
MRS. JUNE KELLEN 
CHANCELLOR 

DIOCESE OF TUCSON 
192 SOUTH STONE AVENUE 

P.O. Box 31 • Tucson, Arizona 85702-0031 
520-792-3410 FAX 520-792-0291 

March 8, 2002 

Dear_ 

. Thank you for your call late this afternoon informing me of the inappropriate sexual behavior 
toward you in the summer of 1974, by a priest that you knew as Father Burns. You had stated 
that the priest you had known as Father Burns had been the pastor at St. Peter's Catholic Church 
in Springerville, Arizona in 1974, but went to Thatcher, Arizona in the summer of 1974. 

I informed you that we did not have a Father Burns listed in Thatcher, which is a mission church 
of St. Rose of Lima Catholic Parish, Safford, Arizona, during the period of time in question nor 
had we shown a Father Burns at any time being assigned in the Safford area. 

During our telephone conversation, I assured you that we would make every attempt to find out 
who this Father Burns could be. . 

I had asked you to document your experiences with this Father Burns and what had occurred in 
the summer of 1974. I await your documentation. 

I want you to know how truly sorry we are for what you have gone through and 
pray that our Lord will be with you and help you in your healing and recovery process. 

Please be assured that we are looking into this matter. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

9/·~,~ 
~-~:~llen 

Chancellor \. 

cc: Rev. Van A. Wagner, Vicar General 
Deacon Tim Lujan, Chancellor, Diocese of Gallup 
Mr. Thomas Murphy, Esq. 
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JANET NAPOLITANO 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Apache County Attorney 
Honorable Stephen Udall 
P.O. Box 637 
St. Johns, AZ 85936 

To Whom it May Concern: 

STATE OF ARIZONA 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

1275 WEST WASHINGTON, PHOENIX, AZ. 85007-2926 

April 26, 2002 

Please find enclosed a letter that our office received from 
help with filing procedures on a Priest. 

nM 0 "\ 2002 

MAIN PHONE: (602) 542-5025 
FACSIMILE: (602) 542-4085 

uesting 

The issues presented are not under the . 
this letter to you for your review and any, ....... L.LVLl' 

office, therefore, I am referring 

Enclosures 
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Russell H. Burdick, Jr. 
Apache County Attorney 

P. O. Box 637, St. Johns, AZ 85936 (928)337-7560 Fax (928)337-2427 

Most Reverend Donald E. Pelotte 
Diocese of Gallup 
P.O. Box 1317 
Gallup, NM 87305 

Dear Bishop Pelotte: 

May 30,2002 

Michael P. Roca 
Deputy 

Nan0' E. Dean 
Deputy 

Robert F. Edwards 
Deputy 

James D. DeVaney 
Deputy 

JohnP. Bene 
Deputy 

Stephen D. Alfrey 
Deputy 

Henry R Thompson 
Victim Assistance Coordinator 

I have enclosed materials forwarded to our Office from the Arizona Attorney General's Office 
concerning possibly criminally charging a priest who allegedly committed a sexual offense in the summer 
of 1974. 

We are forwarding this to you because the victim has attempted to contact the diocese where he 
believed the priest was assigned. It appears to our office that he may have been assigned to your diocese. 

I have also reviewed the materials and determined that the alleged crime occurred in Navajo 
County, Arizona and therefore the materials have been forwarded to Melvin Bowers, Navajo County 
Attorney for his consideration. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at your convenience. 

RHB/rmm 
Encl. 

Apache County Attorney 
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