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SPES lA & AYERS 
E. Kent A}-cr' 
jamc' C. Byrne 
John M. Src~•a 
Clm>nan G. Sre"·' 
Jctrrcy S. Tavlor 
Manu1 J. Shanahan. Jr. 
~lark A. L•chtcnwaltcr 
Gahrid G. Orcnic 
Michael R Suff 
Tric1a M. Pcllej!rilll 
Michael S. Hnpku1:. 

H. R•charJ H<~g~A FEDERAL EXPRESS 
(Ill• n>d. Mr. Terrance M. Johnson, Esq. 
Thomas M. Ewcf\Jorth Pier Chicago 
Kcnr Slater 

455 East Illinois Street 
Chicago, Ill inois 606 1 I 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

A ttorneys at Law 

August 22, 20 1 1 

Re: Rudof ski vs Diocese of Joliet 
==== 

Father Dedera 

1415 Bl:~ck Road 
Joliet, lllmo•~ 604 3 5 

Ph 815.726.4311 
Fx 81 ).726.6828 

WWII'.S)X:.ta-ayer..com 

Douglas r:. Spc>i<l 
(l940-ZOIO) 

As per a Court Order, I am enclosing Diocesan records of Father Dedera consisting of the 
following: 

1.) P r·iest file of Father Dedera (total pages I ,045) 

2.) A P r ivilege Log, for documents in this priest file. 

3.) Review Committee Minutes from six meetings. 

Names of Accuser 

The on ly accuser whose name has been disclosed to the pub lic is - who had fi led suit 
under his actual name. 

Due to the considerable length of this fi le a!1d a conflict in scheclule, this is th~ only fi le being 
sent this week. 

JCB/skm 
Enclosure 
cc: The Most Rev. R. Daniel Conlon, JCD 

The Honorable Michael Powers 
Mr. Patrick Bradley, Esq. 
Mr. Joseph M. Laraia, Esq. 
Mr. Stuart L. Bressler, Esq. 

My Best Regards, 

SPESeAYERS 

i:
\ . (...,( ) B» ... vVVfi.< u r 

? ?'J esC. Byrne 'r 

Establbhed 1899 
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'PRIVILEGE''LOG' .,., 
(1) 
C" 

(August 22, 2011) 2 "T1 
~ :::0 
~ . 

Re: Father Dedera . :; c 
Priest File m 

·C 
Page Document I • . Privilege 

m 
:::0 

1. )> 

000135-A Letter dated 03/12{70 From Alice Fehrenbach, Ph.D. Mental Health . CJ) 
Father Persich 0 

)> 

000136 Letter dated 03/13{70 From Rector Persich to Mental Health z -
thru 000137 Father Kaffer - "T1 

:::0 

000138 Letter dated 03/1770 From Father Kaffer to 
0 

Mental Health s: 
Members of the Seminary Board c -

000151 Letter dated 05/05/70 From William McCaw, Jr., M.D. Mental Health 0 
to Father Persich 

0 
m 
CJ) 

000155 Note dated 05/11{70 By Bishop Kaffer Mental Health m 
regarding telephone 0 
conversation with Persich 

~ "T1 
c... 

000158 Letter dated 05/14{70 From Father Kaffer to Mental Health 
0 
r 

Members of Seminary Board . - -m 
-I 
z 

000159 Letter dated 05/15{70 From Bishop Vonesh to Mental Health 0 . 
Father Kaffer . 

000160 Letter dated 05/15{70 From Chancellor Ryan to ... Mental Health 
Father Kaffer N 

. -
1 
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000189 Psychological Report By Wilma lnskip, Ph.D. 
thru 000191 dated 07/13/70 

000192 Letter dated 07/29/70 From William Cusick, M.D. 
thru 000193 to Father Ryan . 
000289 Letter dated 06/01/95 . From Barbara Brickner-St. 
thru 000290 Michael's Therapy to Bishop Kaffer 

000291 07/01/95 Invoice From Linda Soroos, 
St. Michael's Therapy 

000410 Letter dated 04/24/95 . From Cynthia Power, M.A. , CSC 
Judge Orenic 

000411 Summary of Evaluation Session By Cynthia A. Power, M.A., CSC 
th ru 000414 Undated 

-

000415 Fax dated April21 , 1995 From Behavioral Medicine 
thru 000420 Institute of Atlanta with 

The National Network for the 
treatment of professional 
sexual misconduct program 
description 

2 

Mental Health 

Mental Health 

Mental Health 

Mental Health 

Constitutional Right of 
Privacy as to part identifvinQ 
alleged victim 

Constitutional Right of 
Privacy as to Qart identifving 
alleged victim; Privacy of 
third Qarties as to Qart of 
documents. (Third Qartv 
information removed.); 
Mental Health 

Mental Health 
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000422-A Letter dated 05/1 0/95 
thru 000423 

000424 Summary of Evaluation 
thru 000458 dated 05/17/95 

From Cynthia Power, M.A., CSC to 
Judge Orenic 

By Gene Able, M.D. to 
Bishop Kaffer 

Constitutional Right of 
Privacy as to part identifying 
alleged victim; mental health; 
Privacy of third parties as to 
part of documents (Third 
party information removed) 

Mental Health; Constitutional 
Right of Privacy as to part 
identifying alleged victim; 
Privacy of third parties as to 
part of documents (Ihird 
party information removed) 

All mental health privileges relating to Father Dedera from pages 463 to 781 are primarily with therapist at a facility known 
as St. Michael's Community in St. Louis, MO, and the Servant of the Paraclete. 

000463 Letter dated 06/14/95 

0004 73 Letter dated 07/10/95 
thru 000482 

000490 07/27/95 Letter 
thru 000497 

000498 Mental Health Records 
thru 000500 

From Rev. Paul of St. Michael's to 
Bishop Kaffer 

From Barbara Brickner, M.S.Ed. 
with enclosure of progress notes 

From Michael Foley, LCSW to 
Bishop Kaffer with enclosure 
07/19/95 Psychological Evaluation 
of Phillip Dedera 

For Philip Dedera 

3 

Mental Health 

Mental Health 

Mental Health 

Mental Health 
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000501 Mental Health Records Evaluation by F. Timothy Mental Health 
tT 

2 "TT 
thru 000505 dated 08/09/95 Leonberger, Ph.D. ~ :::0 

~ . 
000508 08/17/95 Letter From Barbara Brickner, M.S.Ed. Mental Health 

:; c 
m 

thru 000514 to Bishop Kaffer with enclosure c 
Progress Report for period beginning m 

:::0 05/30/95 )> 

000517 Letter dated 09/18/95 From Bishop Kaffer to Constitutional Right of 
C/) 
0 

Dr. McAuliffe Privac~ as to alleged )> 
victim z 

"TT 
000518 Letter dated 09/26/95 From Barbara Brickner, M.S.Ed. Mental Health :::0 
thru 000526 to Bishop Kaffer with enclosure 0 

Progress Report for period beginning s: 
05/30/95 c -0 

000527 Letter dated 09/27/1995 From Michael Foley, LCSW to Mental Health 0 
Bishop Kaffer m 

C/) 
m 

000530 Letter dated 1 0/10/95 From Barbara Brickner, M.S.Ed. Mental Health 0 
thru 000538 to Bishop Kaffer with enclosure "TT 

Progress Report for period beginning c... 
05/30/95 0 

r -
000539 Letter dated 11/15/95 - From Barbara Brickner, M.S.Ed. Mental Health m 

-4 
thru 000546 to Bishop Kaffer with enclosure z 

Progress Report for treatment beginning 0 
05/30/95 . 

000547 Psychiatric Evaluation By Joseph Callahan, M.D. Mental Health 
thru 000552 dated 12/01/95 01 

4 
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000553 Letter dated 12/04/95 From Barbara Brickner, M.S.Ed. Mental Health ~ ::0 
thru 000560 to Bishop Kaffer with enclosure 

~ . 
:; c 

Progress Report for treatment beginning m 
05/30/95 c 

m 
000568 Letter dated 01/24/96 From Barbara Brickner, M.S.Ed. Mental Health ::0 

)> 
thru 000581 to Bishop Kaffer with enclosure C/) 

Progress Report for treatment beginning 0 
05/30/95 )> 

z 
000582 Psycho Social History By Barbara Brickner, M.S.Ed. Mental Health; Constitutional "T1 
thru 000584 dated 02/01/96 Right of Privacy as to gart ::0 

identifving alleged victim; 0 
Privacy of third garties as to s: 
gart of documents (Third c -party information remoy_e_d) 0 

0 
000585 Letter dated 03/04/96 From Barbara Brickner, M.S.Ed. Mental Health m 

C/) 
thru 000596 to Bishop Kaffer with enclosure m 

Progress Report for treatment beginning 0 
05/30/95 "T1 

c... 
000598 Letter dated 03/21/96 From Barbara Brickner, M.S.Ed. Mental Health 0 
thru 000608 to Bishop Kaffer with enclosure r -

Progress Report for treatment beginning m 
-1 

05/30/95 z 
000609 Letter dated 03/25/96 From Barbara Brickner, M.S.Ed. Mental Health 

0 

thru 000611 to Bishop Kaffer with enclosure 
Progress Report for treatment beginning 
05/30/95 0) 
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000612 Letter dated 03/28/96 From Barbara Brickner, M.S.Ed. Mental Health o-
2 , 

to Bishop Kaffer with enclosure ~ :::a 
1'.) • 

Progress Report for treatment beginning 0 

~ c 
05/30/95 m 

c 
000613 Letter dated 03/28/96 From Barbara Brickner, M.S.Ed. Mental Health m 

to Bishop Kaffer :::0 
)> 

000619 Letter dated 04/22/96 From Barbara Brickner, M.S.Ed. Mental Health en 
0 

thru 000633 to Bishop Kaffer with enclosure )> 
Progress Report for treatment beginning z 
05/30/95 , 

:::0 
000634 Invoice dated 05/31/96 From Servants of the Paraclete Mental Health 0 

to Bishop Kaffer 3: 
c -000635 Letter dated 06/11 /96 From Bishop Kaffer to Mental Health 0 

Rev. Foley 0 m 
000636 Letter dated 06/17/96 . 

Mental Health 
en 

From Barbara Brickner, M.S.Ed. m 
thru 000648 to Bishop Kaffer with enclosure - 0 

Progress Report for treatment beginning , 
05/30/95 c.. 

0 
000649 Letter dated 06/21/96 From Barbara Brickner, M.S.Ed. Mental Health r--
thru 000652 to Bishop lmesch m 

-t 

000654 Letter dated 07/08/96 From Barbara Brickner, M.S.Ed. Mental Health 
z 
0 

thru 000657 to Bishop Kaffer . 
000658 07/1 0/96 Letter · From Barbara Brickner, M.S.Ed. Mental Health -
thru 000660 to Bishop Kaffer including enclosure ....... 

6 
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000662 Invoice dated 06/30/96 From Servants of the Paraclete Mental Health rr 
2 "T1 

to Bishop Kaffer ~ :::0 
~ . 

000663 Invoice dated 06/05/96 From Timothy G. McAuliffe, Ph.D. Mental Health 
~ 0 I 

m 
0 

000664 Invoice dated05/13/96 From Timothy G. McAulirre, Ph .D. Mental Health m 
:::0 

000672 Invoice dated 07/31/96 From Servants of the Paraclete Mental Health 
)> 

en 
000673 Invoice From Timothy G. McAuliffe, Ph.D. Mental Health 

0 
)> 

for services provided in June of1996 z 
"T1 

000674 Letter From Barbara Brickner, M.S.Ed. Mental Health - :::0 
thru 000680 to Bishop Kaffer with enclosure 0 

Progress Report for treatment beginning - :s: 
05/30/95 ~ . 0 -0 

000681 Letter dated 08/09/96 From Bishop Kaffer to Mental Health 0 
thru 000682 Servants of the Paraclete bookkeeper m en 

with enclosure- invoice date 07/31/96 m 

000683 Invoice From Timothy G. McAuliffe, Ph.D. Mental Health 
0 
"T1 

for services rendered June of 1996 c... 
0 

000687 Invoice dated 08/17/96 From Scott Radiological Group, Inc. Medical r-. -
to Phillip Dedera m 

-I 

000689 Invoice dated 07/31/96 From Servants of the Paraclete to Mental Health 
z 
0 

Bishop Kaffer . 

000690 Invoice dated 08/31/96 From Servants of the Paraclete to Mental Health 
Bishop Kaffer - co 

7 
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000691 Invoice dated 08/08/96 From Timothy G. McAuliffe, Ph.D. Mental Health 0" 
2 , 

~ :xJ 
N • 000692 Letter dated 10/16/96 From Sister Lampton to Mental Health 0 

Bishop Kaffer 
~ c 

m 
c 

000693 Letter dated 1 0/16/96 From Sister Lampton to Mental Health m 
thru 000697 Father Dedera with enclosure 

. :xJ 
)> 

000699 Letter dated 11/25/96 From Barbara Brickner, M.S.d. Mental Health en . 
(") 

to Bishop Kaffer )> 
z 

000700 Dec. 2 -6, 1996 After Care Workshop Program 
. 

Mental Health , 
:xJ 

000701 Letter dated 12/9/96 From Barbara Brickner, M.S.Ed. Mental Health 0 
thru 000706 to Bishop Kaffer with enclosure 3: 

Summary of re-entry workshop c -0 
000707 Letter From Sister Lampton to Mental Health (") 

thru 000710 Bishop Kaffer m en 
m 

000713 Invoice dated 01/31/97 From Servants of the Paraclete Mental Health 0 
to Bishop Kaffer , 

(.. 

000714 Invoice dated 12/26/96 From William Perri, Ph.D. < Mental Health 0 
r--

000716 Letter From Sister Lampton to Mental Health; Medical m 
< -1 thru 000721 < Bishop Kaffer with enclosures z 

000725 Letter dated 06/04/97 From Sister Lampton to Mental Health 
0 

thru 000728 to Bishop Kaffer 

c.o 

8 
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000729 May 12 -16, 1997 After Care Workshop Program Mental Health Sf '"T1 
lii :::c -< • 
N 

000731 Invoice dated 06/30/97 From Servants of the Paraclete Mental Health ~ c 
to Bishop Kaffer ~ m 

c 
000734 Letter dated 09/03/97 From Sister Lampton to Mental Health; Medical m 

:::c 
thru 000739 Bishop Kaffer with enclosures )> 

CJ) 
000740 Letter dated 09/15/97 From Bishop Kaffer to . 

< Mental Health () 
Sister Lampton )> 

z 
000743 Letter date 11/12/97 From Sister Lampton Mental Health '"T1 

:::c thru 00746 to Bishop Kaffer 0 
After Care Workshop Program Mental Health 

3: 000747 Oct. 20-24, 1997 c -
000748 Letter dated 11/19/97 From Bishop Kaffer to Mental Health 

. 0 
() 

Sister Lampton m 
CJ) 

000750 Invoice dated 12/01/97 From Servants of the Paraclete Mental Health m . 
0 to Bishop Kaffer . 
'"T1 -

000751 Invoice dated 10/25/97 From Michael Foley, Psy.D. Mental Health "-
0 
r-

000755 Letter dated 01/21 /98 From Sister Lampton to Mental Health -.m 
thru 000760 Bishop Kaffer with enclosures -1 

z 
000777 Letter date 03/31/98 From Sister Lampton to Mental Health 0 
thru 000780 Bishop Kaffer 

. 
I 

000781 March 9-13, 1998 After Care Workshop Program Mental Health 
-" 

._ - 0 

9 
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000791 Invoice From Michael E. Foley, Psy.D. 
Q. 

Mental Health .., 
(D 

g- "Tl 
:ii :::0 -< • 

000792 Invoice dated 04/30/98 From Servants of the Paraclete Mental Health ~ c 
to Bishop Kaffer J>. m 

c 
000834 Memo of 12/15/2000 Constitutional Right to Privacy 

m 
~ of Third Parties as to Part of 

Documents CJ) 
0 

000878 Letter of 05/24/2002 From Bishop lmesch to Victim Constitutional Right to Privacy )> 

as to identity of victim. z 
"T1 

000942 Memo of 12/09/2002 Constitutional Right to Privacy :::0 
0 

of Third Parties as to Part of s: 
Documents c -

001016 Memo of 06/13/2006 Re: Pension Constitutional Right to Privacy 0 
0 of Third Parties as to Part of m 

Documents CJ) 
m 

001002 Letter of 1 0/04/2006 From Attorney Byrne to Attorney-Client 0 
Bishop Sartain "T1 - - c... 

001012 thru Letter of 03/28/2007 From Attorney Byrne to Attorney-Client 0 
I 

001013 Bishop Sartain -m 
-1 

001014 thru Letter of 01/12/2007 From Attorney Byrne to Attorney-Client z 
001015 Bishop Sartain 0 . 
001018 thru Letter of 05/04/2007 From Attorney Byrne to Attorney-Client 
001023 Bishop Sartain and evidence 

~ 

~ 

10 
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001035 thru Summary of invoice 
001036 for medical and mental 

health services 

001041 thru Letter of 03/04/2020 
001043 

001044 thru Letter of 10/26/2010 
001045 

From Attorney Byrne to 
Bishop Sartain 

From Attorney Byrne to 
Insurance Appraiser and copy 
to Bishop Sartain 

11 
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. JO/ 

PLACE 

MINUTES OF THE JOLIET DIOCESAN REVIEW COMMITTEE 

April10, 2002 

Conference Room, Chancery ·Building 

. ' 

TIME 8:.()0 a.m. 

PRESENT 

OPENING 

OED ERA 

' / 

The meeting opened with prayer. 

--- --

• • I :I 

A man c a me at e was abused baCk in 
went to see the priest who abused him. He 
will be c0ming to meet with Bishop lmesch. Whe th an learne at e p e as m 
ministry In a nursing home he seemed satisfied with that, however now he does not want the priest 
to fu. nction. The priest denies anything happened S;Qying that he cannot remember the pe. 

rOW\n\"..,j from because of a allegation, 



FR. DEDERA SCAN FROM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 
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Released April2014 

MINUTES OF THE JOLIET DIOCESAN REVIEW COMMITIEE 

April 23, 2002 

·. PLACE Conference R~om, Chancery Building 

TIME 8:00 a.m. 

PRESENT 

OPENING 

OEDERA 

. "' . 
The meeting opened at 8:00 with prayer by all in attendance. 

Mr.----afleged abuse by Fr. Phillip Dedera. 
con~ not re.turn her call. 

15 
. ' 

attempted to --



l 
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TMJA 
Released April2014 

. -) 

CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES OF THE JOLIET DIOCESAN REVIEW COMMITTEE 

November 19, 2002 

PLACE Conference Room, Chancery Building 

TIME 7:30 a.m. 

PRESENT 

EXCUSED 

OPENING 

OED ERA/ 
IRVINE 

The meeting opened at 7:30a.m. with prayer. 

No repon was available regarding a follow-up letter to Mr. 

16 
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PLACE 

TIME 

PRESENT 

EXCUSED 

IRVINE 

CO-NFIDENTIAL MINUTES OF THE JOLIET DIOCESAN REVIEW COMMITTEE 

March 26, 2003 

Conference Room, Chancery Building 

7:30a.m. 

Mr- did not wish any follow-up to his case. 

17 
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CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES OF THE JOLIET DIOCESAN REVIEW COMMIITEE 

November 10, 2004 

PLACE Conference Room, Chancery Building 

TIME 7:30a.m. 

PRESENT 

EXCUSED 

OPENING 

GRECO 

The meeting opened at 7:30 a.m. with prayer. 

In March of 2004, Mr. - alleged abuse by Fr. Philip Dedera. ~ 
Mr. Byrne received a l~m Mr. Jeff Anderson stating that Mr.._ 
is also alleging abuse by another priest. Mr. Byrne Immediately 
requested additional Information. After a considerable amount of time, 
Mr. ~received a response including a copy of an e-mail sent from 
Mr. - to Attorney Finnegan of Mr. Anderson's office. In line with 
diocesan policy, the State's Attorney (DuPage County) was advised of 
the allegation. was given the priest's name, and was informed that the 
priest is in ministry. 

An investigation on behalf of t.he Commi~tee will depend on steps taken 
by the State's Attorney. · 

A motion was made and carried, that the Bishop is to use his judgment In 
advising the priest about having contact with children. 

18 . ~ 
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DEDERA, Rev. Phillip 
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1012 E. F RANKLIN STR EET 

DOWN ERS GROVE 
I LLINOIS 

August 2 , 1963 

The Reverend Roger Kaffer 
The Cahncery Office 
Joliet , Illinois. 

Dear Father Kaffer: 

000007 

Philip Dedera, a young man from our parish , 
-- has expressed hi s intention of studying for the Priesthood 

for t he Joliet Diocese . Phil graduated from Downers Gr ove High 
Sch~ol this past June . He is an ~xcellent young man . ~at is 
our next move? 

With kindest regards, Iam 
Sincerely yours 

/ tl Jr-~----­
,<-. / ;r-//~{7· '·:· 
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Redacte§~~~EgtERF)AJ~~S!~~9~offi9.CESE OF JQLI~1t~9~ jk '3 26 
TMJA J (.. ~&~c-

~: ~=~s 000008 
3. Phone: 
4. Date of birth: 

tion: ;j)~ J~i..- ~-5. Church of baptism: 
6.a) Father's full name: 

f?.L- d) Living? ~ b) Father's age: 'S"f 
7.a) Mother's maiden name: 

b) 1-iother's age: -t $"'( c c~) fU. d) Living? f.)v - Fff:>'V 
8. Were your parents married by a priest? ~ · When, where? 
9. Are your parents living together?~ If not, explain on reverse side. 

10. Any insanity in family or r elationship? IV» If so, explain on reverse side. 
11. ? ll.arital status? At 

12. 
Address : (}.," . 

c) Name of pastor: ~· {{.~loA/ ~ _ f 
13.a) Education (Indicate schoolsfand years of graduations} ~:a-~.....t rlt ~ ~ 

/l.,6.- r;:~/Cas~ 1 -7~ 
y -yw . Co-YVt-t . H l~ - ~ • / • P rt, ~ _ 

b) Did you participate in any athletic activities at school? ,[nf~f~ '1 
14. Indicate amount of Latin studied: /v~ 
15. Indicate college and semi.TJa.ry courses already covered: fJD 
16. Were you ever dismissed from any; school?·AI~ If so, explain on reverse side. 
17. Have you earned any degrees? lfv If so, explain: 
18. Have you ever been a candidate for priesthood or brotherhood in any diocese 

l9o 

20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 

25. 
26 .. 
27. 
28. 

or religious order?~D If so, name seminar.y and your immediate superiors. 

Have you ever been refused admittance to such institutions? ~o Explain 
on reverse. 

Have you worked since you left school? ~ Elcpla1; : ~~~~ 4.~&o &..f ~ 
How long have you wanted to be a priest? ~t.l ~ '-'k.r_ ~. ~C.~ 
vlhy do you want to be a priest? ~J.s,"ll..L~ ~k .. ~ ~ ~ t:n Or-

Why do you want to study for the Joliet diocese? - ~.-v.,.(;.4-L'I.V'1o~r ·~ -
Name and ~ddress of priest friend who knows you well: ~ ~ u-~k_ 
r~ H ~-~~ ~,·otJ,; . I"L 

Any priests or sisters among clo~e relatives? ~- Explain: C.~'h- ~t,_.~ 
\ihat is your draft status? u~ X F;;. ~ o.. 

Are you a convert? N 9- Explaip: / vf../ri L 

Can you pay your school expenses? ~ ~Ynrr~ 
**-l}if-i.'-*** .. *" 

R:EM1UtKS: 

Letter of recommendation from Pastor: ~ 
Baptismal record: 
Confirmation record: 
Marriage record of parents: 

Seminary assigned: 

From school: Medical report: 
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The ~erend Marcien t>"'Meara, o.s .B. 
Immacula~~ Conception -Seminar,r 
Co~ception, !{is s'ouri 

I a.m trying to ho~d the fort Vlit.h :rsg.a~ to our :aenunarians in Father Kaf'ferts 
absence. We h?-ve received a ~a.te a8;lication !rom a nepheu o.f'-t.he lat.e: A'Qbott 

. of' ·st. Proeopius, A.~l;)rcse Ond.rak1 ~'fr. Philip J . Dedera,- 1634 r.;est 6)rd Street~ 
· Dawn~rs C-.ro-ve , ID.inois. Phili~ cot11es t:O us hi.b-Jii..Y' recOiillllended py his past(w 
and- the othex p:ciesw; of. :tl:e J;~ish. 

As you will nor.e1 in t;h..,. earl y part of· t.i.s r.igh s-<ihool caresr~ especially, 
he l~as. not. baf.3n outstanding. Bo~.rever, he se~ to have htp~"ed s o:neiJhat in ­
the lasti few ye~rs.. Yon will note also the indicat.icn of ';is I • ~., wbieh is 
not oots~nding either~ · 

, . 
Tij.e att.fiCulty with Philip is that he has bad .no La~in a~ all . Itilu~ately1 

of course, our '"thoughts "tUrned to t he possibility of his .eru.'Ollr.1e'!Tt ·at 1Jor!eep£:1:oa; 
I r _eal.iza the prebl ems wit~ yeur enrollment,. ·However, I am. ~ooder;i~ iff, since 
y-our last gonversati..on )'lith FatheP Ka.ffer, the pie:t..zoe rr.ight haVe .eb<m.ge:if and . 
·you migtr& find a plac e. :f'ar ?hilip for the :f'all. te~ · · 

- - - . \' . ' ~ . . 
'fhis, o:f COurS-e, a$SUinea that you .feel thai! J:te shoUld enr0cll in tbe 

given his sch<rlas-tic and intellectual bac'kgroi.mQ., . 
. . 

I ·would ~ate yY;JUr ~ At. your earliest convenience~ 

With all best Wishes, T am 



Released April 2014

( 

FR. DEDERA SCAN FROM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 
Redacted February 2014 

29 
000010 

TMJA , 
lMMACUlATr CONCEPTlON SEMlNARY 

• conceprton, MissouR( 

Rev. Daniel L. Ryan 
The Chancery Office 
Diocese of Joliet 
310 Bridge Street 
Joliet, Il linois 

Dear Father Ryan: 

Office of the Rector 

August 9, 1963 

t~ 
Father Marcian has referred your letter to him of August 7 

( 

requesting some response to the application of MR. PHILIP J. 
DEDERA. 

We could not possibly enroll Mr . Dedera here thi s fall inasmuch 
as we are absolutely filled. 

It ~.;ras so nice meeting you again a few weeks ago. Greetings to 

all. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

MB:mo 

~v 
Very Rev. 
Rector 

~~-n/j 
l . 

Maur Burbach, O.S.B. 
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000012 

TO: Far-her Kaffer 
DATE : August 14, 1963 
RE: Philip Dedera 

You will note from the enclosed correspondence that Conception was unable 
to consider the application of }~. PPilip Dedera. After some discussion 
w~th Father Brendan McGrath and Monsignor Blanchette, I was instructed by 
Monsignor Blanchette to see what I could do about enrolling Philip at the 
Benet Latin School , Benet Lake, Wisconsin. 

DLR 
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RAILWAY STATION )> 
ANTIOCH, ILLINOIS (/) 

------------------------- PHONE: 396-4350 -
B E N E T LA K E. w I s c 0 N s I N ARE.ACOD£414 ~ 

ST. BENEOICT'S ABBEY FOR HOME MISSIONS 

August 14 , 1963 

rtev. and dear· .l<'a t.her , 

Received your letter re Pnilip uedera . On the streng,th of 
your recornmenaa tion we will accept him for the coming sc t1.o.ol year 
L1 Benet Latln School. 'l'otal cost for the yel3.r, including tuition, 
roJm, board and law1dry is $750, which may be paid in any install­
ments t:;ha t are conv~aient (roughly :wlOO per· month of attendance) , 
in advance. School supplies, personal needs , etc . are extra . 

The app lication form is goiag out to Philip today . We vJill 
be glad to at least g ive him a chunce , t hough his r~cord does not 
look too promising . 

Sincerely yours ln Cnrist , 

~ ?J~, ~-
Rev . tlenr·y i'olurre , 0 . S . 13 . 

z ., 
:xl 
0 
3: 
c -0 
0 
m 
·(/) 
m 
0 ., 
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0 
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-1 
z 
0 . 
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1\.) 



Released April 2014

FR. DEDERA SCAN FROM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 
Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 

MEMO 

DATE: September 5, 1963 

RE: Philip Dedera 

39 

I discussed with Philip Dedera t he financial arrangements for 
his entrance to the seminary. After consulting Monsignor Blan­
chette, be told me that we would loan half of the expenses to this 
young man, but that there i s no rush about his paying ns back --- he 
can pay us back after ordination if he wants. I told Philip 
that the paris~has agreed to assume half the financial respon8ibi­
li ty, and we will forward to him the other half, bnt he need not 
worry about repayment --- he can do it at his convenience - - - after 
ordinati on, if he so desires. He seemed relieved. 

I had quite a lengthy discussion with Philip. The initial 
impression is one of a boy not too sharp. As time goes on, he seems 
to have a lot of basic good common sense. He has done all the 
cooking and the housework for the last f i ve years. In addition to 
this, he did go out for football, track, and wrestli ng during his 
first two years of high school, and football and wrestling during his 
third year, and just wrestling during his fourth year. He found 
the athletics were a wonderful outlet for the responsibilities and 
burdens at home. He also told me that his senior year in high 
school, his average was about 8. It may be that the boy has more 
ability than is evident, bnt simply had too IJl8.llY' responsibilities 
to do much with it. In any case, I am very much in favor of seei ng 
what he can do. He might have great potential as a parish priest. 

RLK 
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Benet.-Lake... La.ti n SEMINARY 

A REPORT OF THE RECTOR TO THE MOST REVEREND BISHOP OF JOLIET CONCERNING 
HIS ECCLESIASTICAL STUDENTS 

Dllte Domicile 

I. INTELLECTUAL ABILITY 

(In answering please underscore) 

1. Application to study: a) Exce1lent; b) Average; c) Poor. 

2. Written work: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor. 

3. Subject in \Yhich he seems t() do best: . --- --~-~7-~------~----~-----· --------··-·-··-

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
5. 

6. 

7. 
8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

11. MORAL AND SPIRITUAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Willingne:ss tf> '':ork outside of class: a) A volunteer \vorker; b) Does what he is told; c) Reluctant 
to work. 

Ability a~ a I P.:>~ ·~r: a) Inspiring leader; b) Average; c) N~ leadership ability. 

Obedience to authority: a) Obeys '"ith alacrity; b) Merely obeys; c) Disobedient. 

Amenability to correction and adYice: a) Docile; b) Fails to amend ; c) Incorrigible. 

Ability to cooperate: a) Very Cooperative; b) Negative; c) Uncooperati..re. 

Sociability: a) Gracious and kindly; b) Shy and silent; c) Anti-social. d)~~ 
Conduct in Chapel: a) Exemplat·y; b)_ Average ; c) Careless about ceremonies. 

Fidelity to spiritual exercises: a) Faithful; b) Freq ently tardy; c) Frequently absent. 

Observanceofseminaryrules: a) Faithful; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 

General Demeanour: a) Becoming; b) Frivolous; c) Worldly. 

Humility: a) Humble and submissive; b) Average; c) P roud and haughty. 

Mortification: a) Satisfactory; b) A grumbler; c) Lacks spirit of mortification. 

Silence: a) Faithful ob~erver; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 

Attitudeingcnc;:nl: a) Tadful: b) Cheerful; c) Rc,@l·cnt; d) Tricky; e) Irascible. 

III. GE~TELMANLINESS 

1. Personal appearance: a) Neat and clean; b) Average; c) Slovenly and unkempt. 

2. His own room: a) Neat and clean; b) Careless; c) Disorderly. 

3. Table manners : a) Good; b) Average; c) 'Cnsatisfactory. 

4. Courtesy: a) 'Veil mannered; b) Average; c) Poor. 

5. Impression he makes on others: a) Virile and maul~-; b) Effeminate; c ) Disagreeable ; d) Nega-
tive personality. 

6. Punctuality: a) Punctual at all times; b) Frequently tardy; c) Unsatisfactory. 

7. Ability to get along wilh people : a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor ; d) Unsatisfactory. 

8. Consideration fo:· others, especially inferiors: a) Superior; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 

9 . P eculiar home conditions: 
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1. Ability to read in public: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 

2. Voice: a) Strong and robust; b) Average; c) Poor; d) Hasforeignaccent. 

45 

3. Defects of speech (if any) : _______________ ·----- __ ----- --------------------------------------------------------------------
4. Ability to preach: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor. 

5. Conversation: a) Good; b) Hesitant and disjointed; c) Poor. 

V. PHYSICAL REPORT 

1. General health: a) Good; b) Average; c) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory. 

2. Surgical ~perations (if any): _ ----··---------- __ ------ -------------------------
3. Mental 1attitude : a) Normal; b) Melancholic; c) Superiority complex; d) Infer iority complex; 

e) Delusions of grandeur; f) Excessive nervousness; g) An oddity; h) Prefers to be a lone rather 

than with others. 

4. Physical defects: 

VI. ABILITIES 

1. His abilities seem to recommend him for the following occupation: a) Journalism; b) Work in the 

chancery office; c) Work among young people; d) An assistant pastorate ; e) Work as a teacher ; 

f) A position in which public speaking plays a major role; g) Athletic work. 

2. He is able to speak a language other than English, viz., _______ :::z_., _____ ~----~------------
3. He seems to have a natural aptitude for ------------ ---------------------------------------------------• and therefore 

the faculty can safeb· recommend him for higher studies in this matter. 

VII. REPORT ON HIS VACATION LETTERS 

1. Vacation letter received and a) The pastor recommends him favorably or highly; b) The pastor 

has the following adverse criticism to make: _ ------------------------------------------------------------------------------

VII[ OPINION OF THE FACULTY 

1. The faculty feels that: a) He should be allowed and urged to continue; b) That he should be ad­

monished of his faults and given an opportunity to amend ; c) That he should be given another op­

portunity but should not be allowed to receive further Orders until he amends; d ) That he should 

be dropped from the seminary. 

IX. OBSERVATIONS OF THE RECTOR 

-~ /-?~r--
~ ~J:-- ~~ ~ .. 

G. d .. ·· 7 ??------
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Dear Father Keffer, 

c 0 p y 

A.pri 1 14, 1964 

Grades for the second quarter, New Year to Eas ter: 

St. Benet Latin School, Benet Lake Wisconsin. 

Latin ( 9) 

Rel igion ( 3) 

English (3) 

Logic ( 3) 

Lenczycki 

86 

93 

92 

2 ( ~ 2-92) 

Sincerely your s in Christ, 

/s/ O.S.A. 

Rev . Henry Nurre , O.S . B. 

53 
f)o~ ~Q /1 ~1 .... v ;J - ~ 

P2 

90 

F 
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BENET LAKE, WISCONSIN 

'lhe Very ~everend Roger L. Kaffer 
Assistant Chancellor 
310 Bridge Street 
Joliet, m. 6()l.j. 35 

Very Rev. & Dear Father Kaffer: 

[ RAILWAY STATION )-ANTIOCH, ILLINOIS 

PHONE: 396-4311 

AREA CODE 414 

June 10,1964 

I am not personally acquainted with Philip Joseph Dedera as I took over the 
job of' Rector at the very end of the school year. Ris grades indicate average 
and belo~i average intellectual ability. His teachers rated him as a poor student 
but having tenacity and a pl ugger. They say that he would pass but l-rith difficulty. 

Morally, he is very highly reccomended. He got along well with the other students 
and apparently was quite popular. 

Healthwise, he had no trouble whatsoever until the very end of the school year 
when the pressure of' exams seemed to make him a little nervous which is probably 
quite natural. 

Respeet~illy yours in Christ, 

«fl-. 4ft4vvc ~ ~ 
Rev. Aleuin Almasy, o.s.B. 
Rector, Benet La tin School 
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Grove, lll. , 
Grove CQmmunity 

High ~,.hool in J ~ :me "1as sp.~nt the last year at St. Benediat•s 
~eminary .in Benet Lak-e .• l~iscor:s-<.n, 2t onr suc-gastion, '~.'here he 
t.riP.d to bolster his oot too- i.'Upressive hif;h school record. Though 
'lis scholas-tic record lf'><?Yes SO"'lething to be <1esi.red, his character 
reeomroendatiors are quite "U -:;~, and hl;f.! abil:£t§ to get ~h 

consideration for ethers j_s very bigh. -
btw..self did t he 

the time be was in eighth g!ade un~U 
be gradaated f rom tp_gh school. In addi.tion tc tbi.s s he went out 
for football , t r ac k, and r~restli.ng during high school days.. Be 
found the a t hletics ~~re a wonderfn1 outlet for the responsibilities 
and burdens at hom=. 

· I . asked Phil to come to meet ld th our Sem;ina.cy Board in plenary 
session last Friday afternoon . He really handled himself very "-'ell• 
j.lie Board unanimously decided that he would be a good parish priest 
1.f be can make the grade on the studies, and l'e h ave accepted Phil. 

MonSignor Blancbette ; suggested we see it !'bil could attend 
teld.s College, enrolling 1.n first year t his ~ September, and 
then 1roald be 1n the first second-year colle ge class- at st. Charles 
Borromeo Seminar;r 1n. September of "1965. 

I aM enclosing trescript.s o£ his credits !rom high schoo1 aDd 
Benet Lake . I w04Ud appreciate 70ar eYalaa.tion and decie~n. -
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At tbts t.ime, ·t.oo, I w.l.sb contident.iallt to -~ion. that. ...a 
- ,~· . · arrange.ent IRigbt be .. wo~ oUt tor another stUdetit, 

who has been st~· for a 1"8).1gl~us order, bat 14.shes 
r er t)Je df.oce~Je-. I am quite sure we -w1ll accept ~. I 

believe be- has llad hie first Jear of college., bart. bilisel.f' .wiebe-s to 
repeat tbly, and pNbab}¥ we WOtlld tawr the same 1 so he ~d have 
a ~ fot1ndat1on. I have nc>t ~t interrtewed bill, bot b1s pastor 
h4,ghly recOl!UIIends hbl . I hope te interView him later this week,_ 
~(J fdli get in woeh \tl.tb you as -so"On u I Kl1ow fJOIIething mo~ 
def'ildte . 
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The Rt. Rev. msgr. L. J. Kiley 
St. Joseph Church 
1012 rranklin Street 
Downers Crave, Illinois - 60515 

t<ileya 

IIISS 

work. 

With a ple~~omis 

{ 

RLK1 jr 

Oct ober 19, 1965 

1 prayers, 1 r6mai n, 

Sincerely yours in Christ , 

rat her Roger L. Kat, er 
Rector 

77 
• \ 
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DATEt may 18, 1966 0000 85 

Faculty meeting comments on Phil Dede~a are as follows: 

(1) SNEAKY. NOT OPEN. OILY. APPLE POLISHER. 

(2) ID DON ' T fiND HIM SNEAKY AT ALL, BUT OLD WOMANISH, MEDDLESOME . 

(3) I AGREE WITH THE fiRST OBSERVATIONS . I MEET HIM EVERYWHERE AT 
STRANGE TIMES -·- IN BOILER ROOM, IN HALLWAY, IN CARAGE - -- BUT IN 
T~E STRANGEST PLACES AT THE STRANGEST TIMES. 

(4) I HAVE HEARD IT SAID: "THAT ' S A STRANGE ONE". HE DOESN'T SEEm 
WELL ACCEPTED, THO UGH I WOULD N' T SAY HE IS NOT ACCEPTED. HE IS ONE 
OF THE TWO OR THREE WHO IS ALWAYS COMING tOR SPECIAL PERMISSIONS. 
Hf HAS BEEN FAITHFUL IN HIS ASSIGNMENT AS A GYM INSTRUCTOR AND IN 
HIGH SCHOOL STUDY HALLS; . 

I had the regular conference with Ph il on the above date. Phil 
was much more open and candid than I anticipated. He told me how deeply 
disturbed he has been because of an insistence of the letter of the law by 
me and seeming disregard of spirit. He said he is much more concerned 
about observing the spirit of the law and thinks that he has been growing 
in this spirit, but he finds it frustrating to have all sorts of restric­
tions that keep the seminarians from making mature decisio~ He said that 
for years he simply told his father when he would be going to go someplace, 
and he finds it very difficult to come and seek permission to do something 
that is reasonable to be done. He would like to come and simply state that 
he has work to do and so is going to the public library in Chicago -- or 
better yet , he would simply like to sign out. He feels that seminarians 
should be going to morning prayers and to Mass because they want to, and 
that any attendance check or ins istence that they do is wrong. He said 
one spiritual director had told him he was a "letter of the law Bohemian". 
Phil said he has thought a great deal about this and has been trying to 
correct it ( I am sure he was referring to father Jogues). 

I commended Phil on his openness in discussing this, and pointed out 
that the observance of the letter of the law does not stop one from observing 
the spirit, and Be asked me if there was anything he should be working on and 
I told him this is one t hing he should work on. I told him I had been 
quite disappointed at his placing himself above the law in so many ways, 
refusing to observe t he little things that were asked of him. I likewise 
pointed out the s ignificance this has for t he common good. Secondly, I 
noted that a~ the faculty meeting it had been recommended he be again told 
about his meadlesomeness, and so I wished to bring this to his attention, 
though I told him ~ myself had thought there had been a great deal of progress 
in this regard. I did tell him he has done a fine job in the gym pr ogram . 

After the conference, becausa I felt I had hit him rather hard -- and 
I think I did when he was in in December -- I sought hi m out in chapel and 
told hi m that our discussion had been centered around negative matters, but 
he had certainly made a lot of progress in many wa ys. He has been a fine 
student, apparently has been growing in his spiritual life at least by 
external observance: I have noticed him doing extra spiritual reading, 
making pdvate visits, etc . 

2/ 
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On several occasions this year, I have been on the verge of placing 
Phil on probation or giving him an off icial warni ng to shape up or he would 
be asked to ship out. 9ecause the faculty as a group did not seem to be 
as songly against him, I said nothing to him in this interview about such 
thi ngs. 

R.L.K. 

OAT~: May 25, 1966 

After ~ass , Phil asked to see me today. He seemed very sincere and 
ve r y candid. He does not understand my insistence on observi ng t he letter 
of the law when Father Jogues , whom he said he fights interiorly and exteriorly 
in class at Lewis, because he does not buy everything Father Jogues says , 
but who also has a lot of good things to offer --- his constantly teDing 
all the students that they must constantly break from the l9tter of the law 
and live its spirit. Father Jogues feels this is one of the big evils in 
Catho~ic society today, and is convincing the students of this, i ncluding 
Phil. 

We talked for about ten ~inutes on a place of the letter of t he law in 
our approach to God and our love of Christ. Phil, as he understands it from 
Fa ther Jogues , seems to think that the observance of the letter of the law is 
a hindrance to the observance of the spirit . I pointed out that this 
regard of small things in the letter of the law may not be seriously wrong, 
but is certainly less perfect than the observance of the entire law with 
its letters as well as the spirit. I used many examples from the life and 
w~rks of Christ Himself, and concluded with the observation that if I had 
been God I most certainly would not arranged the crucifixion . Some way 
somehow this last example seemed to strike home more than anything else. 
Phil expressed himself as being truly grateful and said I had helped clear 
up t hings for him . I think he i s perhaps sincer e , but confused and hur t not 
a little by the imprudence and the misunderstandings of some of the counsel­
ling and advice he has received. 

I still have very serious reservations concerning Phil. One of the other 
faculty members who was not as outspoken at the facclty meeting aga i nst 
him (No . #4 above) , told me that he has more reservations about Ph i l than he 
does about one of the other seminarians who I very definitely think s hould 
be dr opped . However , this €aculty• member does not think the other seminarian 
should be dropped at this time . 

R.L.K. 
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And his continuing countenance was a.s lighting; and his 
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raiment 
was as snow. Alleluia. ,Alleluia. 

LUi iEN CHRISTI 

sa; to those who are frightened: Be strong, fear nott Here 1s 
our God ; he comes to save us~ 

IN THE GARDEN 

"l.fuo are you ~ooking for?" "Jesus of nazareth." they answere4 .. 
ur am the ma.n.,tt said Jesus . 

Rejoice In~ Look, Hears See , Behold.Say to~ Celebrate wit~ the Lo 

Behold, a vlrgin sl1all be with ehild and bear a son, and shall 
name him Emmanuel. 

HOPE 

Great God of Hpoe. haw grse1:1 your trees 8 how ealm eaeh star. 
Renew us~ make us fresh aa these.calm is their sign. 
For what ean dim his ho~ ~ho sees ,thcught faintly and atar, 
The power that kindles green in trees~ and a light in a star. 

LIGHT 

"BLESSED IS HE WHO COY.IES I~ THE 1-TAiffi CF THE LORD : THE LOBD IS 
GOD • AND HE HAS G!1JEN US LIGHT. n 

God appears ~ and God is Light iJ to thos.a poor souls who dwell. 
in Night; but does a H~~ form display 
to those who dwe1l in Beth&aaem~ 

CO !IE 

Let the heavens be glad ~ and the earth r ejoice before the 
for he comes. 

WAYSIDE INN 

The dawn is not distant, ·nor 1s the night starless; love 
eterna:U God is GOO. and his .faith shall 
"fail us: Cb?ist is Eternal.! 

A CHILD IS BOR~ TO us, A SON IS GI~~ TO US. UPON HIS 
DOI:IHIOf,T RESTS ,AND HfS NALE SHALL BE CALLED THE A~TGEL 
COtmSEL. Slt-TG TO THE LOBD A rTEW SONG, FOR HE HAS DON 
DEEDS. 

PEACE BE ~'liTH YOU, 

OUT....DERS 
OF GREAT 
WONDROUS 

• 
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Phili came with to see me. We talked for about an hour or 
more. The two points they wanted to discuss were: 

1. the advisability of asking the Bishop for a priest to be in charge of 
liturgy at theseminary, since this is something that the students have noticed 
and thought something should be done about it; 

2. secondly, the recommendation that college seminarians be assigned to 
summer jobs working with children, k& the diocese pick up the tab on their 
seminary expenses, since they wouldn't be working. 

I tactfully pointed out that others are very concerned about the first 
likewise, but there is nothing the Bishop can do about it; and secondly, that 
the experience in working with people, coupled with the financial straits of 
the diocese, would make the second recommendation not feasible or practical. 
Though Phil subsumed on the financial reason, I reiterated the experience 
reason, and he capitulated. He did in fact, even admit that he himself was 
hoping to work in South America in the summer and could do so only if someane 
picked up the tab, so maybe he has an axe to grind. 

Phil also had several recommendations for the faculty. They should mix 
more with the students, should be willing to serve each other and give a greater 
example to the students. In short, Phil had some spiritual counsel and spiritual 
direction to give to the faculty. 

On November 4 and 5, in addition to seeing me, Phil saw Father Mayer about 
the liturgy (though he is not a member of the liturgical commission), and 
talked to Father Dan Ryan, and saw Father Pusateri. In almost all of these 
things he was interfering with things that are none of his business or concern, 
and agonized other people whose concern they are. I finally summoned Phil and 
Bob Strusinski to my office to find out what was going on for the Bishop's 
~~ss on November 4. Phil had submitted four folk-type numbers, almost all of 
which were not known by the collegians, claimng to represent a segment of the 
student body. When I asked him if he was representing the liturgical commission, 
he somewhat backed off and said "No", but a group of six or so. Mr. Strusinski 
agreed that you could get six people wanting to do most anything. In short, 
Phil was meddling again. I have cautioned him about this last year. 

His sincerity, to me, is pretty obvious, though I am not always sold on 
the sincerity --- perhaps because some of the others, both faculty and student 
are not so sold. 

Phil, Mike, and I ended our interview by going to chapel and saying a 
prayer together. At the conclusion of it, I was very impressed with Phil's 
sincerity, but the events of the next day make me question it a bit. 

RLK 



Released April 2014

PHILIP DEDERA 
FR. DEDERA SCAN FROM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 

Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 

DATE: November 6, 1966 

Page 5. 

97 
00007:~ 

I spoke shortly to Phil, telling him that he was meddling, and to stop it. 
It was occasioned by his taking over on matters that pertain to Father Frederick 
and the CFM leaders. Phil had been approached by a priest who brought eight 
teenagers who were going to play guitars for the CFM, uninvited. The priest 
asked if it would be possible to make arrangements for dinner . Phil then told 
him it would cost $1.50 per head. This was none of Phil's business and not 
his place to be concerned about such things. I will speak to him again about 
this. 

RLK 

DATE: January 13, 1967 

Phil came to see me before I sent for him. About a montha ago, he had a 
conference wth Father Pusateri, in which Father Pusateri really let him have it, 
both barrels • Phil said he has been thinking a lot about this since that 
time. Phil came through to me better than he ever has. He expressed himself 
quite succinctly. I also tried to give Phil a true picture from where I 
stood. He said Father Pusateri accused him of being bitter, and he said there 
were other things that entered into his difficulties, mentioning the departure 
of Joe Moisant as one. This affected Phil very deeply. He has also been 
thinking about the Benedictines, especially since they have the Office in 
English . 

I told Phil I would be slow to accuse him of bitterness, and in fact, I 
would not, though at times I have wondered if he might not be. I pinted out 
that only a real hypocrite would be bitter and know it. Others could be 
bitter 9ut would not recognize it as bitterness. I did tell 1Phil I would 

lather characterize himas hypercritical and negative, in such a way that his 
mind was closed to what we had to say, and therefore growth was not possible. 
This disturbed me deeply. I likewise told Phil that I had been worried about 
him for quite some time and had even mentioned to the Bishop a year ago 
my concern for him. I again pointed out his inability to express himself; 
which was noted by others; and also his rather frequent position that everybody 
else was wrong, whereas he was right. I told him at times he seemed to be out 
to convert me, other faculty members, other students, and that one who comes 
from a position of such certitude that he is out to point out the error to 
others, is not at all disposed even to consider that he might be wrong himself--
~ich was Phil's attitude. This would amount to intolerance for the opinions of 
others. I again pointed out to Phil his meddlesomeness which I conceded 
probably springs from charity and a desire to help others, but which also indi­
cates a preoccupation with the faults of everyone else instead of worrying 
about his own. 

Phil wanted to talk to me. Though he feels what Father Pusateri said helped 
him greatly , he seems to be a little bit afraid to talk to Father Pusateri. 
Phil likewise is thinking of changing spiritual directors from Father Lennon to 
Father Clark or Mayer at the semester. 

Poor Phil probably left with another steam roller impression, though I 
tried to be very, very kind, and I told him I was glad he came but thought 
that things I said must be said in charity and justice. 

A couple of months ago, I was about ready to ask Phil to leave at the end 
of the semester. However, any harm he may have dne to others should be 
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As a final question, Phil asked me if he should work in YCS, as Father 
Gripka has asked him to do a few times, since he is very interested in it. 
I recommended against his working in YCS at this time because of the ease 
with which YCS people can go from a holy impatience to hypercriticalness. 
I told Phil he is like a person who has just had a tough sunburn and should 
not expose his pink new sun to the hit rays ofthe sun again so soon. I am 
now willing to watch and wait for another semester. 

RLK 

DATE: May 28, 1967 

I had a long talk with Phil. He has come a long, long way. I told him 
as much . He came to tell me that he is having some doubts and though he still 
very strongly inclined toward the priesthood, he seems, as I read him, 
perhaps to wonder if he can be as generous as a true priest must. Phil is 
appreciating our philosophy and beginning to see things in its light. He 
appreciates the openness that we have tried to build into the system. In 
my opinion, he has grown so much in the last three or four months, that 
if he continu~s in this vein, I would have no qualms at all about his 
ordination. A year and a half ago =•• as I told him ==• I did not think he 
would ever be able to make it. Phil still rambles and has perhaps qualities 
that would cause others a bit of consternation, yet he is aware of these 
things and they pain him. He deserves to be given the chance to continue 
to improve. My parting remarks were: "Keep up the good work" , and I do 
mea n it. 

RLK 
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In class, rather weak student . Fails to see point often . Definitely got 
impression that other sems now "down" on him, but would Slicker when he ' d 
expound in class . Sincere, but because confused in his thinking, he could be 
very dangerous. 

Fr . Gripka : Very per sonable -- gives good impression, cooperative . He is 
an old woman and minds everyone else's business , but has been very fine in gym. 

Fr. Braun : Showed great appreciation and gratitude. Takes teasing quite 
well, which is a good sign. He should be told to give someone else a chance 
to talk once in a while. 

He has made a very determined effort since Fr. Pusateri ' s _____________ with 
him, 

Prayer (?) 
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Phil's older brother, 
well as Phil's dad were there. We had a very enj 
family has a good sense of humor. I told Mr. Dedera that 
good year, in my opinion. Phil is an improving candidate, I think. 
goin~ to take the topic of authority in a teen-taught CCD program. 
said that no one should be as well qualjfied as he, since he had had so 
much difficulty with the notion of authority in the last few years. 

DATE: December 17, 1967 

Phil came to express a growing concern on his own part and on the part 
of some of the juniors and seniors about their own commitment and readiness for 
the approach~ng needs of the priesthood. I told him I was pleased that they 
were .cmming t;o these concerns, concerns we have had right along. !f}le very fact 
that they are concerned is a sign of progress. Phil thought that perhaps the 
juniors and seniors should have a retreat together because many juniors say 
they have not yreally discussed much about vocation or faced vocational pro8lem5, 
and because of a lack of openness with anyone, they find especially openness 
with each other to be RKpe«iaiiJ difficult and perhaps there is a carryover of 
lack of openness with spiritual directors, superiors, etc. 

Things are going fine as far as Phil is concerned. I would no longer 
have the terribly serious doubts I had some time ago about his advancement. 
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aptitude at this point, 
started, when Father 
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W;TH~N 7h£ UE~T WE ~ K • C~L~OQU1~M BET WEE N T~E QO~~EG ~ 

ANO VAC~L~~ IS S~H £0UL EDa tr S EEMS TH~T THESE COHV ERS~TCONS 
OR T ALKS TOGETWER HAVE B£ EN F1R SOME FA~ ~ROM SEfNG ~RUI~~UL 

OR OONST RU C TJV ~ E NOUGH ~0 ACCOM~~iS~ THE f~ TASKSo r~OM THE 
L AST CoG.Ao HEE~ tNG VE SE E COM~~SSiONS AS WE~~ ~5 INO ,Vi OUALS 

AND FAeUL~Y PREPAAlNG THEfR P LATrOR"S ANO R!GHr~ · S 0 9 ~OR 

WITHOU T TH~S ~REPARA T .ON AND e~AR4TY OF POSJTIO~$~ CONS T RUCTSV t 

ANS~ ERS WOU~O BE D1tFICULT TO COME BVa 

N~W fS -n~ TJME FO~ A GAE~TER ~~rC R- TO S~E TK£ OTHER SIO~ 

OF Trif ~GSo $~C3NO ~~NO •No~:£DGE IS ' DA NG ER OUS T~~~Ga J T 
OS UNFORTUNATE TH AT tT IS ~$ED B A~L PART!£$ HERE A r C~8 GS~ 

0T TAL~fNG ~OR OTHERS AN !NJ~STJC£ CAN 9£ DONE NOT O~LY TO TH£ 
P~ R T~ TA ~~J NG 8~T A~SO To THOSE THAT TH E PART F IS TAL~IH~ F OR , 
9~ 9T fN O E~ENSIVE OR OY~ENStVE ASP£CTo ro~ THIS M E~SON A HAN 

S~OU~O SPEAK roR Hl~S£~; IF kE S' ~ES,RESc MAN ~AS ~~WATS 

BE E N ANSWEPASLE TO riiS FELLt9 ~~N FQR hiS ACT IONS~ So WE hAVE 

I. COt.l.OQ\.IItJM~ 

Bu r T~ ERE IS A QUESTI ON ro e£ AMSWeReDo Ho~ ON£ SIO ED 
ARE WE a ~ EMO~R~iHG )N TH~ TASK SEFOR€ USJ Bv ~~iS i MEAN 
ARE WE TAL~SNG ANO lCt,HG AS I F 'LL T~E PROB LE MS AR~ E1TH£P 
ECONOMJC OR P~tSICAL? ARE T~£Y A~~ THE RESULTS 0~ $N~OMPEtENCE 

ON ONE SID E OP TH£ OTHE~g I DON 'T T~tN~ ~~ESE ARE ~C RDS W€ 
MEAN BUT TH£' AR£ WORDS SOMETJM~S USED OR INFERREOQ 

000093 

TOOA ~S WOR~O ~OR SOME lS C~ARACT~RllED 81 MIS TRUST ANO M~S~ 
UNOER S TAkJ ~ NG , WHlCH ~EAOS T O A GRE•T DEAL OF UN~£RTAI~T7 A~O 

A~XJ£T~o SoH~ wou~o HAY£ us ae:~~Eve: TH-~ THE~E ts LtTTLt H0°£ F~ 
TH E WORL0 1 L£WfS ~ CR C&6oSo JN T~IS StTUAT,ON HOPE FALLS AS 
U ~LL AS PERSO~A~ EXQECTATJO~S AND GOALSo WHAT AR! O~R P~RSOKAL 
EltPE~TAT'O~S NO GOAI.S !""OR C'o0c:.$, AND 
C OON 1 T ~£~U TkOS~ ~N THE O:L~~GE GUI DE ? ~"v DO SO~£ ~EO?~£ 

AS~ 1 OS TH~R~ AN~ ROO~ ~0~ ~ ?R~£5~ fW TH~ FUTURE~ WHY OON~1 

THE G~¥ERNNENT CRAFT SZMtNAR JANS ~ OR WH Y SHOULD 1 ~A VE CONC E~H 

AG OUT ANOThER SEMS 3'FFICU ~T!£S; 00 ( M~~E THEM? 

l.J£LL !N .tNStiEFt 1C "''H":: !.AST QU E STION MA?!S~ tiE: 0 0.- "TH~ 

WOFH . O fS t1Af1S 1 t•O T t'1£Fl ~!..'? 1N A S£NS£ "rHAT H!!: HAS A .!..t£ !'4 ON t~$ 

RE SOURCES, BUT J N ~ PAR M~RZ MTS T £Rl0US ANO PO~EA~u~ SENSt 1 

I N TH4 T ~E I S P Sh~P~A OV iTS ~O NSCf E NOE~ TK E MA~ER 0~ J TS 
SPlRITUAL FORHS , THE C RE ATOR OF CTS MORA~ ATMOS PHER E*" 5To 
CNA RL E S 0CRR 0 MEC S F-M I NA R ? •s oo~s NOT M£R t LY tN A s£HS£ ~~AT w~ 
HAVE A ~~~N ON ITS R~S OU ~CES&•~ WHAT XI HO OF SHA PE fS OvR 
OONSCt EHCE 1~7 WHAT ~2 «0 0~ MOR~ 4TMOSPKE RE HAVE WE ~R ~A TEO? 

MI.N HA KEs Rl s owN woin.o , H' 11~ e,;oos£s To oc so,. I;IHA1' 

kiN~ C ~ Wv~~O WAVE WE HADE FOR O~~SEL~~S ? 1 AM S~ RE fH£ RoMAN 
LEGIONS AND LJ~AL f•RA~TS ~10 ~lT MAK E THE WJRLD P~EA SING T~ THE 
Je:ws ., Y E T "'O'J oro CnRiST ACT IH .. HJs woALo,. Dt-ul'f •-r ~ot£ WA-VE 

£~PEC T~~ IOH$ A~O HOPESo 
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WE H£A~ SOME SAY WHEN WIL~ THE FACULT~ CUT OOWNj F~GET 
ITo T~~y VON'T! WE MUST OHOOSE OURSELV ESo WE M#S~ MAKE DEC ISfONSe 
W£ !•\us ~Pow " NO' 11• Tu R E" t1A Y BE so ME A" E HoP • ;;e;:;_..:.T.:.:H:.A:.....:.T_..:.T::.H.:.:e=-=-F-=":..::e:..:u:.t...:..:T..:v--

w@L~ BAEAK DOWN BEFORE A OECISJON HAS TO OE MA OE o 

WE SEE A ~EW NOT COMING TO HORN!N~ PRAYERS ~ A YEW NOT SHOW­
ING UP FOR DISHES OR MANUAL LA80R, AND A FEW NOT TO CONCERNEO 
~SOU~ THE3a STU~i~So WK~ ARE SOME SO CONC ERN£~ ABOUT 7HIS 
SITUATiON? T HESE SAME PEOPLE IN SOME CASE&, BUT MA YBE ANO FOR THE 
MOST PART IT HA $ BEEN ALL OF US WH~ CGNTJNUAt..LY TAKE OUR TURN 
AT CU7TiNG C~ASSES 3 S~~PPING MANUAL LABOR ANO DIS HES~ AND St..EEP­
fNG THROUGH MORN1NG PRAYERSo WE ARE SOMEWHAT ~AK GH OUR WORK 
BUT WHAT DOES THAT MATTERa ER fC H~FfER' HAS AN OPPfN~ON THAT RN 
WORK KAN CAN El< PRe'SS H!l'tSEl..l" ANO SHO\-J IHS CREII.TlVI1'Yo T~I<E A\·tA'f 
WORK A~D MA~S ANK!ETY AHO ~RUSTRATiON INCREAS ES IN ~IS LB~E 
SiTUATfONb HE HAS ~EA$0H FOR RIOTo A MAN HAS COMHJTTED HgMSELF 
TO W~RKa He HAS MAO£ 4 DEOI SS I ONo NoV WE A~£ NOT COMPLET ELY 
COMM~TT~D TO OUR WORK AND WE ARE MEN IN 6ECOMINGi AS A R£S~LT 
WE MAV 8E EXPER ft F.:NC ilNG F"RUSTRAT,OHi AtntrETV MH:> A O ZFFVCU!.TV 

TO ESTABL8S M GOALS o · THIS MgGHT eg OU£ TO SOMETHING ~HICH SHOU~O 
BE EKP£CTEO t THAT 1St WITH INE~PERIEUC£ A~D UNAWARENESS OF 
YHE PRI£S1'HOOO ~N 1"li~ SEI'tlls i'';A'RT OOf'E S AN Ot.lOERSTANO'ABl.E HESI TAT ION 
TO MAK£ aN AL~ ENO~MPAS$1NG OECIS#O~o BUT TME DIF~ICU~TY 4RtS£S 
WHEN ~~ RE~USE SOME BEG INNiNG GO~~JT~ENTS ~R OECiSSJON$ TO OUR 
WORKo WE SEE FOR T~E SEMt PART OF HIS WOR~ ! S HIS OAILY STUDI~S, 
MA~UAL LABCR AND APOSTOLIC VOR~So JF A S£M ~EGt..ECTS HfS RESPOW$ 1-
B ILI~Y. HERE ~ IS ~E NOT FRUSTR AT ING HGMSELF? "MAN CREATES HIS 
OWN WORLD~" fF FOR SOME TH as 8S THE CAS£~ W£ Sl1!£ THAT f~O CRACK 
OOWN 0~ ~ULE JS GOING ?0 HELP THEM BUT JUS~ COH~INUE TO STAY OF~ 
ANY O£eiSSON 0~ THE'R PART A~D ARAEST GROVTH ANO HATURINGo 

SOW~ HAVE CRISfS FOR A\o/H8t.E BUT liE FORGEY' \-lil'.H CRlSlS COMES 

AWARENESSo THOSE WHO ARE AWARE CAN GR~W BECAUSE T HE~ UNDERSTAND 
THE RE~A T I ONSH I P 9ETW£EN .COMMQ Tl'i.£NT .;; OEC f SS D 01\1 ANO GOAL o> 

BARNABAS t1ARY AH9E~S TE~LS US THAT REVE~ATJON AND AWARENESS GOM£S 
THROUGH WORO A~O O€EOG Goo SPEAKS THROUGH WORD ANO OE EO o MAYS~ 

THJS JS S~KE ~USTIFt C~T ION FOR A ~REAT£R _~XTER~AL £~PR£SSIOH 

HERE--41" C"_S~S6 QF THE lftTERJtAii. VOJt-0 W-tto!~-H f~ L1YINO Vf?iUN US 

ANa SJfOULD 8£ E)(PRESS!tt> TltROUGH us AS ClfRtST-~J;ftS' e f"IAYBt WE: AR~ 
IN H~STTATUIC TO MAK.E OAJL.'f 0£CfSS!ONS, OAH."f FRUST~ATfNG GUA 
WORK ANO FU TURE QOALSo THus , WE C R~ATE OUR OWN ENXI£TY ANO 
rRUSTRA TlONo GROWTH DOES NOT ~OM£ vUST EX TERNALLY BUT 8NT£RNAL~Y 
F"ROH OUR OtCISS§O~So "A ONiLO 0~ THE 3NFANT 8S eY DEFIN I T ION 
TH £ ONE ~HO "AS NO A~TERNATiVES OR WHDSE At..T~RNAT IVES AR£ CH OS~N 
~OR HIM " BY OTHERSo BUi THE AOU~T IS FACED WiTH A GRO~ING SET OF 
OHOICES 9 AMUNG TRE~ eE !S CALLEO TO EV~LUATE• TO REJECT; OR TO 
ACCEPT 9 A~O 3» THtS V~RY PROCESS TO CONSTRUCT HI S LIFE~" 

MANV COftTE~O W£ HAV£ ENO~QU F~eEDO~ TO CvNSTRU~T OUR LIVES~ 
fT SE~MS WE HAVE tnOUGH ~OOLS ~~ WHaoa WE CO~ EX£Re l s~ OUR FR££00Mo 
BUT THC:A£. SS N~ YREEOOM IHTH OU T !CNO\oJL EOG!t " iT fS HERE 'WHERE\(£ HAY£ 

a\ bACit: Of" ~nO\/L£D1;E Al-tO AS A RES ULT A l.~CIC CF TH E IINO£RSTANDfN<; rF 

OU~ Cl;R~UMST~UOES AND HOW TO EXEROfS£ OUR OWN P'REEDOM fN THOSE 
C i R~UMSTAH CES TH AT I !!'E:E.l. TlfE >' R OB!.E'M ~Ef4TERS i TSEl..i'"o 
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NAME DEDERA, Philip 

COMMENTS OF RECTOR: 
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Phil has average intellectual ability, and in many instances seems to drive it too far. At 
the beginning of the year, the majority of the faculty members weuld have classified Phil 
between too talkative and almost nutty. 
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As time wears on, the nomenclature used in describing Phil becomes more favorabl e: ;B 
some would say .. mediocrity, .. others would say " delightfully confusing. u He still has too 0 
much trouble when he tries to express himself, then can be a bore in this respect; however, 3!: 
many of the Faculty members do see some improvement, and would not write Phil off so 
quickly. 

-
Although confused in thinking and speaking, Phil otherwise-is sincere, honest, community 
minded and of solid spiritual convictions, which do bespeak a good degree of maturity. 

c -0 
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If the Diocese could figure out some way, in accord with its policy, of asking Phil to undergo 0 
psychological testing, it think it might be helpful for Phil. I say that the Diocese should '"T1 
ask him, because I feel that it might single Phil out too much, if we shoul d ask him to do 5 
this . r-

Since this is Phi11s first year at St. Thomas S eminary, he is not eligible for reception of 
any Orders. 

~s.C?~d,~- ­
'7?-t.~ 
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Dear Phil , 

October 21, 1969 

At t he August dinner for the major seminar ians of 
our Diocese at Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary, Lockport, I 
mentioned that Bishop Blanchette would like to see the theo­
logians during the Christmas holidays. 

More recently, the ~ishop has asked me to set un 
definite appoint ments for our t heologians - to see him, 
Bishop Vonesh and me. Would you kincly see Bishon Blanchette 
i n this office on 1\'fonday, Oecemher 29, at 4:30, Bishop 
Vonesh at 3:30 and me at 4·00. I woul d appreciate your con­
firilling these appointments by card or letter as soon as con­
venient. 

I hope t he year is eoing well for vou and I wish 
to assure you of roy best personal wishes. I am, 

Mr. Philip Dedera 
St. Thomas Seminary 
1330 S . Steele Street 
Denver Colorado 80210 

DLR/smc 

Sincerely yours in Christ 

The Reverend Daniel L. Ryan 
Ca ancellor 

147 
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Father Ryan, 

Oct . 28, 1969 
St . Thomas Sem . 

000122 
I am very pleased to see a 

greater interest in priestly formation 
on t~e part of t~e Diocese and will be 
home with bells on . The date and times 
of appointments are fine . 

Take care of yourself . Please 
give my regards to Fr . Kaffer if you see 

him. I am, 

Sincerely yours in Christ 

Phillip Dedera 
St . Thomas Seminary 
Denver, Colo . 80210 

' 
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My interview \'lith Philip Dedera, 2nd Theologian at Thomas Seminary, 

Denver Colorado 

Philip states that there is a good spirit among the stu­
dents in his class at St. Thomas Seminary. His main wish is to be a 
parish priest and this is quite definite . There is no objection in 
his mind to the involvement of priests in different aspects of parish 
life as he sees this fulfilled with the priests of the Diocese of 
Joliet out his main activity is to work with the people of a parish. 
He stated that he felt there was a great need today for good solid 
priests in Church. He stated that his wish to enter the priest-
hood is stronger n0\'1 than it was perhaps a year ago. He states that 
h.is future is becoming more clear to him as time goes on. This stu­
dent spoke at some fength on the point of celebacy and he said that 
lt has its place cerfainly in the Church and he thinks that th.e beau-. 
ty of it must be seen and appreciated. 

I consider Philip to be a good candidate for the priest-
hood. 
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NAM-E--=D=E=D=E=R=~~~P~h=il~ip,~----------~J~O~L=------

CO~MENTS Of RECTOR: 

Phil .ha.s a verilge intall~c~tal abiliey) an .1. i.u many iru~tances seems to drive it too far . At 
the beginning of the year, the majority uf the facull"y member~! W~S.uld ha?.ve clasaifio~?;d Phil 
berneen :.0·::> talkatlve a.4ld ;>.lm.o~t natty. 

As time w~~:rg on, the no· .l-en.cla.tnr e Ud~d in de3~l uing Phil beCCI:lel'! more iavorabl2: 
~¢t7te would say 1'rr1ediccr .ty.u othar-i wo•.:d.d r;,a•l "d<?:lightfully cor.1usL"1g. u He still .has wo 
much trocb!c when he tri~· s to expraes hiJ.uoalf', the.1 can be ~ l"UJ~;:.o in this reo pee t; b.o~";TeY~r, 
tn..1..ny of the Fa<:ulty me.zn::.e-r~ clc SE:~ ~cme H~p?c-.,·f' ,n••· n~. a.nd ·.vou.ld not v !"ite Phil oit ill..' 

qu.idtly. 

Alt.~ou.gh confttsed tn ~hlJ: .:dDg ~d s_?e.a!d fl£, .fhl!. a" ~n· i.~~Bi!l c;;int· ~.rE' hon~ ~ t. com...i:n.t!l.itv 
mL"lC.se ~of solid !>pb"· .. tu.a.l l:onvic ti.ml!J,, ogh:ich !ire D1!Hll~~ak ~ g<Jod deg~ee c£ m.ll.turity . 

C 
~~ .t)i.oceae COt.ll:} !if'll"e OU.t f'O'me W~'.r Ua ll.c .::orii ~'!,t} iU r···licy, of A&king r'h.\3. tO '..:L.<1.0~rgf.> 

'I.. . 1 ' ~ . " ... ~~-'- ' . h. ' ~.,. l • 1 • F l ·• t' " ~l... -r-.· • ' • t- .I <:A~-;, ogtc4 ... t~~ti.lli§: ., ~ 1t ml.g. t l!}t: u~ t;JJU.t t.: 4 P.J.. ;.fl.y .o,a,. > .. ne J..'!.<.:C~$ e SJ:>.CU-< •. 

aBk hun, b~<:~~».:: I ie!, that !·~ .:ntght ::JiT..gle ~:::u.l ~·t ~ ~o.: mv.ch, if w~ :~ b:nU.d a?~ him t(> ~o 

thi3 

Sin-:~ t.~is i::; .?hil'a r: ~·st yea!: &t St, rn.o~~ S.al!rl:.I~Y. h~ h not eli;;ibl~ br r;:ce:-tio-u oi 
a..ny 01."<!~::-a . 
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DIOCESE OF JOLIET 

eh.anc•l'lj 0/fic, 
4 25 SUMMIT STR EE T 

JO L I ET, IL L I NOIS &0435 

March 18, 1970 

Rev. Roger L. Kaffer, Rector 
St. Charles Borromeo Seminary 
Rt. #53 and Airport Road 
Lockport, Illinois 60441 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Dear Father Kaffer : 

I have read the papers you have sent on in 
connection with Phil Dedera and I too would like to endorse 
Father Persich's suggestion in his regard. I am of the opin­
ion that Philip could well benefit from some professional ad­
vice at this time and I would hope that he would be willing 
to undergo this added burden . 

not overly disturbed by 
the report of 

000139 

With kindest personal regards and sincere best 
prayerful wishes, I am 

RJV/smc 

Auxiliar 
Vicar Ge 

of Joliet 
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18 ~crrlE! ~!mzm ~mu 

~oliet, c3Uinois 

hev. Roger Kar fer ' 
St . Charles Borromeo Seminary 
Lockport, Illinoi s 

Dear Father Kaf fer: 

March 18,1970 

W"ith regard to the case of PU,il Dedera: I 

endorse F'ather Per sick 1 s suggestion contained in the 

next to last p~agraph in the second page of his 

letter of March 13. 

;lith kindest personal regaras, I am 

Sincerely in Christ 

z-<>-~~, 
/ ~ LTordon Michels 
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DIOCESE OF JOLIET 

ekanCUIJ Office 
000141 

4 25 S U M M I T STREET 

JOL I ET, ILL I N O I S 60 43 ~ 

CONFIDENTIAL 

The Reverend Roger L . Kaffer 
St. Charle s Borromeo Seminary 
Lockport, Illinois 60441 

Dear Father Kaffer: 

March 19, 1970 

I reply to your kind lette r of March 17, regarding Philip Dedera. I believe 
trist should be obtained in this case, 

an attitude which other persons and I have had from personal contact with 
for some time . 

Whatever caution can be use d in this case, I heartily recommend. 

With best wishes , I am 

Sincere ly yours in Christ , 

Olildtil~1 
The Reverend DanielL. Ryan 
Chancellor 

DLR:lrm 
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ST. CHARLES BORROMEO SEMINARY 
TEL EPHONE 815 - 838-8 100 

L OCKPORT, ILLINOI S 6 0 44 1 
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ST. CHARLES BORROMEO SEMINARY 000143 

rftJ~ 

TELEPHON E 815 - 838-8100 

L OCKPORT. ILLINOIS 6 044 1 

=----------
f/A. ~-~ ~ ~-~;._ 

. J~A, ~ ~ ~-L>f ~ 
~~~~~, ~ 

4lr1?1 --L ~ . c f/-~.-__ c.-4 3J~ hI 
R..c~ 
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Father Harol d Persich, CM 
St . Thomas Seminary 
1300 s. Steele Street 
Denver 5 Colorado 80210 

Dear Father 'Persich: 

Thank you so very much for your 
Dedera. I have consulted with t he 

completely with 
our letter name 

t-Ie wi 11 be quite 
have it . Thank you f or 
happy and hol y Easter: 

With 

; ' . ;_; 

000145 

March 24, 1970 

13 concerni ng Philip 
and am authorized to tell 

u, to receive the outcome when you 
interest. God's blessings for a 

I remain. 

Sincerely , in Christ, 

RLK:jr 

Father Roger L. Kaffer 
Rec t or 
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St. Thomas Seminary 

OF"FICE. OF THE RECTOR 

Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 

1300 S OUTH STEELE STREET 

OENVER,COLORAOO 80210 

9 April 1970 

Rector, St. Charles Borromeo Seminary 
Lockport, Illinois 60441 

Dear Father Kaffer: 

171 

OQ014-6 
Te:t..etPHON!!. 

72Z·4687 
AREA COD E. ~03 

I have finally caught up with your letter, having been out of town 
at a provincial chapter for ourCongregation over the Easter holidays. 

I have had an interview with Phil conce 

I shall be in touch with you. 

With every best wish, I remain 

Sincerely in Christ, 

{Very Rev. )Harold B. Persich, C. M. 
Rector 
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000147 
COMMENTS OF RECTOR: Phil is serious, hard working, devoted to the seminary. His problem 
- ~ confusion in thinking and expression is already known and acknowledged by him; and I 

)W that you are aware of this . 

Considering these difficulties, everyone is still quite favorable towards Phil and would like 
to do wahtever they can to make Phil as effective as possible as a priest, and to help him to 
Sacred Orders . 

In considering Phil 1s petition for promotion to Orders of First Tonsure and the Four Minor 
Orders, the faculty vote was: 15 favorable; l abstention. 

As Rector, I recommend Phil 1s n..-.-.rn 
Like you, I am anxious 

( 
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Eliil Dedara does very well, espec.ially with ldds • . SomatW8 he cam w. 
toe> strong end tumed off his paers:t hie ~ seBinari.ans. 'lhey feel he 
does not; come to the poin~ m mm.\JY ·issues. They ge~ frustrated in diaeuasit:J8 
th1nga with him. ~ 

Yn:l.l 1& a hs'l'd wor'ke1:. "' Be certainly bas tremendous spirit 1n wsn.ting 
to do ctu;:ist's work. lte is .,artic::ularly attractive to the bl~ eoUaz worker : , 
with wbcm be relet~ vaxy ~. Beyond that beD not too effeetiu. 



Released April 2014

( 

FR. DEDERA SCAN FROM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 181 
Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 



Released April 2014

AREA J;R,,DEDERA SCAN FROM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 182 
000160 R€d"a'ae'd~6ru~~-~Y~ 

TMJA 
DIOCESE OF JOLIET 

425 S U MM I T STR EET 

JOLIET. I L..L.. I NO I S 6043~ 

CONFIDENTIAL 

The Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
St. Charles Borromeo Seminary 
Lockport, Illinois 60441 

Dear Father Kaffer: 

May 15, 1970 

Thank you for your communication of May 14 regarding Philip Dedera. You know 
that for a long time I have had serious reservations about this young man's con­
tinuance as a student for the priesthood in our diocese. I have felt, without being 
a professional psychologist, that there was in his conversation, 
and to attack an article of directly. 

of the other day, I suggested that the 
although cautiously, optimistic about 

Very.fianlc.ly, and conscientiously, I cannot share that optimism. I think that Father 
Pock, in his way, a person who is certainly "in Phil's camp", if any one is, only 
serves to point out further the m. We do not have parishes in our diocese 
where people laboring under an effectively work 
in the 70's and the years ahead. 

I must state in conscience that I think that he should be advised to with-

With best wishes, I am 

Sincere! y yours in Christ, 

Ciwdi~ 0 ?~at, 
The Reverend DanielL. Ryan 
Chancellor 

DLR:lrm 
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MEMO 

May 19, 1970 

00 0161 

It is my opinion and recommendation that Philip Dedera be kindly and 
gently notified by the rector of St. Thomas Seminary in Denver of the recommen­
dations of the professionals, namely that he would find the pr 

t should 
allowing to continue in 

, with the understanding that it would 
be a time of coming to a decision both for him and for the seminary 
authorities, on whom the diocese must rely. 

To dismiss him on the basis of 
to me to put an overemphasis on these questionable 
could quite understandably make all candidates fearful 
There was not a serious uestion about the advancement of Philip to Orders 

He had been unanimously recommended 
tho said would have 

Furthermore, after a young man has spent six years in preparing for the 
priesthood for the diocese, I do not think it is fair, wise or humane to 
follow a safer course and dismiss him without much more attention and efforts 
being made to help him solve whatever problems he may have. 

It has been the experience of the diocese 
had their vocations 

and they 
had 

in two specific instances I 
called into serious question 

outstanding priests . 
t to be ven to 

I do believe that Philip has some compensating qualities, among which 
are a great spirit of generosity, a bssic orientation for the cause of Christ 
and the teachings of Christ, and an openness and good will that I feel may 
perhaps rightly be considered bet if he were at this time asked to 
discontinue his seminary studies. 
evaluation was known before Philip was recommended by our faculty to go on 
to theology . The only change seems to be that the seminary notices some 
improvement. All pros and cons being considered I strongly urge that we 
not act hastily in this regard. 

--t~~7kA'4k~ . ..a . 
..} {Jr- ~ . .~"'-'~ ~ Resp~rtJ ully s~ubt ed, 

~o~ ;to ;t;4 ~ . ~ cr t. ~ 
i .(. ~ Fat er oger L. K er 
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.JCLI£T, ILLINOIS 

60431 

21 May 1970 

Rev. Roger Kaffer 
St. Charles Seminary 
Lockport, Illinois,60441 

Dear Roger, 

Re: Phillip Dedera 

First of all, Terry and I want to congradulate you on your 
new appointment to Providence. Your major job there v.Iill be to 
patch up the bad feeling towards Catholic High. 

00 . 0 0 to the Seminar y in memory 
If you can came up with something 

DFB:rs 
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ST. CHARLES BORROMEO SEMINARY. 

186 

TELEPHONE 815. 838·8100 

LOCKPORT 1 · LLINOIS 6044 l 

(l.":f} lR~ 
VVv v•:t 

J ~ ' n--e-e _4.4 ~ ~ l.r"-<-~ 
~~- tJ<~M -~~ 
~ , ....../Pr~ -

Y -7ift-rf'rd ~ft ~ ~ ~ 
:)'(~~----~ ~ r_,u ri ;G ~ ~ ~ 

;{; "<-'-~ ~ ~ ~ . 
- ___ _} ;:t~ 4.- -;tL_-, ~~ ~ 9-~~ _,-y-r- - "" 

r-PA~~­
~~F -
4~~ 
~ z, l, /? 7o 
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ST. CHARLES BORROMEO SEMINARY 
TELEPHONE 815 • 838·8100 

LOCKPORT. ILLINOIS 6044 t 

000166 
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ST. CHARLES BORROMEO SEMINARY 
TELEPHONE 815- 838-8100 

LOCKPORT. ILLINOIS 60441 

May 22, 1970 

Very Rev. Harold Persieh, C.M., Beetor 
St. Tho11&8 Seldnary 
1300 s. Steele St. 
Denver, Colorado 
80210 

Dear Father Persich: 

Since we rec:ei ved word from you last week that the seminary aannot 
recommend Philip Dedera for orders t his spring, I have refet.Ted this to 

000167 

our diocesan seminary board, and the board concurs. Regarding the future, 
the seminary board is d:lvided. Therefore, when Philip returns, he ms:y appear 
before the board if he so desires. The next seminary board meting is 
scheduled for June 16, 1970. 

With cordial personal regards, I remain 

rllt 

ec PhiUp Dedera 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Father Roger L. Kaffer, REctor 
Secretary for the Seminary Board 

P.S. n&aii! jlW tbe enclosed canon copy for Phi.l to bJ.&t, ao that it vill 
be delivand 1a the vameh of huaaa exeb8D8• racber chao nc.e1w4 ho• a adlltox. 
'lbaak you. 
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St . Thomas Seminary 
1300 SOUTH STEEI.E STREET 

DENVER, COLORAOO 80210 

The Rev . Roger L. Kaffer 
St . Charles Borromeo Seminary 
Rt. 53 and Airport Road 
Lockport, Illinois 60441 

Dear Father: 

190 

000168 
TEL~PHOH£ 

'7ZZ-.ce&7 
A.REA c;OOE. 303 

Phil Ded~ra asked me to write you, and I'm very happy to do so. 
I must say, first of all, that my v1e11s do not represent any 
officia l seminary position. I write simply as someone here who 
has knot-m Phil for eight or nine months. 

Secondly, I have not been a party to a~y of the correspondence 
or the conversations that have gone on· relative to Phil's return­
ing ; consequently, I am ignorant of any of the reports , save 
f or what he has told me. 

I ha1re kno1-m Ph.ils as I w·rote above, just for the past school 
year. In that time, I have found him to be a person I feel to 
be quite sincere and dedicated to his vocationo I believe I 
have seen him in both good times and bad; and in both situations , 
he behaved as I would expect a seminarian to behave. I have 
seen him angry, but with an anger that comes from dedication. 

He has all'Tays been very helpful to me, offering time and sug­
gestions. I know this to be true w"ith regard to other depar t­
ments in the seminary, and also 1-rith his classmates. I' m sure 
everyone rrould agree rri"ch this. 

I believe he is dedicated to prayer. This observation comes 
fro m remarks he has made in clas s and priva tely to me. Also 
from seeing him in chapel at di fferent times. I kr1ow that he 
i s interested in t~e conduct of the litll.rgy, especially as a 
way of serving the peo~le 

Academical ly, I bsli eve he i s an average student ; but I suppose 
t hat you l'rould have more i nformation on that than I do, and 
are abl e to judge from his past grades. 

Fi nally, I know that be was disappointed a t the way in which 
this decision was handled. Ho,·rever , there rra s not much evidence 
of any violent reaction, but a reali s tic f a cing of facts. I 
hope that these fragm~ntary vie,rs of mine might help to shed 
some light on the problem. I will be glad to give any other 
help that I can. · · 

Sincerely , 

Rev. John E. Rybolt , C.M. 
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SAINT THOMAS SEMINAR Y 
1300 South Steele St~eet 

Denve~, Colo~ci3o 

Most Reverend Romeo Blanchette 
Bishop of Joliet 
c/o Rev. Roger L. Kaffer 
Secretary Semi nary Board 
St. Charles Borromeo Seminary 
Rt. 53 & Airport Rd. 
Lockport, Illinois 60441 

Dear Bishop: 

May 27, 1970 

In the light of what has just happened to Mr. Phillip 
Dedera, we his classmates feel it necessary to voice our 
op~n~on. From our vantage point, it seems that the 
process of "clipping" Phil from the reception of minor 
orders was not a just, open, and well-thought out or 
defined decis i on. 

We cannot thus condone that was used in 

Furthermore, because of the lack of confidence and 
knowledge this de~ision is evidence of, we feel we 
must speak out in behalf of Phil 's integrity and ability. 
His refusal from orders cont:x;adicts our experience 
with Phil in the last two years in which he has lived 
and worked with us . I f Phil coul d not adjust to too 
much tension, then he surely would not have pulled 
through the ordeal in question. Naturally he got 
angry, which was mo'E'e than justified, but he con­
trolled it and wen t about in a calm methodi c way · 
to discover the true nature of his refusal and what 
he could do about it . He neither attacked anybody 
vindicti vel y nor set out to put himself up as a 
martyr, but tried to determine the nature of his 
problem and tried not onl y to solve i t but a l so to 
set into motion the machinery for alleviati ng the same 
type of problem in the future for others. 
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Having voiced our disapproval of the methods used in the 
refusal of orders,we would like now to formulate our per­
sonal interpretation of Phil ' and his qualifications, as we 
have mentioned before, are born out of two years of 
living, praying, studying, working, and recreating with 
him. In the time Phil has been here, he has always been 
very active in school politics, liturgy, academics, and 
apostolic works. He is by no means one to sit back 
uninvolved. On the contrary, he is an extremely enthusias­
tic and sincere person. For example, he has done a lot 
of work with the liturgy, and in fact was in charge of 
our retreat for minor orders. He has been a member of 
the academics committee and also an active member of 
our apostolic works committee. This year he ran for 
student body president. In all of his endeavors, Phil 
has proved-: himself truly a capable and dedicated worker. 
He has shown that he has the leadership, and the inte­
lligence to back up his enthusiasm. 

Phil also knows how to relax and enjoy himself. Re is 
well balanced and makes good use of his time. He joins 
actively in athletics, entertainment, and other recrea­
tional doings, and functions very adequately as a well 
rounded individual. He is always cordial and friendly 
and has a warm cheerful greeting for everyone he meets . 

We are writting this letter out of a sincere concern for 
a fair and adequate evaluation of Phil. We want to give 
a realistic view of how we see him and we see that he is 
not perfect, but can adjust to, and work out his problems 
in a very capable manner . We each, of course, know Phil 
on differing degrees of intimacy and in our class none 
of us can say anything detrimental to his character, 
ability, or dedication to the priesthood. He is thus, in 
our estimation, a very capable, adjusted, and sincere 
person and by all means deserving of the reception of 
orders. We strongly stand by Phil in his attempt to work 
through his present situation. We sincerely hope that 
you will give serious consideration to t he confidence 
that we, his classmates, have in him. 

Thanking you for your kind courtesy and time devoted 
in this matter, we remain, 
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I r €.cei ~rcrl : r·)lti' 

u i t.!1. ;:rou or .]islwp vo~1esh. 
I c;,m C ).llc c:.: ~:sci. a1;out 

~ ~L 
e;dend Ol'cl .;;:c<: a nd. I ::.::1 Ex...xio us to nee·t 

r:1:,.-E ~lf to clo _ nec ess~:.r~·~. 

ever , so:1e be c lc:.r ifiad . Fir.::t, -
ar1el i 11t ~_~r-.. .ri e :r ~,rere c o:·1d1..;.c tecl; s eco:1d , t~ie e~ia::tta.tiol~ of t~e 
tllircl det::ire t o pnrcuo the PricBt}:.ood of Jesus c:1rizt . 

of :!.. 

0:.1 nay 25 tl1. I spok.e ~-·i tb. li't:',t~ .. er H>..J.sh O ' .Do~mell , d e",:c of t lloolozy, 
c:.ccordi ;;mo. otb.~r fac u2. t;;• met-:J.oa~·s I cons-..;.l ~Get , t he first illt E:rpr·et-
a tior: by 
i ng !:Io ly ·.: ·..> e.1: 
(15- 0) as -;£2-G 

d i d not signifi cn~iltly ii.~fl-.. '!.e::~c e tb.e factll t y ~;!te£1 dt.:tx·­
t .C.c1 r:1et to co:~sider their e valu.a tio~•~'j . T~.1.eir vot '3 ~-:as . f'c~Yoro.o le 
tt:e C: ea.n 1 s o~·L!l }.-~ccc:~tendf!.ti o :'.!. . So!Jeti r.1e during t1:.c seconcl O:' tl1i~~l 

l?eek i n A~;ril I ~·rc-.s c a l lE-d. in · 
( the fe.c :.1l ty ' ::: oonfid.snce in :::~ . 

"i·rl_:e. t -:·r;;,s cor,1.~1lllli ca t ee'!. 
, .. rh~~ r.1ust Oe :)02.i1tec."'.. ot.:.t is tl1c;.. t 

t he l .. 3ctor, cle2 .. 11, an{l t~1ose 

On !.Ia:y.,. 21st t:..:e r e ctor c c .. l l ec1_ in(; into }~is office and told 
3 :i. s;'lop 1 s c1_eci sio;< ::ot to ezt·encl orcl.ers . ::-' e <=.:.:.,id , :!:le conc··zred . 
I-£e sf'..id ~eca1.~s 0 

I es£~d 1·ihe.~;.; ~~& .. s uy s t 2.tus ~-:i t;11Jo 

El Q_ L!~; deziro to ptt.r·St:.e i;i.1.e priec5thoocl Of JeE:~}.S C~~rir:>t this 
1nea.2.tt J-olie t , ; ? .. s 6 .. !.~o:;yil2.b !.:e t~te~e 1-r.s.z ~11:-E..:.ro o ti2e1 .. se.:;i.i r~e.ri GZ o~ .r .. ~:ot!'-1~l ... d.ioce s e . 

3eca:.lr~e of ~l:=,t~(;l" Kc~f::·e~ ' ~ cell ~ .. !Hi i :ldir-;:ctl:;.¥ Fi::th9:c Poc~: 1 a s .. r..d. l{~~up'n 
ill1J.c.ir;)r, t~lG r~c·~or calle(!_ ~--~ ir!tO 1:is o~fice c~ 3er;oncl Jvi ::te ( 1:ir~~l 22 ) to 
i rlfo1. .. r~1 rue tj~a.t 11e r~cor~:nei!QGc1_ t b.e.t I 21ot l~ec-c:iv·e ord.e:?~s 5 L.e said. l1e cli d_ tl1is 
C0 11SL1.l-Gi~_; ~:--i tl: so:~e f~~c1ll ty. I l_jJ:'eS\.LnE:d. ti1i s ".! ~ ... s z~o s i.r.:.c e r~~~r Y:?sf!le 1:-c:-.. s Ol1 o.r_ 
o :-cC: .. :.:l·s car·ti f lcz.,t e , I •,ra.:.. s::_~·}?OSs to Oo ~t th.-8 crc' .. er •s conf'ere11CS c..eco:::'c~i:n.g t o 
tL.e ]·:c·i s:..~t ~;i -;ri ~·.:.g th..=-:.. t~;;.l:~ . FI'· . 1:~£!...:.--s E:n, t"_ec.ri of ·t~l~-! col:es~ ~-.1:1d .. j_-.e -~.~ rc c-·.t 
~-Jc: .. ;:-;·:.;\: r :=-or ~~·.e ::~~:102 .. 01·:..:.ers :r· ~--::;:s:.~ , ce ll£cl ~::: i11to :~i ::> o:· .:.-- ice t~;o r?. .. c;:;ls afte1 .... 
I ;·:c·.G i !;.fo!. ... JE:(l tl::c.·,t I ~: -::'. s ::;ot ~cr.ei ;r:L :.i~~ o r\~. 3r·s £.~·rK1_ c-,sl<~c."!. r ... e ~~o ·. :- J~~1e plarL:1i ~;?; for 
tlle :::·c t:cc;-.t -:.:c·.s co:.:i r13 . ~~; ~jl1is -':,i in -0 I i r=.foL·L::e~l L:ir11 I ~~~~.8 r:o-'G r ccsi,ri!1LJ' o : ... c.1.crs 
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0cv . ru.l O"t11er :;?I'l.CSt s .L ha ve :rorlce~·n. t.:: :-~c:~ t hcr .:1ad l:::notle::.:ce of t!.lc rector 1 H 

~~~~c~ib~~.~~'¥rt!r£tio~1 r_o.r' the diocc;sc 1 s :cespo:'lGe. rl'lrus., in c. rE:leti. ~rely snort p.::,::::-iocl of 
time d 

t no ""''1 t. a" - r; ,....,1 ..... 
_... i~·~ ... J.- ~- .::. ""' .L c:.!. :.: 

of .Jesus Cln.·i:;;t . no e.cc:£lenuc, ,_;::::-a.des , 01~ e.ny apo:::tolic 
experic2IC6 ca~11 51..tarcjn oecc .. use ;.ri thot..tt t:te !Iol;I Spirit t!1ess 
thi~1gs c .. re erapty. A priest is a ser,re .. 11t <!nd. G serva:'l-t i s ~lfi llin:; to ~u'ld.ergo 
e!"fibC .. 2:~"'~ .. ss~1G:r:v , co:_fl.,otrt::lti on, C'..Y1d direction ~ If ;:" r~10;11 iz to gl'"-O'!T in l ~is p~iestl~r 
li.fe, he i s to D~o:: iu hj.s :fe>,i t h , :.::eecl, cmd. t:rust in ~od . In ter;ns o f ti.c<J,lir.:g 
~ -i t.h tl::e tcns iol:s t h:.t c:.re i:n tile priest~!ocd a.nC:. th<'.t ~-;j_ll iYJ.cvi ta,bly co::zc e. 
r~an 1 s 1;2 .. 3r , pT·a.~rGr is ~1ost i::!].)Orta!it. Fra: .. er tlla. t does not t t tr11 iz1 o::"l i tsclf lil-;:e 
that of the P~carisee, b:.:..t tl:!.e l~in·:i of -yrayer that opens <:. r:t<::,l1. up to ~is GoO.. 
T!1-:.se tb.ir;.cs I a~ tall·:ilJG -a})O-Llt c~J."\e ::'lot ~,,:;c~d.e~ti c· b~t co~:ie frow r::t~' hec...rt, :·~r;.l life 
experience, ~:ncl ny experience of' the l0.zt fe~·: c'..c..ys . T:1ere is c.. folJ.;:r in t h E. 
~·:-orld bec;c:.~~se tiler~ is a .. foll~r i n r~c ... n . Tl1e S£.E1e folly t~c:-~t cc.llec:. J'ollu t~e J3aptizt 
cf):,:.z;,r fox· p:...~ .zo.cLir:G l.~e:)Cl1ta11.Ce a:.!C. li \:-i ng- ill t~l·3 d.esert, and. C~'l~"'i st · e~ si 1111er 
C8C2-l.i.SeC.. h.e ',iO:cl:ed i ·ri t il the people , t <:.x coll ecto~s , c-,nd t:1e poor. In C~~ist is 
n ;y pe<:~ca, ~.:-;{ l:!.c:ppines"; , and my life. I d.esire to v~o:rk thi r..gs out ~:i th .Jol:i.Gt, 
go bc.ck to St . T}:.o!:2::,s c-.s recor::r:tE::_clecl "trJ t::!.e d.eaT! and. r,;ctor, and pux-s:.~c t:C.e 
!Jr-ies"';;hood of .Jes·:,s Cf\..rist. Ti:J.e::-e is still :J~~c!1 to ex;_Jlc-,in f',nc. sa.y. I hope to 
see you ths seconcL 1;;ee~( in June, if possi "l;)le . 

I:n C:hrist a. se::.·vant , 
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Father Kaffer,. 

l•1ay 28 , 1970 
Topeka, Kansas 

195f'7~ A 

Enclosed is my letter to Bishop Blanchette. I wish that boti 
you u.nd tee board k:no-:·i exactly ho~. I feel . I hope to see you before I 
see the board. in order to d.iscuss a fee: things ui t h you an:d receiYe 
some direction. If it is not asking too much I would ask that you present 
my letter to Bishop Blap_chette . 

Thankyou, in Christ, 
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Fr . Roger L. Kaffer 
Secretary of t he Seminary Board 
St . Charles Borromeo Seminary 
Rt . 5J and Airport- Rd. 
Lockport, Illinois 60441 

Dear Fr . Kaffer , 

1401 Fifth Ave . 
Dodge City, Kansas 
June 7, 1970 

I am ~iting this letter at t he request of Phil Dedera. In 

September of this year-, I • .. 'ill be a junior at St . Thomas Seminary 

College , Denver, Co. 

This last year I worked with Phil in the c.c.D. program 

at St . Francis de Sales Pari sh. This was ~ first experience 
... 

in c.c.D. work. St. Francis was not an ideal situation i n which 

to work. The overall program was poorly organized and coordinated 

on the parish level. There was little support . We were more or 

less thrown into the situation and had t o make the best of it. 

I feel that Phil handled his part of the situation with a 

great deal of maturity ar:d competence . He work wel l with the Par-

ish coordinator and others in the parish program. He had a. good 

raport with the students . In this firtt year of c .c .o. work, I 

feel t hat I learned a great deal f rom worki ng with Phil . In s hort, 

I fe&l that Phil was extremely competent in his work and that- in 

a large part through his work we bad a good program. 
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Dear Philt 

J\Ule 23, 1970 

Wishing J'GU God's bleasinga, aod with a plea and a 
pl'Omise cd ooutinued rmtaal. p~I'B, I .l'ellaiD 

oo Father Daniel R7aD 
Clumoery Office 

000184 
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D I OCESE OF JOL I ET 

ekanCit i'IJ Office 
425 SUMMIT STREET 

JOLI ET, I LL I NOI S 60435 

Dear Members of the Seminary Board: 
June 23, 1970 

Enclosed is the proposal of some present third year collegians 
who are just leaving St. Charles Borromeo Seminary, that they be 
allowed to live in parishes and attend a nearby college (Sto Procopius) 
for their last two yearso We were unable to get to this at the 
seroinary board meetingo At the direction of Bishop Blanchette, I 

0001&6 

am advising these particular seminarians that their proposal requires 
further study, and they are to continue wi. th their plans for transferring 
to one of the four seminaries already approved for trtrfp year collegians o 
Hence, there is no rush on this, but it ~11 be considered at the next 
meeting of the seminary board~ probably this fallo 

lilfith best wishes, I remain 

enelo 
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DIOCESE OF JOLIET 

Chanc#"IJ Office 
425 S UMM I T STR EE T 

JOL.I ET, I L LI NO I S 6 0 43 !5 

-17 ~ /Lt ; 

00018-8 

h Al.e,~ ;z; ~~~ 
;z41 * . (/ ;C-~ ~' 
~~~~~ . /' 

.) ~-;::_~ ... ~~· 
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August 10, 1970 

The Rev. t-!arold Persich 
Rector , St. rnomas Seminary 
1300 S. Steele Street 
~nver, Col orado 80210 

Dear Father Persich: 

I have rec~Kaffer's absence , 
re_garding~ip De~_:~:.!>' 

Bishon Blanchette has 
\iOuld 1i J.-e to p-ropose t\-U) questions to you 

DLR:sjs 

1. Are you wi lling t o accept Philip as a student 
f or third year t heology? 

2. I f vou are willing t o accept him as ~ student 
• - • .. .. • t ~ 

Assuring you of our a-ppreciation, I am 

Cor dially yours i n Christ, 

The Reverend Daniel L. Ryan 
Chancellor 
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DIOCESE OF JOLIET () '\ 1) 1 ()_~ 
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Cftanui''J 0/fic• 
40!5 SUMMIT STREET 

JOl.IET, ll. l.INOIS ~0435 

August 10, 1970 

NfEMORANDUM TO: 

Members of the Dioce~an Seminary Board 

Enclosed please find a copy oi a memorandum sent by Fl-. Kaffer 
on May 14, 1970, regarding Philip Dedera, a seminarian for the 
Diocese of Joliet, who has completed his second year of t..h.eology 
at St. Thomas Seminary, Denver. You will r ecall that at the last 
Seminary Board meeting, Philip Dedera appeared and answered a 
number of questions regarding his situation. 

At u~e termination of this Seminary Board meeting, 

If there are any questions, please do not hesi tate to phone. 

I td.wJ lui ~au. 
Chancellor 

DLR:sjs 
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St. Thomas Seminary 
1300 SOUTH S T EEL.E S T REe: T 

DC:NVER, COL.ORADO 80210 

O FFICE OF T H E Rt;:CTO R 

The Reverend Daniel L. Ryan 
Chancellor 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Father Ryan: 

14 August 1970 

000 19G 

TEL~PHONE 

'72Z- 4f587 
AREA COOE 303 

I have your letter of August 10 concerning the situation of 
Phil Dedera. 

We are have Phil return as 
ts the burden where 

third 

At this time we would not insist on 
IIIIIIIIIIII Our own feeling is to see · if 
progress as he has been doing over the past two years. He be 
with us for two more years, and I think that we know more about phil 
than we do about many other students. Moreover, if Phil can handle 
all of the probing that has been done to him and come through credit­
ably, it should say much in his favor . 

I presume that you will have someone notify Phil that he wil l 
be very acceptable to St. Thomas Seminary as third year theology stu­
dent . And I do want to thank you and the diocese for your cooperation 
in keeping us well informed. 

With every best wish, I remain 

Sincerely in Christ, 

~Ji.~U.,~ 
(Very Rev . ) Harold B. Persich, c. M. 
Rector 
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D I OCESE O F JO L IET 

~ I~ 19/o 
4 2 5 S U MM I T S T R EE T 

JO L. I E T, IL.L.INO IS 60 4 35 

K. ~, 

~~~~~~ 
~tc£_"1 J __iC__._ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~~ oYv ~--U ~~ 

J ~ ~ ~ ~ w-L._/ ~ 
{j_JQ~ . 

~ ~ ~ ~ -t? '?h ~ 
( ~1~~ d~ ttr 
c~~ .,a;C~ 
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OlOCESE OF JOLIET 

430 NORTH C:ENTER STREET • JOLIET, JLl.INOIS 60435 • AREA CODE 815 J 727·6411 

August 11, 1970 

Reverend Daniel Ryan 
425 Summit 
Joliet, Ill. 60435 

Dear Father Ryan, 

ing at the s 
I do not feel 

there is sufficient evidence to ask him to leave. 

With best wishes, 

FRS: ja 

000200 
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220 

August 12, 1970 

Rev. Daniel Ryan 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Ill. 

Re: Philip Dedera 

Dear Father Ryan: 

I have no hesitation in recommending that 
Philip Dedera be permitted to continue 
his studies for the priesthood. Howeverr 

With kindest 

RJV:eo 

Most Rev. 
; Auxiliary 

I am 

in 1Christ, 
"; I 

(/ c-n-t~ 
ymond J. Vonesh 

ishop, Pastor 
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18 ~ .. ~ --bla!mz !-£s•=­
~nlie:t, ~llinois 

August 13,1970 

Very Rev. Daniel Ryan 
425 Summit Stre~t 

Joliet, Illinois 

Dear Dan: 

In repl y to your l etter r e: Phillip J . Dedera, 

my vote is negative . 

I conaidered the matter prayerfully, and tried to 

change my vote t could 

not. I cannot but fe el that once thi s young man would 

receive Holy Or ders, he would be a thorn in the side 

of the ~ishop . 

With every best 'vish, I remain 

Sincerely ~ Christ, 

~-~ 
Rev.C~rdon A o Michels 
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Memorandum 
re: Philip Dedera 
August 14, 1970 

DIOCESE OF JOLIET 

CftancfiNJ 0/fics 00020tl 
425 SUMMIT STREET 

JOLIET, ILL I NOI S 6043S 

I believe that the seminary recommendations 
should be followed with regard to his further advancement to orders - or 
denial be told to communicate with his spiritual director 

All of these points should be spelled out to 
am certain, from a recent conversation with him, 

that he expects momentarily to be called to orders. As it i s, he is entering 
third theology without tonsure!(. 
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~.--1'Jii 11 ip Dedel.4 -
· St. Thomas Seminary 

1300 S. Steele Str~t 
Denver, Colorado 80200 

Dear Phil: 

September 4, 1970 

Bishop Blanchette has asked me to write to tell you t hat the majority 
of our Joliet Diocesan Seminary Board 'fembers feel t hat you should 
continue your studies for the priesthood at St. Thomas Seminary, Denver. 
The Diocese and Father Persich have reached an agreement that it will not 
be necessary for you t o receive any psvchotherapy as a condition for your 
cont i nuance for t he priesthood. 

I am sure , Phil, that the seminary authorities. the Bishol), an::! 
the Diocesan Seminary Board will look to you " to carry the ball . ·• I 
t hink t hat the past year OT two h3ve been seen as a kind of period of 
transition in your life, with the future resting in YfrUr hands. always, 
with t he help of GoJ •s Rrace. 

~~en you saw me before your r eturn to Denver you made a pre liAinary 
inquiry about the possibi lity of recei ving orders. I indicated to you 
at that time my inability to enter into that discussion. I can only 
repeat now that it is the Bishop ' s intention to follow i molicitly the 
suggestions of t he seminary authorities when and as they feel in conscience 
that they can make them. 

Wishing you a wonderful and successful year, and looking for good 
news of you always, I am 

DLR:JAM 

CC : The Very Reverend Harold B. Persich 

Sincerely yours in r.hrist, 

The Reverend Daniel L. Ryan 
r.hancellor 
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Mr. Philip Dedera 
1634 - 63rd Avenue 
Downers Grove, Illinois 60515 

Dear Philip, 

December 23, 1970 

226 

000207 

It is my custom to talk to all of the members 
of the class that is to receive the subdiaconate. Fir this 
reason, I should like to see each member individually during 
the holidays . 

I am setting your appointment for Thursday, 
D e c ember 31st, a t 11:30 in the morning here in the Chancery 
O ffic e. I trust this will be convenient for you. 

With all good wishes , I remain 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

Bishop of J o liet 

RRB/sm a 
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DIOCESE OF JOLIET 

Mr. Philip Dedera 
St. Thomas Seminary 
1300 South Steele Street 
Denver, Colorado 80210 

Dear Philip, 

425 SUMMIT STREET 

JOLIET, ILLINOIS 00435 

January 18, 1971 

While this l etter is not a call to the Subdiaconate, it does deal 
with the major obligations of the subdiaconate. One of the obligations 
will be the daily r ecitation of the Divine Office. If in your case the 
r ecitation in Latin would create a serious difficulty, for your spiritual 
good I am happy to give you the permission to recite it in the vernacular. 
Should there be a serious reason for commutation of some sort, kindly 
make this known to me in due time. 

Also, .since it is customary for seminarians in their third year 
of Theology to be ordained as subdeacons and since with this step the sub­
deacon assumes the obligation of perpetual celibacy, I am writing you_ 
this note to urge you again to prepare well for this major step. Much, in 
these past years, has been written and spoken concerning clerical celibacy. 
Since I have not had a chance to speak to you at length concerning thi~ matter, 
I am writing this letter and I am enclosing a copy of the statement of the 
Bishops of the United States on 11Clerical Celibacy. 11 

It is my hope that you look upon this obligation that you assume 
as a voluntary gift which you make to God out of love for Him. In the past, 
I have told the seminarians that if they have any reservations whatsoever 
in this matter, they should not take this important step. 

I would appreciate very much, at your convenienc e, your 
writing to me to indicate that it is your desire to accept this obligation 
without reservation and that you do subscribe to the recent statement of 
the National Council of Catholic Bishops on "Clerical Celibacy. 11 

I wish to as sure you of my continued prayers for your success ­
ful preparation for the priesthood, and I know that all the priests of our 
diocese join me in these prayers. 

With best wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Joliet 
RRB/sma 
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Bishop Blanchette , 

February 9, 1971 

0002 1 ~! 

In answer to your letter of January 18, it is 
important for my spiritual good that I recite the Divine 
Office in the vernacular . I r equest your permission and 
assure you that I take my obl igations on this mat ter serious­
l y . 

Concerning the question of Clerical Cel ibacy, I 
fully subscribe to the National Conference of Ca tholic Bishops 
statement. I have taken the opportunity since rec1 eving your 
letter and the Bishops statement to bring the matter up again 
with my spiri tual director the Rev. Cecil Parres c. M. and for 
clarificat ion let me state that I see the commitment to Cleri ­
cal Celibacy as a poss1t1ve commitment and not merely a negative 
rejection of the state of marriage . I n making this posslt i ve 
choice I recognize that a priest must be a man of prayer and 
that prayer will always be an integral part of thi s possitive 
choice . 

I have discussed with the Dean of the School of 
Theology the Rev . Hugh O' Donnell the matter concer ning Holy 
Orders . After consultation on the matter I have been assured 
of my confirmation and their approval of my recieving the 
Deaconate this April, during the Easter break. I thank you for 
your reassurance that the question of catching up on Orders 
poses no problem. The Rev . Cecil Parres c. M. J . C. D. is t aking 
care of some o~ the paper work for me, I have asked Fr. Jim 
Holup to inquire about the date and time for ordaination , and 
I am in the process of working out the question of r etreat with 
the Dean of Theology. 

I wish you God ' s Blessing, good health and spirit. 

In Christ , 

Phil lip Dedera III Theology 
St . Thomas Seminary 
Denver , Colorado i'- ._ : 

1" ---? f..-~· ~·· .... -</-• ,:3 { ... " ·~ -.._;~ .... ~ , 
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Febrt.~.ary 12 , 1971 

Mr. Phillip Dedera 
ill Theology 
St . Thomas Seminary 
Denver, Colora do 

Dear Phillip, 

R eplying to your recent letter, I would like to 
state that the date and time for Ordinations to the Subdiaconate 
and the Diaconate are as follows· 

two 1... ::-clers. 

Mon day, rprill2th, 7:30 p.rr. - O rdination 
to the Subcia cc nate, St . Charles -:en_inary 

r'nda y, 1 pril 16 th, 7 30 p . n . - 1....... rdination 
to the ...... 1a co nate , "t. C harles Seminary 

A thr eB - day l·e tr eat will be ;xpec ted between the 

r: e plytng to yo u.r request for permission to say the 
Divine 1... 1 ffi ce in E nglish, I hereb y grant you that perrr i ss ion becaus e 
o f the reaso n y o u have liste d , nan ely, for yo_ur spiritual good. 

Ntth best wishes , I remain 

Cordially yours in Christ. 

Bishop of Joliet 

RRB / s ma 



Released April 2014

FR. DEDERA SCAN FROM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 
Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 

Dear Fr. Ryan, 

ST. CHARLES BORROMEO SEMINARY 
TELEPHONE 815 - 838-8100 

LOCKPORT. I LLINOIS 60441 

Feb. 28 , 1971 

234 

MAR 2 '71 

000214 

Would you please give me the date(s) when Phil Dedera will be receiving 

minor orders. He is scheduled to received Sub-Deac0nate on the 12th of April 

at this seminary. He is awaiting my response . He has not be tonsured as yet. 

Sincerely-In Christ , 

Rev. J~Holup 
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St. Thomas Semi nary 

OFFI CE. OF THE RECTOR 

1300 SOU T H STE: E:l-E: STREf:T 

DENVER,COL ORADO 80210 

Mar ch 16, 1971 

The Reverend Daniel Ryan 
Chancellor 
310 Bridge Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Father Ryan: 

T!.LEP HONE 
7Z2 .. <4$S7 

ARitA cooe. 303 

Enclosed you will ~in the recommendation which I sent 
to the bishop concerni Phillip Deder~ , - :_------

The only reason why I a~fng -you a copy of this is 
in case the bishop does not get through his mail before your 
meeting of the seminary board. 

I would appreciate it very much if you would turn this over 
to the bishop or destroy it after the meeti ng. I am always re­
luctant to mul tiply confidential communications. 

Thanks~ 

Sincerely in Christ, 
;' # 15 /~ - ' /IV ( --J; AA .~/0_ 

:!'-~ 't...e-t.t "-- ..._~-::--"- . ~{ ~ ~ ''-:----...._ 
· Harold B. Persich, C. M. - · 

Rector 
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COMMENTS OF RECTOR: This year Phil is eligible for promotion to 
- ··ders, and the major orders of Subdiaconate and Diaconate. 

Tonsure, the four minor 

As you are aware, Phil want through some rough times at the end of last year and last 
summer. However, he was quite composed, and handled himself in a very commendable way 
I am convinced that Faith was his mainstay. 

From the comments made in the faculty meeting of March 15 during which P hil's petition 
f~ promotion to orders was presented the following remarks are significant. 

There can be no question whatsoever about Phil's seriousness, dedication to the spirit­
ual life and the priesthood, his willingness, and his complete sincerity. He has con­
tributed significantly this year to life in the seminary by his dedicated work on the 
li~urgy and food committees. The area of concern is the evident confusion in his think­
ing and in his expression. He is certainly working hard at this and i n my opinion he 
is making good progress . It has been suggested to him that for next year he ought to 
seek out a faculty member who concelebrates regularly and ask him 
homilies he will He has made such an arrangement. 

The members of the faculty voted in favor of Phil's promotion to all orders . The vote was: 
· - favorable; 2 abstentions . Abstentions are not negative votes . 

As rector , I recommend Phil's promotion to all the orders listed above . P hil has profited 
much from the past year and a half. 
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St . Thomas Seminary 
1300 SOUTH STE:!!:LE STRI!:I!:T 

OENVE:R,COLORADO 80210 

00 0219 
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St. Thomas Seminary 
VINCENTIAN FATHERS 

1300 s. St..~. Stt..t 
o.n.w, Color..to 80210 

Cn. 956 

For 1st Tonsure 

OATH OF PERMANENT RESIDENCE IN 
DIOCESE OF SIMPLE DOMICILE WITHOUT ORIGIN 

I, the undersigned, PhJ.~t€=~\ kJghV've> • 
havin simple domicile wi~~in in the diocese 
of , k; • do hereby declare and 

y intention of permanent residence in said 

So help me God and these His Holy Gospels which I 
touch with my hand. 

Sworn to in my presence as witness on the~ day 

of fY\nf\sCb . 19 11 · . 

v}~: ~ t3.~~.4L,~ 
Rector of St. Thomas Seminary • 
Delegate of the Ordinary 

246 
OJ 022 .:1 
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The Very Reverend Harol B. P..:rslcb, C.M. 
R ctor 
St. Thomas~ mlnary 
1300 S. Steele Street 
Denver, Colorado 80210 

Dear Father Perslcb: 

March 19, 1971 

T b.a.a>: you for your recent c ommunications . They arrived l.ll good 
Ume:.for the Diocesan Seminary Board Meetl.llg yesterday. As a 
res ..1l~ of the deliberations a t that Board, Bishop Blanchette ha.s 
asked me to r equest of you to call Phillip Dedera to first clerical 
tonsure and all of the minor orders . Tonsure and all of the minor 
or:Jers will be conferred upon Phllll.,> .by Bishop Rayoond Vonesh, 
Auxiliary of Joliet, at St . Patrick 's Parish Church, J liet, at 
9:00a.m . on Wednesday of H ily Week, April 7th . I trus .. that lt 
will be possible for Pb.llllp to return in time for that ceremony. 

May I expect to r eceive from you tlle usual certificate re garding retreat, 
s tudie s , orders examination, etc. 

With ldndest personal regards , 1 am 

DLR :jam 

Sincerely yours in Cb.rtst, 

Tile Reverend Oanlel L . Ryan 
Chancellor 

P.S. Please call Pblllip to the subdiaconate and diaconate on the above 
mentioned date • .fh.lllip will be expected to make a retreat at St. Charles 
Borromeo Seminary, L0elcport from April 12 to AprU 16. Would you kiadly 
inform bim of this. 
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OQ0230 
DIO CESE OF J OLIE T 

CkanceriJ 0/fics 
42.5 SUMMlT STREET 

JOL I ET, ILLINOIS 60435 

April30, 1971 

Dear Pastor: 

At present, we are in the process of updating our records . In accordance 
with Canon lOlL Code of Canon Law, notation of ordination to the 
subdiaconate must be made in the baptismal r egister. May I ask that you 
check your records to ascertain if they contain the information listed 
below Would you then be so kind as to complete the form below and 
mail it to me at the above address . 

Subdeacon: Phillip Dedera 

Date of Baptism: 6/11/44 

Date of Ordination: 4/12/71 

Place of Ordination: St. Charles Seminary, Lockport, Illinois 

Thanking you in advance, I am 

DLR:jam 

Sincerely you::-s in Christ, 

The Reverend DanielL. Ryan 
ChaucP.lto:r 

++++++ + 
Notation of the ordination to the subdiaconate of the above ··named has been 
made in our b~ptismal records 

Our Lady of the Holy Mount 
2414 S. 6lst Str eet 
Cicero, Illinois 60650 

Date: ·1r1 {)-
~J1()M_ 
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Tile Reverend Mr. Philip Dedera 
1634 63rd Avenue 
Downers Orove, Illinois 60515 

Dear Mr. Dedera: 

~~ 
000231 

May 19, 1971 

Effective Juae 13 -June 26, you are to assist in tbe Vocational 
Progra m at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary, LxkpoJrt; Illinois. Effective 
June 28. 1'17 1 through August 23, 19'71, 1 hereby appoint you deacon 
a t St. Walter Parish. Roselle, Illinois. 

Wishing you God's blessings, I remain 

Cor dially yours in-Christ, 

Bishop of Joliet 

RRB:jam 
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BVALUATION REPORT RE: 
DIOCESE: 

YEAR OF STUDIES : 

(:hi lip Dedera 
Johet 

IV Theology 

The faculty recommends D. for ordination. 

D. has been basically attentive to the demands of seminary life. He 
appreciates the need to praya He has achieved relatively well in 
academics. Though in some ways curious from a personal point of view 
he appears to get on well enough with others, students and faculty alike. 
I think that he has a realistic view of the need for discipline. 

In the past there has been some concern about 
He had seemed to lack balance, clarity of 

bilities and disabilities. 

stability. 

There are in fact tendencies in D. to exaggeration, to an 
overly dramatic and perhaps not very tasteful style of preaching, to a 
rather insensitive manner of dealing with others though he would be the 
first to insist on sensitivity, to an overestimation of his talent and an 
underestimate of his disabilities. These failures fall within normal 
limits. I bring them up because I think it will be important for him to 
have a pastor who will advise him on such things in a straightforward but 
sympathetic way. 

D.'s generosity and willingness should be a great aid to a successful 
priesthood. 

------'+· ~f~t~z~/~·7r-2-------·~ 
date I T I T 

cc: Rev. James Holup 

FA:mh 

F ./Ai,neWJ)G .M., Rector 
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.:;J.. Rev. Mr. Phi 11 i p Dedera 
219 Arlington Drive 
Romeoville, Illinois 60441 

Dear Phillip: 

September 15, 1972 

The Seminary Board will meet to consider your petition for 
ordination to the priesthood r.tonday, September 25 at the 
Chancery Office. Your appoiatment is scheduled at 3 :30 P.M. 

DJM/mb 

Sincerely yours in Chaist , 

Rev. Msgr Daniel J. Murray 
Vice Chancellor 
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§t. i\nllrtw ti1t Apostle C!ri1urrl! 
219 ARLINGTON DRIVE 

ROMEOVILLE. ILLINOIS 

P . 0 . LOCKPORT. ILLINOIS 60441 

PHO NE : 838-4407 

Most Rev . Romeo Blanchette 
Bishop of Jol iet 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet , Ill inois 60435 

Dear Bishop , 

September 21 , 1972 

Would you please ordain me to the order of priesthood so 
( that I may serve Christ in the Diocese of Joli et . With 

obedience and charity, I look fo rward to serve t he peopl e 
of Romeoville , bringing them the message of Christ . Their 
acceptance and readiness , especiall y among the young , is 
certainly for me a witness to a genuine love of God, even 
t hough at times , it seems lost i n the trials t hat face them. 

With the promi se of mutual 

prayerr~ -~ 

Rev . Mr . Phill1p~ 
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Rev. Mr. Phillip Dedera 
St. Andrew Parish 
219 Arlington Drive 
Romeoville, Illinois 60441 

Dea r Phillip, 

September 26, 1972 

Upon the receiving the recommendation of the 
Diocesan Seminar y Board, I am pleased to call you to O rdin­
atiCJn to the pr iesthood . 

It is my understanding that the ceremony will 
t ake place at the Cathedral of St. R a ytnond on N ovember 1st. 
We have not yet been notified as to the time, and would ask 
that you kindly give us the hour. 

I know that as you approach this great day, you 
will concentrate on preparing yoursel! spiritually for this great 
e vent. 

Wishing you God ' s blessing, I rem ain 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Joliet 

RRB /sma 
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The Rever end Phi Lhr ')ed~ra 
Saint Andrew's Ch1~L 11 

R omeovi Uc . It lin As 

Dear Fai:ilt:r De i~ra: - ----- -··------... 

Novem.o e r 1, 1972 

Effective immeJ ia c.e: l ; I aereDy a~point y(JU d5.3..;,; iate t:;cl3C·Jr 

(canon <i 7o) of Sain·: .:\n.!rew's Paris~'1 .R ;,:,eo·.rille. Illino~s 

I hereby gr ant y·)u general Jzle~ad )li •.. Jr rnarri<.."'E!.5 in Sa in.: 
Andr e·,., 's Parl::>ll, kF :::uevl'iU·2. 

Wishing yo•J Go-J . ., bies ~ings in your a s ·:;ignmen:: I r e.amin 

C r.>r.iia.liv y-Y.ir s in Chris(,· 

Bishvk-' .J: J.>Hc t 
! 

• 
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April 7, 1974 

His Excellency Raymond Vonesh 
Catholic Chancery Office - Joliet Dioces e 
425 Summit 
Joliet , Illinois 

Your Excellency: 

ltiould you please advise Rev . Philip Dedera of 
St . Andrevr Church, Romeoville, Illinois, that the 
words 1 damn ' and ' ass' have no place in the homily 
of a mass? These are the words he used Sunday morning, 
April 6, 1975. To be more specific, in the course of 
his sermon he told us "Get off your ass" - his way of 
putting across a point. I and others found this very 
objectionable . 

I f a roan has so many years of education and still 
has a lack of vocabulary, something i s definitely wrong . 

Although St . Andrel.-T is not roy parish, I attend 
mass there every Sunday because this is my mother's 
parish whom I visit every weekend. To say the least, 
my mother was appalled at this language . 
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The Reverend Philip Dedera 
c/o St. Pius X Parish 
1025 East Mad1son Avenue 
Lombard, Illinois 601 48 

Dear Father Dedera: 

,January 27, 1976 

Effective immediately, I hereby appoint you associate 
pastor (Canon 476) of St. Pius X Parish, Lombard, Illinois. 
Transferring you as associate pastor of St. Andrew's Parish, 
Romeovi l le, Illinois . 

I hereby grant you gan~ral delegati on for marri ages 
in St. Pius X Parish, Lombard) Illinois effective immediately. 

~fishing you God's bl ~ssings in your new assignment, 
I remai n 

Cordially vours in Christ, 

297 

000272 

Tbe ~'ost 0 .everend Raymond J. Vonesh 
Auxiliary Bisi'OP of Joliet 
Vicar General 
gy Snecia l ''andate 

RJV:kms 
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The Reverend Philip Oedera 
St. Pius X 
1025 East ~~dison 
l ombard, IL 60148 

Dear father Dedera : 

·June 29, 1978 

Effective July 7, 1978, I hereby appoint you 
associate pastor (Canon 476) of Visitat ion Parish, El mhurst , 
Illinois, thereby transferring you f rom your assignment as 
associate pas t or of St. Pius X Parish, lombard, I l l inoi s . 

I hereby grant you general del egati on for marr iages 
in Visit ation Par ish. El mhurst, effect ive July 7th. 

I remai n 
Wi shing you God's bless ings in your new assi gnment, 

Cordially yours in Christ , 

Bishop 'of Joliet 

RRB :kmt 

299~Dedera . ' . 

OG0271 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Offiu of 1/u Ardtbishop 

Reverend Philip Dedera 
Visitation Parish 
Elmhurst, Tilinois 

Dear Father Dedera, 

POST OffiCE lOX 1919 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

July 18th. 1978 

000273 

In the interest of providing adequate spiritual care for all of the 
people in your vicinity, some who come frequently to the Archdiocese of 
Chicago or who are hospitalized here. I am pleased. with the agreement and 
approval of your Most Reverend Ordinary. to grant you the faculties of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, in accordance with Canon Law and our Archdiocesan 
regulations, for the tenure of your present assignment. This grant of 
faculties will expire in case of your transfer. 

It is tmderstood that the usua 1 canonical procedures will be followed 
in the case of marriages. 

In administering the Sacraments to any of the parishioners in Chicago 
hospitals, it is respectfully suggested that you advise the Chaplain beforehand, 
so that no confusion might result. 

Wishing you every blessing in your priestly work and with kindest 
personal regards. I am, 

Very truly yours in Christ, 

+~hb~ ~ 
P. S. - May I ask you to be good enough and complete the enclosed form and return 

;tt to me. 

cc: .{ever end William E. Donnelly- Co-Chancellor, Joliet diocese 



Released April 2014

( 

FR. DEDERA SCAN FROM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 301 
Redacted February 2014 
TMJA VISITATION C HURCH 000276 

r<.EV. MSGR. JOHN F. PODESTA, Poster 

Very Rev. Daniel L. Ryan 
425 Su."Mlit St . 
Joliet, n . 

Dear Father Ryan: 

779 SOUTH YORK STREET 

ELMHURST, ILLINOIS 60 126 

December 7, 1978 

Telephone: TErrace 4-6700 

In our last meeting, in llhich [Fr. Dedera and I discussed our differences, 
one concl usion of the talks was that I desired a more structured priest in 
the rectory, to which decision, I think, we all agreed. Well, that was a 
pipe dream which ~As not materialized in any manner. 

Two weeks ago, in a sermon at the 8:30 Mass, Fr. Dedera dispelled that 
dream in no uncertain manner. Prior to his talk, r~ors were being bruit­
ed about the parish that a group were mounting a campaign to obtain peti­
tions for his removal from the parish. Reasons alleged for the removal 
coincided with those proffered by me in that meeting with the two of you. 

Fr. Dedera was il"'..formed of this development by me in the strictest confi­
dence and charity. So he went about discovering the person or persons 
involved in the petitions, and on November 18th took them to task at his 
~~ss . Various persons who called my attention to this development, re­
sented his 'airing his dirty laundry in public' . In the talk, I t-Iould 
not term it a sermon, he defended his li£e style and upbr aided the par­
ishioners for not understanding him, and what sent me cut of my composure 
was the statement that he had every intention of being himself. Further­
more, if he decided to go have a drink at the 'Corporation with the boys•, 
that was his business. Well, by now we all know his boys are Junior High 
School children, which I am sure he will deny, but who will or can explain 
this to the people that were attending his Mass. I told him what and how 
I felt about his talk, and naturally he claimed that fifteen people prai s ­
ed him for his honest talk, and I responded that I did not appreciate this 
one twit , for he was accomplishing nothing but a division and greater 
cleavage among the parishioners. The parishioner whom he singled out as 
the instigator, came to the office and described his glaring at her thru­
out the talk and what an embarassment this caused her. 

Bluntly, str ucture i s not for hL~; hence ne is not for me. This is for the 
records, and if there is one who can abide with him, I feel he should be 
gi ven the opportunity to live his life style witt a more appreciative 
person. 

? cerely in Christ,~ 
f r · ~ i.l ~'"' 
~ J .. .r \:\{/ ~ v1&.-U,v-l<...~ 

Rev. Dominic Valentino 
cc Most Rev. D. Kucera, D.D. 
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DIOCESE O F JOLIET 

Cftanc~r!l 0//;ce 
425 S U MM IT S TF:t EE'!"" 

JOLIET . JLL IN t:) IS 60 433 

The Reverend Ph i1 i £ Oedera 
Visitation· Rectory 
779 South York Street 
Elmhurst, IL 60126 

Dear Father Dedera: 

F~bruary 22, 1979 

000277 

Effective February 28, 1979, I hereby appoint you 
associate pastor (Canon 476) of St. Walter Parish, Roselle, Il linois, 
and grant you , at the same time, general delegation for marriages in 
St. Walter's Pari sh, thereby transferring you from your present assign­
ment to Visitation Parish, Elmhurst. 

In accord with my discussion with you, and your further 
conversation with Father Ryan, our Personnel Advisor, and Father Smith, 
Pastor of St. Walter's Parish, it is understood that your ministry in 
$t. Walter's Parish will be with the adults of the parish, under the 
direction of Father Smith, in addition to your liturgical duties. 
Specifically, it is understood that you will not be engaged in youth 
ministry at St . lvalter's Parish. I shall hope to hear from you from 
time to time about the success at St. Walter's. 

remain 

DWK:kmt 

Wishing you God's blessings in your new assignment, I 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

The Most Reverend Daniel W. Kucera,OSB,DD 
Apostolic Administrator 
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Reverend Philip Dedera 
St. Walter•s Parish 
117 West Maple 
Roselle, Illinois 60172 

Dear Father Phil: 

000278 

May 4 . 1979 

Recently, at Confirmation cer~onies at St. Pius X Parish, I inspected 
the baptismal records. There vere three blank spaces in the books since 
the last time such a check was made and your initials were in those apeces. 
Father Shimanek tetls me that they were baptisms condutted by you but not 
recorded. He also indicated that he had asked you for the information on 
one or two occasion$ . 

1 am sure, Phi l, that you understand the absolute necessity of our 
keeping accurate records. I would expect you within a week of the receipt 
of this letter to give t he specific information about who was baptized, 
date of baptism, sponsors, parents. It could well be that in years to come 
some poor person will be unduly hampered in not being able to secure a 
baptismal record becaase of improper recording. 

I know, Phil, that you will take care of this matter but since it is 
so important I am asking Father Shimanek to report to me as soon as the 
information is submitted to him and the record completed. 

With best wishes, 

DWK:jb 
CC: Reverend J o~eph Sbi:manek 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend Daniel W. Kucera, O.S.B. 
Apostolic Administrator 
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Reverend Joseph Shimanek 
St. Piux X 
1025 E. Madison 
Lombard, Illinois 60148 

Dear Joe, 

-· 

June 4, 1979 

Sometime ago I wrote to PatAhr Dedera asking him to supply 
the baptismal information for the three blanks in your book. He was to 
do that withinga week and you in turn were to let me know. 

I would suspect that since I have not heard from you that 
he has not complied . Would you please let me know so that I may remind 
him once again of his responsibility. 

With best wishes, 

DWK/nb 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend Daniel W. Kucera, O.S.B . 
Apostolic Administrator 

OG0279 
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Reverend Philip De dera 
St. Walter Parish 
1 17 West Maple 
Roselle, IL 60 1 72 

Dear Father Dedera: 

December 31, 1 983 

I would like to keep you abreast of developments in the 
appointment of a Pasto r at St. Joseph's, Downers Grove . 

First of all , Bishop Imesch has a p pointed Father Henry 
Wilken i ng, Pastor of Immaculate Conception . Elmhurst to re ­
place Bishop Dani e l Ryan as a member of the Personnel Board. 

Secondly , the Boa r d will be interviewing those who showed 
an interest in the Pastorate of St. Joseph Parish on ~ednesday 
afternoon January 11th at Immaculate Conception, Elmhur~t . I 
wi l l call you early nex t week wit h a n exact time and place, but 
would ask you to clear t h at afternoon, if possible, for an 
interview . According to Board policy, an interview is not ~ 

abso l u te ly required if we have already spoken with you i n t he 
last six mon t hs , b ut we would be more t h a n ha ppy to speak to 
anyone who ha s applied for this pastoral posit ion. 

Final ly, and perh a ps most important, I would ask you to 
read the enclosed lett ·er which was composed by the Parish 
Council of St. Joseph's and issued with the~r approval. It 
gives a good description of t h e type of Pastor they are hoping 
will be a pp ointed to St. Jo seph 's. Much of our interview will 
reflect the needs and desires of t he parish community as ex­
pressed in this letter and in other communications we have had 
with them . 

Wishing you God' s blessings at this Christmas Season~ 1 am 
• 

WED; d ms 

Enc l oeure 

cc: Re verend John Kl oepfer 
Reverend Henry Wilkening 

Sincerely yours in Christ~ 

Reverend William E. Donnell y 
Chancellor 
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Dear Mr. 

REV. PH IL OEDERA!-

May ~" 1984 

I am very grateful for the lett~r you sent me recently 
commending Father Phil O~dera. I assure you that I share your high 
opinion of him. Many people do not have the opportuni ty of coming 
to know a priest as intimately as you have come to know Father 
Phil . Therefore it does not supprise me that you think so highly 
of him. 

Despite the present difficulties at St. Walter•s, l 
have talked with Father ~hil and we both feel that he should be 
reassigned at this time. I know it wi ll be diff iuclt for him to 
l ea~e, as it will be for the community to have him leave . 

1 have no doubt that you have already found the occasion 
to tell Father Phil of your appreciation and regard for him. It is 
important that our priests hear this from the people they serve. I 
hope also that you will support whomever comes to replace Father 
Phi 1. 

I as f;u.re 1ou of. m;5' .;·apprec 1 at ion for your 1 et ter. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

000282 
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OFFICE o;:- THE BISHOP 

Reverend Phillip Dedera 
St. Walter's Parish 
140 W. Maple 
Roselle, Il 60172 

Dear Phil, 

June 4, 1984 

Effective June 18th of this year I am transferring you from your 
position as associate pastor at St. Walter's Parish, Roselle to become 
the associate pastor (Canon 545) of St. Scholastica's Parish in Woodridge. 
I also grant you general delegation for marriages in St. Scholastica's 
Parish~ 

I want to thank you for the five years of service that you provided 
the people of St. Walter's. I am sure that they have benefited greatly 
from your ministry and that you have grown from your service to them. 
One does not have to be a priest for a very long period before he 
realizes that the people to whom he ministe'l"s are also ministers to him . 

Each new assignment brings with it a new challenge as well as a new 
opportunity. Parishes, just like people, are quite different. These new 
situations offer us an opportunity to grow, both personally and in our 
ministry. 

I want to encourage you to participate in the cluster meetings of 
the priests of your area. There is much that can be shared, as well as 
learned, in these gatherings. They also serve as a means of priestly 
support for each other. 

As you go to your new assignment please be assured of my appreciation 
for the ministry you have carriled on during these past five years at Roselle 
and of my prayerful best wishes and support for you in your new assignment. 
If I can ever be of any assistance to you, please feel free to call upon 
me. May the Lord bless your efforts. 

cc- Reverend Stanley Orlikiewicz 
Reverend Edward Stefanich 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

-l2'\ ::,t ~. !.•Il l S ! !{LI T. JOLIFT. ILU:\O!S nU-13 '> 
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To Whom it May Concernz 

December 21, 1984 

The Reverend Phillip Dedera was ordained a Roman catholic 
priest for the Diocese of Joliet, Illinois, on November 1, 1972. Since 
that ti~e Father Dedera has served as associate pastor in several parishes 
of the Jol iet Diocese including P~s present assignment as associate 
pastor of st. Scholastica parish , Woodridge, Illinois. Father Dedera is 
in good standing with the Diocese of Jo liet and is qualified to witness 
Catholic marriages in his capacity as a ordained priest. 

With every best wish, I am 

WED:dms 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

.Reverend William E. Donnelly 
Chancellor 
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Re verends Edward s·tefanich , Philip 
Dedera and Paul Tsi 

St. Scholastica's Parish-
7800 Janes Avenue 
iloodridge, IL 60517 

Dear Fathers, 

May 7, 1985 

It is encouraging to know that I have the 
enthusiastic support of friends like you! Thank 
you for your congratulatory telegram. 

Pray for me that I may be a bishop 
according to the heart of Christ and serve and 
give selflessly. Be assured of my prayers. 

RLKabjd 

Gratefully yours in the Sacred Heart, 

Titular Bishop-elect of Dusa 
Auxiliary Bishop-elect of Joliet 

• 311 
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December 13, 1985 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Reverend Phil Dedera - St. Scholastica, Woodridge 

After the Cluster Five mee ting, of which Bill is chairman , 
we visited for about 45 minutes in his room . Phil ' s room is 
very nicely appointed, not at all plush, but very comfortable. 
He was proud of the Papal Blessing sent by a South American 
Archbishop, whose nephew Phil had buried, and also of a thank-you 
letter on behalf of Pope John Paul I, which arrived the day of 
his death . Phil is 42 years old. It was gratifying to talk 
with him , and observe what a fine priest and sound man he seems 
to be. I told Phil that it is a special joy to visit and 
concelebrat e with former students. Phil seems very happy , 
balanced, philosophical. He likes his pastor , Ed Stefanich, 
thinks he's a fine priest . He likes the people in the parish. 
He likes his ministry . He excuses the faults of others and 
in general , seems to have a wonderful attitude. 

While Phil would like to be a pastor , he understands that 
his classmates also would like to be pastors . He did not resent 
the fact that some of the religious who are older came in and 
became pastors. He said the pastors have been appointed according 
to seniority, and he will not complain because he doesn ' t want 
others to c omplain when he gets his turn according to seniority. 
I asked Phil about his former "street apostolate . " He said that 
he started to leave that when he went from Romeoville to Lombard, 
and has pretty much discontinued it now. He believes as one 
becomes older, one should leave the work with the young to younger 
priests . He said when you get older, you get more tired. 

He was affirmi ng of me, as I was of him. We joi ned hands 
and said spontaneous prayer toget her before I left. 

Bishop Roger Kaffer 

RLK : bjd 
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I would like to have ·a ceremony of installation 
fo r you. There are no Saturday evening or Sundays 
during Apr il when 1 would be free to take part in this 
ceremony. I would ask you to contact Bishop Kaffer or 
Bishop Vonesh t o s ee if a mu tua lly convenient date 
could be arranged. 

Be assured of my willingness to be of assis tance 
t o you at any time. I send you t o the people of t hese 
t wo communi ties with my blessing and I pray that you 
wil l be a good shepherd to them. 

Sincerely in Christ , 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

322 
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"I, Reverend Phillip Dedera : with firm faith, believe and profess 
all and everything that is contained in the Symbol of Faith, that is:" 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all 
things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages; God of God, Light of 
Light, true God of true God, begotten, not made, of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made. Who, for us men and for our salvation, 
came down from heaven. He became flesh by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. He was also crucified for us, suffered under Pontius Pilate 
and was buried. On the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and of His kingdom, there will 
be no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who together with the Father and the Son 
is adored and glorified and who spoke through the prophets. I believe in one 
holy, Catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. I await the resurrection of the dead and t he life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

"I firmly embrace and accept all and everything which has been either defined 
by the Church's solemn deliberation or affirmed and declared by its ordinary 
magisterium concerning the doctrine of faith and morals, according as they are 
proposed by it, especially those things dealing with the mystery of the Holy 
Church of Christ, its sacraments, the sacrifice of the Z.1ass, ·and the primacy of 
the Roman Pontiff." 

DATE: Ch~a~n~c~e~r~v----~----------

PLACE: March 25, 1986 ,. 
I 

On __ M~a""'r~c...;;..h;...._2_5 __ ~• 193_§__, the Reverend Phillip Dedera 

appeared before me and made the Profession of Faith, and thus by particular Law 

of the Church, he will take canonical possession of S t · Mary's 
St. Joseph's Mission 
Paxton & Loda , Illinois, on April 3 19 86 

Parish, and 
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WOODRIDGE-Father P.billip 
Dedera, associate pastor of St. 
Scholastica Parish here, has received .his 
first pastorate at St. Mary Parish in 
Paxton and St. Joseph Parish in Loda. 

Fr. Dedera was born in Chicago on 
May 16,1944. As a youngster his faiPilY 
moved to Downers Grove and he receiv­
ed his education in that city~s public 
school system. 

After graduat~g from Downers 
Grove North High School in 1964, ·Fr. 
Dedera enrolled at Lewis University in 
Romeoville. In 1965, when-- he was a 
sophomore at Lewis. the St: Charles 
Borromeo Seminary, atso in 
Romeoville, was opened and Fr. 
Dedera entered the seminary. He holds 
the distinction of being the secand per­
son enrolled and the first person to be _ 
ordained from the seminary. 

AFTER EARNING his bachelor's 
degree from Lewis University be 
entered the St. Thomas School of 
Theology in Denver, COlo. While there 
he studied Protestant theolqgy at the 11-
lif School of Theology in Denver and 
also completed his pastoral medical in­
ternship at Mercy Hospital in Denver. 

Fr. Dedera was ordained on Nov. · J, 
1972, by the late Bishop Romeo Blan­
chette at the Cathedral of St. Raymond 
Nonnatus in Joliet. 

His fust assignment brought him to 
St. Andrew Parish in Romeoville where 
be SeFVed as associate pastor~ While 
there, be also wrote a column, "LigbL 
on th.e Subject," for the Joliet CatboUc 
EXPlorer. · 

Order. of Police in DuPage County. 
In 1976 he worked with the juvenile 

Wvision of the Illinois Department of 
Corrections, helping adolescents with 
their problem_J an(! creating programs 
to fight juv.enpe delinquen9'. 

As continuing education, Fr. Dedera 
partici_pated in a summer mastefs pro­
gram on Catholic School. Leadership 
given at BQston CoDege in 1984. He pas 
also com_pleted several training courses 
and updating seminars on narcotics , 
identification and drug enforcement 
laws given by such agencies as the 
Federal Drug Administnition, the 
South Suburban ruvenile Offieers 
Association and the u.s. Department 

' of Justice. 
. As fte begins hfs first pastorate. Fr. 
Dedeta stresses the importance of a 
.... fqundatipn of p~yer• from whicll be 
wants to 6uild his ministry~ . In ad~on to his assigD.g~ent in 

Romeoville, Fr. Dedera alSo served as 
associ2te of St. Pius X Parish, L6m- ..-,1 AM looking forward to goilig 
bard, Visitation Parish; Elmhurst, and dowii to meet the- people of St. ~~ 
St: Walter Parish, ~oseUe, before being and St. Joseph, to get to .know them 
named associate of St. Scholastica, and let them get to know me," he said. 
Woodridge, in 1984. " I am also looking forward to praying 

With ~them because 1 feel that no work 
DURING IDS 14 years of ministry, can be down upless it 's1>asetl on prayer. 

Fr. Dedera bas served as a police and After tha_t we'll get dqwn to t!te ot~er 
fire chaplain in Romeoville, police things." 
chaplain in Lombard, fiJ;e chaplain in Fr. Dedera begins hi~ new assignment 
Roselle and cbilplain for the Fratefnal · on April~-

L---.-----------------------~--------------------~----~~ 
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January 9, 1987 

RE: Reverend Philip Dedera 
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He still continues to be very happy and optomistic. He filled 
me in on all the things he is doing in his parish. In the Spring he 
plans to tuckpoint it~ and has the assurance of a pretty good donation, 
probably in the neighborhood of $30,000, coming in. He m~ved th~ 
organ at St. Joseph's in Loda from the downstairs to the upstairs, 
more people will now sing in the choir The Co '1 of a h e • II- • 

I 

Phil is working with an ecumenical group and just seems to be 
thrilled and enthused, and continuing to do. a good job. I commended 
him,. 

cc: Bishop Joseph Imesch ~· 

. ' . . ~ . ; ·~ i 
·~. t 

. . . . . ~--~ .. {. 
Bishop Roger L. Kaffer 
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April 16 , 1987 

Reverend Charles Gravenstine 
Dir ector, Summer Institute for Preachers 
Department of Theology 
The Catholic University of America 
Washington, D. C. 20064 

Dear Father Gravenstine: 

In t he name of Bishop Joseph Imesch, I wish t o inform you 
that the Reverend Phillip Dedera, pastor of St. Mary's Parish, 407 
W. Pells Street, Paxton, IL 60957 , has been nominated t o apply for 
one of t he 30 tuition scholarships being offered by your University 
for the Preachers Institute which will be held in June. It is my 
understanding t hat you will now be in touch with Father Dedera t o 
fill out •Jhatever application forms are necessary , and that , the 
University will pick 30 indi viduals from around the nation to attend 
t he workshop. 

With every best wish, I am 

WED:dms 

cc: Reverend Phillip Dedera 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend William E. Donnelly 
Chancellor 
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THE CATHOLIC U NIVERSITY OF AMERICA 

School of Religious Studies 
Department of Theology 
Washington, D. C. 20064 

202-635-5481 

Rever end William E. Donnell y, Chancellor 
Diocese of Joliet Chancer y 
425 Summi t Street 
Jol i et, IL 60435 

Dear Reverend Donnelly, 

May 6 , 1987 

I am pleased to tell you that Rever end Phillip Deder a has 
been accepted to participate in the Summer Institute-tor-Pr eachers at 
Catholic Univer sity. 

I am looking forward to meeting and worki ng wi th Rever end Deder a in 
conjunct i on with the I nsti tute. 

Please accept my sincere thanks for your recommendation. 

-enc. 
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r·ather Phillif ..; • .Dedera 
4V7 W-est Pells Street 
PaAton . IL 

Jear .Father Dedera, 

May 7' l'J67 

It i!> my yleasure to in.t:or~ JOU t.i1at you have been selected to 
participate in the Sume;er Institute for Preac.l1ers at Ihe Catholic 
Univer~it] of America . 

330 

ovv305 

This preachi.n~ event begins i-~onaay ~ June 1 and lasts until Friday, 
..sun.e 16. i·ou are one of t.ttirt}· tJriests who have been nominated by their 
bi~10ys to partici~ate in this intensive institute. During t ne four weeks 
at CUA JOU t-lill have the ovyortunity to attend lectures on theoloeY and 
~reachinc. as \oiell as navin0 your vreachin.;, critiqued ~1 facili~:ators and 
~eers in e small 5rou~ atmos~her~. You are asked to brin~ with you one 
tap~ t either dudio ar ViiS video. of a receotlj vreacheu Sunday homily • 

. iour acco;nodations while oil the CUA C:l.lilpus will at Theolo&ical College 
(4V1 !>Iichi6an Avenue, L.U~-63:5-~'.:fW) to~ here JOU will have a px-ivate room . 
All meals will be ;rovided at Theological College. Rooms will be 
available tor cnec~iub in be~inrun~ on Saturd3y, Hay Jv . 

Our first session will begin promptly at 9:00 a~. ~onday rnorninb in 
che Cald~ell Lounge, in the illidtlle of the first floor of Caldwell Hall. 
For your convenience, I am enclosine a map of the CUA campus with 
fheolo~ical Colle6 e and Cald~ell Hall marked in red. 

If you have any furt her ~uestions ~b~ut the Swmmer Institute or 
concerns abOut your arrival in ·;.; astl 
Inst.;.t:ute' s administrative assista~t. 

ae,ai.u. l et rue p:>a0 ratulate you on your acceptance to t he 3ummer 
Institot.e for Preacn~s. I look forward to ~reeling you in person on June 
1 as we bevin our homiletical wor~ to~eth~r. 

Cvv : ddk 
cc: Reverend ~d.diam c. .. .l)onnellJ, Uia:1cellor 

Sinc!!rely, 

Director, Summer Institute 
for Preachers 

Father william Cenkner , vean, Scnool of J.eli,sious Studies 
L: enc . 
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CHANCERY 

Reverend Phillip Dedera 
St. Mary Parish 
407 w. Pells Street 
Paxton , IL 60957 

Dear Phil: 

~eptember 1 7 , 1987 

As I a m making my second- year visitations of the priests , I have 
been inviting fellows to my house. However, since it is such a long 
drive for a short visit from the south1 I p lan to come down there for 
about three days, seeing fellows at· about an hour and a half intervals1 
which should give us about 45 minutes to an hour to visit. If there is 
anything you want to discuss with me, have it ready. According to the 
itinerary I h a ve worked out, I would plan to visit with you on October 
15th at 6:00p . m. at Paxton . I hope this will be convenient fo r you, so 
I won't have to do too much juggling back and forth . But if it isn't, 
call my secretary 1 1 a nd we surely can work out something else . 

Looking forward to visit i ng with you and with a plea and a promise 
of continued mutual prayers always, I rem.ain 

RLK:bjd 

sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart , 

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
Vicar General 

p.s. I'd like to join you for a bite of supper, Phil. I'm allowing 
an extra half hour for that . 

42 5 5l' !v!'v1iT STREET JOLIET, /LUI\o 0!560435 
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CONFIDENTIAL Octob~r 15 , 1987 

MEMO RE: FATHER PHIL DEDERA 

Some weP-ks a go, I had made arrangements t o have 
dinne r with Phil at 6:00 p .m. As he greeted mE" at the fro nt 
door , hP. pointed out the new carp~t on the enclosed front 
por ch, which i s the parish office, for the warmth and comfort 
of thP. secretary. ThP. house als o SPems to havP been re­
carceted . It is very tastefully dPcoratP.d throughout , warm 
and co~fortabl~ , but not lavis h. Some friends gave Phil a 
nPw c0uch for the sitting room upstairs, which hP sa1d is a 
q~ft to th~ par1sh . Someone ~lse , I bPliPve , gavP hi~ a 
second-hand corner couch outfit , and h~ repJaced a r~cline r 
chair. Very little by way o f new furnishings , all belonging 
to th~ 9arish . He does not believP. in carting furn~tur~ 
from o n~ recto=y to anothPr . 

Two of thP par1sh ladiPs had prP.pared thP. mPal . 
Pnil had a l~ttle b~ll to lPt them know wh~n w~ WPrP ready 
for thP nP.xt course. ~his was a sourcP. of humor b~causP he 
had never usPd it before , and has really only used thP din ing 
room about half a dozpn times . Phil himself madP thP 
vPg~tacl? souo. In thP course of thP leisure l y ~Pal, w1th 
ioJig~tful background mus1c, Phil enthusiastically and with 
s omP )USt1fiable pr ide told me o f the renovations, the 
programs, the ministry and the progrPSS of the oar ish . He 
has about 115 in thP grade school ceo program, and anothPr 
65 Lo 70 1n the high school program . He has all four 
comm1.ssions on thP 9ar1sh council and meets with the members 
of ~~ch for thPir resp~ctive areas of competence , thus giving 
them soiDPthing to report back to th~ whole council about . 
ThP church has been tuckpointed, new sidewalks and lights 
outsidP the church installed , translucPnt shades install~d 
0n thP classroom windows, which allow filtered light by day 
and sA=v~ as shadPs at night . All of the improvem~nts have 
b~~n o~id for w1thout h1s talking about money or having to 
takP money from the regular parish 1ncome . PeoplP have b~en 
very genero us with their gifts , bequests , and donations. 

Phil apparently i s : active in both the commun1ty = 
civic and ecumenical. He ha s periodic ecumenical services 
at thP nursing home , gives a talk on a radio show, at the 
Rotary Club, i s active with the Knights of Columbus , which 
me~ts a t the . par ish , etc. 

Phi l gets up at 5 : 00 each morning, has a cup o f 
coffee w1th the Chi ef of Police or sheriff and a couple of 
others , walks his do g, prepares f or Mass, has rolls with 
a gr oup o f old ladies after Mass, a nd i s in the rectory 
office by 9 :30 e ach morni ng. He has visited about 60 of lhe 
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Memo re: Father Phil Dede ra - 2 - October 15 , 1917 

out lying families of the parish. He makes communion call~ 
evPry First Frida y , and doesn 't fi nish until about 12t30 p.m; · 
For this reason, he could never make the Black Pan tsers' 
l uncheon meetings on the First Friday. He s e ldom make s them 
on other Fridays either . It is a long drive , and they ne ve r 
comP south f or them. He does ' try to mak~ t h e cluster meetings 
most of the time . Phil evidently s ees mor e of t he priests in 
the far southern part of the dio cese, like Matt Walsh and Bi!l 
Smith. 

I express~d ~Y concern lest he feel lonely or 
isola pj, He said he feels n~ ither . His dad s omet 1nPs come s 
down. HP. is busy and he seems happy . 

I also asked Phil about retreat , and he said he did 
not rna~P onP th~s year . Being gone a month in thP summer o n 
thP PrlPSts' Preaching Seminar at Cathol1c University and 
co~ing back to tuckpointers behind schedule all took away 
ti~e that could otherwise have been spPnt on retreat, hP 
~~oliPd. I s1mply exhorted him to be aware of th~ importance 
of retreat, and also with a retreat master who can challenge , 
confront and 1nsoirP a person. 

I ask~d Phil, most confidentially , abou~ 
HP sa~d thP oolice had questioned him , and he t 
two incidents about which they asked had happened after hP 
had lPft. HP assured them tha~ had he had any Pvid~nce of 
wrong doing, he certainly would have done something about i t. 

I commended Phil for the fine job he is doing . H~ 
has a ch0ir, a convert was coming for instruct1ons as I was 
l~avi~g. and he ~us t seems to be doing a fine job ovPral1 . 
I told Phil I am p=oud of him . 

He feels h~ knew himself and is v~ry happy that his 
firs~ assignment as a pastor is in a rural setting wh~re 
h~ can make decisions a nd learn how to do things on a smal ler 
seal~ than in a large s uburban parish . 

Bishop Roger Kaffpr 

RLK : b i d 

cc : Bishop Joseoh Imesch 

,e: 
.$ 
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June 22, 1988 

Reverend Phillip Dedera 
St. Mary Parish 
407 W. Pells 
Paxton, IL 60957 

Dear Phil, 

With this letter 1 am appointing you Dean of 
Ford/Iroquois Deanery (Cluster 9) until October 10, 
1990 completing the term of Reverend Robert Pietras. I 
want to thank you for your willingness to accept this 
responsibility in addition to your pastoral 
responsibilities. 

I am enclosing a list of your responsiblities 
as Dean. 

I want to repeat my appreciation for your 
acceptance of this opportunity to serve your brother 
priests and the Church of Joliet as my representative 
in your Deanery. I assure you of my willingness to be 
of assistance to you in anyway that I can in carrying 
out these responsibilities. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imeseb 
Bishop of Joliet 
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October 11, 1988 

CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMO FOR THE FILE RE: Father Phil Dedera 

I could not have been more welcome. I arrived at 
5:00 p.m. and left Phil abou--8:30 .m. Phil and I 
talked for an hour , picked up , and Phil took 
us out to dinner in Loda. Com~ng ac , Phil shoved me 
St. .Joseph's Church and asked me to sign the est 
register with a message. We then dropped off 
and Phil introduced me to the choir, 
rehearsing, bad them s i ng a song for me, and he asked me 
to give them my blessing . He then led me to a gas 
station, insisted on paying for a full tank of gas , and 
led me to the highway to Gibson City. 

Phil is what a parish priest ought to be about. 
When I first arrived , he showed me all the things he has 
done since I was l ast here for Conf i rmation. New parish 
signs (at both Paxton and Loda) , new sidewalk, new 
blacktop l i ned for _ parking and handicapped, beautiful 
new altar base , new sound system in the church, 
meditative music tapes played before Mass, a very fine 
col..t.ection of resources (books, tapes, etc. ) for both 
CCD and adult education , including sex education 
material for parents , new vestment case that the- men are 
building, renovated front porch for sitting room-office, 
etc. 

Phil i s positive / happy, busy and just seems to 
be doing a bang- up job. Everyone knew him in the 
restaurant and greeted him. 

Personally , Phil seems to be doing fine. He 
consulted me on how to ~eal with a Peoria priest, said 
be would "punch out" anyone wbo told him he had nothin<J 
to do in the country bec~use he is so busy (but loves 
it), and told me about a Holy Hour he had for 
neighboring priests to conclude the Marian Year. About 
six came and they enjoyed it very much, both the prayer 
and the meal together. Phil is promoting priestly 
fraternity. 

I consulted him about the eventual amalgamation 
of parishes in general, and specifically consulted him 
about Beaverville. 
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Memo re: Father Phil Dedera -2- October 11, 1988 

Phil said he understands that according to the 
new Code of Canon Law, a parish no longer has to be 
"demoted" to mission status , if the resident pastor is 
removed. He said it would help, in fact, if Loda (once 
the mother church) could be "promoted" back to parish 
status instead of mission. I told him I thought it 
might send wrong signals. 

Phil was reluctant to talk about specific 
recommendations himself, because the other priests in 
the area know it so much better. He did say he believes 
that any changes must be a step by step process. It 
would be devastating for the people to wake up one day 
and learn they were closed or amalgamated without any 
input into it. Be observed that the people down here 
are myopic 1 having no concept of Diocesan Church 1 but 
only of "our parish." They do not have the broader 
vision of Church. He stressed their participation and 
education so they can see that they can be part of the 
solution, instead of the victim of the situation. 

He suggested perhaps out of the Gilman Center, 
there could be a mandated meeting of pastors and pariah 
council presidents, to look into possibilities for the 
future, but stressed there should be no pre-emption of 
their discussion. 

He also suggested maybe there might be a meeting 
of pastors, either by us or by himself. But I 
suggested this might be considered as pre-emptive to the 
Synod and would also get out and cause problema. 

I asked if these kinds of discussions could not 
just normally be tied into the next round of Synod 
discussions. Be thought that might be able to be done. 

Phil really did r;tot have anything specific and 
concrete to say about' Beaverville, other than to 
acknowledge Dan Reardon is discouraged. Apparently Dan 
does not often come to deanery meetings. 

Bishop Roger Kaffer 

RLK:bjd 

cc: Bishop Joseph Imesch 

000313 



Released April 2014

( 

FR. DEDERA SCAN FROM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 341/J~ 

OG0316 
Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 

Reverend Phillip Dedera 
St. Mary Parish 
407 w. Pells 
Paxton, IL 60957 

Dear Phil, 

May 24, 1989 

I am happy to appoint you as pastor of St . 
Patrick Parish in Momence. This appointment will take 
effect on Wednesday, June 21st, at which time your 
appointment as pastor of St. Mary Parish in Paxton and 
the Mission of St. J oseph in Loda will terminate . In 
keeping with the directives proposed by the Presbytera l 
Council and accepted by me, this appointment as pastor 
will extend for s ix years. At the conclusion of f ive 
years there will be an evaluation of your pastoral 
minis try as the Presbyteral Council has recommended. 
Depending upon this evaluation, your own personal needs 
and t he needs of the diocese, your service as pastor 
can be extended for another six year term. 

Phil, I want to thank you for your pastoral 
ministry to the peopl e of Paxton and Loda for t he past 
t hree years . I know that you have been a breath of 
fresh air for them and that t hey have r eally 
appreciated your ministr y. I know it will be difficul t 
for you to leave the parish and I know that it will 
also be difficult for the parishioners to see you 
leave. 

I want to thank you also for serving as Dean of 
the Ford/ Iroquois Deanery during these las t three 
years. I am very grateful for your accepting t his 
r esponsibility in addition t o your own pastoral duties . 
I believe that the priests in the area really 
appreciated your care and concern for them. Thank you 
for your ministry to your brother priests. 

I would ask that you pay part icular attention 
to the school and that you offer your suppor t to the 
administration and staff, the students and their 
parents. It is important that you be seen in the school 
and that your support of the school be known to the 
parish community. Your promotion of the school will 
help to guarantee it continuation. 
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2. 

I encourage you to make use of the talents of 
your people and allow them to share in the 
responsibilities of ministering to the parish 
community. It is my expectation that there be an active 
Parish Council as well as a finance commission. I will 
expect you to wor k with those groups and other parish 
committees to provide the necessary services to the 
par i sh community as well as provide for the 
administration of the parish resources. 

I encourage you to participate in the cluster 
meetings of the priests of your area. There seems to be 
a particularly fine spirit among the priests in your 
cluster and I know that you will add to that spirit. 

I ask that you make arrangements with me or one 
of the auxiliary bishops to determine a date for a 
ceremony of installation a t one of the weekend Masses, 
shortly after you have arrived at St . Patrick. A copy 
of the Rite of Installation of Pastor may be obtained 
from the Office of Divine Worship. The Profession of 
Faith will be made at the ceremony of installation. 

Be a s sured of my blessing as you go to carry on 
the work of the Lord in St . Patrick Parish. Should 
there be any need, please feel f ree to call on me at 
any time. You are in my prayers . 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

be-Bishop Roger Kaffer 

·'" ... 
.-~·.· ·· -~~.~~. 

'· \ 

.. . 
' 
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Ravere nd Phi l lip Dedera 
St . Mary Pal:' ish 
407 W. Palls 
Pax ton , IL 60957 

Dear Phi t: 

000318 

Fe~~ua~y 28 , 1989 

Thank you for your i nput and va luable suggestions 
at our luncheon meeting last week . I did t a lk briefly 
with Bi.sho9 Imesch about t he former recommendations made 
by the p ri.es ts of your al:'ea. As ~ matter of fact, the one 
c o nso l idat i on we mad e was i n accordance with their 
recommendat ion~ na me ly , that Beaverv i lle, Martinton a nd 
L ' Erab le be put together . Several had recommended t hat . 
Because that now seems to be too much , we a~e now 
cons ider i ng a rea l ignme nt, as you and I had discussed. 

~eel f~ee to dupl icate these pages and, 
confident t ally, send them t o t he other priests i.n the 
deanery. Sometime I ~ou ld be happy to come and meet with 
your deaner y for: a mor e thoro ugh discussion of thi s . It 
might be well to wait until after t he Synod, because this 
is one of the rec ommendations t hat surfaced in at least 
one of the Synod documents. 

I r e al ly do n ' t t h ink it is fair t o say that the 
d i ocese ignoced this study. As I read it , there was a 
plea that we move very slow ly i n th i s area , and we have 
d one that , f o l l owing, as mentioned above, the 
recommendations of several o f t he pri ests in the one 
effoct at consolidati on that did take place . 

For youc own personal information as dean, I do 
think t hat Bishop Imesch would be very re l uctan t , as I 
told you I thought he would , to give Beaverville and 
Martinton to a diocesan pcieet while the Via tori ans are 
still willi ng to accept t hat responsibili t y . To do so 
would mean replacing a Viatorian wi t h a diocesan pr iest, 
and s ome way, somewhere, somehow tha t would have t o mean 
postponing the opening of a new pariah or: s ome other 
assignment because we would be short one more priest. 
Bence, I don't think we should anticipate that the 
replacement of Father Dan Reardon at Beavecvil!e and 
Martinton will oe a diocesan priest. That, of course, is 
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J une 8, 1989 

Loda, IL 60948 

Dear 

Many thanks for your recent letter. What a 
beautiful tribute it was to Father Dedera and his 
ministry. He is an outstanding priest and has certainly 
given himself generously to the Catholic community as 
well as the community at l arge. I can understand youx 
high regard for him. 

As much as I wou l d l ike to join you on Friday, 
evening, June 16th, I will be unable to since I will be 
attending our National Bishops' meeting in Newark at 
that time. I wish that I could be with you. While 1 
will not be able to come on that occasion, I do hope to 
be able to schedule myself for the installation of your 
new pastor, Father Mahoney. 

Again, my sincere thanks for your beautiful 
testimony to Father Dedera. It is nice to receive 
letters such as yours! 

Sincerely in Christ, 

ce le; ez cud Julm 5 1 a her 

Most :Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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January 29, 1990 

Reverend Phillip Dedera 
St. Patrick Parish 
119 Market Street 
Momence, IL 60954 

Dear Phil: 

Before I leave for Peru, I would like to set up an 
appointment to see you upon my return. I have scheduled an 
appointment for you at the Chancery Off ice, on Friday, 
March 2nd, at 1:00 p.m. If hi s not conv~nient for ou, 
please phone my secretary, at 
and she will switch it to a conven ent t me. 

With cordial personal regards, and with a plea and a 
promise of continued mutual prayers always, I remain 

RLK:bjd 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Beart, 

Most Reverend Roger L . Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
Vicar General 



Released April 2014

Redacted February 
TMJA 

ST. PATRICK CHURCH 
119 North .Market St. 

Momence, Illinois 60954 

356 

.00 0 3 3~0 



Released April 2014

FR. D DERA SCAN FROM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 357 
Redacted February ' 
TMJA 

Ill ST. PATRICK CHURCH 000331 
119 North Market St. 

Momence, illinois 60954 



Released April 2014

( 

FR. DEDERA SCAN FROM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 
Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 

000332 

February 14, 1990 

Reverend Phillip Dedera 
St. Patrick Parish 
119 Market Street 
Momence, IL 60954 

Dear Phi l, 

Many thanks for the letter you wrote me a few 
weeks ago. I really appreciated your comments and your 
support. That means a great deal to me and I am 
grateful for i t. 

It certainly sounds as if you have things going 
well at St. Patrick. They may not be as well as they 
sounded, but at least you seem to have a good 
foundation l aid for future welloess. I congratulate you 
for your efforts t o build for the future. Sometimes i t 
is too easy t o get a 11quick fix. " The longer haul takes 
more planning and more effort. Keep up the good work. 
You are doing a great job and I know t hat the people 
appreciate your gift of self . 

Prayers for you. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

be-Bishop Roger Kaffer 
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Hay 14, 1990 

Reverend Phillip Dede~a 
St. Patrick Parish 
119 Market Street 
Momence, IL 60954 

Dear Phil, 

You are probably wondering why in the world I 
am writing to you. Simply to thank you for your kind 
Easter wishes, especially for taking the time to wish 
me wel l . I really do appreciate that and I am very 
grateful for your support. I have experienced that and 
I hope that you are aware of my own support for you, as 
we l l as my appreciati on. 

Keep up the good work. With every best wish, 

Since r e ly in Chr i st, 

Most Revere nd Joseph L. Imesch 
Bi s hop of Jol iet 

oco334 
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August 2, 1994 

Dear 

I £"ead the letter which you sent me recently 
expressing your concerns about Father Dedera and his 
relat1onshtp to the school board. Normally, letters such as 
these are handled by our Superintendent of Scbools, Sister 
Jeanette Ziel ioksi , O.S.F. I am sure she would be very 
willing to look into this matter further, bot to do so i t 
would be necessary for me to share your concerns ~ith 
Father Oedera. I believe he has a right to know about your 
concerns. l do not fee 1 t hat I can bring these to him 
anonymously. I would hope that for the good of the parish 
and the school you will parmit me to do this. 

Just a few weeks ago I happened to meet a priest 
who knows your new principal. He had nothing but the 
highest praise f or her. 1 believe that he said that she had 
WGn an a~ard recently for being an outstanding principal. I 
am hopeful that her presence will help to resolve some of 
your concerns. 

Some of the issues you raised are serious and 
need to be brought to Father Dedera's attention. Again, I 
hope you will allow me to share your letter with h i m. 1 can 
assure that there will be no recriminations. 

With every best wish, 

Sin9erely in Christ, , 

Most Reverend Joseph L. lmesch 
Bishop of Jolie t 

• 

be-Sister Jeanette Zielinski, O.S.F. 
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MEMORANDU~t August 18 , 1994 

TO: Sis ter Jeane tte Zielinski, O.S.F. 

FROM: Bishop Joseph Imesch 

losed is a ~opy of a letter from Me. & Mrs. 
regarding t he School Board and Father Dedera. I 

may have already sent you a copy of this letter. Tne other 
day I received a call from ~1r. & Mrs. -- and we 
discussed the let ter further. They are willi~ave t hl s 
letter brought to Father Dedera's attention. Another person 
h ad also signed t he i r letter but did not wi sh their name to 
be included, s o I have deleted i t from the letter. 

I would appreciate it if you would bring th is 
ma tter to Fa t her Dedeca t s attention in whatever way you 
feal best. Some of the issues are really not serious 
i ssues, from my viewpoint, but t here are others which need 
t o be brought t o hi s attention. 

More importan t t han any particular s 1 tuat ion 1.s 
t he fact that t here seems t o be developing a sp1ri t of 
mistrust among the members of t he School Board and Father 
Dedera. Ev1dently some of them , any ~ay, do not feel that 
he is entirely open with them. He has taken over charge of 
t he f inances and , evidently the Board does not even receive 
informa t1.on about t hose finances. 

The matter of his dog is something wh ich r~-lly 
should be discussed with him. The dog should not be 
permit ted to go 1 n to school or in to the church, for t ha t 
matter, no matter how much the children may like it. If the 
dog e ver bi t someone , we would be in serious difficulty. 

In general, tpere seems to be unrest among a 
number of parish i oners, especially those with - reo in 
school. I believ e I mentioned to you that and 
another woman spoke with me at considerable lengt t e last 
time I was there. Perhaps the new principal will help to 
stra igh ten out some of this , but I would apprec i ate it if 
you would find some opportunity to speak to Father Dedera . 
The ~ace willing to have the i r letter used, saying 
t ha t --rather Dedera already knows about their concerns 
because they have spoken to him about them. 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
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224 East Washington 
Momence, Illinois 60954 
November 14, 1994 

Most Reverend Joseph L lmesch, D. D. Bishop 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Joliet 
The Chancery 
425 Summit St. 
Joliet, Illinois 60435-7193 

Dear Bishop lmesch, 

0 ., · :1 n ,-. Q 
uv ..ic> 

1 would like to introduce myself and to call your attention to a concern of me and 
others in our parish, St. Patrick in Momence. 

The reasc;>n for this letter is to ask for your assistance in transferring Rev. Phillip 
Dedera to another parish. I question his mental stability, his honesty, and his integrity. 
There have been many times that Rev. Dedera has completey disregarded a family's 
request for meaningful funerals. On more than one occasion Rev. Dedera has not allowed 
a family to have another priest deliver the homily for the deceased when that priest had 
known the family for years and Rev. Dedera told the family he would allow the other priest 
to give the homily. On more than one occasion Rev. Dedera sang at funerals at the 
funeral home after the family and I had requested that no music be sung or played. On 
more than one occasion Rev. Dedera has lied to me in the sacristy at St. Patrick's. On 
more than one occasion Rev. Dedera has had his dog on the altar during funerals, 
upsetting family members when the dog licks itself. I am prepared to furnish you with the 
dates and names of these instances. 

I can also voice concern as a parent with a student at St. Patrick Academy. On 
more than one occasion Rev. Dedera has physically pulled a child out of the pew to 
make some point in a sermon. On one occasion he laid the child on the floor and put his 
foot inches above the child's stomach. Unfortunately no one could remember what point 
he was trying to make. 

A number of concerned parishioners and former parishoners have requested that 
I write to you about Rev. Dedera's behavior. Many formerly active parishoners have left 
the church, going not to other Catholic churches but to the Methodist Church, the New 
Life Christian Church, and to the Lutheran Church here in Momence. If you would like 
to talk to me or to any other parishoners, a meeting can be arranged. 

r-;:: - . 

- ..... ___ _ 
~: I 6 1994 

- .... -
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January 6, 1995 

Dear Mr. 

Bishop Imesch recently gave me, as Vicar for 
Priests, your tteeent letter to him. I am leavins today 
for World Youth Day in Manila with tbe Pope. However, I 
would like to discuss your letter with Father Dedera 
when I return. I would appreciate a note from you 
agreeing that I may $bare it with him. If this eould be 
here when I return tbe end of January, r•11 get on it as 
quickly a.s I ean. ' 

Wit.h eordial best wishes, and with a plea and a 
proeise of continued mutual prayers always, I re~ain 

lLK:bjd 
be.. : ::5~ 

Sincetely yours in the Sacred Bear~,. 
.. / 

Most Reverend lloger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 

I 
! 

I 
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April 28, ~995 

Most ~everend Roger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Jqli~t 
Diocese of Joliet 
425 Sununit St. 
Joliet, fL 60435 

Dear Rev. Kaffer: 

• e II • 
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CONJUNCTIVE CONTACTS 

- and reached - · ( - was 
sed b the Review Comm it tee 

Dur n g t 
volunteered she had known the accused pr iest during her bigh 
schoo l years and had "always heard kids say i ng no one should 
be alone " with the priest b ec au se he is "li ke weird , y ou 
know. " She concurred, when a s ked, that to 1 d her 

ut the al1e ed incident 

\ 
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- z -

- called B~Imesch and reported the corroborating 
phone call with __. 

04/20/95 11:30 a . m. 

04/20/95 3:25 p .m. 

Bishop rmesch called IIIII and reported the accused Priest has 
denied everything ( never liquor to minors; he never had minors 
sleep overnight, etc. ) It was decided that - see if she 
could , discreetly and without pressure , inquire as to IIIII 's 
openness to or readiness for a face-to-face meeting with the 
Priest, as l ong as -- or another professional were also 
~nt (Hopefully,~ a meet i ng could both facilitate - ·s healing and clarify if or what occurred ). 

04 / 21/95 3:10 p.m. 

- reached--at home . He did not even bes i ta t e a 
moment before ~ing both his availability for and desire 
to address the Priest face-to-face. 

04/21/95 3:25 p.m. 

- called Bishop Imesch and shared 
desire. 

s availability and 
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April 25, 1995 

PEISOBAL & COIWIDEBTIAL 

'Reverend Pbilip Dedera 
St. Pa.trick Parish 
119 Market Street 
Momence, lL 60954 

Dear Phil: 

I am sorry te> b.ear you were 
and had to cance 1 your appoin tmeut with me , 
! 1m glad you are getting it ¢beeked out. As I mentionad 
~e phQne , I nave made arrangements for you in 
- on May lOth, 11th and 12th. 

Enclosed find a ll the information you will need .. 
Note especially the informati on l~sted on the third pag~ 
of the enclosure , which should be sent as quickly as 
possible to to the address i 
have an phone 

you. 
Be assured of my cofttinuing prayers for and wt tb 

With cordial personal regar4s, I remain 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart, 

Most Reverend R~ger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 

RLK:bjd 

cc: 

.. -
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MEMORANDUM 

June 6, 1995 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

Betty Strysik 
Mary Jo Monroe 

Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

Fr. Philip Dedera 

442 

000 459 

Fr . Philip Dedera has been placed on disability 
and should receive monthly checks of $500 until further 
notice. 

After June 30, the Diocese will pick up his health 
insurance, etc. 

Si~ith A. Davi~s, OSF 
Chancellor 
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June 7, 1995 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Diocese of Joliet 
425 Summit Street 
Joli~t, II 60435 

Dear Bishop Imesch: 

T NO. 443 

OJ0 460 

am to urge you to 
rectify the very poor decision made by you and/ or members of your staff which 
resulted in the dismi$sal of Father Philip Dedera as our Pastor. 

Father "D'' is the most devout and conscientious onest 
that includes all the i have known at 

Father ND" not only restored the physical plant including the church and the 
school, but has also been the strongest and most effective spiritual director the 
Parish has ever known. Father "D" found and installed a religious as Principal 
of the School, upgraded the quality of teaching, and reinstated religious 
education at our parish school. 

On many occasions in the privacy of my own home, I urged him to ignore the 
petty, narrow minded members of the Church Council and School Board who, 
like certain other parishionel'$, think they are holler and more wise than Mother 
Church ifself. 

Father "b'' gave his entire salary and a good part of his inheritance to annually 
sponsor several children's tuition at St. Patrick's School, he contributed to the 
welfare of a former school employee who was grossly underpaid by the School 
Board, and was quick to give his personal funds to anyone in need. 
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Father personally paid for the altar equipment he acquired from other parishes 
as well as for the new cassocks worn by the altar boys and girls serving Mass. 

A terrible injustice has been inflicted upon Father uD'' who never once uttered 
an unkind word about the people with ulittle minds" who criticized and 
persecuted him. 

Father worked tirelessly for the spiritual well-being of his flock, which has 
grown dramatically under his leadership and guidance. H Father #D'' is not 
returned and restored to his rightful and proper position as Pastor of St. Patrick's 
Parish, then you will have proven to me that the Diocese of Joliet is nothing 
more than a political bureaucracy, not spiritual, not caring, not loyal and 
supportive of its Priests. When the Church abuses its most dedicated spiritual 
leaders, is it any wonder that it is barren when it comes to producing vocations? 
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June 12, 1995 

Bi shop Imesch has asked me to acknowledge your 
letter of June 7th . Your letter puzzles me because it 
is my understanding that Father Dedera himself announced 
he bad resigned and needs time off for his physical, 
spiritual and emotional well being. 

It is gratify i ng to hear your affirmation of the 
many good things Father Dedera did in - · 

Enclosed find copies of a prayer that helps me 
keep things in perspective and , perhaps, will also be 
helpful to you. 

With cordial best wisbes, and with a plea and a 
promise of continued mutual prayers always , I remain 

RLK:bjd 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Reart , 

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
~uxiliary Bishop of Joliet 

'Enclosures J~ 

JJe:~rr 
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Most Rev . J osrph Imish, 

- 00846:5 A -
On behalf of many of us 

of Momence, I~m expressing 
having sucn a grand priest 
as Father :k. Dedera. 

here at St. Patricks' 
our gratitude for 
here fqr six years 

J ' . ..... 

We are; ·feeling a great loss as_ he touched 
many hearts both young and old. He is missed 
also by our community, for he wagfso caring 
and friendly toward all, not only~ toward those 

-who were Catholic. 

by signing the 
sent to you. 

-While 
ese f~e lings 

this note 

l e are grateful for our new assi.gned:·· priests 
an will certainl y be of help to them. 

I personally worked with Father Dedera . as 
sacrist ·x years. 

f~ 

I~ 
v-V~ 

I 
1 

Sincerily, 
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~'~ Dioce~e of J<?liet________ _ ¥ Chanmy 

1'"\~"4 
- - ·-· -·- . --- . -~~ .Y-~~ _f].4 . . .. --

l 425 Summit St. 
Joliet. Illinois 60435 

8 I 5-722-6606 
Fax 8 I S-722-·6602 

June 19, 1995 

Dear Phil, 

o say I hope you are settling in 
well at It seems to me I have hardly 
been in the office for the last several weeks, though I 
am sure I have been from time to time . We were at the 
Bishops Meeting in Chicago last week, and I hope to get 
back to visiting priests within a half an hour of 
dictating this memo. 

Be ass~rayers for and with you that 
your time at 1111111111111 may be very helpful and very 
profitable to you. 

With cordial personal regards and with a plea and 
a promise of continued mutual prayers always, I remain 

RLK:bjd 

Sincerely yO in 

Most Reve;e~oger 
Auxiliary Bishop of 

the Sacred Heart, 

L. Kaffer 
Joliet 
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Dear Mrs . 

000 466 

June 20, 1995 

Bishop Imeseh has asked me to thank you and all 
of the others who signed your note of gratitude for 
Father Dedera's six years at Momence. It is gratifying 
to receive such affirming words. We are also grateful 
that you will work with the newly assigned priests. 

With cordial best wishes, and with a plea and a 
promise of continued mutual prayers always, I remain 

RLK :bjd 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart , 

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
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Dear Ms. 

)j ~· 
i( * . 1'. 

\ 
\ 000470 

June 19, 1995 

Bishop Imesch bas asked me to acknowledge your 
letter of June 12th. Your letter puzzles me because it 
is my understanding that Father Dedera himself announced 
be had resigned and needs time off for his physical, 
spiritual and emotional well being. 

It is gratifying to bear your affirmation of the 
many good things Father Dedera did in Momenee. 

Enclosed find copies of a prayer that helps me 
keep things in per&pective and, perhaps, will also be 
helpful to you. 

With cordial best wishes, and with a plea and a 
promise of continued mutual prayers always, I remain 

RLK:bj<l 

Enclosures 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart, 

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
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June 26, 1995 

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
Diocese of Joliet 
Chancery 
425 Summit St. 
Joliet , IL 60435 

Dear Bishop Kaffer : 

I am in receipt of your letter of June 19, 1995. 

Your form letter was not responsive to my correspondence of 
June 12 . If you 1r1ould take the time to read my letter, you 
VJOUld discover that no assertion \oJas made which could have 
given rise to·· puzzlement '.' 

MPN:cc 

O ~'.(}t1f-M i vv -s.I ..L 
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OJ 0472 

June 30, 1995 

nd Ph lli & dera 

Dear Phil, 

I am just gett i ng ready to leave on vacation, but I 
wanted to drop you a note before I left. I certainly b~pe 
that things are going well for yeu, at least as well aa can 
be expected. 1 know there will be some difficult moments, 
but, judging from everyone else's experience, it will be 
most helpful and beneficial io the long run. 

1 just wanted you to know that a number of people 
have written letters to me or to Roger telling us how much 
they appreciated your ministry and bow much they will miss 
you. A number of them were angry about the abruptness of 
your leave taking. We have tried t.o respond to them as 
pastorally as we could. It certainly shows that they 
appreciated your ministry and were sorry to see you leave. 

I just wanted you to know that you are in &ny 
prayers. Please remember me and tbe diocese as well. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imescb 
Bishop of Joliet 
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June 19,1995 

Most Reverend Roge~ Kaffer 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Joliet 
the Chancery 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet 0 Illinois 60435 

Dear Bishop Kaffer, 

Because of the recent and sudden departure 
of my pastor , Rev . Phillip Dedera , at St. Patrick, 
Momence , I have decided to write to you, hoping 
that you will share this letter with Bishop 
Imesh . You may recall that I am one of the 
people who took part in the evaluation of 
Father this past spring. Let me tell you, too, 
that I am currently serving on the Parish Council 
and have been for five years . 

I must tell you how shocked I was at his 
sudden departure . Because of the evaluation 
I gave him and the high regard so many of our 
parishioners have for him, it was unexpected . 
He has worked so hard here , I hoped he -would 
be extended another term and be able to complete 
the job . 

To tell you how good a pastor he was will 
be difficult, but I ' ll try . I was always 
impressed with the way he mini stered to all--­
the kindness and understanding with the elderly , 
an unusual perception of how hard life is 
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today for parents and other couples , an ability 
to speak with and be comfortable with children , 
a driving concern fqr teenagers (this last 
clearly illustrated at the last Parish Council 
meeting, when after a rather lengthy and heated 
discussion , the council with Father's approval , 
agreed to grant permission to the Youth for 
Christ group to use our gym with certain 
restrictions.) 

Although some were cone 
~ding too much money , 
........ I knew that nothing 

the money ear-marked for that was raised , Also , 
he was instrumentally in hiring a bookkeeper 
whose purpose was to designate where the money 
of the parish was used as well as the usual 
bookkeeping. To illustrate this the school 
building was used also for CCD and so the cost 
of maintenance had to reflect the part of the 
cost which was SPA and which was CCD. 

One only needs to walk through our buildings 
and the grounds to see his touch . A lovely 
ol d home which some wanted torn down for a few 
parking spaces , was remodeled under Father ' s 
direction for well under $10 , 000o00 while those 
who o~posed the remodeling said it would cost 
over $40 , 000 . 00 . It is serving as the residence 
of our principal , Sr. Kathleen . 

His f r iendiliness to everyone in Momence 
is another example of his loving and caring 
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for allo Very often he would stop in and say 
"hello " to many of the businesses in downtown 
Momence , something no other pastor had done 
before . And people really liked that! 

My first reaction to his abrupt departure 
was one of anger; anger that he had to leave so 
suddenly giving an opportunity to the detractors 
to have an open shot at him. He should have 
had a warm loving farewell from this parish 
and his many friends here in Momence. Certainly , 
he would and should have received that---he 
earned it and deserved it as well . 

I have come to, over the past two weeks, 
realize that he was worn out and ill. How sad 
it is that after all he has done for us, we had 
to cause this in him. I realize, also, that 
he probably won't be coming back here and that 
is the hardest thing of all. 

Let me repeat some of the comments I made 
on the evaluation: Father Dedera was a very 
friendly and warm , pastor , one who could ring 
a door bell in many homes in Momence and be 
cordially received as a Pastor and friend , a 
pri est who served God, his parishioners and 
his family in a true Christian manner , a counselor 
when you were in need , a teacher in many ways, 
a "doer" who never backed away from a problem, 
always seeking to find the truth, or to find the 
best way to do a job . 
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4. 

I believe he is a truly special person in 
intelligence and integrity. 

I must say that I will miss him very much 
not only as my Pastor , but as a friend . 

Please find a very good and special parish 
for him. 

11 • - • - - · • ~m-

·1. 
' ' 
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July 11, 1995 

What a beautiful and affirming letter you sent me 
concerning Father Dedera! You are right . He was worn 
out and in need of rejuvenation . I have told him of 
many letters of affirmation like yours, and I am sure 
that knowledge of such affirmation is very encouraging 
to him. 

He was emotionally drained when he left the 
parish , and though a farewell party would have been very 
affirming to him and helpful to people like you who 
appreciated him so much, I fear it would have been too 
tough on him at the time. 

Please continue your prayers for him and also 
pray for me. I am enclosing a copy of a prayer I say 
every day that helps me keep things in perspective , and 
hopefully may also be helpful to you. 

I thank you, too, for your active participation 
in the parish . I am confident you will conti nue to be 
supportive of Fathers White and Testa. 

With cordial best wishes , and with a plea and a 
promise of continued mutual prayers always, I remain 

RLK:bjd 

Enclosure 

' I 
Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart, 

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
- Auxi liary Bishop of Joliet 
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June 17, 1995 

Most Reverend Joseph Imish 
Chancery 
Diocese of Joliet 
425 Sunset Avenue 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Reverend Imish: 

46'Pt ;c__ 
I"'! ...., r 48".,.. UJU J 

The reassignment of the good Father Phillip J. Dedera will 
certainly leave a void for the Momence community. 

His ecumenical approach promoted a high degree of interfaith 
rapport- - this c oupled with the Father ' s spiritual guidance 
gave credance and Q.leporhoW" to the theme of "good works" . 

. PL !ill 0 f1 o ll '/ 
Father Dedera's ministry gave comfort to many- to include 
those of various religious persuasions-often placing Saint 
Patrick ' s Church and Catholicism in good stead. 

' 

The signatory-Roman Catholic and 
will certainly miss Father Deder 
contribution to Momence. 

Sincerely, 

. . ~ . . -
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Bishop Imesch has asked me 
very kind letter of affirmation of 
sure that he, too, is very 
affirmation. 

July 11 , 1995 

to acknowledge your 
Father Dedera. I am 
grateful for your 

I can especially appreciate the ecumenical 
perspecti ve from which you write in your inter-faith 
marriage. My Catholic father and all of his Catholic 
siblings entered i nter-faith marriages , and my 
Protestant mother and all of her Protestant siblings 
entered i n ter-faith marriages , so I know from personal 
experience how gratifying it i s when a member of the 
clergy is sensitive to all the members of the famil and 
of the community. Since I am 
confident that you have a unusua amoun und 
in these matters , so praise coming from you is even more 
significant and meaningful . 

In tile name of Bishop Imescb and Father Dedera 
both , I thank you for your kind words. 

With cordial best wishes, an4 wi th a plea and a 
promi se of continued mutual prayers always, I remain 

RLK:bjd 

I 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart , 

Host Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 

be: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch (_..,q /~ J 
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June 14, 1995 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Chancery Office of Joliet 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet IL 60435-7193 

Most Rev. Bishop Imesch: 

---~~:-;;---ru,--r,;-,-~,1 

~ JN !91995 ] 

I have been a faithful parishioner of St. Patrick's Church in 
Momence for 23+ years. I feel as though a member of my family has 
just dropped from my life, with no reasonable explanation. What 
has happened to our beloved Father Dedera? 

He announced on Sunday that he was leaving the parish for heal th 
reasons and was gone on Tuesday . This is certainly not a 
believable explanation!! If someone is ill, he is sent for care. 
If he is too ill to return to his assignment, he would eventually 
be replaced. When a pastor is reassigned or transferred, which 
happens regularly in the Catholic church, the parishioners would 
be given time to say farewell, adjust to the change and would 
know where he is--whether we keep in touch or not. 

Now, of course, we are in a state of shock and deali ng with all 
kinds of rumors. Why was our pastor taken away from our church? 
The rumors are flying fast and furious. What is going on here? 

In the time Father Dedera was here, he has greatly improved the 
physical appearance of our church and grounds and the school 
property. Sunday contributions have noticeably increased, with 
only gentle persuasion in the bulletin, along with explanation of 
the increased costs, etc. Father was always very active in the 
community and was a friend to everyone, not just h i s 
parishioners . He h~s a gift for being insightful enough to 
assess a situation and get involved right nowi perhaps a child 
celebrating a birthday in the local restaurant, someone who is 
feeling down, the list could go on and on. He is always generous 
with his time . 

Many times he came to our home for a quiet meal. Many times he 
stopped at family gatherings and visited with our children and 
grandchildren, who all adore him and his pal Addie. He always 
made time to honor an invitation, even if it was a short visit 
because he had other stops to make. 

If I had a problem, he wouldn't tell me to make an appointment. 
It would usually be, "Well come along and we will talk about it. 11 

I personally feel that this is a political move. I am so 
disgusted with politics . If I am going to get involved in 
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politics, it will be with the Christian Coalition. 

467 
000 488 

I truly believe that we are commissioned to return a substantial 
portion of our income to the Lord. Our family's top priority has 
always been to our church . When I received acknowledgement and 
payment book for the annual appeal in the mail this week, I was 
sorely tempted to send it back. However, I don't want to be mean 
and vindictive. This is truly a test of faith and trust. 

I am grieving over this situation and respectfully request a 
reasonable explanation of what has happened to our beloved pastor 
and what is going on in our church. 
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000489 

July 11, 1995 

Bishop Imesch bas asked me to acknowledge your recent 
letter . It is indeed gratifying to bear your many kind words of 
affirmation of Father Dedera and the good work he did in Hanenee. 
He was under a lot of pressure and was E!lllOtionally drained at the 
time he left and is receiving therapeutic help for his {hysieal, 
spiritual and emotional well being, as I believe be announced 
before he l~ft. 

You spoke of an eventual replacement. Yet Father Dedera 
(id resign his pastorate at K:lmence, knowing, I EIII sure, that his 
~ture was just about the time of our annual transfers, ao it 
was a v~ logical time to replace him, rather than having a 
temporary -\dnistrator for perhaps a whole year before saneone 
else could be SbQt without disturbing another parish coommi ty. 

It is unfortuna~ ~if some consider this to be a political 
move. Neither we nor Fa~ Dedera would so consider it. It 
rather was an effort to minister to the needs of both ~le and 
priests in a timely atd pas~al way that could be done for all 
concerned in view of the needs of all at the time. 

• Be assured of my prayers f«- and with you, and I am 
conf1dent of your prayers for Father Dedera. I also ask for your 
prayers and your cooperation with Fathers White and Testa, as well 
es for me. 

I 

I an enclosing copiea of a prayer I wrote on Calvary on my 
favorite feast , the Feast of the Sacred Heart. It helps me keep 
all things in balance and perspective aid perhaps will also be 
helpful to y~, too. I pray it many times each day. 

RLK:bjd 

With cordial best wishes, I ranain 

Sincerely yOt.n"s in the Sacred Heart, 

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 

"....,.1 ,..-·-"" be: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch (wleucl) 
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Dear Phil: 

OJ0506 

August 11, 1995 

For the ~reater part ~f the last month, I have been 
out of the off~ce, so my purpose in writing is two-fold. 
First, I'm writing just to let you know that I pray for 
you often and by name. 1 hope things are going well for 
you. Be assured of my continuing concern and prayers. 

am enclosing a letter of 

news over the 
mm t og after 

and will 
a aJ.or a seems opt:1mistic, as 

do the doctors, but I would ask your prayers for him. 
Cardinal Bernardin seems to be coming along well. Bishop 
Imescb had a Mase for h~m last week for young adults, but 
t:he Cardinal spent two hours at a reception in his yard 
afterwards with the young adults. Someone who wa-s there 
said he looked very good. That's all I know for now. 

< 

With cordial personal regards and with a plea and a 
promise of continued mutual prayers always, I remain 

RLK:bjd 
a ... _ 1 "' ~ ... ... '"' --- ._ 

I - • .-. • 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart, 

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
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Reverend Philip Dedera 

Date 

000507 
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000516 

August 25, 1995 

Bishop Imesch has asked me to thank you in his name 
for your beautiful letter of affirmation of Father Dedera. 
Father Dedera resigned tbe parish and would have found a 
"Going Away" party too stressful. As he mentioned at the 
time , he was under a ~reat deal of stress and found he 
needed some therapy , wh1ch he is getting. 

If you would like to send him a letter in care of 
Sister Judith Davies, O.S.F., at the Chancery, she will 
forward it to him. I am sure your affirmation will be 
very uplifting to him, as it was to Bishop Imesch. 

Thank you for writing. 

With cordial best wishes, and with a plea and a 
promise of continued mutual prayers always, I remain 

RLK:bjd 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart, 

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 

"' 
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Dear Phil, 

000528 

September 28, 1995 

•- -~a.-.J~= --.-

Barb has been on vacation for a couple of weeks and 
I have been in the office very 1 ittle. But out of sight 
does not mean oot of mi nd. Before going to the Convoeation 
and the Papal Visit, I wanted to send you a note to tell 
you that 1 am praying for you every day, often by name, and 
just want to assure you of my prayerful concern for you. 

You probably heard that 
funeral was fa i rly well attended by 
d i sappo i ntingly attended by the laity. 

died. The 
the priests, but 

I personally have been giving lots of talks on the 
Catechism and trying to eaten up on visiting the priests . 
That is one reason for being in the office so little and 
havi ng so little time for correspondence. However, happily, 
I have tried to be more faithful to meditation and prayer . 
"More things are wrought by prayer than this world dreams 
of. " 

Some weeks ago I did install Denis White ln 
Momence, and I did ' 1 jump" Jess Testa for his telephone 
remarks to your cousin, I believe. In any case, I told him 
I hope he has written you a letter of apology. I do not 
know whether he did or not , but 1 want to apologize for 
him. 

As· 1 told you the last time I wrote, I believe, we 
have received many letters affirming your ministry in 
Momence. 
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I 

Ov0529 

2. 

Be assured of my continued prayers for and with 
you. And please pray for and with me . 

With cordial personal regards, and a plea and a 
promi se of continued mutual prayers always , I remain 

RLK/ nb 

Sincerely yours i n the Sacred Heart , 

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bi shop of Jol i et 
Vicar General 

be - Bishop J oseph Imesch 

I 
i 

t 
;I 

I 

I 
( 



( 

FR. DEDERA SCAN FROM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 476 
Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 
Released April2014 Q J 0 56 .l! 

DeGember 13, 1995 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Yoor letter of December 4th bas arrived. In the 
final parag~apb, you said if you could provide any 
addi tiooal infGrmation , that I should not beaitate to 
contact you at any time. Bence, this letter·. 

With cordial personal regards and with a plea aod a 
promise of continued mutual prayers always, I remain 

B.LK:bjd 

Sinferely yours in the Sacred Heart, 

Most Reverend Roger ~. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 

cc: Reverend Philip Dedera 
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Dear Phil, 

December 21, 1995 

This letter will probably not arrive in time for 
Christmas, but it was oot really meant to be a Christmas 
letter. I just wanted to assure you that you are mucb in my 
thoughts and prayers. I know this is a dtf 

t it is al a time of rtunit 

ean 

I do not want you to think that you are being 
abandoned. Right now , however, the most important thing you 
can do is to take as mucb as you can from this opportunity. 
That requires a lot of soul scraping, which may be painful, 
but, it also leads to a healthier soul and spirit. 

I pray for you every day by name and while I do not 
correspond as often as l might like, you are in my thoughts 
and prayers eacb day. Ninety-five has been a diffi~ult 
year ~ but 96 comes with all the pt:omise and hope tbat the 
Lord give$ us. May it be a year of blessing and peace for 
you. 

SinceFely in Christ, 
I 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

M E M 0 R A N D U M 

TO: Bishop Joseph L. lmesch 

FROM: Bishop Roger L. Kaffer 

RE: Father Phil Dedera 

January 2, 1996 

478 

OJIJ563 

phoned. He said two people have 
told h1m that era is asking for money. He has 
told people that he bas had a nervous breakdown and is in 
therapy and in need of money. One is the local Lutheran 
minister , whose brother-in-law was approach~ Phil. 
- did not say who the other one was. ~didn't 
know bow to handle this, and I told him I didn t either, 
that I would have to consult and get back to him. He 
thanked me. 

.. 

Bishop Roger Kaffer 

RLK:bjd 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

M E M 0 R A N D U M 

TO: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 

FROM: Bishop Roger L. Kaffer 

RE: Father Phil Dedera 

I talked with both 
I had a good long talk w 
that I was not upset with her in my last 
real reason for the letter was to send the 
and that you had made me tone it 
originally even tougher. But I told 
criticism of her. h - had 

eved self. 

OJ0564 

January 11, 1996 

and 
told her mysel 
letter, but the 
carbon to Phil, 

I was 
I bad no ? 

- was taken aback when I told her the real 
reason for call was to alert tbem to the call from 

llllllil about two people saying Phil had asked for 
mo!fl She said they would confront him on this, gave me 
to , who said the same, but concurred with you that I 
shou call Phil directly. - tried to get a bald .of 
him then and couldn't, but h~il call me back a couple 
of hours later. In the meantime, - apparently had 
already talked to him about it. Phil sa1d he did not ask 
for money, but was visiting with a personal friend and 
their family. They have been friends ever since he was 
assigned in Roselle. Tqe friend was the brother-in-law of 
the Lutheran minister. ' Phi 1 said: "I did not ask for 
money. They did give me some money. They did ask if I 
needed any and I said I had been through some tough times 
and you always have bills when things are tough. n This 
mao had helped Phil when Father Smith was sick and he said 
they were good friends. His mother and grandmother are 

· · together and, I believe, she was Ill 
in Roselle. He also apparently visited them 

e s they did give him a Christmas card with some 
money, but again denied that he had asked them for money. 
He is sorry if they interpreted it that way. 
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OJ0565 

Memo re: Father Phil Dedera -2- January 11, 1996 

--iA. sa1d he did not tell them that he was -
........... but simply that he was out of State in 
Missour1. He also said he never used the term that he had 
a nervous breakdown. He said he was out of State, was 
getting better and was taking care of his physical, 
spiritual and emotional needs. 

Phil said he did see also, and it was 
the first time in six years that he had been back to 
Paxton. - gave him a tour of the place. Phil said it 
was a ver""Y1iealing experience for him to go back there. 
He had a good holiday. He said he is just getting things 
out of his system. 

I tried to be cheerful and affirming, and told him 
I was glad that it was just a misunderstanding by a couple 
of very close friends, and that there was no sol~ 

RLK:bjd 

hioners. These were two people lllllll 

rec 

gave him money, and both of whom 

tell me that be tends 
but that 

I think 

as ar as ever getti 
IIIII bas told Phil that 

t 
is kill 

other assignment 
many times apparently. 

surprised at -
When Phil was a 

always considered 
11· ence somewhat 

Bishop Roger Kaffer 
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H E H 0 R A N D U H 

TO: 

FROM: Bishop Roger L. Kaffer 

RE: Phil Dedera 

000561 

January 19, 1996 

Bishop Roger Kaffer 

RLK:bjd 
be: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch (w/encl) 

' , - ___ ,.. .. ..___. 
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Dear - : 

OG0597 

Mareh 20, 1996 

I will arrive in St. Louis on Southwest #251 at 
10:15 a.m. on Tuesday, March 26th. f'ty departure is at 
2:50 p.m. on Southwest #535. Please arrange 
transportation. Thanks a million! 

With cordial personal regayds and with a plea and a 
promise of continued mutual prayers always, I remain 

RLR:bjd 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Beart, 

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
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April 3, 1996 

I just want to advise you that I am going to be 
leaving the country on April 14th and will not return 
until April 27th. I will be with our Medical Mission Team 
of doctors and nurses in Bolivia , helping with clinics for 
the poor. Hence, any setting up of something would have 
to be for the first part of May. 

I hope to talk to you before you get this letter. 
If I dog' t , you should also know that Bishop Imescb is 
leaving the country on Hay 2nd and will not be back for 
two weeks. That would not really have to affect our 
meeting , but I want you to know that I will not be able to 
discuss anything with him until the middle of Hay, unless 
I could get there on Tuesday, the 30th. If so , I would 
have to be back i n time for a Confirmation. Frankly, I 
would find it difficult t.o come that day, but if that 
seemed to be the best and only way to do it, I would. I 
will be catching up on two weeks backlog and have 
Confirmations for nine J consecutive days, starting the 
30th. But I will do wha~ever has to be done. 

With cordial personal regards and with gratitude 
for all your helpt and also with a plea and a promise of 
continued mutual prayers always. I remain 

RLK:bjd 

SinC.erely yours in the Sacred Heart, 

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaf fer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
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000653 

July 1, 1996 

B1shop lmescb asked me to contact you and let you 
know that he hae worked out an ass1gnment for you at St . 
Patrick's &es1.dence in Naperville as chaplain. l was 
unable to reach you by phone and w1.ll be out of the offtce 
for a couple of days , so l am send1.ng thls by mail. It 
will be about a week before the quarters are ready , but 
the !hshop wanted me to alert you. The adm1nistrator of 
St . Patrick's 1s: 

Sr. 
St. s 
1400 Brookdale Road 
Naperville , IL 60563 

0 . Carm . 

l would suggest that you g1.ve Sr. - a phone 
call to make preliminary arrangements and you can set up a 
meeting with ber. 

Wishing you God's bless1ngs for the Fourth of July 
and the long-range future , and with cordial personal 
regards , and w1th a plea and a promise of cont1nued mutual 
prayers always , I remain 

RLK:bjd 

cc: 

be: 

Sineerely yours in the Sacred Heart , 

Most Reverend Roger L. Keffer 
Aux1.liary Bishop of Jol1et 

0. Carm. 
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Reverend Phillip Dedera 
St. Patrick Residence 
1400 Brookdale 
Naperville, IL 60563 

Dear Phil, 

O "· QP. ~ :-v v ~ -' J 

July 17, 1996 

In view of our recent discussion, I am appointing you as 
chaplain at St. Patrick Residence, effective July 15th of this year. 

I am certainly pleased, as I know you must be, that you will be 
able to serve the residents of St. Patirck's. I am particular grateful to Sister 

0. Cann., Administrator of St. Patrick Residence 
for her lUlderstanding and her willingness to have you serve as chaplain. I 
know that the Sisters of St. Patrick's in the community look forward to 
having your presence. You will fmd this a very rewarding ministry, I am 
sure, particularly since you are such a sensitive and compassionate minister 
to the elderly and the sick. 

You should discuss your salary requirements with Sister­
- · I would appreciate it if you would contact Sister Judith and 
inform her of these arrangements. The diocese will certainly be of 
assistance in providing for your compensation and benefits. 

Phil, I am pleased for you and the residents and staff of St. 
Patrick. I think this will be a mutually satisfying arrangement for everyone 
involved. I know that you will be welcomed by the staff and residents. 
Please know that you are welcome to contact me, Bishop Kaffer or Sister 
Judith at any time to respond to any questions or concerns that you might 
have. Be assured of my prayers and blessing as you begin this new 
ministry. 
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July 17, 1996 

With every best wish, 

cc-Sister 
Bishop ger ........... L ... ..., .. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

0 . Carm. 

P~-~~ 

492 

OJ0666 

2 
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CORFIDERTIAL 

Memo re: Father Phi l Dedera · 

O - ~l~"' 84 \J IJ \) I 

August 30, 1996 

Phil seemed rather subdued when he came in. I told 
him I was getting my Office said by praying it with eeeh 
successi ve man as he came in. and asked if he bad said 
Morning Prayer. He said he had , but it would be fine to 
repeat it. I said "no, " we would move on to Daytime 
Prayer, had he said that? He said: ·~et' s say Daytime 
Prayer. " I assume he had said it , but we did say it 
together. 

I explai ned that I used to visit the priests, as be 
knew , but decided it is eas i er for 180 priests to make one 
trip than for me to make 180 trips. Phil completely 
concurred. He talked like a magpie , though be seemed to 
have little to say. 

Be told me bow be i s working as a team with one of 
the Si sters in Pastoral Care. Every other month ~ he has 
an Anointi ng Service and in the i n-between months , he has 
confessions. But after the service , he goes to visit the 
150 who can't come to chapel , and that takes qui te a bi t 
of t i me. Phil does believe in the "Theology of Presence, " 
for which I commended him . 

Be talked and talked about hi s ministry with the 
aged , bu t seems to be enjoying it. He said he gets along 
well with all the Sister~_ there is one who is very 
tough . 1 said: "Sister ~" He decli ned to answer 
but I told him tbat she was a very good friend of liillllll 

my secretary at Provi dence, and that ~ 
both very aggressive and go after each other. Phil was , 
of .course, talking about Sister - ' but said that 
everyone finds her rather difficult to work with. 

He talked about ·the new chapel, which will not be 
finished by Christmas undoubtedly. I said construction 
projects are never finished on time , but that is all right 
because it .is in the hopper and it will happen. We talked 
about both some priests and some lay Catholics who he 
knows in Naperville and with whom he has gone out to 
dinner. 

I urged him to get to the cluster meetings - wbicb 
I know have not been meeting during the summer since he 
came , and also to make an annual retreat. 
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Memo re: Father Phil Dedera -2- August 30, 1996 

He said he had gotten rid of his dog, and that was 
very painful. He and Bishop Vonesh used to talk about 
their dogs, because they really do become part of one's 
life. 

He said he has one large room at St. Patrick's, but 
the Sisters don • t seem to realize that diocesan priests 
have other possessions. He has gotten rid of a lot of 
things. He is grateful that the Sister in Pastoral Care, 
I believe, shares her office with him. 

Phil did give me 
It said that it would 
because it is overdue. 
our insurance office. 

a bill that he got in the Spring. 
be given to a collection agency 
I told him I would pass it on to 

I asked Phil if there was anything I could do for 
him , and he just asked me to pray for him. I assured him 
that my daily Mass is for priests. 

Bishop Roger Kaffer 

RLK:bjd 

cc: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 
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501 
000688 

September 11, 1996 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Dear Mike: 

With cordial personal regards and with a plea and a 
promise of continued mutual prayers always, I remain 

RLK:bjd 

Sincerely yours in the Saered Heart , 

Most B.f!verend Roge-r L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 

be: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 
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Attn: Sr. 

OvD6$8 

November 8, 1996 

Dear Sister . , 

I have your questionnaire for Review for Father 
Phillip Dedera. I have checked with the . They said the 
residents enjoy him. Anytime he is called he is there. He works well with 
the staff. (His homilies are very long.) He seems a little frustrated in 
wanting the nursing home to be run as a parish but seems to enjoy what he 
is doing. They do not see any problems and there are no concerns from the 
staff. I asked explicitly about any problems with drugs, sex or alcohol and 

\)!~told none at all to their knowledge. This will have to suffice for my report. 

rem am, 
With a plea and a promise of continued mutual prayers, I 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart, 

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
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January 8, 1997 

Reverend Phillip Dedera 
St. Patrick Residence 
1400 Brookdale 
Naperville, IL 60563-2126 

Dear Phil, 

I know I spoke to you some time ago about the possibility of 
your getting involved in a CPE program while you are St. Patrick. I did want 
to put that in writing so that you would know that it is more than just a wish 
I have for you. 

I do not know how long your chaplaincy at St. Patrick will 
continue. There is always a possibility that I might need you to minister at one 
of the several hospitals which we now staff. Most of them, if not all of them, 
now require that a chaplain have so many hours of CPE. I wish you would 
look into the possibility of entering such a program. I know there is one at 
Edwards Hospital and also at Good Samaritan in Downers Grove. There may 
very well be others that would be more convenient. 

I would appreciate it if you would look into the possibility and 
then let me know what you discover. 

\ 

Prayers and best wishes to you in this New Year. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

P.S. I wish you would 
pursue obtaining a Spiritual Director, perhaps Ray Grasso or Don Kenny. 
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February 6, 1997 

Dear - : 

Phil seems to be doing well in his assignment at 
the nursing horo:e , and Bishop Imesc.b is urging bim to get 
C. P. E. in on an assi nment as a hos tal 
chaplain. 

With cord i al personal regards and with a plea and a 
promise of cont i nued mutual prayers always, I remain 

p.s. 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Eleart, 

Most Reverend koger L. Kaffer 
Auxi liary Bishop of Joliet 



Released April 2014

( 

FR. DEDERA SCAN FROM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 505 
Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 

,~~ 
.~~ 
6~' 

Diocese of Joliet 
Chancery 

425 Summit St. 
Joliet. IllinOis 60435 

Reverend Phillip Dedera 
St. Patrick Residence 
1400 Brookdale 
Naperville, IL 60563 

Dear Father Dedera, 

000 715 

815-722-6606 
Fax 815-722-6602 

February 14, 1997 

Bishop fmesch would like to invite you to be an honored 
concelebrant at the Chrism Mass on Monday, March 24, 1997, beginning 
at 7:00p.m. , at the Cathedral of St. Raymond. As a 25th year Jubilarian 
in the Diocese, you will be seated in the sanctuary along with the other 
honored concelebrants. 

Please return the postcard which was in the February J.O.B. no later 
than March 7th so that the necessary preparations may be made for the 
dinner preceding the Chrism Mass as well as for seating in the Cathedral 
sanctuary during the Mass. 

A chasuble and a stole will be provided for the occasion by the 
Cathedral. Please bring your own alb. 

With every best wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

fl/<"~.(/~/t/P;­

Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

M E M 0 R A N D U M 

TO: Sister Judith Davies, O.S.F. 

FROM: Bishop Roger L. Kaffer 

RE: Father Phil Dedera 

April 15, 1997 

I interviewed Phil Dedera, primaril~ 
fill out a questionnaire from 1111111111111 

However, I asked Phil how he's doing, and he said 
okay, but he's having quite a struggle financially. He 
said he was simply~at his salary would be $800.00, 
I gather by Sister llllllll. ~that was what they 
were paying his predecessor, 111111111, based on $500.00 
disability and $300.00 in stipends, but I d~d not 
articulate that speculation to Phil. I simply told him 
that I don't get into financial matters as Vicar for 
Priests, that they are handled by the Chancellor. But I 
did tell him I would give you a memo and ask you to look 
into his $1,500.00 bill for retirement. He said he simply 
can't pay that. I said I thought the institution took 
care of that, but evidently it does not . 

I also told him to take a course in C.P.E. to get 
ready in case he might have to take care of Edwards 
Hospital, in addition to St. Patrick's Nursing Home. He 
said he had already inquired from them and learned they do 
have a C.P.E . Program that would cost $400.00. I did tell 
him the diocese would pay for that. 

Though Phil, as always, mentioned how busy he is 
and how overwhelmed he gets at times, I really did not get 
into that conversation, and certain! ave him no sympathy 
about that. I did point out that had taken care 
of Edwards Hospital and all the nursing homes in 
Naperville in his eighties, and Phil is much younger and 
more vigorous and should be able rather easily to handle 
both St. Patrick's Nursing Home and Edwards Hospital. 

I think I told him there are lay people who would 
help with Communion, but as I dictate this, I don ' t 
remember doing so. I told him it would depend on the 
recovery of Ray Grasso. 

Would you please check into the retirement and put 
his salary on the Executive Staff Agenda? Thanks. 

RLK:bjd Bishop Roger L. Kaffer 
cc: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 

000 722 
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COHFIOUTIAL 

Dear Sister Joan: 

April 21 , 1997 

Enclosed find my response to your questionnaire 
concerning Phil Dedera . I bad him come in and I filled 
out most of it while talking to him . Th~nk you for youT 
help . 

He seems to be doing fine. You probably ought to 
know that Bishop Imescb has asked him to take a course in 
C.P.E. to be ready for a hospital chaplaincy. Since some 
of our chaplains are quite sick, we mJ&e need to call on 
him rather soon to be a hospital chaplain, in addition to 
his residence at and work at the nursing home. 

With cordial personal regards and with a plea and a 
promise of continued mutual prayers always, I remain 

RLI:bjd 

Enc:.losure 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart, 

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 

{ 

000 723 
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June 17, 1997 

Reverend Phil Dedera 
St. Fatriek Residence 
1400 Brookdale 
Naperville, IL 60563-2126 

Dear Ji'hil, 

there are two 
things I do wan~ ~o cal to your attention before I leav~ 
this week for the Bishops' Meeting and then for surg~ry. 

Th~ other thing is the C.P.E. I already did tell 
you to get into the program at Edward liospital and send 
the bill to us. It is really neeessary tbat you do that 
'Decause we are probably go,ing to have to call on you 
befoxe the year is out for some help in tbat area. 

Ot.berwise, tbingf! seem to be going very well, and 
for that I am grateful, 'and I'm sure you are too. 

With cordial personal regards and witb a plea and a 
promise of co~tinued wutual prayers always, I remain 

RLK:bjd 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart, 

Most Reverend Roser L. K4ffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
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Diocese of Joliet 
Office of the Bishop 

425 Summit St. 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Mike, 

815-722-6606 
Fax 8 15-722-6602 

July 8, 1997 

res:ponwlng to the letter which was addressed to Bishop 
Kaffer Reverend Phillip Dedera. 
Bishop Kaffer is presently recoverin from a hip replacement, and so I am 

ondin in his name -

be assured of our appreciation, and 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

52-:Z~ 
Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

vbc-Bishop Roger Kaffer 
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l;1isliop Joseph t. :tinesch 

Bishop Roger L. Kaffer 

Fattier Phil Dedera 

Joe - Phil Dedera called. He asked for this letter for a wedding m Southern 
· ffiinois. He is also working with .a fapilly to baptize their four-month-old chiid, either 
at St. Charles Borromeo in Bensenville or at St. Thomas. I forget the ciryumstances 
now, but since it was to be a private baptism, I told him that's okay, but we would not 
want him doing either of these -things-in Romeoville. 

I also asked Phil ifhe ha(l started on the Pastoral Care Certification at Edwards 
fiospital. He said he had, but.I really didn't have time to pursue it With hint. It 

•. wasn't clear to me wh~ther be is taking the courses or thinking about talkiti~to them! 
He gave tne the impression th~ he was taking courses, but somehow the way he said 
it, rm not sure he is. However, clarity of communication was never P:bil's forte! 
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August 18, 1997 

This will verify that Fatb~r Philip Dedera has faculties in the Diocese ofJoliet. 
1 understand he will be perfortni.Iig a wedding in Charleston, Illinois. He do@s so with 
our blessing. 

• ... ,• 1 ; •' 
i. 

.. 
\, 

With cordial best wishes and with a plea and a promise of contifiued mutual 
prayers always, I remain 

Sjn.cerely yours in the Sacred Iieart, 

Most Reverend Roger L. K.affer 
Ai.rxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
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September 19, 1997 

Reverend Phillip Dedera 
St. Patrick Residence 
1400 Brookdale 
Naperville, IL 60563-2126 

Dear Phil, 

Last week I was in Washington attending some meetings. I had 
the opportunity to and he told me how much of a comfort 
you were to the family and how impressed they were with your solicitude 
for them. I just wanted to let you know how grateful they were. 

I meant to talk to you at s funeral about taking 
a CPE course. I really want you to do this and feel that you have the time 
to do that now. I would appreciate it if you would let me know when and 
where you are going to take this course. I also want to know if have liliiiiiiil a spiritual director, as you agreed to do 

Thanks for all of the good work you do at St. Patrick. Take 
care of yourself. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. lmesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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Reverepd Philip Dedetil' 
St. Patrick Residence 
i 400 Brookc{ale · 
Naperville, IL 60563..-i 1_-z6 

DearPQil, 

Congratulatioqs as you celebrate the 25th Anniversary of your 
Ordination this ye~! It was a: pleasure to have dinner With yon aild yemr 
cl~smates at the Convocation. When you were in the ~emi.p.ary, :( y~ed. 
for th~ day when we wouid be able to conce1ebrate together, and we now 
have been able to do that for a quarter of a century: ,.. ~ 

I hear only positive reports about your pastoral care, n.ot oilly for the 
elderly aged, but aisq for-the families of both the living and th~ d~~ea. 
Tharik you for yom christ-like concern fot aU of these people.· M~y you 
continue to find great: s~tisfaction in this work for the cause of.Cbt::i~ ah,!i 
may you GOpie to know Jesus Christ more intimately, to love~ tnor~ 
ardently apd to follQwHimn}ore ~losely day by day. ·,,Ad tntil~o~~~osr~' _ 

With cordial pers~onal regards and with a plea and a pr<»pise of 
continued mutual prayers always; I temam · 

" ~ .. -

......... 

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaff~r 
-Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
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received several acCQlades for Plill last niglit when I wen"t to the Annual 
Christmas Thank You Mass and Reception for Volunteers and B~nefactors 
at St. Patrick's Retirenwnt ,Home. A nUill.ber of people, both residents and 
people having parents there, told me what an asset Father Phil is . 

. -· 
God's blessings ft>rCbristmas and the New Year! 
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.. 
.;· -I _mil pl~as-w to t¢11 you .th~t _Mrective-Aprll 15, 1998, :fatli~r PhiliP' 

.Ded~a, who WilL be livi}lg at St 'FD.omas the Apostle recto~ ~·Will b~ assigned~t 
~ Catholic cbaplaifi oflMwaid Hospital. 'lt-a$er-Dedera Will bein touch Witho 
yoti, I am su.fe. 

~,; ~ ' •< • 

-: ~-" I ~njoyed,Q'urtecen~lunrheon,meetlng. -Aitd -LruP.ple~~q that we h~ve 
-b~et}-'~bl~ -t9 .Work out something thatJhQpe-will he h¢tpfulllo't~L to you and 
t8 all_ o~ the Catholic_ p_~tients _atidwf!td ~oSR'id: 

-~itir cordial ·personalr~gatds ana with 
continued mutual prayers at ways!> 1 rem~in 
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TO: Bi§hop_ Jos~pli L. ltnesch 

FROM: ~. Bishop Roger L. Kaffer 

RE: Edwards Hospital Chaplaincy 

here for the Secretariat Meeting, he_wapted 
to see me suggested that the new pastor of Christ the 
Servant Parish be ~ointoo. temporary chaplain of St. Edward~s llospital. 
He said he wouldn't have that much to do in the parish and could perhaps 

· cover the hospital. Bill said that's the only major hospital that do~sn'tbave 
a chaplain. I told hllp., confidentially, that you intend to appo$t Phil 
Dedera to that. 

Just before i wefi.t to Belleville, I did send a letter 
• r marked "Personal8{, Gonfi.dential" with a copy to UUJILv1 

asked if there is ~y possibility of Phil living at St.· Thoflla$ . they 
need the roo111 for~ offi~. lfit can't be, she said th.ey would malre some 

' other atrangein~nts, ·"I>ut it woUld really help them out. Ih niy heart p( 
h~arts, I have to wonaer if that's the only reason! . . . £ 
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Febmary 10, 1998 

CONFIDENTIAL 

TO: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 

FROM: Bishop Roger L. Kaffer 

RE: Father Phil Dedera 

I did call Sister - to ask her what the situation is concerning Phil 
Dedera's residence, and secondly, to ask her, quite frankly, whether she just wants to 
get rid of Phil or really needs the space. 

She said she really needs the space, and if it were a question of getting rid of 
Phil, she would have been up-front and told me so. And then she laughed and said: 
"But if we have another assignment for Phil, that would be fine - but that was said 
"tongue in cheek." I told her, confidentially, we do have another assignment for Phil, 
and I'm going to get on his back on that. We want him to be chaplain at Edwards 
Hospital, and he is supposed to be taking C.P.E. to do that. She said he will be very 
good at that, because he visits both residents and staff whenever they are in the hospital. 
She said the residents and their families love him. His ministry with the residents if 
fine. 

She said sometimes he interferes with the staff by butting into conversations, but 
she has told the staff that when that happens, they are not to tell her about it afterwards, 
but at the time, and they will address it right then. 

However, I gather he is a real asset at the residence. She said they are having 
more funerals there so that Phil can be the presider because he is so endeared to the 
residents and their families. 

He still gives 15 to 20 minute homilies, which irk some of the residents and 
sisters, but when they complain, he rushes through Mass, and that also irks them. I 
laughed and told her that Phil's loquaciousness goes all the way back to his seminary 
days, and she said some of the sisters are the same. 

I commended her and told her to keep up the good work. 

{?t-f(, 
Bishop Roger L. Kaffer 

RLK:bjd C\ ~' , . /t. J //_ .;L._ I; J ~ !:ft.,_.. v-,.. ~~"'-~ 
q, S. LJ.-1_ • ~~r~ ~ '7-./J/J . ~ • 

· · .2-~ 7-J/<-..~rfD ~ ~ · 
~-



FROM: 

RE: 

Bish-op Joseph L. Imesch 

J:li&liup R.qger L. Kaffer 

Faih~ Phil Dedera 

At my request, Fhil:came to see ine and we talked for the better part 
of an hour. It was o~e of tJi(} best meetings I've had with Phil in some tkp~. 

I told him that Sister- needs another office and approached 
me recently to see wl{etl!er Phil could live next door at St: Thotfuls 
the Apostle. I had told her to talk see whether tlmtwo'tJ].d 
be feasible.~ru? very ope~ to it, so I told Phil that I wante<l to be the 
one to tell him of this P9~ibility. 

I told him t4~ I futd also told Sjster that we intendell to 
· appoint PhiL as chaplain af Edwards not in place of but itt 

addition to his duties at St. Pattie}.<;' s. I asked Phil what the status is 9fhis 
C.P.E., (l:tld much to my Slirpnse_, he told me that they baq a thr.~e-h0m 
oo~se at St. Thbm~ S~ in Denvet and were told that they, would be 
qualified to be hospital ch~plains after that course. He doesn't ~ow that 
it was called C.P.E. at the time, but it shoUld be on his transctipt. As he 
described it, it appafefitly was what we would call a C.P .E. course. l:le said 
he had spoken with someone at Edwards Hospital and they were fmpili~ 
with the Oetlver prp~ and very affirtning of it They had a psychologist 
or psychiatrist who h~ ~189 &iven some talks, hruf hospital expeP.tmc~,. I 
believe witness!ng an QRetation, a birth, etc. They were given guidanc~ pn 
how to deal with families; etC. Moreover, Phil, prior to getti.Q.g in to -all of 
this describeq st>m~ of~ e:s:p~nences alr~y ct.t EdWards Hospital. :ffg has · 
told them to call when~ettlwy need a priest has gone always when 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

-O G0771 

AprilS, 1998 

Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 

Bishop Roger L. Kaffer 

Chaplain for Edward Hospital 

Joe- Please write a letter appointing Phil Dedera chaplain ofEdward 
Hospital, effective April15, 1998, in addition to his duties at St. Patrick's, 
with residence at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish, Naperville. I told him that 
his $800.00 salary from the Sisters, which includes $300.00 in stipe~ 

· be supplemented from the chaplain's budget, and I have notified ­
do that, subtracting $800.00 a month from the chaplain's budget. I 

also told Phil that he is to register for a C.P.E. course, but suggested it be 
somewhere other than Edward Hospital, with which he concurred. He 
seemed fine with it and grateful. 

I have written to Reverend 
ought to write the letter to Phil. 

RLK:bjd 

but thought that you 

Bishop Roger L. Kaffer 
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Bishop Roger L. Kaffer 

•#-

fath~r Phil Dedera 
'. 

I just wish to confirm m writing my phone message: Effective 
Aprill5, 1998, Fathet'-Phil Dedera ~ll be appointed chaplain ~tEqward 
Hospital in NaperVille_, in ad<J.ition to his duties at St. Patrick's Residence. 
Please arrange, as of April 15th., that he would be paid the chaplain.' s salaty, 
minus the $800.00 per month that he gets from the Sisters. 

·.· 
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will be assigned chaplain ofE4ward Hospital, in ~clition to his ~sigftrbent at 
the nursing home. He also will begin C.P .E. I think we,re well on the way. 

With cordial personal regards and with 
continued mutual pray~s always, I remain 

a plea and a pr6tpise of 

Sincetely yours in the Sacred H~ 
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Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 

: Bishop Roger L. Kaffer 

RE: Chaplain for Edward Hospital 

Joe - Pleas~ write a letter appointing Phil Dedera chaplain ofEdward 
Hospital, effe(1tive APfll15, 1998, in addition to his duties at St. Patrick's, 

~ with residence at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish, Naperville. I toldhilfi that 
his $800.00 salary from the Sisters, which includes $300.00 in &tipends, 
will be supplemented from the chaplain's budget, and I have notified­
- o do that, subt:racting $800.00 a month from the chaplain's htidget. I 
also told Phil that he is tQ register for a C.P .E. course, but suggeste~ it be 
Solllewhere other than Edward Hospital, with ·which he cong~ed. He 
seemed fine with it aud grateful. 

I have written to Reverend 
ought to write the lettetto Phi1. 

<: 
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• 
Diocese of joliet 
Office of the Bishop 

425 Summit St. 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Reverend Phillip Dedera 
St. Patrick Residence 
1400 Brookdale 
Naperville, IL 60563-2126 

Dear Phil, 

000785 

815-722-6606 
Fax 815-722-6602 

April9,. 1998 

With this letter I am appointing you as Chaplain at Edwards 
Hospital in Naperville, effective April 15th. This will be in addition to your 
present duties as Chaplain at St. Patrick Residence. Your residence will be 
at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish in Naperville. 

Phil, I am grateful to you for accepting this additional 
assignment to minister to the needs of the Catholic patients at Edwards. I 
will notify the Pastoral Care Department of your appointment. 

I would hope that you would continue to join with the priests 
of the cluster in their regular monthly meetings. I think your presence is 
important both for your own benefit as well as for the priests of the cluster. 

Your ministry schedule at the hospital should be determined 
by yourself, but I would ask you to be in contact with the designated 
hospital chaplain regarding hospital procedures and protocol. To my 
knowledge you are not required to put in a certain amount of hours each 
day or each week. My concern would be that the Catholic patients who are 
there would be visited by you and those who are in need would receive the 
sacraments. I am sure there are a regular number of lay people who are 
bringing Eucharist to the patients. That program is probably coordinated 
through St. Raphael parish, so you might contact them about their hospital 
ministry. 
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April 9, 1998 

538 

2 

You will continue to receive $800 monthly from the St. Patrick 
Residence, which includes $300 in stipends. Any stipends you might 
receive for the celebration of the Eucharist should be sent monthly to the 
Chancery. The remainder of your salary, along with benefits, will be 
supplied by the diocese. If there is any question with regard to your salary, 
please contact Sister Judith, who would gladly offer you her assistance. 

Phil, I appreciate your willingness to assume this additional 
responsibility. I think hospital ministry is very important. Your pastoral 
care of the Catholic patients at Edwards will most certainly bring spiritual 
benefits for you, as well as for the people to whom you minister. I have 
heard so many wonderful comments about your care for the people at St. 
Patrick and for their families, that I have no doubt you will extend that 
pastoral care to the people at Edwards. 

I believe the chaplains from the various hospitals try to get 
together on occasion and I think it would be good for you to avail yourself 
of that opportunity. You might want to call Father Gary Berthiaume, 
chaplain at Good Samaritan, to inquire about those meetings. 

I realize that you participated in a CPE course while you were 
in the seminary, but I think it is important that you update that experience. 
CPE has grown considerably in the past twenty-five years. I think it would 
be not only helpful for you personally, but I also think our chaplains should 
be properly certified so that their ministry is recognized in the hospital. I 
would appreciate it if you would make arrangements, as soon as it is 
convenient, to begin a CPE course and notify me of the program. 

Phil, I also think it is important for you to have a regular 
spiritual director and I would ask that you do that, if you have not already 
done so. Sometime in the near future, within the next few months, I would 
aotJre,ciate it if you would contact my secretary, -

and arrange a mutually convenient time when we can discuss 
your newest assignment. 
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April 9, 1998 

Please be assured of my willingness to be of assistance to you, 
should you wish to call upon me. I will keep you and your ministry in 
prayer and ask you to remember me as well. 

With every best wish, especially in this holy season. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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~~~cted Fe~r'>WARD HEALTH 

SERVICES CORPORATION 
801 South Washington Street 
Naperville, Illinois 60566 

April 23, 1998 

The Most Rev. Roger L. Kaffer, D.O. 
Auxiliary Bishop, Vicar General 
Diocese of Joliet 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, IL 60435-7193 

Dear Bishop Kaffer: 

It is such a pleasure to work with Father Philip Oedera, and I wanted you to know how 
pleased we are to make him part of our pastoral care team at Edward Hospital. Thank 
you for sending him to us. His arrival is an answer to prayer. 

Our staff and administration are also pleased to have Father Dedera join us. I know that 
in time he will become acquainted with many in our Edward family, and I am sure he will 
be a blessing to our patients and their families. 

May God continue to bless your ministry. I will not forget our covenant to pray for one 
another. Have a good spring. 

Peace in Christ, 

plain - Supervisor of Pastoral Services 

Parent Organization of Edward Hospital and Edward Health Ventures 
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They are very pleased with his appointment as chaplain at Edwards 
Hospital in Napetville. 1,ve told him to take a C.P .E. course. 

Tbanks for aU your help. I do hope that your own situation i~ s~ttling 
down. I read something iQ one ofthe Catholic newspapers. lt's a shame 
that we have to spend s(} much time away from the ministry to people. 

Be assured of my _ptayer8 for and with you. Thanks for all yom good 
work! . •;} ... 

;A J-

With cordial personal regards and with a plea and a promi~e of 
continued mutual prayers always, I temain 
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·they are very pleased with his appointment as chaplain at Edwatds 
Hospital in Naperville. I've told him to take a C.P .E. comse. . . ' .. _,. ·~ 

Thanks for all yout help. I do hope that your own situation 1s settling 
oown. I read somethintfin one of the Catholic newspapers. lt' ~ a $hame 
that we have to spend, &o much time away from the ministry to pednle on 
legal stuff. 

• ... ~( .. ~ ........ "!" - ... ·. 

Be assured of my prayers for and with you. Thanks for all YQ~ gobq 
wbrk! ... .. 

With cordial personal regards and with a plea a.nd a: J~roinisb of 
continued mutual prayeFs always, I remain 

, .Sincerely y:ours in the Sacred Heart, 
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VIA FACSIMILE 

815-722-6602 

Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 
Joliet Diocese 
425 Summit 
Joliet, lllinois 60435 

Dear Bishop Imesch: 

I am a life-long res 
Barrett was the Pastor. 

July 20, 1999 

For the past 3 years I have been praying the rosary during my lunch hour with Sr. and 
residents of St. Patrick's Carmelite Residence in Napervi1le. I have been blessed beyond my 
understanding to have been invited to pray with persons who have so much love, devotion and 
difficulties to share with Our Lord, with me and others. 

563 

Bishop, I have been blessed over the years by so many of the devoted priests in our diocese. I 
wish to give thanks to God in particular for the gift of Fr. Dedera. Tn my brief rime at St. 
Patrick's I have witnessed his untiring love and service towards the residents, workers and 
volWlteers. Fr. Dedera (like so many of your priests) is a humble servant of God. l can see Our 
Lord working through him to touch the hearts of so many in need of God's mercy during trying 
times in their lives. He is truly an instrument of God's love and compassion and a most blessed 
example to me of how to imitate Christ. I could share more with you, but may I just say thank 
you and thanks to Our Lord for Fr. Dedera. 

Bishop, so many of your priests are overworked. l pray for them daily but 1 would like to do 
more if it is God·s will. I understand Fr. Marl< Jendrysik is in charge of retreats for our priests. I 

""""'t-<>"+....-~ Father Mark to offer my time and resources ifhe was interested in inviting Sr. 
to come to our diocese. Sr.~as a ministry of serving and supporting the 

priesthood participating in retreats around the world. I understand she may be able to come to 
our diocese in 2000 if she is invited. I have not heard back from Fr. Mark. I would )ike to renew 
my offer 10 you. 

I pray that Jesus Christ and Our Blessed Mother may continue to bless you and our priesthood. I 
also hope you are recovering well from your recent surgery. 
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Dear 

000814 

July 21, 1999 

Thank you for your recent letter and especially for your kind 
words about Father Dedera and our priests. So often, people appreciate a 
priest, but do not take the time to tell him. I would hope that you have shared 
your kind words with Father Dedera. 

Thank you, also, for praying for our priests. We are certainly in 
need of the Lord's assistance. 

I do not know why Father Mark Jendrysik has not responded to 
your letter. Our priests' retreats have always been conducted by other priests. 
I know of Sister and I am sure she would be a wonderful retreat 

I can change our present practice at this time. 

Thanks again for all of your good works. Be assured of a 
remembrance in my prayers and.! ask you to remember me as well. 

With every best wish, 

be-Bishop Roger Kaffer 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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Memo re: Fatb~r .lhilDedera 

I :think;. Phil· and r'qad one -o-f oqr better rp.~M_, at least fu reeeut 
y~. H~ se~me&~uitt self'Pos~essed apd geJib€tate~ WJth a cfQss ~twe~ 
1ID.4 ba~ AQd seet$ig_'h>,,want.t<> giv~ ~ irnpr~sidl! ofbejpg very muQlt 
at e~~ ~dip. ~ot)ttoJ. - · , · 

said the · 
tp' w~ gomg tQ bring 

ConlmUfi\Qn to everyone, ~d he suggested tbey~continue as they.,.(ljd befor-e 
he came. With that, l~Qttcqtred! ·~]Ie s~d lie does qotiQle back ood catch 

. . 
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' I believe he had also amJIDl[ea. 
and so understandably it had been a dra~g weekend for him. 

I expressed IUY voucem about Edwards' wanting to. becom~ a heart 
center, since it is a for-profit hospital. He said thete is a very comp€tent 
wotnan administrator -Who is very conscious of making mon~y and 
apparently is ruilibling With fetal tiSsue and other unethical money9nslking 
projects. This distresses him and the chaplain, but they do the best-they can 
to minister to the sick. ·. 

Since Phil had already said Office of Readings and Mol'Ilit\g Prayer, 
we prayed Daytime P!1lyer together and traded blessings. 

He does m~e a retreat~ attends cluster meetings, and recetitly talked 
to a young lady who was interested in religious life, referring het to the 
Carmelite Siste~. , 
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February 6,2000 

MeadoWbrook Manor of Naperville 
§ + 

720 Raymond Drive + Naperville, llfinois 6J563 
Phone 6X).355.()220 

567 

O ~ i\Q 17 vUO_c_ 

As per your request, I am sending this letter to inform you of the reason we are requesting that Father 
Dedera not return to the facility. There have been a few times that Father has arrived at our home with strong 
alcohol on his breath. This was a problem brought to my attention when I started at Meadowbrook in October. 

I was very upset with Father on Thursday January 13,2000. He arrived about 15 minutes late and then 
proceeded to tell the residents that he was too tired to do a mass, he will just give communion. He was asked by { 
the residents why this decision was made and Father proceeded to expl~ that he had to attend to the peoplet~y' 
are dying in the hospital went into detail about why they died and how. Then told the residents that he had m? 
important things to do then spend a lot of time at the home. This upset the residents a great deal. They 1~ 
forward to the mass, since they can not get out to church. He then \\'ent throughtout the building and offyred 
communion to those who couldn't get to mass. On his way out he started banging on the elevator doors"in front of 
the residents, family. staff. He was upset that the elevator was taking to long. He then proceeded to yell at one of 
staff members about opening the coded door so he could take the stairs. Since she did not know the code he went 
through the door and set the alanns off upsetting a lot of people. V ~ 't ,., ' 

Again, on Thursday Jan uary 27,2000. Father only came to pass commwlion this time he did not even 
bother to take his coat off and show some interest in being in the building. The residents arc very disappointed in 
this behavior. Thursday February 3, 2000. he canceled at the last minute and the residents were vel:)' 
disappointed. 

Thank you for the consideration and if you have any question feel free to call me (630)-355~220. 

~ 



Released April 2014

FR. DEDERA SCAN FROM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 579 
Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 

Diocese of joliet '"'~ r · n ~ 7 'ul ;j I I o·~. ~~ 
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Chancery 

425 Summit St. 
Joliet. Illinois 60435 

Pel'SQnal 

8 1 S-722-6606 
Fax 8 15-722-6602 

Wednesday of Holy Week 
April20, 2000 

You are obviously a very sincere man. I believe you. I also believe in you. But I do not 
believe you have lost your faith, though you think you have and pleaded that it be given back 
to you. A man without faith would not read the bible .. . and be so concerned about the faith 
of his children . . . and come to see the bishop . . . all of which you have done. 

As I see it, you asked that your faith be given back to you, but I consider that an impossible 
request because I think your faith is very strong, and that Jesus loves you very much. You 
just don't realize it. I truly want to I came home last night and went immediately 
to my chapel to pray for you and 

Obviously something happened that has disturbed you. But it didn't destroy your faith. It 
greatly disillusioned you. Your expectations of both God and man are unrealistic. Why 
would God allow something like this to happen? Why would God allow the crucifixion and 
death of His Son, Jesus, to happen? I wouldn't have (in spite of the years and years of 
theology and meditation I have done), and I suspect you wouldn't have, either. These are just 
two reasons among many other and greater ones that you or I aren't God! 

I believe the answer to both questions is because men - all men -- including priests and lay 
people, and kings and presidents and poor people and rich people and all people, are sinners, 
and Jesus came to save sinners, including you and me. I love the story of a man who once 
challenged Jesus: "Do you love me?" Jesus answered: "Yes, I love you." The man pushed 
Him: "How much do you love me?" And Jesus stretched out His arms and said; "This 
much'' -- and DIED for him! 

I gave~opies of a prayer I wrote on Calvary, pray every day after Communion and 
many times each day. It helps me keep things in perspective. I wish you'd try to pray it. It 
may also be helpful to you. In fact, I will include another copy in this letter. 
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There was one other theological point you made that needs to be rethought, I believe. You 
were upset to think a murderer could be forgiven. There is no sin that cannot be forgiven, if 
we repent. Jesus died for all sins. I am enclosing something I recently wrote to illustrate 
this. 

I told you I believe you. I also believed Father Phil, but I am certainly going to look into it. 
I am grateful you came in, difficult as it was for you. I do want to help you in any way I 
can. If you would 1m I am confident our Review Committee 
would offer that (your name would not be given to I would be tv>r<:1nn 

discuss any theological problems and questions with you 
at my office or your home, if that would be easier for you, because that is not only my field 
but my life and my expertise. If you would like to do so, don't hesitate to call me. The 
phone number is on the letterhead. 

With cordial personal regards, and with a plea and a promise of continued mutual prayers, I 
remain, 

enclosure 

cc 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart, 

The Most Rev. Roger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
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I am praying for you every day. Please pray for me. 

With cordial pefsQnal regards, t remain, 
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March 8, 1994 

In a session with a young man who is her client, he made 
an off-hand remark about having been molested by a 
priest. When she suggested that he follow up on the 
incident, he remarked that it happened a long time ago, 
back in the 70's. 

She asked about our process. I said that we have a Review 
Committee which investigates allegations received; that 
we were concerned for the person who may have been 
abused, to offer assistance; we were concerned for the 
victimizer. Did he mention a name? She replied that she 
could not give me the name of her client, but that the 
priest was named Phil from Romeoville. I told her that 
Judge Orenic was the head of the Committee and gave her 
his number and said that the young man could call him or 
could call my office. 

Approx. 11:35 a.m. Attempted to call back - to gain 
more information on the incident (d . o. b. , nature & extent 
of molestation, approx date when occurred) No answer, so 
left name & phone number on answering machine. 

Approx. 1: 18 p.m. - returned call. Asked why I 
wanted to know client's date of birth; I responded to 
know if he were a minor at the time of the incident. She 
said he was 17 years old; that he's not attaching a lot 
of weight to the incident; she had no knowledge as to the 
nature and extent of abuse; was going to give him the 
telephone numbers so he could decide whether to call or 
not . 

.· 
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Memo re: fathe~ Phil D~d~ra 

:rtlrui'a very pl~vi$itwlth Phil; Jie ~tarte4 ifi bJ.tellliig m~}iawpt~i'Klthe 
Ftptestant c!faplaut at :Edwards Host?iqtJ was ·atm.y Cbristtnis .greeting. 

~ ..... 

.. t.,..;:- .... t'' '":\-.. ~ • 

. :·.:~¥~ ·· then i?lill. told me all afThe~he had' done lll~t.mornin~.- ~~it was a,t~: 
" . He ~as_ a pretty busy sclied~~- He cevers Edwaf98.-Hnspital and St. Ratrrick's, says 
~ "· r, _. ~' I t1:Ynk op9e a w~~k ~t ~aq~wer6QW,~ "WJ.Q t!lke~ ~o!1ttlp.~ ther~ @.d al$.o 

.,."\,; "; - : - - ... . 

i;'l • ~ ii;.~ 

~: ~~:~r 
r. < "d" . ;.\r. .. .. . . ....,. 

g9ve.t:s any auointifi.gs fQt the palish tha~ M can. 

• . t •• p : -
Jl.ti¢sts~ 

Y ~ 

j ~,;.. 

. . 

- ."' fte toolqf!eoutoii.th~ deck fti show tye some ofthe garcj~n.jn_g 
ig_ beliin:c;l the llQU~e, ij:lclutlih~ a y~ty s.maU tis)l pond.. :~ ~· " __ 
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T~~ Diocese of joliet 

~;> Chaocwy 

425 Summ it St. 
Joliet, Illino is 60435 

Reverend Phillip Dedera 
St. Patrick Residence 
1400 Brookdale 
Naperville, IL 60563 

Dear Father Dedera, 

December 20, 2001 

603 
OG0846 

815 -722-6606 
Fax 81 5-722-6602 

When I received the most recent loan statements from our 
Bookkeeping Office, I noticed that the last payment on your loan of March 
18, 1998 was received in September of 2001. There is a remaining balance 
of $1 , 462.95. 

If you are experiencing financial difficulties, please contact me at your 
earliest convenience. Otherwise, please send a payment each month. 

Thank you. 

With every best wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

9~~--' tl. .41~ --t.~~~; c;if 

Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 
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Diocese of joliet 
Chancery 

425 Summit St. 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

April 12, 2002 

FROM: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

FAX: 

RE: Statement Concerning Removal from Ministry 

815-722-6606 
Fax 8 15-722-6602 

The Diocese of Joliet has removed Reverend Phill ip Oedera from 
any type of ministry effective immediately. This action was taken based 
on a credible allegation of sexual abuse that occurred in the mid 1970's. 
The allegation was recently reported to the Diocese by the victim who is 
now over 40 years of age. 

Anyone who may be aware of any inappropriate activity by Father 
Oedera is asked to come forward. 

For the past six years, Father Oedera has been chaplain at St. 
Patrick Nursing Home in Naperville, and for the past four years has also 
served as chaplain at Edwards Hospital in Naperville. 
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MEMORANDUM 

April12, 2002 

TO: Priests of the Diocese 

FROM: Sister Judith A Davies, OSF tJ f:)l 
RE: Message from Bishop Joseph L. lmesch 

I regret to inform you that I have placed Reverend Phillip Dedera on 
administrative leave effective this morning. Please pray for Phil and all 
involved. 

The following press release has been issued. 

Bishop lmesch 

The Diocese of Joliet has removed Reverend Phillip Dedera from 
any type of ministry effective immediately. This action was taken based 
on a credible allegation of sexual abuse that occurred in the mid 1970's. 
The allegation was recently reported to the Diocese by the victim who is 
now over 40 years of age. 

Anyone who may be aware of any inappropriate activity by Father 
Dedera is asked to come forward. 

For the past six years, Father Dedera has been chaplain at St. 
Patrick Nursing Home in Naperville, and for the past four years has also 
served as chaplain at Edwards Hospital in Naperville. 
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RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS FROM 

OG0849 

1. Father Dedera was serving at St. Andrew Parish in Romeoville when the alleged 
abuse took place. 

2. His parish assignments after St. Andrew were St. Pius X in Lombard, Visitation 
in Elmhurst, St. Walter in Roselle, St. Scholastica in Woodridge, St. Mary in 
Paxton, St. Patrick in Momence. 

3. Diocesan officials first learned of the allegations on Thursday, April 4th. 

4. Diocesan officials notified the States Attorney in writing and orally the day 
before the press release on Father Dedera was given. 

5. No further actions are being taken to investigate the allegation because the 
diocese believes it is factual. 

6. Father Dedera is presently outside of the diocese. 

7. Father Dedera is receiving counseling. 

8. The victim was 15 or 16. 

9. In the Fall of 1974 

10. To our knowledge the abuse occurred once. I see no reason to respond to the 
question of what was the nature of the abuse. 
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MEMORANDUM 

April 12, 2002 

TO: Priests of the Diocese 
f:Y 

FROM: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF <fJ 

RE: Message from Bishop Joseph L. lmesch 

I regret to inform you that I have placed Reverend Phillip Dedera on 
administrative leave effective this morning. Please pray for Phil and all 
involved. 

The following press release has been issued. 

Bishop lmesch 

The Diocese of Joliet has removed Reverend Phillip Dedera from 
any type of ministry effective immediately. This action was taken based 
on a credible allegation of sexual abuse that occurred in the mid 1970's. 
The allegation was recently reported to the Diocese by the victim who is 
now over 40 years of age. 

Anyone who may be aware of any inappropriate activity by Father 
Dedera is asked to come forward. 

For the past six years, Father Dedera has been chaplain at St. 
Patrick Nursing Home in Naperville, and for the past four years has also 
served as chaplain at Edwards Hospital in Naperville. 
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Sr. Judith Davies 

From: 
To: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

<jdavies@dioceseoijoliet.org> 
Saturday, April 13, 2002 2:38 PM 
Father Philip Dedera 

I have been privileged to know Fr. Dedera for the past four years. In my capacity as 
- at Edward Hospital, I have had occasion to watch Fr. Dedera perf~ of 
and compassion to the patients in our institution. One of these patients was ..-.., who found 
Fr. Dedera's visits to be very comforting. Never have I seen him be anything but totally appropriate 
with the patients or the staff. 

Every Sunday, for well over a year, father has served mass for the hospital staff working that day. Many 
of us will be forever grateful to him for allowing us to enjoy that weekly celebration while "trapped" in 
the confines of the hospital . As circumstances dictated, I was on call the past two Christmas Days. On 
both those occasions my family joined me in the Edward Chapel for Fr. Dedera's mass. To my 
knowledge, these services were pure acts of kindness and love on father's part. I will never forget them 
as they were the best parts of the holidays. 

I firmly believe that any credible accusation of abuse has to be fully investigated. Guilty individuals 
must be removed from environments where such abuse could occur again. Where indicated. criminal 
proceedings should be undertaken. However, given all of that, judgement should be tempered with 
mercy-as well as an understanding of any good works that a man may have done in his life. My letter is 
in support of Father Dedera and his many good works. My prayers are with father as well as the diocese 
·n this most difficult of times. 
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Diocese of j o liet 
Office of the Bishop 

425 Summit St. 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

609 

815-722-6606 
Fax 815-722-6602 

April15,2002 

Reverend Phillip Dedera 
St. Benedict Monastery 
1012 Monastery Road 
Snowmass, CO 80016 

Dear Phil, 

I appreciated the opportunity to meet with you on 
April 11th. I told you that I had received a phone call from a 
who had indicated that he had been abused by you at St. Andrew rectory in 
the Fall of 1974. After presentation of the allegation to our Special Review 
Committee, it was deterinined that you should be placed on Administrative 
Leave. You are not exercise any priestly function, though you are permitted 
to celebrate Eucharist privately. This leave began on the day of our meeting. 

You indicated that you wanted to spend some time in prayer and 
suggested that you would go to the Cistercian Monastery in Snowmass, 
Colorado. 

On the morning of April 12th, a press release was given to the 
local newspapers stating that you had been relieved of your assignment as 
chaplain at St Patrick Residence and as chaplain at Edwards Hospital. You 
should know that both places expressed their concern for you, as well as 
their appreciation of the ministry you have carried on there. I, too, want to 
commend you for the dedicated service you provided at St. Patrick 
Residence. I lmow that the people were very grateful for your ministry, 
especially those who experienced the loss of a loved one. 

Phil, I know that this is a severe time of trial for you. I pray that 
the Lord will guide you during these next several weeks and that you will be 
able to face the future with peace and security. 
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April 15, 2002 2 

During this time, the diocese will provide you with a $500 per 
month benefit and will continue to keep you on our health insurance 
program. I would ask you to get in touch with me when you return from 
Snowmass. 

Be assured of my prayers for you during this difficult time. 
With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

9!~ 
Most Reverend Joseph L. lmesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

/ 
be-Bishop Roger Kaffer 
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MEMORANDUM April 15, 2002 

TO: Sister Judith Davies, OSF 

FROM: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 

RE: Salaries for Father Berthiaume & Father Dedera 

Please infor~that the salaries paid by the diocese for 
Father Dedera should cease after the next check. If 

they have been paid on a bi-monthly basis, they should receive a check for 
the first two weeks of April. If they are paid on a monthly basis, they should 
receive a check for the month of April. After that, they are not to receive any 
additional payments. 

You can as~to begin $500 per month disability 
benefits for Father Phillip Dedera. If he received a payment from the diocese 
for the first two weeks of April, then he should receive $250 this month, and 
$500 each subsequent month. If he is receiving full payment for the month 
of April, then his $500 disability benefit should begin in the month of May. 
His check should be sent to whatever address we presently have for him. 

Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 
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Ousted priest 
called 'caring' 
By Mary Baskerville, Journal writer liked him." 

MOMENCE - Phillip Dedera is remem- he can cleat his 
bered here as a parish priest who was caring said ... I just felt like it 
and involved in the community. m~y not be guilty of 

Father "D," as he was known, served at this.'' · 
St. Patrick Church in Momence from 1989 to Longtime parishioner · 
1995 and ui Paxton priqr to that. He· was agreed, saying, "I was very shocked. I liked 
well-known for his_ canine companion _ him very much. He was a very loving and 
"Addle," a black lab dog who never left his caring person. He was esJ1edally good to me 
side. Most recebtly, Dedera ~e~:ved as chap- an~ m! family at the time my husband was 
lain at Naperville's Edward Hospital d~ 

Parishioners here are hoping the 57-year - • --has eight children, all hap­
old priest will be able to elear his name said bzed at the Church and ali graduates of the 
longtime St. Patrick · parishioner M~cie school. "He was there for all of us." 
Siwicki. "I just really am surprised, and I feel for 

A letter from Bishop Joseph 1. Imesch him because he was a very good man, and he 
annoWicing Dedera's removal from tbe still is, I'm sure." 
ministry bec.ause of an allegation Of se:r:ual She learned of the allegation on Friday 
abuse that occurred in the mid-1970s wa~ on the news. "That's just it It is an allega-
read at the Masses thiS past weekend. tion. · 

The memories of his time at st. Patrick's "Recent tiews.t?f seXual abuse by priests is 
Church are all good, ... said. She is sad for the churcti," she ~d. "It's going to 
the church sacristan and lay minister. She hurt the churc~ some~hat, but I do think 
knew Dedera well · · we're going to ge~tlirough it." 

"He had' an elderly father Uving next door "Maybe it :will tnake ·lis stronger. I think 
to the rectory. He took care of him well." it's something tliat .has to lle completely 

News of the allegation was sad news for cleared up: It has {c; be dealt Witb,_and dealt 
the parish, she said. "We were over- with properiy: 
whelmed. He baptized one of my grandchll• · "It should hate· been dealt with immedl-
dren." ately." 

"I can't say enough about · ~im." She iilil••••••has attended Mass 
ref!1embers him as a very caring pastor. at St. Patrick's for 60 years. He knew Father 

"People in town really liked him. He Dedera w~ll : "To me he was a very gener­
popped in every business place. Catholic or ous, kind, and caring person." 
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OC J0 57-/..\ 

called to say that there was a problem with Father Dedera 
at St. Pius X, Lombard, around 1976-77. 

But years ago, he came home and told 
about Father Dedera. She didn't know what to do with that information, and 

nothing. She would like to talk to you. 
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from St. in Naperville called & said that she talked to 
and nothing inappropriate ever happened with Father 

Dedera 

called re Father Dedera 

( 
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

NffiMORANDUMFORTHEF~E 
April 17, 2002 

RE: Reverend Phillip Dedera 

called- she said that she lived in St WAlter parish 
in Roselle and Father Dedera was very close to Neither of 
them had ever experienced~ inappropriate when they were with 
Father Dedera. She said tha~are wonderful young men now, due, 
primarily to the influence ofF ather Dedera. She says she was heartsick with 
the allegation and she just wanted to say that she and her family greatly 
appreciated him. 

P.S. called to say what a wonderful priest Father 
Dedera was. He wanted me to tell Father Dedera how much he was 
appreciated. 

• 

425 SUMMIT STREET, JOLIET. ILLINOIS 60435 
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Most Reverend Joseph L. Emesch, 

April, 24,2002 

618 

000860 

This letter is in regards to the charges against Father Phillip Dedera. I have known Father 
since he was ordained and was in the parish in Romeoville. in their 
teen years at that time and were very good friends with Father went camping 
and socialized with the boys on many occasions and found him to be nothing but a good 
friend and adviser. We will be very surprised if the accusation is true. Father .. 

always honest and truthful to our family. Father was liked by 
.,., .. n£1., and never a problem. 
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Dear -

~ 

April 30, 2002 

Thanks so much for your kind letter regarding Father Phil. I 
know that he has been a wonderful minister, especially to the aged and the 
dying. Thank you for your support for him. Please keep him in your prayers. 
I know he will appreciate that. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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Dear Sister 

000864 

April30, 2002 

Many thanks for your wonderful letter of support and praise for 
Father Phil Dedera. I greatly appreciate your writing to me. 

Father Dedera was certainly a dedicated and compassionate 
minister. So many people have told me of his wonderful ministry. 

I intend to share your letter with Father Phil and I am grateful 
to you for writing to me. Please keep all of us in your prayers during this 
extremely difficult time. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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Dear Bishop I:mesch, 

Let me tell you about the priest I know as Father Philip Dedera. He is a 
compassionate and caring person. He brought the love ofChristto so many 
people through the Eucharist, the Gospel and his actions.. Father "D" would 
always put his ministry at St. Patrick's and Edward' s Hospital before any 
social engagement, often working seven days a week, on call 24 hours around 
the clock. 

Father "D" remained with her body for 
could be reached. He was there 

when we said our final good-bye and led us to the chapel to pray with us. 
Father ''D" even spent his day off traveling to ~o celebrate. 

s funeral mass. 

My husband and I 
"Observed Father "D" bringing comfort to so many as 

he had to ours. He has been such an inspiration to my husband and me. His 
homilies always connected the Gospel to everyday life in the 21st century. 
Father "D" encouraged us to go out and take God' s love into the world. 

It is such a loss to the church and community of St. Patrick's Residence that 
he cannot continue in his ministry there. He is loved, respected and now 
missed by so many residents, families, staff and volunteers who were 
nurtured by his pastoral care and inspired by his example of walking in the 
way, truth and life of our Lord. 

~PR 2 S 1.001. 

cc: Sister 
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Thank you so much for the wonderful letter of support you sent on behalf of 
Father Dedera. It is people lilm Father Phil who convince me that some priests who 
are guilty of abuse can be effective and caring ministers. Unfortunately, the general 
population does not share that belief. 

While I have great COl!cern for the victims, I also have concern for priests who 
have tried to rehabilitate their lives. I don't think, however, that this is a time when 
they will be accepted by tbe faithful. 

I certainly do appreciate your fine letter of support for Father Phil, ~d J will see 
that it is shared with him. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 
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April30, 2002 

I want to thank you for your very thoughtful and insightful 
letter. As you might imagine, I received a great deal of correspondence 
during all of this, but your letter is the most reasoned and thoughtful letter 
I have received. 

I thank you for your comments and especially for your kind 
words about Father Dedera. I will see that your letter is shared with him. My 
prayers and best wishes to you. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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An Open Letter to Bishop Imesch and to the People of Joliet and Surrounding Areas 

627 
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Two years ago I did a unit of Clinical Pastoral Education at Edward Hospital in 
Naperville in order to add to my credentials as a chaplain. Because of that I read the 
articles concerning the removal of Father Phillip Dedera from his ministry at Edward 
Hospital with personal shock and grief Father D, as he is known by his coworkers, was 
among the most compassionate men I have worked with. I considered him a good friend 
while I did my training at Edward Hospital. I do not know Father D apart from working 
beside him at the hospital, but for me this certainly has put a personal face on the very 
painful topic of clergy sexual abuse. I am not a Catholic, but I work closely with 
Catho1ics and my heart is filled with concern for the church of my friends. As a 
professional clergy person, I am also aware that this issue is neither a "Catholic" issue nor 
even a religious issue. It bas been a matter for great concern in all institutions. 

For quite some time I have been concerned about the changing boundaries in our society. 
There are great political and religious debates about the moral consequences of changing 
traditional boundaries. Many sexual boundaries have changed during the last fifty years. 
Behaviors that most people in our society once agreed about are now centers of great 
conflict. Some of those changing boundaries make (largely) acceptable or at least legal 
what was once unacceptable - such as cohabitation outside of marriage. Other changes 
make unacceptable and illegal what was once acceptable or at least legal. As Americans 
we now agree that the abuse of power is unacceptable, particularly in a sexual context. 
Sexual relationships that are not consensual are not acceptable. We do not accept rape 
between strangers, between acquaintances or between marital partners because there has 
been no consensus. Matters of faith aside, where legal boundaries are concerned, 
consensual sex is acceptable as long as there is not an unequal relationship of power. A 
sexual relationship between any adult and a minor is unacceptable whether or not there 
has been consent because of the imbalance of power. A sexual relationship between a 
clergy person and a member of his/her parish of any age is unacceptable for the same 
reason - because of the imbalance of power. In some ways this has truly become a new 
focus of attention - the use of personal power to further an inappropriate sexual 
encounter. In marriages this was accepted until very recently. No doubt this kind of 
behavior has been winked at in many institutional situations, both political and religious. 
Certainly we are aJJ agreed that we must take a new look at all our institutions for ways in 
which inappropriate sexual behavior is enabled, either directly or indirectly, particularly 
where abuse of minor children is involved. The first task at hand is to protect our 
children and other people who for a variety of reasons might be at risk. 

At the same time, I find myself drawn to the gentle kind man at the center of this most 
recent inquiry. If these allegations are true, there is no doubt that others have been hurt 
by actions for which he must assume responsibility and accept the consequences. Yet I 
wonder if he was not hurt ft.rst and I wonder what form that hurt might have taken. If that 
sounds like shifting blame, it is not intended to. It is merely a search for understanding. 
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Those of us who are professional people helpers are often in these fields because of the 
impact of many who helped us. It is a difficult thing to help another person if you have 
not yourself been in need of help. Suffering is the medium in which compassion grows. 
Also for many of us, if you were to look at the unfolding history of our lives, you would 
find times when we have caused others to suffer, much as we suffered ourselves. The 
road from suffering to compassion is not a straight one. As I look around the many 
people groups of America, I see many behaviors that cause suffering, most of them to the 
person involved in the behavior and to the other people in their lives as well. Anyone 
familiar with the cycles of addictive behavior knows that addictive behavior seems 
attractive and works in the short term to ease suffering. Some addictive behaviors have 
immediate and deadly consequences, such as involvement with illegal drugs and illegal 
sexual behavior. Cigarettes, gambling, alcohol consumption and involvement with 
pornography and promiscuous sexual behavior often seem to defy moderation and can 
lead toward extremes of behavior and consequences. These are some of the obvious 
problems we are struggling with in our society. 

Others of us have a different kind of struggle. Some struggle with inappropriate food 
choices. Some struggle with addiction to prescription drugs. Some struggle with love of 
money, over extended hours at work, inattention to their children. Some struggle with 
behaviors that hurt themselves and hurt the people they love. Some struggle with making 
better choices. Some struggle with personality disorders, mental and physical illness, or 
just plain misery. We all struggle with our own choices, the choices of others, and 
suffering over which no one seems to have any control at all. 

Not long ago people were struggling with weeds and weather. Physical survival took 
their energy and illness took their lives. Who had time for emotional needs? Now we 
live longer and our physical survival is given, for the most part. Whoever would have 
thought that emotional pain is a luxury~ a luxury one cannot afford when fighting for 
survival. I recently watched 'We Were the Mulvaneys," a made for TV movie about a 
family's reaction to the rape of their daughter. What a wonderful portrayal of the 
emotional climate many of us grew up with in the fifties and sixties. The family could 
not put into words the horrible grief and anger they were experiencing over the violation 
of their daughter and of their safety. They could not help each other and had no help 
available. They were each left to cope alone. Some unhealthy choices were made along 
the way. Physical life they had. It was not enough. 

That, I believe, is what we see all around us today. We see people who were violated in 
some way and were not given a voice to express their pain and outrage. Some were 
violated by neglect as mothers began to work or grief as marriages began to crumble. 
Some were violated by the unfortunate choices of others in their communities, such as 
clergy sexual abuse or abuse by a teacher or trusted adult. Some were violated by the 
coping mechanisms of overwhelmed parents, such as alcoholics and drug addicts. Pain 
and suffering comes in many forms, and people who are not taught healthy coping 
mechanisms will handle their suffering on their own, often choosing unhealthy coping 
mechanisms that prolong their own suffering and increase the suffering of others as well. 
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The first answer, certainly, is to address the vulnerability of our children and provide 
them with safety in our institutions. Some of that must be done through the court system. 
Legal consequences must be required for legal offenses. Then we must add to our focus 
the emotional needs, first of the children who have been hurt, then of all who are children 
now, and finally of all who once were children. We must give them a voice and a safe 
place to speak. We must take away any shame that lingers around feelings of pain, anger 
and suffering. We must learn to understand the natural processes of grief and how to 
experience grief in natural ways that promote emotional healing. We must stop telling 
our children and ourselves that the appropriate expression of painful feelings is a 
weakness. 

People all around us are sending nonverbal angry messages. Some have begun sending 
nonverbal messages filled with despair. All of those people were children once. All 
around us are people whose hearts hide pain, many of them even from their closest 
friends and family. How many of those people will be sending the nonverbal angry 
messages of tomorrow? We must lead the way in defusing those nonverbal angry 
messages by making a safe place for verbal angry messages. Can we in the church be 
those who provide that place? 

Father Phillip Dedera may have been such a person; a person with a heart full of pain and 
anger, sending out a nonverbal message that was never given a voice in a place of safety 
and acceptance. Although I chose different ways to send my messages of pain and anger, 
I did send them. Many of us have. May God help us to lead the way in granting safety 
and acceptance to families in pain, a voice to express that pain in appropriate ways, and 
compassion for those whose pain bas finally spilled over into inappropriate behavior. I, 
for one, am praying that Father D's new role in this call for change will be made clear to 
him and to those who are in leadership over him. Sometimes the person who has climbed 
out of the pit with the help of God can best show the rest of us the way to rise up out of 
our ruts. For God is best served neither by people in pits nor by people in ruts. 

I . I • • a . I I I • 

Aprill5, 2002 

cc. The Herald News 
The Catholic Explorer 
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Thank you so much for the e-mail message you sent recently 
through Sister Judith Davies. It is certainly a wonderful letter of commendation 
for Father Dedera and I will see that your message is shared with him. 

Your comments focus on the dilemma which we face. I know 
several priests who have been guilty of abuse, who have reconstructed their 
lives, undergone therapy and have been involved in safe and productive ministry. 
At the present time, however, I do not believe the climate is such that these 
priests would ever be allowed to serve in any ministerial capacity. I had hoped 
that there would be particular opportunities for supervised and restricted 
ministry, but I do not think that is a possibility. Some priests who have been 
guilty of abuse and have worked hard to deal with that problem will not be 
allowed to continue in ministry. That will be a loss, but I do not think people are 
ready to allow even a limited and restricted ministry for child abusers. 

I really appreciated your letter and your understanding. As I said, 
I will share your message with Father Dedera. Please keep him in your prayers 
and all of those who are affected by this tragedy. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

l\tfEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE 
May 9, 2002 

FROM: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 

John Doe, a fifteen year o~bused by Father X when 
he went to him to seek counseling for~ 1974. He is now 43. 
He first came to see me about three weeks ago. As a result of the abuse he 
has not been able to confide in anyone 

We had a long discussion covering a number of topics. He said 
that he was only given the courage to come forward after · and ...,...,..., ........ !"-. 
all of the incidents in the newspaper and on television. 

425 SUMMIT STREET JOLIET. ILLINOIS 60435 

1 
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May 14,2002 

I received your letter on behalf of Father Phil Dedera and I 
thank you for your words of praise for him. 

The allegations against him have been substantiated and 
verified. Regrettably, Father Dedera will not be able to serve in any public 
ministry as a priest. 

I will certainly see that your letter of support is given to him. 
Please keep him and all those who are affected by this tragedy in your 
prayers. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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,.. ,.. _ --

Dear 

In accord with our conversation and following the decision of the 
Diocesan Review Committee, I am enclosing a check from the Ul<>ee:re 
~derstanding that you intend to use this for 
-- for a donation to your.Church and for setting up a program or ---····-J 
treat the sexual abuse o-f minors i.q 6rundy County . .. 

The Diocesan Review Committee is seeking closure to this matter. 
If the Committee' s recommendation is agreeable to you, would you please sign a 
copy of this letter and tetum it to me. 

~I just want to repeat again my apology for the abuse you 
suffered. I sincerely regret that you carried this for so many years and suffered from 
it. I hQPe this contribution from the Church will help you in coming to peace, but 
I doubt that a monetary contribution can do th~t. I strongly encourage you to receive 
some ptQfessiona1 assistance. I do not want you to continue to suffer, as you have 
in the past. 

While I regret the circumstances that brought us together, I do not 
regret the epportunity to have m« you and spoken with you. I am grateful for the 
opportunity that we had. Please know that I would be happy to meet with you in the 
future, if yuu should so wish. 

I certainly wish you well. I want you to know that you have been in 
my thoughts ~d in my prayers. I ask yon to remember me as well. 

be-Bishop Roger ~affer 
Bishop. James Fitzgerald 
Mr. James Byrne 

Since.rely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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URGENT 

Reverend Philip Dedera 
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish 
1500 Brookdale Road 
Naperville, IL 690563-2129 

Dear Phil, 

I hope this letter Will get to you. I don't know where you are, so I am sepdit}g it1Qrough 
St. ThomaS the Apostle, and I Will mark the outside of the envelope ''Urgent'' with the hope 
it reaches you in time. I wanted to send you notice of the enclosed workshop that Bishop 
Imesch just received. If you would like to go, we will be happy fo pick up the tab. -I 
understand there are still spaces available. Call them right away if you are interested. They 
want to help priests in your situation to adjust and readjust. 

Though you cannot minister publicly, I would certainly encourage you to say a private 
Mass every day. You need the help of Our Lord as never before. Your suffering can be very 
redemptive. Bishop Blanchette wasn' t even able to say Mass, but only to attend it. At least, 
you can say Mass, and I shouldn't say at least, because that is the greatest thing on earth that 
you cando. 

Phil, be assured of my cop.tinuing prayers for and with you. I pray for you all tqe time 
and count on your prayers. If I can help you personally in any way at any time_, ple~e let me 
know. 

With cordial petSonal regards, and with a plea and a promise of continued mutual 
prayers always, I remain 

RLK:bjd 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart, 

Most Reverend Roger L . Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
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Edward Hospital & Health Services 
801 South Washington Street 
Naperville, IL 60540-7060 

May7,2002 

I wish to acknowledge your heartfelt letter of May 2nd and to apologize for any 
.eain or grief you have endured due to either the actions or omissions of anyone on our 
staff. I want you to know how deeply I appreciated your letter, difficult as it had to be 
to write. I ask your permission to share it with key staff. 

I will also relay the message you asked me to convey to Father Dedera. 

Finally, i cannot tell you how grateful I am for your offer to continue our 
covenant of prayer. More things are wrought by prayer ~ap this world dreams of! 

With cordial personal regards, and with a plea and a promise of continued 
mutual prayers always, I remain 

Sincerely yours in the Sacr~d Heart, 

Most Reverend Roger L. ~er 
_ Auxiliary Bis}:mp of Joliet 
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May 2, 2002 

EDWARD 
HOSPITAL & HEALTH SERVICES 

The Most Rev. Roger L. Kaffer, D.O. 
Auxiliary Bishop, Vicar General 
Diocese of Joliet 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, IL 60435-7193 

Dear Bishop Kaffer: 

640 

It was about five years ago last month that I had lunch with you at the rectory to discuss 
the possibility of getting a priest here at Edward Hospital to serve the spiritual needs of 
our Catholic patients. Much water has traveled under the bridge since that meeting, and 
now I find myself writing to you with deep pain in my heart. 

It was such a pleasure to work with Father Philip Dedera, and I once wrote to you to tell 
you how pleased we were to make him part of our pastoral care team here at Edward. I 
was so thankful to you for sending him to us. His arrival was indeed an answer to prayer. 

Over the course of these past five years, our staff and administration were pleased to 
have Father Dedera join us. During that time, he became acquainted with many in our 
Edward family; and undoubtedly, he was a spiritual blessing to the many patients and 
families to whom he ministered. 

I was devastated and felt shock and disbelief when I heard the news of the allegations 
of sexual misconduct brought against Father Dedera. You must also know how angry I 
became after the initial shock and grief subsided as I refiected on how the Diocese chose 
to inform me. 

On the day the news was released to the press, Sister Judith Davies called my office and 
left a voice mail saying that Father had been immediately removed from all his duties at 
Edward due to credible allegations of sexual misconduct that had occurred in the 70's. 
Her voice mail also stated that I could call her at the Diocesan office if I had further 
questions. 

Apparently, Sister gave no consideration to concerns over confidentiality when she left 
me the voice mail. I called her back, but did not speak of my anger at thaJ time because 
I was too devastated to be in touch with all of my emotions. Sister was gracious and 
answered my questions. I wept through the entire conversation. 

801 SOUTH WASHINGTON STREET J NAPERVILLE. ILUNOIS 60540-7060 I 630-355.0450 I www.edward.<><g 

Edword Hospirol • Edward Concer Center • Edword Cordiovosculor lns1itu1e • Edword Founcfotion • Edward Heollh & Fi!noss Cen!eB • Edward Heolthcore CenleB 

Edward lvledicol Group • Edword Women's Cenler for Heohh • l inden Oaks Haspit<JI at Edward • Naperville Heohh Core Associates • The Center fur Sur~ery 
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I will tell you in confidence that Father Dedera came to see me at my home just two or 
three days before the news was released to the press. He said he had just come from 
a visit with you, or perhaps it was Bishop lmesch, and I assumed that it was with you. He 
was subdued and spoke of burnout and the need for a break. He also spoke of his long­
time interest in entering the contemplative life. All the while Father spoke, I knew that he 
was deeply troubled by something, and I wondered what it was. I felt he was saying 
good-bye to me which left me to speculate that maybe he was experiencing health 
problems. 

Father and I were good friends, so I was very shocked and grieved when I later learned 
the real reason for his subdued manner. Because he and I were such close colleagues 
and friends, the fact that he did not choose to tell me that soon I would hear some terrible 
allegations against him and that he was innocent of the charges, suggested to me that 
the allegations were probably true. 

~e true, this does not change the fact that I, and my colleague, Chaplain 
- still love Father Phil as a brother in Christ. We deeply regret that he has 
disappeared off the face of the earth, so to speak, and that we have no way to tell him in 
person that we love him and are grateful for the ministry he provided here at Edward. 

If the allegations are true, I also feel compelled to say that I have also experienced 
feelings of anger and betrayal. What troubles me most is the stance of the Catholic 
Church about these matters. Why is it that when priests are involved in alcoholism and/or 
sexual misconduct, the Church gets help for them and makes the determination that they 
are not fit for the parish? But the Church then turns around and makes the judgment that 
they are suited for ministry in the hospitals and nursing homes (supposedly because they 
are more supervised). Yet, such places are filled with vulnerable people. This makes no 
sense to me, and the practice should stop! 

If you knew that Father was involved in sexual misconduct as the allegations suggest and 
did not tell me, I am deeply troubled by this. The manager of the Department of Religion 
and Health at Good Samaritan Hospital was told in advance of their former priesfs (I 
understand he was recently removed from his duties there) history of sexual misconduct, 
and this should have been the case here. 

The Catholic Church--and all denominations, for that matter-are being shaken to their 
foundations by these allegations. And my faith tells me that God will undoubtedly find a 
way for truth, justice, mercy and healing to prevail! 

It is time for confession and repentance throughout all the denominations so that God's 
grace may abound and healing can begin. There has been a conspiracy of silence among 
the leaders (the Shepherds) of many denominations regarding sexual misconduct, and 
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that angers me because of the insensitivity that has for decades been shown to the 
unfortunate victims of abuse-especially innocent children. Regrettably, we, the 
Shepherds, have not taken our sacred trust to guide and to protect our sheep seriously 
enough; therefore, wolves have been free to wound and even destroy our flocks. Lives 
have been deeply scarred and some have been lost due to our irresponsible behavior and 
refusal to be held accountable. 

If you ever speak with Father Dedera, please tell him loves him 
as a sister in Christ. If he is guilty of the charges brought agamst en I would say 
to him the same thing that I believe Jesus would say, "Repent. Confess your sins to your 
brothers and sisters in Christ and to God on High, and then go and sin no more!" 

Peace in Christ, 
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May29, 2002 

Thank you so much for your letter of commendation on behalf 
of Father Phil Dedera. He was certainly a good priest and a very effective 
minister. Unfortunately, in his past, there are some substantiated allegations 
of sexual abuse. 

· I think Father Phil's situation points up the dilemma that faces 
the bishops. Should good priests who have engaged in sexual abuse of 
minors be allowed to continue in any kind of ministry? Public opinion seems 
very strong against allowing such a priest to engage in any kind of ministry. 
People, like yourself, however, who have experienced the exceptional 
ministry that a priest accused of abuse can carry on would have a very 
different opinion. 

I will see that your kind note is shared with Father Dedera. 
Please pray for all of those who are affected by this tragedy. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

be-Bishop Roger Kaffer 
Bishop James Fitzgerald 
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Thank you so much for your conpp.end~oi_! 011 behalf of Father Philip Pe4era. 
You have experienced first hand his wonderful pastqhll Illini~- Ufifo®nately, there 
is also abuse of minors in his past. · 

Your high regard for Father Phil and the reality of his past are a Nrfect example 
of the dilemma whlch faces bishops. 'What is tQ be done with-a priest w.h'O has abu5ea 
in the past, but is also a ~ompassionate ap.d eating minister? Hopefully we Will be aple 
to tesolve some of those issue~ at .o~ forthcoming 111eetij}g in !}alia~ n¢xt week I 
wnuld ask you to join with me ip. prayer for wisdom at that nte~ing. .·, . 

' 

I will see that your letter is spared with Father Phil.~ t thanlc you aga~ for yout 
' support ofhin'l. Pleiise keep him ih your prayers . 

. With ~very best wish, 
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May 5, 2002 

The Most Reverend Joseph L lmesch, D.D.Bishop 
Diocese of Joliet 
Chancery 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, IL 604 3 5 

Dear Bishop lmesch : 

On behalf of th~, I would like you to know of our experiences with 
Father Philip Dedera whom we first met in the late 1970s at St. Walter Parish 
in Roselle. Then we knew him as a who delivered wonderful homilies. 
Our paths next crossed at the time 

was dying- at Edward Hospital, Naperville in June of 2000 and Father 
Phil was the chaplain there. Father Phil gave the last rites of the church t~ 
He gave - and me great comfort during the two weeks we were at Edward 
Hospital and helped our whole family say farewell to .. I don't know how we 
would have gotten through it without the prayers and love extended to our 
family by Father Phil. 

We are shocked and dismayed to hear of the dismissal of Father Phil from his 
ministry at Edward Hospital and understand your actions. But we remember 
him with affection during our time of need. 

We pray for you and Father Phil and all the priests at this troubling time. 

With our best wishes, 

St. James the Apostle Church 

MAY 8 2002 

I 
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June 7-, 2002 

Thank you so much for your commendation on behalf of Father Philip Dedera. 
You have experienced first hand his wonderful pastoral ministry. Unfortunately, there 
is also abuse of minors in his past. 

Your high regard for Father Phil and the reality of his past are a perfect example 
of the dilemma which faces bishops. What is to be done with a priest who has abused 
in the past, but is also a compassionate and caring minister? Hopefully we will be able 
to resolve some of those issues at our forthcoming meeting in Dallas next week. I 
would ask you to join with me in prayer for wisdom at that meeting. 

I will see that your letter is shared with Father Phil. I thank you again for your 
support of him. Please keep him in your prayers. 

With evecy best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 
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'Iilluikyou so ID\ICh for yQUr coiiiiJ.lendation op behalf ofF~fb:er Philip l)edera. 
You 11ave experienced fust hand his wondeiful past-oral ministrY. Unfortunately, there 
is also abus~ of minors ill liis past. . 

Your high regan;! for Father Phil afld the reality ofhis past are a ~rfect e~ple 
of the d!lernwa which faces bishops. What is toM don~ With a priest wpo ~ abu~ed 
in the past, but is also a compassionate '31ld caririg miriister? Hopefully we will be able 
to r~solve -some Qf those issues at our fotthcorrnng meeting in Pallas next week. I 
wquld ask you to join with me in prayer for wisdom a~ that in~etihg • . 

I will se.e that your letter is _shared With Father Phil. I thank you again fQr your 
support of h4n. Please k~ep him in yout prayers. . ' . 

With every best wi§n_, 
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Bishop Joseph Imesch 
Diocese of Joliet 
The Chancery 

OJ0893 

425 Summit Street 
Joliet, lllinois 60435 

Dear Bishop Imesch, 

My mother and I would like to write to you today ~about a wonderful priest 
who came into our lives in 1999. It was the week- ay dying at Edward Hospital 
in Naperville. Even though he was a very sick man, and he was blind, our hearts were 
breaking at the thought of losing him. 

A nurse recognized our grief, and asked if she could call a priest to talk with us. She 
assured us that this man was very special and could help us through this time of 
tremendous sadness. 

In walked a truly holy man, with a gift from God of knowing just what to say and 
knowing how to comf~amily. He blessed my father and prayed with us. 
Throughout the week- clung to life he would occasionally drop in to see us. 

- went to see the Lord on- . We had his wake in ~hich is 
about one hour from this area. Sure enough, in walks our special priest to pray over­
llllmd with us. The next day was the funeral, with burial here in Naperville. The 
parish priest fro~ said it was too far to travel to bury- so sure 
enough, even it was this good man's day off, he agreed to preside over the burial 

I can't tell you how sad we were to hear the news about Father Phillip Dedera. We by no 
means condone what he may or may not have done so long ago, but we trul~over 
the loss of this wonderful man at Edward Hospital. It is so sad to think that -
- willlay dying and Father Dedera will not be there to comfort his family. 

- is and I have occasionally attended 
functions that .. D" 1s a part how many times we have said what a 
gift this man lias with older people. He ua.•.u"'"'"· ~~~. and comforts them like no 
one I have ever seen. He js truly missed there. · it is just not the same. 
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I appreciate your taking time to read this letter for it is from the heart. I pray that there 
will be a way that Father Dedera can continue helping those hurting and the elderly. I am 
convinced he has been given a special gift from God. 

Sincerely, 
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Reverend Phillip Dedera 
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish 
1500 Brookdale Road 
Naperville, IL 60563 

Dear Phil, 

G~0895 

June 21, 2002 

I am writing to you regarding the Bishops' Meeting that was 
held in Dallas last week and the resolutions that were approved there. I need 
to talk to you about them. You can either call me at the office or you can 
arrange to come to my home to do that. 

Phil, I am not comfortable with not having an address for you 
nor a phone number. I need to be able to get in touch with you and I do not 
want to do that by trying to locate you by sending mail to St. Thomas. 
Please write me a letter with your phone number and address or give me a 
call. 

I lmow this is a difficult time for you as it is for many. I keep 
you in prayer each day and ask you to remember me as well. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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June 'lb, 2002 

Thank you so much for your letter of support for Father Ross 
and for Father Dedera. I know that they served many people well, even 
though they were guilty of sexual abuse in the past. 

Hopefully we can begin the process of healing that is so 
necessary in our Church. Thank you for your prayers and concern. 

· With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

be-Bishop Roger Kaffer 
Bishop James Fitzgerald 
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Reverend Phillip Dedera 
% St. Thomas the Apostle Parish 
1500 Brookdale Road 
Naperville, IL 60563-2129 

Dear Phil, 

000 898 

June 26, 2002 

Since I was not able to contact you by phone, I am sending you 
this letter. I think there are three particular requirements that stem from the 
Bishops' myeting in Dallas;" 

1. You are only permitted to celebrate Mass privately. I am presuming 
that this means there will be no public celebration of the Eucharist for 
any particular occasion. If the future does allow for any 
accommodation of that regulation, I will inform y_Qu. 

2. You are not permitted to wear any clerical garb. 

3. You are not to use the title ofReverend or Father. In other words, you 
are not to identify yourself as a Catholic priest. 

It is my understanding that if you wish to contest this, you are 
certainly free to do so. You may contact any Canon Lawyer or may call 
upon Father Joseph Tapella to provide you with the necessary information. 
Since Father Tapella serves on our Tribunal, I do not think he could 
represent you, but he might be able to suggest the names of some Canon 
Lawyers who can. 

I am not sure of all of the interpretations of these requirements. 
I will stay in touch with other Bishops as various concerns arise. If you 
have a particular concern, please feel free to call me. 
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I know this is a difficult time for you, as it is for the entire 
Church. I am hopeful that being able, at least, to celebrate Eucharist privately 
will provide you with the strength and resolve to carry on with your life. 

If you have any questions about this, please feel free to give me 
a call. Please stay in touch with me or the Auxiliary Bishops from time-to­
time. Though I probably will not be in touch with you as often as I would 
like, I do want you to know that you are remembered in prayer by name each 
day. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

be-Bishop James Fitzgerald 
Bishop Roger Kaffer 
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July 1, 2002 

Thank you so much for your wonderful letter of commendation on 
behalf of Father Phil Dedera. I can only agree with your estimation of his 
ministry. He was a wonderful chaplain at St. Patrick Residence and at Edward 
Hospital. Any number of people have commented to me about his pastoral care 
and compassion. 

The decision of the Bishops in Dallas, however, will not allow for 
Father Phil to serve in any public ministry, as the Bishops did not allow for any 
exceptions. In the case of Father Phil, as with a number of other priests, that 
will be a great loss, but the majority of Catholic people, I think, wanted to ensure 
that any priest accused of substantiated abuse would not function publicly as a 
priest. 

What is evident in your case, and in a number of others, is that if 
the priest is known, people have an entirely different attitude about his being 
allowed to s~rve in ministry. 

I thank you for your kind words. I will see that they are shared 
with Father Dedera. Please keep him and all of those who are affected by this 
terrible tragedy in your prayers. Be assured of a remembrance in mine. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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May20, 2002 

Diocese of Joliet 
Joliet, Illinois 

I feel I must write this letter in support of Fr. Philip Dedera. -
was a resident of St. Patrick's Residence for 3112 years and in those years 
he was always a support. He was there when - passed away as I 
am sure he was for a great many of the reside~as not uncommon to 
see him praying or singing with many of the residents. He was a great 
comfort to them. 

If anyone was more dedicated to his ministry, it was Fr. Dee. I 
hope and pray that whatever has been alleged will prove to be untrue. 
He will be in our prayers no matter what. 

Sincerely, 

2002 0 <: A 'u'W 

000901 
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July 1, 2002 

Thank you so much for your wonderful letter of commendation on 
behalf of Father Phil Dedera. I can only agree with your estimation of his 
ministry. He was a wonderful chaplain at St. Patrick Residence and at Edward 
Hospital. Any number of people have commented to me about his pastoral care 
and compassion. 

The decision of the Bishops in Dallas, however, will not allow for 
Father Phil to serve in any public ministry, as the Bishops did not allow for any 
exceptions. In the case of Father Phil, as with a number of other priests, that will 
be a great loss, but the majority of Catholic people, I think, wanted to ensure that 
any priest accused of substantiated abuse would not function publicly as a priest. 

What is evident in your case, and in a number of others, is that if the 
priest is known, people have an entirely different attitude about his being allowed 
to serve in ministry. 

I thank you for your kind words. I will see that they are shared with 
Father Dedera. Please keep him and all of those who are affected by this terrible 
tragedy in your prayers. Be assured of a remembrance in m#le. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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Philip Dedera 
P.O. Box­
Warrenville, IL 60555 

Dear Phil, 

I received the phone message you left on my answering machine on Friday, June 28. 
You said you hoped that they were mailing your check to St. Thomas so you could pick it 
up. - said she was not giv~ instructions from you on where to s-end it~ but 
just ~eceived a call from ~d will send the check to P. 0. Box 272 in 
Warrenville in care of you. However, the check has not yet arrived from the bank. 

Enclosed find the retreat fee. I think you also said something about vacation money, 
but there never has been any reimbursement for that. If there is something else that I am 
forgetting, don't hesitate to let me know. 

Phil, I would love to have you over for breakfast, lunch or dinner sometime. Please 
get in touch with me, and we can set something up. 

You are very much in my prayers. 

RLK:bjd 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart, 

Mo~ Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
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September 9, 2002 

Phill~ra 
Box­
Warrenville, ~ 60555 

Dear Phil, 

I wrote a letter to you about three weeks ago asking you to 
provide me with an address and a phone number. I am not sure whether you 
received that letter so I am writing again to request that you send me your 
address and a phone number where I may reach you. It is important that I have 
this information. 

In addition, I would like to meet with you sometime before the 
end of the month. We can meet at my house. I will not be in the office this 
week, but you can call me next week to set up an appointment. 

Phil, this is a serious matter and I need to hear from you. If I do 
not hear from you by the end of September, I will have to take other measures. 

I know this is a difficult time for you, as it is for all of us. I keep 
you in prayer each day and I ask that you remember me and the diocese as 
well. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

be-Bishop James Fitzgerald 
Bishop Roger K.affer 
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Phil~era 
Bo~ 
Warrenville, IL 605 55 

Dear Phil, 

OJ 0910 

August 15,2002 

It has been some time since I have been in touch with you or 
you with me. I write now so that you might provide me with an address 
where mail might be sent directly to you, as well as your home phone 
number. It is necessary that I have this information in the event that I need 
to be in contact with you, but even more that I know where you are. 

Please send me this information as soon as possible. In 
addition, I would like to talk to you sometime, so please give me a call. 

Each day I remember you in prayer and I hope you are doing 
well. With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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Diocese of Joliet 
The T ribunal Office 

31 0 Bridge Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435-6399 

September 9, 2002 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 

FROM: Reverend Joseph J. Tapella 

RE: Precept 

GJ0911 

815-722-2256 
Fax 815-722-6692 

After doing a bit of research with regard to the consequences for the priest who will not reveal 
his whereabouts to you, the issue is more related to "absent without leave" from an assignment 
clergy, rather than on those who already are on administrative leave. However, the principles are 
applicable in this case. It appears that before any action can be taken against him, it must be 
certain that there is malice in his refusal (Canon 1321 ). Someone laboring under emotional or 
psychological disturbance cannot be liable to a punishment. I am not aware of what response he 
has made to your inquiries, if any, but it is necessary to have moral certitude that his refusal to 
give you the location of his residence is out of malice. Secondly, there must be a warning 
(Canon 1339) issued to the priest that he is liable to a penalty, such as, the cessation of financial 
support. After he ignores the warning, then the precept can be issued, which would outline the 
problem, the steps which were taken to resolve it, and then the statement of the penalty. 

However, if it is a matter of taking away financial support, please keep in mind Canon 1350, 
which states, "when penalties are imposed on a cleric, provision must always be made so that he 
does not lack those things necessary for his decent support." It is a "Catch-22." However, I 
imagine the threat of taking money away, if he is truly depending on it, will change his thinking. 

If you wish, I will look into the matter further with you or other canonists. 

SEP 9 ZOOZ 
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Received a message that a led. When I contacted him 
he said that he had been I apologized for what 
he had suffered and told him that I would have one of the therapists on our 
Review Committee call him. He asked what would happen especially 
since Fr. Dedera was al out of mi My response was that the 
Diocese would that his allegation would be 
brought to the Review 

Sr. Judith Davies 
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

11EMORANDUM 
FOR THE FILE 

RE: Phil Dedera 

October 7, 2002 

I met with Phil at my house on Thursday morning, October 3rd. 
When I asked him how he was doing, he began to detail all of the families 
that he has been with when they lost a loved one. After listening for about 
ten minutes, I asked him, "Phil, how are you doing?" He said that he is 
doing all right. He said that he needed to get away to pray when he was first 
placed on administrative leave. He wanted to pray for 40 days. I told him 
that I knew this was a difficult time for him, but he should have supplied us 
with an address in case we needed to reach him. He said that he was going 
to go to Our Lady of the Snows Benedictine monastery but never went there. 
He then thought he would go to his brother in Colorado, but because of the 
forest fires at the time he did not go there. I do not think he ever told me 
where he had gone. 

Presently he is staying with friends in Wheaton. I asked for an 
address, but he said he did not know one, but he would send me one. He 
does have a post office box number in Warrenville. His phone number­

is a cell phone so he can be reached easily. 

I asked Phil if there were any incidents after he left Romeoville. 
Because he is rather disconnected in his speech, I am not certain, but it seems 
to me that he said he had nothing to do with young people after he left 
Romeoville. He then went into considerable detail about gangs that operated 
in Romeoville and how he tried to reach them. He spoke about four people 
being murdered in a home by gangs and Phil had to clean up the blood in the 
house. He also said that they had put dope in his pipe tobacco. 

425 SUMMIT STREET, JOLIET. ILLINOiS 60435 
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I asked him about some kind of employment, and he said that 
he was thinking about trying to get a job through some friends. 

When he spoke about the people who were ill or who were 
dying earlier, I mentioned how many people had told me of his wonderful 
ministry to families and to those who were dying. I mentioned that just two 
nights earlier, a woman approached me at St. Irene in Warrenville, and told 
me how wonderful he had been at the death of her grandfather, how he had 
spent time kneeling on the floor, praying with her as her grandfather was 
dying. 

Phil seems to have a particular gift for caring for people in their 
last days and for their families. I spoke to him about the possibility of 
obtaining a position as a grief counselor at a funeral home. He said that he 
had thought about that. 

Because we had not heard from Phil for two months after he 
was placed on administrative leave, I had some concerns about his well 
being. He seems to be doing very well and is coping with his difficult 
situation. He said that he is saying Mass privately each day and spending a 
good deal of time in prayer. When I asked if there was anything we could do 
for him, he said that he is getting along. 

cc-Bishop James Fitzgerald 
Bishop Roger Kaffer 
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Philip Dedera 
P. O.Bo~ 
Warrenville, IL 60555 

Dear Phil, 

October 30, 2002 

I am writing to you for the 30th anniversary of your ordination on 
November 1st. I know this must be a bittersweet memory for you. In your 
lifetime, you probably never imagined that you would be celebrating this 
anniversary in the way that you are. What is important to remember is that the 
Lord has called you and the Lord is present to you, even in this difficult time. 
The pain you are experiencing has been experienced by others also. I know you 
are remorseful and contrite and I know that the Lord forgives those who come to 
Him with sincerity. 

I appreciated meeting with you some weeks ago. At that time you 
said you would provide me with your address. Please send me your address or 
call Natalie. 

Phil, I hope that in the days ahead you can begin to consider various 
options or opportunities. I do not think it is conducive to good emotional health 
not to be involved in some kind of activity. I would hope that you might be able 
to fmd something satisfying for yourself. 

I keep you in prayer every day and I ask you to remember me as 
well. You will be especially in my prayers on the 1st. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

be-Bishop James Fitzgerald 
Bishop Roger Kaffer 

--- ....... 

--
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Carmelite Sisters for' The Agod and Infirm 000916 

April 12, 2002 

Reverend Philip Oedera, who had been assigned as chaplain 
to St . Patrick's Residence for s i x years , is no longer a part of 
our ministry. While Reverend Dedera served as chaplain, he was 
highly ~egarded by the Residents, their families and the Staff. 

The Diocese of Joliet announced Friday, April 12, 2002 that 
it has removed Reverend Dedera from any ministry activities 
based upon ''credible allegations'"' of sexua l abuse, which 
occurred in roid 1970. While he was part of our ministry, we 
were not aware of any allegations or circumstances that lead us 
to believe he acted in an inappropriate manner. We ~re praying 
for all those affected by these recent events. 

1400 Brookdale Road· NapeNille, Illinois 60563-.2125 • {630) 416-6565 • Fax: (630) 416-8755 



Released April 2014

J 
( 

RA SCAN FROM<DIOCEH OF JOLI TAJN0.2 = Mu. P2 

St. Patrac · ence 
TRANSMITTAL COVER PAGE ooo917 

Oa~ .. _ _:f}rd~:2-_;_. ____ _ 
To: ---- ---------- Atte!lttorr: --~-;,]~ __ 

ictal Number af Fages (!neuding Caver Pag~ __ _ 

We ~ ~e:'!ding you ttle following: -U-/t /.'\.....o " _ 

--~~~-~-~~~-#~~~-~ 
--~-~-!&~~ ~-·. ·: . 
~--------~---------~~------~--------~------·-·~---------· 

--~-----~------~---------------~-------~~-----~ 

~~---~---------------------~---------~-----~ 

Copies tc : ---------- --- ----------_ __....,._ ______________ _ 
-~--~~---------------

St. Patrick's Residence .... 
-'c Is ~cndu~d by the Carmelite SistQr:s fgr the AgQ<i and lnnnn 

if;c Offer: em~loyment and VoLunteer Oppot"hmities and ~U weil as Susin..u and 
Community ~rfn.Oitil)$ 

A WeiQll'!e$ inquiri•:; tcr Long•Tann Care plac:arnent 

ifc HCS3 be.n heme to o~ 2300 ft~il elderly $incal965 

~ CaiebrataslO yecn in Napecviile in 1999. . 
Pfea.se eontar:t us by mctl <rt A 

1400 Brookdale Road 
Napervifle.IL 6054-3-"' 

By Phone: 630-416-65!~ 
By Fax: 630·-416-87~~ 

8y E-MqiJ :stpc;tres@~c;rthlink.net. 

r Web Site ot st patrid<.sresidenca.org .... 

\ 
\ 

l 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
i 

) 



Released April 2014

FR. DEDERA SCAN FROM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 
Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 

675 
000918 

The Diocese of Joliet has removed Reverend Phillip Dedera from any type 
of ministry effective immediately. This action was taken based on a credible allegation 
of sexual abuse that occurred in the mid 1970's, which was recently reported to the 
diocese by the victim who is now over 40 years of age. 

Anyone who may be aware of any inappropriate activity by Father Dedera 
is<8lencouraged to come forward. 

For the past six years Father Dedera has been chaplain at St. Patrick 
Nursing Home in Naperville and for the past four years has also served as chaplain at 
Edwards Hospital in Naperville. 

9.-,.uy ~ ~, 0 ~ S2. ,<_._~-­
~ f-._- f~-c ~ ~~~~~ 

--err~-· Ck ---------) . (t_._~ r " 
~t~~ L h~ <~..-r .. 
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April12, 2002 

TO: Bishop Roger L. Kaffer 

FROM: Sister Judith A Davies, OSF 

RE: Edward Hospital - Rev. Phillip Dedera 

000919 

Mr of Edward Hospital would like to speak with 
you. (He re ) I told him you were in a meeting and 
would probably break for lunch at 12:30 p.m. 

Phone: 
have him paged. 

Thank you. 

Should you get his voice mail, hit "0 " and 

£a,wa. ~~/flY s:ef Judith A Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 
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MEMORANDUM 

April 16, 2002 

TO: Mr. -

FROM: Sister Judith A Davies, OSF 

RE: Reverend 
Reverend 

Salaries paid by the Diocese for Father 
Father Phillip Dedera should cease after the 
been paid on a bi-monthly basis, they should receive a check for the first 
two weeks of April. If they are paid on a monthly basis, they should 
receive a check for the month of April. 

Thank you very much. 

Q M 4~ £~ / tHr 
S~er Judith A Davies/OSF 
Chancellor 
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sexual abuse against Rev. Phillip Dedera 

679 
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1. At what parish was Rev. Dedera serving when the alleged abuse took place? 
2. Which parishes has Rev. Dedera served since the time of the alleged abuse? 
3. When did diocesan officials first learn of allegations of sexual abuse against Rev. 

Dedera? 
4. Have diocesan officials had any communications with prosecutors, oral or writte~ 

regarding these allegations? 
5. What actions is the diocese taking to further investigate the allegations? And what 

action might be taken internally? 
6. Where is Rev. Dedera currently residing? 
7. Is Rev. Ded.era receiving any counseling related to the allegations? 
8. How old was the alleged victim(s) of the abuse? 
9. In what year during the 1970s did it take place? 
10. How many times did the alleged abuse occur, and what was its nature? 

V9£-~ 100/IOO "d 600-l 
-WOJ~ wee~:£0 ZOOZ-£1-Jdy 
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MEMORANDUM 

April16, 2002 

TO: Mrs. 

FROM: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

RE: Reverend Phillip Dedera 

000923 

Please begin the $500 per month disabil ity benefits for Father 
Phillip Dedera. If he received a salary check from the Diocese for the first 
two weeks in April , he should receive $250 this month and then $500 for 
subsequent months. If he is receiving full payment for April , then his $500 
disability benefit should begin in the month of May. 

Please contact - regarding when salary checks would have 
been issued to Father Dedera. 

Thank you very much. 

Sis?er Judith A. Davi~s. OSF 
Chancellor 
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Worst kept secrets 

•·":kxua! abuse cases; Plenty of public infonnation on IS Joliet Diocese 
priests 

JOLIET - Pl'osccuton; aud inv~tigators ~bQcking out clail'Oll of sexual misconduct bY 
Joliet Diocese priests hll4 plenty of public recotds io .-eview even before the diocese 
~ to share:: llOl.'ntl information &om. SQ!cd court files. 

The Joliet Dioceso Is tdling $ta~'s attomc:ys in WLII and DuPasc counties about 16 
priests ~usod of wrongdoing dating l,aek to 1970. The diOQCSe l!ll)IS its telling 
authorities abQut all priests accu$Cd of sexual Jni~onduct. 

WDetennined or undetermined. ccedible or not credible::, they will ~ tumed over," 
diocesan attorney Jame& Byrne said during a court bearing last week. 

But cases involvina at teast 15 Joliet Diocese priests already have been docUIIlented in 
published reports, and some say t!)e diocese isn't sharing claims made about pricstll by 
people who haven't also gooe to-authorities or taken civil aclion. 

has rep~ted several plaint.i.f£8 wbo filed civil suits against the diocese . 

The Herald News bas identified 15 priesl.'4 associatr;d with the diocellC: wbo ha~ either 
been convicted or charged with sex crimes, named as defendants in civil laWsuits or 
recently ten)OV<Xl from their ministries by theit diocese be~use of past cla\tns: of 
inappropriate behavior. 

One priest, for ~pic, admitted to havmg affajrs witb •dult women and may tru.refore 
oot be: in<:lllded in the diocese's report about clergy accused of having inappropriate 
oonnct with rnioors. 

""l1lcR: ill other ini'omJil1ion and invesU&ation rooords not c;.ovcrcd by the protective 
ORlet that can assist the~~·& attor~ in any in~gation. The n:c«ds are the results 
from privaw inv~gationv aa well as from media co"etage in 1993 to 1995 and even 
now, .. Byroe argued in a mo1ion filed in late ApriL 

State's attorneys .W Will and DuP88e counties and the Illinois State Poliee are 
investigating the claim:.. The Jot~ Diocese: oovere ~.Wit~ Kankakee. Grundy, 
Kendall, Ford and Iroquois co'llrtties. 
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The 1 S priests and former pri~ acx:used of sexual mi soonduct tbat have been publicly I ! 
named in court documeats or by the diocese are: 1 I 

• 'I'M Rev. Gary .Bertbiaame: &rthi~umc sc~ tilne i11 a Michigan prison in 1978 
for m.olesting a l2·ycar~d altar boy. Bishop 1osepltlmesch, ~~ofthe Joliet 
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Diocese, was pastor of Berthiaume's parish, Our Lady of Sorrow's in Fvmington Hills, 
Mich., when. tbc ooy was abused. Bettbiawne later trsnsf~ced to the Cleveland Di«esc, 
which ~oded him April 8. 

In a 1999 laW$Uit, an Ohio IDWl accuscxl Berthiaume and another pritst of molesting 
him during the l98()s. Even though .BerthiatJr® stilt answered to cb~,~n:h officials in 
Ohio. he served in tbe Joliet Diocese since 1987. He sqyed at St Irene church and 
school in WurenviUc until the earJy 1990s. He waa a <lhaplein at Good Samaritan 
Hospital in Downers Grove for about 15 years until his suspension in April. He live9 at 
the Ceoaclc, a Joliet Diocese retreat house in WIUllmviltc. 

• Ttl$ Rev. Phi.Dip Dedera; Dcdera. 56. minittered to youths in RomQOville. A St. 
Andrew's parishioner said Dedeta wu a "street priest" who spent a lot of time with boyB 
wbo were not involved with tho church. 

After St Andtew, Dcdera served at St. Pius X in Lomb~ Visitation in Elmhwst. St 
Walter in Roselle, St. Scholastica in Woodridge, St. Mary in Pa.'Cton. and St. P•triclc in 
Mommce. 

The JoHet Diocese sai<.t on April 12 111At Dodcra was suspended bcca~W: of 4 n:c:ent 
allegation of selWal!!busc made by a person now over 40 years old, and that the allc:gcd 
abu.se ~urred when Dedcra. was at St Andrew. !he diocese seid it first lc:amed of the 
allegations on Apn1 4. Dcdma. bad been a <:haplain for $ix years lit Edward Hospital lllld 
for four years at St. Patrick Nursing nome, both in N~pervillo. Pedcra is p:resmtly living 
outBide the< diocese, • dicx:wan oflki.t said. 

• The Rev. ~ lfun:lek; Furd~k. 50, was amstcd io Februazy 2000 in the parl®g lot 
of a fast-food ~staurant in R.acioe Couoty, Wis., on charges of enticement of a minor. 
Police llllid ho possessed a small amount of tnarij~ and anabolic t~teroids that~ 
intended to tcll1o 8l1 lnvostigafor wbo po~ oruin~ ItS a 14·year-old boy. 

The SQX chargt: was dropped, :md a Wisconsin appellate court is oonsidetiJl8 a nwnbet 
oflotemct-related cases agai.n$t people who argue tbat authorities ontrappcd tbmn. 

At tbe time of his arreat, Funklc was pastor of St. Alexander' IS Churcb in Villa Park.. 
Fw-aek is a graduall: of Sacred Heart Gtadc School, Joliet Catholic Academy aruS the 
College of St. Frn.nei.s . .fwdelc li~ in Chicago. 

• The Rev. Lawren<:e M. Gibbs= Gibbs. 57, is the most notorious Joliet Diocese priest 
accused of sexual abUS¢. He waa a defcnd.ant in lawsuits file<.t by three ~Mn represented 
by attorney Aescbfiman, who claims Gibbs may have abused 100 or more boys. 

T~ Gibbs case also provides the strongest evidcn~ tbat Iinesch ~8$\gncd a SU$pOC1Cd 
cbjld molester to olber p:1rishes where he abused other children. 

Gibbs was ~ in 1973 11nd ~ at St. Ambrose in Crest Hill, parishes in Glen 
Ellyn and Lombar-d, St. Jos.eph in~ St. Mary Im.-naeuJate in Plainfield, St. 
Joseph in Rockdale. and Ss. Petet and Paw in Napuvillc. 

Glen Ellyn police finlt invcstisatod Gibbs in 1918, but did oot bave sufficient cvideaoe 
to arrest bim. 

Tbe Herald News obtained docuroe:ms from Oibb$' personnd 6te which show that 
church administrators had smous wncems about Oibb3' mental state before he even 
enixm:d the priesthood. Ooc wrote that Gibbs "llhows signs ofimmaturity.ft Another 
nquestion(Qd.) his ability to fi.m.ction 3S 11. pastor.,, 

On a, p$yohlatric evaluation form f~ prospcotivo priests, Gibba rcspond~d to the 
question, ft! am vr:tY strongly a~ by members of my own sex," by amwering. 

http:J~.suburbanchicagonews.com/herald~~wsltop(j05diocese.htm 
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dc;monstnltion along Raynor Avenue to protest Ryan's participation in Bishop 

Fi1zgmld's installation ~~mony. (J O O 
9 
~ 

!cyan ..... '" .. _.... I 
• The Rev. Henry Slade: Slade, 62. pleaded guilty in 1990 to ~rimiDal ~abuse, I 

according to DuPage County court records. He underwont lbcrapy in Maryland and l ::: :.:::::y ....,.08 ajweoile boy. At d>e tim< of IUs.-_ he ~~ 
wau pastor of St. I:lidore in BloomingdaJ~ whcre he bad se~WCS since 1982. 

TM Catholic Directory, a book published annually that catalogs all U.S. priests, no 
longer bas a li.5ting fcx Slade. Slade's last known ~dress was in Orland Park. 

• Tbc Rev. David Staker: Su.lzer died from CMC:er in 2000 at age 52. He was pastor of 
St. Mary Magdalc;ne and served at St. Joseph. StMary Nativity and St. Dennis in 
Lockport. 

Ina 1993 civillaW$uit, a28-year-ol.d mlln claimed SUdzer aexually abused him in1981. 
The suit was dismissed in 1994 after the 8QC~ dropped out of $ight. Many parishioners 
pmsed SUlzer's service.IIJld sott~e decried the damage dono to hl$ reputation by what 
~perceived as a fldse accusation. 

a 'fhe Rev. Edward A. Stefanich: Stefanich. 64, was arrested in 1986 and aecu~ of 
sexually abusing a 14-yc;ar-ol.d girl. He p1C$ded guilty in 1987 to criminal sexual abuse, 
served six months in the DuPage CoWlty Jail and compkted a yeats probatiOl' and 
counselin,g, according to DuPaso CQunty court records. 

At~ time ofhlsarrest, Stefanich $CNed at st. Sdlolastica in Woodridge. 

I f 
'I 

! f 
!I 
I: 

I 
I 
t 
t 

I 
The girl he a~ would later ignore a confidentiality agreemont {!;aChed wi1h tbc ! j 
di~ as part of a settlement and speak at one of the fimm=tinss ofthf: Link Up, an 1. j 
Of'g8Ilizalion for SUJVlVOr$ of clergy ab~. R«<book maaazinc published an article about 
her experience. : i 

II Stefanich has left the ~tbood- His last Jcoown address was jo .Joliet. 

• Tbe Rev. Myles Wbit:e: Wb.ire, 60, was pastor of St. Bonifioc in Monee. He also 
~{Ved at St. M21t:lin o£ l'ours in Kankakee, St. 1o~pb (t1 Manhattan, St. RAJ)Niel io 
Nap¢rviUe. St. Pett-oniUe in Olen Ellyn, St. Isaac Jogues in Hinsdale, SIICreci Heart in 
1..ombard an<l Notre Dame in Clarendon Hills. 

I f 

If 
; ' '. 
'' l i 
! i 
'f White was mcsted in 1992 by authorities in Indiana wbo oblain¢<l a videotape showiog I ' 

White cng~~ged in sexual activity with a boy who WllS 14 <Yt 15 years cld when the i i 
incident occumxi in 1990. White served 21 months in prison and was released in 1995. ! I 
In 1995, tbe diocc:ae tettled a civil lawsuit filed by a then.-18-ycv--old man who claimed I ! 

White sexually abusQd him when the youth was between the ages of6 and 12. I! 
I' 

I f 
I I 

II 
SPECIAL SEC110N: Examine the latest ate ! 
~m9 ~-for yout county. city Of' town ... 
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restricted from publicly saying Mass. Fischer retired in 1993, but was 
chaplain at St. Francis Convent in Frankfort, where he had said Masses for 
retired nuns. The diocese said Fischer faced an allegation of misconduct from 
more than 25 years ago. 
But Fischer was accused of engaging in sexual misconduct as recently as 

1992, when he would have been 68, according to a report in the Honolulu 
Adviser. Fischer went to Hawaii on a leave of absence from the Joliet Diocese 
in 1975 and didn't retmn until1993. 

In 1994, a man sued the Honolulu Diocese, claiming that he was referred to 
Fischer for counseling in 1992. After several months, Fischer threatened to 
withdraw his support unless the man reciprocated with sexual favors, the 
newspaper reported. The suit was settled out of court and contained a 
confidentiality agreement. 

The Rev. Carroll Howlin, 67. Imesch placed Howlin on administrative leave on 
April 14. Howlin taught at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary, an all-boys high 
school near Lewis University in Romeoville. The seminary closed in 1981. 
A man in his 40s told Will County prosecutors on April 22 that Howlin 

sexually abused him during a camping trip in Wisconsin in the 1970s. Another 
man's parents met with Imesch on April 9 and told the bishop that Howlin 
abused their son at the seminary and during a camping trip to Kentucky in 
1975. The diocese's two auxiliary bishops, the Rev. Roger Kaffer and James 
Fitzgerald, both headed the seminary at various times. 

Prosecutors are determining whether Howlin, who ministered in rural 
Kentucky for the past 25 years, may still be criminally charged over the 
alleged offenses because a statute of limitations is suspended when an 
offender lives out of state. 

The Rev. Fred Lenczycki, 57. The diocese announced April 23 that Lenczycki 
was removed from his ministry as a hospital chaplain in St. Louis. Since 
1992, Lenczycki had been in the St. Louis area, where he went after 
undergoing several years of treatment for inappropriate behavior with minors. 
In a 1997 civil lawsuit, a man claimed Lenczycki molested him in the 

rectory of St. Isaac Jogues in Hinsdale in 1984. At the time, DuPage County 
authorities investigated claims that Lenczycki engaged in inappropriate 
behavior with nine altar boys, but no family was willing to file a report 
with Hinsdale police. 

The Archdiocese of St. Louis said it first learned ofLenczycki's past 
behavior in late March, when it asked the Joliet Diocese that Lenczycki be 
sent back to Joliet, and administrators of the hospitals where Lenczycki 
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ministered said they had no knowledge of the accusations. Imesch has said he 
verbally told the late Archbishop John May of St. Louis about the claims 
a~$rl.-'en~zycki . 

The Rev. J. Anthony Meis, 65. On April 30, the diocese announced that Meis 
resigned as chaplain at another hospital in St. Louis, where he bad served 
since 1994. 
Meis resigned as pastor of St. Mary and Joseph Parish in Chebanse in 1994 

because of a claim that he engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor in the 
late 1980s. 

The Rev. Donald O'Connor, 65. Imesch on May 18 removed O'Connor as pastor of 
Assumption Parish in Coal City because of a recent claim that O'Connor 
engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor more than 30 years ago. 

The Rev. Donald Pock, 69. Imescb said on May 5 that Pock was placed on 
administrative leave as pastor of St. Peter the Apostle in Itasca. 
Imesch told parishioners on May 6 that an allegation was made in April 

about an incident that occurred more than 25 years ago. 

The Rev. Edward Poff, 71. Imesch said on May 5 that Poffwas removed from 
public ministry. Poffretired in 2001, but had been assisting at Masses at 
St. Patrick's in Joliet and other churches. 
An allegation was made against Poff in 1994, the same year it was alleged 

to have occurred. At the time, Poff was removed from parish ministry and 
underwent therapy. He then served as chaplain at St. Mary's Hospital in 
Kankakee until his retirement. 

The Rev. Gary Berthiaume. On April 8, Cleveland Bishop Anthony Pilla placed 
Berthiaume on administrative leave. Pilla will decide whether Berthiaume 
should remain a priest. 
Berthiaume served time in a Michigan prison in 1978 for molesting a 
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12-year-old altar boy. Imesch was pastor of Berthiaume's parish, Our Lady of 
Sorrows in Farmington Hills, Mich., when the boy was abused. 

Berthiaume later transferred to the Cleveland Diocese. In a 1999lawsuit, 
an Ohio man accused Berthiaume and another priest of molesting him in a 
shower during the 1980s. 

Although Berthiaume still answered to church officials in Ohio, he worked 
in the Joliet Diocese since 1987. He served at St. Irene church and school in 
Warrenville until the early 1990s. He was a chaplain at Good Samaritan 
Hospital in Downers Grove for about 15 years until his suspension in April. 

The Rev. Anthony J . Ross, 56. On April 22, Bishop Daniel Walsh of the 
Diocese of Santa Rosa, Calif., suspended Ross, who was a prison chaplain. 
Walsh, who acted on a recommendation by the diocese's sensitivity committee, 
will decide whether Ross remains a priest. 

Ross transferred to the California diocese in 1993. Ross was a priest at 
St. Peter the Apostle in Itasca until 1982, when the Joliet Diocese sent him 
to Affirmation in Montera, Calif., to undergo therapy for inappropriate 
behavior with a minor. While receiving counseling for sexual misconduct in 
1983, Ross sent a Joliet boy letters in which he made sexually suggestive 
comments and professed his love for the teen. 

The boy's parents discovered the letters in 1983 and confronted Imesch. 
Ross admitted that he abused the youth in 1981 when the boy was 15 years old, 
and in April, Ross released a statement in which he apologized to the family. 

The California diocese said it had no knowledge of the previous claims 
about Ross. 

06/16/02 
TODAY 
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I 425 Summit St. 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Philip Dedera 
P.O. Box­
Warrenville, IL 60555 

Dear Father Dedera, 

815-722-6606 
Fox 815-722-6602 

000939 
July 17, 2002 

Would you please be so kind as to provide me with your current 
address and telephone number? I realize I can reach you via a post office 
box, but I do need your address and phone number at your earliest 
convenience. 

Out of respect for your privacy, the above information would never 
be given to anyone, not even to our priests. The only persons who would 
have access would be Bishop lmesch, Bishop Kaffer and Bishop 
Fitzgerald. 

May God bless you! 

With every best wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~ d- .d-<< : . ,.~ 

Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 
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Phil~edera 
Box­
Warrenville, IL 60555 

Dear Phil, 

(Jf)0940 

December 2, 2002 

I hope that things are going as well as can be expected for you. 
I know this is not an easy time. Advent and the feast of the coming of the 
Lord are special times for a priest and I am sure that it is difficult for you not 
to be able to minister during this season. At the same time, I know that the 
Lord is present in your life, as he is present in the lives of everyone. I pray 
that He will bring you peace and comfort during this difficult time. 

Beginning with the month ofDecember, you will be receiving 
the base salary determined for a priest ordained in your particular year. I 
hope that it will somewhat improve your fmancial situation. 

Phil, when we last talked, you told me that you would send me 
an address, rather than just have a post office box number. I would 
appreciate it if you would do that. 

I have asked Bishop Fitzgerald to stay in touch with you, but I 
would appreciate hearing from you from time-to-time. I want to know how 
you are doing. 

I keep you in prayer each day and I ask that you remember me 
and the diocese as well. There is still a lot of hurt experienced by too many 
people. Hopefully time will begin to heal some of those hurts. 
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December 2, 2002 

Be assured of my prayers for you. With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

be-Bishop James Fitzgerald 
Bishop Roger Kaffer 

000941 
2 
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:MEMORANDUM December 9, 2002 

· ' 

TO: Mrs. 

FROM: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 

RE: Priests on Administrative Leave 

There are four priests who are on Administrative Leave to 
whom I am giving early retiremeJ:?,t. They will be receiving whatever amount 
they are eligible for from t~~ pension fund. The remainder of their 
compensation will come directly from the diocese. They will begin 
receiving these checks in December, but I would ask you to compute their 
pension benefits to what would be an average for the 12 months of the 
coming year. Father Howlin will be receiving whatever he is eligible for 
totally from the Pension Fund. 

Guy Sell told me that it would be possible to issue one check 
rather than vvTite two, one from the pension plan and one from the diocese. 
You might want to talk to him about this. 

These four priests are: 

NAME YEAR OF 'DATE OF ANNUAL MONTHLY 
BIRTH ORDINATION SALARY SALARY 

Phillip - 1972 $16,079 $1,339.91 
Dedera 

Fred . ·- 1972 $16,079 $1,339.91 
Lenczycki 

-if-& ~ - - r 
~ 

$16,559 $1,379.91 
_,._ . 

-
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Carroll 
Howl in - 1961 Pension Pension 

Benefit Benefit 

2. 

If this is not clear, please give me a call. 

Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 

P.S. Please see to it that the retired priests already receiving pension benefits 
have their benefits increased by $25 per month beginning in January of2003. 
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Mr. Phillip Dedera 
Bo~ 
Warrenville, IL 60555 

Dear Phil, 

r~ 

000944 

January 31, 2003 

On December 2nd I wrote to you and asked you to send me an 
address, rather than just having a Post Office Box number. Today, I called 
the number I had for you and was told that- that number was no longer in 
service. Phil, I am very uncomfortable with not being able to get in touch 
with you when necessary. 

We have received a notice from the Secretary of State regarding 
non-compliance with the Vehicle Emissions Inspection Law. I am not 
certain that this is your car, but it is registered to the Diocese of Joliet at St. 
Patrick Residence. It is a Chevrolet, '98 model year. The license plate# is -

The Secretary of State also sent a notification that the official 
sticker has to be renewed. The expiration on that was November 30th, 2002. 

I do not know if this is your car or not, but if it is, there are 
some papers that I need to send you. Aside from that, I do want to have an 
active phone number for you as well as an address rather than a box number. 

Phil, I realize this is a difficult time for you, but it is a difficult 
time for me as well. I have to be able to know where you are and how you 
can be reached. I need to stay in touch with you and need to know what you 
are doing. 

Please call me or contact me by mail at your earliest 
convenience. 
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January 31,2003 

I keep you in prayer each day and ask that you remember me 
and the diocese as well. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

be-Bishop James Fitzgerald 
Bishop Roger Kaffer 
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Dear Phil, 

000947 

February 6, 2003 

Thanks for your prompt response to my letter. I am enclosing the 
material that we received from the Secretary of State's office. 

I appreciate your sending me your address. If you would, please 
send me your phone number also. 

By now you should have received your January check. I am told 
they are sent out on the first of the following month. If you have not received 
it, please give me a call and do that whenever the check does not arrive within 
the first week of the new month. 

Phil, sometiffie after the end of February I wish you would contact 
arrange an appointment. I would like to talk with you in the near 

I am grateful for your prayers and I assure you of a continued 
remembrance in mine. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

be-Bishop James Fitzgerald 
Bishop Roger Kaffer 
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March 3, 2003 

Dear Phil, 

It has been almost a month since I last wrote to you. At that 
time I requested a telephone number for you and asked that you make an 
appointment with me sometime after February. I feel uncomfortable not 
knowing how to reach you, especially since I am expected to keep in touch 
with you. 

I know this is a difficult time for you. I hope you are beginning 
to make some plans for your future. I would like to discuss your future plans 
with you in view of the diocese's responsibility towards you. 

I keep you in prayer each day and ask you to remember me and 
the diocese as well. Please call for an appointment. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

be-Bishop James Fitzgerald 
Bishop Roger Kaffer 

~ )-} /-6.1 

~~ ~ t~--J- 0_3 



Released April 2014

( 

FR. DEDERA SCAN FROM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 710 
Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 

To: 

Fax#: 

From: 

FAX TRANSMISSION 

St. Luke Institute 

DIOCESE OF JOLIET 
425 SUMMIT ST. 
JOLIET, IL 60435 
~ 815-722-6606 

FAX: 815-722-6602 

Date: 

Pages: 

Bishop Joseph Imesch 

000950 

May28, 2003 

1, including this cover sheet. 

RE: Recovery & Transition Workshop 

I would appreciate it if you would send an invitation and materials for the above workshop to: 

Phillip Dedera, 
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Joliet, Illinois 60.435 Fax 815-722-6602 

000951 

July 30, 2003 

Dear F. Dedera, 

I just received word from St. Luke Institute that the workshop that 
had been scheduled and which you planned to attend, has been cancelled 
because of an insufficient number of attendees. 

May God bless you! 

With every best wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~~_d~tfltf 
Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 
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June 6, 2003 

PERSONAL 

Dear Phil, 

Last Saturday night, I had Confirmation at St. Patrick's in Momence. I thought very much 
of you during the Confirmation and prayed for you during it. I know what a fine job you did when 
you were there. As a matter of fact, I recalled your having a dog, which was sort of a ~parish dog," 
and I believe your dad at one time lived nearby and you wete able to minister to him, while 
likewise ministering to the people. 

As I say, I pray very much for you. Phil, I hope you are taking advantage of this time and 
opportunity in your life to draw closer to the Lord. Though you cannot say Mass pubijcly, you can 
do what Bishop Blanchette was unable to do for the last couple of years of his life, and that is to 
say Mass privately. And every Mass, even one said alone, is "a greater act than the creation of the 
Universe." An old priest told me that last September, and I believe I have thought of it every day 
since then. 1 say he was old because he was my age! I was driving him from a Confrrmation in 
Onarga to the Confirmation dinner and we got talking about the Mass. I immediately recognized 
the patent truth of what he said. Why? Because in the creation of the Universe, you have creatures, 
but in every Mass, the Creator Himself is present! 

If I can be of assistance to you in any way at any time, let me know. I really appreciated 
your dropping by and leaving yom: card on occasion. You are one of the few priests who ever did 
that, and I appreciated it. 

With cordial personal regards, and with a plea and a promise of continued mutual prayers 
always, I remain 

RLK:bjd 

Sincerely yours in 1he Sacred Heart, 

Most Reverend Roger L. K.affer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet (Retired) 

p.s. I'm enclosing another copy of my Prayer to the Sacred Heart, as well as a recent prayer card 
with a reflection on the Fourth Station of the Cross, as well as my translation of St. Francis 
Xavier's "Hymn of Love." 

Enclosures 

be: Bishop Joseph L. lmesch 
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' 425 Summit St. 

uo-lN53 - A 

815-722-6606 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 Fox 815-722-6602 

July 24, 2003 

Dear F. Dedera, 

Bishop lmesch asked that I call you as to whether or not you are 
planning to attend the conference at St. Luke Institute. As soon as you 
receive this letter, would you please call me at and let me 
know of your intentions? In the event that the is closed, 
please leave your message at extension 216. 

I mentioned to the Bishop that when I called your number I received 
a message that 'this person does not accept incoming calls'. The Bishop 
asked that I tell you he needs a phone number he can use to reach you. 

If you need to screen incoming calls, you might consider obtaining 
an answering machine that would allow you to hear who is calling before 
you choose to answer. 

May God bless you. 

With every best wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~ t!/,ff~~/~ 
Sisfer Judith A. Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 
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August27,2003 

Dear F. Dedera, 

Sometime ago I contacted you about the need to have a telephone 
number at which you could be called. You assured me that you would take 
care of the matter. 

On two separate occasions I attempted to call you and heard a 
message that your phone was not in service. Would you please call me at 
your earliest convenience? I need to have the number of a working 
telephone at which you can be contacted. It would be helpful also if you 
had some type of an answering device on which a message could be left. 

May God bless you. 

With every best wish, I am, 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~d~AV~/&a-
sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 
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Dear Phil, 

000954 

October 31, 2003 

I know this letter will not arrive in time for your 31st anniversary 
on November 1st, but you will certainly be remembered. I know this must be a 
difficult time for you. It is certainly not the way you expected to celebrate the 
anniversary of your ordination. Nevertheless, I am convinced that we walk with 
the Lord wherever our path might lead us. You have been asked to accept a 
difficult burden, but I know that the Lord will be there with you. 

Phil, let me use this letter to speak about a few of my concerns. First 
of all, I do not know that we have received a phone number for you. There are 
times when I might need to be in touch with you and it is very frustrating not to 
be able to reach you. Perhaps you already have a new phone, but I would ask you 
to please let us know what your number is so that you can be reached. 

Secondly, I am concerned about your future and what you are or 
will be doing. I have mentioned to you, I believe, that I think you need to fmd 
some type of employment. I do not think it is healthy for you, at your age, not to 
have anything to do. I know it might be difficult to find employment, but I think 
you need to try to do that. I would appreciate hearing from you what efforts you 
have made. 

I hope your health is good. You have the time now to engage in 
some exercise, something which you probably did not have much time for in your 
ministry. Not only would the exercise be physically helpful for you, but I think 
it would also be beneficial mentally. 

I want you to know that you will be in my prayers in a special way 
on November I st. Please remember me also. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 



Released April 2014

FR. DEDERA SCAN FROM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 716 
Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 

Phil Dedera 

Dear Phil, 

{J00955 

January 20, 2004 

In your wonderful letter of last August, you said: "Maybe we can get together 
for a cup of tea or a bowl of soup ... " I thought if we didn't set a time, it just won't 
happen, so I am reserving 11:00 a.m. on Friday, January 30th, at my house. We can 
concelebrate Mass and then have lunch or just have lunch, whichever ties in better with 
your schedule. I have to be home to be available for confessions from two to four 
every Friday, and I thought that would be a good time that I lmow I can make it a point 
of being at Clarendon Hills. 

Please call and leave a message on my answering machine, I'm 
just presuming that you'll be able to make it. If you can't, we can set another more 
convenient time. 

With cordial personal regards, and with a p lea and a promise of continued 
mutual prayers always, I remain 

RLK:bjd 

be: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart, 

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet (Retired) 
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PhilDedera 
P.O. Box­
Warrenville, IL 60555 

Dear Phil, 

000958 

February 3, 2004 

I had written you on January 20th and 
said the following: "In your wonderful 
together for a cup of tea or a bowl of soup ... ' I thought if we didn't set a time, it just won't 
happen, so I am reserving 11 :00 a.m. on Friday, January 30th at my house. We can 
concelebrate Mass and then have lunch or just have lunch, whichever ties in better with your 
schedule. I have to be home to be available for confessions from two to four every Friday, and 
I thought that would be a good time that I know I can make it a point of being at Clarendon 
Hills. 

Please call and leave a message on my answering machine, 
presuming that you'll be able to make it. If you can't, we can set 
time." 

I'm just 
more convenient 

Since you didn't come and I didn' t hear from you, I can only presume that I had the 
wrong address. That was the one that the Chancery had. Hence, I am sending this toP. 0 . Box 
. in Warrenville, with the same message, but a different date. I am now reserving 11:00 a.m. 
on Friday, February 20th, in the hopes that this letter will get through. 0- ce a ain I would ask 
that you phone me and leave a message on my answering machine as to 
whether or not you'll be able to make it. If I don't hear from you by e ruary , I will 
presume that the P. 0 . Box doesn't work either. 

I haven't seen you in quite some time, but pray for you all the time. I sure hope you're 
praying also for me. 

With cordial personal regards, and with a plea and a promise of continued mutual 
prayers always, I remain 

RLK:bjd 

be: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart, 

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet (Retired) 
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MR. 

March 26, 2004 

{100960 

Rev. Phil Dedera 

This afternoon I received a call from Mr. 
abused by Phil Dedera from 1976 to 

who reported being 
St. Pius X Parish in Lombard. 

age 11 or 12. At the time the abuse took place, Mr. 

He reported that he had been an altar boy who was given alcohol by the 
priest. Mr. 

stated that he learned that Dedera had been suspended only 
appeared not to be satisfied with that action. I then explained 

that while suspension implied a temporary punishment, Dedera would 
never be permitted to function as a priest, use the title, etc. He implied 
that more ought to be done. When asked what that might be, he did not 
know. 

saw the name Dedera it served to bri 

He said 
that he felt the Church had not done enough. When asked if he would 
wish to speak with Bishop lmesch, he responded affirmatively and so was 
transferred. 

The abuse was fondling at the outset in the church. Later, more serious 
abuse took place in the rectory. When asked about the frequency, Mr. 
- said about 100 times. Dedera would also take him to serve 
weddings in other towns. They would stay overnight in a motel. 

~(/,~&r 
· er Judith A. Davies, SF 

Chancellor 
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MR. 

March 30. 2004 

Rev. Phil Dedera 

When Bishop lmesch met with Phil Deder 
denied knowing anyone by the name of 
anything ever happened with the man. 

• I "' I - noon, he [Dedera] 
He denied that 

r Judith A. Davie , OSF 
ancellor 
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332 Minnesota St. • St. Paul, Minnesota S5f01 
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www.andet-£Onadvoc:ates.com 

NAT10NAI. TOC.Lf'REE 
8S.·S67.SSS7 

August 19. 2004 

SENrVIAFAX 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Diocese of Joliet 
42S Summit Street 
Joliet, n, 60435 

James C. Byme 
James C. Byrne & Associates 
815 North Larkin Avenue, Suite 202 
Joliet, IL 60435 

Re: Father Richard Bennett 

Dear Bishop Imesch and Mr. Byrne: 

000962 

By this Jetter I am bringing to your attention with the ~ission o~infolliUltion 
regarding sexual misconduct by Father Richard Bennett. - contacted you sometime back with 
information that he had been sexually abused by Fr. Philip Dedera and Fr. Richard Bennett. I 
was alarmed to find out recently that Fr. Richard Bennett may still be working as a head pastor 
at Holy Spirit in Naperville. Dlinois. I am bringing this to yoW' attention so that you can take 
appropriate action. We would appreciate receiving infonnation on the following: 

1. What is the current status of Fatller Bennett? What action, if any, does the 
Diocese intend to respond to this information? 

2. Please advise us if any other claims of misconduct have been made relating to 
Father Bennett. 

3. Please forward this report and any other infonnation church officials have 
pertaining to misconduct by Father Bennett to the appropriate law enforcement 
authorities. 

Your prompt response is appreciated. 

•cerUIIed 0vt1 n1a1 Speclallrt by Natlcnal Board ot '»'1411 ~ and t..4lrlnesota .stat. Bar Asso~tlon 
· 1 Nso Admitted In UUnofl "'Hso Admitted In Wisconsin "Also Admlaed In Mflsourf 

' Nso Mmlted In cautomfa 

08 / 19/ 2004 THU 15: 17 [TI/RX NO 6346) ~ 002 
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August 19, 2004 
Page2 

Jeffrey R. Anderson 
jetf@anderaOJJadvocatea.com 

JRA:tat 
Enclosure 

000963 

08/19/2004 THU 15:17 (TI/RX NO 63461 fa)O t 
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JAMES C . BYRNE 

J . DANIEl. Mc GRATH, JR. 

JAMES C. BYRNE & ASSOCIATES 
ATTOBNBYS Be GouNSBLo:as AT ~w 

815 NORTH LARKIN AVENUE· SUIT£ 202 

JOLIET, ILLINOIS 6043~ 

August 20, 2004 

VIA FACSIMU.E (651) 297-6543 & U.S. MAIL · . 

Mr. Jeffrey Anderson 
Jeff Anderson & Associates 
332 Minnesota Street 
St. Paul, MN 55101 

Dear Mr. Anderson~ 

Re: Your Client 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated August 19,2004. 

000964 

TEI.~PHON£ ( 8 15 1 744·717 1 

FAX ( 8 15 1 744-7179 

Bishop lmesch is out of town and will not be back in his office until late Thursday or Friday 
morning. 

I believe that there is a very strong possibility that a v...ery serious mistake may be in the process 
of being made m relation to Father Bennett. · 

When - previously contacted the Diocese hi§ allegation was only against Father 
Dedera, which allegedly occurred from approximately 1976 to·t978 at St. Pius Parish in Lombard. 
~very specific as to Father Dedera and derail¢ some of the alleged abuse with Father 
Dedera. However- did not mention Father Bennett's name; -and did not mention abuse by 
any other priest or any other individual. - s primary concern was Father Dedera's status of 
ministry, and he already had knowled~er Dedera had been suspended. There was a 
discussion about the impact of that suspension, and it was ~xplained that Father would not return to 
ministry. - had no concern about the status of~y.other priest 

Since receiving your letter, I have checked thefDioce~an records in relation to Father Bennett 
and there has never been any prior allegation of s~xija} 't;nisconduct, or any type of inappropriate 
conduct whatsoever. ·- · 

In addition to that, Father Bennett's lifestyle has not given rise to any ambiguous conduct with 
young people, or any issues of boundary violations in relating with young people. Father Bennett's 
ministry has been primarily focused on involvement ·With· adults, and also with the adult leaders of 
other churches to address the issue of race discriminatio~ 
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Mr. Jeffrey Anderson 
August 20, 2004 
Page2 {J00965 

During the approximate time of the alleged abuse by Father Dedera (1976 to 1978), Father 
Dedera and Father Bennett were assigned to St. Pius X Parish in Lombard. However, during a portion 
of that time Father Carroll Howlin was also assigned to that parish. As you may know, Father Howlin 
is presently on administrative leave because of prior allegations of sexual misconduct with minors. 

In view of the above is there a possibility th~t your client has mistakenly identified Father 
Bennett? 

I would ask that you look into this matter further with your client. 

I also believe that it may be very helpful if you could amplify your client's allegations 
regarding Father Bennett, such as the period oftime the alleged abuse took place, and some specifics 
as to the nature and the extent of the abuse, where it was to have occurred and any alleged modus 
operandi of Father Bennett. 

Father Bennett is currently the pastor of Holy Spirit Parish in Naperville, illinois. 

I can assure you that this matter will be brought to the attention of Bishop Imesch as soon as 
( he returns. 

In the interim, I await your response. 

My Best Regards, 

~~~ 
~sC.Byme 

JCB/skm 
cc: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 

' 
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October 6, 2004 

SBNTVIAFAX 

Attorneys & Counselors at Law 

lOth Floor- East 
Am National Bank Buifding 

332 Minnesota St. • St. Paul, Minnaota SSt 0 J 
teL 1651) 227-9990. fax 16511%97-6543 

www.andersonadvocates.com 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Diocese of Joliet 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet. IL 60435 

James C. Byrne 
James C. Byrne & Associates 
815 North Larkin Avenue, Suite 202 
Joliet. IL 60435 

Re: Father Richard Bcrmett 

Dear Bishop Jmesch and Mr. Byrne: 

Jeffrey R. Anderson " • 
Patrick W. NoaJcer " 
K.;rthleen O'Connor-Sta 
cymh~ J. Walde 
Robin R. LeOonne ' 

0(}0966 

Thank you for your prompt response to our last letter regarding Father Richaxd Bennett. I 
contacted- after receiving your letter on August 20~ 2004. It has been very difficult 
~to write about the horrific abuse he suffered by Fathers Dedera and Bennett. I received 
· ·s letter in the form of an email yesterday. I have enclosed ... s email. 

Please let us know what action. if any, the Diocese intends to take in response to this 
information. 

If you have any further questions or need more information, please contact me. 

Regards, 

1414 f~ 
Mike Finnegan 
mike@andcrsonadvocates.com 

Enclosure 

*Cettiried Civil Trial Specialist by National Board of ltlal Molocacy and Minnesota State Bar Assodatlon 
1 Nso hJmlttea In Illinois "' Also .Admitted in Wisconsin M /IJso Mmitted In Mis'sourl 

c ~ Acfi'J'1lUed In callromla 

10/06/2004 WED 14:49 [TX/ RX NO 64821 ijb002 
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,. JAMES C . BYRNE 

J. DANIEl M c:ORA TH, JR. 

\ ' 

~ 

JAMES C. BYRNE & ASSOCIATES 
AxTO:R.N:EYs 8c OoUNSBLOllS .A.T L.A.w 

815 NORTH LARKIN AVEN U E • SUITE ZOZ 

JoLIBT, ILI.Iliox~· 6043~ 

. . 
October 19,2004 \ 

Mr. Mike Finnegan· == 

Jeff Anderson & Associates, P.A. 
First National B~ Building 
332 Minnesota Street 

~ St Paid,~ 55101 

.......:_,) Dear Mr. Fmnegan: 

J 

Re: Allegations of 

000969 

TEL.E~HONE ( 8 1!5) 74 4-7171 

FAX ( 8 1!51 744· 7 179 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of October ()'h, together with a two page statement 
o~ was directed to you. ' 

In response to your questions, the following ~tion has been taken: 

• 

• 

I have contacted the State's Attomey'_s Office inDuPage County and they will proceed 
in regards to obtaining of all Diocesan reci>rds, etc. 

. . ..... 

These allegations also are being submitted to the Di~san Review Conunittee . 

The above complies with Diocesan protoool in such ~r8. 

I will try to keep you advised. If you have anr.questio~,.do not'hesitate to call. 

JCB/skm 
cc: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 

My Best Regards, 

~-~ 
_.JameS C;. B}rrne ~ · . · 

.. . . ·-
t : • 

' . . 
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Phillip Dedera 
P.O.Bo~ 
Warrenville, IL 60555 

Dear Phil, 

000970 

October 27, 2004 

On Monday you will observe the 32nd anniversary of your 
ordination as a priest. I know that you did not ever imagine you would be 
observing it the way you are, but it is a special day that needs to be observed. 
Even if you are alone, I hope you will find some way to celebrate. I know 
that the Lord will be present, no matter how you celebrate. 

I know this is a difficult time for you. I hope you are coping. 
It is a matter of concern to me that I do not hear from you and that I do not 
know what is going on in your life. As I have mentioned to you in the past, 
I really think it is important that you find some employment. I do not think 
you should, at your age, just be doing nothing. I would appreciate it if you 
would keep in contact with me, at least monthly. I will let that be your 
responsibility. There are a number of things I would like to talk to you 
about. 

Please know that you will be in my prayers in a special way on 
the 1st. I remember you each day by name in prayer. I would hope that you 
would remember me and the diocese as well. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

:MEMORANDUM 
for the File 

DIOCESE OF JOLIET 

RE: Phil Dedera 

000971 

December 8, 2004 

I called Phil on Tuesday, December 7th and asked him why he 
had not contacted me as I had requested in a letter I sent him several weeks 
ago. I told him that I wanted him to call me monthly and that I wanted to see 
him at least twice a year. 

He has been working for a friend in construction, presently in 
He says he has lost some weight and has stopped smoking. He 

is still living with his friends but is looking for a place to stay, but is fmding 
it difficult to find some place because of the expense. 

Bishop eYseph L. Imesch 

425 SUMMIT STREET. JOLIET, ILLfNOIS 60435 
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JAMES C. B YRNE & ASSOCIATES 
ATTORNEYS & CouNSELORS AT LA.w 

IPJ 
I I u 

r J 

.JAMES C. BYRNE 

..J. DANIEL McGRATH, .JR. 

Sr. 
Catholic Counseling Associates 
1107 S. Marulheim 
Suite 201 

8 15 NORTH LARKIN AVENUE- SUITE 202 

JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60435 

Janua.ry 5, 2005 

Westchester, Illinois 60154-2559 

Re: . 

Dear 

Review 
Allegations 
Father Dedera 

·ootJ97 2 
TELEPHONE ( 615 1 744· 7 17 1 

FAX 18151 744-7179 

against 

As you are aware, I have left multiple messages with your answering service in December 
regarding my need to speak with you in relation to a Review Committee issue. 

Some time ago, you were requested to interview a - regarding his allegations 
against Father Dedera. · 

I believe, but I am not certain that you did conduct an i9-terview with - and I 
need to confer with you regarding the contents of that interview before the next Review 
Committee meeting, which is now scheduled for January 12th. 

Could you please phone as soon as possible. 

.. ... . , .... -... ;?:;;~ \. , 

James C. Byrne 

JCB/skm 
cc: Sister Judith Davies 
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e 425 Summit St. 81 5-722·6606 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 Fox 81 5-722-6602 

MEMORANDUM 

April 3, 2006 

TO: • I I I • I • • 

FROM: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

RE: Diocesan Website 

The Diocese will be listing on its website (www.dioceseofioliet.org) 
the names, ordination dates and status of all diocesan priests who have 
had a credible/substantiated allegation made against them while they 
were serving in the Joliet Diocese. I realize this action may be disturbing 
to you but it is being taken primarily to facilitate healing and bring closure 
to those who have been abused. 

Your listing will be as follows: 

Philip Dedera 11/1/72 Removed from ministry 2002 

My prayers are for you and for all of those who have suffered 
because of sexual abuse who still need healing. 

May God bless you. 

~#<'~~ ief?Jl7dith A. Davies, SF 
Chancellor 

y"". 
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Philip De~ 
P.O.Bo~ 
Warrenville, IL 60555 

Dear Phil, 

June 22, 2006 

I hope things are going reasonably well for you. Summer brings its wonderful warmth, 
but sometimes it also brings uncomfortable heat. 

Just recently the Priests' Pension Board met to discuss various matters concerning priest 
pensions. Ultimately they determined a formula for providing pension benefits for priests who 
will have less than 40 years of pension premiums paid when they reach the age of 70. 

At the time you were placed on Administrative Leave, you were credited with 30 years 
of service. For 23 years your pension premium was paid by the parish in which you served. For 
the remaining years, the diocese has paid your pension premium. 2.5% is deducted for each year 
less than 40 years. With 30 years of premiums, you will be 10 years short of premium payment. 
Ten years times 2.5% equals 25%. As a result, when you reach the age of 70, your retirement 
benefit will be 75% of full pension. There is an annual increase on January 1st of each year for 
which you will be eligible, but that monthly increment will also be reduced by 25% 

Since you were placed on Administrative Leave in 2002, the diocese bas provided you 
with $1409.92 monthly, amounting over a four-year period to $67,676.16. 

Since these are my last few days as Bishop, I felt that I needed to put things in order for 
the new Bishop. I wanted to help you financially when you were placed on Administrative 
Leave, but now, since you are employed, I think that the diocesan assistance should cease. When 
you tum 70, you would be eligible for pension benefits, as I mentioned above. 

Beginning next week, any official correspondence with the diocese should be addressed 
to Bishop J. Peter Sartain. While I will not be writing you anymore as Bishop, I certainly intend 
to continue to remember you in prayer each day, as I have been, and I would hope that you would 
keep me in prayer also. Please stay in touch with me, if you wish. 

I hope you are well. 

Sinc~rely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Apostolic Administrator 
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425 Summit St. 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 ~~~~~ June 22, 2006 

4~~ Philip De. 
P.O.Box 
Warrenville, IL 60555 ~ a ~~-4-!. ~ . <h~(\ ~ ~vtidu 
Dear Phil, ~)~or~ ~ \t 

I hope things are going reasonably well for you. Summer brings its wonderful warmth.M 
but sometimes it also brings uncomfortable heat. 

Jll"t -re,.ent]y th<> .Pri.:>gtc' p.,n.;:ir.n Rc<~rrl ""' .... tr- rl~c-"""" •. ., ~; .... ,., ,..,..,~+.,.~~ "o·~ ~",_...,;-.g p,.l· ,.,.. ,. 
_.._,... •• - "' • ... ..... .A. ....... .. • ., ~ .. ~ .. _ .... J. - ............. .. A....... - _. ........ _ ...... ~ "i ......... .a'V .......... ~i.t-~ ...... ~ => '"'. .&;.'-'-.... •ll.&. ~ ...,lo) .. 

pensions. Ultimately they determined a formula for providing pension benefits for priests who 
will have less than 40 years of pension premiums paid when they reach the age of 70. 

At the time you were placed on Administrative Leave, you were credited with 30 years 
of service. For 23 years your pension premium was paid by the parish in which you served. For 
the remaining years, the diocese has paid your pension premium. 2.5% is deducted for each year 
less than 40 years. With 30 years of premiums, you will be 10 years short of premium payment. 
Ten years times 2.5% equals 25%. As a result, when you reach the age of70, your retirement 
benefit will be 75% of full pension. There is an annual increase on January 1st of each year for 
which you will be eligible, but that monthly increment will also be reduced by 25% 

Since you were placed on Administrative Leave in 2002, the diocese has provided you 
with $1409.92 monthly, amounting over a four-year period to $67,676.16. 

Since these are my last few days as Bishop, I felt that I needed to put things in order for 
the new Bishop. I wanted to help you financially when you were placed on Administrative 
Leave, but now, since you are employed, I think that the diocesan assistance should cease. When 
you tum 70, you would be eligible for pension benefits, as I mentioned above. 

Beginning next.week, any. official correspondence with th~ diocese should be addressed 
to Bishop J. Peter Sartain: V/rule I ·will !lOt be \vriti.ng ym: anymore as Bishop, I cert:l.i..nJy intend 
to continue to remember you in prayer each day, as I have been, and I would hope that you would 
keep me in prayer also. Please stay in touch with me, if you wish. 

I hope you are well. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

~nd Joseph L. Imesch 
Apostolic Administrator 

f~- f_L.._~ - .. -

• 

~Or--~ t·-<Xl. ~. 
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Reverend Philip Dedera 
POBox ­
Warrenville, IL 60555 

Dear Phil, 

r~ 
000989 

July 11, 2006 

Please allow me the opportunity to introduce myself by means of this 
letter. i am the new Bishop of Joliet, Bishop Peter Sartain. As you know, I 
served for six years as Bishop of Little Rock, and I was Installed as Bishop 
of Joliet on June 27. 

Shortly after my arrival, Bishop Imesch gave me a copy of his letter to 
you dated June 22, regarding pension payments. I am simply writing today 
to follow up on his letter and to ask for a little information from you. Phil, I 
am willing to consider continued assistance to you financially, but before I 
can make any decision in that regard, I would like to ask you for the 
following information: 1. Could you give me a list of your current monthly 
expenses, and 2. Do you have other income or other resources available to 
you for your living expenses? I understand from your brief response to 
Bishop Imesch that you are currently not employed, and I truly hope for 
your sake that you will be able to find work in the near future. 

Phil, I look forward to hearing from you! In the meantime, please 
know of my prayers and concern. 

With every best wish and prayer, I am 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend J. Peter Sartain 
Bishop of Joliet 
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tJ00990 

I 425 Summit St. 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

NlEMORANDUM 

TO: Bishop J. Peter Sartain 

FROM: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 

RE: Reverend Philip Dedera 

815-722-6606 
Fox 815-722-6602 

June 29, 2006 

Attached is a letter which I sent to Philip Dedera earlier this month. Philip is a 
priest who has been on Administrative Leave since 2002. (You might want to discuss 
his history with me.) 

I think the diocese has been overly generous with Phil since he left, since we 
were paying him a monthly benefit of $1,400, even though he was employed. He now 
says that he has not been employed for the last two months. 

I told continue him on our health insurance plan. He will 
probably be contacting you about some kind of monthly benefit. I suppose that we 
should provide him with something. The question is, how much? 

Phil is a very reluctant communicator. I had asked him to stay in touch with me 
monthly, but about the only time I have heard from him is after I have written him. 

~li-~) rl·~ Again, this :ay be something you wish to discuss with me. 

~ I' 1 . 
Bishop eph L. Imesch 

~" r-r ,..,, 
JUN 2 9 Z006 
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Philip Dedera 
P.O. Box­
Warrenville, IL 60555 

June 22, 2006 

4 Of\UJJL ~ tM., ':)~ t1vz 
,'~ a ~~4-l ... ~4 t'~.J't(\ ~\, t1lJlictcd{ 

DearPhil, tv' '} ~~ ·~ \t 
I hope things are going reasonably well for you. Summer brings its wonderful warmth,H 

but sometimes it also brings uncomfortable heat. 

Jll"'t recently th"" P..-1,::.c:otc:' .Penc:;r.n Rn<~rli m"'"' t ..... ,4;<',..''~" ~~_,~; .... ,<' ="t-t"'~s .--·,..,~~,..,,.,..,;~..::r ,..,.;.., ,...,. 
.. . )..... .. ......... .......... ..J ... , •• . .... ·.-..a - ..... l -u-. .. ~ • ...1. ... .,."" - "' .... ..,. ... J.;:, .,t.. ... .-v ... - ...... .~.-"'~"'"'· '"' . ._,.._ ... ,_....., • ..._.t...i.J.L:=, i'"",.._.L ..... ~"' 

pensions. Ultimately they determined a formula fer providing pension benefits for priests who 
will have less than 40 years of pension premiums paid when they reach the age of70. 

At the time you were placed on Administrative Leave, you were credited with 30 years 
of service. For 23 years your pension premium was paid by the parish in which you served. For 
the remaining years, the diocese has paid your pension premium. 2.5% is deducted for each year 
less than 40 years. With 30 years of premiums, you will be 10 years short of premium payment. 
Ten years times 2.5% equals 25%. As a result, when you reach the age of70, your retirement 
benefit will be 75% of full pension. There is an annual increase on January 1st of each year for 
which you will be eligible, but that monthly increment will also be reduced by 25% 

Since you were placed on Administrative Leave in 2002, the diocese has provided you 
with $1409.92 monthly, amounting over a four-year period to $67,676.16. 

Since these are my last few days as Bishop, I felt that I needed to put things in order for 
the new Bishop. I wanted to help you financially when you were placed on Administrative 
Leave, but now, since you are employed, I think that the diocesan assistance should cease. When 
you turn 70, you would be eligible for pension benefits, as I mentioned above. 

Beginning next. week, any_ official correspondence with the diocese should be addressed 
to Bis~"P J "Doter Sart"u'n \111... ;lP. T v' ~..; 1·1 .,ot ...... um+l'nfY ""t' onv,..,..,o'r.,. '>C: 0 ;,1-.or T "er.t~;nlv 1 .... tenrl .. .1-v • J.. V .t.. U. . • f¥ .ll.i .o. '"-1 .a.. '" 4£' .,..,. .._4V Y\>J..•.. 6 . l .._ . ., U..._ J ..,J,~ .,.,....., -·' ~-A~.A.A. ::'" .:_ ....., ~ .... ~l,.:JJ ,L.A. ~.,. 

to continue to remember you in prayer each day, as I have been, and I would hope that you would 
keep me in prayer also. Please stay in touch with me, if you wish. 

I hope you are welL 

Sincerely in Christ, 

~end Joseph L. Imesch 
Apostolic Administrator 
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815-722-6606 425 Summit St. 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 June F~~~ 2lf66-6602 

Philip Dedera 
P.O.Bo~ 
Warrenville, IL 60555 

Dear Phil, 

I hope things are going reasonably well for you. Summer brings its wonderful warmth, 
but sometimes it also brings uncomfortable heat. 

. Just recently the Priests' Pension Board met to discuss various matters concerning priest 
pensions. Ultimately they determined a formula for providing pension benefits for priests who 
will have less than 40 years of pension premiums paid when they reach the age of 70. 

At the time you were placed on Administrative Leave, you were credited with 30 years 
of service. For 23 years your pension premium was paid by the parish in which you served. For 
the remaining years, the diocese has paid your pension premium. 2.5% is deducted for each year 
less than 40 years. With 30 years of premiums, you will be 10 years short of premium payment. 
Ten years times 2.5% equals 25%. As a result, when you reach the age of70, your retirement 
benefit will be 75% of full pension. There is an annual increase on January 1st of each year for 
which you will be eligible, but that monthly increment will also be reduced by 25% 

Since you were placed on Administrative Leave in 2002, the diocese has provided you 
with $1409.92 monthly, amounting over a four-year period to $67,676.16. 

Since these are my last few days as Bishop, I felt that I needed to put things in order for 
the new Bishop. I wanted to help you financially when you were placed on Administrative 
Leave, but now, since you are employed, I think that the diocesan assistance should cease. When 
you turn 70, you would be eligible for pension benefits, as I mentioned above. 

Beginning next week, any official correspondence with the diocese should be addressed 
to Bishop J. Peter Sartain. While I will not be writing you anymore as Bishop, I certainly intend 
to continue to remember you in prayer each day, as I have been, and I would hope that you would 
keep me in prayer also. Please stay in touch with me, if you wish. 

I hope you are well. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

~/l 
Most Reve~end Joseph L. Imesch 
Apostolic Administrator 
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Father, (J00994 

Some material from the Pastoral Policy Handbook and from Dedera' s 
file. I could not find when he s,tarted getting $1,400 per month. In his 
file when he was put on adminstrative leave - he was told he would 
receive $500 plus medical for one year. All indications later on are 
that he was still being covered by our medical. It appears in the memo 
of June 29th sound like he took him off everything but medical. He 
has two folders and I may have missed something. 
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03-00 FINANCIAL 

03-01 Seminarians. The Diocese will pay one half 
of college seminary costs and the full amount of 
Pre-Theology and Theology expenses. 

Theologians may borrow up to $1,000 per year, in­
terest free, to be repaid on a monthly basis after 
ordination. 

03·02 Assistance to the Newly Ordained. The 
Diocese will reimburse one-half of the college tu­
ition of priests who did not attend a college semi­
nary. 

Newly ordained priests may borrow $5,000, inter­
est free, from the Diocese for purchasing a car. 

03-03 Compensation Adjustment. An annual 
compensation adjustment in priests' salaries will 
be based upon certain items in the Consumer Price 
Index of the United States Government using the 
September figures released in October of each 
year. The treasurer will bring these figures to the 
Presbyteral Council each November. Apparel and 
upkeep, entertainment, other goods and services 
are the portions of the Index utilized. 

03-04 Car Allowance. The transportation portion 
of the Index is used to calculate the annual car al­
lowance figure. 

03-05 Guest House. The parish pays full salary 
for a priest at Guest House as well as the salary 
for his replacement. If the priest returns to Guest 
House, he will receive $500.00 per month from dis­
ability. 

03-06 Leave of Absence. Any priest who is granted 
a temporary leave of absence or a permanent leave 
of absence will be compensated in accordance with 
the following schedule: 
1. Resettlement Benefit: Its purpose is to help a 
priest arrange living quarters. This money is paid 
out in a lump sum. 
a) 1-10 years: 6 months salary equivalent (based 

f/4;11 bl3 oo ·~ • 
on base salary of last official assignment less $300 
stipend supplement and less auto allowance). 
b) 11-19 years: 9 months salary equivalent as 

above. 
c) 20 years and up: 12 months salary equivalent 

as above. 
2. Monthly Benefit: This is paid out on a monthly 
basis until such time as a priest obtains employ­
ment. The years of service will be determined by 
the years in which a priest actively served in the 
Diocese of Joliet, excluding his years of ordination 
which were served in another diocese or religious 
order. 
a) 1-10 years: monthly salary for 6 months (based 

on salary of last official assignment less $300 sti­
pend supplement and less car allowance). 
b) 11-19 years: monthly salary for 9 months as 

above. 
c) 20 years and up: monthly salary for 12 months 

as above. 
3. Auto Insurance. Auto insurance will be provided 
for a period of six months. 
4. Medical Coverage. Medical coverage will be pro­
vided until a priest's employment provides such a 
benefit, but not to exceed one year. 
5. Return to Ministry. If a priest returns to active 
ministry in the Diocese, he is to pay back one half 
of what he was compensated during his leave. The 
method of payment is to be negotiated with the di­
ocesan Bishop. 

03-07 Administrative Leave. A priest who is ac­
cused of misconduct is to receive his full salary 
and benefits while he is on administrative leave. 
If there is evidence of guilt, whether or not there is 
a conviction, the accused priest will receive $500 
a month disability for a period of one year, or until 
the time of a conviction and incarceration, or until 
the time he obtains employment. He will continue 
to receive medical coverage for a period of one 
year. 

03-08 Social Security. All priests are expected to 
be enrolled in Social Security except for those who 
chose otherwise in the past. 

April1996 
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June 22, 2006 

Philip De~ 
P.O.Bo~ 
Warrenville, IL 60555 .·~ a. ~-4-l .. :. f'>.!l'.d};: 011\, Jvdd<JC 
DearPhil, 'tf' J ~~ ~ ~ 

I hope things are going reasonably well for you. Summer brings its wonderful wannth,M 
but sometimes it also brings uncomfortable heat. 
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pensions. Ultimately they determined a formula fer providing pension benefits for priests who 
will have less than 40 years of pension premiums paid when they reach the age of 70. 

At the time you were placed on Administrative Leave, you were credited with 30 years 
of service. For 23 years your pension premium was paid by the parish in which you served. For 
the remaining years, the diocese has paid your pension premium. 2.5% is deducted for each year 
less than 40 years. With 30 years of premiums, you will be 10 years short of premium payment. 
Ten years times 2.5% equals 25%. As a result, when you reach the age of70, your retirement 
benefit will be 75% of full pension. There is an annual increase on January 1st of each year for 
which you will be eligible, but that monthly increment will also be reduced by 25% 

Since you were placed on Administrative Leave in 2002, the diocese has provided you 
with $1409.92 monthly, amounting over a four-year period to $67,676.16. 

Since these are my last few days as Bishop, I felt that I needed to put things in order for 
the new Bishop. I wanted to help you financially when y-ou were placed on Administrative 
Leave, but now, since you are employed, I think that the diocesan assistance should cease. When 
you tum 70, you would be eligible for pension benefits, as I mentioned above. 

Beginning next week, any_ official correspondence with the diocese should be addressed 
to Bishop J. Peter Sartai..Tl. v\lhile I \.\ill :1ot be \1\'Iiti."lg you anymore as Bishop, I cert3.inly intend 
to continue to remember you in prayer each day, as I have been, and I would hope that you would 
keep me in prayer also. Please stay in touch with me, if you wish. 

I hope you are well. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

~end Joseph L Imesch 
Apostolic Administrator 

f ~ - f,L.:..-~ 

1o--~ ~.<A~ . 



Released April 2014

FR. DEDERA SCAN FROM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO 
r;!eeeeted February 2014 • 
TMJA 

000997 

June 29, 2006 

lvfEMORANDUM 

TO: Bishop J. Peter Sartain 

FROM: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 

RE: Reverend Philip Dedera 

Attached is a letter which I sent to Philip Dedera earlier this month. Philip is a 
priest who has been on Administrative Leave since 2002. (You might want to discuss 
his history with me.) 

I think the diocese has been overly generous with Phil since he left, since we 
were paying him a monthly benefit of $1,400, even though he was employed. He now 
says that he has not been employed for the last two months. 

I told - to continue him on our health insurance plan. He will 
probably be ~out some kind of monthly benefit. I suppose that we 
should provide him with something. The question is, how much? 

Phil is a very reluctant communicator. I had asked him to stay in touch with me 
monthly, but about the only time I have heard from him is after I have written him. 

Again, this may be something you wish to discuss with me. 

Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Father Joseph Tapella 

FROM: -

001000 

August 31, 2006 

Bishop would appreciate it if you would check into how much 
further help he is able to give Phil Dedera. Whether there is a policy in place 
and any comments you might have. 

-

425 SUMMIT STREET. JOLIET. ILLINOIS 60435 
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~- D~le~~~ROM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. W " 201
f he Tribunal Office 

764 

I 3 I 0 Bridge Street 
j oliet. Illinois 60435-6399 

Phil Dedera 
P.O.Bo~ 
Warrenville, IL 60555 

Dear Phil, 

001001' 
81 S-722-2256 
Fax 815-722-6692 

September 6, 2006 

In reviewing the Pastoral Policies Manual, I noted that you technicaUy qualify for 
$500 per mon~ne year or until such time that you obtain employment. I 
will be askin- our Finance Officer, to begin the payment as of August, 
2006, rather than starting in the month of September. Of course, you are kindly asked to 
notify us as soon as you obtain employment. 

In a separate matter, it has come to my been 
attempting to contact you with regard to The 
car apparently was ''willed" to you by However, he was a 
position to do that, since the car is in the name of the diocese. Please call at 
the Chancery with regard to this issue. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely in Christ, 

<., (' .....--
,--.-;-

( / ' 
Rev. Joseph J. Tapella 
Vicar General 
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Bishop, 

Attached is a copy of the correspondence between Fr. TapeJJa and Phil Dedera. 
001005 
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001f)06 
815-722-2256 
Fax 815-722-6692 

September 6, 2006 

Phil Dedera 
P.O.Bo~ 
Warrenville, IL 60555 

Dear Phil, 

In reviewing the Pastoral Policies Manual, I noted that you technically qualify for 
$500 per mont~one year or until such time that you obtain employment. I 
will be asking - our Finance Officer, to begin the payment as of August, 
2006, rather than starting in the month of September. Of course, you are kindly asked to 
notify us as soon as you obtain employment. 

In a separate matter, it has come to my attention that 
attempting to contact you with regard to the matter of 
car apparently was "willed" to you by 
position to do that, since the car is in the name of the diocese. Please call 
the Chancery with regard to this issue. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely in Christ, 

~ (! -.-­
,;---_,-

v· < ~ 

Rev. Joseph J . Tapella 
Vicar General 
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FR. DEDERA SCAN FR~U'ft~~~OfrJOLIET NO. 771 
Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Father Joseph Tapella 

FROM: 

001008 

August 31, 2006 

Bishop would appreciate it if you would check into how much 
further help he is able to give Phil Dedera. Whether there is a policy in place 
and any comments you might have. 

425 SUMMIT STREET, JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60435 
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Phillip Dedera 
P.O. Box­
Warrenville, IL 60555 

Dear Phillip, 

January 7, 2007 

Many thanks for your kind Christmas card. I was 
pleased to hear from you and appreciated your remembering me 
during this Holy season. Phillip, I also enjoyed reading the poem 
that you sent along. It shows a great deal of d~votion and insight 
into the Christmas mystery. 

Thanks for letting 
was sorry to learn that 
~romise to keep her in my prayers. -

in my prayers, that she will enjoy eternal rest in 
the arms of our Lord. I am sure these are difficult days for your 
family, Phillip, and I remember you in my prayers as well. 

In the New Year, may you find peace in the Lord and his 
profound love for you. 

With every best wish and prayer, I am 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend J. Peter Sartain 
Bishop of Joliet 

001009 
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. 

~ ·. ' . 
3/13/0 ..... 

.. age 46, called and said he grew up in St. Andrew's Parish in 
Romeoville, graduating · Fr. Phil Dedera was at the Parish at the time.~leges 
that Fr. Dedera touched him in Fr.'s bedroom, his cars, etc. whena-as between the 
ages of 12 and 14 yrs. old. Whenever he had to pass the rectory he would run past it so 
Fr. wouldn't see him~ 

Another boy,- was also molested. - sent 
- a letter telling him what had happened in detail, including anal sex. 
also the Pastor, who ''talked to" Fr. Dedera. 

Dedera 
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DearMr. -

May 15,2007 

1 am the new Bishop of the Diocese of Joliet, Illinois, having been installed 
on June 27, 2006. In the course of the past months, I have learned ofthe sexual 
abuse you suffered from Father Dedera of this Diocese, and I recently learned 
that the case was settled not long ago. My purpose in writing today is to offer 
you my profound apologies for the difficult and ~eriences you have 
suffered as a result of Father Dedera's abuse. - such abuse is totally 
against everything we priests have committed ourselves to, and totally contrary 
to the promises we made when we were ordained. Thus, it pains me deeply to 
know that you were the victim of abuse by a priest. As I express my profound 
apologies, I want to assure you of my prayers, that God will continue to give you 
the grace each day to find healing and peace in your life. What happened to you 
was not in any way your fault, and with each passing day may you know peace of 
heart and mind and a profound sense of well being. I am deeply sorry for the 
pain you have experienced. 

I also want to assure you that our Diocese continues to undertake many 
steps to ensure that such abuse does not happen to other young people in the 
future. Tens of thousands of people in our Diocese have undergone special 
training to create safe environments. This includes all of our priests and 
seminarians, who have also become painfully aware of the scandal of abuse in 
our Church. As time goes by, these crucial steps will continue to be taken, 
because we consider the scandal of abuse a great harm to the Church. 

t, 
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Page2 001.02.5 

Once again,- I assure you of my prayers and extend my 
deepest apologies to you. May the Lord Jesus fill you and your loved ones with 
peace and joy. 

With every best wish and prayer, I am 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend J. Peter Sartain 
Bishop of Joliet 

' . 



Released April 2014

( 

FR. DEDERA SCAN FROM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 779 
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~-

10-22-07 
1:30 p.m. 

- ~ .... _ 

~U102.G 

called and would like to speak with you. His number is: -
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Re?f~ed February 2014 

~~ Diocese of joliet 
~~s> Chancery 

' 425 Summit St. 
joliet, Illinois 60435 

To: Bishop Sartain 

From: 

l\1EMORANDUM 

Date: 

Re: 

October 22, 2007 

Philip Dedera 

001.0~~ -----

81 5-722-6606 
Fax 815-722-6602 

Philip Dedera telephoned me today after receiving my letter informing him that 
his monthly $500 disability payments were stopping. He said he has not found 
employment and needs assistance from the Diocese. I asked him if he had spoken 
to you about his situation, which he replied, "not recently". 

( A letter from Fr. Tapella and a brief history are attached. 

Please advise. 
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~~~ Diocese of joliet 
'~&> Chancery 

( 

¥ 425 Summit St. 8 I 5-722-6606 
Fax 815-722-6602 ~ Joliet, Illinois 60435 

October 9, 2007 

Phil Dedera 
P.O.Bo~ 
\VaiTenville, IL 60555 

Dear Phil: 

I wish to inform you that your $500.00 disability payments will cease effective this 
month. You were to receive payments for a period of 1 year or until which time 
found employment. Should you have any questions, please call me at -
Sincerely, 

Pension Administrator 
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Re~~'f9~~9tJ1iffOM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 782 

• • The Tribunal Office 

•v -- t)tti.029 I 31 0 Bridge Street 1:1 15-722-2256 
joliet. Illinois 60435-6399 Fax 815-722-6692 

PhilDedera 
P.O. Box­
Warrenville, IL 60555 

Dear Phil, 

September 6, 2006 

In reviewing the Pastoral Policies Manual, I noted that you technically qualify for 
$500 per mon~ne year or until such time that you obtain employment. I 
will be askin- our Finance Officer, to begin the payment as of August, 
2006, rather than starting in the month of September. Of course, you are kindly asked to 
notify us as soon as you obtain employment. 

In a separate matter, it has come to my attention 
attempting to contact you with regard to the matter 
car apparently was ''willed" to you However, 
position to do that, since the car is in the name of the diocese. Please call 
the Chancery with regard to this issue. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely in Christ, 

~ .t-- : 
/ , / ( 

Rev. Joseph J. Tapella 
Vicar General 
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Redacted February 2014 

TMJA RECENT IDSTORY ON PHILIP DEDERA - Date ofBirth: - Ordained: 1111172 

4/16/02 - Placed on Disability and given a disability payment of$500.00 per • .oui030 
6/1102 - Placed on Administrative Leave of Absence and disability payment of $500.00 per 
month continues. 

12/09/02 -Bishop bnesch authorizes additional payment of $839.91 to be paid from the extra­
ordinary account in addition to $500 from the Clergy Disability account. Increases are to 
coincide with the clergy increases given in July every year. 

6/22/06 - Bishop Imesch sends a letter to Philip Dedera informing him all payments would be 
suspended effective 7/1106. He explained the Diocese had paid him a total of$67,676.16 over a 
four-year period. 

9/6/06 - Rev. Joseph Tapella authorizes $500.00 disability payment per month until, which time 
he can obtain employment. Payment is to be retro from 8/1106. 

During the years he was on disability, the Diocese paid his annual pension contribution of 
$1,500.00 from the extra-ordinary account. Under the new guidelines, 40 years of contributions 
are needed to qualify for a full pension benefit. He has 23 years of contributions paid by 
parishes and a total of 12 years paid by the Diocese (1996- 2007). 
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";.~~d.<~ 4 
The Tribunal Office . 001.. 0J1--'-------

ep~ . . 
I 3 I 0 Bridge Street 

joliet Illinois 60435-6399 

Philip J. Dedera 
P.O. Box­
Warrenville, IL 60555 

Dear Phil, 

s 15-722-2256 
Fax 815-722-6692 

I am writing on behalf of Bishop Sartain with regard to compensation for you. The $500 
monthly payment to you will be continued and you will be paid beginning as of the 
month of October. I hope this will be of help to you. 

When you turn 65 years of age, you will be eligible for a pension, according to the 
percentage allowed for early retirement. · 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely in Christ, 

~ T t?} . 
Rev. Joseph J. Tapella 
Vicar General 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

This is to acknowledge that I have received and reviewed a copy of 

~he Pastoral Policy Regarding Sexual Abuse of Minors 

~he Standards of Behavior for Those Working with Minors 

001.032 

I understand that I am responsible to become familiar with the contents of 
the above documents. I agree to abide by and to conduct myself in 
complete accord with them. 

(Please print clearly) 

Name a t{ I I p .,_J 
Position ---------------------------------------------
Agency, parish, institution ---------------------------------

Forms completed by clergy are to be sent to the Chancery. 
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786 

001.03.3 

Background Inquiry Release 
In connection with changes in Diocesan Policy, I understand that investigative inquiries on my background, in accordance with 
aJI state and federal laws, will be made on me, including information as to my personal character, mode of living, general 
reputation, and other qualities pertinent to my service. 

I understand that the Diocese of Joliet and/or the source they have chosen may make inquiries, including criminal history and 
driving history. Furthermore, I understand that the Diocese of Joliet and/or the source they have chosen may request information 
from various federal, state and other agencies that maintain records concerning my past criminal history and driving history. 

I authorize, without reservation, any party, including, but not limited to, Jaw enforcement agencies, state agencies and private 
information bureaus and repositories, contacted by the Diocese of Joliet and/or the source they have chosen to furnish any and all 
of the above mentioned information. In addition, I hereby release the Diocese of Joliet and the source they have chosen from any 
and all liability for damages arising from the investigation and disclosure of the requested information. I further release and 
discharge all liability from all companies, agencies, officials, officers, employees and other persons, who, in good faith, provide 
to the Diocese of Joliet and'or the source they have chosen the above mentioned information as requested, in order to 
successfully complete a background investigation. I will allow a photocopy of this authorization to be as valid as the original for 
purposes as determined necessary by the Diocese of Joliet and/or the source they have chosen. 

*I understand that date of Birth, Sex and Race are being requested only for the purpose or identification in obtaining 
"'t't'nr"t" retrieval or records and will not be used for discrimina 

DRIVER'S LICENSE# 

*DATE OF BIRTH 

OCIAL SECURITY # 

SEX~·RACE~~~~ 

SIGNATUru:...:~~~~bL--+~~~~~_3_/j_!L) I 

NAME PRINTED B.c l { c p ~ })e ~f'c" 

Background Checked :1 . ../ ~ o 'I 

No Record Found 
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TMJA ILLINOIS STATE POLICE 

Information & Technology Command 
Bureau of I dentification 

Page: 1 of 1 

260 North Chicago Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60432 

ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF JOLIET IN IL. 
425 SUMMIT ST. 
JOLIET, IL 60435 

001.03~ 

ACCOUNT STATEMENT BY COST CENTER 

Start date: 03/01/04 
End date: 03/31/04 

Cost Center: 2314 

OR:I : MS 0 3 0 7 4 6 5 

ACCOUNT DEBITS 

Act_ . cy Subm . 
Date Na.me TCN 

03/12/04 UCIA RFTlllOOOl445960 

UClA RFTlll000l44 5961 

03/12/04 UCIA RFTlll0001445962 

ACCOUNT PAYMENTS 

Activity 
Date Payment Type 

03/22/04 CHECK 

Beginning Balance : $97.00 

$200.00 End.ing Balance: 

Cost Center Name:MODEM AGENCY 

Agency Name: ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF JOLIET IN IL. 

Subject Result Sent Fee 
Name Resul.t Date To Waived Resubm. 

DEDERA, PHILLIP J State 

~ State 

State 

Comments 

DEPOSIT 179 03/22/04 TMD 

Amount 

<$7.00> 

<$7.00> 

<$7.00 > 

Amount 

$124.00 



Released April 2014

( 

·( 

FR. DEDERA SCAN FROM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 788 
Redacted February 2014 

TMJA 0 lJJl.03 r? 
I was a 5th grader at St. Pius ·. 

my friends talking about Father Phil and what a great 
guy he was, how he liked to spend time with the kids and play ball with them at recess 
and just a nice guy. I believe it was at the end of my 6th grade year which was in May of 
1979. I remember being in Father Phil's room at the rectory. I don't remember exactly 
how it happened but I remember Father Phil · about sex. I · 
pants down and Father Phil touching my 

June 13, 2009 -
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Douglas F. Spesia 
E. K~nt Ayers 
John R. Ardaugh 
Jam~ C. Byrne 
John M. Spesia 
Ouistia.n G. Spesia 
JeffreyS. Taylor 
Martin J. Shanahan, Jr. 
Mark A. Lichtenwalter 
Gabriel G. Orenic 
Michael R. Stiff 
Tricia M. Pellegrini 
Michael S. Hopkins 

OfCowuel: 

Thomas M. Ewert 
Kent Slater 

Mr. Alex F. McGimpsey III 

SPESIA, AYERS 
& 

ARDAUGH 
Attorneys at Law 

October 26, 2009 

Assistant State ~ s Attorney - Criminal Division 
DuPage County States Attorney 
503 N. County Farm Road 
\Vheaton, Illinois 60187 

Re: 

( 
Dear Mr. McGimpsey: 

789 

1415 Black Road 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Ph 815.726.4311 
Fx 815.726.6828 

www.spesia-ayers.com 

As you are aware, the Diocese has a policy of notifying the State's Attorney when it learns of 
allegations of child sexual abuse against clergy and/or lay persons except when the alleged 
perpetrator is deceased. 

Pursuant to that policy I wish to inform you that a notified the 
Diocese that he was sexually abused in approximately 1 at us X School in Lombard, at 
which time he was in approximately the fifth grade and the abuse was by a Father Phil Dedera. 

s address is as follows: 

is represented by legal counsel as follows: 

Marc Pearlman 
70 W. Madison Street, Suite 5350 
Chicago, IL 60620 
(312) 261 -4550 

Established 1899 
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Mr. Alex McGimpsey 
October 26, 2009 
Page2 

SPESIA, AYERS 
& 

ARDAUGH 
Attorneys at Law 

790 

Father Phil Dedera has been removed from ministry a number of years ago because of other 
allegations of child sexual abuse. 

Father Dedera's last known address is: 

If you need any further information, do not hesitate to calL 

JCB/skm 
cc: Sister Judith Davies, OSF 

My Best Regards, 

SPESIA, AYERS & ARDAUGH 

B~~ (<)L}~ 
James C. Byrne 

Established 1899 
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• ct'' 
_D_io_c_e_s_e_o_f_J_o_li_e_t _________ ·_·_· --~ , . _QU:i040. __ 
Office of the Bishop 

425 Summit St. 81 5-722-6606 
Joliet. Illinois 60435 

PhilipJ. ~a 
P.O. Box­
Warrenville, IL 60555 

Dear Phil, 

Fax 815-722-6632 

December 22, 2009 

Thanks for your recent Christmas card and words of greeting for 
Christmas. I most especially appreciate your daily prayers, as I do want to be the 
kind of Bishop the Lord calls me to be and to act humbly in all things. I pray that I 
put myself at his disposal each day in precisely the way that he desires, and I ask 
that he continue to bless you with his peace and guidance. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend J. Peter Sartain 
Bishop of Joliet 
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~y you rest in the peace of believing 

and the joy of receiving 

the gifts that our Savior has given. 

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life. /OHI'< l:JA x1v 




