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Subfect ¢ recent events al Woodiven

Dear Jim and Bd,

At Jim's rveguest, F bm writing up e sumpary of wmy recent dealings with a police
invastigator from Fontana, Wisensin. Rlse ot Jim's reguiest, I em scnding a2 copy ko Ed,

The officer rang the bell &t Woodlawn at zround 4:30 pm oh Tucsday April &. le
jidentified himself as a police oEficer and showed we his idencification. He smid that
he was here copcerning Fr. Dor MoGulre, ¥ sald that Don Was not home. The officer asked
1f we could chat. I gaid yes, and invited him in. -

I doti*t remember the offlcer's name; George béne hag hie cozd.”

The officer said that ha wished ko gpeak with Don HWeGuire, and that he plannmed to wait
upk$l whatever time Don got home., 1 teld him him that pon tepded to get home rather
Iate, anpd that 1 had no @ay to contact him. I also todd the officer that I was going
to cail Jim Gechwend to alert him to the cfficer’s presence and deskre to speak witl
Don.

I ealled Jim on his cell phone, teld him what wad golng on, snd passed the phone to the
officer, Jim chatted with the offfcer for a few minuces. Then I totk che phone book.
Jim colg me that I should pot feel any obligation to ghow hospitelity to the officer,
ond that otherwise I should “follow my bliss". ’

Aftex I hung up fxom my eonversatiom With 3im, I weturned to the officer. Mo wae
unfailingly polite, I earnestly exploined to me that he was investlgating acecusptions
coprerning Fx. McCuire eoncerning a ctiminzl matter which was wvnrelated to the civil
suit against him. #e sald thet, in light of sccusations that had been made agoinst fr.
MeGuire, he thought it only fair to heer Fr. McOulra's side of the Btory, end thatg he
wighed to wmeke every reagsopable effort to contact Fr. MeBuire., He said that he could
not discuss what the accusations were, He s2id that he had been fn contact with the
provipee, that he had met with Jun Gschvend, ard thet he had heen toid thet a meeting
would be srrenged for him with Fr. MeGulire, But that was some wmonths ago, end there
had been no follow-up. That wag why he was baking the initiative te come to Chicago o
vee ¥r, MoGuire in pergon., He srid that he wog riot Bere to arrest Fr, McGuire,

I told the oEficer that Pop would not be pome upkil late, but that ocur house superior
would be home eroon, and that perhaps that would be the personh to taik ro. The offiger
asked e for my name and birthdate; he sajd that was needed for bis reporv concerning
hig vigit. Z gove him my caxd. The officer asked what kind of house Wocdlawn was -«
was [t @ retirement community? I explained that it was a bouse for Jesuit priests;
studentr, paRtoral workers, and adminstrators,

About half am hour after I bung ip from the call with Jim Gschwend, George Lane arrived
home. I explained the situatien to George. He sat doun wicth the officer, and wuch of
tne previous comversation was repeatéd. George reliterated that Pon wonld pot be home
til late, and we let the officar know thet it wes vime Eox our evening mass and dinneg,
George told bim he could come back later in the evening, and offered to lat him wait in
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cuy E¢ont room when he returmed.

Ye went to mess mnd dipner. After dinmer I vemt to my rocm and retrieved a message that
bad just srrlved on my volcemail from bon McGuire, In his message, Don szid that he had
been contacted hy the Province lawyer, advised of the situstion, and instructed pot To
speak with the offlcer, Don algo aaid thot he would pot be coming home to Wooglawn that
night -- he would instesd ptay at his gipter*s house.

;
I passed that informatien along to George Lene, George called Don back mnd spoke with
nim. Then I had a spizibval directee, While I was in copference with my directee, !

could hear George chatting at sbome length on the Eront porch with the officer -- ot
around 8:1Spm,

That's as mech ap I know ebout what happened on April §. Dut yow nhould alro know
about gomething that happened fFive or pix days esrlisr, which mzy be reloted. FPauld
Mrriani answered the door to {ind two men who said they were Chicago policemen. They
sald that threatening letters to George Bush had been written [xom our address, nnd
they wanted to talk about it. faul sald that he was quite Eluscered and confused, And
found the whole thipg ptrange and intimidating. The two wen wanted to know who 1ived
hera, so Paul ghowed them the catalogwe page fox our commumnbty. It is hy suspicion
that the scene with the two police officere wag o set-up'nt some sort, designed to Ling
cut Who wns living here. It seems to me iike m bhit too much of m coincidence that the
officer from Wisconsin arxived just a few days after warimnl's experience.

Jim Gschuend asked me bo wrlte down my okn Teflections on thege events and on Bon.- Here
they Bre:

(i} In theory, 1 have no problem living wlth Don MoGuire In hip current sitwation. I
am bappy and willing to stand by my brother in his ARfficulty... BN long as the Lruth
is being served.

{2) In light of the fact that Dop hos repeatedly assured us that all charges against
him are Ealze, I Find it puzzling that he is not willing or sbhle Lo mppak with whab
BppEesTs to be n legitimave Jnveotlgating officer v~ not even with b, lawyer present, &nd
not even te Say "no ¢omment®.

{31 I have the uncomiertable Eeeling that, Dy c¢alling Jim Gschwend ko alert him the
presence of the officey, I indirectly ebetted Don in evelding contact with a legitimete
police imvestigation; P Eeel as though 1 helped an accused priest hide £rom the law,
¥n light of how mmch bad press the Church has gotten, I want no patt inm helpipg to hide
someone from the lavw. [ think that In the current situation the truth is our friend. I
would Find it gifficult, in conscicnce, to "cover® for Don LE he is somehow hiding Crom
the law.

{4} Wow that "the cat is out of the bag” as to where Dom is living, I think ir would be
good For the Frovince Lo provide us at Mobdlawn With some specific gvidelines s to how
we should dem)l with forseeable possible future pituations: visits by law enforcement .
oEficinls, By protesters, or by the press... at times when Jim Gschwend con or capnot
be reached by phohe... and at times when Den is ak home or-is bot 2t home.

{5) § have n> problem referring inguiries to tha province office or to Jim Gechwend.
put I am uncomfortable, at the level of conpcience, with being or with with seeming ro
he a shield between: Dom and inguiries from legitimake law enforcement officimls. -

t8) I am concerncd that George Lane and I both said (btruthfully) to the ¢Liicer who
yvigbited us on Tuesdsy that Don is out for most of the day every day, and that we dontp
nowW where he 1s or hod te reach him when he fa ocut. 5t skrikes me that, in Lhe spirit
of the Dallas charter, there 1s the expecbation that there will be some sort of
appropriste supervisicn for priests who are euspended frxom minietry. The visiting
officer might have concluded that the Jesuits are not sopervising Don. Xt seems to mo
that prudence would dictate zetting wp at least rhe appearance of appropriate
supervision of Don.

{7} With sowe frequency, Dopn leaves the house in clerical attlire. It ig my
wnderstanding that suspended priests are not supposed to pppesr In clerics, It seems to
me that prudence would dictdte that Don shoulad not wear clericek cutside the house.

{0} At the level of commwhity life, I find it stxange living with Don. He is very
seldom with us for dlnner; he iz never with us for mase. T[ I were in Don's wmituation,
1 would be leanipa on my community Eoxr prayer and supporr. I aw purzled and
dizappointed that Don is g0 seldom bere, and thet preotby much my only contact with him
is in the mornings when he asks me to help him tie his shoes apd put on hie leg brace,
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Those are Ehe observakions which ocouwr to me, Happy to talk more, as needed.
In the Leord,

Paul

Padl Mueller, 8,.3.
a55¢ 8. Woedlawn hve,
Chicago, IL 60637
TIE68T~1385 #1Y

@& ST IR Eainbex
Get the Tatest wpdales Fionst MSH

5N Home | My MSW I Hetmell | Search | Shopping ) Money | people & Chat

———— e .,

b e e

@ 209 Miciosolt Carpbration, Al flghts rewerved. TERMS OF USE Advertise  TRUSTE Approved Prvacy Stalement  ANG-Spam Fofcy

4 i g m e T T e arT -

Lttp: /by 61d by 6 hotrmail.msn.comfegi-bin/gelmsg?msg=MBG 082091672 56 mfs=&:...  8/21/2004 01522

R




