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DIOCESE OF GALLUP

711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE
P.O. Box 1338 ¢ Gallup, New Mexico 87305 e Telephone (505) 863-4406

November 19, 1990

CORX

Rev. Peter Lechner, s.P.
Director: Villa Louis Martin
Jemez Springs, NM 87025

Dear Father Lechner:

Thank you for your letter of November 9, along with the
material relating to Father Burns' discharge. | am returning
the therapy summaries as requested.

Yesterday, | had occasion to speak to Father Vigil, the

new pastor at Winslow. He indicates that Father Burns will be
staying there until he is due in Blanco. This is unfortunate, as

| had thought he was planning to take some time away with his
family. In addition, Father Vigil said that Jim was in a rather
negative frame of mind. | can see that this might be the case,
since he is there to pack up and to move on but | hope this won't
be his on-going attitude. We'll have to monitor this very carefully.

Thank you again for all you have done to facilitate the growth
that we have seen in Jim. This is indeed, a generous gift from you
to our diocese and for this | am deeply grateful.

During this time of Thanksgiving, | offer thanks to the Lord

for generous and committed people like yourself, who spend their
time and energy helping those who are broken and in need of strength.

Sincerely in Christ,

‘Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS
Bishop of Gallup
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DIOCESE OF GALLUP
711 SOUTH PUERCO DRIVE

P.O. Box 1338 e Gallup, New Mexico 87305 e Telephone (505) 863-4406

August 10, 1990

Rev.. Peter Lechner
% Foundation House
Jemez Springs, NM 87025

Dear Father Lechner:

| returned here on Wednesday from Board meetings in
Tucson and San Antonio. The enclosed audited report was
waiting for me. It speaks for itself.

On August 28, | shall be meeting with the Parish Council
and the Finance Committee of St. Joseph's Parish. The auditor
will be present with me to.review this report with the people
concerned.

It would be good if | had the opportunity to discuss this
matter with you prior to my meeting in Winslow. While there were
improprieties on Jim's part it is not as serious as people were
surmising. But there are other matters to be considered, and so
| do not intend to reassign Jim back to St. Joseph's. | hope to
be able to appoint a new pastor by September 1. This should come
as no surprise to Jim, Myself and others had indicated to him that
it would probably end up this way. Jim should not become overly
anxious. | am sure we will be able to integrate him into a new
assignment without much difficulty.

| hope he was not too devastated by 's tragic death..
Jim is uppermost in my daily prayers. Blessings!

Fraternally in Christ,
Most Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, SSS
Bishop of Gallup

Encl. (1)
xc: file copy
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