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Dear Father, 

MISC. RECORDS OF BISHOP IMESCH (IO O \ill 

April 29, 2002 

Please print this letter in your bulletin this Sunday or enclose it 
as a separate letter. 

If you feel comfortable, I would encourage you to say 
something in your own words about clerical sexual abuse. 

I know this is a difficult time for you and for the entire Church. 
I know our people appreciate your ministry, as do I. Please pray for all of the 
victims of abuse and for those who are responsible. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

It is with great pain and anguish that I write this letter to you. 
Never in my life did I think that I would need to address once again the 
abuse of children by the clergy. The continuing reports of clergy sexual 
abuse throughout the country have damaged the trust and confidence of 
many people. 

My heart goes out to the victims of abuse, the ones whose 
innocence has been taken advantage of. I pray for them and for their 
welfare. I am concerned also about the erosion of trust that has affected 
many good priests who daily carry on their ministry. 

Since 1990, the Diocese of Joliet has had a policy on sexual 
misconduct. The policy has been revised twice and is undergoing another 
review. The policy is available on our diocesan website: dioceseofjoliet.org. 

A special review committee including a former judge, a 
psychiatrist, two professional counselors and a priest, evaluates an of the 
allegations received. When a credible allegation is made, the accused is 
removed from his present assignment, an evaluation is ordered and the 
Department of Children and Family Services is notified when required. 

My concern is for the welfare of all of our children. I want the 
diocese to ensure that all children are safe from sexual abuse. For a number 
of years all of our seminarian and diaconal candidates have undergone 
psychological testing before admission. We will continue to monitor our 
priests, deacons and seminarians to ensure the safety of cur children. 

The sexual abuse of individuals is both harmful and sinful. The 
reports of clerical sexual abuse are not only disturbing to the faithful, they 
are also damaging and embarrassing to the vast majority of our good priests 
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who have committed themselves to daily service of our people. We need to 
support priests whose ministry has been diminished by the terrible acts of a 
few priests. 

If there is anyone who has suffered abuse from a member of the 
clergy, I ask you to please come forward. The diocese wishes to offer 
professional counseling assistance to you. 

I affirm the five principles first announced by the bishops in 
1992: 

1. Respond promptly to all allegations of abuse where there is reason to 
believe that abuse has occurred. 

2. If such an allegation is supported by sufficient evidence, relieve the 
alleged offender promptly from his ministerial duties and refer him for 
appropriate medical evaluation and intervention. 

3. Comply with the obligations of civil law as regards to reporting of the 
incident and cooperating with the investigation. 

4. Reach out to the victims and their families and communicate sincere 
commitment to their spiritual and emotional well-being. 

5. Within the confines of respect for privacy of the individuals involved, 
deal as openly as possible with the members of the community. 

I ask your prayers for everyone in these troubling times. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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April 28, 2002 

Dear Parishioners of St. Isaac Jogues, 

This has been a challenging and difficult week for the Church, but I believe it was also 
a week of hope. As you know the Holy Father met with the leaders of the Church in the U.S. to express 
his grief over the tragedy of sexual misconduct and to direct all of us to make sure that this misconduct 
is never tolerated. 

The Diocese of Joliet and St. Isaac Jogues have not been spared the effect of this tragedy. 
You have undoubtedly seen news reports about Father Fred Lenczycki, who was removed from St. Isaac 
Jogues in 1984 after an allegation of misconduct with minors. I know that the publicity surrounding this 
and other past incidents involving priests from our diocese may be causing renewed pain to some in this 
parish. For this I am profoundly sorry. 

The reason for the publicity was that Father Fred was recently removed from his chaplain 
assignment because officials in St. Louis said they only recently became aware of the allegation. I want 
you to know that I personally spoke about Father Fred's past with John May, who was Archbishop of St. 
Louis at the time of Father Fred's assignment. I also want to tell you that Father Fred received treatment 
over a number of years and there have been no new allegations against him since he left your parish in 
1984. 

lt is always painful when these previously processed allegations of misconduct come to 
light again. But we cannot brush them aside. Rather we must take action in light of our new understanding 
of the issue and develop more stringent and aggressive policies and procedures. Like the Holy Father, we 
strive to balance our understanding that sexual misconduct with minors is a sin and a crime and our 
essential belief in Christian forgiveness. Finding the balance is sometimes a struggle. But we know we 
must always put the safety and welfare of chi ldren, and the needs of the victim, above all else. 

So, in this week of challenge and hope, the Diocese of Joliet is moving forward with 
renewed commitment to address the issue of sexual misconduct with minors. We are committed to: 

• • • • 
• 
• 
• 

always place the safety of children first; 
respond promptly to all allegations of abuse; 
cooperate with civil authorities; 
reach out to victims and their families with compassion to help facilitate their spiritual and 
emotional healing; 
communicate as openly as possible with the community while respecting the privacy of individuals 
involved; 
thoroughly review our policies, procedures and protocols to make sure they are as effective as 
possible in safeguarding children and meeting the needs of the victims; and 
conduct a supplementary review of all allegations reported to us, including re-examination of 
previously processed matters, to ensure that all matters have been reviewed in light of our most 
current processes and procedures on sexual misconduct with minors. 

You are all in my prayers. 1 ask you to join me in praying for all who are affected by 
abuse and in asking God to grant them healing and peace. I know that with His help we can put this 
tragedy behind us and continue to do God's work. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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Contact: Sister Judith Davies, OSF -
DIOCESE OF JOLIET VOLUNTEERS 'TO RELEASE PREVIOUS ALLEGATIONS 

TO STATE AUTHORITIES AS PART OF CO:\-!MIT:'vt.EN1' TO F..ND CLERICAL S'EXUAL 
MlSCO:WUCT WlTII MINORS 

. . 
Joliet, Ill., April 25, 2002 - The Dioces~ of Joliet will voluntarily tum over to the Will County Stnte's 
Anomey and tho DuPage County State's Attorney ell al legations of sexual misconduct with a minor made 
between 1970 and 2002 ngainst priestc; who have served in the diocese . 

• i; 

The decision to release the information is pm of a plnn of action bc.ng developed by the diocese to put an 
end to the tragedy of child sexual abuse by priests, Bishop Joseph Tmesch said. 

"We agree with tho Holy Father that child sexual abuse is n:sin and s. crime and will not be tolerated," 
Bishop Imosch said. "We also o.cknowledge that in retrospect. some of our past actions were inconsistent 
with our goals to protect children and act responsibly end com?assion11tely toward victims. As we move 
forward, we pledge to do everything in our power make sure no child is at risk and that the interes-.s of the 
victim .uc a.I ways put first" 

Besides ruming over all Allegations of sexuel abuse - those 1hnt aro sub!itl!ntiated and those that are not -
the diocese has begun a thorough roviow of its policies o.nd procedures for handling sexual misconduct 
allegations. Among the steps under consideration is the fonnation of an independent advisory group to 
review diocesan policies on 11exual· misconduct. The group would include lay members such as child 
welfare professionals ns well as et least one survivor or a parent of n survivor of child sexual abuse. 

·'-~e recognize thnt this issue h; vitally important,'taid Sister Judith 
Davies, OSF, Chancellor of the-Joliet Diocese. "Therefore, we ful ly intend to bring all our resources to 
bear to safeguntd children as we move forward. Part of our C:ommitmont Involves invit(ng the input of the 
laity and we are urging people w ith an interest in helping to contact us. We will consider all ideas .... 

Bishop Jm.~ch said that the diocese realizes that by tu ming over tile!<, more past sflegations ma)' come to 
light. 

" We know this mAy call.5c pain ·for victirns and their fomilie~, as well as for our parishioners. For that we 
nre profoundly sorry," he said. "But we truly bel ieve that the only way we cttn he.it! and move forward is 
to thoroughly review the pl\51: and be as open as \\C can, whl~e protecting the privacy of victims who 
chooso confidentiality." · 

In revi~ing il'I policies ano procedures., the Diocese of Joliet will continue to Jook to the direction set 83 

a result of tho recent gathering of Cardinals Ln Rome as well a.q any guidelines that result from the 
bishop's meeting in D11llas in June. 

"In the mean time, we are immediately taking what we believe are essentinl steps to help past viciims and 
to ensure that th is never. ever hap~s again." snid l:nesch. 

t,._J J.I ,,,, ., 
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Sr. Judith Davies 

From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

<jdavies@dioceseo o 1et.org> 
"Peter Barry• <peter@pcipr.com> 
Friday, June 21 , 2002 1 :36 PM 
Gibbs statement 

Statement on Father Lawrence Gibbs related to unsealed court documents. 

(100 :l o 

I would never knowingly transfer a priest with a record of sexual abuse. In the matter of Father Lawrence Gibbs, 
he was transferred only after two things happened: one - an investigation by civil authorities found no evidence of 
sexual abuse and, two - a psychological evaluation determined that there was no reason to teStriet Father Gibbs 
from minisUy. My actions were based on the findings and recommendations of these profes.sionals. 

f<.c /Ylcve 
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Ryan gets 
free rein 
to hire for 
state jobs 
By Rudolph Bush 
Tribune staff reponer 

Gov. George Ryan received 
the go-aboad Tuesday to im 
plement controversial new 
hiring rules that critics say 
will allow him to pack the 
state payroll with political al· 
lies on his way out of office. 

Under the changes, ~Jl· 
proved in a party-line11ote by a 
joint legislative committee. 
.Ryan gai11s the power to qwck.· 

1 ly fill hundreds of vacant statt? 
jobs. 

Those hired cannot be fired 
by Ryan's successor for at 
leasl four y~ars 

Both canclidates for gover 
nor, Republican .Jim Ryan and 
Democrat Rod Blagojevich, 
have attacked the changes as 
undermining personnel decl· 
sions that the state's next chief 
executive is en titled to make. 

BlagoJevich called it a "a 
blatant attempt by the current 
adminisUation to protect 

· highly paid, highly political 

I PLEASE SEE RYAN, PAGE 6 

_ .'SUnllght,n by }U· 

----~ ... - wv<>L uf them suf Islam, formerly known as PLEAS£SEE MEMORIAL, PAGE 6 

Fire destroys Lockport restaurant 
A fire early Tuesday gutted Billf s CharHouse Restaurant on State Street south of Oivisioh 
Street in Lockport. Smoke was reported coming from the brick building about 3:40 a.m. Fir• 
fighters from Lockport and nearby communities sp~nt four hours putting out the blaze. 

5 men sue ex-priest, Joliet diocese 
By Stantey Ziemba 
Tribune staff reporter 

five men who allege they 
were sexnally abused as chil
dren by a.Joliet priest in tbe 
1970s and 1980s have sued the 
CatbollcDioceseof JoUetand 
the fonn~ clergyman. 

The lawmlitseeking unspec
lfied damages alleges that the 

I 

then-Re1L Larry Mullins mo
lested the five boys between 
urn and 1987 whtle he was an 
associate pastor at the Cathe
dral of St. Raymond in Joliet. 

According to the complaint, 
filed in Will County Circuit 
court earller tbis week, the 
abuse, including ... offensive 
touching," took place while 
the five were pupils at St. Ray-

" 

mohd's School The lawstJ 
doesnof descn1le speciflcim 
dents or encounters but alle 
es that they took place whi 
Mlllliri.s was a.t St. Raymond 

The lawsuit · · 

PlEASE SEE DIOCESE, PAGE 2 
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DIOGESE: ·s11itcontehds, 'daused the pta! - ~ 
tiffs emotional. distress. N • ~ 

M"Ullins, 55, who was ~- < 
damed in 1977, was transrerrea ~ 
in 1987 to Immaculate Concep- ~ 
tion Church 1n Elmhurst and 
then was assigned in 1989 to St. 
M<!l'garet Mary Churen in Na
wrville. He ]''0'Jl1ain~d at St. 
•Marg~~lMatY Ul)tjl'J,993, Wl-i.en 
he left the min.istzy. 

Mullins l&ft the state in 1993 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 and ctni:ently :is vice gresidenl 

Man named 
in lawsuit left 
priesthood 
funs. The three other men are of industry development for the 
identified in. the complaint only International Electrical Con· 
as John Doe. Their real identi- tractors Association in Alexan
ties, bowove1~ have been provid- dria, Va., According to ·
ed to the dio~-EffortstoreaehM~ 
tb,e,ir iawyer, --- "TUeS'da.Y ::for c~mment w~re un-
of Joliet. successt\il . 

The lawsuit said diocesan of- In: a '5iat~moiit, diocesan offi,. 
fioials, including Joliet Bishop ciaIS said they first received aJ. 
Joseph Imescn "knew or should legations against Mullins. in No· 
ha\{e known" that Mullins was vember 1986. They added that 
unfit to serve as a priest and those compla1nts s~emmedfl'om 
we,re negltgent by not ~deq~ate· alfeged incidents at St.' Ray· 
ly supentising pis activities." mot\d hi th~ 11\te ~70$ ~nd in 
1"he llllei:ed negligence, t11e Jaw- 198(), 

"The allegatiol').S wete ban
dl~ consistent with tbe dioce
~ procedures at the tifue," the 
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ther Mullins received ::profes· 
sic;mal evaluation and t:l:rerapy, 
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':i'he diocese said it received 
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CHARTER-FOR THE PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

Preamble 

The Church in the United States is experiencing a crisis without precedent in our times. 
The sexual abuse of children and young people by some priests and bishops, and the ways 
in which we bishops addressed these crimes and sins, have caused enonnous pain, anger, 
and confusion. Innocent victims and their families have suffered terribly. In the past, 
secrecy has created an atmosphere that has inhibited the healing process and, in some 
cases, enabled sexually abusive behavior to be repeated. As bishops, we acknowledge our 
mistakes and our role in that suffering, and we apologize and take responsibility for too 
often failing victims and our people in the past. We also take responsibility for dealing 
with this problem strongly, consistently, and effectively in the future. From the depths of 
our hearts, we bishops express great sorrow and profound regret for what the Catholic 
people are enduring. 

We, who have been given the responsibility of shepherding God's people, will, with 
God's help and in full collaboration with our people, continue to work to restore the 
bonds of trust that unite us. Words alorie cannot accomplish this goal. It will begin with 
the actions we take here in our General Assembly and at home in our dioceses/eparchies. 

The damage caused by sexual abuse of minors is devastating and long-lasting. We reach 
out to those who suffer, but especially to the victims of sexual abuse and their families. 
We apologize to them for the grave harm that has been inflicted upon them, and we offer 
them our help for the future. In the light of so much suffering, healing and reconciliation 
are beyond human capacity alone. Only God's grace, mercy, and forgiveness can lead us 
forward, trusting Christ's promise: "for God all things are possible'' (Mt 19:26). 

The loss of trust becomes even more tragic when its consequence is a loss of the faith that 
we have a sacred duty to foster. We make our own the words of our Holy Father: that 
sexual abuse of young people is "by every standard wrong and rightly considered a crime 
by society; it is also an appalling sin in the eyes of God" (Address to the Cardinals of the 
United States and Conference Officers, April 23, 2002). 

The Conference of Bishops has been addressing the evil of sexual abuse of minors by a 
priest and, at its June 1992 meeting, established five principles to be followed (cf. Ad 
Hoc Committee on Sexual Abuse, National Conference of Catholic Bishops. Restoring 
Trust, November 1993). We also need to recognize that many dioceses and eparchies did 
implement in a responsible and timely fashion policies and procedures that have 
safeguarded children and young people. Many bishops did take appropriate steps to 
address clergy who were guilty of sexual misconduct. 

Let there now be no doubt or confusion on anyone's part: For us, your bishops, our 
obligation to protect children and young people and to prevent sexual abuse flows from 
the mission and example given to us by Jesus Christ himself, in whose name we serve. 
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Jesus showed constant care for the vulnerable. He inaugurated his ministry with these 
words of the Prophet Isaiah: 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me 

to bring glad tidings to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives 

and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, 

and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord. (Lk 4: 18) 

In Matthew 25, the Lord made this part of his commission to his apostles and disciples 
when he told them that whenever they showed mercy and compassion to the least ones, 
they showed it to him. 

Jesus extended this care in a tender and urgent way to children, rebuking his disciples for 
keeping them away from him: "Let the children come to me" (Mt 19: 14). And he uttered 
the grave warning about anyone who would lead the little ones astray, saying that it would 
be better for such a person "to have a great millstone hung around his neck and to be 
drowned in the depths of the sea" (Mt 18:6). 

We hear these words of the Lord as prophetic for this moment. With a firm determination 
to resolve this crisis, we bishops commit ourselves to a pastoral outreach to repair the 
breach with those who have suffered sexual abuse and with all the people of the Church. 
We renew our determination to provide safety and protection for children and young 
people in our church ministries and institutions. We pledge ourselves to act in a way that 
manifests our accountability to God, to his people, and to one another in this grave 
matter. We commit ourselves to do all we can to heal the trauma that victims/survivors 
and their families are suffering and the wound that the whole Church is experiencing. We 
acknowledge our need to be in dialogue with all Catholics, especially victims and parents, 
around this issue. By these actions, we want to demonstrate to the wider community that 
we comprehend the gravity of the sexual abuse of minors. 

To fulfill these goals, our dioceses/eparchies and our national conference, in a spirit of 
repentance and ren~wal, will adopt and implement policies based upon the following. 

To Promote Healing and Reconciliation with 
Victims/Survivors of Sexual Abuse of Minors 

ARTICLE 1. Dioceses/eparchies will reach out to victims/survivors and their families and 
demonstrate a sincere commitment to their spiritual and emotional well-being. The first 
obligation of the Church with regard to the victims is for healing and reconciliation. 
Where such outreach is not already in place and operative, each diocese/eparchy is to 
develop an outreach to every person who has been the victim of sexual abuse* as a minor 
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by anyone acting in the name of the Church, whether the abuse was recent or occurred 
many years in the past. This outreach will include provision of counseling, spiritual 
assistance, support groups, and other social services agreed upon by the victim and the 
diocese/eparchy. In cooperation with social service agencies and other churches, support 
groups for victims/survivors and others affected by abuse should be fostered and 
encouraged in every diocese/eparchy and in local parish communities. 

Through pastoral outreach to victims and their families, the diocesan/eparchial bishop or 
his representative will offer to meet with them, to listen with patience and compassion to 
their experiences and concerns, and to share the "profound sense of solidarity and 
concern" expressed by our Holy Father in his Address to the Cardinals of the United States 
and Conference Officers. This pastoral outreach by the bishop or his delegate will also be 
directed to faith communities in which the sexual abuse occurred. 

ARTICLE 2. Dioceses/eparchies will have mechanisms in place to respond promptly to 
any allegation where there is reason to believe that sexual abuse of a minor has occurred. 
Dioceses/eparchies will have a competent assistance coordinator to aid in the immediate 
pastoral care of persons who claim to have been sexually abused as minors by clergy or 
other church personnel. Dioceses/eparchies will also have a review board, the majority of 
whose members will be lay persons not in the employ of the diocese/eparchy. This board 
will assist the diocesan/eparchial bishop in assessing allegations and fitness for ministry, 
and will regularly review diocesan/eparchial policies and procedures for dealing with 
sexual abuse of minors. Also, the board can act both retrospectively and prospectively on 
these matters and give advice on all aspects ofresponses required in connection with these 
cases. The procedures for those making a complaint will be readily available in printed 
form and will be the subject of periodic public announcements. 

ARTICLE 3. Dioceses/eparchies will not enter into confidentiality agreements except for 
grave and substantial reasons brought forward by the victim/survivor and noted in the text 
of the agreement. 

To Guarantee an Effective Response to 
AUegations of Sexual Abuse of Minors 

ARTICLE 4. Dioceses/eparchies will report an allegation of sexual abuse of a person 
who is a minor to the public authorities. They will cooperate in their investigation in 
accord with the law of the jurisdiction in question. 

Dioceses/eparchies will cooperate with public authorities about reporting in cases when 
the person is no longer a minor. 

In every instance, dioceses/eparchies will advise victims of their right to make a report to 
public authorities and will support this right. 
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ARTICLE 5. We repeat the words of our Holy Father m h1s Address to the Cardinals of 
the United States and Conference Officers: ·'There is no place in the priesthood or 
religious life for those who would harm the young." 

When the preliminary investigation of a complaint (cc. 1717-1719) against a priest or 
deacon so indicates, the diocesan/eparchial bishop will relieve the alleged offender 
promptly of his ministerial duties (cf. c. 1722). The alleged offender will be referred for 
appropriate medical and psychological evaluation, so long as this does not interfere with 
the investigation by civil authorities. When the accusation has proved to be unfounded, 
every step possible will be taken to restore the good name of the priest or deacon. 

Where sexual abuse by a priest or a deacon is admitted or is established after an 
appropriate investigation in accord with canon law, the following will pertain: 

Diocesan/eparchial policy will provide that for even a single act of sexual 
abuse (see Article 1, note *) of a minor-past, present, or future-the 
offending priest or deacon will be permanently removed from ministry. In 
keeping with the stated purpose of this Charter, an offending priest or 
deacon will be offered professional assistance for his own healing and 
well-being, as well as for the purpose of prevention. 

• In every case, the processes provided for in canon law must be observed, 
and the various provisions of canon law must be considered (cf. Canonical 
Delicts Involving Sexual Misconduct and Dismissal from the Clerical 
State, 1995; cf. Letter from the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
May 18, 200 I). These provisions may include a request by the priest or 
deacon for dispensation from the obligation of holy orders and the loss of 
the clerical state, or a request by the bishop for dismissal from the clerical 
state even without the consent of the priest or deacon. For the sake of due 
process, the accused is to be encouraged to retain the assistance of civil 
and canonical counsel. When necessary, the diocese/eparchy will supply 
canonical counsel to a priest or deacon. 

• If the penalty of dismissal from the clerical state has not been applied (e.g., 
for reasons of advanced age or infirmity), the offender is to lead a life of 
prayer and penance. He will not be permitted to celebrate Mass publicly, to 
wear clerical garb, or to present himself publicly as a priest. 

ARTICLE 6. While the priestly commitment to the virtue of chastity and the gift of 
celibacy is well known, there will be clear and well-publicized diocesan/eparchial 
standards of ministerial behavior and appropriate boundaries for clergy and for any other 
church personnel in positions of trust who have regular contact with children and young 
people. 

ARTICLE 7. Each diocese/eparchy will develop a communications policy that reflects a 
commitment to transparency and openness. Within the confines of respect for the privacy 
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and the reputation of the individuals involved, dioceses/eparchies will deal as openly as 
possible with members of the community. This is especially so with regard to assisting 
and supporting parish communities directly affected by ministerial misconduct involving 
minors. 

To Ensure the Accountability of Our Procedures 

ARTICLE 8. To assist in the consistent application of these principles and to provide a 
vehicle of accountability and assistance to dioceses/eparchies in this matter, we authorize 
the establishment of an Office for Child and Youth Protection at our national 
headquarters. The tasks of this Office will include (1) assisting individual 
dioceses/eparchies in the implementation of"safe environment" programs (see Article 12 
below), (2) assisting provinces and regions in the development of appropriate 
mechanisms to audit adherence to policies, and (3) producing an annual public report on 
the progress made in implementing the standards in this Charter. This public report shall 
include the names of those dioceses/eparchies which, in the judgment of this Office, are 
not in compliance with the provisions and expectations of this Charter. This Office will 
have staffing sufficient to fulfill its basic purpose. Staff will consist of persons who are 
expert in the protection of minors; they will be appointed by the General Secretary of the 
Conference. 

ARTICLE 9. The work of the Office for Child and Youth Protection will be assisted and 
monitored by a Review Board, including parents, appointed by the Conference President 
and reporting directly to him. The Board will approve the annual report of the 
implementation of this Charter in each of our dioceses/eparchies, as well as any 
recommendations that emerge from this review, before the report is submitted to the 
President of the Conference and published. To understand the problem more fully and to 
enhance the effectiveness of our future response, the National Review Board will 
commission a comprehensive study of the causes and context of the current crisis. The 
Board will also commission a descriptive study, with the full cooperation of our 
dioceses/eparchies, of the nature and scope of the problem within the Catholic Church in 
the United States, including such data as statistics on perpetrators and victims. 

ARTICLE 10. The membership of the Ad Hoc Committee on Sexual Abuse will be 
reconstituted to include representation from all the episcopal regions of the country. 

ARTICLE 11. The President of the Conference will inform the Holy See of this Charter 
to indicate the manner in which we, the Catholic bishops, together with the entire Church 
in the United States, intend to address this present crisis. 

To Protect the Faithful in the Future 

ARTICLE 12. Dioceses/eparchies will establish "safe envirorunent" programs. They will 
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cooperate with parents, civil authorities, educators, and community organizations to 
provide education and training for children, youth, parents, ministers, educators, and 
others about ways to make and maintain a safe environment for children. 
Dioceses/eparchies will make clear to clergy and all members of the community the 
standards of conduct for clergy and other persons in positions of trust with regard to 
sexual abuse. 

ARTICLE 13. Dioceses/eparchies will evaluate the background of all diocesan/eparchial 
and parish personnel who have regular contact with minors. Specifically, they will utilize 
the resources of law enforcement and other community agencies. In addition, they will 
employ adequate screening and evaluative techniques in deciding the fitness of candidates 
for ordination (cf. National Conference of Catholic Bishops, Program of Priestly 
Formation, 1993, no. 513). 

ARTICLE 14. When a cleric is proposed for a new assignment, transfer, residence in 
another diocese/eparchy or diocese/eparchy in a country other than the United States, or 
residence in the local community of a religious institute, the sending bishop or major 
superior will forward and the receiving bishop or major superior will review-before 
assignment-an accurate and complete description of the cleric's record, including 
whether there is anything in his background or service that would raise questions about 
his fitness for ministry (cf. National Conference of Catholic Bishops and Conference of 
Major Superiors of Men, Proposed Guidelines on the Transfer or Assignment of Clergy 
and Religious, 1993). 

ARTICLE 15. The Ad Hoc Committee on Sexual Abuse and the Officers of the 
Conference of Major Superiors of Men will meet to determine how this Charter will be 
conveyed and established in the communities of religious men in the United States. 
Diocesan/eparchial bishops and major superiors of clerical institutes or their delegates 
will meet periodically to coordinate their roles concerning the issue of allegations made 
against a cleric member of a religious institute ministering in a diocese/eparchy. 

ARTICLE 16. Given the extent of the problem of the sexual abuse of minors in our 
society, we are willing to cooperate with other churches and ecclesial communities, other 
religious bodies, institutions of learning, and other interested organizations in conducting 
research in this area. 

ARTICLE 17. We pledge our complete cooperation with the Apostolic Visitation of our 
diocesan/eparchial seminaries and religious houses of formation recommended in the 
Interdicasterial Meeting with the Cardinals of the United States and the Conference 
Officers in April 2002. Unlike the previous visitation, these new visits will focus on the 
question of human formation for celibate chastity based on the criteria found in Pastores 
Dabo Vobis. We look forward to this opportunity to strengthen our priestly formation 
programs so that they may provide God's people with mature and holy priests. 
Dioceses/eparchies will develop systematic ongoing formation programs in keeping with 
the recent Conference document Basic Pian for the Ongoing Formation of Priests (2001) 
so as to assist priests in their living out of their vocation. 
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Conclusion 

In the midst of this terrible crisis of sexual abuse of young people by priests and bishops 
and how it has been dealt with by bishops, many other issues have been raised. In this 
Charter we focus specifically on the painful issue at hand. However, in this matter, we do 
wish to affirm our concern especially with regard to issues related to effective consultation 
of the laity and the participation of God's people in decision making that affects their well
being. 

We must increase our vigilance to prevent those few who might exploit the priesthood for 
their own immoral and criminal purposes from doing so. At the same time, we know that 
the sexual abuse of young people is not a problem inherent in the priesthood, nor are 
priests the only ones guilty of it. The vast majority of our priests are faithful in their 
ministry and happy in their vocation. Their people are enormously appreciative of the 
ministry provided by their priests. In the midst of trial, this remains a cause for rejoicing. 
We deeply regret that any of our decisions have obscured the good work of our priests, for 
which their people hold them in such respect. 

It is within this context of the essential soundness of the priesthood and of the deep faith of 
our brothers and sisters in the Church that we know that we can meet and resolve this 
crisis for now and the future. 

An essential means of dealing with the crisis is prayer for healing and reconciliation, and 
acts of reparation for the grave offense to God and the deep wound inflicted upon bis holy 
people. Closely connected to prayer and acts of reparation is the call to holiness oflife and 
the care of the diocesan/eparcbial bishop to ensure that he and his priests avail themselves 
of the proven ways of avoiding sin and growing in holiness of life. 

By what we have begun here today and by what we have stated and agreed to, 

We pledge most solemnly to one another and to you, God's people, that we will 
work to our utmost for the protection of children and youth. 

We pledge that we will devote to this goal the resources and personnel necessary 
to accomplish it. 

We pledge that we will do our best to ordain to the priesthood and put into 
positions of trust only those who share this commitment to protecting children and 
youth. 

We pledge that we will work toward healing and reconciliation for those sexually 
abused by clerics. 

We make these pledges with a humbling sense of our own limitations, relying on the help 
7 



( 

MISC. RECORDS RECEIVED FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET ON 7 -25-12 NO. 24 
MISC. RECORDS OF BISHOP IMESCH 

Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 
Released April 2014 ( t Q Q ! j 3 LJ 

of God and the support of his faithful priests and people to work with us to fulfill tnem. 

Above all we believe, in the words of St. Paul as cited by Pope John Paul II in April 
2002, that "where sin increased, grace overflowed all the more" (Rm 5:20). This is faith's 
message. With this faith, we are confident that we will not be conquered by evil but 
overcome evil with good (cf Rm 12:21). 

This charter is published for the dioceses/eparchies of the United States, and we bishops 
commit ourselves to its immediate implementation. It is to be reviewed in two years by 
the Conference of Bishops with the advice of the National Review Board created in 
Article 9 to ensure its effectiveness in resolving the problems of sexual abuse of minors 
by priests. 

*Cf. c. 1395, §2. Notice that a sexual offense violative of §2 need not be a complete act 
of intercourse, nor should the term necessarily be equated with the definitions of sexual 
abuse or other crimes in civil law. "Sexual abuse [includes] contacts or interactions 
between a child and an adult when the child is being used as an object of sexual 
gratification for the adult. A child is abused whether or not this activity involves explicit 
force, whether or not it involves genital or physical contact, whether or not is is initiated 
by the child, and whether or not there is discernible harmful outcome" (Canadian 
Conference of Bishops, From Pain to Hope, 1992, p. 20). If there is any doubt about 
whether a specific act fulfills this definition, the writings of recognized moral theologians 
should be consulted and, if necessary, the opinion of a recognized expert be obtained 
(Canonical Delicts Involving Sexual Misconduct and Dismissal from the Clerical State, 
1995, p. 6). We also note that diocesan/eparchial policies must be in accord with the civil 
law. 

The document Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People was developed 
by the Ad Hoc Committee on Sexual Abuse of the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB). It was approved by the full body of U.S. Catholic bishops at its June 
2002 General Meeting and has been authorized for publication by the undersigned. 

Msgr. William P. Fay 
General Secretary, .USCCB 

Scripture texts used in this work are taken from the New American Bible, copyright © 
1991, 1986, and 1970 by the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, DC 20017 
and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved. 

Copyright© 2002 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D .C. 
20017. This statement may be reproduced and publicly distributed for purposes of 
criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching, scholarship or research only. 
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u niversity of Notre Dame June L3, 2002, Dallas, Texas 

'I thank Archbishop Flynn and Monsignor Maniscalco for inviting me to speak lo you 
an<l with you today. For the past five months l, along with other Jay Catholics, have 
atlemptud lo speak to you, and occasionally with you, through the media. I far prefer 
the prest::nl fornm, where one's words cannot be edited to support a pre-existing story 
line with invisible headlines that read: 'New Eyjdencc of Catholic Church 
Decacleuce,' 'Church Cam1ot Do Anything Right' or 'Sec We Told You So.· Certainly 
in lite court of pub lic opinion the Church is now gui lty u11ti I proven otherwise. Nor 
should we be sw-priscd: We livo in a culture tbat permits everything, und forgjvos 
nothmg. The painful truth, of course, is that the media did not create this scando.I: We 
created it. Indeed, the mainstream media has done the Church o service by exposing 
that which was shrouded in darkness. Only in the light can truth prevail and healing 
and repentance begin. That tl1e media has focused with such intensity on the scandal 
is a kind of testimony, odd though it may be, to the fact that American society rightly 
expects more of the Churchmorc purity, more fidelity to the gospel, more 
compru;sion. more holiness. [n a way that is not always ha.lanced or fair, and certainly 
painful, the people arc nonetheless calling the Church to purify itself and to be its best 
o;;cJ fl he image of the compassionate God in the midst of the world. Did I say WE 

rcatcd this crisis? T speak only for myself, not for the 60 million-plus laity, man y of 
whom may protest: 'We' did not create this scandal! the pedophile priests created it; 
the bishops who reassigned them and deceived not only the unsuspecting parishioners 
but also, incredibly, their fellow pastors and bishops, created it. Surely the laity is 
innocent and has every right to be outraged. 

And of course Lhey are right: the laity did not create this crisis: indeed, some of the 
laity are lht.: t.lirect victims of the crisis1 while many, many others, including the 
disadvantaged and U1ose most in need of social and pastoral assistance, arc threatened 
wilh the reduction of services provided by the Church as assets get re-routed to cover 
the legal costs of Lbe abuse. 

Whal did create this crisis? The root of the problem is the lack of accountability on 
the part of the bishops, which allowed a severe moral failure on the part of some 
priesls and bishops to put the legacy, reputation and good work ofU1e Church in peril. 
TI1e Lack of accountability, in rum, was fostered by a closed clerical culture that 
infects the priestbood, isolating some priests and bishops from the faithful and from 
one another. No one can safely generalize about a group as huge, complex and 
amorphous as 'the laity.' re is also wrong to generalize about 'you; the bishops. 
Indeed, many of 'you· arc not only blameless in the current scandal_ you have acted 
honorably in the incredibly difficult balancing act you are called upon to perform. 
You did not protect abusive priests, nor have you atcempccd to circle the wagons or 
clamp down on lay · dissenc, · when outragd parishioners and priests in recem monr.hs 
demanded accountability for episcopal misdeeds. Other bishops, however, have 
behaved atrociously, angering fellow bishops and prieslS, whose reputations have 

ceo tarnished by lhose whose actions have been marked by arrogance, lack of 
tepentance, and repeated failure to be collegial and consultative, exc~L in an upward 
direction. Archbishop Flynn and MonsignorManiscalco asked - and me to 
address the question: What's aL stake in the present crisis? \Vhat s at stake is the 
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~A?!lu~PS'rle' f~g\cy; al stake is the reputation of the priesthood; at risk is the moraJ 
fl~aCl*.1thorily of the bishops, and the Church's credibility on social justice as (JO Qt, 3 ~ 
well a~ sexual teaching. Whether the Catholic Church as currently governed and .._ 
1a.naged can proclaim the gospel efTcctivcly in this miLieu is an open question. The 

1aily must always be receptive to frank talk from our bishops about our own failings. 
And in thal same spirit of candor, borne not of spite, but of love for the Church and 
respect for your office, we must reproach you for your attitudes and behavior that 
have given scandal to the faithful, especially to tbe young. A good friend of mine, 
hearing 1 wouJd be addressing you, sent the following message: 

' You and I arc the father of teenagers who are experiencing all that teenagers 
experience. Our children struggle with lhe whole concept of Chw·ch, the nature of 
God. the tradition into which Lhey've been born. I am confident that God wiJl speak to 
each of chem at some point in lheir llves, perhaps \\hen I.bey are ready to listen. 
Sooner better than later. But you and T both know that, above all else, teenagers hate 
hypoc1isy. Like Holden Caufiekl in The Catcher in the Rye, they will spot a phony 
from miles away. And right now they are thinking thal if th.is is what is going on with 
the Church, I want no part ofit.' \Vhen Jesus withdrew temporarily from the crowds 
and led his apostles to Caesarca Phillippi, he posed two questions to lhem: What arc 
Lhe people saymg about me? Anti who do you say that I am? Today, after five months 
of unrelenting revelations of clerical and episcopal misdeeds, one is compeJled to ask: 
What are they saying about you, U1e successors to the apostles? I don't think the 
suspense will be broken if we admit that at this particular moment in American 
history, they are NOT comparing you to Christ and his apostles. 

They are saying, rather, tbat this scandal is only incidentally about the terrible sin and 
crime of the sexual abuse of minors by a small minority of priests; that the underlying 
scandal is the behavior and attitudes of the Catholic bishopsnorjust THENten or 

"; fteen or twenty years ago, when the abusive priests were reassigned, bul even NOW, 
.. fter all the sorry revelations to date! They are saying that the bishops, t::vtm now, 
have not yet engaged the victims in a way that conveys lhat the Chu1ch begins to 
comprehend the profoundly devastating effect of sexual abuse al the hands of a priest, 
one whose hands also consecrate the Eucharist, bapti:t.e the infant and forgive the 
sinner. If a bishop had any idea how soul-shattering the Joss of self-esteem, how deep 
the wounds of betrayal, the people arc saying, he could never have contemplated, 
even for a moment, putting other children in jeopardy by relinquishing his moral 
authority ro a therapist, or by bowing to the pressure of the pastoral need for active 
priests or, what is worse, by being governed by a misguided sense of syrnpathy for 
brother priests . 

They are saying, most distressingly, that tile seminaries and the priesthood have been 
made vulnerab le to the unstable and to the immoral; and lhat (some of) you bishops 
arc complicit w this development. 

They arc saying whal months ago would have been unthinkablethat the Church is nol 
safe for the innocent, the young, the vulnerabletbat it is morally bankrupt. 
Astonishingly, they are saying this o f the Church whose priests and religious have 
nurtured the weak, fed the hungry, educated and formed generations ofimmigrants 
and their children and grandchildren. They are saying this about the bishops. who 
have spoken the truth before the political powers of this nation and '.\hO conunue to 
testify on behalf of the marginalized, the weak, the unborn and the other defenseless 
ones in American socictythey are saying this of the priests and women religious and 
lay ministers who built vast expanses of the social service infrastructure of this nation 
"'nd who contributed lo some of its most glorious achievements as a democratic 
..:>ciety! They are saying that the failures of the hierarchy extend to your arrogation of 

unchecked auU1orit} over finances and legal strategics, extending to cover-ups and 
fiscal malfeasance. 
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their ecclesial opponents for the disgrace that has been visited upon them. 

They are saying that you are divided among yourselves, and that some of you even 
take pleasure or comfort in the travails of rival bishops. 

I am saddened to report, from our perch here ar the Texan equivalent of Caesarea 
Philippi, that they arc saying all of these things. And let us not even consider what our 
enemies are saying! And what are your priests saying? Not much; they are reeling, 
suffering untold pain; and they would be in hiding, shamefaced and feeling 
abandoned, were it not for some of you and for their parishioners. The people to 
whom these more t11an 40,000 priests daily minister, knowing that Lheir pnests are 
good, heroic, and often holy men, refuse to hold them accountable for the egregious 
sins of the fe'v'.. fn their colJective wisdom, the faithful hold priests accountable for 
their behaviorno more no less. They want to know if the priest keeps his promises and 
vows, if he remains celibate whatever his sexual orientation, and if he is kind and 
filled with the spirit of self-denyi11g love. 

On Lhis matter of reassigning predator priests, the apologies issuing from bishops and 
cardinals will not be heard unless and until they go beyond the rhetoric of ' mistakes 
and errors' and name the protection of abusive priests for what 1t is-- a sin, born of the 
arrogance of power. The bitter fruit of clericalism is the often unreflected upon 
assumption that by virtue of ordination alone a priest is spiritually and morally 
superior to the laity. 

This is difficult fo r some of you to hear, and some of you will refuse, even now, to 
listen to it. But T remind you that a remarkable, and to my mind encouragmg, 

eveloprnent in response to the danger we now face is the fact that Catholics on the 
right, and the leO, and in the ' deep middle' all are in basic agreement as to lbe causes 
oflhis scandal· a betrayal of fidelity enabled by the arrogance that comes wfrh 
unchecked power. Karl Raimer said that one of the most devastating effects of sin is 
Lhe sinner's inabilily to recognize his behavior as sinful. Sin's cloaking of its presence 
occurs whenever a bishop, archbishop or cardinal. assumes quieUy thal he is 
accountable co no one hut God and the Holy Father-- that only he, as successor to the 
apostles, knows what is best for the Church. This is an outrageous assumption, and it 
is the deepest source of the anger currently being unleashed upon all of you, 
including, unfairly, those of you who have overcome the temptation to lhe sin of 
c lericalism in your own ministries. The role of women in the church is a topic that 
deserves full and separate consideration; but the marginalization of women, wherever 
it exists in the Church. counts among the most devastating effects of clericalism on 
the morale and vitality of the People of God. Women are outsiders on two counts, 
bemg neither male nor ordained. and so are among the most frequent recipients of the 
aloofness and disregard chat is a sign of clericalism. Given that women religious and 
lay women not only helped build the Church in this country but have been the 
primary formers of faith in children from birth to adulthood, we cannot afford to lose 
credibility on questions of sex and gender. But that credibility has been shattered by 
the current crisis. Faced with this litany of accusations, the world wants to know one 
thing: Why would anyone in his right mind want to be a Catholic bishop today? 

My concluding remarks proceed upon the assumption that each of you has a 
compelling answer to that question, and is prepared to defend the Church and the 
episcopacy with all your heart and mind and will. 

,vbere is the path out of this disaster? l do not envy you the enormously difficult 
decisions before you, and I will not presume to suggest how you should vote on the 
controversial provisions of the draft document prepared by the Ad Hoc conunittee. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2002/06/ l 3/national/14APPL-TEXT.html ?pagewanted=print&position=top 6/ l 4/02 
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But allow me to make three ~§Mp~~~~!~~ JM~~CH 
-~5t~~ry't<Hg crisjs is primarily a moral crisjs. It is also, now, a pastoral crisis and 
Fhtleamrt~innal crisis, the latter entailing complex financial and legal considerations. 
These three dimensions of the Church's presence in U.S. society are interrelated. Loss 

f confidence in the moral judgment of some of the priests and bishops places the 
.;burch in a vulnerable position vis-a-vis the legaJ system and the civil authorities, ( J 0 0 11 3, 
who will no longer give the Church a wide berth when it comes to the conduct of its 
'employees.· 

These various dimensions of the crisis are addressed in a document entitled 
"Challenges and Opportunities Arising from the Current Crisis,' "'hich Father Edward 
Malloy, C.S.C., president of the university of Notre Dame, sent to aJI the U.S. 
Catholic bishops on May 22. The document was prepared by a Church Study 
Committee appointed by Father Malloy. We have grouped our reflections under three 
headings: restoring lrusl, exercising stewardship, aud seeking wisdom. In my full text 
l summarize our recomm~ndations, but I urge you to consider the report carefully. 

2. The Church, institutionally, is a unique presence in American history. Il is noL a 
public trnst in the legal sense, but it clearly has a public face and acts as a public trust 
in the moral sense. The current crisis has removed any doubt th.at the Cburch in the 
United States must understand itself as a national body and act acwrtlingly. Th.is will 
not diminish but enhance fide lity to the local and universal Church. There is no threat 
of a Gallican model, one that privileges national over Roman, lbat is, wuvcrsaJ 
Jurisdiction. But has it ever been clearer to us that wbal occurs in U1e church m 
Boston, New York, or Los Angeles can have immediate repercussions for lite church 
m Iowa, Ohio, or Washington? And yet the crisis has also reveakd that the present 
procedures and structure of the USCCB are inadequate to address the governance of 
the Church on this level. 

' may be helpful if you explain lo the non-specialists, that is most all of us, at least in 
0

eneral terms, the relationship between the Vatican and the USCCB, and between 
canon law and civil law m this particular case. Rome has been very cautious, to say 
the least, m granting authority to the national episcopal conferences, and J believe that 
the laity have or will have difficulty understanding what appears lo be a 
countcrproductt ve level of oversight. Please pardon the question but it is a natural 
one: Are you not trusted by the Vatican? It seems incredible to the interested outsider 
that on matters of frutll and morals you would veer one millimeter from orthodoxy. 

Those of you who are canon lawyers know the challenge of applying canon law 
within a specific local and national cnviromnent. Tbe state and civil society in, say, 
Honduras, or Poland, present different challenges to the Church than does tbe U.S. 
government and legal system. To the extent possible, then, I urge you to fonnulate the 
policies that make the most sense for this environment, without anticipating how the 
Vaticru1 might respond. Let Rome be Rome; it will be, in any case. 

Thinking and acting nationally as well as Locally and universally wilJ enhaoce the 
Church's effectiveness and thus bolster its authority. Everyone is relieved that a 
national policy will be deliberated and adopted at this meeting; but will that policy 
have teeth? Will it be enforceable and enforced? ln the current climate it will not be 
enough to say no bishop would refuse to implement the new policies. Each bishop 
must be held d irectly accountable and his diocese evaluated for compliance on a 
regular basis. 

3. A new attitude toward lay leadership, supported by new or renewed structures. is 
ccessary. 

Although the laity is not to blame in lhc current crisis. our own consciences have not 
been entirely clear on other matters. A significant portion of Catholics in the pews 

http:/ /www.nytimes.com/2002/06/ 13/nationa1/l 4APPL-TEXT.html ?pagewa.nted=print&position=top 6114/02 



l\lll§:~ i~Mi1'MiQ fi~ <TcfriirQbQCESE OF JOLIET ON 7-25-12 ~ sai 6 

have been selectively ignoru\'f~~·f~~~n9~r~n9f. ~!§Jc1,Q~}M~~Gti111 be 
~~i,~~~sbs~fi~<f'l:h~ ev~nts of July ~ 968. At that fat~fu~ moment the majority of 
M~~li'.!Mholic laity openly d1sobeye<l authontative Church teaching; and the 
bishops, in tum, failed to persuade the majority of Catholics, including some priests 
nd religious, of the compelling truth of the Church's position. The laity pI"acticcd 

artificial birth control, had sex outside of marriage, and endured abortions at about the 
same rate as other Americans. (} 0 0 ' I 3 5 
The breakdown of Christian community, in short, opened the way to crisis. In the 
nearly forty years since the Second Vatican Council, despite the Council's call for 
greater participation by the laity in the mission of the Church, we allowed some of 
you to remain aloof from lay concerns, and to consolidate all significant decision
making in your office, including things unrelated to your teaching office in matters of 
faith and morals, things either beyond your competence or beyond your abi lity to 
judge in a disinterested manner. No one man can responsibly bear all burdens, 
perform all tasks, act with integrity and excellence as chief pastor and teacher, 
liturgist, confessor, administrator, .financial officer, supervisor of litigation. Not even 
a company of men, all cut from the same cloth. (Especially , perhaps, a company of 
men, all cut from the same cloth.) 

Despite the repeated objections of hundreds of Catholic journalists, theologians and 
historians active lay participation, including shared decision-making where 
appropriate, was left, like so much else in the Church, to the inclination of the local 
bishop or pastor. In some places lay councils and clergy-lay collaboration flourished, 
elsewhere they languishedmuch like the NCCB recommend~tions regarding sexual 
abuse policy a decade ago. The laity's hope, immediately following the Second 
Vatican Council, that collegiality would come to characterize moral and theological 
reflection, pastoral leadership and administrative decisions at every level of the 
Church, including lay-episcopal relations, diminished as we observed a steady erosion 
' f collegiality within the hierarchy itself. The post-conciliar era, as we all know, has 
.een a particularly mmultuous time for the Church in the United States. While parish 

life remains vital for practicing Catholics, the laity as a national body has experienced 
fragmentation, con.fusion, discontent and in-fighting as the gap between church and 
society has widened. Might the same also be said for the p1iests, the religious and the 
bishops? 

Indeed, these have been challenging at times, excrnciatingyears for those who are 
called to teach, defend and celebrate the Church's proclamation of God's offer and 
guarantee, thrOLlgh Jesus Christ, of redemption from sin and death. Nonetheless, the 
faithfol are just thatfilled with faith! Yesterday we believed in Christ, today we 
believe in Christ, and long after the current storm has passed we will continue to 
believe in Christ, from the depths of our being. V.l e will continue to believe in Christ, 
and in the Church, which has, in and from Christ, the words of eternal life and the 
model of authentic human ilomishing. Some have called for new canonical structures 
to faci litate lay involvement in the Church; these advocates note, conectly, that 
cunent structures such as diocesan pastoral collncils representing the laity and 
presbyteral councils representing priests have in many cases atrophied into 
uselessness, whether through benign neglect or deliberate suppressions. Such calls 
should be taken with much more seriousness than they have been taken in the past. I 
do not exaggerate by saying that the future of the Church in this country depends 
upon your sharing authority with the laity. I commend to you especially the editorial 
published in the Summer 2002 issue of Ciiurch magazine under the title 'A 
Purification Urgently Needed.' Alongside the many sound structural reforrns 
suggested by Monsignor 'Mumion, he notes that finance councils, and other kinds of 
c;tructures, did not prevent scandal, and new structures will not do so, either. BUT, he 

mtinues, church leadership was too narrowly conceived within those structtu-es and 
participation of the laity must be structured into the basic culture of the church 

through Vatican no1ms, bishops' procedures and ministry fonnation programsall 
three.· Finally, a word about the priests: the victims rightly complain that the bishops 

http://www.nytimes.com/2002/06/13/national/14.APPL-TEXT.html?pagewanted=print&position=top 6/14/02 
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seemed more worried about MJ~~ilfi~~~~iQf £l~~M~ laity 
~yet6'UYE?<Vtbtims of clerical sexual abuse and their families: we grieve with you 
~rtm~ ordeal you have suffered, and we pray that you will give healthy and 
holy people within the church a chance to work with you respectfully lo help heal the 
vounds as far as this is humanly possible. AND we also worry about the tens of 

.housands of priests who have never and would never abuse anyone· priests who (I 0 0 I 3 6 
today are afraid to show any kind of affection, priests who are paralyzed with fear, 
embarrassment and grief. We sympathize, too, with these good men, the trmocent, the 
unjustly tainted. Academics can be obscure; I have tned to avoid that occupational 
hazard in these rem:uks. But to restate my argument in the clearest possible terms: the 
crisis confronting the Church today cannot be understood, and thus not adequately 
addressed, apart from its setting in a wider range of problems that have been growing 
over the last 34 years. At the heart of these problems is the alienation of the hierarchy, 
and to a lesser degree many of lhe clergy, from ordinary lay women and lay men. 
Some commentators say that the root of this scandal is betrayal of purity and fidelity; 
others say it is the aloofuess of the bishops and the lack of transparency and 
accountability. They are both right: to be faithful co the church envisioned by the 
council fathers of Vatican IT, bishops and priests must trusl the laity, appropriately 
share authority with them, and open their financial, legal, administrnl ive practices and 
decisions to full visibility. They must give a compeJling account of the faith that is 
within them and address controversia l issues directly, in an open and collaborative 
spirit. 

An enormous mistake would be to adopt prudent, courageous and enforceable policies 
regarding sexual abuse at lhis meeting, and then think that the work of reform has 
been accomplished. The principles underlying tbe policies you will implement on 
sexual abusca return to strict discipline and moral oversight within the priesthood, a 
new regime of collaboration with laity marked by transparency and accountability, a 
firm resolve to pray together as a body of bishops and as individuals to root out 
"'lericnlism in tho priesthood and in lhe seminarytbese principles must be extended lo 

ll aspects of the life and service of the Catholic Church in the United States. 
Otherwise, the next scandal wiU come quickly on the heels of this one. 

Christ's promise that He wiJl not allow the forces of hell to prevail against the Church 
is disturbingly rel~vaut today. At such times it is worthwhile to recall the first line of 
lhe Secood Vatican Cow1cil's Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modem 
World. As the bi~hops gazed out upon the modem world with all its deeply troubling 
trends for people of faith, they proclaimed that 'The joys and the hopes, the griefs arid 
Lht: anxieties of U1e men ofthis age, especially those who are poor or in any way 
afflicted, these too, are the joys and hopes, the griefs and anxieties of tho followers or 
Christ.' The preparatory commission that drafted the document gave it the working 
title 'Luctus et Angor: On the Grief and the Anxiety.' One could sympathize, perhaps, 
with their point of view. But when the bishops gathered in council to consider the 
document, they gave it the title Gaudium et Spes: On the Joy a.ad the Hope. Tn the 
current cnsis God has given us a second chance to renew the church through the kind 
of joyful acttvc involvement of all Culholic women and mennot only the priests, 
bishops, and cardinnlsin every dimension of the Church's mission on earth. The 
promise of Vatican Il can yet be realized, if you wi II lead us in that endeavor. Despite 
the gathering stonn of materialism, hedonism and a culture of disbelief, the council 
fathers looked with joy and hope to the future. They did so in full .iwareness o f their 
own sinfulness and fai lures, but in full confidence that the Lord. by H1s suffering 
death and rising to new life, bas already overcome the world. Thus the bishops named 
the document Gaudium et Spes. Despite the regrettable failures of the People of God 
in the years since that hopefu l day, I continue to believe that they were right. 

Copyright 2002 The NeN York Times Company I PermssJOns l Privacy Poley 
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From: 
To: 
Cc: 

1oceseo oliet.org> 
<pbarry@pcipr.com>; <rmugalian@pcipr.com>; <rbarry@pcipr.com> 

Sent: a ur ay, une , 2002 4:32 PM 
Subject: JOLIET HERALD NEWS PIECE 6/15/02 

Sister Judith, 

Below is a commentary b~ that appeared in today's Joliet Herald 
News. I call your attention~ four paragraphs, in which h.e 
invites the Diocese of Joliet and Bishop Imesch to address a series of 
questions about priests who have been "defrocked in the past 20 years because 
of sexual misconduct or who were subjects of substantiated, credible 
allegations before they died." 

~ writes that he seeks to learn the number of people in the diocese 
~eported abuse by priests; how much the Diocese of Joliet has spent 
on settlements, counseling and legal fees. 

- also asserts that he is "troubled by reports" that former Joliet 
Diocese auxiliary Bishop and chancellor Daniel Ryan "engaged in inappropriate 
relationships with young men" and that Ryan still participates in 
confirmations, graduations and other ceremonies and is "still held in high 
regard by our diocese." 

Finally, - warns in his article that "the truth will emerge, with or 
without the"diOcese's cooperation" and that it will be "better for Catholics 
to hear admissions from the bishop himself rather than from other sources." 

We thought you and the Bishops should be aware of this article, in the event 
you receive inquiries about it from parishioners, priests or media, including 
- himself, who might decide to follow up by extending an invitation for 
the Bishop to participate in an interview with him to discuss his questions. 

Please let us know if you 'd like to discuss. 

******************************************************************** 
Bishops" plan is a start 

Published in the Herald News 06/15/02 

I come from a large Catholic family. rm the 
parents, devout Catholics to this day 
seminary for high school. 

UOO i15U 
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I'm not a Catholic-basher, nor am I on a Wttc 
priest who ever broke his vow of celibacy. 

But since April, when I met a man who was sexually abused by a Jol iet 
priest, rve been profoundly affected by stories of sexual abuse by Catholic 
priests and how bishops responded to the situations. 

I believe that some bishops, seminary rectors and other church leaders 
caused the current crisis. Instead of easing the suffering of people who were 
manipulated into sexual relationships, they treated victims and 
whistle-blowers with hostility. They failed to monitor their priests and 
allowed a culture of predators to thrive. 

On Friday, bishops did the best they could to respond to the crisis by 
adopting a policy that hopefully will prevent future abuses from taking 
place. Already in the Joliet Diocese, parishes are implementing new rules of 
their own: No priest or other adult shall ever be alone with a child, except 
in confession, for example. 

I feel that many priests committed crimes of sexual abuse because they 
believed they would get away with it, that their bishops would pressure 
families into remaining silent to avoid scandal. The z.ero-tolerance policy 
for future abuses hopefully will serve as a strong deterrent 

I also know that many victims opted not to report abuses until years later, 
a fact that hindered church leaders from properly assessing the scope of the 
problem. 

The Dallas conference showed that bishops got the message that laity will 
not tolerate sexual abuse in the priesthood. But this is just the beginning. 
Some Catholics are asking if church leaders couldn't responsibly deal with 
the obvious issue of sexual predators all these years, why should we trust 
them when it comes to other issues? 

It's hypocritical, to say the least, for an institution with such rigid 
views on issues like abortion, binh control and the death penalty to seek so 
much "wiggle room" for child molesters among its own ranks. Many believe the 
Catholic Church's credibility is shot when it comes to preaching about social 
issues. 

I think that before the people in the pews restore their trust in church 
leaders, some more bishops have to acknowledge their gross negligence. The 
only way they can do this is by stepping down. And bishops that have resigned 
after admitting they sexually abused minors, like of Palm 
Beach, Fla., should be defrocked. 

Here in Joliet. rm hopeful that Bishop Joseph Imesch will follow through 
on his pledges of reform. I'd like the bishop to acknowledge those priests, 
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in addition to Larry Gibbs, who were defrocked in the past 20 years because 
of sexual misconduct or who were subjects of substantiated, credible 
allegations before they died. 

rd like to know how many people in the diocese have reported claims of 
sexual abuse by priests, lay teachers in Catholic schools or other officials 
over the years. And rd like to know how much the diocese has spent on 
settlements, counseling for victims and legal fees. Any meaningful attempt to 
address the problem here must include a thorough study of its scope. 

rm troubled by reports that the Most Rev. Daniel Ryan, a former auxiliary 
bishop and chanceJlor of the Joliet Diocese, engaged in inappropriate 
relationships with young men. Ryan resigned, or "retired early," as bishop of 
Springfield in 1999 without admitting any wrongdoing. He is still held in 
high regard by our diocese, participating in confirmations, graduations and 
other ceremonie.s. 

This is a marathon, not a sprint. The truth will emerge, with or without 
the diocese's cooperation. It will be better for Catholics to hear admissions 
from the bishop himself than from other sources. 

06/15/02 

Page 3 of3 
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Shattered Vows: Crisis in the'OelflY 

JUNE 29, 2002 Worst kept secrets 
• Dtocese to reveal cases' 

Sexual abuse cases: Plenty of public inf onnation on cost 

15 Joliet Diocese priests Jutte 22. 2002 

(O~/llaHy pVbifsnea M:ly s. 2002) 

JOLIET - Pro:s~c1.1tors Md investigators chocking out clalm.s of sexua.I 
nusco11duc1 by Joliet Diocese priests had planty of public records to review 
even before the diocese a,.~ed to share some information from seal¢<! coun 
files, 

T11e Jolie.< 01ocese is telling state's auorney1 in Will ::snd DuPage counties 
about 16 priests accused of wrongdoing dating back to 1970 The diocese says 
it's telllni; authorities :about all priests accu1>ed of sexual misconduct. 

"Det~rmined or undetennined, credible or no1 cnsdibk, they will be turned 
over," dioceS40 otto:rnty James Byrne said during a court hearing fast woek. 

• Gibbs prompted red flags 
• Crrt1~ Church official wm 
compromised 

JUME 20,.2002 

• Judoe: U11s1;1al abus.o filee 
• Couple says son was 
abused 

JUNE 19, 20G2 
• lmasch defends decisions 

JUNE 16, 21>02 

• Doubts about Dallas 
• Ccnferel'lCe decision may 
affect Joflet Oiocsse pness 
• Bishops pfomisln9 to give 
parishioners bigger role 

JUNE 15, 2002 

•Compromise on abusive 
priests 

But casc:s involving 11t least 15 Joli"t Diocese prtests already have been • Commoritary: Bishops• 
documented io published reports. and some say the diocese isn't sharing claims plan is a strut 
made aboul priests by people who haven't also gone to authorities or taken JU Ne 14 2002 
ciVJI action. ' 

• B i&hops look at !heir own 
sins 

"They know :l lot more than they'n telling." said Joliet attom~ 
JUNE 13, W02 •••••I who has represented several plaintiffs wbo filed c1ViT"SUitS against 

the diocese. •Latty $ends measage to 
bishop 

The Herald News has l&mtified lS priests associated with the clioce.'5e who JUNE 12, 2002 
have either been convicted or charged with &ex orlmes, named as <kfenclants in • Bishops step into ha rsh 
civil lawsuits or recently removed from theU' m.lnistries by their diocese light 
because of past claims of inappropriate behavior. 

The 15 are not all necessarily ;unong the 16 that the diocese is telling 
pro~1ors about. One ptiest, for example. admi~d 10 having affairs with 
adult women and may therefore not be imiluded in me diocese's rePort abOUt 
clergy a~uml of having Inappropriate conracL whb minors. 

"There Is other Information and investigation rc:cord$ not covered by the 
protective order that can assist the scate's attorney In any investigation. The 
records are the results from private investigations as well as from media 
coverage in 1993 to 1995 and even now,'' Byrne argued in a motion filed In 
late: April. 

State's attorneys in Will and Di.IPa,ge c-0untles and the Illinois State Police an: 
investigafing the claims. The JolietDtocese covers DuPage, W!11, Kankakee:. 
Grundy, Kendall, 'ford and Iroquois counties. 

Th~ 15 prl~ts and Conner priestS accused of sei.;\i-1 misconduct that h:l.ve 

JUNE 11, 2002 

• lmesch urges some 
leniency 

JUNE9, 2002 

• Rev. Barrett is reinstated 
t1fter review 

JUNE 7, 2002 

•Judge to rule on abuse fltes 

JUNE 5, 2002 

• Bishops urge zero· 
tolerance 

MAY 31 , 2002 

• Remember sacrifice, 
devotion of our clergy 

MAY J0, 2002 

http://www.suburbanchicagonews.com/heraldnews/focus/churchabuse/050502dlocese.htm 7/23/02 
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been publicly named in court documents or by the diocese arc:: • Former Providence athlete 

becomes priest 

MAY 251 2002 

• The Rev. Gary Berthiaume: Berthiaume: sc:rved time in a Michigan prison • lmesch calls for inpvt on 
in 1978 for molesting a 12·y~ar-old altar boy. Bishop Joseph lmesch. leader of abuse cases 
the Joliet Diocese, was pastor of Berthiaume' s parish, Our Lady of Sorrows in MA y 22 2002 
Farmington Htlls, Mich., when the: boy was abused. Berthiaume later • 
transferred to the Cleveland Diocese, which suspended him April 8. • Joliet bishop rejects notion 

of cover·up 

In a 1999 lawsuit, an Ohio man accused Berthiaume and another priest of 
mole$ting him during the 1980s. Even though Berthiaume still answen:ld to 
church officials in Ohio, he served in the Joliet Diocese since 1987. He served 
at St. Irene church and school in Warrenville until the early 1990s. He was a 
chaplain at Good Samaritan Hospital in Downers Grove: for about 15 years 
until his suspension in April. He lives at the Cenacle, a Joliet Diocese retreat 
house in Warrenville. 

MAY 21 , 2002 

• Removed priest seived as 
police. tire chaplain 

MAY 19, 2002 

• Area pastor ousted 

MAY 1&, 2002 

• Bishops' meeting seen as 
crucial 

•The Rev. Phillip Dedera: Dedera, 56. ministered to youths in Romeoville. MA y 14 2002 
A St. Andrew's parishioner said Dedera was a "street priest" who spent a lot of . ' 
time with boys who were not involved with the church. • Ed1l~nal: Tough a buse 

reporting standards 

After St. Andrew, Dc:dcra served at St. Pius X in Lombard. Visitation in 
Elmhurst, St. Walter in Roselle, St. Scholastica in Woodridge, St Mary in 
Paxton, and St. Patrick in Momence. 

Tho Joliet Diocese said on April 12 that Oedera was suspended because of a 
recent allegation of sexual al;luse made by a pc:rson now over 40 years old, and 
that the allc:ged abuse occurred when Dedera was at St. Andr~w. The diocese 
:said it first learned of the: allegations on April 4. Dc:dera had been a chaplain 
for six years at Edward Hospital and for four years at St. Patrick Nursing 
Home, both in Naperville. Dc:dera is presently living outside the diocese. a 
dioc~san official said. 

•The Rev. John Furdek: Furdek. SO. was arrested in February 2000 in the 
parking lot of a fast-food restaurant in Racine County. Wis., on charges of 
enticement of a minor. Police said he possessed a small amount of marijuana. 
and anabolic steroids that he intended to sell to an investigator who posed 
on line as a 14·year-old boy. 

The sex charge was dropped, and a Wisconsin appellate court is considerins 
a number of Internet-related cases against people who argue thai authorities 
entrapped them. 

At the time of his arrest, Furdek was pastor of St. Alexander's Church in 
Villa Park. Furdek is a graduate: of Sacred Heart Grade: School. Joliet Catholic 
Academy and the College of St. Francis. Furdek lives in Chicago. 

•The Rev. Lawrence M. Gibbs: Gibbs, 57, is the most notorious Joliet 
Diocese priest accused of sexual abuse. He was a dc:fendant in lawsuits filed 

necessary 

MAY 12, 2002 

• Joliet diocese stands out 

MAY 10, 2002 

•State Senate: Toughen 
abuse law 

MAY 8, 2002 

• Diocese priest: 'l am 
Innocent' 
• Rockford Diocese 
discloses sexual misconduct 
by priest 

MAY6, 2002 

• Four more priesls removed 

MAY 5, 2002 

• Worst kept secrets 

MAY 4, 2002 

•A concern for all faiths 
• Setting boundaries ¢an 
protect kids 

MAY2, 2002 

•Abuse files to be unsealed 

MAY 1, 2002 

• Priest case hit a brick wall 
• Sixlh diocese-related priest 
suspended 

APRIL 28, 2002 

by three men represented by attorney Aeschliman, who claims Gibbs may have: • Clergy abuse problem 
abused 100 or more boys. plaguing many 

denominations 
• Commentary: Rumors run 

The Gibb:; case also provides the: $trongest evidence that Imesch reassigned a deep in ¢l~rgy crisis 
suspected child molester to other parishes where he abused other children. 

APRIL 27, 2002 

Gibbs was ordained in 1973 and served at St. Ambrose in Crest Hill , parishes •Prosecutors will investigate 

m. Glen Ellyn and Lombard, St. Joseph in Lockpo" St. Mary Immaculate in allegations ln d iocese paper& 
'., • Commentary: Zero 

Plainfield. St. Joseph in Rockdale, and Ss. Peter and Paul in Naperville. tnlor:an,_ nnl\1 w..i11 t" n" in 

http://www.suburbanchkagonews.comlheral dnews/focus/churchabuse/050502diocese.htm 7 /23/02 
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abuse crisis 

Glen Ellyn police first investigated Oibbs in 1978, but did not have sufficient APRIL 26, 2002 
evidence to arrest him. 

The Herald News obtained documents from Ciibbs' personnel file which show 

• Diocese hands over papers 

APRIL 25, 2002 

that church administrators had serious concerns about Gibbs' mental state • 8iShOP talks forgiveness; 
before he even entered the priesthood. One wrote that Gibbs "shows signs of man sees lawyers 
immaturity.• Another "question(ed) his ability to function as a pastor." APRIL 24, 2002 

On a psychiatric evaluation fonn for prospective priests. Gibbs responded LO 

the question, "I am very strongly attracted by members of my own sex," by 
answering, "True.· 

Records indicate that diocesan officials also had evidence supporting their 
decision to ordain Gibbs. In a May 1971 leuer to th1tn-Bishop Romeo 
Blanchette. a psychiatrist wrote. "It is my opinion that Mr. Oibbs is capable of 
conclnuing in the prie:5thood from n psy~hi~t.ric viewpoint." 

Gibbs left the priesthood after the civil suits were filed in me early 1990s. He 
is mamed and lives in Wood$tock in McHenry County. 

•The Rev. Carroll Howlim Howlin. 67, taught at St. Charles Borromeo 
Senunary. an all -boys high school near Lewis Un1versity in Romeoville The 
seminary closed in 19$1. 

.~ man in his 40s told Will County prosecutors on April 22 that Howlin 
sexually abused him during a camping trip in Wisconsin in the l970s. Another 
man's parents met with Imesch on April 9 and told the bishop that Howlin 
abused their son at the seminary and during a camping trip to Kentucky in 
1975. 

The diocese's two auxiliary bishops. the Rev. Roger Kaffer and James 
Fitzgerald , both headed the seminary at various times. 

Howlin spent the last 25 years ministering in impoverished, rural Kentucky. 
The diocese announced April 16 that Howlin was suspended from his ministry 
pending further review. Howlin Ii ves in Kentucky. 

•The Rev. Donald C. Kocher: Kocher. 66. was pastor of St. lsaac Joguc:s 
church and school in Hinsdale in 1984 when another priest was removed from 
the parish amid allegations of inappropriate behavior with minors. 

• 5th diocesan priest taken 
from minis1ry 
• Pope John Paul II calls sex 
abuse in the clergy ·a crime' 
•Vatican meeting addresses 
homosexuality in priesthood 

APRIL 23 .• 2002 

• Ex·Joltet priest placed on 
leave 
• L.00K1ng tor oh;ar p11:1n of 
action 

APRIL 22, 2002 

• Cardinals arrive in Vatican 
City 

APRIL 21, 2002 

• Victims urged to speak up 
•Where to get help 

APRIL 2.0, 2002 

•Clergy must report abuse? 

APRIL 19, 2002 

• Rev. Ress sorry for 
outburst 

APRIL 18, 2002 

• Bishop tells students about 
sex abuse issue 
• Priest faces suspension 
• When is an abuse 
allegation too old? 

APRIL 17, 20-02 

• More allegations fn diocese 

APRIL ,4, 2002 

• Shaken church meets 
• Editorial: Bishop's 
statement a step towafd 

In 1997, a 42-year-old married woman who worked at a Lombard parish with healing 
Kocher filed a civil lawsuit claiming she was fired after breaking off an affair APRIL 13, 2002 
with Kocher. In a deposition, Kocher admitted having affairs with about 12 .. Joliet Diocese removes 
adult women over a 20-year period. priest 

Kocher served at three other parishes. He lefc the priesthood in the late 
1990s. His last known address was in Kankakee County. 

• Letter from the Bishop 
• Commentary: Out in open 
best remedy for church 

APRll..12, 2002 

• Lewis brother adrnits past, 

•The Rev. Fred Lenczycki: Lenczycki. 57. was the priest accused in 1984 of steps down 
inappropriate behavior with at least nine altar boys at St. Isaac Jogues in APRIL 11. 2002 
Hinsdale. DuPage County authorities investigated the claims at the time, but • Joliet Diocese investigates 
no family was willing to file a report with Hinsdale police. misconduct claims 

APRIL 10, 2002 
In a 1997 civil lawsuit, a rnan claimed Lenczycki molested him in the rectory . . 

of the Hinsdale parish and that Kocher and other diocesan officials k11ew of • Shadow over funding drive 
Lenczycki's behavior. Tht: diocese has said Lenczycki underwent several years APRIL 9. 2002 
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of therapy and treatmc:nt for inappropriate bc:havior. 

ln 1992. Lenczycki began serviI~g as a hospital chaplain in the St. Louis area. 
The Archdiocese of St. Louis said it first learned of Lenczycki's past behavior 

. in late March, when it asked the Joliet Diocc:se that Lenczycki be sent back to 
Joliet. Administrators of the hospitals where Lenczycki ministered saJd they 
had no knowledge of the accusations until several weeks ago. The Joliet 
Diocese announced April 23 that Lenczycki was removed from his ministry. 

•The Rev. J, Anthony Meis: Meis, 65. was pastor of St. Mary and Joseph 
Parish in Chebanse from 1988-94. when he resigned becau~ of an allegation 
of sexual misconduct with a minor in the late 1980s. Chebanse is about l 0 
miles south of Kankakee. 

• Joliet Diocese removes 
priest from duties 

APRIL 5, 2002 

• Attorney: Open files of sex 
case 

MARCH 31 , 2002 

•Commentary: Church can't 
slove problem by covering it 
vp 

MARCH 2S, 2002 

• How to deal with claims of 
sex abuse 

MARCH 20, 2002 

• Protesters picket event 

MARCH 15, 2002 

Mc:is underwent therapy for sevc:ral months, but by December 1994, he 
bc:came a chaplain at St. Anthony's Medical Center in St. Louis. The hospital 
pri:~idcnt "aid Imn.:h t.ol<l him ~ut the P"'"t :iccusation aeainst Meis. l>ul the 

Archdiocese of St. Louis said it had no knowledge of the claim until last week. ~;ir~~~:~n~sts have 

Meis resigned from his ministry April 24. He lives in the .St. Louis suburl> of 
Pacific, Mo. 

• The Rev. Anthony J , Ross: Ross. 56. served at St. John the Baptist in 
Winfield and at the Cathedral of St. Raymond in the 1970s. He also served at 
St. Peter the Apostle in Itasca unril L 982, when the: Joliet Diocese sent him to 
the House of Affimtation in Montera. Calif., to undergo therapy for 
inappropriate behavior with a minor. 

A 36-year-old Joliet-area man says Ross molested him twice at Ross' 
residence at St. Peter's in 1981. and produced letters that he received in 1983. 
The letters' author professes his love for the teen boy. The letters arc signed. 
''Fr. Ross. ~ 

The boy's parents discovered the letters in 1983 and confronted Imesch. Ross 
admitted the abuse then. and last month he released a statement in which he 
apologized to the family. 

When Ross completed 10 months of therapy in late 1983, the priest returned 
to the Joliet Diocese. Imesch allowed the admitted child-molester to serve at 
three other parishes in DuPage County where he interacted with children: 
Sacred Heart in Lombard, St. Isidore in Bloomingdale, and St. Charles 
Borromeo in Bensenville. There are no reports that Ross abused anyone after 
1983. 

"I did the best I could with the best intention, with not wanting to hurt 
anyone, and I don't believe I ever placed any child at risk by any assignment of 
a priest," Imesch said duri~ a press conference April 26. 

When the parents learned in 1993 that Ross was again serving in the Joliet 
Diocese, the priest voluntarily tran.sf'erred to the Diocese of Santa Rosa in 
California and became a prison chaplain. The California diocese suspended 
him April 22, saying it had no knowledge of the previous claims against Ross. 

•The Rev. Richard Ruffalo: Ruffalo died in 1997 at ~c: 62. He served at St. 
Rose in Kankakee, St. Joseph in Rockdale, St. Peter in Itasca, the Cathedral of 
St. Raymond. St. Mary in Park Forest and Holy Cross in Joliet. 

In l998, a 34-year-old Vernon Hills man filed a civil lawsuit claiming that 
Ruffalo sc:xually abused him In 1980 at St. Mary in Park f'orest, where Ruffalo 
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wa$ pastor. The school principal al !he time was Sister Judith Davies, current 
chancellor of the diocese. 

•The Rev. Daniel Ryan: Ryan. 71, was ordained in 1956. He served at St. 
Paul the Apostle. St. Joseph in Rockdale, St. Mazy Nativicy. St. Thaddeus and 
St. Michael in Wheaton. He was chancellor and a1.1Xiliary bishop of the Joliet 
Diocese. In 1983, he was appointed bishop of the S pringfield Diocese. He 
resigned in 1999 amid allegations of sexual misconduct. 

In a 1999 civil lawsuit against a former priest of the Springfield Diocese, 
Ryan was named a.s a co-defendant. The suit alleged that Ryan fallc:d to act 
against sexual misconduct by clergy because he was involved in homoSilxual 
relationships of his own. 

Ryan denied any wrongdoing, and the suit eventually was dismissed. 

J..aSt year. Ryan confirmea eigntri·grd.Uc:r~ at the C<rtht:driil uf Si. Raymond 
and celebrated a graduation ceremony at Lewis University in Romeoville. In 
March, members of the Petersburg-based sroup Roman Catholic Faithful 
staged a public demonstration along Raynor A venue to protest Ryan's 
participation in Bishop Fitzserald's installation ceremony. 

Ryan livc:s in Springfield. 

• The Rev. Henry Slade; Slade. 62. pleaded guilty in 1990 to criminal sexual 
abuse. according to DuPage County court rc:cords. He underwent therapy in 
Maryland and compkted one year's probation. 

Slade w:is convicted of seirnally abusing a juvenile boy. At the time of his 
arrest, he was pa.sLOr of St. Isidore in B!oomingdalt, where he had served since 
1982. 

The Catholic Directory, a book published annually that catalogs all U.S. 
pric:sts, no longer has a listing for Slade. Slade's last known address was in 
Orland Park. 

• The Rev. David Stalter: Stalzer d ied from cancer in 2000 at age 52. He 
was pastor of St. Mazy Magdalene and served at St. Joseph, St. Mary Nativity 
and St. Dennis in Lockport. 

In a 1993 civil lawsuit, a 28-year-old man claimed Stalzer sexually abused 
him in 1981 . The suit was dismissed in 1994 after the accuser dropped out of 
sight. Many parishioners praised Stalzer's service, and some decried the 
damage done to his reputation by what was perceived as a false accusation. 

• T he Re v. Edward A. Stefa nich: Stefanich, 64, was aJTested in 1986 and 
accused of sexually abusing a 14-year-old girl. He pleaded :uilty in 1987 to 
criminal se>.'llal abuse, served six months in the DuPage County Jail and 
completed a y1:ar's probation and counseling, according to DuPage County 
court records. 

At the time of his am:st, Stefanich served at St. Scholastica in Woodridge. 

The girl he abused would later ignore a confidentiality agreement reached 
with the diocese as part of a settlement and speak at one of the first meetings 
of The Link Up, an organization for survivors of clergy abuse. Redhook 
magazine published an article about her ex.perience. 
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Stefanich has left the priesthood. His last known address was in Joliet. 

•The Rev. Myles White: White, 60, was pastor of St. Sonifice in Monee. He 
also served at St. Martin of Tours in Kankakee, St. Joseph in Manhattan, St. 
Raphael in Naperville, St. Petronille in Glen Bllyn, St. Isaac Jogues in 
Hinsdale, Sacred Heart in Lombard and Notr~ Dame in Clarendon Hills. 

White was arrested in 1992 by authorities in Indiana who obtained a 
videotape showins White engaged in sexual activity with a boy who was 14 or 
lS years old whi:n the incident occum:d in 1990. White served 21 months in 
prison and was released in 1995. 

In 1995. the cliocese settled a civil lawsuit filed by a then-18-year-old man 
who claimed White sexually abused him when the youth was between the ages 
of 6 and 12. 

White's last known address was in Indiana. 
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Draft Standby Talking Points 
Father Howlin 
August 14, 2002 

000!J84 
Confidential 

Attorney/Client Privilege 

If asked to comment on the civil action (prior to receiving and reviewing the complaint): 

• I'm sony. but I don't believe it would be appropriate to comment until we've had a 
chance to review the complaint. 

If asked about status of Father Howlin matter: 

• Earlier this spring, Bishop lmesch met with the parents of a young man who had just 
recently told them of sexual abuse by Father Howlin. The abuse allegedly occurred in 
1975 at both St Charles Borromeo Seminary in the Diocese of Joliet and in Kentucky. 

• The matter was submitted to the Diocesan Review Committee, which recommended that 
Father Howlin be removed from all ministry while the Committee reviewed, investigated 
and processed the matter in accordance with diocesan policies on sexual misconduct with 
mmors. 

• The Committee' s recommendation was accepted and Father Howlin was removed from 
minis . He is prohibited from functioning as a priest :·····:-:t.sif.@ftll\llfJ.f.fiil!.l&I mil.fl.m~ The Bishop of Lexington, Kentucky, wh~e~Fithe;H~;lin hatb;~n,~N, 
se;.w;g -~ a missionary since 1977. was notified of the removal. {lmil"Blll(IJI 
llmirmll!lilfff~ 

• The allegation involving Father Howlin was turned over to the Will County State's 
Attorney earlier this spring as part of the Diocese of Joliet's decision to voluntarily 
release to Will and DuPage county civil authorities all allegations of sexual misconduct 
with minors by priests in the diocese between 1970 and 2002. 

• We understand the Will County State's Attorney is pursuing an investigation and we will 
continue to cooperate in this matter. The Review Committee is awaiting the outcome of 
the State's Attorney's investigation prior to pursuing possible additional action under 
diocesan policies and the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops' Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People. 
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DraftQ&A 
Father Howlin 
August 14, 2002 

1. Have there been other alleiations of sexual abuse of a minor involving Father 
Howlin? 

• An allegation of sexual misconduct with minors involving Father Howlin was reported to 
the Diocese of Joliet in the mid-1990s. 

• The allegation of misconduct in the mid- l 970s was thoroughly reviewed, investigated 
and processed by the Diocesan Review Committee under our policies on sexual 
misconduct with minors. 

• The Committee concluded that the allegation could not be substantiated and, therefore 
was not credible. 

• There were no other allegations of sexual misconduct made against Father Howlin until 
April, when the family of the individual in the civil suit came forward. 

2. We understand that the Diocese of Joliet was aware in the mid-1990s of an 
allegation of sexual abuse by Father Howlin, involving another minor. Why didn' t 
you remove Father Howling at that time? 

• Refer to question #1. 

3. Who investigated the allegation in the mid-1990s? How was it investigated and why 
couldn't it be substantiated? Why was it not considered credible? 

• The allegation was thoroughly reviewed, investigated and processed by the Diocesan 
Review Committee under our policies on sexual misconduct with minors. 

• The Review Committee recommended that Father Howlin be suspended from his 
ministry in Kentucky during the investigation. The Diocese of Joliet accepted the 
Committee's recommendation and placed Father Howlin on temporary administrative 
leave. 

• All available facts and circumstances of the matter were investigated by the Committee 
over a period of several months, during which time interviews were conducted with a 
number of individuals in an effort to find anyone who could corroborate the allegation or 
even provide evidence that this, or other instances of abuse might have occurred. 

• The Review Committee was unable to find any information to substantiate the allegation 
and, therefore, concluded the allegation was unsubstantiated. Father Howlin was taken 
off administrative leave and allowed to return to ministry. 
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4. Some say that while serving at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary in the 1970s, Father 
Howlin was "grooming" yowig boys for sexual behavior by taking them on 
overnight camping trips in small groups, etc., and that leaders of the semjoary were 
aware of such behavior. Couldn't the diocese have prevented harm to his alleged 
victims by addressing such q uestionable behavior. 

• The Diocese of Joliet was aware of no allegations of sexual misconduct with minors 
made against Father Howlin until the mid-l 990s. when an allegation was reported and 
processed by the Diocesan Review Committee. which concluded that the allegation was 
unsubstantiated 

• The diocese was recently (this April) made aware of the allegation related to the civil 
matter. 

5. Who was/were the rector/s of the seminary when Father Howlin served at St. 
Charles Borromeo? Was he/were they aware of questionable behavior with minors? 

• Kaffer 1965-1970; Stempora 1970-1 975; Fitzgerald 1975-1978 

• Seminary leaders were aware that Faiher Howlin was accompanied by teen seminarians 
(fj during summer recreational camping trips. 

• No incidents of sexual misconduct or inappropriate behavior were ever reported to 
seminary officials or the diocese related to the camping trips (f.C_~A~E CONFIRM). 

6. T he parents of have been calling publicly for you (Bishop lmesch) 
to step down because of the way you/he bandied cases of sexual abuse involving 
Diocese of Joliet priests in the past. Will you/Bishop Imesch c~own 
in light of at least a dozen civil lawsuits promised by attorney ____ 
alleging sexual abuse by 11 different Joliet Diocese priests over the years? 

• I (Bishop Tmesch) have/has no plans to resign. I/he is committed to implementing the 
components of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops' Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People and to continuing the work we have undertaken 
to end this tragedy, to protect children and to meet the needs of victim/survivors. 

• Jn the past, allegations were processed in accordance with recommendations of 
professionals at the time and 1/he is at peace with my/his decisions. 

• While !Ate cannot change the past, I/we can do something to make sure that in the future 
we place the safety of children first. and that we act responsibly and compassionately 
toward all victims of sexual misconduct with minors. 

• I/Bishop Imesch feeVs that I/he has a responsibility to victim/survivors and their families 
and to the parishioners who have provided tremendous support and prayers. 

J:\24K\X20814-bowlm..doc 
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II 
Diocese of= = 

' ) Belleville 
THE CATHOLIC Cl-iU ~CH IN SOUTHERN ILLINO!S f.tOO 1 o5 

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

Thursday 29 August, 2002 

The Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
425 Sununit Street 
] oliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Bishop Imesch, 

Bishop Gregory asked me to forward to you a copy of the portion of our 2002 
Diocesan Fir~.ancial Statement which was dedicated to expenses relating to 
sexual misconduct by clergy since 1993. That copy is enclosed. 

If there's anything else I can do,. please let me know. 

Vice Chancellor/ Assistant to the Bishop 

SEP 3 2002 

222 SOUTH THIRD STREET• BELLEV I LLE, I L 62220-1985 • 618.277.8181 •FAX 618.277 . 0387 
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Sexual Misconduct Expense 
Fiscal Years Ended June 30 

Diocesan oavments 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 
Expenses of Priests 135,488 340,553 235,147 172,038 142,120 130.411 135,578 132,216 101,827 
Therapeutic care of priests • • 79.430 72,233 34,562 27,903 58,245 30,551 20,899 
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Therapeutic care of victims 42,345 80,631 65,556 44,429 43,545 43,251 45,527 34,516 17,331 
Therapeutic care of others 0 1,177 2,835 2,268 0 0 2,000 0 350 
Professional and legal fees 51,026 95,256 76,887 47,709 12,567 28,741 6,462 7,650 7,500 
Payments to victims _o_ __Q_ -~ -15..QQQ Q Q Q :23.QQQ __Q 

Total diocesan payments 228,859 517,617 534,855 413,677 232,794 230,306 247,812 257,933 147,907 

m c 
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lasuram:e 12axments f!l! dDfease i;g5JS 
June 1994 thr<>llgh October 2000 

• Included in Salaries, Benefits & Allowances :::0 
.__~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-,-~~~~~~~~~~o 

Total sexual misconduct expenses 

Af ministrative Leave 'E;(pense 
In 1998 I reported in The Messenger about the costs to the 

Diocese of Belleville for the sexual misconduct cases. While each 
year's financial report bas continued to show the financial costs 
this issue has raised, I believe it's time again to give a fuller report. 
The table above gives an annual breakdown of these costs since 
these cases first surfaced in 1992 and the total monies expended by 
the diocese up to 30 June 2001. While the t-0tal amount spent by 
the diocese is in excess of$2.8 million, the annual cost has 
diminished from a high of$534,855in1995 to $147,907 in 2001. 

The money to cover the costs not covered by insurance came from 
the General Fund. The General Fund is supported by income from 
investments, properties/leases, assessments on parishes, bequests 
and sale of property. · 

According to Catholic Church canon law the diocese remains 
financially responsible for any priest placed on administrative 
leave if he has no other means of support. This line item, expenses 
of priests .on administrative leave, also has decreased over the 
years, but we still provide for the care of a number of priests who 
are on administrative leave. The diocese has encouraged priests on 
leave to continue with therapeutic programs primarily as a way of 
encouraging these men to avoid repeating any of the inappropriate 
actions that may have been a part of their past histories. 

The diocese al.so continues to offer counseling to victims, and in 
some cases to their families. In several instances the Diocese of 
Belleville entered into financial settlements that totaled $203,000 
so that these individuals could sever their relationship with the 
diocese and obtain counseling on their own. 

In the early 1990s, the victims signed a legal agreement 
requesting that they do not discuss or divulge the amount of the 
payments. Some of the victims did divulge this information with no 

repercussions from the diocese. In the most recent cases, no 
agreements of any kind were made with the victims. 

Professional and legal fees cover the cost of attorneys and court 
costs not covered through our insurance. (Insurance coverage paid 
$344,654 for attorney and court costs.) All the civil court cases 
involving sexual misconduct with a minor, but one, have now been 
settled and the Diocese of Belleville has not been required to make 
any financial settlements in these cases. This line item also covers 
the costs of maintaining the Fitness for Ministry Review Office and 
the Fitness for Ministry Review Board expenses. These costs have 
also gone down over the years as fewer cases are reported. 

While it is noteworthy that diocesan costs continue to go down in 
this area, we continue to be ever vigilant to prevent future cases of 
sexual misconduct involving minors and we continue to reach out to 
victims and offer them assistance and healing. 

Msgr. James E. Margason 
Vicar General 

-:F inancia{ Position 
Continued from p. 83 0 

Because of the limitations of space some of the diocesan funds ~ 
that are not included in the Current Fund are not reported here. 
The funds not reported are "Special Purpose" funds and include 0 
the Deposit and Loan Fund, Custodial Fund, Group Health 0) 
Insurance Fund, Property and Liability Insurance Fund, and the 
Future Full of Hope Campaign fund. The financial statements of 
these omitted funds are audited annually by independent 
Certified Public Accountants. 

Questions or comments on the financial operations of the 
diocese may be addressed to William Knapp, Finance Office, 
Diocese of Belleville, 222 South Third Street, Belleville, IL 62220, 
telephone 618-277-8181, or bknapp@diobelle.org. 
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OFFICE OF FINANCE 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Bishop Joseph l. lmesch 

FROM: -

DATE: September 30, 2002 

RE: Accounting to Parishioners 

000119 

A concern of donors is that their contributions were being used for sexual abuse problems instead of works 
ot the church and Diocese. With that thought in mind I asked Chicago Equity Partners to work up some 
numbers for the ReseNed Account, which is the operating account for the Diocese. From April 1990 
through September 30, 2002 there was investment growth in the fund of $18,158,000. It can be said, I 
believe, or at least suggested, that that was the source of funding sex abuse expenses and not the Appeal 
or parish assessments. 

SEP 3 O 2002 

415 SUMMIT STREET, JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60435-7193 
815-722-6606 FAX # 815-722-6602 
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TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

{,00120 

OFFICE OF FINANCE 

MEMORANDUM 

Bishop Joseph L. lmesch 

-
September 16, 2002 

Sexual Abuse Expenditures 

For the 2001-2002 fiscal year the Diocese has incurred a total of $307,717 
on sexual abuse related matters. Included in that total are: legal fees of $94,298, 
consultants (primarily Public Communicatjons) $110,844 and $102,575 paid to 
victims. 

I have talked to the auditor about disclosing sexual abuse expenses in the 
financial reports for the June 30, 2002 fiscal year. The question now is are we to 
consider all expenditures or just those directly to victims? The reality is that all 
the expenditures stated above were directly related to the sexual abuse issue 
and would not have been necessary had that issue not been present 

Your thoughts please. 

SFP 1 ~ 200Z 
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OFFICE OP THE· STATE'S ATTORNEY 
DuPAGB Caoo'Y, fwNtn 

SOS N . COUNTY FARM ROAD 
WHBA TON, ILLINOIS 60 I 87 

(630) 682-7050 
(6:30) 510-3611 (TDD) 

(630) Q82-6987 PAX (CRJMR-.',\L : 
(630) 682-7048 FAX (ClV LL) 

(630) 681-2290 FAX (CHlLO SUPPORT/ 
COMPLA N TS) 

PRESS RELEASE 
NOVEMBER 14, 2002 

.• l; 
·;. 

·..;- ... · .~. ~ . . . ' 
CONTACT: 

Nearly. 7 Month lnvestlgatlq'1· ~f Joliet.Diocese In DuPage 
Concl.udes, Resul'1ng ;1r.:. One Priest Indicted 

,,,..;.; ·~ · . ) .. · . . 
DuPage Couuty State' s Attorney Joe B~ mmowiced today that his office has concluded a 

6 ~ month invesdgation ~ allegatiom of sexual misconduct by priests of the Joliet Diocese in . : .... . . . 
DuP'age County. The result of the investigation includes a Grand Jury indictment against Fred 

LeDczycki, 58 for Aggravated Criminal SexUal Abuse, fur alleged misconduct while 
· ... ~ .rr· ... ~. .. 

ho was serWig at 1he St hue Jogues Church in lfinsdalo in the mid I980's. 
~;"., • :- i-' :.,..,~. • • 

In April of this year, as a result of a series of sexual abuse scandals, State's Attorney Birkett 
" '.·;;.fT 

instructed bis staif to seek a. Grand Jury subpOeo.a c1irecting ~e Joliet Diocese to produce all 
• .... • "'·"' I;,' ·' ~ 

doci.nnents Rlating to any complaints of a~ µiisconduct between members of the clergy and 
' .-:-::i.· ~..-• .:.:,..: ~ .... 

persons undm' 18 years of age. The time period o(the subppcna was from 1970.to April 25, 2002, 
\'i·.. ., • • • 

the date of issue. ~diDg to State"$ Atto~. ~~ 1he Joliet Diocese fully complied with the 

Onmd 1ury subpoena and cooperated with al! ~ requests made by his office. fo total, the ,, . 
om.co reviewed casei involving 26 priests through materials provided by the Diocese. Three (3) 

additioaal priosta weio investipted as a result of allegations 1bat came to our attention by persons 

who comacted tho ofiice as a rosu1t of media publicity on the pending investigation. In total, twenty 

nine (29) priests were investigated. ,: . 

A thorough iuvoKiption of all all~ Wu Oomlucted. mvolviDg Investigator$ and . ;.;~~ ::.r.·:.~· ... ~.. . . 
· - MORE .- _ . ~ ;:.~· . ·.·· .. ~ .· . 



· l 

l 

' I 

,:i 

( 

MISC. RECORDS RECEIVED FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET ON 7-25-12 NO. 120 
MISC. RECORDS OF BISHOP IMESCH 

Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 
Releasec!Ml'fezyCKI CHARGES Cont'd 

PAGE 2 
(100136 

Pro~tors of the DuPage County State's Attorney's Office. The investigation was overseen by 

Assistant State's Attorney Dan Guerin. the Supervising Attorney of the Domestic Violence/Child 

Abuse Unit and Chief William Simmons of the office's Investigations Unit. State's Attorney Birkett 

noted that some of the investigations concluded with no findings of wrongdoing, while others did 

involve evidence of wrongdoing but were barred from prosecution due lack of venue and the tolling 

of the Statute ofLimitations. 

However, one case did reveal allegations of sexual misconduct where there was a sufficient 

legal and factual basis to proceed with legal action. A Grand Jury investigations was opened in 

August whereby witnesses and evidence were presented to the Grand Jury. The resulting action was 

that die DuPage County Grand Jury returned a True Bill against Fred Lenczycki, 58, currently of 

377 liandhurst Cirde in Glen Ellyn charging him with five (5) counts of Aggravated Criminal Sexual 

Abu..cie against three (3) boys. 

It is alleged that the def~ while serving as a priest at St. Isaac Jogues Catholic Church 

in l:Unsdal~ engaged in separate acts of sexual a!>use with three (3) boys between October 1, 1 984 

and December 4, 1984. The three boys were each 12 years old and were both students and 

parishioners at the time of the alleged incidents. The victims are now in their 30' s. The alleged 

sexual abuse occurred on the clmrch property in Hinsdale. 

In December of 1984, a boy disclosed to bis pare$ that the defendant bad acted in a sexually 

suspicious manner with him.. and the "parents brought the allegation to the attention of both the 

defei1dant and the Pastor at St. Isaac 1ogues. The next day, the Joliet Diocese transferred the 

defexlant out of the parish. At that time. no child had reported to the church or to any law 

enforcement asency that th&e bad been any crimin8l acts committed by the defendant. These 

disclosures came to light many years later. 

It was teamed that the defendant was transferred to various treatment centers and 

assignments in Missouri and California through the mid 1980~ s and 1990s. As a result of his absence 

from the jurl~ction, the Statute of Limitations was suspended. 

The defendant bas been charged with five (5) counts of A8gravated Criminal Sexual Abuse, a 

Oass 2 offense. which is punishable by 3 to 7 years in the Illinois Department of Corrections, but is 

- MORE -
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also a probationable offense. Yesterday, Judge Michael Burke signed an arrest warrant and set bond 

at $100,000. The defendant, through bis attorney, has been in touch with authorities and he is 

expected to twn himself in shortly. 

"No child is prepared for the possibility of molestation by a trusted adult, especially a member 

of the clergy," Birkett said. "This nearly seven month investigation was conducted in a very 

thorough and professional manner. If these allegations are proven in a coun of law, this defendant 

faces a penalty of up to seven years in prison for bis sexual misconduct with these three boys." 

Following the vast public outcry in April and the opening of this investigation, State ' s 

Attorney Birkett hosted two religious summits in early May to garner the input of the religious 

C01llilllunity in crafting legislation in order to best address this public issue. Members of numerous 

taiths participated at both the Chicago and DuPage County summits, resulting in various 

amendments being made to the bill. House Bill 5002 1manimously passed out of both the Illinois 

House. of Representatives and Senate in late May. The final result was that on August lfih, Governor 

Geo.rge Ryan signed into law State's Attorney Birkett's bill mandating clergy to report child physical 

( and sexual abuse. 

In addition to the proposal of this new law, State's Attorney Birkett hosted a Mandatory 

Repmting of Child Abuse Seminar in early September whereby for the first time, the newly mandated 

reporters (clergy) were trained on their obligations to report child abuse. 

Members of the public are reminded that this complaint contains only charges a.nd is not 

proof of the defendant's guilt. A defendant is presumed innocent and is entitled to a fair trial in 

wbfoh it is the government' s burden to prove his or her guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. 

# # # 
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~~s ~ 2014 Office of Child and Youth Protection (I 0016 4 ;:i. ~"' 3211 FOURTH STREET NE• WASHINGTON DC 20017-1194 • 202-541-5413 •FAX 202-541-5410 
- s."> . ...,._o 

toLic 11\"''-

Kathleen McChesney 
Executive Direcror 

Your Eminence/Your Excellency: 

January 31, 2003 

As you know, the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young 
People established the Office of Child and Youth Protection {OCYP) at 
the nationa l headquarters of the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. I was honored to have been selected to serve as the Executive 
Director of this important office and will keep you informed as to our 
progress in completing the tasks set forth in the Charter. 

Your help and support will be essential in addressing the key 
responsibilities of this Office. T~ose responsibilities include: ( l) assisting 
individual d ioceses/eparchies in the implementation of "safe environment" 
programs; (2) assisting provinces and regions in the development of 
appropriate mechanisms to audit adherence to the policies; and (3) 
producing an annual public report on the progress made in implementing 
the standards in the Charter. 

I w ill work with the National Review Board in commissioning two 
studies that you mandated: the first regarding nature and scope of the 
problem ot sexual abuse ot children within the Church and the second 
relating to the causes and context of the current crisis. We hope to have 
the first study completed by June, 2003. The Board will also review and 
approve the annual report on the implementation of the Charter and any 
recommendations that emerge from it before it is submitted to Bishop 
Wilton Gregory and published. 

One of my goals is to make the Office of Child and Youth Protection 
a valuable resource to you and your staff. Members of the National 
Review Board and I are availa ble to speak to your staff. We hope to be 
able to assist you in identifying a set of best practices in terms of policies, 
safe environment programs and procedures that work best for your 
diocese or eparchy. Information will be shared with you through letters 
and the USCCB web-site. 
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We will also assist Archbishop Harry Flynn and the Ad-hoc 
Committee on Sexual Abuse as they conduct regional workshops for you 
on the implementation of the Charter and Essential Norms for 
Diocesesan/Eparchial Policies dealing with Allegations of Sexual Abuse of 
Minors by Priests and Deacons. Included in these workshops will be 
information pertaining to the conduct of the audits. The workshops will 
take p lace in April, May and June of this year. The audits will be 
conducted between late June and October of 2003. 

Performing the tasks designated in the Charter and the Essential 
Norms will consume both time and resources. The Essential Norms require 
that each diocese/eparchy have a written policy on the sexual abuse of 
minors by priests and deacons, as well as by other Church personnel. A 
current copy of each policy is to be filed with the USCCB by June l , 2003, 
which is within three months of the effective date of the Essential Norms. 
Please encourage your staff to contact me at the USCCB at (202) 541-
5413, or by email at: kmcchesney@usccb.org with questions regarding this 
Office or the implementation of the Charter and the Essential Norms. 

I am most appreciative of the generosity of the Bishops in 
establishing the OCYP and the National Review Board. Together we can 
work to assure that our churches, schools and programs are the best and 
safest places for children and young people to flourish. I look forward to 
working with you and members of your dioceses and eparchies. 

Sincerely, 

l(tf;d[ __ )z~ 
Kathleen Mc Chesney 
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On the weekend of January 11 -12, I sent a letter to more than 600,000 
Catholics in the 122 parishes of the seven counties comprising the Diocese of Joliet. 
I explained the steps we have already taken and those we intend to take to ensure the 
protection of children in the future. 

The incidence of sexual abuse of minors by clergy is a terrible tragedy and 
a crime. Innocent children have been damaged and their families have suffered much. 
All have been shocked to learn about the abuse. Priests who have faithfully served the 
Catholic community for years have had their ministry compromised. We sincerely 
regret the harm that resulted for so many. We look toward a better future with hope. 

We will continue to make every effort to ensure that children will be 
protected against adults who prey on their innocence. The Diocese of Joliet has 
selected a Virtus education program called, "Protecting God's Children." It was 
developed by a national Catholic organization in order to prevent child abuse. All 
those who interact with our children, and the children themselves, will be made fully 
aware of what is appropriate behavior and what is not. We will continue to study and 
adjust the way we protect children. 

( All Church personnel who are alleged to have engaged in sexual abuse 
with children will be fairly evaluated~ will be reported to proper authorities and will 
be dealt with justly. Any priest guilty of sexual abuse will never be pennitted to 
exercise any public ministry whatsoever. 

The diocese is committed to the assistance of victims and their families. 
Sister Mary Frances Seeley, OSF, a Joliet Franciscan, has been appointed as the 
Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister. She will work with victims and their families 
to ensure they receive care necessary for their healing. 

Our Diocesan Review Committee, established in 1993, has highly 
qualified members, both lay and religious, to whom all allegations of sexual abuse are 
reported. The Committee will continue to cooperate with the law and with civil 
authorities. 

A number of people submitted suggestions to a Committee charged with 
reviewing our diocesan policies on sexual abuse. This Committee is nearing the end 
of its work and a revision will soon be approved. We would appreciate your continued 
help and suggestions on any aspects of this situation. 
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We cannot erase the past, but we can look toward the future. All of us 
share the common goal of protecting God's children. A safe environment for children 
cannot simply be our hope. It must become a reality. 
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My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

(10016B 

The scandal of clerical sexual abuse of minors has seriously affected our Church, both locally 
and nationally. In response to this crisis the Bishops of the United States adopted a Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People at a meeting in Dallas last June. Just recently, at our 
Annual Bishops' meeting in Washington, D.C., the Bishops accepted a clarification of the norms of 
that Charter which had been developed by a mixed commission of four Ame1ican Bishops and four 
representatives of Roman Congregations. Those norms have now been approved by Rome. 

Today I want to speak with you about the implementation of these policies in our diocese. First 
of all, I want to assure you that the diocese will do whatever is necessary to protect our children. That 
is first and foremost for all of us. To my knowledge, at the present time, there are no priests in public 
ministry against whom there are any credible allegations of sexual abuse. 1 speak for all of our 
priests and Bishops in renewing our commitment to serve you, the people of God, in our vocation. 
We recognize that we do not always live out that commitment as we should, but that does not lessen 
our determination to do so. 

I want to detail some of the steps that we have taken in the past and some steps we plan to take 
in the future. 

DIOCESAN REVIEW COMMITTEE: 

In 1993 the diocese formed its present Diocesan Review Committee to review allegations of 
sexual abuse by clergy. About one year ago additional members were added. The members of the 
Diocesan Review Committee are: 

Bishop James Fitzgerald - Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet. Former rector of St. Charles Borromeo 
Seminary and former pastor of St. Mary Parish in Mokena. 

T he H onorable Robert Baron (Committee Chair) - Presiding Judge of the Family Division for the 
Will County Circuit Court; past president of the Will County Bar Association and former trial 
attorney. 

Dr. James Carger - Clinical psychologist with over 30 years experience. Has taught in major 
universities, coordinated children's services in Public Health and has served as a consultant to 
businesses, community and religious organizations as well as to the U.S. Military Academy. 

Mrs. Rita Gitchell - Mother of four children. Partner in a law firm based in Wheaton and President 
of the National Lawyers Association. Practice is concentrated on professional liability defense. 
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Sr. Jean Keeley, O.P. - Clinical psychologist in Westchester since 1980. Member of the Adrian 
Dominicans. 

Reverend James Lennon - Pastor of St. Patrick Parish in Joliet. Serves as a Clergy Minister of 
Care, retreat master and spiritual director. 

Mr. Tom O'Donnell - Former detective sergeant with the Illinois State Police. State Certified police 
instructor regarding child sexual abuse issues for the Northeast Multi-regional Police Training Unit. 

The Honorable Michael Orenic - Retired attorney and retired Chief Circuit Judge of the 12th 
Circuit Court (Will County) of Illinois. 

Mrs. Cynthia A. Power - Licensed clinical counselor and co-founder of Life Enrichment Services 
of Wheaton. Certified as a Sex Addiction Therapist, Compulsive Gambling Counselor, Sex 
Counselor and an Addiction Specialist. Employs her skills on a national level. 

Mr. John A. Ruberti - Kane County Assistant State' s Attorney. Former Assistant Illinois Attorney 
General. Has prosecuted individuals engaged in child exploitation. 

Dr. Alexander J. Spadoni - Clinical Professor of Psychiatry at Loyola Medical School, Director of 
Adult/Adolescent Psychiatric Service at Provena St. Joseph Medical Center in Joliet. Former 
President of the Will-Grundy Medical Society and the Illinois Psychiatric Society. Founder and past 
President of the Illinois Association of General Hospital Psychiatrists. 

All of these people serve without compensation. 

INDEPENDENT ADVISORY GROUP: 

Several months ago an Independent Advisory Group was formed to examine our diocesan 
policies. That group has met a number of times and will soon make its recommendations. Any 
policy revisions will be presented to the Diocesan Review Committee, the Diocesan Pastoral 
Council and the Presbyteral Council before fmal approval is given. 

The members of the Independent Advisory Group are: 

Mr. Robert W. Frazee - Graduated with a degree in Finance from the University of Illinois in 1973. 
Received a Master's Degree in Pastoral Studies from Catholic Theological Union in 2001. Served 
as an eighth grade catechist for 16 years. Married for 32 years, with four children and two 
grandchildren. 

Mr. James Kubalewski - Licensed Clinical Social Worker. Graduated from Lewis University in 
1965. Awarded a Master of Science degree from the University of Wisconsin in 1968. Currently 
serves as the Director of the Family Counseling Division of Trinity Services, Inc. 
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Mr. John P. Pleban - Business Manager of St. James the Apostle Parish in Glen Ellyn. For 37 years 
served as the Director of Distribution/Logistics at Nabisco. Was Parish Council President, Chair of 
Worship Commission and involved in other parish ministries. 

Mr. Michael Prus - Business Manager at St. Margaret Mary Parish in Naperville. Received a Master 
of Pastoral Studies from Loyola University in 1981. Served on the Professional Fitness Review 
Board of the Archdiocese of Chicago from 1992 to 1997. Married, with two teenaged sons. 

Mrs. Shirley Robinson - Graduate of Jane Addams School of Social Work at the University of 
lliinois and Northwestern University Department of Psychiatry in Family Therapy. Has worked since 
1968 in the field of child abuse. Specialized in the treatment of sexual abuse since 1978. Married 
with four children and six grandchildren. 

Ms. Suzanne M. Sullivan - Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor and state approved 
psychotherapist. Has been in clinical private practice since 1992 where she provides individual and 
family psychotherapy including the area of sexual abuse. 

Mrs. Dolores (Dee) Timko -After receiving her Juris Doctor from DePaul University in 1990, 
practice was concentrated in the area of Family Law. Served as a member of the Appellate Lawyers 
Association ofillinois and as Chair of the Board of Directors of the Care and Counseling Center. 
Mother of four children and grandmother of three. 

All of these people serve without compensation. 

OTHER CONSULTATION: 

In addition to the Independent Advisory Group, parish bulletins and the diocesan website 
invited people of the diocese to submit recommendations. Some 35 people responded to that 
request. Members of the Diocesan Pastoral Council were also invited to express their opinions. 

VICTIM ASSISTANCE MINISTER: 

Sister Mary Frances Seeley, OSF, (815-263-6467), a member of the Joliet Franciscans, has 
agreed to serve as our Victim Assistance Minister. Sister Mary Frances founded Crisis Line of Will 
County. She brings valuable experience, knowledge and compassion to this newly created position. 
In addition to her work with Crisis Line she has a Ph.D. in Law and Public Policy. Sister Mary 
Frances will focus her energies on coordinating pastoral care for victims/survivors of child sexual 
abuse by clergy. She will follow-up with victims to ensure that they will receive appropriate care. 
In the past this pastoral care and assistance were provided by Sister Judith Davies, OSF, the 
diocesan Chancellor, by one of the Auxiliary Bishops or by me. Now that will be an entirely 
independent position. 
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Since 1983 the diocese has settled a number of cases of clerical sexual abuse. Most of these 
settlements were in response to lawsuits filed against priests, though some settlements were made 
without litigation. We are committed to help in the healing of victims/survivors, but we are also 
aware of the need to exercise responsible stewardship over diocesan funds. In the past twenty years 
the diocese expended approximately $1, 708,000 and insurance companies have paid approximately 
$936,000. The diocesan disbursements were funded by proceeds from diocesan investments and sale 
of real estate. 

Diocesan Appeal funds are used solely for the operation of ministries and agencies of the 
diocese. No parish funds were used for any settlement. The diocese does not pay legal fees for 
priests. Any legal fees incurred by priests are paid by the priest himself. In the case of false 
allegation, of which there have been six, the diocese rein1burses the priest for any legal costs 
incurred. 

It would not be appropriate for the diocese to speak about any individual settlements, but the 
diocese supports the right of victims to disclose this information to anyone they choose. Anyone 
with whom a financial settlement has been reached in the past is no longer bound by any 
confidentiality aspect of that agreement. 

( COMMITMENT TO CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE: 

• We continue to work toward the healing of all who have been affected by sexual abuse by 
clergy. We are mindful that we have a responsibility to protect our children and to keep 
tragedies like this from occurring again. Any priest who has been guilty of abuse will not be 
permitted to exercise any public ministry. 

• We have provided counseling for victims of sexual abuse in the past. We are committed to 
continue to do so in the future. 

• The Priestly Life and Ministry Committee of the Presbyteral Council is preparing a Code of 
Conduct for clergy and for all who come in contact with minors. It is expected that a draft 
statement will be prepared for review by diocesan agencies, the Diocesan Pastoral Council and 
the Presbyteral Council within the next few months. 

• Background checks are already required for a number of employees of the diocese. We are 
working on a plan for parishes to provide background checks for all volunteers. 

• In accord with our current policy, information regarding sexual abuse has been provided for 
priests, administrators and teachers. In the near future we will begin a diocesan-wide 
educational and informational program for all of our teachers and students. A committee has 
been meeting for several months to determine the best program for our diocese. 
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• Each quarter every parish will be asked to place notification in their parish bulletin, listing the 
name and phone number of our Victim Assistance Minister, Sister Mary Frances Seeley, OSF. 
That notice will also ask anyone who has knowledge of inappropriate activity by a member of 
the clergy to report that information to the Victim Assistance Minister. 

• The diocese has turned over to the respective States' Attorneys any allegations of sexual abuse 
by clergy since 1970. The diocese will continue to cooperate with civil authorities and will 
report any credible allegation of sexual abuse to the appropriate authorities. 

• For more than 20 years, prior to anyone being accepted as a seminarian, the diocese has 
required that candidates undergo psychological testing. Admission was based on the results. 

MOVING AHEAD: 

As we move forward, we hope to maintain openness with the people of the diocese. We want 
to hear from anyone who has questions, comments or concerns. You may call the Victim Assistance 
Minister (815) 263-6467, the Chancery (815) 722-6606, send mail to the Suggestion Box, 425 
Summit Street, Joliet, IL 60435 or to the Suggestion Box on our diocesan website: 
www.dioceseofjoliet.org. 

This difficult time has caused great pain for everyone in the Church: victims, their families, 
laity and priests. I assure you that I will do whatever I can to assist victims of sexual abuse and to 
restore your confidence in the Church. I ask for your continued prayers for the victims of abuse and 
their families and for those among us whose faith has been shaken. I ask also that you remember in 
your prayers the many dedicated priests who faithfully serve the needs of our Church on a daily 
basis. I am grateful to everyone who has offered prayers, encouragement and support. It has made 
a great difference during this most challenging time. Finally, I assure you of my prayers. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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Sexual misconduct by its priests cost the Roman Catholic Diocese of Joliet more than 
$2.6 million in the past 20 years, the diocese announced Friday. 

In a letter to be read in all diocesan parishes today and Sunday, Bishop Joseph lmesch 
said since 1983 the diocese has paid victims of sexual abuse by priests $1. 7 million, with 
an additional $936,000 paid by insurance. 

"Most of these settlements were in response to lawsuits filed against priests, though 
some settlements were made without litigation," Imesch wrote. "We are committed to 
help in the healing of victim/survivors, but we are also aware of the need to exercise 
responsible stewardship over diocesan funds." 

The diocese has faced at least 10 lawsuits in the past two decades and settled nearly all 
of them. Imesch said money used to pay priests' victims came from diocesan 
investments and real estate sales, not from money raised through the annual appeal. 

In addition, Imesch wrote, the diocese was releasing all past victims of lawsuits from 
confidentiality agreements made at the time the lawsuits were settled. 

The financial disclosure, which diocesan officials promised several months ago, came as 
part of an announcement about church programs designed to combat abuse. 

Imesch has faced intense criticism over his handling of sexual abuse allegations by 
priests. The bishop transferred several priests accused of abuse to new ministries, and 
two of those priests have been accused of abusing again. 

http://WW\v.dailysouthtown.com/southtown/dsnews/113ndl .htm 1/11 /03 
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~~t~sed April 2'f-Ae scandal that swept the diocese last year resulted in the removal of 10 of the diocese's 
194 priests from ministry. Under a grand jury subpoena, the diocese turned over 29 
priests' names to the DuPage County state's attorney's office and one, the Rev. Fred 
Lenczycki, was indicted on criminal sexual abuse charges. 

The Will County state's attorney's office still is investigating allegations of abuse turned 
over last May. 

In his letter, Imesch also announced the members of the diocese's review board, which 
handles allegations of sexual abuse against priests. It includes a clinical psychologist, a 
former Illinois State Police detective sergeant and a certified sex counselor, among 
others. The board is headed by Will County Associate Judge Robert Baron. 

The diocesan members of the review board have had past contact with abusive priests. 

The Rev. James Lennon once supervised the diocese's most notorious pedophile priest. 
Lennon was pastor at St. James the Apostle Church in Glen Ellyn in 1977, when 
parishioners told him his associate pastor, the Rev. Larry Gibbs, had engaged in 
suspicious behavior with young boys. 

Lennon promised the parents he would speak to then-Bishop Romeo Blanchette about 
Gibbs. 

Gibbs was not removed from ministry until one of his victims sued the diocese in 1993. 
By then, according to court records, the priest had been transferred to half a dozen 
parishes and twice more accused of abuse. 

Another member, Auxiliary Bishop James E. Fitzgerald, served as rector of St. Charles 
Borromeo Seminary· in Romeoville beginning in 1975. A former seminary instructor, the 
Rev. Carroll Howlin, was accused last spring of abusing students he took on trips during 
the mid-1970s. 

Barbara Blaine, founder of the Survivors Network of Those Abused by Priests, 
applauded Imesch's commitment to improving the diocese's track record. 

"However, based on previous behavior, we will have to withhold judgment," Blaine 
said. "We'll judge his words when we see his behavior over the next few months." 

Keith Aeschliman, who has filed seven lawsuits against the diocese, said the true 
amount of the diocese's settlements might not be known for years because some 
settlements were structured to be paid over time. The diocese only disclosed cash paid 
so far. 

"This is the same duplicitous chancery office we've seen in the past," Aeschliman said. 

Diocese spokesman John Cullen could not be reached for comment Friday . 

Southtown religion writer 

Allison Hantschel may be reached at ahantschel@dailysouthtown.com or (708) 633-

http ://www.dailysouthtown.com/ southtown/ dsnews/J 13 ndl .htm 1/11/03 
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LETIERS TO THE EDITOR 
........................................................................... 

Who's your boss? 
.. . ·-The statute of limitations· on morality 
in the Joliet Diocese is. alive and well. 
Bishop Imesch and the less mentioned 
but equally culpable retired Bishop Kaf
fer, for the past 25 years. have secretly 
suppressed information. keeping it from 
reaching parishioners. Your bishops 
transferred molesters from one parish to 
another to avoid scandal and liability and 
when more distance was-needed, moles-
ters were, without warning, moved to 
oth~r unsuspecting Dioceses around Illi
nois and the United States. 

How many of the priests who have 
served in the Joliet Diocese are moles-
ters? If you ask Bishop Imesch, he'll 
refer you to bis professional public rela
tions spokesman who will spin you until 
you forget your original question. lame 
explanations and excuses shouldn't be 
accepted and answers should be de
manded. We believe 30 or more clergy 

. . members of this Di&:ese have been ac-
·: ·: .. J;used 0[ convic~~ or such repulsive 

• 7 .. ''acts' tfiatwe.C:arr~Uiittliem here. 
~. j; : . _ TheJoli~t Dio~.ls-inin:of gutless ;- . . and totaffy impan~tAfireligious. Tue 

· priests and~'nW1$1Jelieve they work for 
Bishop Imesc~·~en in fact. the.ir real 
employer is Jesus Christ Their silence 
about perverted friends arid c<rworkers 
undoub.tedly allowed many innocent 
children's lives to be permanently filled 
with· memories of a drunk priest slob
bering on. them as he sexually satisfied 
his every: perversion. Fear of Bishop 
Imesch remains stronger than fears of a 
millstone and deep water. 

Why aren't molesters' names listed? 

(tOO 178 

Why aren't parishioners entitled to 
know whether the accused molester ad
mits or denies his guilt? 

Bishops Imesch and Kaffer and those 
who knew are morally bankrupt and 
should be deeply ashamed. 
Keilh M. 1'escb&nan 
Attorney at Law 
Joliet 

Horrible street 
A few weeks ago, a few of your call-in 

readers made comments about Oakland 
Avenue south of Ruby being the worst 
street in Joliet, and I agree. 

I fu:tve been in contact with the coun
cilman of this area and the city of Joliet 
Engineering Department since April 
2003 concerning the homole state this 
short portion of Oakland Avenue is in, 
but to no avail. 

The street bas been patched so many 
times the patches need patching. This 
past spring/summer, Oakland Avenue 
north of Ruby was improved all the way 
to Ingalls Avenue and beyond - new 
curbs, sewer improvements and a nice 
nobon of asphalt·- the whole yard. 

I am happy someone other than my
self noticed how horrible the street is, 
and also, perhaps someone from the city 
will read this and make the needed 
sewer, curb and surface improvements 
happen. 
Ellner A. Ubersher 
Joliet 
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Sexual abuse suits tossed by Will judge 

Weditesday, February 5, 1003 

By Allison Hantschel 
Staff writer 
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Three lawsuits filed against the Roman Catholic Diocese of Joliet last year were dismissed recently by a 
Will County judge, who said the cases of priest sexual abuse the suits detailed were too old. 

Attorney Keith Aeschliman. who ftled all three lawsuits 011 behalf of young men who said they were 
molested by Joliel diocese clergy, said he already had revised and refiled two of the three lawsuits, and 
would refile the third Thursday. 

"l t's very common to go through St;VCTal stages of filing and refiling in lhese types of lawsuits; 
Aeschliman soid. "The complaints were not as specific as the court would like them to be. You cen'tjust 
give generalities about what happened, you need to tell every single thing thal was done." 

The lawsuits accuse the Rev. Carroll Howlin, the Rev. Michael Gibbney and the Rev. Larry Mullins of 
molesting boys in the 1970s. The diocese arS'led that all the lawsuits were filed after the alleged victims 
turned 30, the limit for filing this type of case in Illinois . 

The lawsuits also accuse the Diocese of Joliet and Bishop Joseph lmesch of covering up the prio~s' abuse. 
Diocese attorneys argued that those charges were not properly argued in the lawsuits. 

Nooe of the accused priests are in ministry. according to the diocese. 

Diocese of Jollet spokesman John Cullen. said the local church cooperated with all legal proceedings and 
would continue to do so. He said he did o.ot want to offer an opinion on the judge's ruling. 

"We're pursuing this by following the law and doing everything we can to cooperate," Cullen said. "The 
judge followed the law and so did we." 

Ho~in. a former instruc1or at St. Charles Borrome<i Seminary in Romeoville, was accused of molesting a 
student, Michael Powers, during a field trip to Kentuck.'Y in the mid- l 970s. Howlin was removed from 
ministry in April. 

Gibbney, who lives in Alsip, is accused of molesting a parish boy, ....._in 1978 and 1979 when 
Gibbney was associace pastor of Mary Queen of Heaven in Ehnhurs-r.----' 

Mullins was sued by five men, includin~d-alleging the priest abused 

http:/ Jwww. daily southtown. com/ southtown/yrtwn/south/05 lsyt6 .htm 2/7/2003 



'M~~?R'E{:NQl(g~<RECe\\feDCfR©fh THE DIOCESE OF~ff?PON 7-25-12 NO. P ~63 
SexuaTab"use suats fossea by""WilWJt!fe. RECORDS OF BISHOP IMESCH Page 2 of2 

Redacted Febr~rf,2BU~hildren at St. Raymond Elementary School in Joliet. Q Q l ? n 
TMJA ( J 0 
Released April"fil~4tawsuits all were filed last year after months of clergy abuse accusations in the diocese and the 

removal of seven other priests. One of those. the Rev. Fred Lenczycki, was indicted in DuPage County 
and awaits trial on criminal sexual abuse charges. 

DuPage county authorities said they investigated 29 other priests for sexual misconduct but were unable to 
press charges because the incidents were old or the priests deceased. Will County State's Attorney Jeff 
Tomczak also is examining an undisclosed number of priests who served in his jurisdiction. 

Aeschliman said he intends to continue pushing his clients' claims against the diocese and has asked Joliet >f {)church officials to twn over the personnel files of all priests accused of sex:ual misconduct and identify· 
(j} any records that have been destroyed. 

Allison Hanrschel may be reached az ahantschel@)dailysouthtown.com or (708) 633-5998. 

~ 
~-. " - . ; .. . . ' · 

Find 3 business: City: S1a1e: 

ftL :o:J go 
by: r. type or r name 

News I Spo.fl~ j l}µsinC~'?li r ~:lf\Sljin.~~ I r-:11,t~rwlumcnt;'l .i(~filylcs I Qpin)<m .l!.~J.t9rs 
Doily Southtown Home Page I Search I W_.::;1Jhcr 

A~ul U,!! I fuib!'cril)!i.On lnfo,!!lll\l~Qll 

Back to top 

http://www.dailysouthtown.com/southtown/yrtwn/south/051 syt6.htm 21712003 



( 

MISC. RECORDS RECEIVED FROM THE DI 

estoring 'f:ust 
A REPORT TO T HE PEOP LE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
by the Diocese of Manchester 

A MESSAGE FROM BISHOP McCOR MACK 

&storing Trust: A Report to the People of New Hampshire by the Diocese of Ma11chester faces 
the past in our Diocese and points the way to move forward as Church. Although the 
part of our past that involves the sexual abuse of children by some priests and bow the 
Diocese responded to allegations of abuse is painful to learn, it is also a painfol learning 
experience. One of the most important lessons learned is this: 

A person who has sexually abused a minor cannot be adequately 
supervised or monitored. That is why today, if there is even one cred
ible allegation of sexual abuse of a minor by a priest, the Diocese will 
remove the priest from ministry, and if the accusation is determined 
to be true, that priest will not be allowed to serve in ministry again. 

Child sexual abuse is a terrible crime in the Church and in society. It causes inde
scribable harm in the life of a minor. Child sexual abuse is an affront ro the dignity of 
the person, and it violates every principle of profound respect for human life that the 
Gospel entails. We understand that this crime tears at the heart of the human family. 
Those who have made such reports, even reports made many, many years after the abuse 

:curred, are courageous. I commend them for coming forward. 
On behalf of myself and leaders of the Church in Nev; Hampshire - past and present -

we are so-,ry for our inadequacies, but mosc of all we are sorry for the harm done to persorn 
who were abused by priests and to the Catholic faithfol who have been scandalized. 

The standards used to protect children and young people in the Church must be 
stated clearly and implemented consistently. 

• Every suspicion or report of child sexual abuse is taken seriously. The first 
response it to the person who reports being harmed as a child, even if she or he is 
now an adult. 

• Adequate structures are to be maintained in order to ensure effective, legitimate 
cooperation between civil and church authorities. 

• Tbe rights and responsibilities of persons accused of the crime of child sexual 
abuse will be protected by due civil and canonical iegal processes. 

The Church ought to be a sanctuary for every human person, especially for children 
and young people. Sanctuary means protection from iJtjustice. As we, the Church, work 
together to help victims heal, we also work to help care for persons who have harmed 
others. As challenging as these t.'lSks are, our firm hope in the ways of the Lord and in 
the power of the Holy Spirit within us ensures our success. We will have a safe Church, 
one tliat witnesses the life of Christ in us by rooting ourselves in His healing truth and love. 

The forthright acknowledgement of failures in the past empowers us to move forward 
toward a hopeful and brighter future. While no one can change the past, together we 
can all shape the future. The wounds of adult survivors have been exposed. May the 
work of bringing the Lord Jesus to those harmed and to those who have harmed be a 
moment of grace in the life of the Church. 

As you read this report, I ask that you rake note not only of our admission of past 
inadequate responses and practices but also our planting the seeds that ensure our 
Church will be a better and safer corrununity of faith. To succeed, we need to work 
together to make and keep our Church safe and holy. 

Christ i11 all things. 



I. PURPOSE OF TIIlS REPORI', LESSONS 
LEARNED, AND MOVING FORWARD 
This Report addresses issues that span six decades of 
administtative practices. It is an effort to present a 
forthright explanation of what the Diocese of 
Manchester did in the past in response to reports of 
child sexual abuse by priests. In this sense, the Report is 
a companion to the 154 page Rtport on tht Investigaiion 
of tht Dioast of Matld1esttr f'Statc Report'') published 
by die Attorney General's Office f' AGO'') and is 
intended to complement the findin~ of civil bw 
enforcement authorities. 

The Diocese does not believe it is in the best interest 
of our community to comment in this Report on the 
specifics contained in the State Report. Through our 
own examination of che State Report, the investigative 
file, and some of the events that took place over the last 
six decades, the Diocese realizes, in retrospect, that it 
should have acted differently. and that it cert2inly docs 
act ditrCICntly today. Therefore, um Report stands at 
the threshold of "one door closing as another opens." 

In reviewing our own records and the new infor
mation provided in the S12tc Report, the Diocese has 
reached a greater level of understanding about what 
did not work weU in the past. The Diocese cannot 
change the past, though we wish we could have spared 
individuals the pain of abuse. The p~toral response of 
the Church coday to adult survivors of child sexual 
abuse by priests is an effort to help them heal. The best 
outcome from the experience over the past year is that 
we learned from it The Diocese sees six main areas 
where it is already improving on what it docs. 

Su cluvt on pagt 1. 

response of the Diocese of Manchester, developed over 
the yeaa, sought to balance the care for the complainant 
with the care of the accused person. Until the 1980s. 
accusations of sexual misconduct of minors by any 
person in the Church were handled on a case-by-case 
basis as matters of Church discipline and in light of the 
unique relationship between the diocesan bishop and 
the diocesan priest. While the Diocese complied widi 
the child safety laws of Ni:w Hampshire in the past, 
today we know that child protection requires more 
than just compliance with the bw. 

Over the last two decades, the Roman Catholic 
bishops of the United States have ·worked coUabo12-
tively on a pastoral response to accusations of sexual 
misconduct of minors by priests.' The Diocese of 
Manchester adopted it.! first formal written Policy on 
Sexual Misconducr in 1996. After his installation as 
Bishop of Manchester in September 1998, die Most 
Reverend John B. McCormack asked for a review and 
update of the policy. This update included the estab
lishment of both the Office of the Delegate for Sexual 
Misconduct and the Diocesan Review Bootd.i Bishop 
McCormack also -advocated for the devtlopment of a 
new t12ining program and its implementition in the 
Diocese. The program, Prorcding Cod's Cltildren, began 
in early 2001 with the first training sessions scheduled 
for that fall.' 

In January 2002, when reports of abuse from the 
Archdiocese of Boston became headline news, Bishop 
McCormack instructed Reverend Edward ].Arsenault, 
his Delegate for Sexual Misconduct, to conduct a 
review of all p2St accusations of sexual misconduct 
with minors by priesu in New Hampshire. This review 
included a del2iled inventory of all files associated with 
reports of the sexual abuse of a minor by a priest. 

Finally, the Diocese of Manchester acknowledges 
that the invcstigativt file and the S12tc Report contain 
graphic information about the criminal and sinful 
actions of some priests. The Diocese rellizes die abu- ID. THE ATIORNEY GENERA.CS 
sive behaviors of these priests arc disturbing and repre- INVESTIGATION 
hensible. We are concerned about the effect these 
accounts may have on adult survivors of child sexual 
abuse. the Christian faithful, and the community of 
New Hampshire. The Diocese encourages anyone 
who feels the need to discuss their feeling\ or reactions 
to conuct their pastor, any priest, or pastoral ministeL 
They may also contact New Hampshire Catholic 
Charities (800-475-S585), or the Assistant to the 
Delegate for Pastoral Care (603..()68-0014). We urge 
anyone who suspects that a child has been abused and 
neglected to make a report to the New Hampshire 
Division for Children, Youth and Families immediately 
by telephone (800-894-5533), and to local law 
enforcement agencies. 

II. CHIID PROTECTION IN TIIli PAST 
Child sexual abuse is a crime in the Church and is 
defined as such by the 1983 Codt of Canon Law, which 
is a compendium of laws that are informed by the 
Scriptures and the Tradition of the Church. Penalties 
for crimes in the Church seek to repair the harm done to 

the complainant and the community and to rebuke the 
accused penon and move him to reform. The pastoral 

A. Investigative Process - Initial Inquiry 
In early Febru3ry 2002, Attorney General Philip 
Mcuugblin inquired of the Diocese whether any 
priest who had sexually abused a minor in the past was 
in active pastoral ministry in New Hampshire. On 
February IS, 2002, tJle Diocese delivered a letter to 

Attorney General McLaughlin notifying him of the 
names of living priests against whom the Diocese 
believed it had past credible allegations of abuse of a 
minor. Between February IS and March 15, 2002, the 
Bishop provided the Attorney General with the names 
of 15 priests. The Bishop also released the names pub
licly so that any other vicLims of these priests could 
come forward. Release of the names would also 
remove doubt about the hundreds of priests who nC'f'Cr 
bad an allegation made against them. 

Of the 1 S nmied priests, only one was in a cunent 
assignment at the time the Diocese disclosed the 
names, and the Bishop immediately removed that 
priest from ministry. Eight of the 15 named priests 
already had been formally prohibited from functioning 
in any pastoral ministry anywhere. The Bishop removed 
the permission to pe1fonn any public ministry for the 

remaining six, wJ \JJ Q l~lt but could •· 
celebrate Mass. In addition, there were three priests 
found guilty of crimes of sexual abuse of minors, 
whose names were widely known in both public 
records and the media coverage of their criminal trials. 

B. Investigative Process - Grand Jury Investigation 
Following its initial inquiry, the AGO launched a for
mal investigation and empanelled a grand jury to assist 
it. A grand jury subpoena w.is issued to the Diocese on 
April 8, 2002 and then again on May 30, 2002, com
pelling the Diocese to grant the AGO fuU access to all 
its files relative to priests accused of the sexual abuse of 
a minor. Following the issuance of a court otder 
regarding the subpoena, twO assistant attorneys general 
as well as several investig;itors reviewed the files at the 
Diocese and copied files and documents to utilize in 
their investigation. The AGO also assembled a Task 
Force to conduct an investigation that included 
incerviewing priests, victims and other parties, and 
reviewing Diocesan files procured by the assistant 
attorneys general. 

Through its investigation the AGO also ob12ined 
information directly from certain priests accused of 
past abuse of minors. Some of this information was 
new to current diocesan leaders responsible for 
addressing sexual abuse of minors. The AGO, through 
the power of the grand jury. gave these priests, who 
had admitted to sexually abusing minors, use or 
derivative use immunity from prosecution in exchange 
for being interviewed by the AGO. These priests were 
allowed to have their attorneys assist them in 
responding to questions and to be present during the 
interviews. As is customary in an investigation. the 
Diocese was not invited by the AGO to these 
interviews and so, did not have a representative or 
attorney present during these interviews. In many 
ins12nces the priests in these interviews provided to the 
AGO infomiation that the priests had not provided 
directly to the Diocese before the investigation. 

As a result of the Diocese's public disclosures and 
the on-going investigation, between February 2002 
and March 2003, the Diocese received additional 
complaints from adults of sexual misconduct by priests 
when the complainants were minors. During um time, 
the Diocese also receii.'td allegations of abuse of a 
minor against six priests assigned as pastors and two 
priests \vith permission to celebrate Mass. The Bishop 
placed all eight priests on administrative leave and 
withdrew all permission to function as a priest pending 
the outcome of any civil or diocesan investigation.The 
Bishop announced why the priest was being placed on 
administrative leave to the parishes where the assigned 
priests had been in active ministry. Accusations aga.inst 
dute of these priests have not yet been determined to 
be credible by the Diocese pending the conclusion of 
active civil investigations by law enforcement. 

I A cluonology rl clforu to combat d"i)' smul abu.e opiut minon 
nuy be round u the USCCB website- www.111CCb.cxg/coovn/1cia.htm. 

2 ~·. policy W:S Wt upd.t<d in 1999. See www.atholicchu.rchnh.org/ 
nunutrl~contcn1.c6n?docjd~666 

3 ~virtwoolinc.cxg/virtus/pro!etlin&-dlil<li<n.din 
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C. Conclusion of the Investigation - Agreement 
Between the Diocese of Manchester and the 
State of New Hampshire 
As the AGO neared the conclusion of its investigation 
of the Diocese in the fall of2002, rcpresenr.atives of the 
Diocese of Manchester and the AGO entered into dis
cussions rcgaiding how to resolve the Attorney General$ 
concerns. As a result of these discussions, Attorney 
Genenl McLaughlin mi Bishop McCornuck reached 
and signed an agreement on December tO, 2002 (the 
u Agieement'}. 

Bishop McComuck approved the Agieement on 
behalf of the Diocese for a nwnber of reasons, including 
the following: 
• The Agreement afforded an effective way for the 

Diocese to work with civil authorities to institua: 
meaningful changes that would benefit the public 
in regarru to the b.and.ling of claims of sexual abuse 
of minors by the DiocesC: without the delaYl a 
protracted trial may have caused; 

• A crimin2l prosecution of lhe Diocese would be painful 
to past victims and result in consuming resources 
that could be best pur to use helping adult surviYors 
of abuse and helping prevent further abuse; and 

• In order for the Diocese and the people of New 
Hampshire to move forward 'vith confidence that 
past practices have truly improved, the Diocese had 
to deal with its past and the Agreement offered the 
best option to achieve this objective in an organized 
and dignified manner. 

D. Issuance of State Report on the Investigation 
of the Diocese of Manchester 
As part of the Agreement, the Diocese acknowledged 
that the AGO would issue a report on the scope and 
results of its investigation regarding the manner in 
which the Diocese responded to past clergy sexual abuse 
of minors. In order for the public to have a complete 
underst.anding of the investigation and the reasons for 
the Agreement, the Diocese agreed to waive its grand 
jury confidentiality to allow for the release of all . of 
those documents in the investigative file pertiining to 
the sexual abuse of minors. 
1. Attorney General's Legal Analysis 

Regarding the legal analysis presented by the AGO 
in the State Report, the Diocese does not ~y 
agree with all aspects of this analysis, which, in many 
w:rfS, cont!W novd theories and approaches for New 
~hire prosecutiom. The Diocese underst.ands there 
are teehnical legal defenses to many of these theories. 

The AGO acknowledges in its State Report 1hat 
the focus of its investigation was on the collective 
institutional knowledge or conduct of the Diocese. 
The State Report is not focused on the knowledge 
or co~uct of any one individual l~der of the 
Diocese. Indeed, neither the St.ate Report nor the 
investigative file supports a charge that any one per
son in a position of authority with the Diocese 
specifically intended to harm a child. 

Even though the Diocese could have mounted a 
vigorous defense challenging both the legal theories 
and inferences drawn from certain alleged facts, the 

.. 
Diocese believed that even a successful defense 
would not diminish the significant and serious harm 
suffered by minors resulting from the actions of 
some priests. It was in this spirit that the Diocese 
made the acknowledgements it did in the 
Agreement 

2. Results of Investigation 
The Diocese has had an opportunity to conduct iis own 
detailed and thorough review of the investigative file 
crated by the AGO and ~ed on Mattb 3, 2003, 
to the public as provided under the Agttement. 
There arc a few import20t considerations rcgmling 
the State Report and the investigative file: 
• Of the roughly 9 ,000 pages released from the 

investigative file, approximately one-half were 
originally in the possession of the Diocese; 

• The investigative file cont.ains information about 
the sexual misconduct of some priests which 
spans the past sixty years; 

• Of lhe eight priests wh0setconduct is summarized 
in the S12te Report. the AGO concludes that 
because of techni¢al obstacles only three priests' 
cases would ha~ led it to seek an indictment 
against the Diocese. 
The State Report contains 131 pages devoted to 

an examination of the conduct of eight Diocesan 
priests and the response by the Diocese to information 
that it obtained about the conduct of these eight 
priests. It includes reports of abuse that '\ere not known 
by the Diocese prior to the AGO~ investigalion. 

In onler to undeatand what the Diocese knew, 
when it was known, and what it did in response to 

that knowledge prior to the investigation, the 
Diocese is appending to this Report a two-page 
timeline and summary about each one of the eight 
priesll. These timelines arc compilations of allegatiom 
of sexual abuse of minors that arc cont.ained in 
Diocesan files as weU as the State Report. 

These histories and timelincs arc available at 
www.catholicchurchnh.org/ministries_services_ 
contentcfin?doc_id=740. 

3. Stated Reasons for Entering Agreement -
Office of the Attorney General 
F'mally. in the St.ate Report the AGO sets forth its 
reasom for entering' the Agreement and for not 
pursuing criminal prosecutions against the Diocese: 
"The State feels that the Agreement with the 
Diocese accomplished greater protection of children 
than would have resulted from a criminal trial and 
conviction:· The AGO identifies the three main 
areas of the Agreement as the Protection of 
Children, Accountability, and Transparency. 

rv. ACKNOWLEDGING THE PAST; 
CHANGING FOR THE FUTURE 
As a result of the AGO's investigation, a great deal of 
new information dut w~ not previously known was 
produced and made available to the Diocese. Some of 
the new information comes from interview3 the AGO 
conducttd with previously accused priests wb.o admitted 
to the interviewen that they abused children. The Diocese 
cannot ascribe credibility to some of the statements 

and assertions these P#G~ iJ. ~u2rviews . 
This information from the AGO along with infor

mation the Diocese had in its pas.session have provided 
new insights both as to the Diocese's past conduct as 
well as to the steps it can take to protect children better 
in the future. 

A. The Past: Retrospection and Reflection 
The Diocese offers no excuses for ics past actions. The 
Diocese never intended to cause harm to any person. 

Although it is no consolation to those who suf
fered abuse, the investigative file reveals the Diocese 
was not alone in its incomplete understanding of the 
long lasting effects of sexual abuse or how to best 
address allegations of abuse. I.aw enforcement agencies, 
mental health and psychological experts, as well as leg
islators today have a vasdy improved understanding of 
the problem and how to address it than they did even 
twenty years ago. Over the years, the Diocese has 
learned, along with the rest of society, how better to 
recognize, address, and pre-.-ent sexual abuse of minors. 
The Diocese is committed to working collaboratively
with all civil audlorities and experts to ensure the safety 
of children. 

The State Report condenses into one report 
certain activities that occurred over six decades. 
During the time period covered in the State Report 
there have been 831 priests who have served as priescs 
of the Diocese of Manchester. During these six decades 
the Diocese 3ttempted to respond appropriately and 
pastorally to those who came forward to report abuse. 
The undentandiog of how to respond to victims and 
to acat those who abuse has progyessed significantly 
over the last 60 years. 
1. Efforts to Respond to Adult Snrvivors of 

Abuse 
In the past, the Diocese attempted to respond pas
torally to adult survivors of sexual abuse by priests by: 
• Listening to their stories; 
• Providing or facilitating counseling and assistance 

for victims/survivors and their families; and 
• Incorporating the insight of victims/survivors 

into its current policies and procedures for the 
protection of children. 
In reviewing the investigative file, it does appear 

that in some cases the Diocese &iled to follow up 
thoroughly on some rcporo of sexual abuse by 
priests; delayed the healing proces.1 by focusing on 
efforts to resolve financial and legal issues which 
were punued by some victims/survivors; and failed 
to adequately confront cleygy accused of sexual 
misconduct directly and vigorously on the strength 
of the victims allegations. 

2. Dealing with Clergy Accused of Sexual 
Misconduct 
Although our actions fell short at times, the inves
tigative file reveals that whenever it received a report 
that a minor had been sexually abused, the Diocese 
did take some action against an accused penon. 
A description of these actions is part of an honest 
portrayal of what the Diocese did or did not do in 
.the last half of the twentieth century. ' 
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In general, the Diocese responded in the follow
ing ways: 
• In some irurmces, as soon as leaders in the 

Diocese received a subsrmtiated allegation, they 
placed the priest on leave or in a restricted (non 
parish) ministry; 

• In other insrmces, the Diocese would refer a priest 
for psychological or psychiatric evaluation and 
qeaanent In some cases the profession2''s recom
mendations were not followed sufficiently; and 

• In some instances, a bishop or other church leader 
would simply meet with the priest, urge him to 
acknowledge his harmful behavior and exhort 
him to change his ways. 
These actions, especially simply exhorting a priest 

to ''cf13ngc his ways;· ~re inadequate and ineffective 
ways to deal with abusive individuals. E.tientially, the 
Diocese learned that a person who lw sexually abused 
a minor cannot be adequately supervised or moni
tored. That is why today; if there is even one credible 
aDegation of sexual abuse of a minor by a priest, the 
Bishop will remove the priest fiom ministry, and if 
the accusation is determined to be true. that priest 
will not be allowed tO sem in ministry again. 

B. The Future: Establishing a Child 
Protection Culture 
Finally, as a result of i~ self-evaluation, the Diocese has 
concluded that it is not sufficient merely to have 
systems in place and co respond appropriately when a 
report of the sexual abuse of a minor is received. In 
order tO truly protect and affirm the most vulnerable 
persons in our society - our children - it is clear that 
any or~ization must be proactive in creating a child 
protection culture. This requires the creation and 
maintenance of a safe environmenr for children, 
ongoing policy development, and a continuing invest
ment of human and financial resources. 

The Diocese will conunit the necessary personnel 
and financial resources of the diocesan administration 
to continue to respond to allegations and the needs of 
adulL survivois cf child sexual abuse and tO maintain 
and continuously evaluate and improve its program of 
awareness and prevention. 

1. Ensuring a Safe Envirorunent for Children 
The Diocese believes due the primary objective in 
creating a safe environment for children is to pre
vent abuse before it happens. When abuse does 
occur, however, che Diocese must respond swiftly 
and definitively with compaision and respect coward 
those who have been harmed and those who are 
accused. There are lhree areas where the Diocese is 
conccncrating efforts to create a safe environment for 
children in all its churches, schools and institutions. 

Awareness and Prevention: The Diocese will 
make every effort to assure that the best screening 
process is in place for candidates for studies to be 
priests, deacons, or members of religious irutitutes 
as.signed to diocesan ministry as well as employees and 
volunteers (diocesan personnel), and independent 
contractors to determine whether there exists the 
risk for child sexual abuse. In addition to thorough 
background checks currendy conducted by the 
Diocese on priests and deacons, and applicants for 
studies for ordination. the Diocese will also conduct 
criminal records checks and checks of the sex 
offender regisay for all diocesan personae! who 
work or are in contict with children. The Diocese 
will also create a protocol for maintaining contlct 
v.ith priests and deacons on adminiscrative leave or 
removed from ministry for any reason. 

Awareness and prevention also require effective 
communication and transparency. The Diocese will 
continue co train all personnel on how to detect 
signs of potential child sexual abuse and how to report 
all suspicions. In addition, the Diocese will clearly 
convey information about .tUegations and tm results 
of im"CStigarions to the accused, the complainant, 
and the communities affected by allegatioas ofabuse 
while considering the concern for the rights of the 
complainant and of the accused. 

Intervention: Under the Agreement, the 
Diocese of Manchester now requires all ofits priests, 
deacons, employees and volunteers to report suspea:cd 
abuse whether or not an individual is a minor. In 
addition tO the mandacory training received under 
our prevention program. all personnel must pcnonally 

+ 

attest to understanding the reporting requirements 
under State law and those beyond State law included 
in the Agreement with the AGO. 

Remediation: .As a Church, the remediation 
process must establish a priority for the pastoral and 
spiriMI care for aU persons and communities affected 
by child sexual abuse. As part of its mission as the 
Church, the Diocese v.ill provide an appropriate 
pastoral ropome that includes emotional and spirirual 
care for complainants, che accused, and communities 
affected by allegations of abuse. Trained profcssion2's 
will provide chis response and care in such a manner 
as warranted under the circumstances. Care will be 
taktn to avoid any interference with the work of 
civil authorities in investigating and addressing any 
instances of child sexual abuse. 

2. Developing Policies that Protect Children 
The Diocese of Manchester, with the assistance of 
the Task Fora on Sexual Miscondua Policy composed 
mostly of lay people, is conducting a detiiled review 
and revision of its existing policy on sexual abuse of 
minors. This new policy will conform to the 
E.tiential Norms established by the Bishops of the 
United Stites and approved by the Holy See, as well 
as to the principles of the Charter. It will also ~ect 
the civil laws of New Hampshire. Th~ reviled policy 
will be contiouously reviewed for improvement. 
This review will ensure continuity in the Diocese so 
that aU chuoch leaders - present and future - will 
have a clear sense of what must be done, as well as a 
weU-dcveloped culture of child safety that includes 
responding quickly and decisively co protect children. 

At the core of the Dioceses policy today is the 
&ct !hat no person \vith even one credible allegation 
of sexual abuse of a minor will serve m ministry. In 
accord with the Agreement, the work of the Task 
force in this regard will be submitted to the AGO for 
review and comment before the Bishop implen11:ncs it 

RESTOR IN G TRUST: A VISION FOR A SAFE COMMUNITY 

When we - as members of the New Hampshire 
community - work through our foelings of shock, anger, 
and dismay over this sad scory of abuse of our children, we 
are left with a determination that we can never let this 
happen ag:iin. 

The Diocese of Manchester deeply regrets dm in 
some insrmces church leade~ and others failed to fuDy 
protect children from abuse by priests to the degree that 
arcnts or society would expect and demand ofleaders of 

the Calholic Church. The Diocese has learned from its 

past and today is implementing a system which, in collab
oration with civil authorities, will offer a high degree of 
protection for children and will instill a degree of restored 
a:ust in Church leaders. 

The Diocese, through Bishop McCormack and 
Re-v. Edward J. Arsenault, Delegate for Sexual Misconduct, 
have offered and will continue to offer public and private 
apologies to past victims and to the Catholic faithful 
regarding its deep felt sorrow regarding its past actions 
or in.actions. 

The Bishop has asked all members of the Church 
in New Hampshire to join in prayer this year for the 
healing of the victims/survivors of child sexual abuse by 
priests and for their families. The Diocese invites the 
involvement of the entire community of faithful in 
helping to make our Church safe for everyone, but most 
especially for our children. 

Together, we as a community will make a difference. 
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TO: Bishop Joseph L. lmesch 

FROM: Guy A. Sell 

DATE: February 26, 2003 

{10018 6 

MEMORANDUM 

I am responding to your January 14, 2003 memorandum regarding the comment made by Cardinal George 
at a recent meeting at Mundelein Seminary about the auditors for the Archdiocese booking projected 
settlements as liabilities. 

As part of the audit for the Diocese the auditors contacted Jim Byrne to find out what legal actions might be 
outstanding and what exposure there might be to the Diocese. Jim's response, a copy of which is attached, 
did not indicate a significant liability for the Diocese. Jim seemed to think that if any claims were successful 
they would be covered adequately by insurance. The Insurance Fund has a reserve of $3.5 million already 
booked to cover potential liabilities. Based on Jim's response it was deemed that no contingent liability 
needed to be booked. 

FEB 2 6 2001 
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Meeting with Bishop Imesch 
February 27, 2003 
Re: Clerical Sexual Abuse 
Attendees: Bishop Imesch, Eileen Lane, Tom Norris, and Carol Healy 

(J00187 

We began the meeting with prayer and introductions. We established our goals for 
this meeting: 

• Healing and forgiveness; 
• How can we at St Thomas support the bishop and the diocese in their efforts 

to bring healing to the church; 
• Accountability. 

First topic of discussion: specifics of aid to the victims and the difference between 
defrocking a priest and removing him from ministry. 

We agreed that the Bishop's recent letter that was included in the parish bulletins 
went a long way to alleviate the anger and fears of the faithful. People needed to know 
that the diocese was taking action and addressing the sexual abuse issues. This was a 
positive step. The faithful await more positive steps. 

The diocese is drafting a new policy. This will be ready for publication in June 2003. 
This policy carefully details the aid provided the victims and the commitments of the 
diocese in all cases of abuse. 

The Bishop explained that he has not expelled anyone from the priesthood, but he has 
removed priests from ministry where credible allegations exist or where sexual abuse has 
been proved. The Bishop further stated that he would not have a problem removing 
someone from the priesthood if there were numerous egregious violations. 

All priests are now mandated reporters in the state of Illinois. The only exception 
would be where the knowledge of abuse was acquired through the sacrament of 
confession. Some states (Illinois not included) do not honor sacramental exception.) We 
expressed surprise that the recent inclusion of priests as mandated reporters has not been 
publicized. We encouraged the Bishop to announce this. 

All allegations of abuse are immediately reported to the civil authorities. We 
asked if there were any circumstances where Canon Law would take precedence over 
Civil Law. The Bishop did not think so. The Church would conduct its own internal 
investigations in accord with Canon Law. Canon Law deals with laicization issues, not 
criminal activity. The Bishop did not expect that this would conflict with the civil 
authorities and their investigations. In all cases, the diocese would cooperate fully with 
the civil authorities. 

We further pointed out that that in the draft of the new diocesan policy on th.e 
handling of these cases, there is a possibility of confusion in the role of the Ministerial 
Fitness Review Administrator. The duties state that the Administrator will first conduct 
the review in accord with Canon Law, and second the Administrator would report all 
allegations to the civil authorities. We recommended that the Administrator's list of 
duties might want to first stress reporting to the civil authorities. 

Second topic of discussion: accountability. 
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We asked ifthere were diocesan provisions for accountability. Would the diocese on 
a regular basis reveal to the faithful of the diocese the number of cases that occurred 
within a specific time frame? While the draft of the new policy does not cover this topic, 
Bishop Imesch agrees that an annual accountability might be feasible. This would be 
done in general terms without naming individuals or parishes. 

Parishes will continue to publish the diocesan telephone numbers for reporting 
allegations. The policy draft does not establish the frequency of publishing these 
numbers. We pointed out that other Dioceses (including the Archdiocese of Chicago) 
have such printed materials available in church at all times; we felt that this was an 
appropriate way to assure that parishioners had necessary contact information. It helps in 
breaking the code of silence. 

Third topic of discussion: presence of pastors/priests on the Diocesan Review 
Committee and the Independent Advisory Group. 

These committees should witness the strong and vital partnership between tbe bishop 
and his priests. The pastors are the standard bearers in the parishes. Too often in the past 
they have been left out of the process. Too often they knew no more than what they too 
were reading in the papers. 

We recognize the problems of media reporting and the impact on the morale of the 
priests. The diocese needs to keep the pastors informed so that inaccuracies do not feed 
the anger and disappointment of the faithful. We also recommended that these 
committees include victims of abuse or family of abused victims. Bishop Imesch assured 
us that they would. 

Fourth topic of discussion: apology. 
We shared with the bishop the perception that neither he nor the diocese has really 

apologized for whatever they might have done to hurt anyone in the process of dealing 
with abuse of minors. People in St Thomas still talk about the need for an apology and 
their disappointment that they have not heard one. Bishop Imesch felt that he had, and he 
cited specific examples where he did so. Unfortunately these events were not widely 
reported. There remains the perception that an apology should be forthcoming. Bishop 
Imesch assured us that he would handle that. We had quite a nice interchange about the 
power of the transparency and humility in an apology. · 

We concluded with a prayer. As your representatives from St Thomas, we left feeling 
that the meeting was honest and forthright. It was prayerful and healing. Our Bishop is an 
open and warm person and showed a willingness to discuss any topic we raised. We are 
grateful for his warmth and acceptance. 

Finally, the Bishop once again repeated his willingness to meet with the group that 
attended the Roundtable in August. We need to examine that invitation. We thanked him 
for it. 
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For Parents, Teachers, and Other Adults Who live and Work with Children 

HE SEXLAL ABUSE CRISIS 

' 

in the Catholic church has 
left many people reeling 
because of revelations that 
priests have molested chil

dren. Sadly, to those of us in the field 
of investigating, prosecuting, and 
treating child sexual abuse, it comes as 

surprise because we know that 
. .ild sex offenders exist in every pro

fession. fn fact, we should expect that 
offenders will be found in positions 
where access to children is guaranteed 
because people who are sexually 
attracted to children gravitate toward 
places where children are available. 

The sexual abuse of children is an 
enormous problem in our society. 
Repeated studies reveal that by the 
age of eighteen, one out of four girls 
and one out of five boys will be the 
victim of an act of sexual abuse. This 
can range from unwanted touching to 
rape. Most victims have never told 
anyone abou t the crime committed 
against them. It is a crime that thrives 

~ in secrecy and rema.ll1S hidden for the 
s::: 
~ same reason. Therefore, i.n every parish 
~there are adults who have been victim
~ ized in childhood or children who have 
~ been or are being molested. 
:::> 
:t u 
r 
~ 
G 

"t this critical time in the Catholic 
uch, we are presented with an 

opportunity to create something posi-

tive by educating ourselves and om 
children about sexual abuse in order 
to prevent future molestations. The 
following guidelines or tips arc appli
cable in all sorts of settings, including 
schools, churdtes, park districts, and 
the home-that is, wherever children 
may be at risk. 

1 
SE PA RATE MYTHS 
ABOUT OFFENDERS 
FROM THE REALITY 

Myth #1: The average sex offender 
is a stranger who lurks in alleys, 
hides behind bushes, and leaps out to 
snatch our children. 

Reality: The reality is that a child is 
more at risk in his or her own home 
from someone he or she knows than 
from any stranger. It is more likely 
that a child sex offender will be a 
friend or relative of the child. A child 
living in a home ·with a stepfather or 
p(lrmnour of the mother is more at risk 
tlum in ally other kmd of situation. 

Since chi ld sex offenders are usually 
someone the parents or the child 
know and with whom they have 
some type of relationship, it is very 
difficult for a child to come forward 
and tell an adult about the crime. 
Child molesters have a major advan
tage because they can count on the 

community's ignorance about who 
commits sex offenses. Consequently, 
they rely on people to rally to their 
defense when exposed, especially 
family members. Too often neigh
bors, friends, other family members, 
and parishioners defend the person 
accused, thereby sending a message 
to the child that they believe that he 
or she is lying. Many molesters 
maintain control over their victims 
by telling them that no one will 
believe them even if they do tell. 

People must recognize that a child 
molester can be anyone; they should 
not automatically leap to the defense 
of any adult who is accused just 
because "he's always been such a 
wonderful man and couldn' t possibly 
hurt anyone." In order to ingratiate 
themselves with children, child sex 
offenders are likable and appear !Ond 
in order to get close to the child. They 
are often very personable and gregari
ous. People feel safe leaving their chil
dren with them. But, it's all an illusion. 

Myth #2: Most offenders molest <1 

child only once. 

Reality: Sexual abuse is often 
repeated, in fact. Pedophiles, in partic
ular, groom their victims for lengthy 
periods of time, often months or years 
before actually committing a sexual 
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~ntu".Ya$F~ time with them uruikely to 
~~'d';l(p~~45pecial attention. They tell another 
make sme the child is comfortable with person 
·11ysical affection before moving on to about the 

xual touching. The child is made to abuse 
feel as though he or she is a parh1er in because 
the abuse, which makes it less likely they are 
that he or she will tell anyone. vi.tlnerable. 

Given this frightening reality, can we 
do something to make sure that our 
parishes are safe? More important, 
are there things we can do to protect 
our children no matter where they 
are? The answer to both questions is 
yes, but first we must recognize and 
accept that there is no way to make 
sure our children are always safe. We 
must remain open to the possibility 
that they may someday need to tell 
us something we don't want to hear. 

TALK STRAIGHT 
WlTH 
CH ILDREN 

Teach children proper names 
for body parts. 

'1e best way to inoculate our children 
~gainst sexual abuse is to give them 
accurate information. This means that 
from the earliest age they must be 
taught about all parts of their bodies. 
They should feel as free to speak 
about their penises and vaginas as 
they do about their arms and legs. 
Proper names are important. When 
we refer to geriitals by their nick
names, we send a message that there 
is something shameful about them, so 
much so that we can't use their prop
er names in speaking. 

Teach children about privacy. 
Children need language they feel 
comfortable with so they can tell us 
immediately if something is troubling 
them. Children need to be taught that 
their bodies are private and that no 
one has the right to touch them in a 
private place or make them feel 
uncomfortable. 

Teach children that no adult 
'.-iould require them to keep 

''secrets." 
Children must be taught the differ-

ence between a 
secret and a sur
prise. Sex 
offenders don't -g 
want children to ~ 
tell adults about .i 
their secret acts. 2. I 

~' 
Some molesters .~ §. 
make the child e feel that they ~ ._ _ _. __ _ 

are sharing 
something private and special that 
other people wouldn't understand. 
Other offenders use threats that harm 
will come to the child's family if he or 
she tells. Or they say that the child 
will be punished if the secret is 
revealed because the child is at fault 
for the offender's behavior. OUJ.dren 
must be told that adults should never 
ask a child to keep a secret. Any adult 
who does this is doing a bad thing 
and the child must tell the secret to a 
trusted adult. A surprise, Oit the other 
hand, is a positive thing that will 
make som~eone happy, such as keep
ing a secret about a present we're 
getting for a person. Children can 
tmderstand the difference if it is care
fully explained. 

We cannot guarantee that om chil
dren will never be i11 contact with a 
child sex offender, but we can try to 
give them information that w ill make 
it less likely for them to be targeted. 
Child molesters choose their victims 
carefully, selecting children who are 

Therefore, 
we need to 
let children 
know that 
there are 
adults who 
are sick 
and who 
like to 

touch children's genitals. 
This is different from a 
mom or dad or other 
caretaker who is helping 
a child take a bath or go 
to the toilet. 

Teach children to 
tell a trusted adult. 
Such information needs 
to be a normal part of 
educating our children. 
If they are old enough to 
be told about "stranger

danger," they are old enough to be 
taught about sexual abuse. 

Children need to know that some
times adults will try to trick them and 
that it is always wrong for an adttlt to 
do this. Adults should not be asking a 
child for help whenever going to 
another adult is more appropriate (for 
example, no adttlt should ask a child 
to help find a lost puppy). 01ildren 
should be taught not to accept a ride 
from someone-even a person known 
to them- if they have not received 
permission from their mother, fa ther, 
or guardian. 

Listen closely to children and 
ask questions. 
We must listen really closely to our 
children. The average child who dis
closes an incident of child abuse has 
told a number of people before some
one listened and believed him or her. 

How can this be? It is because children 
think they are telling someone about 

Order from the National Pastoral Life Center, 18 Bleecker St., New York, NY I 00 12. $1 each. Bulk prices: 
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tkda~<f~tmerv®:tj say "I don't like themselves in an uncomfortable (~ 
~t~~nl'M~~- A.," or "Coach scary position. ln addition to enc< 
Smith." A child will stay silent if the ing them to tell us if someone hl 
·'"'sponse is "How can you say that? them or makes them feel uncom 

:. Jones/Mrs. A/Coach Smith is able, we need to give them s~ 
such a friendly person and spends so help themselves if they become : 
much time with you." The proper rated from us at a store or some 
response is for the adult to ask more public place. We don't want therr 
questions, such as, "Why don't you so afraid of strangers that they v 
like Mr. Jones? What does he do that go to someone who can help thE 
you don' t like?'' The child's answer Rather, children should be encm. 
could be something as innocuous as to approach a mother with child 
that Coach Smith has bad breath, how- or a ·woman with a store badge, 
ever, it might also be that Mrs. A. has example, to ask for help if they aJ 

been molesting him or her. We have to and no one they know is around. 
listen better, all of us adults who are 
trusted by children. 

Find out who are the other 
adults in your child's life. We 
need to know not just who their teach-

ers are but also who 
the janitor or princi
pal is. Are there 
assistant coaches 
with whom they 
will be spending 
time? Sometimes 

the offender is 
known to the 

child but not 
to the par-
ents/ 

guardian. 
Younger 
children 
can 
some
times be 

preyed 
upon by 

older chil
dren. And 
older children 
may face dan
gers through 
contacts on the 
Internet. 

Teach chil
dren what 
to do if 
they are 
afraid. 

Our children 
need to know 
what to do if 
they find 

Teach children not to blan 
themselves. 
Children need to know that it is r 
their fault if an adult does sometl 
harmful to them. It is the fault of 
adult who tricked them. 

RECOGNIZE THE 
SIGNS AND 
SYMPTOMS OF 
SEXUAL ABUSE 

Particular behaviors can alert pa 
en ts/ guardians, teachers, and ot 
to the possibility that a child has 
molested. Often children are too 
frightened to disclose the abuse 
worried about what will happer 
them and their family if the offe: 
lives with them. 

The National Center on Child A 
and eglect lists the following ~ 
• extreme changes in behavior, : 
as loss of appetite 
• recurrent nightmares or distw 
sleep patterns and fear of the dz 
• regression to more infantile bE 
ior, such as bedwetting, thumb! 
ing, or excessive crying 
• tom or stained underclothing, 
vaginal or rectal bleeding, pain, 
ing, swollen genitals, or 
vaginal discharge 
• vaginal infections or venereal c 
• unusual interest in or knowlec 
sexual matters, expressing a.ffec 
ways inappropriate for a child of tl 
• fear of a person or an intense 
like at being left somewhere or 
someone 
• other behavioral signals includ1 

20-39 @ .80 each, 40-99 @ .75 each, 100-499 @ .60 each, 500-999 @ 
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about sexual a commuruty and "Se Ma\:!rtOt' ~e 
· · abuse is to edu- emotional fallout from such an event. 

even in the difficult situation of fami
ly incest. Incest is usually disclosed to 
someone other than the parent, often 
an aunt, friend, or teacher. It is proba
bly human natw-e lhal a parent would 
talk with his/her spouse first, and not 
surprising that a spouse would try to 
avoid embarrassment, shame, and 
having to take action against a loved 
one. :;\lo parent wants to believe the 
worst about a husband/ wife they 

'Ive trusted. fn my experience, many 
.1others have sided with their hus

bands against their daughters w1til 
the father confessed guilt or was 
found guilty. Such situations are enor
mously troubling. For that reason 
alone, we must look to the police as 
the proper professionals to separate 
fact from fiction, guHt from innocence. 
Jn my experience, I hnve found the 
police much better at making such 
determinations than any layperson. 

Since so many offenders report child 
abuse in their own background, reduc
ing the number of victims available to 
even one perpetrator would decrease 
the number of future offenders. Child 
sex offenders rarely seek therapy on 
their own. The only way to assure that 
they receive it and complete it is to have 
court-ordered and -monitored therapy. 

LEARN MORE 
ABOUT 
CHILI> ABUSE 

J°he only defense against the igno
rance so pervasive in our society 

cate ourselves. 
There are many 
ways in which 
we can lean1 
more about child 
abuse. The 
Internet has 
become a 
tremendous 
resource. Local 
child abuse 
agencies have 
information and 
brochures on 
programs and 

services in the community, often witb 
a speakers' bureau. Parent groups 
and parishes might invite a speaker 
to address the group. 

We must also overcome through knowl
edge and information any preconceived 
notions about who abuses children. 
That way we can act intelligently if we 
are faced \<Vith a revelation from a child. 
Start by believing children when they 
report abuse. Very few reports of sexual 
abuse are false and usually these are 
quickly uncovered when a professional 
investigation is conducted. 

SUPPORT 
PREVENTION 
PROGRAMS 

It is important that we support pre
vention programs in our schools
public and private. While most of us 
will ensure that our own children 
have the information they need to 
protect themselves, we know that 
many children who are being molest
ed will not get such vital information 
from their parents. Hence, there is a 
need for publicly supported pro
grams. We must also be aware that 
whenever such a program is brought 
into a school, children will begin to 
make disclosures about abuse. 

As parishioners, too, we must be ready 
to accept that children wiU disclose 
abuse by fathers, uncles, grandfathers, 
coad1es, teachers, babysitters, and oth
ers trusted to care for them. We must 
be prepared to deal with this reality as 

Locally, there is much we can do at 
the parish level and in schools, park 
districts, and youth organizations to 
protect children. Find out, for exam
ple, whether employees and volun
teers undergo a criminal background 
check. That is not a panacea, howev
er, since the majority of sex offenders 
when arrested have no criminal histo
ry. But, for those with a history, it is a 
valuable way to find out. Everyone 
must be included, even teachers, jani
tors, priests, religious, coaches, aides, 
and lunchroom workers. Has anyone 
consulted the state's sex offender reg
istration list, which is often available 
on the Internet? It is another source of 
tracking offenders with a history. Are 
policies and procedures in place to 
guide adult-child interaction? Are 
they followed? Many organizations 
and groups already have such poli
cies. But, while a policy is fine, it is 
important to determine whether those 
on staff know about it and follow it. 

Conclusion 
As members of a conununity, it is our 
responsibility to give our children 
enough information so they can tell us 
if someone bies to harm them. As 
parishioners, it is our responsibility to 
ensure that procedures and programs 
are in place in our schools and parishes 
to minimize the risk of child abuse. As 
citizens, it is ouT responsibility to insist 
on the best laws possible to ensure that 
sexual crimes against minors do not 
remain secret, but are prosecuted in the 
full light of day. We must take off our 
blinders and recognize that people 
hurt children and we cannot predict 
who those people are. We must remain 
vigilant for our children's sake. 

Linda S. Pieczynski, Esq. ts an attor
ney in Hinsdnle, Tllinois, and a former 
assistant state's attorney who served as 
deputy chief of the Criminal Division in 
the DuPage County State's Attorney's 
Office. She has lectured extensively on 
child abuse and neglect and is the mother 
of three. 
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Nata 1e Bayc1 

from: 
To: 
Sent: 
Attach: 
Subject: 

<MrTNorris@aol.com> 
<nbayci@dioceseoijoliet.org> 
Wednesday, March 05, 2003 9:40 AM 
Meeting with Bishop lmesch2-27-03-lane revisioOO.ZJP 
Bishop's Meeting w/ St Thomas PLC 

Natalie, here are the e-mails that I mentioned. 

1. Notes from the meeting last Thursday, 2-27-03. 

(!001 93 

2. Draft of an apology, which I promised the Bishop at last Saturday's Diocesan 
Assembly. 

YOu can tell the Bishop that the notes from the meeting will be shared with the St 
Thomas The Apostle PLC and staff. 

Thank you, Natalie. 

"Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but by the moments that take our 
breath away" 

3/5/2003 
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Draft of an apology statement for Bishop lmesch (3-3-03): 

(}00194 

The issue of an apology is very sensitive. Clearly there are liability issues. The media 
can distort an apology and construe it as an admission of guilt. The diocesan attorneys 
and advisors would have problems with any admission of guilt. 

An apology does not necessarily have to be tied to guilt. You can be sorry for what 
another did. You can be sorry for the hurt imposed on another, even though you may not 
be the direct cause of that hurt. You can be sorry for the bad impression remaining after 
the injury. You can be sorry that your apologies did not receive the widespread publicity 
that you thought they would receive. 

As our pastor, you need to know that the perception continues that neither the bishop 
nor the diocese has ever issued an apology for the instances of clerical sexual abuse in 
Joliet. True or false, the perception continues. How can we be sure that this perception 
persists? Because people are still angry. People are still talking about the lack of an 
apology. True or false, people decry the lack of an apology. 

Since our meeting on Thursday, I have discussed this with several more people to test 
my own impressions. I have asked clergy, staff and parishioners if they remember an 
apology. They do not. 

THIS PERCEPTION is what is important. There is a public relations and a human 
need for Joliet to express its sorrow and its embarras~111ent, for any hurt caused by any 
member of the diocese in the past. 

We have an analogous situation in the Church. Pope John Paul II apologized to the 
Jews for the centuries of harm done to them· by the Church and its members. He did not 
apologize for any personal injuries that he caused. He was not directly involved in acts of 
anti-Semitism. But he knew that the Church had a history of such behavior. For that he 
apologized. Your situation is similar. You are not the abuser. You are our Pastor. As such 
it is appropriate for you to apologize in the name of the Church and Jesus. 

If you permit me, I would like to frame an expression of apology to illustrate a 
potential form: 

"I want to take this opportunity to put to rest a perception that seems to continue in 
the diocese. I have been told that some of the faithful remain angry because of an 
apparent lack of an apology from me, my office and the diocese of Joliet. Please be 
assured. No one is more saddened by the events of the last several years than I I am 
deeply pained by the sins of abuse of some of my priests in the diocese. The pain of these 
incidents on the victims and their families mostly concerns me. 

I regret that my past apologies did not receive the widespread publicity that I anticipated 
So, for any pain and suffering caused by certain priests or employees of the diocese of 
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Joliet or its institutions, I am truly sorry. If in any way I inadvertently caused any pain or 
hurt to any of the faithful of Joliet, I am truly sorry. If at any time in the past I have not 
been an instrument ofhealingfor those who were hurt by these abuses, I am truly sorry. I 
am a priest. I want to be an instrument of peace and forgiveness. I certainly do not want 
to be a tool of harm or injury to my fellow Christians of the diocese of Joliet. " 
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000197 
For Immediate Releas~ 

March 21, 2003 

Official Statement Concer.nin& Allegations of Sexual Misconduct by 
Priests of the Diocese of Joliet, Illinois 

JOLIET, Il,LJNOIS ~March 21, 2003-Will County State's Attorney Jeff Tomczak 

today releases the following statement concerning allegations of sexual m.jsconduct by priests in 

the Diocese of Joliet,. Illinois_ 

"Last year, the Diocese of JoUet began releasing documents to the Will County State's 

Attorney's Office that disclosed allegations of sexual misconduct committed by priests assigned 

to the Diocese. To date. the Diocese released over 7,000 documents to our office." 

"The resulting investigation, which included numerous interviews and standar<l criminal 

investigative techniques, has uncoveted credible evidence that criminal sexual offenses were 

committed in Will County by priests of the Diocese of Joliet over the past thirty (30) years." 

"Our investigation determined that ten different priests may have committed acts of 

sexual misconduct in Will County. Because each of these ten allegations occurred as ~]y as 

1972 and none after 1987, our investigation included roensive factuaJ and legal analysis of the 

applicable statues of limitation as well as the criminal statutes in place during the time period 

involved.'? 

"'Some of the same allegations we.re recently tested in court applying the more relaxed 

cjvil standards only to have the matters dismissed outright. The ethical obligations of the Office 

of State' s Attorney preclude the filing of criminal charges where it is apparent that the statute of 

limitation has expired. Had the aJ legations of these offenses been brought to the attention of law 

815 .727.84!1~' Fax $15.727.8405 
121 N. Cil!CAGO STRF.F.T • JOT.fF.T. lr.T.TNOTS 6043'2 
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enforcement in a timelier manner, as the new mandatory reporting standards require, criminal 

prosecutions would have been viable ... 

"1 am certain that the victims and t~eir families are, to say tbe least, experiencing some 

sense of injustice. I share their dissatisfaction." 

E~ OF STATEMENT 

Inve..~tigatioo Continues 

The investigation into this matter remains open. Any person with additional information 

should contact the Will County State' s Attorney1s Office at 815-727-8453. 

About the Will County State's Attontey's Office 

The Office of Will County State's Attorney is responsjble for prosecuting criminal 

matters brought before the 1210 Judicial Circuit Court on behalf of the People of the State of 

Illinois. In addition, the office provides civil legal council to the County of Will and its County 

officials. 

The Office employs forty-two (42) full-time Assistant State's Attorneys, thirty-one (31) 

clerical employees, and eight (8) professional staff. 

For more information, pte$ only: 
Brian S_ McDaniel 
Vex 815-727-8624 
Fax: 815-727-9151 
Night 815-405-0578 

### 

For more information oo the Will Coanty State•s Attomey•s Office: 
http://www.willcountyillinois.com/statesatty/sahome, htm 

-2 -
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Prosecutors won't charge priests 

By Ted Slowik 
ST AfF WRITER 

h0019D 

• Local sex cases: Incidents too long ago; time limit has elapsed, Tomczak 
says 

JOLIET - Local prosecutors said Friday that they are unable to pursue criminal charges 
against priests accused of sexual misconduct because the alleged crimes occurred too long 
ago. 

A yearlong investigation uncovered "credible evidence" that 10 different priests of the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Joliet may have committed sex crimes. Will County State's 
Attorney Jeff Tomczak said. However, the time limit on prosecuting the cases has elapsed, 
be said. 

"I am certain that the victims and their families are, to say the least, experiencing some 
sense of injustice. I share their dissatisfaction," Tomczak said in a statement. 

Prosecutors reviewed more than 7,000 documents obtained from the diocese, Tomczak 
said. Investigators concluded that the I 0 priests, who were not named, engaged in 
criminal activity between 1972 and 1987. 

"The ethical obligations of the office of state's attorney preclude the filing of criminal 
charges where it is apparent that the statute of limitations has expired," Tomczak said in 
the statement. "Had the allegations of these offenses been brought to the attention of law 
enforcement in a timely manner, as the new mandatory reporting standards require, 
criminal prosecutions would have been viable." 

The investigation, however, remains open, Tomczak said. 

Under Illinois law, prosecution of someone accused of child sexual abuse must be 
initiated before the accuser reaches age 28. 
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TODAY'S STORIES 

• Afghanistan effort still 
poses dangers 

•April 1 vote: Bike trail 
Joliet Diocese spokesman John Cullen said the diocese was "dismayed" by the revelation and more 

that I 0 priests engaged in sex crimes, but acknowledged prosecutors were abiding by the 
time limit on prosecuting the offenses. • Area schools draw low 

rankings 
"The roots of (the statute of limitations) are very deep in our system. It's a vital 

component of our system of justice," Cullen said. 

"Over time, people die, memories fade. They no longer reflect true events," Cullen said. 

Last year, Tomczak's counterpart in DuPage Counly, State's Attorney Joe Birkett, said 
his office found credible evidence that 29 Joliet Diocese priests engaged in sexual 
misconduct. Criminal charges are being pursued against one priest, the Rev. Fred 
Lcnczycki, who is accused of molesting altar boys in Hinsdale in 1983. 

• Briefs Digest 

• Bush: War's length 
can't be determined 

• Chemical weapon 
clues found 

http://www.suburbanchicagonews.com/heraldnews/city/j22diocese.htm 3/26/2003 
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The statute of limitations is suspended if the accused offender moves out of state. 
Lenczycki lived in California and Missouri over the past 20 years. 

The Rev. Carroll Howlin, a priest accused of molesting a boy at a seminary near 
Romeoville during the 1970s, has lived in Kentuc.ky for the past 25 years. A Will County 
state's attorney spokesman said he did not know whether the case against Howlin could be 
pursued, and Tomczak was.unavailable for comment late Friday. 

• High-tech journalists: 
Live, remote, alone 

• Large brush fire in 
Romeoville 

• lewis seeking support 
for new airport runway 

• List of casualties, 
Howlin and two other priests - the Revs. Michael Gibbney and Lawrence Mullins - POWs, MIAs 

were nruned defendants in civil lawsuits filed last year. A Will County judge dismissed the 
cases on statute- of-limitations grounds. 

"Some of the same allegations were recently rested in court applying the more relaxed 
civil standards only to have the matters dismissed outright," Tomczak noted. 

Some Illinois lawmakers have proposed legislation to abolish or extend the statute of 
limitations for sex crimes against minors. But even if the time limit is extended, the 
change would only affect future cases. No change in the law could be applied 
retroactively to past crimes. 

This week, people who were sexually abused by priests urged Illinois Catholics to 
withhold collection-plate donations until the state's bishops crune out in support of the 
proposed legislation to end the statute of limitations. Members of the Survivors Network 
of Those Abused by Priests made the appeal in front of a Chicago Archdiocese center on 
Thursday. 

Reporter Ted Slowik can be reached at (815) 729-6053 or via e-mail at 
tslowik@scn I. com. 

03/22/03 
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community each week in 
your Sun newspaper. 

GET DAILY 
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• Sign up to receive the 
top Herald News 
headlines each day via 
e-mail. It only takes a 
minute, and it's free! 

CONTACT US 

At the newspaper: 
•Contact one of our 
editorial staff members 
• Send a letter to the 
editor for publication 
• Send a news release 
• Subscribe to the paper 
• Place a classified ad 
• Contact the customer 
service department 
• Get information about 
advertising in the paper 

At the web site: 
• Ask questions and get 
onc:auorc ohru 1t tho cite. 
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Prayer service focuses on peace, troops 

By Charles B. Pelkie 
STAFF WRJTER 

JOLIET - The area's religious leaders are calling people of all denominations to come 
together tonight to pray for peace and the safety of American troops fighting in Iraq. 

The leaders of at least a half-dozen churches representing a number of denominations 
will hold an ecumenical prayer service beginning at 7 tonight at the Cathedral of St 
Raymond Nonnatus, 604 N. Raynor Ave., Joliet. 

"I think it's important that we come together," said the Rev, Herb Brooks Jr,, pastor of 
St. John Missionary Baptist Church and president of the Joliet Ecumenical Clergy 
Association. "Regardless of whether you support it or are against it, the war is real. And at 
this time, the best thing for the country and for us at home to do is to pray for peace." 

Brooks, who is one of the event's coordinators, said the service will include Scripture 
readings as well as time for both private and community prayer. The service will close 
with the ecumenical hymn, "Let There Be Peace on Earth." 

Roman Catholic Bishop Joseph Imesch of the Joliet Diocese will be one of the area's 
religious leaders to preside over the service. 

Brooks stressed that he believes the service will draw both those who support the war 
effort and those who object The event offers an opportunity for people on both sides of 
the divide to pray for a common goal. "The service is not about whether you're for or 
against the war," he said. "It's about praying for peace." 

Brooks is one religious leader who has voiced opposition to the war. Like many, he 
believes that Saddam Hussein needs to be replaced, but he does not believe war is the best 
way to achieve that goal. 

The Rev, George Klima, pastor of Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church in Shorewood, 
describes himself as a hawk who supports the war. "Saddam Hussein is a rogue and a 
bandit, and he needed to go," be said. "And we were left holding the bag." 

Klima, however, acknowledges that he could find himself ministering to both hawks and 
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doves during the conflict "I respect their view," he said, noting that war forces people to 
grapple with "tough ethical issues." ·Area schools draw low 

rankings 

Starting Monday and continuing through the duration oftbe conflict in Iraq, Klima will 
open the doors to the church from 10 a.m. until noon on weekdays, from I to 4 p.m. 
Saturdays, and from 7 a .. m. to noon Sundays for people who want to pray. "There are 
people who need some place to come and pray and quietly meditate in times like these," 
he said. 

Klima said his congregation is deeply concerned about the safety of the soldiers in the 
war. Some church members have friends and family fighting in Iraq. He has been asked 
frequently during this crisis to offer comforting words to parishioners who fear not only 
for the troops engaged in combat overseas, but also for their own safety in the United 
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The Rev. Eric Thornton, pastor of First Assembly of God Church in Joliet, said his 
congregation has responded to the war with quiet support for the president. At today's 
services, church leaders will ask the congregation to pray for the troops throughout the 
week. 

"People are generally calm," he said. "We want them to understand that above 
everything, God is in control." 

Reporter Charles B. Pelkie can be reached at (815) 729-6039 or via e-mail at 
cpe/kie@scnl.com. 

03/23/03 
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Natalie Bayci 

From: 
To: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

- et.erg> 
Monday, April 07, 2003 3:18 PM 
Re: Apology - For Bishop lmesch 

Dear Bishop: 

(1 00208 

Thanks to a very good friend who archives a lot about the Church, I have found the. 
apology relating to the clerical sexual abuse scandal. It appeared in the Chicago 
Tribune on May 30, 2002. You were right. I apologize for doubting that an apology 
had been made. 

Unfortunately, based on the number of people who feel that way, there remains a 
perception that no apology was delivered. It might still be a good idea to include one 
in your introduction to the new diocesan policy in June. I hope you received the draft 
that I composed following our discussion at the Diocesan Assembly. That may well 
remain a valid approach. 

In the interest of truth, I want to re-publish this apology in the St. Thomas Apostle 
parish bulletin. Unless, of course, you have an objection. It is important for the 

( faithful to realize the effort you made to do the right thing. 

God bless and continue the great work for Joliet. 

Naperville, IL 60563-1496 

"Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but by the moments that take our 
breath away" 

4/7/2003 
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J ,AMES C. BYRNE 

J. OANIEL t-teGRATH, .JR. 

Mr. Kenneth Ze~o 

JAMES C. BYRNE & ASSOCIATES 
ATTORNEYS & COUNSELORS AT LA.w 

816 NORTH LARKI N A llE'NUJ: - SUITE 202 

JO:c.rET, lLLINOXS 60435 

April 9, 2003 

Assistant State'sAttomey Office 
121 N. Chicago Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60432 

00020~ 

TELEPHONE l 8 1SI 744-717 1 

l'"AX l 8 15) 744·7179 

Re: <;ivil Litigation Cases 

Dear Mr. Zelazo. 

I have just received in the mail Judge Garrison's Rulings on the Defendant's Motions to 
Dismiss the three lawsuits involving Father Howlin, Mullins and Gibbney, and I am enclosing 
copies of those Court Orders. 

A summary of the Court Orders are as follows. 

The Howlin's case has been dismissed with prejudice. 

The Mullin's case involved five Plaintiffs. One of these Plaintiffs, Complaint (
bas been dismissed with prejudice. The other four Plaintiffs have leave to file yet another 
amended Complaint. 

The Gibbney case, complaint has been disrnis~ed with leave to fik yet anolber amended 
Complaint. ' 

In view of the fact that the Howlin's case has been dismissed with prejudice, the Bishop 
must make a decision regarding Father Howlin's ministry. Assistance by your office regarding 
infonnation bearing on his suitability for ministry is imperative. Could you please confer with Mr 
Tomczak to determine how you may be able to assist in trus matter, to the extent permitted by law. 

Thanking you in advance for your cooperation. 
' 

JCB/skm 
Enclosures 
cc: Jeff Tomczak. 

~y Best Regards, 

~<·+ 
James C. Byrne 

APR 9 2003 
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JAMES C. BYRNE 

J. DANIEL McGRATH, JR. 

" 
HAND DELIVERY 

Mr. Jeffery J. Tomczak 

JAMES C. BYRNE & ASSOCIATES 
ATTORNEYS & GOUNSELORS A.T LAW 

815 NORTH LARKIN AVENUE - SUITE 202 

JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60435 

April I , 2003 

Will County State's Attorney 
121 N. Chicago Street .. 
Joliet, IL 60432 

Re: Diocese of Joliet 

Dear Mr. Tomczak: 

000210 

TELEPHONE ( 8 151 744-7171 

FAX ( 8 15 l 744· 7 179 

This is a follow up to our telephone conversation oflast Thursday, when we discussed 
Mandated Reporters, and also the Diocese request for investigative information in relation to 
Father Howlin. 

Since then I have conferred with the Bishop, and he is open to your suggestion that your 
office participate in a Diocesan in-service with its employees in relation to the issue of Mandated 
Reporters. 

The Diocese in-service program is intended to be very broad in addressing an overall safe 
environment for children, and certainly the issue 'of Mandated Reporters wi 11 be a part of that 
program. 

Your offer of assistance is welcomed and appreciated, however, the Bishop did mention 
I 

that perhaps the DuPage County State's Attorney's Office should also be invited to participate. 
since many of our Parishes are in DuPage County. 

I am presuming that I could work out the details of any cooperation with your staff as you 
see fit. 

It is also very important that the Diocese have complete information in relation to Father 
Howlin in order to make a decision regarding his future ministry. 

APR 1 2003 
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Mr. Jeffery Tomczak 
April I , 2003 
Page two 

(!00211 

In that regard, your investigative information relating to Father Howlin would be critical. 

In our co.;fiversation I mentioned that it was my impression that there may have been 
accusation agairist Father Howlin in addition to an 

You indicated that you would check with Mr .. ?,elazo, and have someone get back to me 
in this matter. 

I would appreciate whatever you could do as soon as possible. 

My Best Regards, 

~----· . cti~ t~ 
James C. Byrne 

JCB/skrn 
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JAMES C. BYRNE 

JAMES C. BYRNE & ASSOCIATES 
ATTORNEYS & Gou~SELORS AT LA.w 

615 NORTH LARKIN AVENUE - SUITE 202 

JOI..rET, ILLINOIS 6043~ 

(100212 

TELEPHONE 18 151 744·7171 

J. DANIEL McGRATH, JR. FAX ( 8 15 ) 744-7 179 

Mr. John Urban 
Assistant State's Attorney Office 
121 N. Chicago Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60432 

April 10, 2003 

Re: Freedom of Information Act 

Dear Mr. Urban, 

This is in response to your recent notification to my office that the Herald News was 
seeking from your office, Diocesan records pursuant to the Freedom ofinformation Act. 

It is my legal opinion that none of the records can be released, and there are several reasons 
for this, any one of which is sufficient for denying this "Request." 

1. Most of the records were delivered pursuant to a Grand Jury Subpoena; 

2. The Protective Order of June 28, 1993 .in th~ase (93 L 0003], prohibits 
the release ofrecords to the general public ahcl permits the release only to certain 
restricted categories, [i.e., attorneys of record, expetts, etc.]. 

In June of the year 2002, Mr. Aeschliman sought to vacate or modify the above 
Protective Order. 

The Judge refused to vacated that Order. It is still in full force and effect , 

' However, that Order was modified. One of the modifications was to permit the 
Diocese to release to the State's Attom~y certain records [i.e., Clergy accused of 
sexual abuse identified as Priest A to P]. Tne release of these records were to 
be utilized for investigation and possible-prosecution. 

Paragraph 3 of that Protective Ordet provides that all persons who receive 
documents under the Protective Order are bound by all the terms of that Order. That 
prohibits anyone who receives the records from dealing with the records other than 
for the specific purpose, which in the case of your office would be investigating and 
prosecuting. 
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Also prior to the entry of that Order, the Tribune intervened on behalf of itself and 
all media to obtain records, and Judge Haase refused to release Diocesan records to 
the media, or to modify its Protective Order, other than to allow the media access to 
documents already in the Court file. 

. , 

All media, including the Herald News, is bound by that Order. 

3. Exceptions under the Freedom of Information Act. 

As you are aware, the entity in possession of records can deny the release of 
information under the Freedom oflnformation Act, pursuant to certain exceptions. 

There are several exceptions in the law which would preclude the State's Attorney"s 
Office from releasing any records. 

One of the those exceptions would be the Privacy exception. As you are aware. th~ 
contents of many of the records turned over go beyond, and transcend mere ly the (r=1j name of the priest and the accusation. Many records involve disclosures of the 

I / L names of victims and disclosures of other issues of privacy, totally unrelated to the 
I Ln issues of sexual misconduct. 

~ Kindly advise if you disagree and intend to release any of the records to the media. and 
please do so, in ample time for the Diocese to take the appropriate action. 

Thanking you in advance for your cooperation. 

JCB/skm 
/ . Enclosures 
U cc: Jeff Tomczak 

Ken Zelazo 

My Best Regards, 

~ryr 
J aines C-., Byrne 
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News Southwest 
Priest sex abuse cases dismissed 

Judge rules statute of limitations had run out in lawsuits 

J<ridlty, May 2, 2001 

By Allison Bantschel 
Staff writer 

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Joliet won a round in its court battle with men pressing 
priest sexual abuse allegations when a Will County judge dismissed lawsuits filed 
against three diocese priests. 

Associate Judge James E. Garrison ruled the lawsuits filed by a 44-year-old man against 
the Rev. Carroll Howlin and a 39-year-old man against the Rev. Lawrence Mullins were 
both barred by the statute of limitations. 

Garrison also dismissed suits filed by four other men against Mullins and by a 37-year
old roan against the Rev. Michael Gibbney. 

However, the judge gave these four men 21 days to file an appeal if they choose to argue 
they repressed their memories of the abuse at the hands of those priests. 

The attorney in all of those cases, Keith Aeschliman, said he wasn't giving up pursuing 
the priests in court. He said he planned to talk with other alleged victims of Howlin and 
Mullins to see if they might be able to press more timely cases. 

In the other Mullins cases and the suit against Gibbney, there maybe grounds to argue 
the victims were unaware of the damage the abuse had done, a common argument in 
childhood sexual abuse cases, Aeschliman said. 

"I'm tremendously disappointed the judge didn't consider our point of view," 
Aeschliman said. "I'll be looking through our files, and at a certain point, rm sure we'll 

http://www.dailysouthtown.com/southtown/yrtwn/swest/02lswytl.htrn 5/2/2003 
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consider an appeal ." {100215 
Diocese of Joliet spokesman John Cullen said the local church viewed the judge's 
decision as simply another part of the Legal process. 

"This has been working its way through the courts, and weve cooperated fully as we 
go," he said, declining further comment. 

Ten priests were removed from ministry in the Diocese of Joliet last year after 
allegations of sexual abuse. A Daily SoutbtoWll investigation found Joliet Bishop Joseph 
Imesch transferred several priests accused of molestation to new ministries, and two 
priests were accused of abusing again after their transfers. 

DuPage County indicted one diocese priest on sexual abuse charges. The Rev. Fred 
Lenczycki faces five counts of aggravated sexual abuse; 29 other priests were 
investigated by that county's state's attorney. 

Authorities in Will County were unable to charge any priests because the statute of 
limitations had expired on their crimes, but prosecutors said in 10 cases there was 
evidence improper sexual conduct took place. 

There are 190 priests in the Joliet diocese, which covers seven counties and more than 
500,000 people. 

Howlin, a former instructor at Sllllil. Charles B eo Seminary in Romeoville, was 
accused of molesting a student, during a field trip to Kentucky in the 
mid- L 970s. H owlin was remove rom numstry m April. 

Gibbney, who lives in Alsip, is accused of molesting a parish boy, in 1978 
and 1979 when Gibbney was associate pastor of Mary Queen of Heaven in Elmhurst. 

Mullins was sued by five men alleging the priest abused tbem as children at SL 
Raymond Elementary School in Joliet. 

Southtown religion writer AllisonHantschet may be reached at 
ahantschel(it,;:failysouthtown.com or (708) 633-5998. 

News I :->ports I f3usi n.s:!.~ I Clu:,:-;ificd" J l~rncrtainnH.:ntn ~.i fy;:;_l} le;; I <)rin kmf!.,~th:rs 
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The current crisis of sexual abuse in the Catholic Church presents troubling and confusing 
questions to many parishioners. The answers are not always simple or the same from one person to 
another. Below are frequently asked questions and some of the most common explanations. 

WHY DIDN'T VICTIMS SAY SOMETHING BEFORE? WHY WAIT YEARS TO SPEAK UP? 

• Years ago, most kids felt no one would ever believe them if they said that a teacher, priest or 
doctor had touched them in an inappropriate way. 

• Many kids were afraid they would be punished if they spoke up and sometimes abusers 
threatened to punish them if they talked. 

• Many people who are abused feel a deep sense of shame and embarrassment, even years later, 
over having been victimized and fear others will blame the victim 

• In many cases, children did speak up, but the adults did not understand or listen and so they 
gave up trying. 

• Very often, people who are victimized in their youth need to achieve a sense of competence as 
adults before they can talk about traumatic things in their childhood 

SO WHY DO VICTIMS SPEAK UP NOW YEARS LATER? 

• Now that there have been publicly confirmed cases of abuse, they feel there is a better chance 
they will be taken seriously rather than disbelieved and met with compassion and help rather 
than blame. 

• To unburden themselves from the pain of continuing to carry a shameful secret and all the 
problems that go with it. 

• To get the help they need to recover from the effects of abuse 
• So that others who were abused will be able to talk about what happened without shame 
• So that others who need counseling and understanding will be able to receive it 
•To prevent this kind of abuse from happening to other children 

WHY WOULD ABUSE FROM 30 YEARS AGO STILL AFFECT A PERSON? How DOES IT AFFECT THEM? 

• Because traumatic events that are not dealt with leave open emotional wounds which may be 
covered over but do not heal. 

• Because experiences as children are formative: betrayal or exploitation by a trusted authority 
figure in childhood may create lasting problems with trust and self-esteem. 

• Chronic feelings of guilt, shame and inadequacy, as well as sexual difficulties and anxieties are 
common, long-term effects. 

• Traumatic events that remain a secret can also cause depression, anxiety, problems on the job 
and difficulties in relationships. 

WHY WOULD SOMEONE WHO DID A LOT OF GOOD ABUSE KIDS? 

• Because of immaturity, bad judgment, use of alcohol or drugs, and/or a mental illness called 
pedophilia. 

• Because they mistakenly thought of what they were doing as benign, affectionate, or even 
loving and were blinded to seeing it for what it was: exploitative, abusive, and harmful. 

• Because they didn't (couldn't or wouldn't) exercise control over urges and desires they had that 
were wrong. 

• Because they thought they were "above the rules". 
• Because they failed to understand the damage they were doing. 

Prepared by Carroll Cradock, Ph.D. & Jill Gardner, Ph.D. 02002 Assistance Ministry 
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·Priest 
abuse 
hypocrisy 
ast~undfug -

I t's been 18 months since<Ibe · 
~osto!l Globe publis~ed,lbe first.in 

• its senes of stories.aheufsexual 
abti8e of minors bf Roman ' 

Catholic priesls. 'Uiot,igh the scandal 
· appears q, have peaked witb·fue · 

reslgnatiqn of <;ardinallle~~w in, 
~ Pecemix;r,.ther~ l!I'e ~Jls)'lhy-it ~ 
'Seems this 1~sunply;reru~ fade 

' away. *· 
Beforethe 

scandal.broke 
last year, 
hundreds of 

-American 
priestsWho had: 
abused minors. 
'\ve~sfill 
seJ'Ving in active 
m.iWstries. That 
was£hurch 

-.policy, but 
fortunately 
J>Oblic Pressure" 
~tabout. 
~. Bishops 

were backed .into a COIJlCI' w:tien they 
<;onVelled in Dallas a year ago, and as 
they meet in St Louis this-week they 
are slill unabfe to eScape the spotlight 
on how some defended, sliielded and 
rcasaigned ehild molesters. · -

To those who:still feel the Catholic 
Church was singled out fur.media · 
persecution, the fact.ls that oilier faiths 
didn't:expericn~ the' !evcl otsc;;nJtiny 
because no other r~ous 
organization wentto such · 
extraordinary len~ over the~ to 
conci:al the extent otthe problem: So 
much conlim1es to COJtje outbel;auiie- . 
tl1ere was so much to kide. - · 

Oklahoma Gov.Frank K~t\pg said 
80 ~is week !"hen he was ~rcOO.to 
resign as chairman oftheNational 
Catholic Review Boaril. because of -
comments he made comp3rlng a 
handful of church feaderslo Mafia 
Jigures. • 

"My remarks,. which $Orne bishops 
found offensive, were deadly acx:urate. 
~ make no apology. To resist:giand 
Jury subpoena;;, to suppress the names 
of offending clencs, to deny, to • 
obfu..c;cate, to explainawa~ thatisthe 
model of a criminal organization, not 
my church," Keating said. ' 

By DenlM. M. Baran.unlalld 
SPECIAL TO THE HERAl.O NEWS 

Vlolet.M. C!Jener was "out.going, outi;po. 
ken, very family-onent.ed, very Jo't'ing and a 
w~man who believed in the power of prayer,• 
said her daughter, Sandra Ravagnie of Crest 
Hill. "She was just a down-to-earth peFSon 
who raised aud loved her family. n 

But Cheney also had a creative fireh1Side . 
he,r that manifested. Itself in.numerqus way$. 
:Decades llgO, Cheney began experimenting 
with liquid embroider'y, eventually malcing • 
keepsal<e tablecloths and napkins to ~ as 
wedding prese1tts. 

Later, she got fired up about cecamics · 
after taking a class with a {riend. At fust; sh~ 
used fl1e kiln at her friend's home; later Ch
~ney bought her a kiln of her own. "We had 
JUSt bought a house in Bolingbraoka:od 
redid the basetnent. 

"My mother made me ashtrays, cigarette 
holders,.aod a lighter to match that was just 
out of this world. For a five to ten year period, 
she'd rent a table (at craft shows) and display 
her items." 

"She'd make Christmas trees with birds of 
paradise on fi1e tips of the branches; they lit 
up when the tree wasp~ in. She paint
ed them in all kinds of different Christmas 
colors, but mainly green and white. All of her 
children and grandchildren received have 
one of these trees.• 

Cheney also made ceramic sleighs that 
could be decorated with Christmas lights. 
"My mother Joved Christmas. Even when 
she was old and poor, she always made cer· 
ta.in that she had ~ ior everyone, bought 

Deaths 

SUB 
Viotet Chejl8y eXpressed bet ct 
worfdng throQlh a nrielr of ct 

·or homemade, and wrapped," 
As Cheney became older, ,, 

ramies became too difficull:for h 
designingher own OOO!eS'With 
and:yamaodaOs&stitcb.: ~ 
daughter, 'l1iSba C1ieo.ey ofJolii 
her~saosses,apu 
verdetails,~ ebeney's cask· 

Cross-stitch crosses were 
whiteanago1d; beautiful cros 
"take YO)lr breath away." Cbei~ 
merous ref['igerator magIJet:j 
''.NOEL'S:', ~our cross stitd 

Allaway, Haren M., 89 
JolieJ,JUllP 19 

RW. Patterson FunercdHoi_nes 
(815) 458-2336 - , 

lfur17. Memorial Chapel 
(815) 48.5.aaoo 
llhler, Hestiert A., 32 
Mokena 
Vandenberg Fwieral Home 
{7~) 532.1635 
frecWon, ElnlerE. Sr., 91 
Braidwood,June 20 

Qnora, Marie, 89 
Jolid,June 17 
Kurtz Memorial-Cliapel
(815)-485-3200 .,. 
...... FmaA.98 
Joliet, fame 20 ' 
Fred C. Dames FuneralHome 
(815) 741-5500 ' ~ 
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( 

the SCllpe of~ ilbuse by S. 
.!# . priests. Hopefu]ly,.1be resull$.oftheSe bl6ofning Ghildten~s 

surveys will11elp <;_atb.ollcs-resto.re 'G ... ,.den m· E'-·ood. 
; theirlNitfucliurch:Jead~hip. cu lW 

• Wlth all of the reforms and Child· 
protection policies, ifs hai:d to .imagine ., 
that sexual~ of mjno.rs continues ,, 
leday OE couJd ever happen again in 
the catholic Church. SO why does this 
issue continue to demand our 
attention? . 

1 helieYe it is b«auS'e of the 
, raluctance of church leaders who 
carried out the policies of silence and 
intimidation and sfrol!i-arm legal 
tactics to accept responsibility for the 
hom1>le decisions they made.·Despite 
e.notmous public pressure - Including 
newspa~r editorial boards ~d lay ., 

., gioups Calling for the resignalions of 
bishops.from New HampShire to· 
D~ t.o~ Angeles-Catholics · 

;may bave to wait Wltil. SOD;te of filese 
leaders retire rather than aclmowlcdge 
fheirroles in the.scandal. 

This hypocrisy.from moralleaders 
continues t.o astound. Take, fur 
example, ah ifein in laSt Sunday's 

1 parish bu1Jetin at St Mary Iuunaciilate 
· Church in Plainfield. The author of { 

''Pansb Reflections" uses the Sammy 
Sosa corked-bat incident fo bemoan • 
iDccssantmedia coverage about fallen 
heroes. 

"We live man era when many public 
:figures are exposed for doing1:hings 
that are really illegal or immoral. All 
t.oo often the person refuses ro admit 
their error or denies responsibility, 
Sammy Sosa, on the other band, freely
admitted his:mistake and sboulclered 
the blame completely," the author 

• wrote. 
How ironic to read such sentilfient 

in the bullelill ofa parish Jn a diocese 
• where the leaders clearly have yet to 
.' show they understand how much pain 
: their actions caused people. A parish 

that still pwminently displays on a wall 
: a photograph. of disgraced former -
, priest Lawrence Gibbs, the most 
: not.oriou~of tl1e Joliet Diocese's many 

child-molesting ~~c.c;. 
' All the rclonns and policies 311d 
i. apologies caruiotmake this story go 

aW!l)'. SoJoog as there-are people who ., 
' endure painful ijlemories because ot 
, an institution ·s decepwc pr:actic:es, 
. tltere wilt be-calls for those wlio 

.,, ~ ~ out the policies to be held 
acaiuntable.... 

Reporter Tpd Slowik can be 
reached at (8151 729-6058 or 
via e-mail afjslowik@sc;1l.com. 
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Archdiocese wins praise in handling 
sex scandal 

June 15, 2003 

BY CATl:iLEEN F ALSANI Religion Reporter 
AC!ver!isement 

A year after the Roman 
Catholic Church in the 
United States was in 
crisis facing the worst 
sex abuse scandal in its 
history, the Chicago 
Archdiocese and even a 
few of its harshest critics 
believe the worst may be 
over here. 

What's 
your IQ? ; 
r so r 100 ( 

r. 120 r 140 \ • "l 

~ 
The Archdiocese of 
Chicago "has shown a 
real interest in trying to 
work with the survivor 
community, as opposed 
to working against them 
in court," said Jeffrey 
Anderson, a Minnesota 
attorney who specializes 
in representing victims of clergy sexual abuse and has lawsuits pending in 
more than 40 Roman Catholic dioceses across the nation, including four in 
Chicago. 

"Other dioceses have been in the 17th century, while the Chicago diocese is 
at least in the middle of the 20th century when it comes to this issue," 
Anderson said, adding that most dioceses have given mostly "lip service" to 
the sex abuse policies the bishops approved in Dallas a year ago this week. 

Some alleged victims of abuse by clergy say 
they are frustrated by how long it takes the 
Chicago Archdiocese to investigate their 
claims. 

A 39-year-old Chicago man who requested 

"Most dioceses are in the 
same mind-set that they 
were centuries ago, 
decades ago, and a year 
ago," Anderson said. "A 'few 
have started to make 
progress, and Chicago is 

http://www.suntimes.com/output/news/cst-nws-cathl 5 .html 6115/2003 
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reported details of the sexual abuse he says 
he experienced at the hands of his parish 
priest 25 years ago to archdiocesan officials 
last November. The Chicago priest who he 
says fondled him when he was a teenager is 
currently serving as pastor of a suburban 
parish. 

"He must be removed," the man said. "I'm 
deeply concerned that there are other 
victims." 

Archdiocesan spokesman Jim Dwyer said he 
could not comment on the investigation of 
allegations of sexual abuse. 

Cathleen Falsani 

Accusers frustrated by probe delays 

Some priests suspected of 
abusing minors are on lists 

Officials of the Archdiocese of Chicago say 
they have found "reasonable cause to 
suspect that sexual abuse of a minor 
occurred in 55 incidents, dating back 40 
years, involving 36 archdiocesan priests." 
Listed below are 23 priests or former priests 
who the Chicago Archdiocese confirms are 
among the 36, which does not include 
religious-order priests or priests from other 
dioceses working in the Chicago 
Archdiocese. ("Left" means the man left the 
priesthood.) 
Archdiocesan officials have refused to 
release a complete list of the 36. 

Richard Bartz (left) 
Peter Bowman 
Daniel Buck 
John Calicott 
Walter DeRoeck (left) 
Richard Fassbinder 
James Hagan (left) 
Daniel Holihan 
Walter Huppenbauer 
Robert Kealy 
John Keehan 
William Lupo (left) 
Vincent McCaffrey (left) 
Donald Mulsoff 
James Ray 
John Robinson 
Kenneth Ruge (dead) 
Raymond Skriba 
Marion Snieg 

http://www.suntimes.com/output/news/cst-nws-cath 15 .html 
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Twelve priests have been 
removed from ministry by 
the Chicago Archdiocese 
since last June, but only 
four had not been publicly 
identified before the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic 
Bishops meeting in Dallas. 

While the sex abuse 
scandal roi ls in many other 
dioceses, and faithful there 
are voting with their 
pocketbooks, withholding 
money from the collection 
plate, the Chicago 
Archdiocese boasted record 
contributions. 

Despite an organized effort 
by a group of Catholic lay 
people to withhold 
donations to the 
archdiocese, in February, 
church officials reported a 
three-year capital fund
raising campaign that 
opened in 2000 had raised 
$220 million, the most ever 
by a single diocese in the 
history of the Roman 
Catholic Church. In contrast, 
the Joliet Diocese collected 
$116,000 less in its 2002 
annual fund-raising appeal 
than it did in 2001, 
according to the diocese's 
annual report. 

Chicago's Cardinal Francis 
George will travel with his 
auxiliary bishops to St. 
Louis this week for the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic 
Bishops' annual meeting, 
where bishops are expected 
to report briefly on national 
progress in implementing 
the new sex abuse policy. 

The Chicago Archdiocese 
has had written guidelines 
for handling allegations of 
sexual misconduct by clergy 
with minors for a decade, 
and its policies were widely 
regarded to be the blueprint 

6/15/2003 
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Thomas Swade was finalized by the 
American bishops at a 

Joseph Thomas Washington, D.C., meeting 
~.e::-A-nt_h_o_ny:__V_a_de_r ___________ : in November. 

The Diocese of Joliet has refused to say how 
many of its priests have been removed from 
ministry because of sexual misconduct with 
minors. According to news reports from the 
last 1 O years, 12 Joliet priests have been 
removed for such misconduct. (This does 
not include religious-order priests or priests 
from other dioceses serving in the Joliet 
Diocese). They are: 
Phillip Dedera 
Arno Dennerlein 
John Furdek 
Lawrence M. Gibbs (left) 
Carroll Howlin 
Fred Lenczychki 
J. Anthony Meis {left) 
Anthony J. Ross 
Donald O'Connor 
Donald Pock 

The Vatican made the policy 
"particular law" for the 
American church in 
December. 

The new national policy 
bars priests known to have 
participated in sexual 
misconduct with minors 
from serving in active 
ministry. 

It also mandates that 
accused priests go through 
a church trial before they 
are removed permanently 
from ministry or defrocked. 

Lowell Fischer 
Edward Poff 

Special tribunals will be set 
up to handle sex abuse 

- -""ia s. A tribunal is expected to be established in Chicago soon, said George's 
spokesman, Jim Dwyer. 

In an interview Friday, George said he still hears from Catholics who are 
angry and hurt. 

In the last 1 O years, 55 cases of clergy sexual misconduct with minors 
involving 36 priests have been deemed "credible" by the archdiocese, 
according to a 10-year report on clerical sexual abuse in Chicago released by 
the archdiocese in February. Some of the allegations date back more than 40 
years. 

The Chicago Archdiocese has spent $16.8 million over the decade to settle 
cases of sexual misconduct by priests with minors, funded mostly by the sale 
of undeveloped real estate, the report said. 

"What I hear in the parishes and talking to the priests is that most people who 
know their priests are fine. Some are angry with the bishops collectively. But 
when I go into parishes, I'm well-received," George said Friday. "I was 
standing outside my dentist's office recently, and I must have looked pensive 
because a lady stood and said, 'Cardinal, don't worry. Catholics are tough.'" 

Since the bishops' Dallas meeting, the Chicago Archdiocese has received 50 
new reports of alleged sexual misconduct by priests, Dwyer said. 

Of those, the archdiocese's Independent Professional Fitness Review Board-
which vets the allegations--"has found reasonable cause to suspect some 
form of clerical sexual abuse has occurred" in seven cases, he said. 

Those all involved priests already reported tor sexual misconduct and 
removed from ministry, Dwyer said. 

http://www.suntimes.com/output/news/cst-nws-cathl5.html 611512003 
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"A few" lawsuits involving clergy abuse have been settled by the archdiocese 
in the last year, he said, but he refused to give any details, and there are new 
allegations of sexual misconduct under review by the fitness board. 

Anderson said he has several lawsuits that may be filed in both the Chicago 
and Joliet dioceses, but they all involve priests already publicly identified as 
abusers. 

Barbara Blaine, founder of the national support group Survivors Network for 
those Abused by Priests, said progress has been made in Chicago, 
particularly in the archdiocese's willingness to offer and pay for counseling for 
victims--even those who come anonymously--but that many victims continue 
to be frustrated. 

Two issues in particular remain sore spots for many victims, Blaine said: 

George's refusal to release a complete list of names of all priests who have 
credible allegations of abuse against them, and the fact that confidentiality 
agreements between victims and the church remain in place despite the 
cardinal saying publicly on several occasions that victims should feel free to 
speak out. 

Dwyer said the archdiocese will not release a complete list of names because 
some of the priests are dead and cannot defend themselves, and because a 
list could imply that the priests are guilty of a crime for which they haven't 
been charged. 

"We need the names because too many survivors are out there struggling, 
suffering in silence and shame and secrecy. We all think we're the only one, 
and it would be so consoling for us if the names of our perpetrators were 
made public," Blaine said. 

As for confidentiality agreements, Blaine, an attorney, said many of them are 
court-ordered and that violating that order could place someone in contempt 
of court. 

"George doesn't have the authority to be making those statements," releasing 
victims from confidentiality agreements, she said. "If he really means it, 
actions speak louder than words. Get the documents, go to court, get the 
victims released." 

The number of survivors of clergy sexual abuse telling their stories for the first 
time has dropped dramatically since last year, Blaine said. 

"The majority of survivors will never come forward," she said. 

"Survivors by and large have just incorporated a sense of guilt and shame 
and embarrassment about what has happened to them at the hands of priests 
and don't want to admit that they were a part of it." , 

~Joliet bishop still under f ire despite pending reform efforts * 
BY ~8.T _GQLAe Staff Reporter 

When nine Joliet diocesan priests--about one of every 20--were suspended or 
quit in the wake of allegations of sexual misconduct with minors in a two
month period fast year, it drew national attention to the diocese of 620,000 

http://www.suntimes.com/output/news/cst-nws-cathl5.html 611512003 
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Since then, one priest has been exonerated, two have been suspended, and 
another priest who had been suspended earlier was sentenced to three years 
in prison last week. He had tried to arrange a sexual encounter with a 
Wisconsin police officer posing as a 14-year-old boy on the Internet. 

Joliet Diocese Bishop Joseph L. lmesch took a lot of heat in the aftermath. 
Court records show he defended some of the priests in depositions. In 
interviews, lmesch said he believed priests who abuse adolescents can be 
rehabilitated. And victims assert he repeatedly transferred accused priests to 
other parishes or jurisdictions without informing anybody of their records, a 
claim lmesch denies. 

But since U.S. bishops adopted a national clergy sex abuse policy· last June, 
lmesch has moved to introduce reforms. 

New standards of conduct reflecting the charter will be in place by July. Also 
this month, the diocese starts an education program for staff and volunteers 
working with children as well as the children themselves. It will spell out what 
is and isn't proper behavior. The three-hour program, called Virtus, from the 
Latin word for virtue, was developed by the Lisle-based National Catholic Risk 
Retention Group, an insurance cooperative. 

The Joliet Diocese has spent $2.63 million in the last 20 years to settle cases 
of clerical sexual abuse, according to figures released by lmesch earlier this 
spring. A spokesman for the Joliet Diocese says payouts were funded by 
investments and the sale of real estate, while insurance paid $936,000. 

In March, Will County authorities said an examination of records turned over 
by the diocese turned up 10 priests who could be charged with sex crimes if 
not for the statute of limitations. None is still active. 

A state law extending the statute on sexual criminal cases from 1 O to 20 years 
landed on Gov. Blagojevich's desk Friday, but it would only apply to future 
cases. However, the law could allow some past civil cases to be reinstated. 

Meanwhile, attorneys Keith Aeschliman and Joseph Kiest, who represent 
abuse survivors, say not much has changed in Joliet. "They're still uncaring, 
uncompassionate," said Kiest. "lmesch's view is, big deal, so you were 
touched as a kid. Get over it. That's his attitude." 

Diocese spokesman John Cullen has a different take: "Bishop lmesch is a 
good guy and wants to do the right thing. I think he's given a lot of evidence 
that he cares about children and the people in the diocese." 
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Diocese training staff to recognize signs of sex abuse 

New program includes background checks for all existing employees 

Wetlnestlay, June 25, 2003 

By Allison Hantschel ' 
Staff writer 

The Diocese of Joliet took its most prominent public step Tuesday toward repairing the 
damage wrought by sexually abusive priests and the hierarchy that protected them. 

A $100.000-per-year training program that teaches clergy and laypeople to prevent child 
sexual abuse debuted in front of dozens of church staff and volunteers at St. Mary 
Immaculate Church in Plainfield. .-

The program, "Protecting God's Children," relies on videos and online training to teach 
priests, coaches and secretaries how to tell if a child has been ·abused and how to spot a 
potential abuser. 

"This program puts the responsibility for protecting children back where it belongs, in the 
hands of the adult community," said James Healy, director of the diocese's Center for 
Family Ministry. 

Participants learn "warning signs" of potential abusers so they can flag someone who is 
"more excited to be with children than with adults" or who "always wants to wrestle or 
tickle," Healy said. 

The diocese, the local center of a scandal that swept through the American Catholic 
church last year, has a three-year contract with National Catholic Risk Retention Group, 
Inc., to administer the program. 

Natjonal Catholic Risk Retention., a for-profit Catholic insurance company based in west 
suburban Lisle, debuted the program last year in the Archdiocese of Boston, the diocese 
hardest hit by scandal. 

Part of the program includes background checks for all existing diocesan employees and 
~ said Joliet diocese spokesman John Cullen. 

"There are quite a few people who have already had background checks," he said. "But 
we want to make sure we do them for everyone who has any contact with children." 

Though nothing prevents the diocese from abandoning the program, the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops currently is scheduling audits of all its dioceses to ensure compliance 
with its national policy on preventing sexual abuse, Healy said. 
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The 122-parish diocese has been under scrutiny for more than a year after a Daily 
Southtown investigation found that Bishop Joseph lmesch bad transferred several priests 
accused of molesting children to new ministries where they again had the opportunity to 
abuse. Two of those priests were accused of molesting again after their transfers. 

In a letter to parishioners and staff included in Tuesday's training materials, Imesch 
wrote, "I apologize with my whole heart to the victims, their families and all those whose 
lives or faith have been damaged by abuse." 

Last week, a DuPage County judge upheld criminal charges against the Rev. Fred 
Lenczycki, a Joliet diocese priest accused of sexually abusing children at a parish in 
Lombard. Lenczycki, who was transferred first to California and then the Missouri, has 
pleaded not guilty. 

California authorities are investigating claims Lenczycki molested young boys while at a 
parish there. 

The DuPage County state's attorney investigated sexual abuse claims against 28 other 
priests, but only Lenczycki could be charged. Will County State's Attorney Jeff Tomczak 
said last March that though 10 priests could be credibly accused of abuse in that county, 
none could be charged because their actions came to light too late. 

Ten priests were removed from ministry in the Joliet diocese in the immediate wake of 
the scandal. 

More than 30 other dioceses are using the "Protecting God's Children" program, 
according to trainer Sharon Doty. 

Leaving the training session Tuesday afternoon, diocese staffer Dorothy Earl said she 
was disturbed to learn the ways in which molesters ingratiate themselves with children. 

"I deal with a lot of the parishes and schools in our diocese," said Earl, an administrator 
for the diocese's newspaper. "I figure the more knowledge I have, the better." 

Southtown religion writer Allison Hantsche/ may be reached at 
ahantschel@dailysouthtown.com or (708) 633-5998. 
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Program alms to guard against abuse 

Joliet Diocese: Training to increase vigilance of danger lo 
children 

By Charla Brautigam 
STAFF WRITER 

PLAINFIELD - In an effort to "erase the nightmare of sexual abuse," the 
Diocese of Joliet is implementing a program that helps adults identify offenders 
and recognize wam.ing signs of inappropriate relationships. 

"('lliis program) puts the responsibility where it belongs," said James Healy, 
director of the diocese's Center for Family Ministry. "Sack in the hands of 
adults.'' 

More than 600 priests, deacons, school principals and directors of religious 
education and youth ministry from the diocese's 122 Catholic parishes attended a 
four-hour seminar Tuesday at St. Mazy Immaculate Church in Plainfield. 

They were briefed about the diocese's "standards of behavior" and listened to a 
videotape that incorporated stories from victims of sexual abuse and their 
families as well as testimony from perpetrators, who explained bow they selected 
their victims and made them feel that the abuse was their fault. 

"They had no reason not to trust me,~ one perpetrator told the camera. "I'd be 
their buddy." 

Since introducing the sexual-abuse prevention program two years ago, National 
Catholic Services has seen sever.ii adults removed from their posts in schools and 
at least one arrested for molesting a child, said Sharon Doty, a consultant and 
national progn.un trainer with the group. 

She added the offenders were turned in after those who attended the training 
session were told to be on the lookout for people who routinely wrestle with 
children or tickle them, or single one out for special dinners or trips. 

To help those who work with children know what constitutes proper and 
improper behavior, the diocese has outlined what they can and cannot do to show 
affection or encouragement 

Shoulder-to-shoulder hugs and pats on the shoulder or back are appropriate 
while lengthy embraces and kisses on the mouth are nol, according to the 
diocese's standards of behavior. 

Sleeping in a bed, s leeping bag or small tent with a minor is considered 
inappropriate while holding hands while walking with a small child is 
appropriate. 

Priests, deacons, sch<>0l principals and youth ministry directors also were told to 

http://www.suburbanchicagonews.com/heraJdnews/top/j25diocese.htm 
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refrain from: 

• Holdiog minors over age 5 or 6 on the lap; 

• Touching the knees or legs ofa minor. 

• Giving piggyback rides; 

• Offering any type of massage; 

• Extending compliments that relate to physique or body dcvclopmenL 

Doty estimates the program, Protecting God's Children, has been implemented 
in 50 Catholic d.ioccses nationwide, including some in Florida. Texas, Las Vegas, 
Michigan, Pennsylvania and Boston. 

"This (program) helps parishes hold people accountable," said Tom Quinlan., 
director of religious education in the JoUct Diocese. "That's what we want." 

Many of those who attended the four-hour training session Tuesday walked 
away invigorated. 

"It's a very good program." said one gentleman. who declined to give his name. 
"It's going to work out well and address the issues." 

"It will be helpful for everybody," said Kim Schlegel. principal at SL Paul the 
Apostle School in Joliet. 

She added she plans to go back to her school and identify secluded areas that 
could pose a threat to children and sec if they could be made safer by installing 
windows that would allow passers-by to notice anything awry. 

" It's going to make me ... a lot more vigilant," Schlegel said of the training 
program. 

Charla Brautigam can be reached at (815) 729-6079, or via e-mail at 
cbrautigam@scnl.com. 
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Natalie Bayci 

From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

"Tom Quinlan" <tquinlan@dioceseofjoliet.org> 
<ahantschel@dailysouthtown.com> 
<mwaters@dailysouthtown.com> 
Thursday, June 26, 2003 2:31 PM 
Protecting God's Children 

Hi Allison, 

(100234 

Just wanted to say thanks to the Southtown for the coverage of our diocesan 
unveiling of "Protecting God's Children" in the Diocese of Joliet. We're very pleased 
to be able to share the content of this fine program with the people of the diocese. 

I've been told that the diocese intends to be in full compliance with the requirments 
of the Washington auditing group. In the coming weeks and months, good news 
about the diocese moving forward "Protecting God's Children" and turning the 
corner to heal the wounds that remain from incidents of clergy sexual abuse will 
become the norm. From my perspective, the Church wishes to become a model for 
responsible action concerning sexual abuse of minors as we move forward. This is 
certainly a good thing! 

( l invite you to share the positive steps the Church will continue make as reforms are 
implemented. Over time this will be the news of the day. 

Best wishes, 
Tom Quinlan 
Diocesan Director, Religious Education Office 

By the way, Allison, just as an example of the many good news stories that people 
should know more about, a group from the diocese just came from the annual 
mission trip to our Bolivian Mission, where young people took on tasks from building 
structures to caring for orphans, and much more. It's a wonderful story, just begging 
to be told! If you want more information, call Natalie Bayci at 722-6606. She 
oversaw the trip. 

612612003 



'· 

Bishop, 

called and left a voice mail message on June 28th at 
e was appalled by this article (I found it and printed it 

out). He is hoping someone will call this writer to task. (I have 
marked the paragraph he referred to) 

Natalie 
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The Tribunal Office 000238 
815-722-2256 

. 215 

q 310 Bridge Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435-6399 Fax 815-722-6692 

MEMORANDUM August 27, 2003 

TO: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 

FROM: Reverend Joseph J. Tapella 

RE: Woman for the Finance Board 

As I mentioned to you last week, one of our female petitioners 
is the president of Bridgeview Bank in Woodridge. She has been president of the CCW and has 
been honored as a "\Voman of the Year" (date unknown). From her testimony, she appears to be 
quite spiritual, religious, involved in the parish, etc. You might ask - about the 
advisability of her being appointe<l to the Finance Board. If you decide to offer the appointment, 
her address is: 

You might want to know that the annulment has been granted here, but it has yet to be confirmed 
in Chicago. There is no date set for the hearing there, but I anticipate it will be some time in late 
September and I presume there will be no problem with its confirmation. 

Any questions, let me know. 

~ J_ y; 
Revercn~J. Tapella 
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Man claims he was abused by priest 

Alleged molestation: Suit brought against Joliet Diocese 

By Ted Slowik 
STAFF WRITER 

JOLIET - A Glen Ellyn man in his 40s is suing the Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Joliet, alleging he was repeatedly sexually molested by a former priest at a 
Lombard parish during the 1960s. 

Members of Survivors Network of Those Abused by Priests announced the 
lawsuit Tuesday outside the Joliet Diocese chancery on Summit Street. 

The man, who filed the lawsuit in DuPage County court as John Doe, says he 
was molested by the Rev. Edward Stefanich, 65, at Christ the King parish. The 
man, who wants to remain anonymous to protect the privacy of his four children, 
told The Herald News he had repressed memories of the abuse for three decades. 
He said he recalled the abuse while he was undergoing counseling. 

"I was having a nightmare and my wife tried to wake me up. ln my sleep I said 
he was raping me. It wasn't until a year ago that I consciously remembered it," 
the man said. 

The case is different than other suits filed against the Joliet Diocese for several 
reasons. Unlike the three suits dismissed last year because the statute of 
limitations had expired, this suit appears to have been filed within the time frame 
for repressed memory cases. Also, this is the first suit against the Joliet Diocese 
filed by Minneapolis attorney Jeffrey Anderson, who has represented hundreds 
of clergy-abuse victims in legal action against dioceses across the nation. 

Sex abuse claims 

The case is the first filed against the JoJiet Diocese since the discovery earlier 
this year of a 1962 Vatican document that called for utmost secrecy in handling 
claims of sexual abuse by priests. 

"We're making some arguments that historically haven't been made in respect to 
freedom of religion," said Chicago attorney Marc Pearlman, co-counsel for the 
man filing the suit. "It's fairly clear evidence in my view of a conspiracy." 

The suit charges the diocese with making false representations, concealing 
criminal activity, obstructing justice and criminal investigations, evading civil 
and criminal liability and encouraging parishioners to keep scandals secret 
through the guise of religious teachings and spiritual instruction and counseling. 

A spokesman for Bishop Joseph lmesch, who has headed the Joliet Diocese 
since 1979, said diocesan officials were surprised when SNAP members showed 
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up outside the chancery to hold a press conference. The diocese would not 
comment on the suit because officials have not yet had a chance to review it, he 
said. 

"It's an odd way to serve a lawsuiL They walked up and handed it to us. I would 
think we would get that through court," said diocesan spokesman John Cullen. 

SNAP President Barbara Blaine said she hopes the suit will encourage other 
victims of sexual abuse to come forward. 

''The Diocese of Joliet has been terrible in meeting the needs of victims," Blaine 
said. "We hope they stop fighting these things on statute of limitations grounds." 

Breaking the silence 

Blaine, who founded SNAP in the Chicago area in the early 1990s, said it is 
difficult for people who were abused by priests to break the silence. 

"I think all of us who were sexually molested by priests have felt an incredible 
responsibility to keep secret and not tarnish the reputation of the church," she 
said. 

Stefanich is one of the few Joliet Diocese priests - Larry Gibbs and Miles 
White are two others - who were removed from the priesthood during lrnesch's 
tenure after they were involved in highly publicized sex. scandals involving 
minors. The diocese has never said how many priests were the subjects of claims 
of criminal abuse, though the DuPage County state's attorney said his office 
investigated evidence of credible claims against 29 priests. 

The others have either died or been removed from active ministry, though 
several continue to receive housing assistance and other financial support from 
the diocese. 

Stefanich served jail time during the 1980s for sexually abusing a teenage girl 
who was a parishioner of his at a Woodridge parish. Stefanich's whereabouts are 
unknown, according to attorneys for the man filing the lawsuit 

Reporter Ted Slowik can be reached at (815) 729-6053 or via e-mail at 
tslowik@scnl.com. 

09/24/03 
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Man claims priest abused him in '60s 

By Karen Mellen 
Tribune staff reporter 
Published September 24, 2003 

A west suburban man is alleging in a lawsuit filed Tuesday that a former 
priest who served time in jail for abusing a girl in the 1980s abused him in the 
late 1960s at Christ the King Church in Lombard. 

r521 E-mail this story 

~ Printer-friendly f 
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The suit, filed in DuPage County Circuit Court by a plaintiff identified only as John Doe 85, names tt 
Catholic Diocese of Joliet, the bishop and the priest, Edward Stefanich. The plaintiff repressed merr 
of the abuse by Stefanich until two years ago, said his attorney, Marc Pearlman of Chicago. 

The suit alleges the abuse occurred in 1969 
church rectory while Doe, then about 12 yea 
was attending grade school at Christ the Kin 
Pearlman said the man, now in his 40s and 
working in Niles, declined to be named in thE 
lawsuit because he has four children. 

The plaintiff, in a brief phone interview, said 
was trying to find closure in filing the lawsuit. 
whole issue has had a tremendous impact o 
life," he said. 

The plaintiff said he planned to speak with ct 
authorities about his allegations. 

"He is seeking healing, and he is seeking tru 
said Barbara Blaine, president of SNAP, ThE 
Survivors Network of those Abused by Pries· 
news conference Tuesday outside the office: 

the Joliet diocese. "He wants to let other suNivors know they can come forward." 

Also named in the lawsuit is Bishop Joseph lmesch. A spokesman for the diocese declined commer 
saying church lawyers had not yet had a chance to read the lawsuit. 

"This is the first time we've heard [about] him [Stefanich] abusing anybody other than the abuse oft 
teenage girl," said spokesman John Cullen. 

In 1987, Stefanich, who was then 48, pleaded guilty to abusing a 14-year-old girl at St Scholastica 
Catholic Church in Woodridge. He was sentenced to 6 months in jail and agreed to leave the priest! 

Officials said Stefanich told the girl he was in love with her and wanted to marry her when she tume 
Officials said he bought her jewelry and a car and used parish funds to pay her tuition to high schoo 
two years. 

Stefanich could not be reached for comment Tuesday at a residence in Joliet where he apparently : 
some of his time. 

Pearlman said the plaintiff does not know what caused him to remember the alleged abuse, but has 

http ://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/southsouthwest/chi-0309240l29sep24,1,4177090 .story 9/24/2003 
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in counseling and has had problems with substance abuse and sleeping since. 

The Joliet diocese has had a number of priests removed from the ministry because of abuse allegal 
including some with connections to Christ the King. 

Lawrence Gibbs, who left the priesthood after being accused of sexual abuse, served at Christ the I 
the late 1970s. The Joliet diocese has settled lawsuits involving Gibbs. 

Pearlman said he hopes the Joliet diocese works with his client to resolve this lawsuit. Even though 
been many years since the abuse allegedly occurred, Pearlman said the clock on the statute of limit 
did not start until after his client remembered what happened, which means the case is viable. 
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Priest convicted of molestation faces 
new lawsuit 

September 24, 2003 

BY DAN ROZEK Staff Reporter 

A former Catholic priest 
convicted in the 1980s of 
sexually abusing a 14-
year-old girl has been 
accused in a civil lawsuit 
with molesting an altar 
boy more than 30 years 
ago at Christ the King 
Church in Lombard. 

In filing the suit Tuesday 
in DuPage County, the 
unidentified man - now 
in his 40s and listed only 
as "John Doe 85" - says 
he suppressed for 
decades his memories of 
the alleged abuse, which 
he said began about 
1969. It was only in 2001 

Advertisement 

while Doe was "struggling with substance abuse and other issues," that he 
recalled the abuse, attorney Marc Pearlman said. 

The suit names Edward Stefanich, 65, and also contends officials in the Joliet 
diocese are at fault. 

John Cullen, a spokesman for the Joliet diocese, declined to comment on the 
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suit except to say "we'll cooperate with the proper authorities." {) 0 0 2 4 4 
Cullen confirmed that Stefanich hasn't served as a priest since his criminal 
conviction in 1987. 
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Wrong focus for the Diocese of Joliet Could it be_ th~ 
'-I read Mr. John Regm's letter to the ' -~ev. Regan ~as atta~~ed M:· Slowik~

editor Feb. 15 in whiCffhe teveled sev~ ~ the paper.without·~sclosmg ~o YO:~ 
erat accusations agfilnst reporter Ted r~aders hi~ pr<?fesstonal ~ela~ons~p 
Sfowik. While I have no problem with with the Joliet diocese ~d its .bishop. ,, 
Mr. Regan takipg issue with Mr. If that's the ca~e, I _d ~dvise ~-
Slowik's reporting of the Church sex Regan to stop wasting his time w~~g 
abuse seandal or the opinions contained ;ibout Mr. Slowik ~d s~ focusmg his 
in. bis columns I cannot allow his asser- attention on :finditrg a bunch of honor· 
tion that Mr. SlowikbaS a.ii "obvious Jia- able recruitS'Wfio woi)'t run roughs!J.od 
tred of things Catholic" to go uncbal- over the lives and the frust of a new gen-
Ie.nged. eration of]oliet's Catholics. 

l have known Mr. Slowik for several Tim Placber 
years, first as the beat reporter for Joliet Joliet 
City Hall and now as a fellow parent of 
clu1dren attending~ local Catholic Where's the bull? 

-schoo1-li;i. the time fhave known Mr. 
Slowik, I have found him to be a man of 
faith, integrity and conviction. It is ap
parently easier to blame him for contin
uing to report on the Church's prob
lems than to blame the Church man
agement that created the crisis in the 

· firstplace. · 

I find this to be a remarkable dichoto
my! The Democratic National Co~ 
tee seems grea~ly concerned with 
George W. Bush's association with the 
Texas Air National Guard during the 
Viet Nam police action. 

,,_ 

Write to: _ 
l.eUess 1o £ditOi. 
1be Herald Has 
300 r.aterpilar Drive 
Joiet, u. 60436-1097 

· or fax to: 
{815)7~. 
ore-man: 
fleraldl)l!WS@scdl..eom 

Please flJl'lit letters to 
about 300 words. Let
ters must be signed, 
with an address and 
telep..hone number in
cluded for verification. 
Letters are. not re-
turned to the Writer. 

We reserve the right to 
edit letters and to use 
them in any publica
tion, digitat f~~· or 
any service we offer. 

NO. 

Mr. Slowik is committed to that 
church. He sacrifices to put two chil
clrell through Catholic school, volun
teers his time to be a leader of the 
school's Cub Scout troop and assists 
with several other parish activities. To 
attack Mr. Slowik as being anti-Catholic 
is misinfonned, mislea~g and mistak

I can't help but wonder where tills 
concern was when their Democratic 
presidential noini.nee was William J. 
Clinton. You may recall "draft-dodger 
Willie." Even his student deferment was 
suspect He even went so far as to pub
licly protest Viet Nam while residing in 
a foreign country. Just wondering. 

Letters to the editor do ' 

en. 
What's funny to nie is that Mr. John 

Regan shares the same name as Rev. 
John Regan, the director of vocations 

It does prove the old adage, "It all de
pends on whose bull is getting gored." 
H. M. Knarr, Jr. · 
Joliet 

not necessarily reflect 
the views of The Her-
a.Id News. Fadl.181 as
sertions contained in 
tfle letters have not 

., been confirmed or ln 
any way autflenticated 
by this publication. 
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Busy µionth for 
priest sexual 
abuse crimes 

Tbi.·s has been a busy month in 
the ongoing sexual abuse 
scandal in the Roman Catholic 
Church, particularly for the 

Diocese ofJoliet 
A U.S. Conference of Catholic 

Bishops report'gave the diocese high 
marks for establishing a review board 
in -1990 to assess allegations of seXlial 
misconduct involving minors. That was 
years before many other dioceses 
formed similar boards. 

This week, a judge handed down the 
mest severe sentence ever given to a 

Ted 
Slowik 

Joliet Diocese 
priest convicted 
of a sex crime 
involving children 
by sen.ding the 
Rev. F.red 
Lenczycki to 
prison for five 
years. 

DuPage County 
State!s Attorney 
JoeBiikett 
harshly criticized 
Joliet Bishop 
Joseph Imesch for 
reassigning 

Lenc~clti to parish ministries after the 
biShop was alerted that the priest 
engaged in inappropriate behavior with 
boys. Sadly, Imesch's failure to remove 
Lenczycki from. ministry earlier cau$00 
more children to suffer. prosecutors 
~d. The priestwho Imesch-shuffled o1f 
to Califomiacontio.uedto molest boys 
out West, despite haVlng undergone 
counseling for flis behavior, criminal 
investigators.said. 

And what of the review board that 
the Joliet Diocese founded in 1990? 
Recent events raise questions about 
whether the church can be trusted to 
police itself. ~ 

Let's-assume the review board, in 
1990 was informed that Imesch learned early in 1985 that Lenczycki was_ 
abusing boys. The fact is, no action was 
taken until 1991, when Imesch 
reassigned Lenczycki to serve as a 
hospital chaplain iaSt Louis where he 
remained in ministry- and a threat to 
children - until 2002. 

jnapE>ropriate be~vior with boys. · · -; ~ 
Lombard police investigated Gibbs in 
1979. Christ the King parishioners who 
believed Gibbs molested their sQns ·~ 
wrote lmesch letters in 1980, honi:fiea 
to learn that Im~h reas§igned the 
priest to St Joseph Parisli in LoCkport: 

One mother, Whose 14-year-old had 
been. to Gibbs' cabfu, wrote aboutthe 
difficulty thather son was having talking 
~bout what Gibbs bad done. to him. 
Without the compelling testimony of 
young victims who were unable to 
·summon the courage to articulate what 
Gibbs bad done, prosecutors had to drop 
charges. Gibbs received counseling, and 
Imesch wrote a note back to the mother. 

"While I feel that professio~ help is 
needed, I do not feel that the matter 
was so serious that Father Gibbs · 
should not be reassigned to another 
parish," Imesch wrote in 1980. 

Imesch received another letter in 1980 
from a couple wbo wrote about hov,vGibbs 
brainwashed their son into silence. and 
praised the.irpastor- the Rev. Jobn Ryan 
- for helping the family heal 

"If ithad not beenfor Father John 
Ryan talking to our son, and releasing 
hirn from the vow Father I.any Gibbs 
made him take, our torment would have 
gone on for much longer," they wrote. 

Imesch wrote back that he was 
convinced no crime had occurred. 

"I liave sp9ken with the civil 
authorities involved and have been 
assured ~at they V?ere uriable to
uncov~r any evidence that any criminal 
activity took place," Imescb wrote. 

So Gibbs allegedly continued to prey 
on boys for another 13 years, until 
Joseph Dittrich filed his lawsuit that 
recounted how Gibbs allegedly 
sexually abused him while the priest ~ 
~erved in Lockport. It wasn'tuntjl 1993 
- three years after the formation of 
the review board - that Imesch 

. removed Gibbs from parishes for 
good. 

Today, weknowfrom evidence 
unco\7ered in Boston and elsewhere 
that Church leaders shamed families 
into silence or bribed tliem with free 

· education at Catholic schools. To say 
authorities could find no evidence of 
crimes is misleading at best. 

Two of Gibbs' alleged victims -
young men ages 19 and 1~ who ~ 

· encountered the priest in Lockport
took their own lives. The tragedy is that 

~ those boys never would have met Gibbs 
• if lmesch had only heeded the parents.,. 
warnings to _!{eep tlie priest away from 
other children. · 

, Reporter Ted Slowik ean he reached 
at (815) 729-6053 or via e··tnat.1 at 

· tslawik@scnLcom. 
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Priest sex-abuse case renews retroactive debate ~ 
• Statue of limitations?: 
Attorneys wait to learn 
whether court will 
hear dismissal appeals 

8)' Ted Sljwlk . 
ST Al'!' WRITER 

WHEATON - A DuPage 
County judge's ruling in a sexual· 
abuse ca~e invol\'.ing the Roman 
C~tholio Diocese·olJoliet I~ reviving 
debate about whether a CW!Dtstate 
law can be appJ.ied retroactively. 

DuPage County Judge John 
Elsner; on Thursday disroissc;id a 
1awsilltii1ed in 2003 by Lwo brothers 
who claimed they wei;e repeatedly 
molested by three. 
th e children 

bo are pow n t e 1· 40!h 
c a that when they were 
children at St. John the Eaptist 
Chureh in Winfield they were 
molested by the R~v~. }ohn Slown, 
Arno Dennerlein and Rlchard 

Ruffalo. 
Slown was convicted in 1983 of 

molesting an altar boy and removed 
from the pl'iesthopcl RuJiato died in 
19971 The Joli'cfDiocese placed 
De:nnerlein on administrative leave 
last year when a diffet'ent pair of 
brotbers accused Dennerlein of 
mele$ting them at St. J?atrick'.s 
Cnurch in Joliet during the 1970s. 

Elsner ruled that the alleged 
molestations ot the Welches 
occurred t<10 Jong ago f-0r them to 
pur~ue actio11 <lgflins't lhe:: churchi 

tn J'uly 2003, state legislators 
approved changes- to the previous 
statute 0£ limitations for filing a 
lawsriluin a sex abuse case from tWo 
yeai:s to 10 years after !!he Vict.im's 
18th birthday, or :five years after tl1e 
victim-realizes he was harmed by an 
abuser. 

Since \:hen1 judges in Will Go1.U1ty 
an.d elSewhere have i'ulod that the 
law cannot be applied rell:oactively. 

In August, Cook County Judge 
Diane Joan Larsen .ruled the 
e1'ten,ded statute could not be 
applied retroactively, f n her ruling, 

Larse11 quoted hill sponsor state 
Rep. Jim Brosnahan, D~Evergreen 
Park, citing a General Assembly 
trilllscrlp~,in whl9)1 BroE1nahan $aid1 
"What I am not mg to do with this 
bill is to revive any cause of action 
where the ... statute of limitations 
has already e,"{pil'ed." 

Later, 13rosh,ahan tdld tbe 
Chicago Sun·T'imes, "My intentwas 
not to revive any causes of action 
that already were ruled as being 
time-barred by a court ... However, I 
do believe that the Jaw should and 
can be applied retroactively,justnot 
to those cases thal have ah:eady 
been ruled on by a court." 

Chicago attorney Marc 
-Pearlman, who represe11ts the 
Welch brothws, believes it's a point 
that a higher coUrt must decide. 

"We have a disagreement 
between the Legislature and the 
courts,'' J?earllfian said on Fdday. 
''We're cOMidering our options. 
This is not the last word on this 
issue.'' 

Joliet attorneys are waiting to 
learn whether an appellate court 

m 
will bear appeals of a Will County 
ruling to dlsmiss two lawsui~ 
against the Joliet Diocese on statl.11! 
of limitations grounds. (I) 

Of five other suits pendinf) 
against the Joliet Diocese, four ~ 
repressed memory claims, wbi 
means t11e claimants' recent 
r et11lled memories o{ al_le,g 
inei<lents that occwred many ye 
ago . .Repressed memory claimS ~ 
exempt from the statute <fh 
limitations, . O 

A fifth suit names aa i:i defend&llti 
the .Rev. Fred Lenezycki, who ! 
convicted last year of sexual 
abusing lllree Hinsdale altar boys 
1984 and sentenced to ;ft~~ yea.ts Q: 
pdsop. -0 

Joliet Diocese spoke~man JohiP 
Cullen did notjmmedia~lyreply ~ 
phone messages on Fridity. rn 

Tfi,e Chicago Su~~Times ~ 
co,itributed to this repo.rt. :t: 
Reporter T8d Slowik can be 
reached at (815) 729-lj053 or 
via e-mail at 
tslowik@sct(l.com. 
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To see, and then to do, the right thing. This process is perhaps more difficult today than ever 

before. Most of us are challenged frequently here. From driving within the speed limit to full 
disclosure on income tax forms: from a friend or relative's abortion to insider trading on Wall Street: 
from war and peace to the death penalty: we are challenged each day. 

What's the moral thing, what's the ethical thing, what's the legal thing, what's the right thing, 
what's the difference? These questions are ours. We are blessed to have the church as a guide, as a 
mother, as a signpost, as a compass. Sometimes tyrannical in distant centuries, the church today 
considers certain sensitivities and free will to be important. Perhaps the church respects individual 
conscience better today than ever before. Still, to have her as a moral guide is a wonderful thing. 

I received an invitation the other day, as did all priests, I guess. Next Sunday afternoon the 
Cardinal and a Chicago priest are putting on a presentation entitled "How can the Church recover its 
moral voice?" We all know the Church has lost this moral voice in recent years. What a shame to be 
without signposts that you can trust, with a broken compass in your pocket. 

I won't be going to the presentation. As is the case with most priests, I'm usually pretty tired 
by Sunday afternoon. And for 30 years I've reserved Sunday evening, as best as I've been able, for 
family and for friends whom I neglect more often than I care to admit. 

We've been told to "brace ourselves" for the national report, full and large, corrung in 
February. The bishops' task force will tell all, about numbers of cases, about total dollars spent, and 
about the multiple assignments that known abusers had been given in years past. 

What will the church ever do to recover its moral voice? Perhaps examples from business, 
military, and other walks of life where regular ordinary people live might offer up some guidance for 
the church. Civil authority has certainly been forcing the church lately towards the right thing. 

When a chief executive officer in the corporate world is revealed to have knowingly or 
unknowingly jeopardized the organiz.ation, the board or the directors or whoever calls him or her in. 
A resignation is expected. When the navy captain runs his or her ship up on a reef, shoal, or beach, 
whether he or she was at the wheel or asleep in his or her quarters, that captain is expected to resign 
the command. He or she can stay in the navy, perhaps continue doing some good work, but not at the 
helm again. Roman army commanders as well as Japanese samurai fell on their own swords. _ 

Recently we've heard news stories about a fonner priest at a neighboring parish in Hinsdale 
and his recent convictfon and sentencing. He's gone to prison, where every proven abuser belongs. 
According to media reports, he had been reassigned a number of times, knowingly, on the "watch" of 
Bishop Joseph Imesch, the Joliet diocese's bishop. 

If those reports are true, and only he can absolutely say if they are, then Bishop Imes ch ought 
to resign inunediately. Not from the priesthood, not from being a bishop, but from the "helm" of the 
Joliet diocese. Good ministry, in many forms, could be available to him. But for the good of the 
church, not just in Joliet, but nationally and worldwide, he should resign. 

And so should every other bishop in every diocese in the United States on whose "watch" 
these reassigrunents took place. If the ship runs aground, the captain doesn't court martial the 
meteorologist or the map maker, the helmsman or the officer of the bridge (the navy might; but not 
that captain). The captain resigns command. 

To say that "it was a. bad mistake, but we didn't know better'', or ''we used to handle these 
problems internally" or "we were concerned about scandal" just isn't enough. I believe the church 
might eventually recover its moral voice, if the hemorrhaging can be stopped. That. won't happen 
until the church finds the right thing to do. 

Fr. Klees 
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Struggle over abuse claims 

Joliet Diocese cases: Will County judge hears arguments on whether 
priests can still be sued 

By Ted Slowik 
STAFF WRITER 

JOLIET - A closely watched legal battle played out in a WilJ County 
courtroom on Wednesday as attorneys for the Roman catholic Diocese of 
Joliet and for two priests tried to convince a judge to dismiss lawsuits filed 
by men who claim they were sexually abused when they were boys. 

The debate centers on whether changes adopted during 2003 to the state law 
regarding child abase should apply to the cases. The revised law extends the 
sta1ute of limitations, aUowing alleged victims of sexual abuse more time to 
pursue action against offenders. 

Altomeys for the diocese and for tbe priests argue that applying the law 
retroactively would strip the accused defendants of basic constitutional rights 
to due process. Advocates for victims of sexual abuse say 1he int.en1 of the 
revised legislation was to give people more time to connect their emotional 
injuries to the sexual abuse they suffered as children. 

Some say a ruling i11 the Will County cases will affect future judgments in 
cases involving child sexual abuse throughout the state. 

"I believe that this Jaw is the begirming of justice for so many survivors of 
sexual abuse ... Unfortunately, now instead of working to ensure the safety of 
children, certain Catholic leaders have decided to attack the constitutionality 
oftb.is law in the Illinois courtS," said state Sen. Jacqueline Collins, D
Cb.icago, a sponsor of the 2003 amendments to the Abused and Neglected 
Child Reporting Act. 

Both Will County cases were filed in 2002 and name the Diocese of Joliet 
and Bishop Joseph Imescb as defendants for allegedly being negligent by 
allowing priests suspected of child abuse to serve in parishes. 

One suit was filed by d three others 
against the Rev. Lawrence Mullins, who is accuse o fondling boys when he 
served at the Cathedral of St. Raymond P~ Late 1970s and 
early 1980s. The other suit was brought by ...._and three others 
against fonner pr iest Michael Gibbney, who is accused of molesting boys at 
an Elmhurst parish during the late 1970s. 

http://www.suburbanchicagonews.com/heraldnews/top/j 08diocese.htm 
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Judge James Garrison dismissed lhe cases in April 2003, but left the door 
open for plaintiff's attorneys to file amended complaints if they decided to 
claim that rnem.ories oftbe alleged abuse had been repressed. In June -
before a final ruling was made - the new law took effect. 

After hearing nearly two hours of arguments on Wednesday, Garrison said 
be would issue a written ruling in two to three weeks. The judge told 
attomeys for the alleged victims that it is their responsibility to prove why the 
cases should not be dismissed for statute of limitations reasons. 

"lf you're in your mid-30s, and the abuse happened as a minor, and you 
always remembered the abuse, but couldn't connect it to your injuries, wben 
was the dfacovery triggered?" Garrison asked at one point. "Their (attorneys 
for the alleged victims) theory is the priest brainwashed them - therefore 
they didn't realize (the abuse) was a bannful act." 

Diocesan attorney James Byrne argued that the new Law cannot be applied 
retroactively. 

"An amendmem cannot go back and take away a right that has been 
vested," Byrne said. 

Michael Bolos, a Joliet attorney representing the alleged victims, argued 
that legislators in 2003 clearly intended to give adults who were sexually 
abused as children more time to pursue action against their molesters. 

Outside Garrison's courtroom, members of the Survivors Network of those 
Abused by Priests told reporters that many parishioners have difficulty 
tmderstanding the power that predatory priests exerted over their victims. 
Some abusive clerics convinced vulnerable adolescents that it would be 
sinful to question the authority of priests, which is why some victims are well 
into adulthood before they can confront their abusers. 

"When a priest invoked the power of God, and the power of love, tbat 
becomes an issue that cuts right to your heart and soul. It questions our fiber 
and beliefs. So many survivors, when they sha~ their abuse) 
with family members, were disbelieved," said ~of Park 
Forest, a father of six who said he was sexually abused by a priest when be 
attended Quigley Seminary in Chicago. 

SNAP member Barb Colarelli said she bad difficulty listening to church 
lawyers trying to get cases thrown out on technicalities. 

"The more egregious the behavior. the more damage it caused, the longer it 
takes to realize the harm that was done." Colarelli said. ''This is very painful 
(for survivors), and the pain is just skipped over. Parishioners should be 
questioning why (diocesan representatives) aren't helping (abuse victims) 
instead of looking for loopholes." 

Reporter Ted Slowik can be reached at (815) 729-6053 or via e-mail at 
ts/owik@scnl.com. 

01/08/04 
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-. "' people who were sexually abused Instead, they're met with the three to release the_ names of all priests 

by priests., regardle$s of pending Ds; delay'" deny and defend," said . accused of sexual abuse but said ~ 
liti~ation .. {. ~ ~ ·" ·· · Jolietattomey¥ich~el"Bolos:1·''.·' : ~Catholic church lead~rs . wete "' (") 

. ~!though the ~iocese was . Auditors rev1e'Yed, co~pllance showing signs of improvement. m 
.. ~· ,, .. ,- .. .. -. -.~ - - - ~Ill.mg t_o offer as~1stance to all m 19~ of the nation s di?ceses, .. "The fact that the audit wa~ < 

,: .. • " : . ~' ,1 . :: , .,_y,1c,tims/sll,rviv~rs, ... tn a n°'riber of, .arc~d1;pees~s and_~pa~ch1~s and "" .corifpleted·is no£e~ortby ~n itself.cl> m 
:: · · ~u(bto.rs recommended th~t ~e . ' rnst~nce-s· pia~ht1Y.fs' attor_n~ys f~·und: tha.t ?O' we.r.e~'not .i.n_ .f~ll 'since it represents· th~ first titmO c 
•.· Johet Diocese lead a mult1fa1th restricted the diocese fr. om h.a\llllg compltance, mcludmg New York; bishops and dioceses h. av. e open~ -n 

, :: initiative to add~ess the issue of . ~y co~1tact whatsoever wi~ their Anc.horag7, Alaska; a~d Omaha, theil doors~ to the scrutiny 9m :;:o 
,/ tl ,sexu!'l abµ~e O~Jlllfl:O,J1'· .. · . . ·r· . . .client~1 the r~port s~tes. ~ ·~; . Jif;eb,. ., N: at1o~al re~~t1on .. tQ the · <>ut~M.ers '~ ki·hkiU!p~PJ,esi·deif() Q 
1 , ·~· ''.S~ce the d1o~ese 1s the~large~t · ·. B~t attorneys for some abuse· 'report was .. nuxed. · "' ?'. " s·usan Afchibald .. said' in ~ ~ 3: 

:: rebgiou~ group ~.the territory, 1t victim~ say that :when abuse The ~htcago:based Na~1on~1 statement ~ _.,. 
r ~i :. ,was b~liev.ed ,that 1t shoul~ ~e a . allegations w~re f~rst reported Federation uof Pnests Council s!iJd . 'the bisho 8 conference on FebQ ::C ... ! :; 111 leaders)l~p ro'l~" a.nd >Jimtiate . .t·Ye~r~ ~g9,.1Johet ,B1sho~ J.o:Seph· . ~pe repoft:. a:&Jrms the1dedication: :. · 27 is .$cbedtifud;to releas~:a'secO"ntln' m 
' :; :cooperation" · with ~' other .· ·lmesch )'ed the'm to beheve the and commitment of the USCCB, of . 1 .. · · 1 

, :: denominations, the report states. offenders would no longer·serve as local dioceses and of the Office of report that. will detai the numbeio Q 
... . The Rev. Stanley Orlikiewicz, priests', but reassigned them Child and Youth ProtectionJn . of offenders, the number of peopl~ Q 
;; retired pastor .9f»the Cathedral of ·instea& .. , ·, .: . ~ .:... . I•.• . their ·effor-ts. to lmp:lemen.t·ithe . !iepo~~dly_~~us~~ .andJh~ c~~tEJQ (") 
~~ St. Raymond and the diocese's · Attorneys also Claini the diocese Charter 'for the 'Protection of ·as.socia.ted·with. se:ima1"abuse of(;) m 

i ; ~: ecumenical officer, will lead the is still using heavy-handed legal Children and Young People,'' minors in ~ach ~1ocese.. J;"' 
· ~; initiative. to wor!< with other local tactics to fig;ht civil lawsuits rather which l)isµ~ps adopted in Dallas'in . ~e Johet p1oces; wdl releasec; m 

1:. )'eligietls fostitutfons to address • · than offering ¢oriipensatio11 to JQ.fte 2002;' . ·• ". -. ·· · ... · '" that .uifo~l}!:1on ~n its ~wn.~y;~th8"tJ O 
~; the issue, Cullen said. · victims. ' · · The Linkup, a group of abuse end of]anttary, Cullen-Satd. - "'T1 
t: The only other recommendation "Our clients are looking for survivors that formed in Chicago ,ti1'.i ·. S:: t.. 
t:: j~ tb,at ?1e dioce~e .o#~r to couns.el _ cl?sure. !hey're looJdng, for peat~. i i i~~tM eadg~~.990s, urged di0:ce's~~ (") ~ 
' -;: I• '* H:Mffiit .. p11'fr*' ., ::C ~ 
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Milwaukee - Fr. Joe Hornacek 

(10025G 

1 . Salary is maintained until the priest steps down from his ministry. Then he receives an 
amount that is about half of what he had been receiving. (Varies depending whether the priest is 
able to find a position). 
Milwaukee is going to be reviewing the procedure in the next couple of weeks. 
2. Money is taken from the budget of the Vicar for Clergy - for priests who are unassignable 
because of health, etc. 
3. Health benefits & pension continue. 
4. Monitoring: 

a. When a priest was in a parish, 2 or 3 persons knew of his background and kept their 
eyes on him, e.g. parish council president, another priest, etc. 
Q.. When a priest steps down, one of the permanent deacons who had been a police 
officer conducts monthly interviews with the priest and provides the Vicar for Clergy with 
a written report. 

Chicago- Fr. Jim Kaczorowski 
1. Salary is maintained but lessened by 10%. 
2. Money taken from the Office of Professional Responsibility budget - for priests who are 
unassignable because of health, etc. 
3. Room & board, health benefits, auto insurance, etc. 
4. Monitoring: 

a. A priest monitors the 9 priests staying at the retreat house. They are required to 
keep a daily log of how time is spent, e.g. attendance at a movie, etc. When they send 
the log to the Vicar for Priests, they have to include the ticket stub. 
b. Priests who are older and/or who are retired sometimes live with their relatives. They 
are required to call the Office of Professional Responsibility on a daily basis. 

- Out of state travel may require someone to accompany the priest. 
-Usually Vicar for Clergy talks to the priests once a week and meets with them in person 
a couple of times a month. 
-Included in monitoring/supervision are visits to therapist and spiritual director. Honesty 
with the therapist and spiritual director is important. 
-Expected to attend AA groups or other groups in which they are involved. 
- Priest needs to know he is not abandoned. 

Cleveland - Fr. John Murphy 
1. Salary is maintained - base salary: $1512 per month & $1 O more per month for each year of 
ordination. Over 20 years, $15 per month. 
2. Money is taken from a special fund - infirm priests fund. 
3. Health insurance provided but not housing. 

St. Paul - Fr. Kevin McDonough 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
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From: 
To: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

-
. .. ., . -. . 1oliet.org> 

Thursday, January 29, 2004 2:14 AM 
FWD NEWS ARTICLE: Priests' abuse lawsuits dropped 

This www.dailyherald.com news story was forwarded to you by 

Hi Nat. For your files. 

FORWARDED STORY BELOW 

Priests' abuse lawsuits dropped 
By Tona Kunz Daily Herald Staff Writer 

fu one of the first tests of the state's newly broadened law dealing 
with the sexual abuse of minors3 a Will County judge dismissed two 
lawsuits against two former DuPage County priests and the Joliet Diocese. 

Judge James Garrison said Thursday the lawsuits against the Rev. 
Michael Gibbney and the Rev. Lawrence Mullins failed to qualify under 
the repressed memory portion of the state's statute of limitations. 

Garrison said the nine men who filed the lawsuits failed to prove 
they were emotionally or psychologically incapable after turning 18 
years old of recognizing the alleged abuse was wrong and could have 
caused their stress. 

The men had argued they did not draw a connection between their 
alleged abuse and current emotional problems until hearing about other 
priest abuse cases. 

Legal experts are watching closely to see how Thursday's ruling 
will affect the flurry of lawsuits against church officials that materialized 

1/29/2004 
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Ri~re~I1f 1Years. And some question whether it will have a chilling 
effect on the filing of repressed-memory lawsuits. 

"It is not directly controlling (other cases), but it is certainly {I 0 0 2 5 8 
something that will be taken into account by other judges," said Joliet 
attorney Michael Bolos, who represents the nine men, ages 35 to 37, 
who filed the two lawsuits. 

The men said their recovery of repressed memories of abuse by priests 
was triggered after reading or hearing about other cases of abuse 
in the past few years. 

Although the men missed the original statute of limitations for 
a civil suit, they had hoped to have their cases heard under a new 
state law that grants exceptions for cases involving repressed memories. 

This summer, the state legislature extended the statute of limitations 
for filing civil suits until the victim is 28 or five years after 
he or she understands the harm caused by the abuse. It also allowed 
for criminal prosecution of abusers until the victim turns 38. 

Garrison said the lawsuits failed to qualify under the new law because 
the men never showed why they couldn't have "discovered" earlier the 
memories of the abuse, alleged to have taken place between 1977 and 
1987, and how it might relate to their own emotional problems. 

Without proving something prevented the men from recovering their 
memories earlier, the men fell under the older, narrower statute of 
limitations that said they needed to have filed their civil suits 
by age 28, not age 35. 

That is the only point the diocese wanted to make by seeking the 
dismissal of these lawsuits, said John Cullen, spokesman for the Joliet 
Diocese. The diocese wasn't challenging the constitutionality of the 
broadened statute of limitations, only that it didn't apply in this 
case, he said. 

1/29/2004 
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Limiting how people can claim repressed memories serves as a protecti<ili) 2 5 ~ 
against time fading memories or people remembering things that didn't 
happen, Cullen added. 

Garrison made no comments in his ruling on the legitimacy on the 
abuse claims, only on whether the claims were allowed under the broadened 
statute of limitations. 

Bolos said the time limit was extended to accommodate cases like 
these where people may not draw connections between personal problems 
and abuse until they hear about similar experiences. 

"It will be my recommendation that we appeal," Bolos said. "Judge 
Garrison did not fully appreciate the full scope of the changes in 
the law." 

Dismissed: Attorney for plaintiffs wants to appeal 

FORWARDED STORY ABOVE 

Visit Suburban Chicago's Information Source at http://www.dailyherald.com 

1/29/2004 
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From pngeAl 

Catholic Church leaders dlsbelieved 
reports of abuse and reassigned 
predatot;y clerics t.o p~sh milU&bies 
after ~nQ.lng.cl~rics for counseling, 

B.aiibara Blaine, president o'f the 
Sutvivors Network of those Abused 
by Pries~. said many came f.orward 
for the first tinie because publicity 
about the scandal caused them fo 
realize they were not the only ones 
who h~d been abused PY priests. 

"That guilt a·nd Sh\\me" and 
embnmssment unconsciously rules 
our lives. It takes something ta 
trigget' us out o£that mode," Blaine 
said Wednesday. "It's disappointing 

I._,.,. .. 

••••••• , • .,, ........... ......... . ... ,.,_.,, ...... ..... ....... . , .... , . ... ..... llll \l ••••M••HM•• ••, ..... to••••U••••H .. H•••••,•t•oonoo. .. 

that the ju~e can'hmdersbllld why: 
people die,in t co~ rorward soonet !' 

Gardso1;1 initially dismissed the 
suits in April, but gave llhe alleged 
victims the chance to' claim they had 
repressed memories of the abuse. 
None claimed repressed memories, 
but in June tbe Illinois General 
Assembly extended tJie statute of 
limitations, allowi~ .child ~-abuse 
victims more tinie to seek remedies. 

The revised law lets child sex· 
abuse victims pU1'$Ue action until age 
28 or within five years of when they 
discovered that their injuries were 
causecl by childhood events. 
Garris(>n wrote ·toat the ~ oliet 
Diocese did not challenge the· 
con~titutionaltty of the revised law, 
and tn at he hacUo answer the 
"narrow question" of whether the 
statute (>f limitations had expired in 

these specmo cases. 
1''As it aP,Plled ta th~ .instant c;a~. 

the plaintiffs have not;pleaded wjth 
any specifidtywhy, using teasonable 
diligence, they did not 'discover' the 
occurrence and its potential nexus to 
their emotional distress," Garrison 
wrote. 

Joliet Dloce$e spo~esman John 
Cu}Jen said the judge made the 
p11operrulivg. 

''The judge applied the new 
amendments to the law and still 
dismissed this case; Cullen said. 

Mlc~ael Bolos-a Joliet att. rne 
representing alleged victim$ 
~d'seven 
~he did not 
y~t know whether his clients woll}(l 
want to pursue an appeal• of the 
ruling. 

"I'm obviously deeply -_. __ ...... Iii····-- I 

... 

disa~pofuted,'' Bolos said, adding 
that Gaxrl$on gave the-is.sues i;alsed 
in the. c~ses "§etious .. thoughe" The 
jµdge proQably felt "constrained" 
because the new statute bas yet tD be 
tested by an appellate or supreme 
court, so that Gar..rison rrelied on 
previous decisions in making his 
~' Bol(;)s said. 

''!fit d9esn't c0me frotn Joliet. thi(:\ 
issu~ -.win 1be before tne appellate 
court one way or another," Bolos 
said. "This ruling is g6ing tlrdraw 
publicity, and that may cause people 
wh<nnnt to come £or.ward to l)e 
reluctant to ~o so'' if they bell~ve 
tb~ ca~e11 VY.ill be djslnis11ed, he 
said. . 

Two .othert pending ciVil lliwsuit$ 
against !:he diocese are being heard 
in DuPage County court including 
one repressed-memory claim 

Find Out What Yolll' 
TT- - ~ ... Worth On-tine 
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"These questions are ours." prison, where every proven abuser in every dJoceses in the United states 
Klees was calling for the resigna· belongs. According to media reports, on whose 'watch' these reassl~en~ 

tioli of the he'ad of the Diocese of Joli• ':be" had been rea11signed a number· of took place. If the shlp ~uns' .a8round,'l'i ' · 
JOr.IET- "To see and then to do et :...·alsbop Joseph L. Imesch. times, knowingly, on the 'watch' of the captain doesn't court-martial the 

the lligllt thing, This,'pro~e.ss is· per~ . ·"~e,.~U k~~w tb.~ ch~rch b~s ,lo~ . Bish?P Jo~eph lmescb, tbe Joli~t dio· mete~rol~gist?r.t~emap, .. ~alf,er. The 'll'' 

haps more difficult today tb!Ul ever this·moral~ votce in recent years. ·•cese s'.bishop, · . · captam·reslgns commani;l." ·" ·· 
before," the Rev. Ray Klees, pastor What a shame to be without signposts ''If those reports are true, and Imesch was unava1l_able for com· . 
of st. Cletus Part~h ln . LaGJ11U1g~ .. you c.~~ tr~st,. wlth a brok? compass ?nly :he can_, abs~lutely S~Y. if they 
noted ·in 'the parish ·bulletin last ·' tn your pocket," Klees wrote in the are, then l3ishop' Imesch ought to 
weekend. weekend bulletin. resi@ immediately. Not from the 

"Wb.at's the .mQral tbtng? Whatrs .· ''Reoen~ly w~'ve beard news sto11les pr~estll9od, not from being a bipbop, 
tbe' ethical thing? What's the legal about a former prjest-af a neighboring but from the 'helm' of the Joliet dlo· 
thing? What's the right thlbg?. What's parish in Hinsdale and his recent con- cese. mandatory age for retirement, in 
the ~iffere~e'? " ,., ~,,~ , , vic~OI\; a,n~ sentem;iing, He~s, 8,0lle to ., (I) "And so should every. other bishop June of 2006, 1< •. • •• • " ~;,3;~ 

·.....:i - ~~ -. .• ..: . • • • . 1 ~ .:-: "=·~ ~ 1, .•• - _I· - .. ,.,,. ,_ 
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LETTERS TO TIIB EDITOR 

Who's your boss? 
The statute of limitations on morality 

in the Joliet Diocese is alive and well. 
Bishop Imesch and the less mentioned 
but equally culpable retired Bishop Kaf
fer, for the past 25 years, have secretly 
suppressed information, keeping it from 
reaching parishioners. Your bishops 
transferred molesters from one parish to 
another to avoid scandal and liability and 
when more distance was·needed. moles
ters were, without warning, moved to 
other unsuspecting Dioceses around Illi
nois and the United States. 

How many of the priests who have 
served in the Joliet Diocese are moles
ters? If you ask Bishop Imesch, he'll 
refer you to his professional public rela
tions spokesman who will spin you until 
you forget your original question. Lame 
explanations and excuses shouldn't be 
accepted and answers should be de
manded. We believe 30 or more clergy 
members of this Diocese have been ac
cused c;ir convicted of such repulsive 
acts that we can't recount them here. 

The Joliet Dioc~se,is full of gutless 
and totally unprincipal~d religious. The 
priests and nuns believe they work for 
Bishop Imesch, when in fact. their real 
employer is Jesus Christ Their silence 
about perverted friends and co-workers 
undoubtedly allowed many innocent 
cluldren's lives to be permanently filled 
with memories of a drunk priest slob
bering on them as he sexually satisfied 
his every perversion. Fear of Bishop 
Imesch remains stronger than fears of a 
millstone and deep water. 

Why aren't molesters' names listed? 

:2 _ :, _ 0 lJ :::;- 0 L 1 e7 H E.1€11 t.-..P 

Why aren't parishioners entitled to 
know whether the accused molester ad
mits or denies his guilt? 

Bishops Imesch and Kaffer and those 
who knew are morally bankrupt and 
should be deeply ashamed. 
Keilh M. Aeschliman 
Attorney at Law 
Joliet 

Horrible street 
A few weeks ago, a few of your call-in 

readers made comments about Oakland 
Avenue south of Ruby being the worst 
street in Joliet, and I agree. 

I have been in contact with the coun
cilman of this area and the city of Joliet 
Engineering Department since April 
2003 concerning the homole state this 
short portion of Oakland Avenue is in, 
but to no avail 

The street has been patched so many 
times the patches need patching. This 
past spring/summer, Oakland Avenue 
north of Ruby was improved all the way 
to Ingalls Avenue and beyond - new 
curbs, sewer improvements and a nice 
n'bbon of asphalt- the whole yard. 

I am happy someone other than my
self noticed how homole the street is, 
and also, perhaps someone from the city 
will read this and make the needed 
sewer, curb and surface improvements 
happen. 
Erner A. Ubersher 
Joliet 

We invite you to share 
your ideas wittt us. 

Write to: 
Letters to Editor 
The Herald News 
300 CateqJillar Dri¥e 
Jofiet, IL ~1097 
or fax to: 
1815) 729-6059 
ore-mail: 
heraldnews@scul.com 

Please limit letters to 
about 300 words. Let
ters must be signed, 
wittt an address and 
telephone number in
cluded for verification. 
Letters are not returned 
to the writer. 

We re5el'Ve the right to 
edit fetters and to use 
them in any publication, 
digilal form, or any ser
vice we offer. Letters to 
the editor do not neces
sarily reflect the views 
of The Herald News. 
Factual assertions con
tained in the letters 
have not been con
firmed or in any way au
thenticated by this publi
cation. 

(J00265 
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·Area priest ccills.f ~ff res.~gnqtiou 
of. bi$.hop for re~ssignillg .. pae;Sf 
. ·. ·:: . ' ·:-.·:· ......... / . . ... . · .. 

·: .. _Br TecUlolik: ~ ·· - . · ~ · ' ·,.. · molested at least three other boys ~lf tho~e- reports are true, and 
. ;SUN.NEWS_~·~o:s :: .... · ... · ... .. . in Califomia,.pr~tors said. only he can absolutely say if they 

:· · .. A Catholic pastor is ·c.alling for ~ees wrote that church leaders are, then Imesch ought to resign 
·Joliet Bishop Joseph!nw.sc;h to re- must be held accountable for ac- immediateJy. Not from the priest

. sign for rea~a priest convict~ . tions that conlribured to the '9eXUal hood, not from being a b1shop, bµt 
; .--. ed ofsexu.ally assaulting '}'OUJlg abuse seaodaI for the Roman from !he '.helm' of the Joliet diocese. 
: boys. : · " · ' ,. .. · · Catholic ChUrch W, remtln its moral Good ministry, in many forms, 

The· Rev. Ray Klees, pastor.of St . voice. . coµld b.e availabJe t.o him, But for 
Cletus Parish in La Grange; mad~ "'.When a chief executive officer the g~od of lhe church, not just in 

. his .remarks i11 the parish btillet.in, in th~ corpora~ world is revealed to J oUet, but nationally and ·worldwide, 
: "the Canticle:: I.a Gran·ge is .. near · have kno}Vingiy or unknowingly be should resign," Klees wrote. 

· ~insdale/where the .R~v. Fred jeopardized the organization> tlie :· Klees 's believed .to be_tl~e first 
.. !.J.mc.eycld secved at St. ~cJogues _ board or the directors or whoever clergy member to Jlublicly::call for . 
- Parish .. LenczyclQ was. convicted calls him or her in. A res®:!af,ion is Jmcsch's resignation. St. ;Cletus 

.- Jan .. 12 of crimmafsexual asfl<lult -expected. · · · · Parish is in Cook County, which is 
· and sentenced to · five years in "When the navy captain runs his' in the ArchdiocC8e o( Chicago, 'so 
· prison. · · : · or her ship up on a reef, shoal, or Klees would an.swer to Cardinal 

" DuPage CQunty State's Ailomey beach, whether he or she was alti1e Francis George, not lmesch. · 
Joe Birke~f critidze4 lmesc.h's · wheel or asleep in his or her quar- lrnesch, who turns~ onJune21, 
moral judgment,for:rE'..assigning ters, t4at.captain is expected to re- has said be bas no p~s to resign. 

. Lenczycki to· parish ministries in sign the command," KJ.ee9 '\\TOtc. . Bishops face mandatory retirement 
California ·after . reports of : the · Klees then cited.media reports when they reach age 75. Joliet Dio-

--'priest's misconduct first surfaced ~boutLenczycki's conviction, and ce~ spokesman John Cullen said 
early in 1005. After lmesch senf the .. h~w he: had b~ teas.signed during_ Jan. 23 tile bis~op_ does not intt!nd . 
priest for counseling, Lenczycki Imesch's ~tch., · lo _resign; - -· · · · · ·: · : 
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· Are'1-priest ccillsJor re.~.~gnaJjqQ · 
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3211 FOURTH STREET NE • WASHINGTON DC 20017-1194 • 202-541-3100 • FAX 202-541-3166 

Most Reverend Wilton D. Gregory, S.LD. 
Bishop of Belleville 

COVIR 

BROADCAST 
SHIR FAX 

February 12, 2004 
My Dear Brother Bishops, 

As you arc a11 aware, the report on the "Nahrre and Scope of the Sexual Abuse of Minors by 
Members of the Catholic Clergy0 will be made public on February 27, 2004. The researchers from John 
Jay College of Criminal Justice will present the results of the study, followed by a report from the 
National Review Board on the results of interviews that they have been conducting over the past fifteen 
months. After these presentations are completed, Archbishop Harry Flynn, Archbishop Michael Sheehan, 
Archbishop Timothy Dolan, and I will respond to questions from the media regarding the contents of the 
study and report. 

We have all been working diligently to respond to this scandal. We have given assurances that 
those who have been credibly accused of sexual misconduct have been removed from ministry, even 
before the Dallas Charter said that we would. During the press conference on January 6, 2004, I was 
repeatedly asked to provide the number of priests and deacons who had been removed from ministry since 
2002. 

To show the results of our conunitments, I feel l must indicate how many priests have been 
removed since 2002. While some of this data was collected in the audit process, it was not done unifonnly 
and as a result we do not have this information. 

Therefore, I am asking you to answer the question on the attached form. From January 1, 2002 
until December 31, 2003, how many diocesan priests and deacons have been removed (or retired) from 
ministry in your diocese/eparchy as a result of credible allegations of sexual abuse of a minor? This reply 
will be sent to Mark Chopko, General Counsel, to be privileged and confidential. No diocesan specific 
information will be recorded, retained, or reported, only a national aggregate. A response is needed from 
every diocese/eparchy so that I can be completely accurate in my remarks. I will make the aggregate 
number public on February 27th and share it also with the National Review Board. 

I would be grateful if you would reply to Mr. Chopko by fax (202-541-3337) or email 
(mchopko@usccb.org) no later than next Friday, February 20, 2004. 

With gratitude for your continuing support, I am 
Fraternally yours in our Lord, 

~~~ 

Enclosure 

Most Reverend Wilton D. Gregory 
Bishop of Belleville 
President 
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I ask for your patience. This reflection, like some of my 
homilies, is going to go on for a while. 

I was startled when our Pastor, Fr. Tony, showed me a 
column on p. 2 in the Joliet Herald News from Saturday, 
J urn.: 21 . Tt was WTitten by Ted Slowik, a reporter for the 
paper. 

Church. He cited the fo11owing from my article about 
Sammy Sosa and his corked bat: "We live in an era when 
many public figures are exposed for doing things that are 
really illegal or unmoral. All too often the person refuses 
to adrrut their error or denies responsibility. Sammy Sosa, 
on the other hand, freely admitted his mistake and 
shouldered the blame completely." 

The headline over the column read: "Priest Abuse Then Mr. Slowik writes, .. How ironic to read such 
Hypocrisy Astoundmg." In the column, Mr. Slowik sentiment in the bulletin of a parish ma diocese where the 
reminded us of the scandal that came to light last year. He leaders clearly have yet to show they undersrand how 
rightly points out that public pressure and med1a reports much pam their actions caused people. A parish that still 
led the Bishops of the Church to set ~---------------..prominently displays on a wall a 

( 1 place policies and procedures to Fr. David reacts to com1ne1zts photograph of a disgraced former 
deal with the sex abuse scandal. He about our Church and Parish priest, Lawrence Gibbs, the most 
highlighted the resignation of former notorious of the Iohet Diocese's 
Oklahoma governor Frank Keatmg in the Joliet Herald News many child-molesting clerics." 
as Chair of the Nat1onal Review 
Board which oversees how dioceses are implementing the 
pohc1es the Bishops adopted last year. He quotes Gov. 
Keating' s widely-reported remarks that the seeming slow 
pace at which a few bishops were cooperating reminded 
him more of the Mafia than of the Church. 

Mr. Slowik remarks that with all the new policies and 
reforms in place it is unlikely that new abuses could take 
place. Then he asks, "So why does this issue continue to 
demand our attention?" He answers his own question: "I 
believe it is because of the reluctance of church leaders 
who carried out the policies of silence and intimidation 
and strong-arm legal tactics to accept responsibility for the 
horrible decisions they made. Despite enormous public 
pressure-including newspaper editorial boards and lay 
groups calling for the resignations of bishops from New 
Hampshire to Dallas to Los Angeles-Catholics may have 
to wait until some of these leaders retire rather than 
acknowiedge their roles in the scandal." 

dut then he movc<l from a national focus to a local one 
He cited something Iv.Tote in a recent Parish Reflection as 
an example of the "hypocrisy from moral leaders" in the 

Now Mr. Slowik is right to remind us that there is 
unfinished business regarding the scandal in the Church. 
But this attack on our parish and diocese undermines his 
credibility And t resent the fact that he took something I 
wrote for our parishioners and used it as a stick with 
which to beat St. Mary's. 

It ts true that the press was right to report the scope of the 
scandal. It is true that the leaders of our Church were too 
slow to respond years ago, to say nothing oflast year! It is 
accurate to say that the abuses of young teens and children 
by priests and the decades-long \villful neglect of this 
situation by bishops is an outrage. It is also true that some 
of the coverage of the scandal went beyond farr reporting. 
The Johet Herald ts one of the papers that not only did a 
good job in reporting the scandal but it also sometimes 
crossed the line from objectivity to smeanng attack. 

One example is the Apti1 17. 2002 Herald News report (by 
Mr. Slowik) of an mterview with a priest of our diocese 
after his brotht.:r (also a priest) was publicly named as an 
abuser. The interviewed priest was obviously upset about 
what had happened and his intemperate remarks in 
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r~~~TPfcr~~~.ft3e~'s questions were splashed across the 
.ffuma~rilttlM .vas not news. The man should never 
have been mte~1ewed. It was an act of pure exploitation 

-:ontact him at a time of vulnerability and use him for a 
.~ap front page story. 

Another example 1s a story by :-..tr Slowik on August 11. 
2002. It was a lengthy expose of the revolting abuse of 
childn::n by three priests of our diocese. But in the context 
of the story, Mr. Slowik describes the dnrncng habits of 
Fr. Thomas B. O'Keefe, the then rector of St. Raymond 
Cathedral in Joliet, and blames him for not knowing w·hat 
abuses his associates were committing. The trouble is that 
Fr. O'Kcefe died in 1985 and is unable to defend himself. 
The inclusion of fr. O'Kede was unnecessary and added 
nothing lo the story, except to <>ully the name of a dead 
man who committed no crime. 

Regarding the resignation and statements of Gov. Keating, 
here are \VOrds of Prof. Scott Appleby of :Notre Dame 
University (Appleby has bet.:n critical of the bishops m the 
past and spoke to them at their 2002 Dallas meeting. This 
comes from an interview on the PBS Newshour on June 
19): 

"I thought the conuncnts of Governor Keating were 
premature. You have to have someone in that position, 

( 
'10 is willing to speak out to the media. t0 go public 
.:en bishops are not complying. But we 're in the middle 

of a process, and it's not finished yet. And I think that 
remark was premature, and that it didn't contribute m any 
way to nudging the bishops along to do what they 
promised to do .. .ff your goal is to deepen the tension and 
the frustration and have people bickering with one 
another, then that would be the kind of comment you'd 
make now .. One other point: The bishops have not acted 
across the board in the capacity of pastors and teachers, 
and they can be cnt1cized for that. And they should be 
grateful to the ... surv1vors for keeping the heat on. But one 
has to recognize that the bishops also have to exercise 
stewardship over the Church and its social services, its 
concern for the poor, and education, and they are facing all 
kinds of lawsuits from all kinds of direction. most of them 
credibk. But keep in mind that the litigators are also in it 
for t.ietr fees. and the Church faces tenible losses in every 
way So caution and making sure the quest1onnarre is 
suff:cienl and precise is a prudent thing. It doesn't mean 
thar they're backing away. The time for public dispL.te 
may come at the end o!tht: year, but we hope not." 

Mr. Slo\~nk makes an obhque reference to Bishop Imesch 
"'1hen he wTitcs, "1caders clearly have yet to show they 

.derstand how much pain their actions caused people " 
'Ibis is obviously an opinion and not a fact. But, as an 
opinion, 1t is not supported by the facts. Consider the 
following public statements from our Bishop: 

• First of all, I want to assure you that the diocese will 
do whatever is necessary to protect our children. That 
is first and foremost for all of us. 

• Serious hann has been caused to victims of abuse and 
their families. I apologize \\ith my whole heart to the 
victims. their families and all those whose lives or 
faith have been damaged by abuse. 

• This difficult ttme has caused great pain for everyone 
in the church: victims, their fannlies, laity and priests. 
I assure you that I will do whatever I can to assist 
victims of sexual abuse and to restore your confidence 
in the church. I ask for your continued prayers for the 
victims of abuse and their families and for those 
among us whose faith bas been shaken. 

• The Diocese of Joliet continues to believe that sexual 
abuse is a sin, a crime and destroys trust; minors and 
vulnerable adults need protection from sexual abuse; 
healing is important for the abused, their fanuhes and 
faith communities; cooperation with parents, civil 
authorities and others helps maintain a safe 
environment. .. Please continue to pray for the safety of 
all our children and the healing of all those who have 
been abused. 

The Diocese of Joliet 1s in compliance with the pohcies set 
forth in Dallas by the Bishops last year. The diocese has 
cooperated with local law enforcement officials. And just 
this week our parish hosted a mandatory workshop for all 
the priests. deacons and pastora' associates of the Diocese 
in order better to train and educate us on issues relating to 
sexual abuse and the safety of our children. 

Regarding his attack on our parish, let me state the 
following: 

As the author of the Parish Reflection he cites as an 
example of moral hypocrisy, J can fairly say that I have 
often spoke, preached and wntten in very forceful ways 
that have decried sexual abuse by priests, the poor 
response of the bishops and the urgency of the Church 
responding in timely and effective ways. I am baffled at 
how Mr. Slowik can accuse me of hypocrisy without 
knowing who •,vrote the words he quoted. 

Secondly, he refers to the fact tha~ a photograph of Larry 
Gibbs. a fonner priest of our diocese and Associate at St. 
Mary Immaculate still is displayed along with the photos 
of all the priests who have served our parish-even though 
Gibbs committed despicable acts of sexual abuse of 
children in his care. Some pansh1oners have expressed 
concern about the photo's still being displayed. It is 
understandable how some folks might be offended by the 
public display of a child molester. That picture was 
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Summer's here and the lcids are out of school. For 
most of us summer is when we take our family 
vacations. Vle are getting ready to go on ours, and if 
you are like us, vacation destinations are driven to. 
The car ride is a good and bad thing. Ifs good 
because you know that at the end of the ride, it's 
vacation time. Also when you drive you get to 
experience more than just the destination. It's bad 
because you are usually all crammed into a car that, at 

( 
ost times, is only big enough for the family, but for 

_Jw it holds not only the family. but everything you 
will be usmg for the next week. The other bad thing 
about the car ride is that it rakes so 
long. Now 1 am the one who always 
drives, no matter how long the ride is, 
I drive. Usually that's not a bad thing, 
except when after bemg on the road 
for only two hours of a 14-hour 
Journey a little voice comes from the 
back seat and asks ... Are we there yet? 

Why do they ask that question? They know the trip 
takes a long time, yet they still ask over and over 
again? Well, I finally realized that they ask that 
question because they don't know where we are. They 
are just passengers watching the same scenery go by 
The question doesn 'r make sense to me because I am 
the one driving. I know where we are, I know where 
we came from and I know how long the trip should 
take. So for me, the question is just irritating, but for 
the ones asking it, it is a very valid question. 

ow this is where I tie it all together Stewardship is 
the same kind of journey. \Ve are aU on it together 
Some of us are driving and some of us are passengers. 

(J00270-A-

The one's who are driving know where they came 
from and where they are going. For those of us who 
are passengers, we may need to know from time to 
time "Are we there yet?" 

We can do this by sharing stories with each other. The 
stories can be of any kind of "stewardship moment". 
Any time we put God first in our lives, by sharing of 
ourselves, we are experiencing a "stewardship 
moment". Any time we can recognize the hand of 
God in our bves, we are experiencing a "stewardship 
moment". Anyti..'1le we can spread the love of Jesus 

we are experiencing a "stewardship 
moment". 

Stewardship i::; a way oflifc. It's a 
journey that is never over. There can 
never be an answer to the question, 
Are We There Yet? But. .. through 
sharing our stories we can encourage 
and nourish each other, letting 

everyone know that they are not alone on their 
journey Everybody's story, no matter how simple or 
elaborate, can influence or help another person in his/ 
her faith journey. Even the simplest story has the 
ability to change some ones life forever. Through God 
notlung is impossible. 

You CAN make a difference in the lives of others! 

To submit an article, please send it to St. Mary's 
.. ATTENTION STEWARDSHIP ARTICLE" 
or via e-mail to 

smistcwardship@yahoo.com. 

Thank You. 

... 
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~*eQ'f;~hiafy>tZ~.W. Tony became our Pastor, when 
~~felfQ~}f :AAsut Gibbs' abuse was already known. Our 
Pastor has decided that the picture should remain along 
with the gallery of all the priests who have served this 
ansh. He has told me that the photos are on the wall not 

as an endorsement of the excellent qualities or the virtues 
of any of the priests or deacons but because of their 
service in the life of St. Mary Immaculate. This does not 
negate the fact that at the same time we care about victims 
of sexual abuse and acknowledge the reality of their 
suffering. 

But there is a larger issue in the column by Mr. Slowik. It 
appears that he is of the opinion that the photograph of 
Larry Gibbs completely undermines the credibility of the 
clergy and ministry of St. Mary Immaculate Parish. It 
taints us with the sin of hypocrisy and makes us examples 
of part of the prob1em in the Church today. More to the 
point, by quoting my Parish Reflection on Sammy Sosa, i.t 
seems that he is saying that I have no standing to make 
any comments on moral issues and, until the Gibbs picture 
comes down off our wall, I have no integrity whatever. .. 
nor does our pansh! 

Well, m fact the Church and the ministry of all priests and 
bishops Jias been tainted by the sinful and abusive acts of 
a small minority of clergy. And the way the abuse was 
hidden has cast a pall over the trustworthiness of the 

( :hurch's clergy as a whole. All of us priests feel this. 

And yet, even with the unresolved issues of the scandal 
stm with us, the life and ministry of the Church still must 
continue. The Gospel still must be preached, the 
Sacraments still must be celebrated, those in need still 
need compassionate care, we must continue to form the 
hearts and minds of lads and adults alike ... and on and on. 
Nor should we have to qualify or stick an asterisk on 
everything we do as a reminder of the scandal. The 
scandal has wounded the Church and, even more, it has 
devastated the Ii ves of the victims. But even in the 
presence of all this pain and injury, even without full 
healing having yet taken place, this cannot be all there is 
to the life of the Church. We cannot remain silent or idle 
in the face of all our other legitimate responsibilities until 
the effects of the scandal have completely vanished. 

There is no recognition from Mr. Slowik of any of the 
good work being done by our Bishop and diocese in 
response to the events of last year. At one point in his 
article he states that the scandal story won' t go away so 
long as bishops fail "to accept responsibility for the 
horrible decisions they made." It seems to me that our 

ishop has accepted responsibility and he has taken 
positive actions. And still life m our diocese is described 
in terms that suggest that nothing has happened to make 
things better. Yet, at the end of his column he v.Tites, "All 

the reforms and policies and apologies cannot make this 
story go away." The story should not go away, but surely 
the story should change-or at least be reported 
differently-in the wake of widespread efforts to bring 
justice and healing. 

The media certainly reflects our cultural obsession with 
immediate fixes and responses. And the seriousness of the 
scandal demands swift action. This has happened. The 
process is up and running. The solution, however, will 
take time to deve1op. The bishops and clergy should 
continue to be scrutinized and held accountable, but not at 
the price of ignoring the smcere efforts that are being 
made. 

It just seems to me that Mr. Slowik, while revisiting the 
story of abuse by priests, decided to take another whack at 
our Bishop and our parish-whose conflicts have been 
reported in the Herald News in the past. But to do this is 
unfair and opportunistic. And he insists on commenting 
from a distance: again, he neither called me about my 
Reflection nor (according to Fr. Tony) has he ever 
contacted our Pastor about the Gibbs photo. So what is 
the point of someone in the position of occupying a 
publicly powerful platform taking unnecessary shots at 
others? It isn'tJournalism. And it 1sn'tfair. 

The many scandals that have plagued journalism over the 
last several years should not force Mr. Slowik into silence; 
nor should he have to apologize for the sexual misdeeds of 
Bob Greene in every column or story he writes. But nor 
should he be taking swipes at our parish and its people. 
You deserve better. 

I am respondmg to Mr. Slowik's column by wnting to 
you, the parishioners of St. Mary's, because I am angry 
that our parish was unfairly and unnecessarily attacked. 
want to affirm my own support for you, the people of our 
parish and for the life and ministry of our family of faith. 
I do not intend to write to the Herald News or to Mr. 
Slowik because he is not the one with whom I need to 
communicate with about these issues- you are. 

I have repeatedly taught and preached that, in the wake of 
the scandal and the public suspicion attached to all priests 
these days, it is a time of challenge to the lay people of the 
Catholic Community to assert their place and identity in 
our culture and carry the work and mission of Christ. 
Vv'bile trust and respect for thi: clergy has diminished, the 
work of the Church, the work that Jesus calls us to, must 
go on. This includes. of course. eliminating the policies 
and abuses that led to the scandal and ensuring future 
accountability. But it also means so much more. Let us 
work together and suppon each other as we stnve to live 
faithfully. Fr. David Medow 
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PERSONAL& CONFIDENTIAL 

CATHOLIC MUTUAL GROUP® 

CM 
serving the temporal needs of the church since 1889 

Most Rev. Joseph L. Imesch 
Diocese of Joliet in Illinois 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, IL 60435 

February 19, 2004 000271 

One of the items that the Arch/Bishops requested at the annual meeting was an update 
on sexual misconduct cases through the end of 2003. 

During 2002, we had 125 total claims reported. Last year our claim experience saw a 
staggering increase. For 2003, we have 274 claims reported. Sixty-four of these 
claims were filed in California in the last few days of 2003. 

We have current reserves of $14.4 million with paid losses and loss adjustment 
expenses of $13 million. 

Of the 274 claims reported, only 29 claims have incident dates after 1990. Of those 29 
cases, only 7 claims involve allegations of a priest abusing a minor. This equates to 
less than 3 3 of all claims reported. 

In the Diocese of Covington, we plan to file a Motion to have the Class Action lawsuit 
decertified. A new Judge was appointed to this case and we are cautiously optimistic 
that the Class Action will be decertified. 

On a positive note, only 66 claims were filed for the year that did not involve 
Connecticut, Kentucky or California. Since the extended statute of limitations has 
expired in California, we anticipate that our claims count should return to a more 
normal level for 2004. 

If you would like any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

JB:kkw 

Joe Beveridge President and Chief Executive Officer I 

10843 Old Mill Rd., Suite 300 
Omaha. NE 68154-2600 
(402) 551 -8765 Ext. 2400 
(800) 228-6108 
Facsimile (402) 898-0827 
1beveridge@catholicmutual.org 
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Bishop reports 
ll3 allegations 
By Karen Mellen 
Tribune staff reporter 

Calling a i;eport about sex 
abuse among clergy "painful 
and embarrassing" but neces
sanr, the Qishop ojthe Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Joliet 'on 
Sunday l'eleased a study 
showing that 27 priests have 
received credible allegations 

I~ 

<!hicago mribune 

qf sexual misconduct against draft sho\ved 4 percent of for forgiveness from victims 
cbildl:en since the diocese was priests had been accused of and parishioners in the Joliet 
formed 54 ye~rs ago. - molesting chilc;lren. In the Jo- diocese, composed of Will, Du-

!fhe study showed thahl.13 lieti;iiocese, 3.5 percertt ofqio.:· Page,· ;Kendall, · :&an.kakee, 
aiiegations were · tirade cesanpriestshadsuchelatins; "Grundy, Il'oquois'' and Ford 
against those priests, who are . priests from religious orders ' Counties. 
no 1.origer in ministry, with were not included in the re- "Although this report is 
more than half of the com- port. painful and embarrassing, 
plaints made since 2000. Not all the dioceses have re- once the full extent ofabuse is 
Three-quarters of the alleged leased individual c!.ata, and known, it will help our efforts 
abuse occurred in the. 1970s the archdiocese of Chicago _ in preventing, any future sex
an,c}. t,~BO,s. . : , . ·. ., >. .,,.. · plans to relef;lse its figure~ Fri- ,, tlfi1 a~us~ be~ome e~e~ mor~ 
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Mary Nativity Church in Joliet. 
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it in 'perspective,'' Clarke said, 
addingthat she hoped the inf or· 
mation would help ease the an-
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Redacted February 2014 9 e ' 2014 Diocese of Jol_ie_t _______ _ ______ _ -h-A-1~~4---
~ Office of t he &;•hop (J 0 0 2 7 4 

425 Summit St. 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

February 25, 2004 

Dear Brother, 

You may have heard or seen that Channel 5 news last night 
disclosed that a priest of our Diocese behaved inappropriately with two 
minors at a water park in December, 2001. 

I want to assure you that the matter was dealt with promptly. 
Bishop Fitzgerald spoke with the pastor of the parish. The priest was told 
that he was not to have any contact with children in the school or in the 
religious education program until the matter was thoroughly looked into. 
Bishop Kaffer spoke with the mother of one of the boys and with the father 
of the other boy. A report was also filed with the DCFS. Both boys and the 
priest were inteNiewed separately by a member of the Diocesan Review 
Committee with special expertise in inteNiewing children. The boys stated 
that no sexual abuse had occurred. The priest acknowledged that he had 
acted very imprudently. The priest was sent for an evaluation and it was 
determined that he did not present a risk to children. The Review 
Committee, after examining all the information, concluded that there had 
been no sexual abuse but that Father exercised very poor judgement. 

The following year, the priest transferred to a different parish 
because he felt that his ministry would be more effective in another 
setting. 

I assure you that if there had been any concern that children would 
be in danger, the priest would not have been assigned to parish ministry. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

9.:::d Joseph L. lmesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

Fra 2 B 2004 • 
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Vatieari report slams ''zero-tolerance' policy 
I 

actually increase the chances fhai 
offen ders might str'ike agairl 
because it removes them ftdni 
super.vision and the only 10_ bs I 
they have known for decades. , 

•Sex abuse: Experts 
say U.S. bishops' rules 
may be too harsh · 
THEASSOCIATEO PRESS 

VATICAN CIT'l - The 
Vatican issued a report Monday 
by non-Catholic sex abuse 
experts who criticized the policy 
adopted by U.S . .bisllops of 
removing abusive priests from 
the ministry, saying it was overly 
harsh and would not protect the 
young. 

The report was released days 
before U.S. bishops issue their 
own national survey on sex abuse 
by clergy. which is expected to 
find more tlian 4,000 American 
iriests have been accused of 
molesting minors since 1950 -
far more than previously 
esfullated. 

Frtm1.pageAI 

which includes Will. DuPage, 
Kend all, Kankakee~ Grundy, 
Iroquois and Ford counties. 

'Painful and embarra$Sing' 
"Although this report is painful 

and embarrassing, once the full 
extent of abuse is knOwn, it will 
help our efforts in ,Preventing any 
future sexual abuse become even 
more effective," he wrote. 

hcording t-0 the Joliet Diocese, 
$1.94 million-has been spentto 
settle claims and an additional 
$837,000 was paid by insurance. 
Also, nearly $700,000 has been 
spent on therapy for priests and 
victims and $744,000 for legal fees. 

Joliet Diocese spokesman John 
Culfen described th e overall 

J .. 

Still, the U.S. study may also 
show the number of cases has 
declined dramatically since the 
1990s, and victims fear it could 
lead U.S. bishops to !!ase off on 
discipline. The president of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops said last week the 
American church remain_s 
committed to keeping offenders 
out of ministry. 

Monday's report, pUblished by 
the Vatican's Pontifical Academy 
for Life, may fuel victims' concerns 
because it compiles assessments 
by independ~nt, non-Catholic 
psychiatrists and psychologists, 
who say the U.S. "zero-tolerance" 
policy is mistaken. 

T1le 220-page report, "Sexual 
Abuse in the· Catholic Church: 
Scientific and .Legal Prospectives," 
is a compendium of scientific 
papers and discussions presen~d 
by the experts during a Vatican 
conference convened last April to 

numbers as 4horrible" and said. 
one instance of abuse was too 
many. 

A draft of the national survey 
viewed by CNN said 4,450 of the 
110,000 U.S. ·clergy who served 
since 1950 ·were accused of 
molesting minors. 

The Associated Press has been 
tracking those numbers and, as of 
Friday, 112. of the 195 U.S. 
dioceses reported accusations 
against 2,243 clergy. The tally of 
abu)le claims is 4, 75'l so far. Some 
archdioceses that faced larg e 
numbers of cases, including 
Boston and Louisville, bave yet to 
report. 

Victims' rights g roups ate 
skeptical of the surveys' numbers. 

"Tt's really important to 
higlilight the fact th~ this i~ a 
voluntary self-survey/ said 
Barbara Blaine, president of 
Survivors .Network. of Those 

\ 

-
give the church hierarchy advice 
on how to handle the crisis. 

Neither the Vatican nor the 
expel'ts drew final conclusions, but 
there were areas of agreement As 
The Associated Press reported last 
week, one was in the widespread 
criticism by the experts of the 2002 
U.S. zero-tolerance policy that say>s 
an offending priest can be 
permanently removed from 
rni.nistry - and possibly from the 
priesthood - fo~ a single act of 
abuse. 

Many American dioceses say 
they are aggressivety pursuing 
zero-tolerance policies after· 
being stung by charges the 
church hierarchy was trying to 
protect abusive priests, often by 
shuffling them from parish to 
parish. 

The experts said a zero
tolerance policy was mistaken 
and even dangerous. Most 
agreed that such a policy can 

Abused by .Priests. "These 
numbers are taken from a seli
survey that the .bishops 
themselves filled out and turned 
in. It's notbased on any type of 
empirical study or investigation." 

Six-page report 
The diocese's six-page report 

was distributed in parish bulletins 
throcughout the seven-ceunty 
region over the weekend. The 
diocese serves about 700,000 
Cath oli<;s in Will, DuPage, 
Gnin.dy, Kendall, Kankakee, Ford 
and Iroquois counties. 

The report includes responses 
to frequently asked questions 
regarding sexual abuse issues and 
offers explanations as to why 
some priests accused of 
m~sc9nduct with minors were
reassigned to parish ministries 
after they underwent counseling. 

"Mental health profession;ils 
' 

Zefo-tolerance "does snot 
function to prevent these crimes,• . 
Dr. Hans-Ludwig Kroeber, bead . 
of the Institute of Forensic I 
Psychiatry in Berlin, tola'tbe 
conference. "It is better to l 
domesticate the dragon; if all.you l 
do is .rot off its head, it will grow, t 
another." \ 

The experts all ag~eed that 
offenders need treatmel,!t, as 'vell 
as possible criminal penalties. 

The report will be sent .to 
bishops' conferences and Vatican 
offices and be used by the ' 
Vatican as a ~.scientific'base for 
information• for developing 
guidelines; the Rev. Ciro 
Benedettini, the deputy Vatican 
spokesman, told reporters 
Monday. 

believed thatwith appropriate 
1 

therapy, some sexual abuse 
off.enders could be rehabilitated," 
the report states. "When mental 
health professionals conclutled 
that the priest had recovered 
satisfactorily, ~ey recommepded 
that he be returned to parish 
ministry or be placed in a 
restrjcted ministry such as a 
hospital or prisen chaplain." 

The report describes policies 
and procedures designed to 
preventfu~er incidents of seiwal 
m~sconduct with min.ors, {Ind 
states that diocesan officlals 
including Imesch have met with 
several victims of sexual ;ibuse 
and their families. • 

"I pledge to do whatever I can to 
help with their healing process," 
Iroescll wrote. 

The Associated · Press 
contributed to thjs report.. 

101 I;\ ""° ,. ... 
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• Office of the Bishop 

425 Summit St. 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

(100277 

February 2004 

The sexual abuse of minors is a terrible crime but especially when the abuse 
has been committed by a priest who is called to be a witness of Christ's love on 
earth. A great cloud was cast over the entire Church because love was replaced 
with sinful abuse. I am saddened that those children and young people who trusted 
their priests received such shameful treatment. I want to express my sincere 
apologies to all of the victims of abuse, to their families, to parishioners in the 
diocese and to all who have been affected by this horrible tragedy which has 
damaged our Church. I deeply regret that so many have suffered and continue to 
suffer because of the sins of a few. 

At the end of February a national study of sexual abuse by clergy in the 
Church in the United States over the past 50 years will be released. I believe this is 
the first time any group has attempted to gather institutional statistics regarding 
child abuse in our country. 

Statistics have been gathered for the Diocese of Joliet from its inception in 
1949 until the present. Although this report is painful and embarrassing, once the 
full extent of abuse is known, it will help our efforts in preventing any future sexual 
abuse become even more effective. 

In the past 54 years, 27 diocesan priests had credible allegations of sexual 
:misconduct with a minor placed against them. That number represents 
approximately 3.5% of the 773 diocesan priests who have served in the Joliet 
diocese from 1949 onward. None of the alleged offending priests is in ministry 
today. Of the 27, five are deceased and eight left ministry during the past 30 years. 
Fourteen priests were placed on Administrative Leave; six of them before June of 
2002 and eight others after June of 2002, including two during this past year. Of the 
fourteen who were placed on Administrative Leave, seven are retired. None of the 
priests numbered above are in any active ministry today. 

There were approximately 113 allegations (categorized in the chart below) 
made against the 27 diocesan priests. A number of victims who suffered abuse 
many years ago have come forward only in recent years. The last known occurrence 
of abuse was in 1994. 
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Year Abuse Oc t~~b1l~~'1~lrfbtted Number 
rua 2014 

i1h&A9 - ' 59 1 1949 - ' 59 --

1960 - ' 69 21 1960 - ' 69 

1970 - '79 50 1970- '79 4 

1980 - ' 89 38 1980 - '89 15 

1990 - '99 3 1990 - '99 27 

2000 - present -- 2 000 - present 61 

The Diocese of Joliet has had a policy regarding sexual abuse since 1990 . 
That policy has undergone three revisions, the most recent being in June of 2003. 
Although a Diocesan Review Committee was established early on, its current 
structure, composed of lay people with particular competence, has been in place 
since 1993. The Committee reviews all reported allegations of sexual abuse of a 
rrnnor. 

Sister Mary Frances Seeley, OSF has been serving as Victim Assistance 
Coordinator for the diocese. Her duties include support for the victims by providing 
them with information about counseling, spiritual direction, retreats, days of 
reflection, etc. as well as extending an invitation to meet with the Bishop should 
that be desired. She also advises persons to contact law enforcement officials. 

Approximately 11,000 persons including p1iests, deacons, lay employees and 
volunteers have already participated in the Virtus Protecting God's Children 
Program begun in June of 2003. Criminal background checks are also required for 
all of the above. For more than 20 years, the diocese has required psychological 
testing for all candidates prior to their admission to the seminary. 

All of these efforts are preventative measures undertaken to ensure the safety 
of our children. While we cannot erase the sins of the past, we can learn from the 
past and take every precaution to ensure that no child is ever hurt again. 

Despite the fact that monetary settlements cannot erase the abuse that was 
inflicted or its memory, the diocese has provided settlements for a number of 
victims in the amount of $1,940,000. Approximately $837,000 was additionally 
paid through insurance. Settlement funds were obtained from the sale of real estate 
and investment proceeds. No money that was used came from parishioners' 
donations to their parishes or from any contributions to the Diocesan Annual 
Appeal. 

In addition, the diocese has provided therapy/counseling for victims and 
priests in the amount of approximately $690,842. Legal fees amounted to $744,526, 
more than 90% of which was paid by the insurance company. Priests pay their own 
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legal expenses. If ~~e~~~Q§, ~ijiQf l~ruf~d. Over the years, 

~~~ctedse~~W ~tur priests had false or unsubstantiated allegations brought against them. 
Released Apnl 2014 

As stated previously, there is no priest in active ministry in the Joliet diocese 
against whom there has been a substantiated allegation of sexual abuse. 

I have met with a number of victims and renew my willingness to meet with 
persons who have been abused so that I can offer my personal apologies to them. I 
pledge to do whatever I can to help with their healing process. 

The past few years have been difficult times for our Church. Hurt and pain 
can lead us to despair or to hope. None of us can forget or erase the past but we can 
make certain that our efforts to prevent abuse will ensure a better and safer future 
for all of our children. 

I conclude with a promise of prayer for all victims of abuse. I ask that you 
join in prayer with me for healing for all who have been damaged, asking God that 
their faith and trust will one day be restored. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

~.)- J?.,.u< 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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New lawstlif _accuses Joliet Oiocese of .neg]Jgence ~ 
~ 

• Court filing: Says 
diocese failed to 
prevent sexual ·abuse 

8y Ted Slowik 
STAFF WAl:tEFl · 

'' ,1' · '· 

JOUET-Anew Jawsuitacct,ses 
the R()man Catholic Diocese of 
Joliet and a .religious order of 
ne~)igence for failing to prevent 
the sexual abuse of a minor. 

The suit alleges that the Rev. 
Jeffrey Salwach repeatedly 
molested a boy when the. youth 
attended elementary school at' St. 
Jude Parish in New Lenox 
between 197 4 and 1978. 

The Joliet Diocese, which has 
been headed by Bishop Joseph 
Imesch since 1979, and the Order 
of Franciscans are named as 
defendants. The sujt was filed 
Wednesday in Will County coµrt. 

A maQ who was born in 1967 
claims. he was sexually abused by 
Salwach on multiple pcpasions 
and byi tbe tate .Rev. Si;iroTd. 
'1ochem Qn 01~e occ~sio~. Thehof 
stat~ecl:usJng 1dru~s a~ a ,preteen 
and' blocked ·ou,trmemories ·of the 
abuse untH· r,ecen:tly,, 'the .suit 
st~te~, " . . · 'h .· 

Tli~ 1pan, identified as John 
Doe in the suit, ·Jive'$ in Illinois 
arid has three childten. He was 

.......... " ................................ ~.......................................... .. .......... . ............................. ....................... . John Doctor, who heads the St. l. ~ 

'*1 wilt treat it as we would any serious allegation_. " Louis-based Franciscan Province I 0 
· of the Sacred Heart. m 

John Cullen · · ·~.~~.~v·;;.c .r..~w· ~-
1 

·"On~e we became aware of: ~ri . !!; < 
J . . k ... t ,-_ .. };1,{:· . .n~+. •- allegation that was brought to our: t.-, en m 

,_. ···-c·v· _ olletD1ocese spokesman ·.iL~i~ rr.~ atte1'tion,· his ministry was ,put.oJ\. , .. , n c 
.:· ................... .-.. ~!.t.,;;;.,:.:: .................. :~:·"·\· ..... ,. ............... ,. .. . : ........ ;:· ................... : ...... : ................ ~... hold/' Do.ctor said._,. . i:i • ~:.•.. • ... • ,, 

. ,., ' ·'"'• : · , . . . . . . ,~ .· . ~ . , The ,Ql;',der . JlO~ified t~~r~Jl1l _} :::0 :::o 
go.in-~ tJlr.ou:~h a. ct.lv~rce a,?d· confidential chµq:;h rec~r.ds,t~at . C9unty_1.state's ·attot1:1;~Y'spff}.c~ ·-.'~:: ~ o 
atterqpted. suicide m 200~ and · wotHd show how the ·fohet"'l'''when it was notifted~.·Qf .,,the "': 3: 
2003, ~aid: Joliet attorney Michae~ Diocese handled other allegations allegation ·a y~ar a-go, Doctor .. &aid. " ~ -I 
Bolo,s.He began to recall speci~cs of .~ex~al abuse.' . . · ,Also on }V edn~$~C\Y, JoJ,iet C ::C 
about the alleged abuse whlle I think theY,re scared to death of · attorney Keith Aeschhman nlecl ·l.l · en m 
undergoing counse1iqg for the turning some of that over," Solos sult in Kane County on behalf of a. O C 
suicide attempts, Bolos said. said. . 19~year-old woman who was ,, -

"It was probably the crumbling John Cullen, a spokesman for the sexually abused by the Rev. Mark 1 0 
of his marriage that brought him diocese, said church official~ had Campobello. Campobello abused !;!;! 0 
face to_ face with himself," Bolos not ye.t receiYe<l a copy of the the girl when she was 15 yeats old CJ) rn 
said. . complaint in 1999 and a parishioner at ::C m 

A repressed memory claim is "We will treat it as we would any Geneva's St. Peter Church in the t 0 
significant because such suits are serious allegation,'' Cullen said. Rockford Diocese. ' "O 0 
exempt from the statute of Salwach's complete rt1cord of Campobello pleaded guilty to ~,, 
lim~tations. ~ost _civil suits seryice was not imme~ia.tely sexually abusing two girls, an~ last m c... 
against the Joliet Diocese have available. He was a rehg1ous month was sentenced to eight en~ 
been tossed out of court because brother when the alleged a)mses years in prison. The Rockford . n -
the alleged abuses occurred too occurred at St. Jude and later· was Diocese had fought pr()secutors1 · ~ ::c ~ 
long ago. . ordained a priest, Bolos said. attempts. ~o. review chureh ·j 

'But s~te la~ essentially stops Salwac~, 57, serv~d at ~t Jo~n doC?uments perta~n ing to , ,; 0 
the ~lock when peqplc have ' the Baptist .Catholic Chur;ch m ~ Campooello butfastweek'decided . : Z 
blocke,~f out 'Sexual ~bu~~· The JoUet beginning jn J9.92,, and,W~Soll '< DOUO appe~l a~ apJ5.ellate .q9urt1s~~~~· ~ ... ":-' 
cl'ock r.e·s~rt~'.'w_hen ~n~1v1duaJs, pastor :Wheµ ~h~-. pap~~·~,sehool., ~;d~cisi'?;l):< that it "Jn~~t mMt:~;t'°b.e.: '~ . :~ o "' 
•recal1•"8pecifics1abottt: inc1de11ts. " r~ ·dosed 11}11997 .. •H.e ,Ja~er ~rv~d ~Ii<·" ·peraonnel~~S·i\Vallaol~ (~111teYJ.~W,lili<l'";:.p; O Cf' 

'Thu$/ the case agains~ Salw?ch St: fos~P~'.P~rish .in S~.J\'n.~o.nlo) · ,,. ·.'"'. · ''.;;,. 
1 

••. "' ~. _:1·: ~- -~,'1·~~~.,,~ ... ~ 
cowld 'p.ro·ceed,,to th~ ,d1sc~very Texas, until J~ne. 2003:> :.;1· • · '.~, · . . · _'· . .Repone·r,i.Ted SJo'W .. tk'~can .b~. lt,/,' ' ~....,, 
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By Ted Slowik 
SUN NEWS SERVICES 

JOLIET - Some Joliet Diocese priests who were removed from public 
ministry amid accusations of sexual misconduct with minors may appeal to 
the Vatican for reinstatement. 

Two or three JoUet Diocese priests have retained canon lawyers and are 
considering challenging their bans from public ministry, diocesan spokesman 
John Cullen said. 

"(The priests) don't believe that what happened is fair," Cullen said. "We 
don't know (if they will appeal) because the canon lawyers haven't told the 
bishop yet." 

Most of the dozen or so clerics publicly accused since 2002 have voluntarily 
left the priesthood, Cullen said Monday. At least one priest has died since 
being placed on administrative leave after being accused. Many alleged 
victims stepped forward in recent years with claims against men who had 
already left the priesthood or had died. 

"At this moment, nothing has gone forward from any priest in the Joliet 
Diocese to Rome," Cullen said. 

Joliet Bishop Joseph Imesch's role in the process would be to merely 
acknowledge a priest's appeal and send it along to the Roman Catholic 
Church's Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith for review. 

The diocese won't identify priests who may appeal. During 2002, 10 priests 
associated with the diocese were removed from active ministry. Since then, 
another three clerics have been removed from active ministry within the 
diocese because of misconduct allegations, though one was reinstated after his 
accuser dropped a lawsuit. 

Priests suspended because of misconduct cannot say Mass publicly, wear the 
Roman collar or be identified as "father," American bishops decided during a 
historic conference in Dallas in June 2002. However, diocesan priests on leave 
can continue to receive housing or other financial support from their diocese. 

The Catholic Church's National Review Board reported in February that 
4,392 priests had been accused of sexually abusing minors between 1950 and 
2002. About 750 American priests have appealed their suspensions to Rome, 
the National Catholic Reporter newspaper reported last week. 

Appeals submitted since a Nov. 22 deadline passed will be handled using an 
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administrative procedure rather than penal sections of the Code of Canon 
Law, which means church officials would be less likely to impose permanent 
penalties, the newspaper reported. The most prominent permanent sanction is 
laicization, or removal from the priesthood. 

The newspaper, citing unnamed church sources, also reported that in a 
handful of cases the papal congregation has ordered that a priest be reinstated 
and an American bishop has refused to honor the order because of fear of 
adverse public reaction. 

One priest who served in the Joliet Diocese could be defrocked, pending the 
outcome of a case being heard in Rome. The Rev. Gary Berthiaume was 
suspended in 2002 from his chaplain duties at Advocate Good Samaritan 
Hospital in Downers Grove. 

Imesch welcomed Berthiaume into the Joliet Diocese in 1987 and placed 
him briefly in ministry at St. Irene Parish io Warrenville, even though the 
priest had been convicted of abusing a Michigan boy in 1978 and was 
sentenced to six months in prison. 

lmesch was Berthiaume's pastor at Our Lady of Sorrows Church in 
Farmington, Mich., where the 12-year-old altar boy was abused. 

After serving prison time, Berthiaume transferred to the Cleveland Diocese, 
where he was accused of molesting other boys during the 1980s. He remains 
incardinated, or attached, to the Cleveland Diocese. 

Berthiaume remains on administrative leave while the congregation in Rome 
decides his fate, Cleveland Diocese spokesman Robert Tayek said. 

12107104 
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Bill Wimbiscus 
(815) 729-6124 

December 10, 2004 

Dear Bishop Imesch: 

The Herald News 
A Hollinger Publication 

300 Caterpillar Dr. 
Joliet, IL 60436 

In follow up to our conversation, enclosed is the information you requested. 

Do not hesitate to call me at (815) 729-6124, if I can be of further assistance. 

( ·ncerely, 

;M, eo~ 
Bill Wimbiscus 
Managing Editor 

Enclosure 

DEC 1 3 2004 
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The issue: The Rev. Arthur LaPore was indicted on federal charges last week, five 
diocesan officials asserted there were no problems. We say: The continuing lack o 
by Joliet Diocesan officials shakes our faith. Our View Faith wavers when facts are 

Article Text 

A few years ago, when sexual abuse allegations against Roman Catholic priests b1 
officials from the Diocese of Joliet denied there were any problems. 

As we know now, they were wrong. 

Five years ago, some parishioners of St. Anthony's in Joliet went to Bishop Joseph Imes 
Joliet Diocese, with concerns that their pastor, the Rev. Arthur LaPore, could be ta~ 
collection plates and spaghetti dinners. lmesch and former Auxiliary Bishop Roger Kc 
"very extensive investigation," there was no problem. 

Wrong again, at least according to a federal indictment issued last week against LaF 
Brook. He was charged with filing a false federal income tax return in 1997, allegedly 
$24,860 in church funds for personal expenses, in addition to skimming at least $· 
collections and at least $300 from nine spaghetti dinner fund-raisers held by the church. 

http://infoweb.newsbank.com/iw-search/we/InfoWeb?p_action=doc&p_docid=l02E6337... 12/10/2004 
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LaPore, placed on administrative leave shortly after the indictments were announce 
innocent until proven guilty. We will save our comments regarding the case until after t 
his trial. 

However, we are concerned about the lack of forthrightness coming from Joliet Diocesan 

Some might call it a lack of truth. A cover up. Obstruction of justice. 

We as a community, regardless of our faith , tend to offer men of the cloth a certain resr 
want to believe that these men of the cloth would not lie, had -- and likely still have 
unwilling to come forward, lest they be damned in the community, if not for eternity. 

For the same reasons, we tend to want to believe Joliet Diocesan officials when they tell 

It is becoming increasingly difficult to offer due respect and benefit of the doubt wher 
officials shield their priests from the law - and the community at large from the truth. 

lmesch, who has been chastised both inside and outside his flock for more than two de• 
on the priest abuse issue, was again a target in the case against LaPore. 

In Joliet Police Chief David Gerdes' words, the LaPore issue was "first brought to 
concerned members of the parish. They indicated that they had brought it to the attentic 
and the bishop, and they were frustrated by the response they got." 

City police initiated the investigation and met with former State's Attorney James Glasgc 
of the criminal investigations division of the IRS in 1999. Their investigation led to the er 
In a separate civil suit, a former St. Anthony's janitor said he was fired by LaPore for brir 
the diocese. 

Talk about shaking one's faith. 

To his credit, lmesch removed 10 priests following allegations of sexual abuse in Ai: 
months before other bishops agreed to do the same at their convention in Dallas. We si1 
is a sign of a willingness to work with the community, and, if need be, law enforcement c 
the diocese perceives as negative. 

It is easier to take what people tell us at "faith value" when their reputations are solid. PE 
wavering for the offices of priest, minister, congressman or president because some 
those offices are not being true to their oaths. Their concern about protecting their ima 
their duties to their people. 

Diocesan officials should stop hiding behind their cassocks and collars and begin a rr 
fence-mending with their flock and the rest of the community. 

-- The Herald News 

Copyright, 2004, The Herald News. All rights reserved. REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED. 
Record Number: PFS1390862 
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The issue: The Joliet Diocese says more than $2.6 million has been spent to settle 
abuse of minors. 

We say: The diocese should issue a more complete financial report that details all other 
with abuse. 

Our View 

Joliet Diocese financial report unclear 

Bishop Joseph lmesch, who leads more than 620,000 Roman Catholics in the Diocese · 
his responses to the issue of sexual abuse of minors in a recent letter to parishioners. 

lmesch's forward-looking policies are commendable. However, his reporting of finar 
unclear. The diocese's disclosure that more than $2.6 million has been spent to settle 13 

http://infoweb.newsbank.com/iw-search/we/InfoWeb?p_action=doc&p_docid=OF942722... 12/10/2004 
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Other dioceses across the nation have disclosed more detailed financial information. For 
same day lmesch issued his letter, Jan. 12, the Diocese of Tucson, Ariz., released a 1 

The Tucson report details the amounts of direct settlements ($155,000), counse 
($115,000), evaluation and treatment of priests accused of sexual misconduct with mi 
salary and benefits for accused priests ($622,000), and legal costs associated with clair 
{$470,000). 

More recently, the Archdiocese of Chicago released a report saying it has spent 
settlements and counseling for victims, $4.6 million on treatment for priests, and abot 
legal fees. 

The Joliet Diocese says it doesn't know those associated costs because it doesn' 
category. This is not a plausible explanation. Either the diocese's accounting methods r 
its leaders do not want its financial supporters to know the true costs of the sexual-abuse 

lmesch's critics, including the Catholic lay groups Call To Action, Catholic Citizens of llli 
Catholic Faithful, may be right to charge that lmesch is purposely trying to mislead 
saying that their tithes and donations are not spent to settle claims of sexual misconduct. 

If the money doesn't come from parishioners, how are insurance policies, attorni 
therapists and sustenance being paid for at least a dozen men not allowed to serve in 
because of abuse allegations? The diocese is not saying. 

To help rebuild peoples' trust in church leadership, it would benefit lmesch to 
accountants to produce a more detailed report about all costs associated with the 
minors. Joliet Diocese Catholics deserve the same detailed information provided to par~ 
dioceses. 

- The Herald News 
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The issue: The allegations against clergy have been unnerving and traumatic to many Cl 

We say: Let us affirm the hard work and devotion of countless clergymen and women i 
and nation. 

Our View 

Remember sacrifice, devotion of our clergy 

The Associated Press article in today's edition bears more unhappy news about ordair 
The bishop of the Peoria Roman Catholic Diocese has asked seven priests to ste~ 
ministry over allegations of sexual misconduct. 

This somber announcement comes on the heels of the removal of priests who have se 
Diocese. 
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Similar removals have taken place throughout the nation, and they are not exclusive to 
but include charges against Protestant pastors. 

These heinous charges against those who have been trained and taken vows to ser 
spiritual leaders shake the very foundations of the church in America. 

Many Christians, knowing all men and women are fallible and saved alone by God's grac 
is undying. 

But the allegations are still unnerving. 

Shedding a bright light on the dark landscape are the priests and pastors who are conti 
the ministries to which they have been called. 

Earlier this month, the Cathedral of St. Raymond honored the Rev. Stan Orlikiewicz, wt 
years as rector at the Joliet church. 

"I don't know of anything more beautiful to do than turn people's lives around. 

It's not a human venture, but a divine venture," said the priest affectionately known as Fe 

These comments reflect the passion that many priests, nuns and pastors have for their n 

Their work is as varied as the countless needs of their flock: counseling the troubled; ~ 
support for the dying; inspiring the faithful; performing the vital rites of Communion, C 
and more; and guiding decisions on the growth and direction of their congregations. 

Many times, clergymen and women feel isolated because of their work, and sometimE 
the stress and harsh expectations of parishioners cause burnout. 

It is important to affirm these men and women who have been called to do God's work h1 

Congregations and parishioners , don't hesitate to support, thank and encourage your 
youth pastor or anyone who is serving your spiritual needs. 

Please do it now. -- The Herald News 
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COMMUNITY APPRECIATES ROLE OF JOLIET DIOCESE 

Article Text: 

0 Sav 

The Issue: The Diocese of Joliet hosts a picnic Sunday as part of its year-long 50th anni• 
The contribution of the diocese and all of its leaders is greatly appreciated. 

Our View 

The smallest and youngest Catholic diocese in Illinois has grown up. 

The Diocese of Joliet is celebrating its religious and community contributions this weaker 

The diocese was the smallest of six state dioceses when it was founded in 1948. 

It has grown and prospered. 

Today, the Diocese of Joliet has more than 535,000 Catholics in 127 parishes and missic 
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The accomplishments of the diocese are being recognized during a year-long series of e 
50th birthday. 

The diocese birthday picnic is from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday on the grounds of St. C 
Pastoral Center and Lewis University on Illinois 53 in Romeoville. 

Admission is free and a lot is planned. 

An outdoor Mass will be celebrated at 1 p.m. by Rev. Joseph lmesch, bishop of Joliet. 

The picnic offers a full day of free entertainment. 

Guests may bring their own food or buy refreshments on the picnic grounds. 

The theme for the diocese Jubilee events is "Celebrating Church, Creating Community.' 
opened in December and includes a 50th anniversary dinner in September. 

A Mass to close this special observance is planned Oct. 13, celebrating Bishop lmesch's 
as a bishop. 

A lot of planning and hard work has gone into this year-long celebration. 

The diocese and its leaders -- especially Bishop lmesch - have contributed in count 
spirituality of Catholics and all members of this community. 

Their faith and fel lowship is appreciated. 

We salute the Diocese of Joliet on its 50th anniversary. 

Its role in this community is appreciated. 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

,~. 

February 5, 2005 

I deeply regret the pain and embarrassment that you have experienced 
from the media reports these past days. Those reports concerned a six~hour 
deposition I gave several months ago about a number of instances of sexual 
abuse by priests of the Joliet Diocese. Most of what you have read or heard 
happened more than 20 years ago and had already been reported in the 
newspapers. 

u0031? 

When the actions of these priests were reported to me, I realized that the 
behavior was inappropriate. Whether or not there were any pofice investigations, 
all priests who were accused of inappropriate behavior were immediately 
•nterviewed and received professional treatment or left ministry. 

The actions of those priests happened before psychologists recognized 
that behavior of that kind was indicative of a severe problem that could not be 
adequately treated. I relied heavily on the judgment of professional therapists 
when they concluded that a priest was fit for return to ministry. Some priests 
were recommended for restricted ministry. Some of these carried out their 
responsibUities well and dtd so with the commendation of therr supervisors. 

Despite undergoing treatment and receiving approval for ministry, other 
priests repeated inappropriate behavior. When this was tater reamed, they were 
removed from ministry. 

Years ago, I would never have returned a priest into ministry if I had not 
been assured by professional therapists that he was ready to return. Today ~f 
any priest is accused of inappropriate conduct, the States Attorney's Office is 
notified and the matter is referred to the Diocesan Review Committee. The 
priest will be permanently removed from ministry when the allegation is found 
credible. 

I deeply regret the harm that has been caused to victims and the pain and 
embarrassment that many of you have experienced. The media reports tend to 
portray me as someone who doesn't care about the safety of children. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. i became a priest because I care. All of us can 
look back on our lives and find things we should have done differently. At the 
time our action proceeded from our own best judgment, though in tater years it is 
clear that other decisions should have been made. Any decision I made was 
thought to be In my best judgment at the Ume. 

I want to express my sincere apology to all who have suffered abuse from 
priests. r deepty regret any damage that was done to you and want to assist with 
your recovery. If others have been abused and have not as yet come forward, 
pfease contact our Victim Assistance Coordinator, Sister Mary Frances Seeley at 
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8i 5-263-6467 so that healing can begin. 

AA« us have learned a difficult and painful lesson from this experience. 

f.10031! 

For my part, f promise to do whatever I can to see that the past is not repeated. . .. · .· 

Sincerely in Christ, 
Most Reverend Joseph L. lmesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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SEXUAL ABUSE ISSUES 

How did the Joliet Diocese handle allegations of sexual abuse throughout the years? 
Procedures for dealing with allegations of sexual abuse of minors by priests have changed 

over the years in response to an increased level of knowledge about sexual abuse and the damage it 
causes. 

At one time sexual abuse was perceived as a moral fault, that is, a sin to be confessed for 
wh ich the priest was given a penance that he was to perform with contrition and a firm purpose of 
amendment. 

Sexual abuse was later thought to be the result of alcoholism and so the priest was sent for 
treatment of that illness. 

In recent times sexual abuse was given separate treatment. The priest received therapy for 
sexual abuse at a residential facility or on an outpatient basis. When mental health professionals 
concluded that the priest had recovered satisfactorily, they recommended that he be returned to parish 
ministry or be placed in a restricted ministry such as a hospital or prison chaplaincy. 

Why did some offenders receive assignments instead of being removed entirely from ministry? 
Mental health professionals believed that with appropriate therapy, some sexual abuse 

offenders could be rehabilitated. A priest was usually sent to a residential facility for treatment. If 
therapists concluded that the priest was fit for ministry, they recommended his return to parish ministry 
or placement in a restricted ministry such as a hospital or prison chaplain. 

What are the current procedures of the Joliet Diocese, especially since the Bishops' meeting of 
June 2002? 

The Diocese of Joliet adheres to the Charter for the Protection of Childr-en and Young Adults 
approved in June 2002. In keeping with the terms of the Charter, allegations are reported to civil 
authorities and referred to the Diocesan Review Board. The Bishop has the discretion to remove the 
accused immediately from ministry prior to any recommendation from the Review Board. Any instance 
of abuse occurring after 2002 must be reported to the Vatican. Counseling continues to be offered to 
victims as well as to the accused. No priest who has had a credible allegation placed against him is 
ever returned to ministry, even restricted ministry. Persons throughout the Diocese who come into 
contact with children are required to attend the Protecting God's Children program so that they can 
learn about situations that could lead to sexual abuse as well as to recognize the warning signs of a 
perpetrator. 

What is the Church doing for victims? 
Anyone who alleges to have been victimized by a member of the clergy is listened to with 

compassion and empathy by one of the Bishops, the Victim Assistance Coordinator (Sr. Mary Frances 
Seeley - 815-263-6467) or the Chancellor. Opportunities for counseling and spiritual assistance are 
offered to victims. The Diocese has posted information about area support groups for victims on its 
website. All parishes have brochures available detailing assistance available to victims. 

Has the Bishop met with victims of sexual abuse? 
The Bishop and the Auxiliary Bishop have met with a number of victims and their families on 

an individual basis. Both have also spoken to victims/families over the telephone. The bishops are 
aware of the healing effect such meetings/conversations have. They continue their willingness to 
minister in this way to victims. 

Has the Bishop conferred with SNAP? 
Bishop lmesch recently met with a representative of Illinois SNAP. The Bishop cares deeply for 

the welfare of persons who have been harmed by sexual abuse. Representatives of SNAP or other 
victims' groups are not excluded from his concern. 

What if I am a victim of sexual abuse by a priest? 
Report abuse to civil authorities. Notify the Diocese by calling the Victim Assistance 

Coordinator, Sr. Mary Frances Seeley, OSF, (815-263-6467), or the Chancellor (815-722-6606). 
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~~~sed ApltiatirMs reported their abuse from 2000-2003. 

Why are allegations now becoming public? 
After years of silent pain, victims realized they were not alone and began to come forward. 

Some victims met with diocesan officials and were offered pastoral care. Others chose to make their 
abuse known by filing lawsuits. 

Why did the Bishop or the Diocese not know that some priests were doing such terrible things? 
Victims did not report their abuse. Some chose to report only many years later. 

How many priests from the Diocese of Joliet have been accused? 
Over the past 54 years (the Diocese was founded in 1949), 773 diocesan priests have served 

in the Diocese of Joliet. Of these. 27 or approximately 3.5% have had credible allegations made 
against them. Any priest against whom a credible allegation has been made may not celebrate Mass 
publicly, wear the Roman collar or use the title, "Father". 

Why doesn't the Diocese settle lawsuits as other dioceses have done? 
The Diocese has settled a number of lawsuits. Each case is reviewed and settled on its own 

merits, independent of any other case. 

Are parish funds going to pay settlements? 
No parish funds were used for any settlements. Insurance paid part of the costs. The balance 

was from money realized from proceeds of investments or from the sale of unnecessary properties. 
Investments and real estate were from funds donated by people 30, 40 or more years ago. 
Throughout the years, the investment portfolio and real estate value increased significantly. When a 
piece of property was no longer needed for a parish church, that property was then sold usually for a 
greater price than was paid for its purchase. It is those proceeds that were used for settlements. 

What about money given to the Diocesan Annual? How is it used? 
Money from the Diocesan Appeal is used entirely to fund the various agencies and ministries 

in the Diocese. None of this money is used to settle cases, etc. Diocesan Appeal money is used to 
fund the Catholic Schools Office, the Religious Education Office, Catholic Charities, College Campus 
Ministry, the Diaconate, Office of Divine Worship, Family Ministry, Hispanic Ministry, Ministry 
Formation, Vocations Office, Peace & Justice, the Catholic Explorer, etc.. Appeal funds are also used 
for the education of seminarians as well as to pay the salaries of hospital chaplains. A full accounting 
of how the Diocesan Appeal funds are spent is presented each year in the financial report published in 
the Catholic Explorer, the diocesan newspaper. 

Does the Diocese have a Review Board? If so, who are the members? 
A Review Committee was established in 1990 to review allegations of sexual abuse. The 

current structure of the Review Committee {mostly lay persons not in the employ of the diocese) has 
been in place since 1993. 

Members include: a woman attorney, a member of a county states attorney's office, two 
women therapists, two retired judges, a psychiatrist, a psychologist, a pastor, and a former sexual 
abuse investigator with the state police. The names of the members were published in the diocesan 
newspaper. 

What is being done for the continuing education of priests regarding sexual abuse? 
Bishop lmesch and the priests of the Diocese have met several times to discuss the issue of 

sexual abuse. Priests have been provided educational opportunities and times for reflection so they 
could discuss their response to the sexual abuse issue, its impact on their spiritual lives and the 
exercise of their ministry. Having a spiritual director or mentor is advisable. All priests are required to 
participate in the Protecting God's Children program. 
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interviews prior to being accepted as seminarians. Seminarians attend classes and special seminars 
regarding Catholic spirituality, celibate sexuality, sexual development, dealing with sexual feelings, etc. 

Can you guarantee that sexual abuse of a minor will never happen again and that children will 
be kept safe? 

We wish we could, but no one can make such a guarantee, however the Diocese has taken a 
number of steps to make sure that children are safe: 

,. The Diocesan Pastoral Policy Regarding Sexual Abuse of Minors was revised in 2003. It 
was distributed to all clergy, religious, diocesan, parish, school and religious education 
personnel. (The original policy in place since 1990, had undergone revisions in 1993 and 
1997.) 

J A document entitled Standards of Behavior for Those Working with Minors was published on 
June 1, 2003. It details standards of ministerial behavior and appropriate boundaries for clergy 
as well as for other church personnel who have regular contact with children and young 
people. Copies were distributed to all clergy, religious, diocesan, parish, school and religious 
education personnel as well as to parents of children in school and religious education 
programs. 

Both of the above named documents may be found on the diocesan website. They have been 
translated into Spanish and Polish . 

..--The Virtus Protecting God's Children program was adopted for use throughout the Diocese. 
Parish facilitators provide educational sessions for clergy, teachers, catechists, and others who 
have regular, sustained contact with children. Participants learn to avoid situations that could 
lead to sexual abuse as well as to recognize the warning signs of a perpetrator. 

,,-Background checks are required of clergy, school and religious education administrators, 
teachers, catechists, athletic personnel , diocesan employees, and all others, including 
volunteers, who have significant or sustained contact with children. 

,,-Prior to anyone being accepted as a seminarian for the Diocese, the person must undergo a 
thorough screening by the Vocation Office, which also includes a background check. 

,,-Before any priest or deacon can begin ministry in the Joliet Diocese, his bishop or major 
superior must provide the Diocese with the cleric's record together with information about 
anything that would raise questions about his fitness for ministry including any allegations 
regarding his sexual activity. 

, Anyone who has had a credible allegation of sexual misconduct placed against him/her is 
not permitted to exercise ministry in the Diocese . 

..--The Review Committee, established in 1990 to review allegations of sexual abuse, 
continues its work of reviewing allegations. The current structure of the Review Committee has 
been in place since 1993. 

Printing of these materials donated by: 
J. S. Paluch Company, Inc. 
Schiller Park, IL. 
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EFFORTS TO COMBAT CLERGY SEXUAL ABUSE AGAINST MINORS: A CHRONOLOGY 
1982-2005. 

Claims of clergy sexual abuse against minors have fixed the attention of the U.S. Bishops for over 
twenty years. The problem has challenged the bishops simultaneously to provide justice and 
healing for victims, vision and solace for the Catholic community, pastoral leadership to priests, 
compassion to the accused, and cooperation with civil authorities. Presented here is a 
chronological account of the assistance offered dioceses through the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops/lJ.S. Catholic Conference (NCCB/lJSCC) whose organizational structure was 
revised during these years and which has been known since 2001 as the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). 
1982. 
NCCB/USCC staff assist personnel from two dioceses in appreciating the civil liability risks 
involved in child molestation cases. Occasional inquiries about specific complaints follow over 
the next eighteen months. 
1984. 
Misconduct of Father Gilbert Gauthe of Lafayette, Louisiana, focuses public attention. 
NCCB/lJSCC staff have limited discussions with diocesan administrative and legal personnel 
about concerns presented by resulting claims. Additional c1aimants in other dioceses come 
forward. NCCB/USCC staff act as resource to Bishops and their staffs who have ultimate 
responsibility for responding to claims. 
1984, continued. 
Several state legislatures change child abuse reporting statutes. NCCB/USCC legal staff survey 
and provide summary of statutes to dioceses. 
1985. 
Several state Catholic conferences and individual dioceses begin developing personnel policies 
governing abuse allegations using their own expert and legal personnel along with consultation 
with NCCB/USCC staff. Based on operating experiences of dioceses, NCCB/USCC staff begin to 
make more uniform suggestions to individual dioceses which eventually are formalized as Five 
Principles for dealing with allegations of sexual abuse of minors (see, June, 1992). 
June, 1985. 
Sexual abuse claims are discussed in private meeting of diocesan attorneys and in an executive 
session of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops. The latter, held in Collegevi11e, 
Minnesota, includes presentations by a psychiatrist, a lawyer, and a Bishop on aspects of the 
problem. 
1985, continued. 
The Reverend Michael Peterson, president of the St. Luke Institute, the Reverend Thomas Doyle, 
canon lawyer on the staff of the Apostolic Nunciature, and Atty. Raymond Mouton, lawyer for 
Father Gauthe, draft a resource paper entitled The Problem of Sexual Molestation by Roman 
Catholic Clergy: Meeting the Problem in a Comprehensive and Responsible 1Vfanner. This offers 
the authors' opinions of potential size of the situation facing the Church in the United States and 
suggestions on how to deal with it. Father Peterson eventually sends diocesan Bishops copies of 
text of the entire report as an appendix to a document prepared by the St. Luke Institute with a 
note urging recipients to "treat the contents of this document as confidential" and saying that it 
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contains "my professional and personal remarks and should not be construed as a national plan" 
for the Bishops' Conference. An NCCB/USCC staff review finds that, with few exceptions, 
issues raised in the Report have already been identified for the Bishops by NCCB/USCC staff and 
other experts, especially at the Collegeville meeting. Major difference: the Report's suggestion of 
a national intervention team (a doctor, a canonist, and a lawyer) to respond to complaints in 
individual dioceses. Dioceses prefer to respond through their own expert personnel, rather than a 
national team, due to factual and legal uniqueness of each accusation. Media characterizations of 
the Report as a proposal either ignored or summarily rejected by the Conference are inaccurate. 
1986-1988. 
NCCB/USCC staff continue to assist dioceses and develop more uniform advice for them. Other 
actions are: in order to aid diocesan attorneys, General Counsel catalogues liability theories and 
defenses raised in litigation; diocesan training programs are encouraged; updates are offered to 
diocesan educators, Catholic Charities personnel and administrators. NCCB Committee on 
Priestly Life and Ministry begins to work with vicars for priests to help develop training 
programs. Dioceses develop more definitive personnel policies to respond to claims and training 
programs for policy implementation. 
November, 1987. 
At the Bishops' General Meeting, certain aspects of molestation cases are reviewed, largely from 
the perspective of canon law. By end of 1987, NCCB/USCC General Counsel is asked to prepare 
a public statement acknowledging scope and extent of crisis and expressing perspective of the 
Conference. 
February, 1988. 
At direction of the General Secretary, General Counsel issues the statement which summarizes 
the steps taken by the USCC to "educate, advise and guide" in this matter. The statement also 
describes "affirmative activities" in dioceses, such as, educating diocesan personnel who have the 
care of children about the prevention of child abuse, developing policies on reporting abuse, and 
working to heal victims and families. The statement also reminds the public that the USCC is not 
"a national governing board for the church in the United States" and that in both church and civil 
law "each diocese is separate and independent from every other diocese." 
1988-1990. 
Several important changes mark the situation confronting dioceses and, therefore, the 
NCCB/USCC: 1) the number of new cases, i.e., cases involving current problems, begins to 
diminish and be replaced by cases involving misconduct occurring ten or more years before. 
(Even with claims beyond the period of1ega1 remedy, NCCB/USCC staff continue to advise the 
priority of pastoral care and that dioceses ascertain that there is no ongoing threat to any person); 
2) priests returning to dioceses from treatment programs cause diocesan officials to ask whether 
these priests should or could be reassigned to ministry or what could be done to laicize them. This 
raises significant theological, pastoral, canonical, liability, and medical questions. 
November, 1989. 
The Administrative Committee of the NCCB issues a brief statement on child molestation claims. 
General Counsel is asked to convene, in conjunction with NCCB Committee on Priestly Life and 
Ministry, a staff-level study group on questions of reassignment. Representatives of a variety of 
disciplines meet over a period of a year and a half for several consultations on various dimensions 
of the problem. 
Late 1989. 
With regard to canonical remedies to deal with priests who would not return to ministry, 
NCCB/USCC officers and key staff begin discussing alternative approaches to existing 
provisions of the Code of Canon Law with representatives of the Roman Curia, especially the 
Code's statute of limitations and its treatment of culpability. Discussions focus on ways to 
streamline the penal provisions of the Code and the possibility of an administrative process to 
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Discussion described above continues. Ecumenical and nonsectarian nature of problem strongly is 
emphasized and is subject of ongoing discussion with representatives of other denominations in 
the United States. In these internal discussions, NCCB/USCC staff offer leadership, especially in 
developing guidelines and strategies for personnel policies and public information. 
1990, continued. 
A presentation on the medical factors to be assessed is made to diocesan attorneys by the 
NCCB/USCC Study Group, which also begins to compile lists of factors that should be evaluated 
by Bishops in making individual-specific reassignment decisions. 
1991. 
Ecumenical ties between U.S. Bishops Conference and other Churches and religious 
organizations in the United States continue as do discussions with the Holy See. 
J une, 1992. 
At the Bishops' General Meeting, following a day-long executive session on aspects of clergy 
sexual misconduct, NCCB/USCC president issues a public statement announcing the involvement 
of prominent experts in various disciplines to review latest information on the subject and 
contributions of specific bishops who reviewed their diocesan approaches during the meeting. He 
formally states the Five Principles, which have formed the basis of advice given by NCCB/USCC 
staff. The Bishops affirm them as the approach which their dioceses are taking to deal with child 
sexual abuse: 1) respond promptly to all allegations of abuse where there is reasonable belief that 
abuse has occurred; 2) if such an allegation is supported by sufficient evidence, relieve the 
alleged offender promptly of his ministerial duties and refer him for appropriate medical 
evaluation a.nd intervention; 3) comply with the obligations of civil law as regards reporting of 
the incident and cooperating with the investigation; 4) reach out to the victims and their families 
and communicate sincere commitment to their spiritual and emotional well-being; 5) within the 
confines of respect for privacy of the individuals involved, deal as openly as possible with the 
members of the community. 
November , 1992, continued. 
At the General Meeting, NCCB/USCC endorses June statement of Conference president and adds 
its own words of support. Formation of a subcommittee of the NCCB Committee on Priestly Life 
and Ministry on sexual abuse, chaired by Father Canice Connors, OFM Conv., is announced. A 
group of bishops led by Cardinal Roger Mahony meet in Washington with group of victims
survivors of clergy sexual abuse. 
February, 1993. 
The subcommittee convenes a ''Think Tank" in St. Louis, Missouri, gathering experts from across 
the spectrum of the Chw·ch and society on the question of clergy sexual abuse. 
May- June, 1993. 
Discussions with the Holy See culminate in a 1993 meeting. The Holy Father issues a letter to the 
U.S. Bishops condenming child abuse and announcing formation of a Joint Study Commission to 
address the NCCB/USCC concerns about canonical problems in dealing with priest abusers. 
(Throughout the first part of 1993, U.S. Bishops have commented on the problem individually 
during their regular five-year ad limina visits to Rome.) 
June, 1993. 
At the General Meeting, a report on the "Think Tank" is offered at a plenary public session and 
discussed. The establishment of an Ad Hoc Committee on Sexual Abuse (AHCSA) is 
announced. This committee is mandated 1) to look at assisting the membership in effectively 
dealing with priests who sexually abuse minors and others; 2) to examine what the NCCB can do 
pastorally nationwide to assist in the healing of victims and their families; 3) to address the issue 
of morale of bishops and priests burdened with the terrible offenses of a few; 4) to assist bishops 
in screening candidates for ministry and assessing the possibility of reassignment of clergy found 
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guilty of sexual abuse of minors; 5) to recommend steps to safeguard against sexual abuse of 
minors by employees or volunteers of the Church; and 6) to address the national problem of 
sexual abuse of children, coming from many directions, especially from within families. 
Committee begins to seek expert advice from the medical and psychological community. 
September, 1993. 
The AH CSA provides Bishops with the Brief Overview of Conference Involvement in Assisting 
Dioceses with Child Molestation Claims which is published in "Origins." 
November, 1993. 
The work of the Joint Holy See-U.S. Bishops Study Commission results in recommendations for 
certain derogations from (exceptions to) canon law which can be applied by the U.S. Bishops. 
April, 1994. 
Pope John Paul II approves some derogations for an experimental period. For cases of sexual 
abuse, the derogations effectively extend canon law's statute of limitations to the victim's 28th 
birthday. They also allow for penalties to be imposed for these crimes committed against all 
minors, not just those under age 16. 
November, 1994. 
The AHCSA issues Restoring Trust Vol. I, which includes a review of 157 Diocesan Policies; 
description of 10 treatment centers; and articles on topics ranging from pedophilia and 
victims/families to parishes as victims and expectations of treatment. 
November, 1995. 
The AHCSA issues Restoring Trust Vol. II, which includes description of eight treatment 
centers, a 42-page presentation on care and concern for victims/survivors, and articles on topics 
ranging from the offender and effectiveness of treatment to the insurance viewpoint. 
November, 1996. 
The AHCSA issues Restoring Trust Vol. Ill, which reviews the efforts and activities to that 
point and notes areas still to be addressed. 
June, 1997. 
The AHCSA promotes a video on boundaries issues developed by the National Organization for 
Continuing Education of Roman Catholic Clergy at the committee's request. The video focuses 
on intimacy, sexuality, and the development of skills in interpersonal relations. 
November, 1997. 
The AH CSA is re-authorized for a three-year period and mandated to concentrate on 1) healing of 
victims; 2) education; and 3) future options for priest offenders. 
1998. 
Symposium for U.S. Bishops on working with victims and healing; review of canonical issues 
related to reassignment of abusers or permanent dismissal from the clerical state; meeting with 
English speaking bishops' conference in Ireland. 
1999. 
Extension for ten years of derogations of canon laws dealing \Vith statute oflimitations and age of 
maturity; meetings with victims and victim advisory groups. 
2000. 
Meetings with victims and victim advisory groups; meeting with English speaking bishops' 
conferences in Rome; reconstitution of the AHCSA with focus on education, prevention, review 
of diocesan policies for child-safe environments. 
2001. 
Development of Restoring Trust materials for wider dissemination; review of due process issues 
when returning man to ministry or dismissing from the priesthood after treatment; meeting on 
procedures for re-admission of candidates into seminaries. 

Overall, the AHCSA, before 2002, addressed its six mandates as follows: 
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1. Dealing Effectively with Priests Who Sexually Abuse Minors and Others 
The committee has concentrated on assisting with diocesan policies, evaluating treatment 

centers, providing education through topical articles by competent authors, and acting as 
a clearinghouse in matters related to this mandate. 

2. Assisting Victims/Survivors 
The committee has provided articles focused on victims/survivors of clergy sexual abuse, 
along with a special section in the report on diocesan policies, and has met several times 
with representatives of various national organizations and with individual 
victims/survivors. It also developed a 42-page article, published in Restoring Trust Vol. 
Il, entitled Responding to Victims-Survivors. 

3. Addressing Morale of Bishops and Priests 
The committee has provided a focal point to deal with criticism, responded with solid 
information, and presented regular reports to Bishops to help the Church to deal 
effectively with allegations of clergy sexual misconduct. It also urged the Committees for 
Bishops' Life and Ministry and Priestly Life and Ministry, the National Federation of 
Priests' Councils, and the National Organization for Continuing Education of Roman 
Catholic Clergy to address this concern. 

4. Screening Candidates for J\'finistry 
Working with the Committee on Priestly Formation and the National Catholic 
Educational Association (Seminary Dept.), the committee in 1994 undertook a survey of 
theologates and coUege seminaries on psychological screening and formation in sexuality 
issues. 

As for the theologates, the survey had a response from 29 of 36 institutions for diocesan 
seminarians. All respondents indicated that psychological testing was required and 26 of 
the 29 responding seminaries indicated that the pre-acceptance interview includes 
specific inquiry about sexual history and experience with relationships. Responses also 
showed that growth in sexual maturity and questions of relationships are specifically 
identified and dealt with as formation issues. Every seminary is doing something in this 
regard, some in a more organized way than others. 

As for the college seminaries, 11 of 14 free-standing ones, and 13 out of 28 collaborative 
college seminary programs responded. As for pre-acceptance interviews, there was 
considerable variation across the board. However, every responding seminary indicated 
that growth in sexual maturity and experiences with relationships were specifically 
identified as formation issues. The committee has proposed some specific goals for 
consideration by the Priestly Formation Committee. These goals are now under active 
consideration by that committee. 

5. Assisting Bishops in Assessing Possible Reassignment 
This issue of possible assignment to some sort of ministry is still under study by the 
committee. However, Volume I, Tab A, of Restoring Trust, notes policies on this point, 
including need for consultation and disclosure. 

6. Regarding Church Employees and Volunteers 
Much of the material in Volumes I and II of Restoring Trust has application to church 
employees and volunteers. 

January 6, 2002. 
The Boston Globe launches a series of articles on the case of Father John Geoghan and the 
handling of clerical sex abuse cases in general in the Archdiocese of Boston which eventually 
sparks a national crisis for the Church in the United States. 
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February 19, 2002. 
After previously responding to a critical editorial in USA Today, Belleville Bishop Wilton D. 
Gregory, president of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), issues formal 
statement on the issue, expressing "profound sorrow that some of our priests were responsible for 
this abuse under our watch" and saying that "this is a time for Catholic people--bishops, clergy, 
religious, and laity--to resolve to work together to assure the safety of our children." 
M.arch 14, 2002. 
The Administrative Committee meets March 12-14 and issues a press release saying that the 
agenda of the upcoming June General Meeting of bishops will deal with the issue of sexual abuse 
of minors. It charges the AH CSA \vith the duty to review and report on recommendations leading 
to "a comprehensive response on the national level" to ensure "the safety of children and the 
healing of victims and their families." 
March, 2002. 
The AHCSA begins drafting what will eventually become the Charter for the Protection of 
Children and Young People. It also drafts several questions to be presented to bishops at regional 
meetings to get feed back on the most significant issues with which the Charter will deal. 
April 22-25. 
At the Holy See's request, the U.S. Cardinals and USCCB officers meet with the heads of the 
relevant offices of the Roman Curia to discuss the situation. In his address to the meeting, Pope 
John Paul II says, "The abuse which has caused this crisis is by every standard wrong and 
rightly considered a crime by society; it is also an appalling sin in the eyes of God. To the 
victims and their families, wherever they may be, I express my profound sense of 
solidarity and concern." The meeting's final communiques states that, "as part of the 
preparation for the June meeting of the American Bishops," the United States participants 
in the meeting propose "to send the respective Congregations of the Holy See a set of 
national standards which the Holy See will properly review (recognitio ), in which 
essential elements for policies dealing with the sexual abuse of minors in Dioceses and 
Religious Institutes in the United States are set forth.'' 
April-May. 
Regional meetings are held and feed back gathered from over 200 bishops. The draft of the 
Charter is completed. 
June 4. 
St. Paul and Minneapolis Archbishop Harry J. Flynn, chairman of the AHCSA, presents the draft 
Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People at a press briefing in Washington. It 
contains a series of steps aimed at the protection of children and young people in church 
ministries and institutions. Archbishop Flynn says that the AHCSA believes that these "steps are 
necessary to restore the calm and peace of the Church in this grave matter." 
June 14, 2002. 
The Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People adopted by the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) by a vote of239-13 at their June General Meeting; 
canonical "essential norms" also adopted; Governor Frank Keating of Oklahoma appointed by 
Bishop Gregory as chairman of Review Board called for in the Charter to assist and monitor the 
Office of Child and Youth Protection which the Charter also calls for. 
June, 2002. 
Canonical "essential norms" presented to Holy See with request for "recognitio" or approval. 
June, 2002. 
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Governor Keating and three other early appointee'5 -- Mr. Robert S. Bennett of the firm of 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher and Flom, Washington, D.C.; Anne M. Burke, justice of 
the Illinois Court of Appeals; and Michael J. Bland, Psy.D., clinical counselor and 
clinical-pastoral coordinator for victim assistance ministry, Archdiocese of Chicago. The 
Review Board comes to be called the National Review Board (NRB). 
J uly 24, 2002. 
Membership ofNRB announced. Additional members are William R. Burleigh, chairman of the 
board and former CEO of the E.W. Scripps Company, Union, Kentucky; Nicholas P . Cafardi, 
dean of the Duquesne University Law School, Pittsburgh; Jane Chiles, former director of the 
Kentucky State Catholic Conference; Alice Bourke Hayes, president of the University of San 
Diego; Pamela D. Hayes, attorney in private practice with a concentration on criminal defense 
litigation and federal civil rights litigation, New York City; Paul R. McHugh, M.D., chairman, 
Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, Johns Hopkins University School of 
Medicine, Baltimore, 1975 to 2001; Leon E. Panetta, director, Leon & Sylvia Panetta Institute for 
Public .Policy, Monterey Bay, California; and Ray H. Siegfried, II, chairman of board, the 
NORD.AM Group, Tulsa. 
July 30, 2002. 
NRB holds first meeting; requests a "snapshot survey" of preliminary response by dioceses to 
Charter. 
August 23, 2002. 
Final NRB member appointed: Justice Petra J. Maes of the New Mexico Supreme Court. 
September 5, 2002. 
Membership ofrestructured AHCSA announced; as required by the Charter, the Committee now 
has a bishop member from each of the 14 regions into which the dioceses are divided by the 
USCCB. 
September 19, 2002. 
Results of "snapshot survey" requested by NRB announced; with almost all dioceses reporting, 
the vast majority show efforts to fulfill Charter requirements. 
October 18, 2002. 
Holy See and USCCB announce appointment of a "mixed commission" made up of 
representatives of the relevant offices of the Holy See and members of the USCCB, appointed by 
the Conference president, to "reflect on and revise" the canonical "essential norms." 
October 23, 2002. 
Membership of"mixed commission" announced; representing the Holy See: Cardinal Dario 
Castrillon Hoyos, prefect of the Congregation for Clergy, Archbishop Julian Herranz, president of 
the Pontifical Council for Legislative Texts, Archbishop Tarcisio Bertone, secretary of the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, and Archbishop Francesco Monterisi, secretary for the 
Congregation for Bishops. 
Representing the USCCB: Cardinal Francis George, OMI, Archbishop of Chicago, Archbishop 
William Levada of San Francisco; Bishop Thomas Doran of Rockford; and Bishop William Lori 
of Bridgeport. 
October 28-29, 2002. 
Mixed Commission meets and completes its work. 
November 7, 2002. 
Kathleen McChesney, a senior FBI official, is appointed first executive director of the Office of 
Child and Youth Protection (OCYP) required by the Charter. The appointment is effective 
December 1, 2002. 

Sister Andre Fries, a member of the Sisters of the Most .Precious Blood of O'Fallon, 
Missouri, is named deputy to the general secretary of the USCCB to deal with the response to the 
sexual abuse crisis. 
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At its General Meeting, November 11-14, the USCCB adopts the revised Essential Norms for 
Diocesan!Eparchial Policies Dealing with Allegations of Sexual Abuse of Minors by Priests or 
Deacons by a vote of 246 to 7; parallel revisions to the Charter are also adopted. A "Statement 
of Episcopal Commitment" is adopted as well, focusing on the "accountability which flows from 
[the bishops'] episcopal communion and fraternal solidarity, a moral responsibility we have with 
and for each other." 
December 8, 2002. 
Revised Essential Norms receive recognitio (approval) from the Holy See=s Congregation for 
Bishops. 
December 12, 2002. 
Bishop Gregory promulgates revised Essential Norms with an effective date of March 1, 2003. 
February, 2003. 
"Safe environment" guidelines sent to bishops; Charter requires dioceses to have "safe 
environment"-type programs 
Weeks of February 17 & 24, 2003. 
Training of210 canonists in the norms of the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) in 
handling cases of sexual abuse of minors by clerics and in the USCCB=s Essential Norms. 
Participating in the workshop is Monsignor Charles Scicluna, the Promoter of Justice of the 
CDF. 
Mar ch 1, 2003. 
Essential Norms come into effect. 
March, 2003. 
Sheila Horan, formerly of the FBL is appointed Deputy Executive Director of the OCYP. 
March, 2003. 
The Gavin Group, lnc., of Boston, Massachusetts, is selected to do a compliance audit of 
diocesan implementation of the Charter in accord with Article 8 of the Charter which requires 
the OCYP to produce an annual public report on the progress made in implementing the standards 
in the Charter. 
March, 2003. 
The John Jay College of Criminal Justice of the City University of New York is selected in 
accord with Article 9 of the Charter which says that the NRB will "commission a descriptive 
study, with the full cooperation of our dioceses/eparchies (dioceses of the Eastern Catholic 
Churches), of the nature and scope of the problem" of sexual abuse of minors by clergy within the 
Catholic Church in the United States. 
April-June, 2003. 
The AHCSA conducts workshops on implementing the Charter and the Essential Norms and 
preparing for the compliance audit process for bishops/eparchs in all 14 regions around the 
country into which the USCCB membership is divided. 
Week of May 19, 2003. 
Training for the compliance audit to assess whether dioceses are fulfilling the standards of the 
Charter takes place. The Gavin Group trains over 50 auditors, mostly former law enforcement 
agents. 
May, 2003. 
Research begins for the study on the "nature and scope" study conducted by John Jay College. 
June 16, 2003. 
Former Oklahoma Governor Keating resigns from the NRB; Justice Burke, vice chairperson, 
assumes the leadership of the NRB and is later named Interim Chair. 
June 21, 2003. 
St. Paul and Minneapolis Archbishop Harry J. Flynn, Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on 
Sexual Abuse (AHCSA), reports to the Bishops at the USCCB Spring General Meeting in St. 
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Louis on the Conference=s efforts to resolve the sexual abuse crisis since their meeting the 
previous year in Dallas. 
June, 2003. 
Compliance audit of all dioceses and eparchies called for in the Charter begins, conducted by the 
Gavin Group. 
July 29, 2003. 
The NRB holds a news conference in Chicago to present a report "to make an accounting of [its] 
stewardship" based on its year of activity. 
August 5-7, 2003. 
Comprehensive training conference for diocesan Victim Assistance coordinators held at 
Mundelein seminary outside Chicago. 
August 11-12, 2003. 
Additional canon law seminar presented by Monsignor Scicluna of the CDF (please see "Weeks 
of February 17 & 24, 2003" above.) 
September/October, 2003. 
USCCB releases on its Web site and makes available to dioceses in DVD and cassette form a 
video featuring Bishop Gregory reflecting on the crisis and reviewing the implementation of the 
actions taken in Dallas in June, 2002. Another video is also released in which Bishop Gregory 
explains the major elements of the Charter. Additional material is made available to assist 
dioceses in building "Charter Awareness." 
November, 2003. 
The AHCSA is re-authorized for a three-year period. Audits of 191 dioceses and eparchies are 
concluded. 
January 6, 2004. 
Report on the Implementation of the 'Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People' 
released on January 6, 2004. It finds all dioceses and eparchies "to be compliant with some or all 
articles" of the Charter, with about 90 percent fully compliant. 
February 27, 2004. 
Two further reports are released: A Report on the Crisis in the Catholic Church in the United 
States, prepared by the National Review Board for the Protection of Children & Young People 
and The Nature and Scope of the Problem of Sexual Abuse of Minors by Catholic Priests and 
Deacons in the United States, a Research Study Conducted by the John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice. The latt er study finds that, for the period of the study, 1950 through 2002, 4,392 priests 
were accused of sexual abuse and over 10,667 individuals made allegations of sexual abuse by 
clergy. The estimate of the total costs to the Church for payment to victims, for treatment and of 
priests, and legal expenses exceeded $500,000,000. The study also finds that more abuse occw-red 
in the 1970s than any other decade, peaking in 1980 and that approximately one-third of all cases 
were reported in 2002-2003, and two-thirds have been reported since 1993. Prior to 1993, only 
one-third of cases were reported to the church officials. 
March 23-24. 
The USCCB Administrative Committee refers decision for 2004 audit to the full body of bishops. 
May 17, 2004. 
The AH CSA and the National Review Board hold their first joint meeting to develop 
recommendations about a 2004 audit process for action by the full body of Bishops at their June 
meeting in Denver. Also discussed are other issues related to implementation of the Charter, 
including the Request for Proposal for the study of the causes and contexts of the sexual abuse 
crisis and the process for the appointment of future members of the National Review Board. 
June, 2004. 
At their general meeting in Denver, the bishops authorize an on-site audit of all dioceses during 
2004 as the basis for the OCYP's second armual report. The bishops also approve developing the 
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RFP seeking a research organization to conduct the comprehensive study of the causes and 
context of the current sexual abuse crisis, as called for in Article 9 of the Charter. 
July 6, 2004. 
The Archdiocese of Portland fi les for Chapter 11 bankruptcy to resolve multimillion-dollar claims 
against it by alleged victims of childhood molestation by priests, becoming the first Catholic 
diocese within recent memory to do so. Tucson and Spokane also fi1e in September and 
November, respectively. 
September 9, 2004. 
The AHCSA and the National Review Board discuss the timeline for the Charter review, 
nominations to the NRB, and the recommendations from the first Charter implementation report 
at their second joint meeting. 
September 14-15, 2004. 
The Administrative Committee designates the June, 2005 general meeting for the completion of 
the review of the Charter which is mandated by the Charter. 
October 8, 2004. 
Archbishop Flynn sends the bishops materials for the Charter review process, including a draft 
of a revised Charter, asking for consultations at regional and/or provincial meetings of bishops 
and within dioceses, including priests' council, the diocesan pastoral council, the diocesan 
review board, child protection personnel, and educators. He also indicated that AHCSA would 
consult with the National Review Board, as specified in the Charter, and with the Conference of 
Major Superiors of Men, the National Advisory Council, and victims. 
October 15, 2004. 
Bishop Gregory announces the appointment of a chairman and 5 new members for the National 
Review Board for the Protection of Children and Young People (NRB). Nicholas P. Cafardi, dean 
of the Duquesne University Law School, Pittsburgh, and serving board member, is named 
chairman through the conclusion of his term in June, 2005. The new members, appointed for 
three-year terms concluding October 31, 2007, are: Dr. Patricia O'Donnell Ewers, educational 
consultant and president emeritus of Pace University; Dr. Angelo P. Giardino, vice-president for 
clinical affairs of St. Christopher's Hospital for Children, Philadelphia; Mr. Ralph I. Lancaster, 
Esq. of the firm of Pierce Atwood, Portland, Maine; Judge Michael R. Merz, United States 
Magistrate Judge; Mr. Joseph Russoniello, Esq., senior counsel and resident in the San Francisco 
office of Cooley Godward, LLP. These appointments fill the positions opened up by the departure 
of several Board members: former Oklahoma Governor Keating, first NRB chairman; Justice 
Burke, interim chair of the NRB; Mr. Bennett; Mr. Burleigh; and Mr. Panetta. 
October 29, 2004. 
The NRB announces the release of a Request for Grant Proposals (RFP) for a comprehensive 
study on the causes of sexual abuse of minors by Catholic priests and deacons in the United 
States and the social context in which it occurred. 
November 15-18, 2004. 
At their general meeting in Washington, D.C., the bishops elect Bishop William S. Skylstad of 
Spokane president and Cardinal Francis E. George of Chicago vice-president of the USCCB. The 
bishops approve a plan for a 2005 audit to involve some full on-site audit visits, some focused 
visits, and some self-reporting. The bishops also approve a plan to for each diocese to report 
ammally the number of new allegations, priests accused, victims, disposition of allegations and 
costs. This information is to be released as a national aggregate as with the John Jay study. 
November 15, 2004. 
Dr. Kathleen McChesney announces her plans to leave the OCYP at the end of February, 2005, 
two months beyond her two-year contract and after the completion of the second Report on the 
Implementation of the 'Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. ' 
December, 2004. 
Sheila Horan leaves the position of Deputy Executive Director of the OCYP. 

NO. 301 

ff0032·S· 



( 

MISC. RECORDS RECEIVED FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET ON 7-25-12 NO. 302 

Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 
Released April 2014 

January 3, 2005. 

MISC. RECORDS OF BISHOP IMESCH -
Chronolltfl O 3 2 6 

Page llolH' 

Sheila Kelly, former executive director of Human Resources for the Archdiocese of Baltimore, 
becomes the Deputy Executive Director of the OCYP. 
February 15, 2005 
Charter revisions discussed at a joint meeting of the AH CSA and the National Review Board. 
February 18, 2005 
The second Report on the Implementation of the 'Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People' is released. 
###-
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..., Joseph imesch eniers the JOiiet offices Gf court ~ Qeotge Rydman & Associates for Thursday's ilepositiQn.. It was be
lieYedio be the first time since 1998 that he gave swomtesthno111 about how be respOnded to ~ of ]Hiests ~ 31 inap
propriate condUct with minors. 

• Diocese sued: 
Deposition likefY 
involves Bishop lmesch's 
handling of abuse ca~s 

By Ted Slowik 
STAFFWEUTER -.__ 

JOLJET.-.:-.Bishop Joseph Imesch of 
the Roman CathoHc Diocese of Joliet 

do~ged raindrops Thursday as he 
headed :into a legal office to testify under 
oath for a sexual abuse lawsuit against 
the diocese and a former priest 

"Isn't this great?" lmesch said of the"' 
weather. 

Thursday's deposition is believed to 
be the fifth time during Imesch's 26 

.,years as bishop and the first .time since 
1998 that he has giVen sworn testimony 
about how he responded to reports of 
priests engaged ·m inapprnpriate 

conductwith tnfuors. . 
Court orders.)>rotect the content of 

lmesch's previous depositions, though 
transcripts or poftions of some testhiiony 
have been leaked in the~ If histocy is 
any indication, o~e atl:Orney said, bnesch 
on Thursday lik~ly testified that he didQ.'t: 
remember incidents or he. didn't answer 
questions at all ., _ 

"Tlie diocese's tactic is that 
the bishop's attorney would object ·and 

~* Turn to IME$Cff, A6 
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struct him oot to answer 
. epeatedly," said Joe KJest, an 
attorney who deposed llnesch io a 
lawsuit against the diocese and 
former priest Myles Whilt:. White 
was arrested in 1992 and later 
pleaded guilty to molesting boys 
in Illinois and Indiana 

Longtime diocesan attorney 
James Byrne accompanied 
lmesch into the offices of court 
reporter George Rydman & 
Associates al 15 W. Jefferson St. 
On Monday, Byrne succeeded in 
convincing DuPage County Judge 
Steplten Cu lliton to grant a 
protecti,ve order regarding a Glen 
Ellyn man's suit against ·the 
diocese and former priest Ed 
Stefanich. 

"When a judge grauts a 
protective order , it shrouds 
everything in a cloud of secrecy," 
Rlest said. 

Thursday' s testimon y was 
expected to last about two hours 
in the morning and continue for 
about three hours in the 
<>fterno on. A video camera 

•t.ured the bishop's testimony, 
_.ough it will be up to Culliton to 
decide if the tape or transcripts 
from the deposition wil1 bP. made 
public. 

Previous cases 
Aside from the White case, 

Imesch is believed to have been 
deposed in the 1990s in lhree 
other cases. • 

-

se involved 
ho s ued the iocese 

r priest Larry Gibbs. 
Documents unsealed by a Will 
County judge in 2002 show that 
Imesch had r eceived several 
reports from Lombard families 
concerned about Gibbs' conduct 
w ith boys before the bishop 
transferred Gibbs to churches in 
Lockport, Rockdale and Plainfield. 
• ill 1997, a man sued the dioce..c;e 
and the Rev. Fre d Lenczyckj, 
alleging the priest molested altar 
boys al a Hinsdale ch11Tcb in 1984. 
Imesch then transferred 

and the statute of limitations was 
suspended because the priest was 
out ol state. Lenczycld last year 
pleaded guilty to molesting lbe 
Hinsdale boys and was sentenced 
to five years in prison. 
• Another st.i.it showed Imescb 
accepted another priest, the Rev. 
Gary Berthiaume, into the Joliet 
Diocese after Berthiaume served 
prison time f-Or molesting a boy in 
tbe Archdiocese of Detroit and 
had left the Cleveland Diocese 
amid additional accusations. 

lmesch is believed to have 
testified in those cases, though 
the prote~tive orders make it 
difficult to establish wifh cerbio.t.y. 
Through a spokesman, r me~cb 
and Byrne ha'te said they don't 
know how many times the bishop 
bas given testimony regarding 
sexual abuse incidents. 

aHe's been_ cooperative with 
authorJtles on this and all 
matters, n diocesan spokesman 

Bunions 

Thursday's deposition 
Attorneys Marc Pearlman of 

Chicago and Jeff Anderson of 
Minueapolis questioned Imesch 
during Thursday's deposition . 
Anderson has represented 
hundreds of clergy abuse victims 
in cases against dioceses across 
the COWltry. 

The Glen Ellyn man's complaint 
is the only one of about a dozen 
lawsuits filed against tbe diocese in 
recent years to advance to the 
discovery phase and result in a 
deposition The man claims be 
blocked out memories of St:efanich's 
alleged abuse at Christ the King 
Church in Lombard in 1969 and 
1970 until he abruptly recalled the 
incidents In 2001. Repressed 
memory claims are exempt.from. the 
statute of limitations. 

Reporter Ted Slowik can be 
reached at (815) 729-6053 
or tslowik@sc11.l.co11z. 

BumolU oflen OCC11r lb ~111.;o or blllllp> un the s:dc of die 
foot a1 I.he big !De joint They are U>-ually p.1inful 'nd can make ~ 
fitting difficnlt The pain expeticn<:ed widt bunions can come from 
pressure on the billlion nself or from the bunion causing secondary 
probfan.o; lhal 1lrepainful. An ~le of dlJs is a buruoo th3l ndcs 
on ~of or below the lldjac.:nt Jee:Ond toe. This ~ ptinf ul pm;.
sure on rre o;eoond toe in lldditioo lO the pain from the bmliOIL 

Bunions form on the inside of the big toe joint because of the "drift
ing" of lbc big roe mwards-the smaller IOCS. Bwrions form from 
abnocmal fortes lhat occur through cbc fool during walking. Also, 
lhcR: apgc:an; to be abcrediwy component. Left unireated, llumons 
tend to get wo(Se in r:egnrd to, how deformed tile big toe joinl gcll! and 
nlso in regard ro lhe amount of pain present Over time, arthrias can 
foan in the big roe joint from the bllllion. r:esoltine m decreao;ed range 
of motion and increased pain in the toe joint. 

Treatment usually involves removing presswe from U1e buwon and 
coi:recti.ng tho:"dcformicy, wbkh has caused the pain. Anytlung lhal 
does not~ the underlying. problem thllt cau3Cd the bunion to 
form in the fim place win only provide rempor111')' relief ar ~t Not 
all bunions are mated equaland it is n~$31J' to evaluate each 
bunion for the corra.1ivc proc:ednre lhal best sults iL If you or anyone 
you kno'iV sufl.'eG from Ibis or any toot or ankle problem, please con
lact your f00t and ankle $pCclafut JU lbe Poot Health Center. 

Foot Health Center 
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815-730-8200 
1100 Essi ngton Rd. • Joliet 
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From page Al ~;:~~.· ~ t _~i;i~~fu(i Bishop lmesch to;~top his effo.rt~o the circumstances that abused him about 35 years ago at 

held (the ptess confereJic¢) in 
Chicago js because they 1K.n0w·.the· 
medi~ wouldn't show up in Joliet" 

se.al court records, SNAP says m its Christ the King parish in Lombard 
letter to George. determine identities." The man ·says he blocked out 

DwYer . ~ays. :i:~he group is · memories of-the · ab us.es up.tl\ 
~isi~tetpretirtg~' the . V ~ti can . ~t '· Jolin· Cullen reeently, an~fDUPag~ Co1.lnty Jud~e 
directive because Stefanich s c~se Joliet Diocese spokesman Stephen Culliton is allowing the 
was resolved years ago. Stefamch case to move forward to the 
was·conyicted of.~ally abusing a ......................................................................... discovery ppase be~us~ repressed 
1Ysi2.dndge gip';l ~Jl ,19~7(· and '.v).ctinund others blacked out, 'but memory~laims are exemptfvotn' 
removed from the ppesthood some that would be insufficient, said the statute of llinitations. ' 
timAe latekr. ~ Im sch th diocesan spokesman John Cullen. Jmesch is scheduled to give a 

_ spo esman ior e says e ''It' . th .t' th d . . • h /1 •1 

IV C: 

0 "' ~ -< 
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~ 

SNAP said the diocese's request 
for a protective order violates the 
''MW eta of tr~.ns~a~e~cy a,nq 
openn,ess''· prouiisecl 1jy the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops' 
Charter for th~ Protection of 
Childre~ and Young People. 

''JU st ·'a'st year :v atican pfficials· 
issued a directive calling on 
archbishops to monitor their 
regiops for mishandling of 1,1buse 
cases. We ask th~t yQu J:(!,SJ;>ond 

c9urt order is peeded to protect the . .s not JUSt , e names, i s . e epo~1t1on · t.Or .~ e ~a~e ~ug. l , 
privacy .. of p~ople, ip.vol\ted in the c1rc~J?S~~n·ce.s th~t determine .marking .the ·µr~t t~me ~inc~.t~e 
case;Attotneysforamanreportedly identities, Cullen said. "There are 1990s that the bishop w1U testify 
abused by Stefanich have offered to letters, seminary evaluations and under oath about how he responded 
release the former cleric's memos written by people who had to reports of priests engaging in · 
p~~Oll!l~l' file, .yvi~the. nwn~*qf the ,, ,an exp~ctati0n of p~vacy." . • . lnapproprla~t~ondu,~.,V!i~ ~o~,:: 

l-
·~ 

--0 
0 
w 
w 
~ 

s: 
(ii 
(') 

::0 m 
(') 
0 
::0 c en 
::0 m 
(') 

s:rr! -< enm oc 
::0 "'T1 
m::O 
oO 
o~ 
::0 .... c :I: 
enm 
QC 

"'"o 
DJ(') -m en en 
:i:m 

~o 
- "'T1 s: (... mo enr o-
::I: ~ 

0 
z 
-... 
I 

I\,) 
(11 

I 
~ 

I\,) 

z 
0 . 
w 
0 -... 



( 

MISC. RECOR~S RECEIVED FROM THE DIOCESE Of JOLIET ON 7-25-12 
- . _MlSC. RECORDS OF BISHOA IMESCH 

Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 

.. • :.& ...: .... • ~ .... 

Released April 2014 

LETTERS TO TH~ EDITOR 

Church cover~up - pro-life Rep~bliC'ans conserve 
A pedophile,. one who p~eys p'ublie education investment? 

on children, is a "Sick person. Perhaj>s they prefer ignorance. 
Such an act demands immedi- Patriotic liberals want Social 
ate, action . . Any: individual Security investment in o:Ur en
should never be in the position . tire· nation's future, not j~st in 
to harm a young thild. ' those lucky enough to find and 

But the worst crime, in my keep good jobs. Why won't life
opinion, is if someO'ne knows affirming Republicans conserve 
about such a person and d0es inve_stment in the low-waged 
~othi~ about it. That person is workeIS who support them? 
Just as guilty as the pedoj>hile. Perhapstheyprefer poverty. 
And that is the real reason why Conscientious liberals want 
Bishop Jmesch wants to keep to ·put responsibility back in 
the reeords sealed. That is what· gun ownership to safeguard 
SNAP (Fhe Su..Vivors ~etwbrk huntets and hollleowuers from 
of Those Abused by Prie$ts) armed idiots and the corpora
wants ·to avoid. tions that want to sell arsenals 
W~need and should havefu11 of Kevlar-tipped cop-killer bul

,dJsc!osure of ~11 church , _Ietsand auto~atic stree,t-s~eep
records. And as C-atholics·we er shotguns. W'hy wont life-af
shonlcl demand the courts .fi.rrirlng Republicans protect us 
make these recprds pablic.. from armed gangs? Perbaps 
Tues~ abuses t-Ovk place·with they want us vulnerable. 
the church's hier3.Fchy nnrttng Principled liberals want .free
out an!f basically doing nothing. dom_ of religion:iW'e underSta.nd 
Their .answer was to simply the danger of tax-supported 
move.the priest out of one churches. Our theological an
parish and pu~ hilp.in another. ces~o~s include pilgrims fleeing 

So their course of action was rehg10us persecution-.and a 
to sweep it under a rug - have Thoreau jailed for refusjng to 
a church-appointed doctor ten- pay his church tax. Why do 
der hjs or her og.inion .in favor wealthy Republ~cans want my 
of th~churc}J.. Xl)epriests are tax money to conserve their 
put back into society. Itthe ~ealthy religio-u~ organiza
record.s are not permittedto be· hons? Can they not support-
opened ~at wjll set a precedent their-own clerics? Perhaps they 

" . for more recqrds to remain want our money. • 
' closed.- _;, .- So_ there they go again, eon-

.As.for our leaders, the cardi- serv~tives with million-dollar 
nals and bishops, they·shou1d falsehoods destroying Ameri-
bave to face the victims in a can values. . .. 
court of law. Not just give a de- Jaiqe$ R. Seaney 
position in a closen room. '.fli~Y PlainfifJld 
should be forced to look at the • ' . 
victim:s' faces, and see what Solvmg schoots' needs ..,. 
years o.tcover-up.has done. The We need some creativity to 
victims ate at least entitled to solve the needs of In{lian 
.that. ·. · ' · ' ' Praitie District 
Mike Schauer · They need 80 acres of land 
Joliet for sehools. We need to lind an 
Destroying American values owner between 60 and 90years of age who will receive full pay~~ 

M.- F1"'1r'" c:.~rc:tsticThursday ment for the land from the 
. . " ~' 
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M~~C~ RECORDS RECfl\LEO_F_.fiOM..JJ:iE_QJOCES.E.OF JOLIET ON 7-25-12 NO. 
/'·~ - i. c ._, Ml~eH~<t~Pu~e~-BJSHQf?t~~edi?cJ:~as ,~-1 £ The diocese is using hardball su~ded for two years m.k.~epmg · ~ . legal ~tics to stonewall and de1ay this case under ~raps -·· The 
· fro1lzP'!_geA1 r ~. . responding ~o the co~plaint, saf9 a!ID~sphere).n tbis'diocese:js ~t.' 

~· Barbara Blame~ president of the victims are-not welcome. Victims -
Survivors N et\vork of Those are still treated as though they are 
Abused by Priests, who attended th~enemy." . 

310 

light on how Joliet Bishop J-0seph 
Imescb responded to reports of 
Ste~clr's inappro]:lriate conduct 
mthminots.. . 

Monday's hearii:Jg. ->'-

"The act of bjing to seal the 
records',sends a.chilling mes5ilge to 
other victims to stay back," Blame 

. -
Staff wri'fer Ted Slowik can be 
reached at"(815) 729-6053 or 

(#00334 
s11tanicb pleaded=gtiilty in 1987 

to the criminal sexual abuse of a 
w oodridge girl begiru;ling when 
she ~. was 14 years old and · a 
parishioner at st.-Scholastica 
Church. The girl later said that the 
relationship was discovered and 
reported to Imesch more. than a 
year before the bishop removed 
Stefanich from ministry. 

A Glen E1lyri. man in his late 40s 
filed a civil laWsuit in 2003, claiming 
Stefanich molested him when he 
~ 12 yeari old at Quist the King 
Church in Lombard. The man says 
be blocked out recollections of the 
alleged abuse until he suddenly 
recalled them in 2001~ 

Because repressed·m·emory · 
claims are exempt from the statute 

· of limitations,.this is the only suit 
against the diocese in rece,nt years 
to ad.Vance to.the discovery phase. 

Culliton will decide whether he 
will make public the deposition of 
lm~, who-:js schedltled to testify 
under oath -0n Thursday as part of 
the ca5e. Typically, it takes about 30 

·days for attorneys to receive 
transcripts of depositions, and the 

·•judge pr~blywo'ttld require an 
indeterminate amount of time to 
review the transcript before 

"deciding wlietlu~r to place it in the 
· 1 public file. 

The documents are expected to 
-f show thattfie diocese attempted to 
cover up abuse allegations to '!Vold 

f scandal, said Michael Brooks, an 
I attouieytorthe Glerr Ellyn mail. 
, "W,e beJie\Te its part , of a 
. pattern of behavior that took 
p lace in the 1970a and 1980s," 

iBrooks told reporters-outside the . ' 

fslowik®Scnl.com. 

Thinking of buying or selling? 
CALL BRY~ TODAY! 

' . ~ . 

Pell Grant Recipie~ts Welcome 
· The right books for the right JJC classes f~r less-

· First \Veek ofJJC Classes/Rush \\'eek Hours 
~Inn - T!:...:: ... 7 1·1 I \~f to 7 1.1 ~) ?} 1 

r:: :'.O<J ,\\! t0 ~.l'tl P\! • S.ic. '! ')11 .\\I ·n :' <)ll P.\l 

~TEXTBOOKS 
1106 ~oubolt ROad • Joliet 

Al:soss from the mainj}C cntr2ntt. 

·Professiona l ~s Cho ice 
ha ir <i\esig n_qqiiemy 

Be1CJ1ne o H.oirJ)e~illltd heco!lle pan o! an 
exciting promsio1 otl futur"9! ' 
• Se1 faslaie1lfren4s- ' · · 
_ itake Jreef-OIGffey ib·a resp~ded field 

;;::t:;~:.B'l~·~'Gain Httlee!nden£e 011d a 5!fid·!uture. 
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Diocese: 
Don't show : . ~ 

abuse files .::--· 
-

• Fonner priest: Ed Stefanich , 
is convicted sex offender 

By Ted Slowik 
STAFF WRITER 

WHEATON -The Roman Catholic Dio~ 
of Joliet is once again ·asJOttg a court to bar the 
release of documents ffiat could shed light on 

1 • how church officials re5ponaed to allegations of 
clergy sexual abuse. · 

The diocese is asking a DuPage County ~ 
judge to issue a protective order that would ~ ' 

- shield the personnel file of former priest and 
convicted sex offender Ed Stefanich from 
public view.Judge Step}ien Culliton is expected 
to rule on the request~; 8. 

The diocese is arguing that:failure to obtain a 
prot~ctive order would wssuade other victims 
of clergy sexual abu$e from coming forwatd, 
and that the privacy of others would be violated. 

"The absence of a protective order could 
have (a) chilling effe,ct and discourage 
parishioners from log-ging complaints or 
writing to the bishop regarding a variety of 
sensitive issues," dio~mey James Byrne · 
wrote in a motion. 

Attorneys for a m<µi reportedly abused by 
+ Turn to ABUSE, A6 

(10033!5 
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! " a. Slefanfoh was. arrested in 1987 memory claims. however, are 
~11 page Al andlarer pleaded guilif t.o 6imina1 exemp.t from the statute of 

sexual abuse of a Woodridge girl litnitatirins. 

l Stefankh::want the Judg~ to deny beginning When She was 14. Joliet OUlliton ruled in March tliat 
BisnopJoseph Imesch later asked Doe'ssWtagainstttlediocesecould 

the protective order· They say the Vatiean tel remove Stefanich proceed to the disco~ phase, and 
th~y've proposed releasing the from the priesthood a higher court recently ~sed the 
priest's file witb the names of 
repo~Victim.s and others blacked The girl.f c;Jter diocese~srequestfor an appeal 

l ottt, but the diocese rejected tbat recounted her ~nee in a ~ The bishop is sc4eduled ta give 
1 ffu person acco.u.nt published in attorneysadepeadionrelatedtothe I 0 aone of the reml>le injustices that Redbook~e .in 1992. c~ case At:Ig. 11, ~rools said. It wQU]d 

J 
(tlie) plaintiffwishestoremedyin. wrote how in Februaey 1986 marktbefi:rSttimesincethescandal 
this.matter is the diocese's decade~ another student at St Scliolastica peaked in 2002 that ImeStjl would 
long suppression of knowledge it S.cllool saw ber and Stefani& testify under oath about his 
has regarding the abuse of children kissing inhls car and reported it to a recollection of events related to bow 

y - some of its priests or deacon, James Monaba'n., wllo tie responded to complaints about 
mployees," attorneys Marc immediately notified lli. ocese. priests engaged in inappropriate 

Pearlman and Michael Brooks of ~year later~ after turned !Jehaviorwith. minors. 
hieago and Jeff An derso o of 16_, Sl:efanich asked her parents for The diocese is asking that the 

eaP91iS wrote in a motion. permission to marry her. The protective order include tbe 
"To suggest that the diocese,.s mother discovere-0' her daughter's testimony expected robe given by 

~motion is aimed at protecting joumals and told the deacon, tm Iroesch and others. 
victims is dis.ingenuous at the 'Very wrote. In 2002, a Will County judge 
least In fact, thediocese's motion is "As soon as my mother handed ruled fhat the-_pers9nnel file of 
really noth.iug more than, a Monahan my diaries, be realized formerpriest~Gibbssbould be 
continuation of its practice of that though a year bad Passed. the made availatile to the public, but 

~ suppression aimed at protecting church had done nothing about honored the diocese's request that 
~ itself from the scandal it bas Father Ed. Monaban called tl:ie documents regarding other priests 

created. .. theywr-0te. Woodridge police, ._wrote. remain shielded by a protective 
A GlenEllynman in his 40s iiled John Doe says in bis sl.tit that he order. Prosecuto&s have said that 

the suit in late 2003_ The man is repressed memories of .b:fs abuse during an investigation in 2002-they 
identified as John Doe in the 1awsUit years earlier b¥ Stefanich until he rev:iewed more than 10,000 pages of 
and h3$ told The Herald News he suddenly reCalled them and sought diocesan documents about clergy 
does not want bis name released in counseling .in late 2001, a iew abuse allegations. 

' ordertoptotecttheprivacyofb.is months before the worldwide 
fuur children. church sexual abuse scandal broke. Repo.'rter Ted Slowik can be 

He alleges tbatStefunichsex:ually Most legal ·Claims against the reached rrt (815) 729-6053 or I ·mo1estedhimin the late 1960s and Joliet Diocese have been dismissed _:=~~~~k~~~c~~ _ 
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Teen's abuser gets 180 days in jail 1 

By Hal Dardick 
Tribune staff reporte· 

:\young womw1 who was sex· 
uaily abused by l fonne :- Plain· 
field Ceno-c.1! High Schuol teach· 
er !ound herself the target ofncl· 
icule after her peers learned 
what happened. the girl testi· 
fied ~1onday. 
~ow a Ul·Y1.;'.l.r-old college 

svµhomore, sht: said her peers 
chanted the las· name of her 
abuser wht::n :>ht· wem to a fosti· 
val. And she became the carget 
of prank calls. 

· 1 quil talking co all my 
f:rtends . b~t on.: person... she 
said. Her younger brother and 

I sister, who a tlend Plainfield 
North High School also have 
been the subjects of ridicule, she 
said. 

The woman, who was 17 in 
February 2004 when rhe abuse 
occurred, gave a victim impact 

, statemt:nl at tnc sentencing 

hearing of Jason Goldie, 32, of 
the 2400 block of Oak Tree Lane, 
Joliet. 

Adhering to the terms of a 
plea deal, Will County Circuit 
Judge Richard Schoenstedt sen· 
tenced Goldie to 48 months' pro
bation, the first 180 days of 
which must be served in jail. 

Goldie, who faced a maximum 
of 7 years in prison after plead
ing guilty in August to aggravat· 
od criminal sexual abuse. must 
register as a sex offender for the 
rest of his life, Schoenstedt said. 

W'hile under probation, he 
must take part in sex offender 
group treatment, continue 
treatment for mood disorders, 
undergo a substance-abuse 
evaluation, refrain from using 
the Internet and have no unsu· 
pervised access to adolescent 
girls. 

Those conditions were recom· 
mended after a court -ordered 
psychological evaluation, 

Schoenstedt said. It also recom
mended that Goldie undergo vo
cational training, which the 
judge ordered, excluding fields 
where he would be "in a posi· 
ti on of trust over others." 

The report, defense attorney 
Gerald Kielian said, indicated 
Goldie "presents a low risk to of· 
fend again. '' 

Schoenstedt ordered Goldie 
not to contact the victim or her 
family during probation and or
dered him to submit a DNA sam
ple to the state. 

Goldie was fired from his post 
as a precalculus teacher at 
Plainfield Central. The crime, 
which occurred in his home, 
came to the attention of the 
teen's mother after she read her 
daughter's diary, Assistant 
State's Atty. Greg DeBord said. 

"He made me believe that he 
cared about me," the victim tes· 
tified. 

hdardick@tribune.com 

'\ 
\ 
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2 teens' abuser tells regrets 
Ex-NaperYille man 
admits ·disastrous 
moral breakdown' 
By Hal Oardick 
Tribune staff reporwr 

A former Ch 1ca<SO Pu bl 1c 
Schools teacher a~1<l Napervil le 
church youth leadrr said !\loll
day at a Will County Ctrcuit 
Court hearini:: that he dt~cpl) n: 
gretted sexuaU y abusing l\\ O 
teenage boys 

"Only m the lase fow years 
have my actions bceL unaccept 
able _ . as my det'ic11.rnciE:s cou Id 
be contained no longer." said 
Lloyd Jones, ·14, form~rly of N<t-

perville. 
"I suffered this disastrous 

moral breakdown," said Jones, 
who pleaded guilty in May to 
two counts of aggravated crimi
nal sexual abuse. He faces up to 
7 years in prison_ 

Jones abused two boys he met 
at Calvary Church in Naper
ville, where he served as a youth 
leader. 

A 15-year-old boy was abused 
in 2000 at Jones' apartment, and 
a 17-year-old boy last year, As
sistant State's Atty. Sarah Jones 
said. 

Three additional charges in
volving the younger boy are 
pending in DuPage County, she 
said. 

Noting that Jones immediate
ly confessed to police when 

questioned, defense attorney 
Stephen Naratil asked Circuit 
Judge Carla Alessio-Goode to 
sentence Jones to probation. 

"He's extremely, extremely 
remorseful and sorrowful" for 
the crimes, Naratil said, noting 
Jones has been in therapy. 
"Lloyd Jones won't put anybody, 
especially himself, in this kind 
of situation again." 

But prosecutor Jones argued 
Lloyd Jones deserved to go to 
prison because of the nature of 
the crime. 

"They trusted him because he 
was their youth minister," she 
said. ''He took away their trust. 
.. _ He took advantage of those 
young men to satisfy his own 
sexual urges_" 

Alessio-Goode said she would 

' \. 
\ 

announce the sentence Nov. u 
It was noted in the heart: 

that Jones was questioned 
DuPage County authoriti 
about alleged abuse in r 
mid-1990s while he was worku 
as a substitute teacher at Wa 
bonsie Valley High Schol 
which serves Naperville ai 
Aurora. He denied those alleg 
tions 

He also was a subsmu 
teacher in Palos Hills and Oe: 
Lawn before landing a job ceac 
ing drafting at Kennedy Hi~ 
School in Chicago, where l 
taught for 13 years before r 
signing last year, Jones said. 1-
is no longer a youth leader , 
Calvary, she said. 

hdardick@tribune.com 
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Ex-teacher sentenced 
• Jail time, probation: 
Forrnerteachervvas 
involved with student 

By Stewart Warren 
STAFF WRITER 

JOLIET-A former Plain
field High School math teacher 
will serve 180 days in the Will 

, County Jail for having sex with 
a student. 

As part of his punishment, 
Jason Goldie, 32, of Joliet also 
will spend four years on proba
tion and must register as a sex 
offender for the rest of his life. 
He never can teach again. 

While on probation, Goldie 
is forbidden from using the In
ternet. He also must have a sub
stance abuse evaluation and 
cannot have any unsupervised 
contact with adolescent fe
males. 

Judge Richard Schoenstedt 
told Goldie that he also could 
not contact the victim or her 
family in any way. 

"You must obey and comply 
with every term of the proba
tion order," Schoenstedt said, 
sounding stern. If Goldie vio
lates the order, he could face 

three to seven years in prison, 
the judge said. 

When the sentencing hear
ing finished Monday morning, 
the judge sent Goldie straight 
to the county jail. The former 
teacher quietly shook hands 
with his lawyers, Gerald 
Kielian and Sam Andreano, 
before going into police cus
tody. 

Goldie and the student were 
involved in 2004. In February 
of that year, the 17-year-old 
girl went to his home and they 
had sex, Will County Assis
tant State's Attorney Greg 
DeBord said. Her parents 
found out about their relation
ship by reading the girl's 
diary, and her mother contact
ed police. 

In July 2004, Goldie was 
charged with criminal sexual 
assault. As part of a plea agree
ment between state prosecu
tors, Goldie pleaded guilty in 
August to a lesser charge of ag
gravated criminal sexual 
abuse. 

During the Monday hearing, 
the former student, now 19, 
read a statement in court that 
described what her life has 
been like since her involvement 
with Goldie . 

"When I was in high school, 
I was extremely social and in
volved," she said. But that 
changed after her involve
ment with Goldie. She has be
come withdrawn and does not 
speak to many of her old 
friends, the young woman 
said. Being alone with an 
older man - even a college 
teacher - makes her nervous 
and upset, she said. 

She's been harassed, too. 
While at a Plainfield festival, 
some people said terrible 
things to her, she said. 

"When the kids saw me, 
they began changing 'Gold
ie,"' she teslified, adding that 
her younger siblings also have 
been tormented by rude re
marks from their class
mates. 

"The sight of my old school 
makes me sick with disgust," 
she said. 

When the hearing was over, 
the young woman and her fam
ily quickly left the Will County 
Courthouse and did not com
ment. 

Reporter Stewart Warren 
can be reached at (815) 
729-6068 or via e-mail at 
swarren@scnl.com. 
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they wolild have said some
thing27~ ago. How can you · 
not say sol)letbing for 27 years, 
then say YQU remembet w.i 
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Abuse suits allowed against 
Joliet diocese 
Appeals court sends back 5 men's cases 

By Hal Oardick 
Tribune staff reporter 
Published January 19, 2008 

A state appeals court opinion released this week could allow five men to 
pursue sexual abuse lawsuits against two former priests from the Catholic 
Diocese of Joliet. even though the alleged abuse took place more than two 
decades ago. 

The 3rd District Appellate Court ruled 2-1 to overturn a Will County trial 
court judge's 2004 ruling that the statute of limitations on bringing sexual 
abuse claims had expired. 

The opinion is binding on trial court judges in the 3rd District, which 
Includes Will and Peoria Counties. Cases of alleged sexual abuse by 
priests were fi led recently in Peoria and are expected to turn, in part, on 
the statute-of-limitations question, attorneys said. 

Judges in other jurisdictions are not bound by the Appellate Court's 
decision, but they "will lean toward" following the 3rd District opinion, said 
attorney Aldo Botti, who represents former priests named in the Will and 
Peoria County suits. 

Botti said he is likely to appeal the decision to the state Supreme Court on 
behalf of former priest Michael Gibbney. ccused Gibbney of 
abusing him in the late 1970s at Mary Queen of Heaven Parish in 
8mhurst. 

"It should be clarified,• Botti said. ·1 think it's an issue that should be 
addressed, and hopefully 1he Supreme Court will take it.• 

Thomas Kerber, spokesman for the Joliet diocese, noted the decision was 
not unanimous and said, "Diocesan legal counsel is considering the 
possibility of an appeal in the near future to the Illinois Supreme Court." 
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capacity as trustee for the Diocese of Joliet Trust--as defendants. 

The Appellate Court, in an opinion written by Justice Mary McDade, ruled 
the clock on the 2-year statute of limitations does not start ticking until 
accusers are both aware they were abused and realize the psychological 
harm caused by the abuse. 

In his dissent, Justice Daniel Schmidt said it was "unreasonable" to believe 
the men would not realize the harm caused by the alleged abuse until they 
were in their 30s. 

In 2004, Will County Circuit Judge James Garrison said the men's claims 
were not believable when he dismissed the suit before hearing any 
evidence. 

But the Appellate Court said that whether the claims are believable must 
be decided by a judge or jury after considering evidence, testimony and 
arguments. 

"We're grateful that a judge will let a jury detennine this case and grateful 
for the victims' courage and persistence," said David Clohessy, national 
director of Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests. 

In their suit, the five men--who leveled allegations against now-inactive 
priests who once served in Elmhurst and Joliet parishes--claimed they 
were not aware their psychological difficulties were caused by the alleged 
abuse until 2002. Thars when they were exposed to heavy media 
coverage of a sex-abuse scandal and cover-up in the Boston diocese. 

In addition to- allegations against Gibbney, four other men-~ 
~nd three men identified only as John Doe 1, 2 and 3--accused 
former priest Lawrence Mullins of abusing them when they were students 
and altar boys at St. Raymond's Cathedral in Joliet. 

They were between 9 and 13 years old at the time, said Michael Bolos, 
one of their attorneys. When they 1iled their complaints, they were between 
33 and 37 years old. 

McDade wrote that because the men alleged they "were repeatedly 
assured that sex between a priest and a child is not wrongful but is, 
indeed, beneficial to the child's growth," it is not unreasonable they did not 
earlier recognize the psychological harm. 

"The argument also fails to recognize the potentially long-term effects of 
childhood psychological trauma,• she added. 

All three agreed a 2003 law that extended the statute of limitations in sex 
abuse cases cannot be retroactively applied. 

They also agreed the suits should not be dismissed because of 1st 
Amendment claims invoked by the diocese. It alleged the suits asked the 
court to judge church doctrine because the suits state that the former 
priests told the five men that their instructions "were perfect and infallible 
and superior to imperfect human laws. " 

But the opinion stated a judge or jury would determine whether the men 
were indeed told that, not pass judgment on church doctrine. 

hdardick@tribune.com 
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• Five accusers: Ruling could create opportunities for sexual abuse plaintiffs 

By Ted Slowik 
STAFF WRITER 

OTT AW A - In a ruling that could have major implications for victims of 
childhood sexual abuse in Illinois, an appeals court is upholding the rights of five 
men to sue the Roman Catholic Diocese of Joliet. 

In a split decision, the 3rd District Appellate Court rejected the diocese's argument 
that too much time had elapsed from when the alleged abuses occurred for the men 
to pursue legal action. The majority ruled that the statute of limitations hadn't 
expired, and that a jury should decide the truthfulness of the men's claims that they 
only recently discovered the lasting harm caused by the alleged abuses. 

Advocates for victims of sexual abuse by priests hailed the decision, which the 
court issued on Friday. The diocese and attorneys for the men learned of the decision 
late Tuesday. 

"This is part of a nationwide trend in which judges are more often ruling that the 
church's internal policies do not trump civil and criminal laws," said David Clohessy, 
national director of the Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests. 

The Joliet Diocese said on Wednesday that it was considering its options. 

"The decision of the three appellate judges was not unanimous. The diocese's legal 
counsel is considering the possibility of an appeal in the near future to the Illinois 
Supreme Court," said Tom Kerber, newly appointed spokesman for the diocese. 

Appellate Justices Tom Lytton and Mary McDade issued the majority opinion, 
with Judge Daniel Schmidt dissenting. 

The ruling could create opportunities for other victims of childhood sexual abuse 
to seek legal remedies decades after the fact. 

"It's a huge opinion," said Schaumburg attorney Joe Kiest, who has represented 
abuse victims. "This opens the door for everybody. It's going to go to a jury to decide 
when a victim had enough information to know that they were injured, and that the 
injury was caused by the abuse." 

The ruling stems from five cases first filed in 2002. Brian Softcheck of Joliet and 
three others identified only as John Doe sued the diocese, claiming it was 
responsible for the sexual abuses allegedly committed by the Rev. Larry Mullins. 
James Fonck claimed similar liability for alleged abuse by then-priest Michael 
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Aeschliman. 

Will County Judge James Garrison dismissed the suits, accepting the diocese's 
argument that a "reasonable adult" should have known by age 28 at the latest that sex 
between adults and children was wrong. The five were all in their 30s when the suits 
were filed. 

But t:he appellate court "accepts as true" the plaintiffs claims that they "lacked 
sophistication to perceive psychological or emotional harm" until later in life. 

"In resolving a motion to dismiss, a court must assume that all well-pleaded facts 
are true," the majority opinion states. 

In his minority dissent, Schmidt maintains that legal precedents which set time 
limits for childhood sex abuse victims should prevail. 

"Our supreme coUrt has already held that, as a matter of law, no reasonably prudent 
adult can be heard to say that he or she does not understand that sex between an adult 
and a child is both wrong and harmful," he wrote. 

A ll three justices concurred in rejecting Gibbney's claim that the First Amendment 
protects the Catholic Church from having its teachings challenged in court. The court 
ruled that it wasn't being asked to decide the validity of church teachings. 

"Nowhere in plaintiffs complaints is the court asked to 'pass judgment' on church 
doctrine. Plaintiffs would be required to establish their allegations as to church 
teachings as facts . The trier of fact would determine, however, only whether the 
church in fact teaches what plaintiffs allege it teaches," the opinion states. 

If the diocese appeals and the Supreme Court upholds the ruling or chooses to not 
hear the case, then the lawsuits may proceed to the discovery process. That means 
Joliet Bishop Joseph Imesch, Mullins, Gibbney and others could be required to 
testify under oath and that the church could have to make available to the court 
documents detailing alleged sexual abuses by priests. 

Mullins, who served at the Cathedral of St. Raymond and other parishes, remains a 
priest though lmesch removed him from active ministry in 1993. He is executive 
vice president and chief executive for Independent Electrical Contractors Inc., a 
trade group based in Alexandria, Va. Gibbney's last known address was in Alsip. 

- Contact Ted Slowik at (815) 729-6053 or at tslowik@scnl.com. 
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Crom: owner-usccb-media@felix.usccb.org on behalf of Msgr. Frank Maniscalco 

vent: 
[fmaniscalco@usccb.org] 3 IC 1 
Monday, January 23, 2006 7:08 AM ( t 0 0 \J 

To: usccb-media@felix.usccb.org 
Subject: [usccb-media] Recent publicity on statutues of limitations/Film 

To: Diocesan Communications Directors 
From: Msgr. Maniscalco 
Subject: Statutes of Limitations/Film 
Date: January 23, 2006 

Recent publicity on one-year extensions of ciivil statutues of limitations in cases of 
sexual abuse pf minors has caused me to share some thoughts about the matte rwith you (and 
the NY Times to which I have written about their rece n t editorial) : 

1) As incident such as that revealed by Bishop Gumbleton actually indicates why statutes 
of limitations are needed: 

- The abuse took place 60 years ago . 
Apparently all witnesses to the incident are dead as is the accused 

priest. 
- The abuse apparently was not reported at the time, so no church official 

was in a position to act on it . 

As painful as the situation of so ma ny victims of abuse is. every case must be judged on 
the merits and not on emotions. S tatutes of limitations recognize that, with the passage 
of time, memori e s fade or become d i storted and witnesses and evidence may no longer be 
available. To ignore this can result in punishing the Church for deeds long past which may 

ve been unknown church leaders at the time and for which none today is responsible. 

2) To the question, "Who will bear t h e brunt of the financial costs of these extensions," 
the answe r is not an abstraction called "the Church." The Catholic Church' s resources 
come from the donations of the Catholic people. Most of the funds which Catholics donate 
to their parishes each weekend stays in those parishes to support their ministries and 
services . The Catholic people, not the predators who ac tually harmed children, will bear 
the financial burden of these extensions if they result in the diversion of resources from 
ministerial services to pay out claims for misconduct for which these Catholics are not 
remotely responsible. 

3) As for " the bishops," that is a lso an abstraction . The financial brunt of litigat ion 
is borne b y entire diocesan churches and their parishes do. Even more to the point , f or 
fifteen years the bishops have earnestly tried to resolve this problem. The Dallas Charter 
demonstrates the commitment of the bishops to action and not merely to words . 

4 ) Unfortunately the drumbeat in some places for extending these statutes i s based on a 
spurious claim that the Church has noc really been doing anything about this p roblem. This 
fa l sehood is propagated against all the evidence: 

- the passage of the Charter, 
- part i cular law granted by the Holy See permitt ing permanent remova l of 

abusers from minis try, 
- independent audits which show that d ioceses are complying with the 

requirements of the Charter, 
- and the bishops' sponsoring the John Jay College Study of the sexual 

abuse of minors b y Catholic clergy - the groundbreaking and unique study of sexual abuse 
of minors within a single profession . 

5 ) The extens ion of these civil statutes will not help prev ent the abuse of a single 
ild . Instead, it will potentially make new v ictims of millions of Catholics - who 
~pport the Church because of the ministry it provides for them and their communities 

for the misdeeds of others that happened long ago. 

on another matter, some places are apparently receiving n ow an then a few letters about 

1 
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film and classified it "L" * for a limited audience only. About a week later phone calls 
\d e-mails started being received at the OFB and the USCCB crit i cizi ng the review and 
ting. This lasted little over a week. 

Some of those contacting us did no t understand how serious the "L" classification is, 
referring to it erroneously as two classifications below our strictest classification of 
11 0." The OFB's two strictest classifications are, in fact, "0" for films that are morally 
offensi ve, which means that OFB is saying tha t no one should see the film, and "L" which 
means that many adul ts wil l find the film ' s content "troubling" and limiting it to mature 
viewers able to evaluate that problematic content from an informed Catholic moral 
perspective. The OFB tries to offer s ound moral advice with a sense of not unduly 
burdening the consciences of mature Catholics who might reasonably want to see a film of 
genuine meri t as long as they understand its problematic nature from the Catholic 
perspective . 

Clearly some people mi s t ook the praise given for the screenpl ay, the d irecting, a n d t he 
acting as condoni ng the behavior o f the characters despite specific statements in t he 
review to the contrary. To clarify the matter, the film was re-rated "0" - morally 
offens ive for al l wi th regard to its moral content * to dispel any notion of moral 
ambiguity . This change, with an explanation for it, was posted on t he OFB webpage on 
December 16, after which the calls/e-mails trailed off sharply . 

OFB also developed an expanded version of the review which is now on the OFB webpage of 
the USCCB Web site. It references the Catechism of the Cathol i c Church for the Church ' s 
teaching about homosexuality. It also takes into account the fact that the film is being 
used f or adv ocacy purposes. 

Please note that al l versions of the full review as we l l as the capsule review, which has 
remained the same, always contained the following clear and specific information abou t the 
film ' s contents as the reasons for g iving it a restrictive rating: 

.acit approval of same- sex relationships, adultery, two short male sex scenes withou t 
nudity, two brief heterosexual encounters with upper female nudity, shadowy rear nud i ty, 
other implied sexual situations, profanity, rough and crude expressions, irreligious 
remarks, alcohol and brief drug use, fleeting v iolent images , a gruesome description of a 
murder, some / fisticuffs, brief domestic violence." 

********** *** *** ****** 
To send mail to this mailing list, send it to: 

usccb -media@felix . usccb . org 

To remove yourself from t his mailing list, send mail to <majordomo@felix.usccb.org> with 
the following 
command in the body (not the subject area) of your emai l message: 

unsubscribe usccb-media 

To contact the owner of this list or to receive mail in digest format (one mailing per 
day), send your request to <medial istadministrator@usccb.org>. 
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• Joliet bishop: 
~ewspa.perwants 
sex~testimotiy 
uiisealoofotpublic 
By Ted Slowik 
STAFFWR~TER 

WHEATON -A newspa
per is asking a DuPage Coun
ty judge fo unseal a secret 
deposition given in Augusfby 
Joliet Diocese Bishop Joseph 
lmeschforasexuakabuse law
suit against fhe diocese and a 
rormer Joliet priesL 

The Chicago Tribune is ar
gitlng thatFirst.Amendmelit 
rights trump the diocese's 
claims tllat it neeqs to pro
ter.• the identities of alleged 
' lS. . . 

_ ne public interest in liti
gation relating to allegations 
of sexual abuse by .Catholic 
priests is great," Tribune at
torney Don Craven wrote to 
thb court. "'Questions are 
raised about faith in local 
priests, faith in the gover
nance structure of:the Catho
lic Church, and faith in the 
judicial system, civil and crim
inai to respond to these alle
gations of wrongdoiqg." 

Imesch testified under oath 
for'severallioursAug.11. The 

transcript of that deposition, 
however, is~d ft~ public 
view by .oroer of .:DuPag~ 
C15unty Judge Step'hen Culfi.; 
ton. Cullitonis presKling over 
a Glen Elly~ marrs lawsuit 
against the diocese and for-· 
mer priest Ed Stefanich, who 
was defrofked after being 
convicted ofs~aJIYabusing 
a Woodrfdge girl in the 
1980s. 

Tu date, this is the only civil 
lawsuit agaipstthe Joliet Dio
cese that has not been tossed 
out of court because of when 
thealleged.·molestations oc
curred. The man claims he 
only recently recalled the 
abuse alleged to have hap
pened 35 years ago, and re
pr~ssed memory claims are
exeJilPt from the ~tatute of 
liinitations. ' 

Just three dayl) before 
Imesch gave his deposition,. 
Culliton granted a protective 
order that effectively-seals tes
timony and other evidence in 
the_ qtse. The diocese had ar-· 
gued that the order was need
ed to preserve the_ 
confidentiality of the alleged 
victims of sexual abuse bf 
priests. · . 

But the Tuoune is arguing 
th?-Hhe judge's order is too 
broad, that it's possible to pro
tect the identities of alleged 

victims and share information 
that might shed light. on how 
th~ qiocese h@dled reports of 
misconduct by priests. ,. . .. 

"The protective order in 
this case should be revised, 
and should ~e narrovtly tai
lored to protect the interests 
articulated by the court," ar
gues Craven, who was hired 
by the Tribune and wheis gen
eral counsel for the Illinois 
Press Association. 

Astatus hearing on the case • 
is scheduled for Thursday in 
Wheaton, though a decision 
about whether to · unseal 
Imesch's deposition is not ex,, 
pected at that time. 

lm.esch bas been bishop of 
the Joliet Diocese since 1979_ 
He is set t<}step down when he 
reaches the Iilandatoryretire
ment age of 75onJune 21. Wrt:h
in the next few weeks the 
Vatican is expected to name a 
replacement.His successor will 
serve as coadjutor, or co-leader · 
of the diocese duringlinesch's 
finalmonths as bishop. '.. , 

"It's a wise decision on Bisfr. 
op Imesch's part to help the 
next bishop transition into his 
new position," said Sister Ju
dith Daviesr cbancellor. 

Contact Ted Slowik at ~ · 
(815) 729-6053 or at 
ts[qµJik@setz.l.com, 

FROM STAFF REPORTS 
•• 

JOLIET - The head of the 
panel that reviews allegations bf 
sexual abuse in the Roman Cath
olic-Diocese of Joliet resi~~d 
after two brothers accused him 
of tµolesting them. - -

Pr. James Catger~ a clinical r
psychologist from Riverside, 
stepped down from theDiocesan 
Review Board on Sept. 28 when 
the brothers reported the a<+U
sations to the diocese. Carger 
has denied the allegations_ " 

Carger was appolnted to the 1 

review board in 2002 and named 
chairman in May 2003, said Sis
ter Judith Daviesr diocese chan
cellor. 

Kevin '.fretter and Thomas 
Tretter told 1;he Chicago Tnlmne 
in a. story published Friday that 
Carger molested them in 1979 
when he wa~ a counselor for the 
DtiPage County Health Depart
ment The boys would have been 
about 5 and 6 years old at the 
time of the alleged incident~. · 

T.be newspaper reported that 
no criminal charges were filedin 
connectio.µ witb theallegedipci
dent, and thatno civt1 lawsuithas 
been filed. 
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MEMORANDUM 

February 3, 2006 

TO: Priests of the Diocese 

FROM: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

RE: Letter from Bishop lmesch 

With this memo is the letter from Bishop lmesch that is to be read 
at all of the Masses this weekend. Because of the importance of this 
letter, please read it after the gospel. 

If you wish, you may make copies of the letter for distribution to 
parishioners after Mass. 

God bless you. 

~ d'f ,,, "'-• 4..,.ter Judith A. Davie?.osF 
Chancellor 

ff00355 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

February 5, 2006 
(100356 

I deeply regret the pain and embarrassment that you have experienced from the media 
reports these past days. Those reports concerned a six-hour deposition I gave several months 
ago about a number of instances of sexual abuse by priests of the Joliet Diocese. Most of 
what you have read or heard happened more than 20 years ago and had already been 
reported in the newspapers. 

When the actions of these priests were reported to me, I realized that the behavior 
was inappropriate. Whether or not there were any police investigations, all priests who were 
accused of inappropriate behavior were immediately interviewed and received professional 
treatment or left ministry. 

The actions of those priests happened before psychologists recognized that behavior 
of that kind was indicative of a severe problem that could not be adequately treated. I relied 
heavily on the judgment of professional therapists when they concluded that a priest was fit for 
return to ministry. Some priests were recommended for restricted ministry. Some of these 
carried out their responsibilities well and did so with the commendation of their supervisors. 

Despite undergoing treatment and receiving approval for ministry, other priests 
repeated inappropriate behavior. When this was later learned, they were removed from 
ministry. 

Years ago, I would never have returned a priest into ministry if I had not been assured 
by professional therapists that he was ready to return. Today, if any priest is accused of 
inappropriate conduct, the States Attorney's Office is notified and the matter is referred to the 
Diocesan Review Committee. The priest will be permanently removed from ministry when the 
allegation is found credible. 

I deeply regret the harm that has been caused to victims and the pain and 
embarrassment that many of you have experienced. The media reports tend to portray me as 
someone who doesn't care about the safety of children. Nothing could be further from the 
truth. I became a priest because I care. All of us can look back on our lives and find things we 
should have done differently. At the time our action proceeded from our own best judgment, 
though in later years it is clear that other decisions should have been made. Any decision I 
made was according to my best judgment at the time. 

I want to express my sincere apology to all who have suffered abuse from priests. I 
deeply regret any damage that was done to you and want to assist with your recovery. If 
others have been abused and have not as yet come forward, please contact our Victim 
Assistance Coordinator, Sister Mary Frances Seeley, OSF, so that healing can begin. 

All of us have learned a difficult and painful lesson from this experience. For my part, I 
promise to do whatever I can to see that the past is not repeated. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. lmesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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H~OM S'rAFF REPO'R.T~ . 
. .'(; 

JOLir;T-' A local attorney is a§lting a ·~ 
judge to or~r !he Roman Catholic Diocese " 
ofJoJietto make pub Pc two other dep0shions. ·' 
that Bishop Josep~ hneseh has given ab~ut 
priests accru;ed of sexaa:lly abusing minors. 

Attorney Michael Bolos. is making: the 
- request on beh~llof sevefal men who ai:e, 

suing priests, Iin~sch and the diocese. Will 
County Judge Gerald Kinneyisscheduled 
to hear the moti-On today and is eXJ:?ected 
to allowth,.e dicrc~etime to file a response, 
Bolos said: 

Imescn ~tified und~r oath twice during 
the 1990s for lawsuits that claiuied former 
priests Larry Gibes and Myles White mo
lesteclboys.A prott~ctive ordetwas issued, 
and tbe deposition~and other documents 
were s~elde~ffo!h ~e public. 

Earlier W$ m()!lth,. a DUPage County 
jm~ge's~ madepublica dep<?sitiongiVeu 
by lmesch in August for anoilier pe11ding 
ca~egiri_gthatfonnerpriestEdStefanich 

. abused a boy-iibolit'35 years ago. 
: a'he.!l~wmotio-isrelatedtofour end.in · . 
: cases, )3otos ~u. · 
~ msn,ed in :2004:, a. egi:qg at · ~ · -.La:rry 
: MullinS molesteabiin at.the Cathedral of St. 
~ ~i;indcaoout25 years ago. A man ideJlti
i Jied ohly as Jotm Doe sued in 2004, saying 
· the R~ JeffrerSalyi4ch sexually abused 
: mm at St. Julie Parish in New I:enox dliriilg 
f the1970s.t. . ·: -~eekS.ago.--anii 
: ~le'a stilts~priest:Mi
: chaef Gibbney mele~d them on separate 

.aq;~i~ns at parishes in Elmliurst anq 
BQlliigbfook abotlt25 YeaFS ago . 
...,... Ted SWwi.1l ,, 1 

(J00359 
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CrisiShits 
even closer 

. ., 
to .home 
CON'TIN°~~· FROM PAGE 1 

over the last decade always diS
turbed me, but luever felt those 
cases affected me or my faith 
personally. Now they do. 

After tbe pastor of the neigh
boring paril;h in South H.olland, 
Rllv. Josep~)lenilett, wa,s temW, 
rarily 'riit~drawn ft9m his'.,du~ ' 
ties Jan, 81 after being accused 
of molesti.D.gtwo gU>ls in the late 
1960s, nly· e-mail burald With 
questions .and rumors. Many of 
my close ftiends attx!nded that 

-•-I've ever hel/.fd. My s!,Ster re- .siastic approach• to;:}·elftion ~ 
calls one «em from nearly 30 cJassthathenow-lookltfoE "1 
yeai;-s 'ago. It was a Cbhstmas to "the storiesn at Suni3y . O 
midnight ll)llSS, and O'Brien He's even told us that be ts "'" 
plucked a teenage girl from the to bea prjesl Ifiguretbatdgtil-e -"" 
crowd. With her priOr pennis- will be short-lived (Unlike mar- C 
sion, be said, "OK, now imagine ried guys, "priests don't have to CJ) 
. yoµ're with child. Tell YQurpar· klss girls With · lipstick;" he 
·entii you didn't do anythtng;•it . ~s). But l a1So know the ::0 
~:was' · ·811 immaculate.;~ concep- .t)\ouJJbt ci;o~SjlS biS >Wnd l;>ll• rn 
.Uon." !J.'be comment was· vin· , cause of the tll·~ests he has met. · (') 
tage O'Brien: It had evel"S'one My l'alnl.J,y's local J?aStor and m 
.laughing, but !lalso brought the bis associates afe gentle, carinli.. 
~spel message of the Virgin people. My husband's collegEiii <
Mary home in a way fewpriests roommate, a priest and top a~ m 
can do. mlnistrator at the University 

O'Brien was removed .from Portland. captivated the bo C 
bis 'position at Q.ueen of Angelil With ~ls sense of humor and el!· ... 
Cbtirch on the North Side last gaging pe1'Soruility during a. r~ • • 
sUrru.ner aftei: the an;ndiocese \ .C()nt weekend V;\Sft tQ om- hQm ::0 

. deemed the sexulil u$coll:\luct, H~ shru:e$ ~ . ,ii~iaL intere · · . 
cbarge credjble and sent it-fol" - with n1y'boys: Notre Dame foo ~ 
review In Rome. ' , . ' ' b3D. ' · ' ,. ~ · 0 ;::a 

It will take generations for~ -1-, 
church hierarchy-to rebuild 

I don't know what to make of trust or many CaUlolics. Peop ::C 
parish when we were children, Tribune file photo by O>uck 8e<rnan the allegation agains~ O'Brien. are heartbroken and unwfil.i.DCI) m 

The archdiocese bas ieleased to put stoclt in. anYthing theL_ and some of their parents and Altho1.19h Bishop Joseph fmesch of the Joliet diocese plans to retire neict year, questions remain 
no specifics, protecting'the-Vic· say. It wUl -take new blshoJ.>V C 
·tiln's privacy. MY mother serit 'those who trq}y1l.llde~tand th"'1 -

relatives stj)l call it lwm.e. about the Impact of his leadership on the church and on the faith of its members. 
'l'h.en there's t)le deposition ' · 

., ftQ,m th1rblsliop of the Joll~t ~i!>', tio~ oftni,sconduct, be ai,J.oyred t>riest abµso <!Pd the c;lal;nage 
-· • cise, J oseph Imesch, rel.cased l:7 at•lea'st fou~ ptii~sts.to ~nfibue -, cover-t11>11:ca~ed-there'~ ijtUe 

publicly a t-Ouple of weeks ago, -· µi the ministry. · one Pii.est aa. discussion of mistakes made, 
ThlsismydiO®enow.auc;lhe's •;mitted to rmcsch that he had lessons leanted. l'n$tead. the 
in charge. sexually abU$ed an altar bOy af· bishop blames the therapists for 

• ter he was charged With the tbeirbadadvice. 
A culture. of silence crilne, but before he was con. Although Imescb plans to re-

Thanks to medla reports, I victed. lmeschdidn'treportthe tirenextyear,questionsrernain 
knew there was a culture of si- adrn.isston to authorities. about tbe impact of llis leader
lence among bishops on priest , "My going to the }!Olice ship o.n the cl,mreh· and, more 
sexabuse. lneyer l<newbo\V bad , doesn't ·have anytb~g' to _ do .. W!portant. the fajt]) .of its mem• 
it wfih:ai)d.bow much the Jo- with whllthe1· be's gailUI or · bers. •<>/ "' . . , 
Uet diocese stands out~ .a: .ma- not/' hc"testijled. · , · _,,. · Yet for me: th!) crisis li•tsevel'\ 
jor ofl'end!lr~unw i' read this· JmescJ1. gave thjs de,l)Qsition closer to hoine. One. of the 
depositipn. just six months ago. Even aftei: priests I knew as a child bas 

Jn it; Imesch said that even af. all t'hat has come to ug'h_t over been accused of sexual miscon· 
ter he received credible aJlega. the last decade-the extent of ductwithaminor-about25years 

ago. ,Tb.iJ; incident allegedly oc~-<• t'be" pr jest a · sqppqrti1ie _Jetter r• effucts, of se:t'IJai,a~\ISe, to,rega~ 0 
curred not long after Rev. Bill' ,but received no respo~e1" 1 ' ~011le's ~Qfiden,i:e rand st.1.IW (') 
O'Bl'i.e~ came to our parish. ' . ·d'on'teven know where~e's'liV· ' J>Ort. .. ' '.. '" ' • ' ' :A' m 

O'Brien was one of thpse ing, , ; • So, yes, I struggle with allthJllll'' 
priests I trusted complete!$ Be Yet in the end, none of these too. But I alSo take $!)lace in C CJ> 
has a channl.ng, larger·than·life disturbing events Pl'Ompts me idea that my faith bjlS not.bing~ m 
personality that won me over as- to abandon my faitb, :ilthougb.. do with how the church bi 
a child. Re .laughed at my dad's some people'.lllllY find thatr!dic- cby views the 'l!ri>~ld. 0 
goofy~j(ikes and lent a band to ulous. _ ,, lttakeSplacemore~na111'- -n 
way tbl"ougb :rais\ng six kids, >good pr'lests and good Catholic " parish an.d .scb.001--;'-thro C.. 
mymomasshemaneuvere<ther There'!! just too mud'1 that ' thrQugh our family, our~o 

He was oolJlfortable enough~ sc)lool.sba,vegivenme.averlhe . thqse~_lgb,swee~vgices11 ·O 
sit o.n Pl~ beac;l): with us during -years tlUlt (~ant t1'Y OVQl C~il· "hYQlll&YUtd'. 00Qligb ~latiP . b 
family vacations and be a i-egut drert IQ el(l>erience. . , shill& with pne~is we J,elleve ~ -
Jarguy.Hewasn'ttheforbiddingf Alread~ some of that is hap- By that measure, I ha'O'e mo!C m 
figure at the pulpit with a boli- pening. than enough ~on to stasi -I 
er-than-thou approach. My S.yi!ar-old is so enthrillled 
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The diocese said six newre

ports that priests bad sexually 
. abused minors were. received 

F:rom page Al between Septeinbet 20()4 and 
~ · Sep~ember 2005. Two claims 

some priests to parishes after concerned religious o-rder ~ 
they had receiveq counselipg , priests. one involved a priest 
becatlse of reported sexual ac- who has died and airotherwas 
tivitywitb youngsters. ?! lllflde against a priest wl).o bas 
· "IknoWthatsome of my words leftthe priesthood. Imesch says. 

in th~t deposition have caused · 1\vo other accusations concem
pain to many in the diocese and ingpri~ts serving in actiYemin
have hurt-0ur ehureh. F:or all of is try were determined to be 
the hurt I have caused by my unsubstantiated, be5ays. 
worcts and decisions, by what I . I.mesch also repo~ that since 
have done or ought to have dop.e, . the diocese-began youth-protec
I-am truly sorry. I ask your for- tion programs following adop
giveness and prayers," Imesch . tion of the bishops' charter fa. 
wrote. 2002, more than 51,0()0 children 

Victims' groups have demand- in Catholic §cnools aqi:l relfgious 
edforyears that dioceses reveal education programs have par
the name~ of abusiv~ priests: to ticipated in "safe-enviroBment 
warnothersoftherrhis,torycµi,d training." Also, ,mor.e than 
to help other victiins come for- .66,00Q adults have attendea 
ward. While a handful of~o~s- youth-protection tratrung pro
es have released the names of grams, and more than 26,00-0 
abusjve dergy, they have only adtilts whoworkwit:n children 
qone so after public pressure, have undergone baekgFound 
Barbara Dorris, -0utreachdirec- ~ checks. ,,_ 
tor of the group Survivors Net- · 'The dioc~e has madegre~t 
w.orkofthoseAbusedbyPriests, ·efforts to ensure that children 
said in a statement. . are protected from harm. We 

"Any step toward openness, take th.is respon8ibility serious
however partial or belaf:e9 or be- .Iy," Imesch says ih the leffer. 
grtldging, is welcome,"' Dorris 
said. "Joliet's b\sbop bas sev~e
ly mishandled caseaftercase of 
clergy sexual abuse-. It!s bard to 
imagine this list will be exhaus-
tive." ..., · 

The Associated Press son- ,, 
tributed to tTtis report. Con
tact Ted Slowik at (815)' 
7 2 9 - 6 0 5 3°' tt r . a t ,, 
tslowik@scn1.eom. · · .... 

(t00362 
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Prey for a sinner 

An exclusive: Daily Southtown columnist Tim Placher tells 
his story of life with predatory Joliet Diocese priest 

Thursday, February 23, 2006 

By Tim Placher 
Daily Soutlztown colum11ist 

The sentence was buried deep within 

• Bishop 'deeply hurt' by Placher 
• Victim Jimmy Komp: 'He took his 
sweet time with me' 
• The sinful life of the Rev: .Ruffgito 
• lmesch deposition 

the 247 pages of the recently released deposition given by Joliet Bishop 
Joseph Imesch as part of a priest-abuse lawsuit pending against him and 
the Joliet Roman Catholic Diocese. 

In the glare of the deposition's sensational revelations about priests hot
tubbing and playing "games" in the nude with young boys, the five 
simple words on page 201 went unnoticed by nearly everyone. 

Everyone but me. 

At one point in his deposition, Imesch was asked by the victim1s counsel 
to list the Joliet priests he believed had been credibly accused of sexual 
abuse. After the bishop rattled off 17 names, the attorney inquired about 
a priest he hadn't mentioned. 

"Ruffalo," he said. "What about Ruffalo?" 

"I'm not sure of that, 11 lmesch answered. 

"Not sure," Imesch said, despite the fact the Joliet Diocese previously 
had paid a settlement to a man who claimed he'd been abused by Rev. 
Richard Ruffalo when the priest was pastor at St. Mary's Parish in Park 
Forest in the late 1970s and early 1980s. 

http://www.dailysouthtown.com/southtown/dsindex/23-dsl.htJn 2/23/2006 
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Perhaps I can clear up Imesch's uncertainty about Father Ruffalo. 

I hadn't wanted to go to Las Vegas with Ruffalo during the summer of 
1979. I was 17 years old and had grown increasingly uncomfortable with 
the priest's advances toward me. He had been far too attentive to me for 
years, ever since he'd first met me as a fifth-grade choirboy and altar 
server at the Cathedral of St. Raymond in Joliet. 

He was an obese man with dark hair shaved into a crew cut. He said 
Masses at my parish and taught religion in my grade school. He first 
introduced himself to me after hearing my boy soprano voice belting out 
a solo from the church choir. Soon after, he started talking to me at 
length whenever I'd serve at Mass. 

Within a few months, he began to put his hands on me. He would touch 
me, rubbing my back and giving me hugs in the sacristy when no one 
else was around. 

He'd invite me to the parish rectory, where he'd take me to his private 
room and ask me to massage his neck and back. He'd buy me gifts, write 
me cards and give me money. He'd assign me to prominent roles in the 
diocesan church services at the cathedral. Later, when he taught my 
eighth-grade class, he made sure I had the seat right in front of his desk. 

He even had a special term of endearment for me: "My Tim." 

When I got a little older, he'd take me to fancy Chicago restaurants 
where waiters would serve me drinks. He'd let me drive his car before I 
was old enough to have a license, rubbing my leg while I was behind the 
wheel. He gave me a couple of his credit cards and told me to use them 
whenever I wanted. 

He'd tell me my parents didn't understand me. He, of course, assured me 
he understood me better than anyone. 

There's far more I could tell you, but you get the insidious drift. In 
retrospect, it all seems so painfully obvious. The man was courting me 
for sex. 

But I was too young to know it. 

At 17, I was still na'ive about sexuality. When that Las Vegas invitation 
was extended, I couldn't conceptualize the leap from Ruffalo's 
unwelcome touching to sexual activity. And I was clueless about the 
existence of homosexuality or pedophilia in the world. 

I did know one thing: Ruffalo's attention to me always made me feel a 
little nervous and uncomfortable. Now that I'd gotten older, that 
discomfort had greatly intensified. Whenever he put his hands on me in 

(100366 

http://www.dailysouthtown.com/southtown/dsindex/23-dsl.htm 212312006 



( 

MIS??~ft&O~RDS RECEIVED FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET ON 7-25-1 f afft&?f 7340 
MISC. RECORDS OF BISHOP IMESCH 

Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 
Released April 2014 any way, my entire being would recoil. When he called my mom to ask 

her permission for me to travel with him, I prayed she would say no. 

But when the priest told her a couple of other boys my family knew also 
were going, she decided it would be a good experience for me. My 
mother trusted priests implicitly. 

I tried to work up the nerve to tell her how uncomfortable Ruffalo made 
me feel, but I never found the words. Priests were respected in my 
family. I didn't know how to express the tension and turmoil I was 
feeling. I was embarrassed and confused and, ultimately, said nothing. 

So off to Vegas I went. But, I reasoned, at least two friends were going 
along for the trip. I figured there'd be safety in numbers. 

sexual advances. 

When we arrived at Ruffalo' house i as Vegas that June, he was 
quick to organize the sleepin ngements. The other two boys would 
bunk down in the front bedroom. Ruffalo, however, had other plans for 
me. He took my bags and put them on one of the beds in the back 
bedroom - his room. 

That first night was filled with lots of drinking. Ruffalo - a most 
accommodating host - made sure his teenage guests had an ample 
supply of Coors in the refrigerator. Ruffalo, though, had too many drinks 
and wound up going to bed before the rest of us. 

The second night, however, he didn't make the same mistake. 

After we boys spent the afternoon at the complex's pool, Ruffalo 
rounded us up for a night on the town. Early in the evening, the four of 
us - three teenagers and a priest in a Roman collar - arrived at the Las 
Vegas Hilton. We walked into the casino and sat down at the bar. As 
underage kids, we had no business being on the casino floor, let alone 
pulling up a barstool and ordering drinks. But we were with a priest, and 
nobody seemed to mind. 

In fact, everybody on the hotel staff seemed to know Ruffalo from his 
frequent trips to the city. The concierge called him by name as we 
walked by. Waitresses said hello. The bartender knew his favorite drink 
- Bombay gin - without asking. The hotel manager came to the 
lounge to greet us and set us up with a free meal and tickets to that 
night's floorshow. 
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Ruffalo made sure I got a refill. And the more I drank, the more he 
touched me. He rubbed my back and massaged my neck. He called me 
"My Tim." 

After the show, even though we'd been drinking for several hours 
already, our group went back to the hotel lounge. A new bartender had 
come on duty since our earlier visit. He knew Ruffalo, too. 

He took one look at me, smiled and said, "Father, he looks just like your 
young friend John who comes with you sometimes. I remember how 
John likes to drink Boilermakers. Shall we give your new friend the 
same, Father?" 

I'd never even heard of such a drink The next thing I knew, a shot glass 
of Southern Comfort bobbing in a glass of beer was pushed in front of 
me. I remember downing that drink and two more. 

After that, the lights went out. 

I don't remember the next few hours. I don't remember how long we 
stayed at the bar. I don't remember how we got back to Ruffalo's house. I 
don't remember getting undressed. I don't remember going to bed. 

But at some point during the night, I woke up from my drunken fog. 
And I remember exactly what happened. 

Ruffalo was sitting on the bed next to me. He was stripped down to a T
shirt and a pair of jockey shorts. He was gazing at me and caressing my 
face. I remember the overpowering smell of his stale cologne. 

"I love you, My Tim," he said. Then he reached out and stuck his hand 
into my underwear and began rubbing my penis. 

I remember feeling utter despair. I was 17 years old, 2,000 miles from 
home, and a fat, smelly priest had his hand down my pants. 

I didn't know what to do. I wanted cry. I wanted to haul off and punch 
the life out of the pervert's face. But I did nothing. 

I didn't want to cause a commotion and wake up the other guys. I was 
too embarrassed to risk them finding out what he was doing to me. So, I 
tried to pretend I was asleep. But it didn't work. 

His hand wouldn't stop. 

But then, I was overcome with sickness. Whether it was due to Ruffalo's 
probing hand or the parade of Boilennakers, I'll never know. But I 
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bolted up and ran to the bathroom, where I emptied my stomach over 
and over into the toilet. Ruffalo, always the helpful one, was there to 
"comfort" me by rubbing my back as I wretched. 

Finally, he left me alone in the bathroom. I stayed there for what seemed 
hours. I didn't sleep the rest of the night. I feared closing my eyes on the 
priest. 

In the morning, I confronted him in the kitchen and told him to arrange 
an irrunediate flight home for me. He reached out to try to hug me. I 
backed away. We didn't speak of what he had done during the night, but 
my message was clear. 

At some level, I was relieved. Finally, I knew all the discomfort I had 
felt was not my imagination. The truth was out: Ruffalo was a disgusting 
freak who had courted me relentlessly for years, waiting for his big 
opportunity to try to have sex with me. 

When I got home, I didn't tell anyone what had happened. I was too 
ashamed. I didn't tell my mother. My faith in the church was already 
shot to hell. I didn't want to ruin her faith, too. Also, I didn't want her to 
bear the burden of knowing her permission to go on the trip had put me 
in harm's way. Besides, I bad survived the ordeal. And after all, it was 
only one priest, right? One isolated incident? 

I wish I hadn't been so wrong about that. 

Over these last few years, I've seen and read about the seemingly endless 
procession of men who've had experiences like - and far worse - than 
mine. The thing is, in nearly all those cases, the actions of the priests are 
generically characterized in media reports as "abuse" or "molestation." 
Seldom are specifics mentioned. 

Well, for me that "abuse" isn't nonspecific. It's as plain as this: Some of 
my first sexual contact in life was at the hands of a priest who courted 
me for several years, purposely isolated me from my home and family 
by half a continent, got me blind drunk, and groped my genitals against 
my will hoping to have relations with me. Is that specific enough? 

But the repercussions of that abuse are far more involved than that. 

Father Ruffalo carried out a great deal of his manipulation and courtship 
of me at St. Raymond's. 

St. Ray's is not a mere footnote in my life. It's the parish where my 
grandmother attended school beginning in 1917. It's the parish where my 
mother, my sisters, I, and a half-dozen of my best friends in the world 
went to school. It is the parish where my own son goes to school, the 
fourth generation of my family to walk its halls. 
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St. Ray's is the church where my parents were married, where I was 
confirmed, and where I was handed my grade school and high school ( t 0 0 3 7· 0 
diplomas. 

It is the church where the caskets of my mother, father and grandmother 
were wheeled down the center aisle. 

Nearly all the major events of my life are connected to St. Ray's in some 
way. And today, every single time I walk through those church doors 
and look at the priests and servers on the altar, I am confronted with the 
memory ofRuffalo's sickening place in my history. 

That's the reality of priest abuse in my life. 

But in the end, I consider myself one of the lucky ones. I was a smart 
kid. I was strong. I was able to finally extricate myself from Ruffalo's 
advances and get on with my life. So many other boys were not as lucky. 

Ruffalo died in 1997. But he served in active ministry for 18 more years 
after that Vegas trip. And all that time, I kept my mouth shut, telling no 
one other than a few very close friends in recent years. And not even 
they were told the specifics. I remained too embarrassed to tell them the 
truth. 

But when I read Imesch's deposition and learned of his supposed 
uncertainty about Father Ruffalo, I wasn't embarrassed anymore. I was 
just mad. 

Ruffalo was notorious around the diocese for his Vegas trips. He was 
also well-known for having "special" friends. In fact, the lawsuit filed by 
the man from St. Mary's in Park Forest involved stories of Las Vegas 
trips depressingly similar to mine. For Imesch to claim he's "not sure" 
about Ruffalo is laughable. 

Perhaps the leader of the Joliet diocese is not a bad man, as many angry 
members of the faithful would like to believe. Maybe, he's just truly that 
naive. Either way, his handling of Joliet's priest abuse problem has done 
damage to the local church that might not be healed until the sixth 
generation of my family is carrying schoolbooks into St. Ray's. 

In the meantime, I'm fully aware of the Joliet Diocese's process for 
reporting claims of abuse. Well, be assured, I won't be partaking in it. I 
don't want them to offer me counseling. I don't want to file a lawsuit. I 
don't want their money. I don't want an apology from anyone. 

I simply want the guy who's been running the Joliet Diocese for the last 
25 years to admit the problems that occurred under his leadership are so 
extensive, they won't begin to go away until he "goes away" - by 
resignation, revolt, or most likely, retirement. 
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Ruffalo over to the "Yes" column on your list. 

Tim Placher writes a weekly column for the Southtown in the 
Wednesday Life&Family section. He is a music teacher who lives in 
Joliet. He can be reached at timplacher@yahoo.com 
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Bishop 'deeply hurt' by Placher 

Thursday, February 23, 2006 

By Dan Lavoie 
Staff writer 

000 372 

---~------·--------- - --
Joliet Diocese Bishop Joseph Imesch said he is "deeply hurt" by 
Southtown columnist and priest sex abuse victim Tim Placher's assertion 
that the diocese cannot move beyond its history of sexual abuse with 
Imescb at the helm. 

Imesch for years has been attacked by victims' advocates who say he has 
had a slow and cold-hearted response to dozens of sexual abuse 
allegations in the diocese. He also transferred several priests accused of 
sexual abuse to new ministries where they had opportunities to molest 
more children. 

Imesch, who took over the diocese the same summer in 1979 when 
Placher alleges he was abused by Rev. Richard Ruffalo at the priest's 
home in Las Vegas, accused the columnist of timing his revelation to 
exact the most personal damage against the bishop. 

"For 26 years, he never said anything," Imesch said ofPlacher. "And 
now (he comes out publicly), is it because of the publicity around me? It 
sounds like he wants to smear my name." 

Placher is the fourth man to level abuse allegations against Ruffalo, a 
former priest at several area parishes, including St. Mary's in Park Forest 
and St. Raymond's and Holy Cross in Joliet. 

Ruffalo suffered a stroke and died in 1997, a year prior to the initial 
abuse allegation. 

Carpet installer Jimmy Komp, 41, frrst accused Ruffalo of abuse in a 
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1998 lawsuit. The former altar boy alleged Ruffalo groomed him for 
four years before repeatedly molesting him while a student at St. Mary's 
Catholic Church in Park Forest. 

The diocese settled that case out of court for $37,500, Komp said. 

Brothers John and Jeff Welch filed a suit in 2003 alleging that Ruffalo 
and two other priests molested them in the 1960s while they were 
students at St. John the Baptist in Winfield. 

Bishop 'hurt' and 'baffled' 

Though Placher and Jmesch have known each other for years - the 
bishop even attended Placher's mother's funeral - Placher did not 
contact Imesch about the abuse allegations prior to writing his column. 

When the Southtown contacted Imesch on Wednesday to discuss 
Placher's colunm, Imesch refused to listen to Placher's apparent call for 
Imesch's resignation. 

"I obviously wish he would have come to me," he said. "Perhaps he 
can't. I do not understand. I am baffled by this and deeply hurt by it." 

According to a 2004 diocese report, 27 of the 773 priests to serve there 
in the past five decades have been accused of sexual misconduct. At 
least four other priests have been publicly accused since the report was 
issued. There were 113 people who made abuse claims prior to the 
report, the report said. 

Karl Maurer, vice president of the conservative Catholic Citizens of 
Illinois, said he wasn't surprised by what he called Imesch's "arrogant" 
response to Placher's column. 

"For those of us who know him, that's basically his pattern: 'Poor me,'" 
Maurer said. "As far as sexual abuse goes, the Joliet Diocese has been a 
debacle." 

How does the diocese respond? 

The diocese's response to abuse suits has largely been to push for them 
to be thrown out on legal technicalities, said Barbara Blaine, president of 
Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests. 

"Bishop Imesch has seemed very heartless, even mean to victims and 
their family members," she said. "In other dioceses, bishops have been 
willing to assist victims in healing. We don't see this in Joliet." 

The diocese has offered counseling to all victims of sexual abuse. 

(t00373 
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Imesch offered Wednesday to speak to Placher personally about the 
allegations, as he has with other victims. 

"They have done everything possible that I know of," said Sister Mary 
Frances Seeley, a Franciscan who serves as the diocese's victim 
assistance minister. "I know (Imesch) bas interrupted meetings to talk to 
victims." 

Diocese chancellor Sister Judith Davies said that the diocese can only 
investigate the cases it knows about. If Placher had come forward 
earlier, perhaps the diocese could have investigated before Ruffalo died. 

"It puzzles me that (Placher) could be angry at the bishop ifthe bishop 
didn't know what was going on," Davies said. "I've been working with 
the bishop for 16 years, and he always deals with things as they become 
known, though he is often painted otherwise." 

'Protecting the pedophiles' 

Imesch said he was acquainted with Ruffalo, but didn't know him 
personally. Imesch was aware Ruffalo owned a home in Las Vegas, but 
said he didn't know Ruffalo took young boys there. 

Imesch denies Placher's claim that Ruffalo was "notorious around the 
diocese for his Vegas trips." 

"If it was known, I certainly didn't know it," the bishop said. "Nobody 
ever mentioned to me that he was taking boys to Las Vegas." 

Critics of Imesch say he should have Im.own about the abuse and should 
have tried harder to hold accused priests accountable. 

"Bishop Imesch has been protecting the pedophiles for decades," Maurer 
said. "He is a hostile witness in the whole thing. All of this is coming 
home to roost on him." 

Dan Lavoie may be reached at dlavoie@dailysouthtown.com or (708) 
633-5994. 
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'He took his sweet time with me' 

Thursday, February 23, 2006 

By Dan Lavoie 
Staff writer 

The touching. The drinking. The trips to Vegas. 

The parallels are disturbing to Jimmy Komp. 

As a young altar boy, Komp was groomed for years as the Rev. Richard 
Ruffalo's victim, just like choirboy Tim Placher a couple years earlier. 

Komp sued the Diocese of Joliet in 1998, becoming the first of four 
former Ruffalo students who accused the dead priest of abuse. 

Since the four months of molestation started on a special eighth-grade 
graduation trip to California and Las Vegas hosted by Ruffalo in 1980, 
Komp's life began coming apart. 

He became addicted to everything. 

Drugs. Booze. Gambling. Steroids. Sex. 

111 used every self-affliction on myself," Komp, now 41 and living in 
Libertyville. "I was at a point where I didn't want to live anymore." 

Ruffalo was Kemp's religion teacher at St. Mary's in Park Forest. 

For four years, Ruffalo would take Komp to fancy dinners, take him on 
trips, order the middle-schooler alcohol. Ruffalo even took Placher and 
Komp to dinner together a few times. No one seemed to mind because 
the boys were in the care of a priest. 
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For nearly two decades, Komp never told anyone about the abuse. 

After intense psychotherapy, he filed his suit in 1998, a year after 
Ruffalo's death. The diocese eventually settled out-of-court for $37,500. 
After lawyer fees, that's not even enough for a residential therapy 
program, Komp said. 

Still, Komp expected the closure would free him from the years of pain 
and self-hate. It didn't. 

The drinking kept going, hard. His marriage - 18 years and two kids -
fell apart. 

\/ But in the past couple months, with the help of a therapist in Kentucky, 
j'v Komp decided that he "won't let the anger rule him anymore." 

I 

He's 56 days sober now, for the frrst time in his life. 

"I'm a little bit more at peace now," he said. "I'm really starting my life 
all over again." 

Dan Lavoie may be reached at dlavoie@dailysouthtown.com or (708) 
633-5994. 
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The sinful life of the Rev. Ruffalo 

Thursday, February 23, 2006 

Richard Ruffalo was ordained in 1959 and served at parishes in 
Kankakee and Rockdale before coming to St. Raymond's in Joliet in 
1969. 

He was an energetic and dynamic preacher who also taught religion in 
schools. 

At St. Ray's, Ruffalo counted the Sunday collections, often enlisting 
several boys to help on a Monday. 

Another priest caught Ruffalo stealing from the collections at St. Ray's 
in 1975, The Herald News in Joliet reported in 2002. The other priest 
discovered about $1,500 missing from the collection. The diocese claims 
no knowledge of the thefts; several sources said that was the reason 
Ruffalo was transferred from St. Ray's. 

In 1975, he was named pastor of St. Mary's in Park Forest. 

Before his death in 1997 at age 62, he said the Tridentine, or Latin Mass, 
at Holy Cross Church in Joliet. 

He was master of ceremonies at the cathedral, a plum post that afforded 
hin1 the opportunity to make friends with influential people. 

He also was a thief who took frequent trips to Las Vegas, where he kept 
a second residence and car. 

Ruffalo also gave credit cards to the boys he was manipulating. Those 
cards were among many Ruffalo possessed, according to a Will County 
court probate file, and the priest made minimal monthly payments on 
several cards that he used to pay for airline tickets and meals. 
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When he died, he left debts totaling $95, 150 to 27 different creditors, 
according to court records. A few thousand dollars worth of debts were 
medical expenses, but most of the bills were owed to banks and credit 
card companies, including Citibank: $10,518; Chase Manhattan: $9,105; (J 0 0 3 7 8 
Harris Bank: $7,451; AT&T Universal Card: $6,387; and First Card 
Services: $7,480. 

Ted Slowik 
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Imesch deposition 

Thursday, February 23, 2006 

On Aug. 11, 2005, Joliet Bishop Joseph Imesch answered questions for 
five hours about how he and other Catholic Church officials handled 
reports of priests engaging in sexual misconduct with minors. 

A judge's ruling in February made a 247-page transcript of the 
deposition available to the public. 

Imesch was questioned by Minneapolis attorney Jeff Anderson, who has 
sued more than half the nation's dioceses on behalf of clergy abuse 
victims. 

Anderson questioned Imesch about the Rev. Gary Berthiaume, who 
served at the same parish as Imesch in the Archdiocese of Detroit. In 
1977, 

Berthiaume was convicted of sexually abusing a young boy, then later 
transferred to the Cleveland Diocele before being accepted by Imesch 
into the Joliet Diocese in 1987. 

Imesch testified he didn't believe the allegation against his associate 
until Berthiaume admitted to him that he had molested the boy. 

IMESCH: "As far as T can remember I think Gary admitted to me that he 
had done it before the conviction." 

Anderson asked Imesch why he didn't share that infonnation with the 
police. 

ANDERSON: "Ifhe had told you that he had committed the offense 
against the child, isn't that evidence of the crime?" 

(100379 

http ://www.dailysouthtown.com/southtown/dsnews/23 l abn4.htm 2/23/2006 



MISliheRE~BS. RECEIVED FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET ON 7-25-1 ZagN~f5353 
MISC. RECORDS OF BISHOP IMESCH 

c 

Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 
Released April 2014 

HomeGuidePlus 

•Search 
•Subscribe 
•Weather 

IMESCH: "That's a job for the police. I'm not going to get involved in 
that. That's not my responsibility." 

Later, Anderson questioned Imesch about repeatedly transferring the 
Rev. Larry Gibbs to other parishes and asked about the bishop's 
definition of a credible allegation of abuse. 

(J00380 

ANDERSON: "And when you put him in that parish you didn't alert the 
parishioners where you assigned him that he had had a credible 
allegation of sexual abuse, did you?" 

IMESCH: "I don't think that's a credible allegation if nothing was 
charged." 

Anderson proceeded to cite police reports that Gibbs went skinny 
dipping and played games with nude 11-year-old boys. 

I.MESCH: "Well, I think what happened happened. It was not considered 
a crime or a criminal activity so there was no reason for me not to 
transfer him." 

When Anderson questioned Imesch about the diocesan review board and 
who was responsible for determining whether an allegation was credible, 
Imesch shifts responsibility for the decision onto the review board. 

!MESCH: "I'm saying they are more than consultive. What they say I 
do." 

ANDERSON: "It is correct to say that you knowingly continued priests 
in ministry until the charter required their removal and you knew that 
credible allegations had been made against those clergymen, correct?" 

IMESCH: "Yes." 

Anderson questioned Imesch about the Rev. Fred Lenczycki, who was 
convicted in 2004 of abusing altar boys at a Hinsdale parish in 1987. 

IMESCH: "It was inappropriate behavior, but rm not sure that it was 
ever classified as sexual abuse." 

Anderson pressed the bishop to elaborate. 

ANDERSON: "In other words, if the police report it to be sexual abuse 
and prosecute it, then's it's sexual abuse? If they don't it's not?" 

IMESCH: "That would be what I follow, yeah. " 

ANDERSON: "So if a priest is not prosecuted as far as you're concerned 
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IMESCH: "That's what I would follow." 000381' 
Anderson asked Imesch about priests that he placed in ministries after 
the clerics had undergone counseling following reports of inappropriate 
sexual conduct. 

ANDERSON: "If you were satisfied that it occurred then why didn't you 
remove the priest from ministry?" 

IMESCH: "A number of priests received therapy and were given a green 
light, if you want, to be returned to restricted ministry." 

The bishop testified that he sometimes infom1ed other religious people 
about an offender's past and instructed them to monitor the priest's 
conduct, though he couldn't recall following up to see whether his orders 
were carried out. 

ANDERSON: "If they're in active ministry wearing a Roman collar 
given the ability to minister the sacraments and serve as a priest 
publicly, is it anything that you can do as a bishop and their ultimate 
superior to prevent them from using their collar to locate and access 
youth?" 

IMESCH: "No." 

ANDERSON: "So that when you continued those priests in ministry you 
made a decision to take a risk." 

!MESCH: "Sure. It was a risk but with a solid basis for it." 

Anderson later questioned Imesch about a Joliet priest who was 
identified by police as the chief suspect in the homicide of a young man 
in the late 1980s. 

ANDERSON: "If a suspicion of homicide isn't enough to remove and 
investigate the fitness of_ to serve in ministry, what is enough?" 

IMESCH: "Suspicion is not enough to remove someone. That's a police 
job to investigate. If they had folUld him guilty or said they were sure 
this is the man, I would have said OK." 

ANDERSON: "The bottom line, bishop, is that if the police didn't 
charge him and convict him you weren't going to remove him, right?" 

Th1ESCH: "Right. II 
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investigation into a parishioner's report that she saw the Rev. Ed 
Stefanich and a young girl "necking." The report was made to the 
diocese in 1985, two years before Stefanich's abuse of another girl was 
uncovered. 

ANDERSON: "Before Christmas 1985 Bishop Kaffer confronted Father 
Stefanich about the allegations but the priest denied them, correct?" 

IMESCH: "Yes." 

Later, Imesch was asked about the claims involving the second girl that 
led to Stefanich's conviction. 

ANDERSON: "At the time he went to jail that changed the practice of 
the diocese. How so?" 

!MESCH: "We found out he lied." 

The bishop testified that he believed advising the girl's mother to send 
her daughter to a counselor was the same as going public with an 
accusation about a priest, since he believed the counselor would be 
required to report the allegation to civil authorities. 

ANDERSON: "Did you give any thought to reporting the information 
that was in your possession and the possession of Bishop Kaffer and the 
diocese to turning it over to law enforcement to investigate?" 

IMESCH: "I would not do that. There is no verification. There is no hard 
evidence that this was happening. And I'm not going to say, hey, police, 
go check on my priest." 

Anderson and Imesch exchanged words about whether the diocese 
should have made the allegations about Stefanich public sooner, which 
might have encouraged other victims to come forward. 

IMESCH: "Who were the other victims of Father Ed?" 

ANDERSON: "Well, bishop, if you don't go looking, you don't go 
finding." 

Later, Imesch said he didn't recall telling "Gospel of Shame" author 
Elinor Burkett in 1992 that the Woodridge girl "was a little Lolita who is 
now trying to milk as much money out of you or the church as possible." 

Burkett used the line in her book. 

IMESCH: "I would say that is so far from my feelings and my words 
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Anderson asked Imesch about the cache of weapons that police 
discovered in Stefanich's rectory upon his arrest. 

ANDERSON: "Stefanich was a possessor of firearms and kind of a gun 
freak?" 

IMESCH: "I wouldn't call him a gun freak. I mean people collecting 
guns are not necessarily gun freaks." 

ANDERSON: "Did you ever make any effort in 1987 or at any time as 
the bishop for the diocese of Joliet to get to the bottom of what he really 
did with guns and what the nature and purpose of his collection was?" 

IMESCH: "No." 

Again on the issue of the credibility of an allegation, Anderson asked 
about claims alleged to have occurred years ago, whether the diocese 
would consider them credible considering the lack of criminal charges 
due the passage of time. 

IMESCH: "It was so long ago that law enforcement is not going to do 
anything about that." 

ANDERSON: "What leads you to that opinion?" 

!MESCH: "From other situations that have occurred. They just don't pay 
attention ifit's long ago." 

Back to toQ 
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Next Joliet bishop must be a healer 

Friday, March 3, 2006 

THE ISSUE: As he nears his 75th birthday, Joseph Imesch's tenure as 
bishop of the Joliet diocese - one marred by numerous sex abuse 
allegations against priests in the diocese - is coming to a close. 
WE SAY: The Vatican needs to appoint a successor to Imesch who is 
ready to admit past mistakes and instill confidence within the diocese 
that future allegations will be confronted head-on. 

Sometime in the coming months, the Vatican will appoint a new bishop 
for the Diocese of Joliet. The decision comes at an especially crucial 
time for the diocese, when some of its members have lost faith in their 
current leader because of his handling of sexual abuse allegations 
against priests. 

That current bishop, Joseph Imesch, turns 75 on June 21. That's the age 
by which bishops are requested to submit their resignations to the 
Vatican. Irnesch, in fact, has asked the Vatican to begin the search for 
his successor, who will lead a diocese that includes Will, DuPage and 
five outlying counties. 

The Vatican, we trust, takes no appointment lightly. But in the case of 
the Joliet diocese, it faces a particularly ponderous challenge. Rome 
must find a bishop who can heal the deep wounds caused by the 
immoral acts of some of the ordained members of the clergy over a 
period of several years and the negligent oversight of a supervisor, 
Imesch, who often faiJed to respond in the best interests of loyal church 
members. These are wounds suffered not only by the victims of sexual 
abuse but by the Catholic faithful, whose trust in their church's 
leadership has been rocked in recent years as allegation after allegation 
has come forth. 

Last month, our colleague Tim Placher wrote a powerful, gut-wrenching 
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column in the Southtown in which he courageously recounted how, as a 
teen, he was sexual1y abused by a manipulative Joliet diocesan priest - (I 0 O J B 

5 · an evil schemer who tried to lure underaged young men with attention 
and with enticing favors, including alcohol-swilling trips to Las Vegas. 
When informed of Placher's column, Imesch seemed more concerned 
about himself than about Placher and the horrendous tale he kept locked 
inside of himself for decades. "It sounds like he wants to smear my 
name," Imesch said. 

Such insensitivity is typical of Imesch's handling of sex abuse 
allegations, as readers of the Southtown have come to learn in the past 
few years. Placher's column was in part prompted by the release of a 
deposition last August in which Imesch admitted he didn't remove some 
priests from their ministries even when provided with credible evidence 
of abuse and other improprieties. Imesch has tried to defend his actions 
by saying he was relying on the judgment of therapists who were 
attempting to treat the priests. 

The new bishop of Joliet needs to convince his fellow Catholics that he 
is their servant, that their spiritual needs are of his utmost concern. His 
top priority needs to be an acknowledgment of past mistakes and the 
implementation of a strong policy regarding the handling of any abuse 
allegations that come forward in the future. 

In many aspects, the Diocese of Joliet has done well by Imesch. As the 
area has grown, the number of Catholics has increased, and dozens of 
churches have been built under Imesch's watch to handle the growing 
membership. He also made his mark on the national scene in his 
leadership roles with the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
tackling such issues as women's rights in the church and the role 
Catholic parents of gays should play in their children's lives. 

In the minds of many. however, Imesch's lengthy term as bishop will be 
tainted by the sex abuse scandal and his response. Though some of the 
sex abuse occurred in decades past, Imesch's handling of the victims as 
they came forward, his lack of empathy and his unwillingness to 
confront the priests and isolate the problem are part of the betrayal felt 
by the faithful. 

It's possible future revelations about abuse - again, some dating back 
for decades - will continue for some time. If some of the priests 
accused in the revelations are still in active ministry, the new bishop 
must move swiftly to ensure that investigations are conducted and, more 
importantly, that the safety of church members - especially children
is not compromised. 
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Abuse suits continue 

• Joliet Diocese: Three new plaintiffs target priests 

By Ted Slowik 
STAFF WRITER 

JOLTET - The Roman Catholic Diocese of Joliet was hit with three more lawsuits 
Thursday, all filed by men alleging they were sexually abused by priests when they 
were altar boys and students at the Cathedral of St. Raymond. 

Two of the men allege they were molested by the Rev. Larry Mullins, and the third 
cites sexual abuse by the Rev. Anthony J. Ross. 

This brings the number of lawsuits pending against the diocese to at least nine, 
including one class-action. At least three other suits were dismissed on statute of 
limitations grounds before an appellate court ruled that decades-old allegations of 
abuse could continue when victims didn't fully understand the harm caused unti l 
later in life. 

One of the three new plaintiffs, lieges Mullins' abuse 
included an incident at bis family's home. The lawsuit said the parents had asked 
Mullins there to talk to another son, - who previously has filed suit 
alleging sexual abuse by Mullins. 

"Mullins had been invited 
by plaintiffs unwitcing 
parents to assist in 
counseling plaintiffs 
younger brother 
Christopher, who was 
himself also being sexually 
victimized by Mullins," the 
new suit states. 

Fehrenbacher and another 
man identified only as 
Benedict Doe also allege 
that Mullins fondled and 
molested them on several 
occasions at the school, in 

..-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--. 

Silver Cross Hospital is 
proud to be one of 
the Top 100 Hospitals 
in the nation* ~ 

call (815) 740 1100 ·-..-

·~.., "'- 1211. J-oltloo Sol- 100 Top 
-ildh. ~ 8-Jo-l. "' S-..P\tc!J. ~
.. loada~-Ji....ah-.i.-,,... .. t.., .. -
lnl-•c-1.Yeol~.~,,._ 

www.silvercross.org 
THE WAY YOU SHOULD BE TREATED 

1200 MAPlE ROAD, JOLIET 

the sacristy of the church and most frequently in Mullins' private quarters at the 
rectory at St. Ray's. 

"The predatory culture at St Raymond is well-documented," said Joliet attorney 
Michael Bolos, who is representing the three men. 
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The third new plaintiff says he was abused by Mullins, reported the incident to 

Ross and ended up being abused by Ross at a parish in Itasca after the priest served 
alcohol to the boy. 

"Unfortunately, while fleeing the clutches of one predator, he unknowingly leaped 
into the hands of another," Bolos said. 

The man is identified by the fictitious name Adam Doe in the suit. He told his story 
to The Herald News in 2002, and Ross publicly admitted to the abuse and apologized 
to the man and his family. 

After the incident, Ross wrote letters to the then-17-year-old boy from a California Thi 
treatment center for priests who had sexually abused minors. In the letters, Ross 
asked the boy to take pictures of himself naked, and sent the boy a Valentine's Day Ma: 
card. 

"This was so cute. You were the first special little guy I thought of. With lots of 
love, Fr. Ross," a handwritten note says on the card. 

The boy's parents discovered the letters and confronted Joliet Bishop Joseph 
Irnesch in 1983. Upon completing treatment for pedophilia, Ross, however, was 
assigned by Imesch to three more parishes in DuPage County over the next 10 years. 

In 1993 the man confronted Imesch himself and demanded that Ross no longer 
serve as a priest and continue to pose a threat to children. Imesch responded by 
transferring Ross to the Diocese of Santa Rosa, Calif., where the priest served as a 
prison chaplain until the man went public with his story in 2002. Ross' work in 
California included closed-door sessions with juveniles at a detention center. 

Each suit seeks more than $50,000 in damages. 

Both of the accused clerics remain priests, though they may not wear the Roman 
Catholic collar, say Mass in public or identify themselves with titles such as 
"Reverend" or "Father. " 

At last word, Ross had appealed to the Vatican to be removed from administrative 
leave and reinstated as a priest in good standing. Mullins is executive director of 
Independent Electrical Contractors, a trade association based in the Washington, 
D.C.-area. 

- Contacl Ted Slowik at (815) 729-6053 or at tslowik@scnl.com. 

03103106 

Find 
Schi 

s 

c1ass1 
TODA 

•County 
tests 

•Graffiti i 

- -------------------- --------- •Ruckus 
housing 

•Abuse! 

• Go fort 
limerick c 

• Senate 
district 

•Is work 
Then pla· 

http://www.suburbanchicagonews.com/heraldnews/top/4_1_J003_LAWSUIT_Sl.htm 3/3/2006 



NO. 361 

(100388 

, -

( 



MISC. RECORDS RECEIVED FROM THE DIO~CESE OF J01JET ON 7 -2$.-.:t~ 
MISC. RECORDS. OF BISHOP IMESCH 

~ Jioca'/Wo 
"i;,i! 

, a haystack. And itW°ohldseem- aekriOWJedge how-severely you 
They arefedup with priests ingly be easier fut~ ¢imel to baveletus down. · · .. 

whotakeadvantageofchildren: '·passthroughthat~e'seye · ~tnow,bowev~plansare 
They're fed up with being keptitl tbanit would beforyou to re- already said to be in placeJOryou Fromp~Al 
the darkforthe~st quarter-car stOre confidence fi!.your leader- to retire this swnmer amid a big 

"When.;wehearsucbanugly ~abouttheQiii:ysecretof .• · ~oftheJolietGhtu:cli. cele~rati,onofpompand.pa_~ 
and troubling story," he said.qui- pnest abuse. They're fed up that . .. The people who contacted me ry, J,}ishop, we already feel~ 
etli, 4iow do we respond? ~ their bishop hilshed up repo~= vJere dear, BiShop. Your reasons, '~rot blin(llytruStlntyou to_ 

... "Wlien.we learn another]oliet. abuses and ShUttled predator · explanations, ratrorializations, protect: ourchildrell fram,hario. 
priest was removed yesterday priests to newfueding grounds excuses and backhanded apolo- We feel like stooges for believing 
irom ministry in Peoria due to in other parishes. giesJor the wayyoq. handled the you wouklalways be~ and 
abuse aJlegafions, bow do were- They're fed up with promises priest abuse problem qo.n'tmat- honestwith us. If you choose to 
spond? When we continue to of reform that don't work and termucb anymore. Your admin- go otltwith fanfare and.iire-
hearso many of these stories, haven't J;>een fullowed by church istration of the focal Church has wo.ri{s, you11 be practi~rub- . 
h~nvdoV{e.respond?" . officials.They'refeduptbattheir becomeanabysmalfai1ure,And biogournosesinit. · · '<! 

The priest seemed to be.ask- • tno,ney _:and tJlemoney donat- they want you to leave. • .Do t$e right thifig forus;'Bish-
ing the questioh rbetoricallY. But ed by their parents and grand- Now. -0p. Leave now. . 
as I sat there, I began thinking parents-is being used to deal 'As long as you remain in Do itfor the people in the 
aboutthefeedbackfdgotten withlegalpro1>Iemscausedby charge,Bishop,theycannottrust pews.Fortheladieswhocook 
:from the column.And I felt like priest perv~. They're fed up thatthe priestal>use-problem is the-spaghetti dinners and the 
standing up and shouting the an- that many victims who come for- ~d them. . UShers who weartheiJl..fitting 
swer at]pm. _ ·ward to report~use have their Do you think it's a coincidence blazers.For the guys Who give 

Our response is this, Fat.l}er. . stories at:t,acked and motives that each new day ~ems to bring up their free time to coach,our 
We people in the pews are fed up. questioned by insensitive cburch ., more disclosures about past kids' Sports teams. Fortbe 

• When I wrote aboutmy hist;o:. authorities. . abuses? Jn my e-majl box. there women who polisli thecD.alices 
rywitli Father Ruffalo, I was con- But most of aQ, Bishop, the .are afleast seven siqeening sto- and lauilder the altar linens~ 
fident readers and the Catholic people in the pews are simply fed ries of priestmol~tation that Do itror the parishioners who 
com.munifywould support me. up with you. have yet to be reported. If these tend the church gardens and 
But the .response far exceeded They're fed up that you haven't people believed the problem bad mow the rectory's grass. FOI"the 
anything I could've ever imag- respected theµ>. by admitting been cUred once and for all. they ajngers in the choir and th~ jalli-
ined. In. the days after the eol- · your perso~airesponsibilitr in ~might be able to::firidpeace with tOrs Who sweep our schools.-Fo.f 
umn. was.,PUblisbed, I received . messing uptlieir church. And their secrets. Instead, your con- the teacl!ers, the bingo1mmber-
250 e-mails. they're fed up that you don'tre- . tinuing presence at the hehn of callers and the men who dig our 

Every single one of them sup- spect them enough to resign and the diocese breeds anger that families' graves. 
ported.my decision to write so let them get on With the task of compels them to tell theirstories Do itforthegood priests who 
franklyaJ:>out my experience. rebuilding some semblance of and add their voices to the cho- liveunderthe cloud of doubt and 

The ~es came from a trust in them!)titution they 1ove. rus against 10u. . suspicion createdby-yourfailures. 
wide ¢trum Of people. Some I have to admit, Bish9p, I was · Just like I did. . Do,itfurthe parents Whose 
were from friends and former;-,,· somewhat sumrised by the · -- Yourretiremen~~e isdraw- childi-en werentpCQ~tedfrom 
classmates.of mine. Some were amountof<ingeybumingin · ing near, Bishop.AD.das~our ham!. 
:from prle$ts and nuns.But the · those e-mails.1 asswned there tenure draws to a c ose, I believe Do itforthose parenf:s' children. 
bulkwa5 from people fd never would be a percentage ofreadets we local Catholics Deed an im- We,. the people, are the real 
met-scoresoflocalCatholics. whowouldsteadfastlydefend · portantgesturefiOmYQu. Cburi:h,Bishop. Wewere:here 
~are extremely troubled by you. Butifyou're thinking you · We need you tn1eave µow. long:!>e[oreyou (;(UlleAndwe'll 
the state of their church. still maintain a healthy core of We need to know the ~late of s1:ill be pere long afteryou're. 
~oshynlers el(pressed sot~· support among area Catholics, "'y-0urfailed stewardship of our ~ gon~ - ~to dean ap.tp:e · 

:rowabout:wbat bad hap~ned to the message$ }received tell me .clitifcb has been W@ed clean so mess you left us. . · 
me. ~f'Oid me they were ·. · you're seriousIY plisreading the 'weean move into thefuttire with Do t:Q.e rightthingfor~ Bish-
~i>r me and otherviCtiri:is room. : confidence the statqsquo won't op Imesch. Do it now. 
ofpriestabuse. . Outoftbatfloodof e-mails,~ be tolerated anymore. We need 

Butasf read tbrough the flood actly one person defended you. to know the days of excuses and 
of messages,lnoticed a recurring Of the many people who talked embairassmentare over. 
theme,At1easthalf tbe writers · to me personally: or by phone, no . _ If would help us iµost of all. 
weren'toontentto simply,rela:y'~ one pleaded your case. Callers to . -Bishop, if you would leave in 
fuwworl!Sofsup,POrt. lnstea<t , , the Daily Soti:thtown offices ex.- . ' q~ contrition, shewing us you 
they too1ftlie o_pportunitytoex- pressed ovenvnehning support ' 
press theinmger, especiallywith for my coJumn and its call for 
JolietB"IShOp J(>seph Imesch: ' your resignation. 

Yes,Bisbop Imescb, the~ · At this po~:fuiding any base 
pie in the pews are req up.Afid I of supportforyou appears to be 
wantto.ten you what they are akin to lookitigtortheneedle in, 

$_ 

Tim Placker is a Daily 
Southtown columnist and 
music teacher who lives~fn 
Joliet. He may be r~<ielietl at' 

, timplacher®yahoo.t1Jtii. ~ .. ' 



.-

( 

Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 
Released April 2014 

NO. 363 

(J0039U 



RANDY 
CHAPMAl'l 

Pu basher 

Blu, W!MlltscuS • 
. "' 'Mli.naginti &titot" 

N1cKREIHER 
Editorial l':lge Editor 

~Tr CAPPJlWl'll 
City li<Ulor 

Photo Editor 

JANiARsEN 
Fe-~~ Editor 

. .:i':\ 
:D1cKGO$S 
~Editor 

Pollirumlace. 

;:u-; :::0 •. ·~ 

*~ ~ "' e-m!'lil.Jetters'to: Her,atdNe*~s;.1.~ol)j () 
Archived content and a c<lmplete listing of 01ficial&.avc&b1e at • 

sul>11rbam:hica,,"Onew$.~~inions ::::0 
~- l:L..... m 

.. 0 
0 
::::0 . ·c 

, ...... #I.A, /'"'. ~··v.~ ·, ·,.,11 ... L~ ••, · - ., • • r~· "'~':!;J'"' f ',,., l'i' .. .... , ' en 

New bishop maY h~lp h~al chfirch~~:~:,~ 
' • • • '" l.I . _, ·~~ •l• !:!! 

S 
ometinie in the coming' heal the dee;W~l!nds caµs~ by' .. , ' Las Vega~: Wh~fi:uw'. onrted of ' to convface hi.·s fell6~ CatlioUcs ' •• rft'.t)le~i~ds.oi~.~f !Jo~e~ I,<· 
months, the Vatican will the immoral acts ofs9me of the or· Placher's column, Imesch that he ls their servant, that their !!l", Imesch's lepgtby ~rm as '··-
appointa new bishop for dained members of the clergy over seemed more concerned abo.ut spiritual needs are of his utmost !>ishop will be lain. tecfby l:he s~. m 
the Diocese ofJoliet The a period of several years and the himself than about Placber and concern. His rop priority needs to abuse scandal and his respons[> C 

decision comes at an especially negligentoversightofa supervisor, the horrendous tale be kept be an acknowledgment of past Thoqgh S?me of t)le sex abuse~ ~ '11 
crucial time for the diocese, when Imesch, who often.failed to re- locked inside ofhimsel(for de· mistakes and the implementation occurred m decades past, ~ .,., 
some ofits members have lost· spondi.n the ~tiutere$1S ofloyal ca<les. "It sound~ like he wants to of a strong policy regarding the " ~esch's ~andling ~{th~ v:lcf - ~ 
faith in th~ir ~.llrre_nt1eader be- . chui;ch tnem?ers. 'J;hese are /:' _ %i:i\car ~ rtatj~~·"}mesch.saia. , ·handliqg of aiwab~~e iiJlega,tlons as. ~iey1 camde 1f~tW'!·f<t·" ,ii'1~i~.\~~k . . 9 
cause of his liandling of se,xual woundssuffCrednotonly by the ' Such msehs1tiV1ty is typical of that come forward m the future. eTpat 1Y ah 11s t~nwi mg~es, . 5 
abuse allegations against priests. victims of sexual abuse but by the lmescb'il baJ1dling of sex abuse al- In many aspects, fueDiocese f otco:r<>nt i~e pne. sls. and;~·~ .:.::.i 

That cUITent bishop, Joseph Catholic faithful, whose trust in legations, as readers of the South- of Joliet bas done well by a e e pro em are !?art 0 ~ ~ 
Imesch, turns75onJune21. their church's leadership has been town have come to learn in the Imesch.As the area has grown, be~~ fe!~J>Y ~e~thful. . X 
That's the age by whic~ bis~ops rocked in ~tyears as allegation pasl!ew years. Placher's column the number of C~tholics bas in· about ~b:!~ .:_a::,~~!~~ nJ 
are request~d'to SUbllUt t)lelr after allegation bas come forth. was 111 Pllrtprompted by the re- creased, and dozens Of churches "i back for decad S -,-:WiJI C~ o~-
resignatiOUS lo·the Vatican,- "' ,, ~ast mMtPI our co)leagueTun lease.ofa deposjtl~n la$1. Augu~tin , have .beel! built u°'geriinesch's "· :ueJol'sOn1e tiin: Itsoll!e 1>f , _ 
Irn~sc,h, in f'a-C~, has asked the ' Plachet_wrotea po~rful, gut- " which Imescll a#i..ttedhe di<!Jl't Watch to h~ndle the growing'. "'the priests aC<;used.iti.the revela• Q 
Vatican to begm the search for wren. ch mg column in the South· remove some pnests from their membershq>. He a. lso made his . tions are still in active minis~ 0 
bis successor, who will lead a di- town in which_he courageously ministries even when provided mark on the national scene in his the.new bis bop must moveswi 
ocese that includes Will, DuPage recounted how, as a teen, he was with credible evidence ofabuse ·teadership roles with the Nation· Jy to ensure tha~ investigations ~ 
and five outlying counties, seA-ually abused by a manipula· and other improprieties. lmesch al Conference of Catholic Bish· are con,ducted and, more impof;I: "' 

Tue.Vatican, we trust, takes no UveJoliet dioc~san priest -'an has tried to ~efend. bis actions QY ops, tackling such issues as . , . . tahtly, tl~at the $afety of churcJO l'q 
aQ)lO~entµglitly.. ~utiJ? ~~ ~ . evil s~emet,-Wb9 fr~e~to l[\re itn· ·. saying l~e w;is ~~IYjrig on the Jud~- wo~e~'s rights ~.t~e cJu~rch , ~ · . 1tmep1b~rs ";";,espec.i~IY ~~#Qre!~f 0 
ofl.heJoliet(ij.ocese, 1tfaces a par- · de raged young men with at ten· , · ro~t of therapists-who were at- - and the tole Catholic parents of .:..,,.J!i not colnprolmi;ed, ..r!o-. ' , "'ti 
ticularly ponderous challenge. tion and with en,ticing favors, in· tempting to treat the priests. gays sho11ld play in their chil~ . . ' ~ n':::;: 
Rome must find a bishop who can eluding alcobQl-swilling trips to The new bishop of Joliet needs dren's lives. · - The Daily Southtow11 .151 C... 
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· Feeling guilty? · -~ · .. 

t 
Now that the junior college 

apartments are a failure, where 
arethefriendsofthecollege 
who, just a few years ago, 
claimed they were interested 

'. in.the image of t,he school? 
: Nowthattheirpetprojeethas 

torn down the itnage of the col
lege, they are all strangely si
lent Why is that? Guilt? 
Joliet 

c Giv.e priests a chanee 
Tixµ Placher, you·r~ assum

ing that all people in the pews 
are fed up with Bishop Imesch. 
Do not use the word "We" when 
writing your articles, instead 
you should be using the word 
"l" In our justice system, peo
ple are innocent until proven 
guj]ty and unfortunately; these 
accused priests are guilty now 
until proven innocent Why not 
give them the opportunity to 
prove themselves? 
Plainfield 

White elephant 
'.Ole JolietJuniorCollege's 

white elephanthi:tsr.eared its 
head again. It was a white ele
phant.from the start. Now 
they want to waste money on a 
rope game and it's ridiculous. 
I'm not going to pay for .it.I 
hopeJJC's board-wear.sit 
proudly around their ~eek as a 
b~ w)lite elephant. · 
Channahon 

Nowaming 
In regards to the letterfrom 

Patrick Shannahan for criticiz-. 

The~ commeulsare 
calld e(linions and do Ml 
necessarily reflect the tiews 
of The Herald News. -Openl.jlie 
is a fOnlnl for conmunlty , 
di~. ConBoents should ' 
be ~ .... as opiniea and n0t " 
necessarily as fact. 

::> 

ingTun~her, I felt outraged 
that he thinks a 17-year-old 
should have known the score. 
Teens now know a lot more 
than teens knew years ago. 
Teens have computers, movies 
and TV thatshow and talk · 
about everything. Years ago, 
the clnJrdi kept things so hid
den, parents never thought to 
educate and waro theircbil
drenabOutpedophiles. Even , 
the pru::ents were naive, we. 
trusted the church.At 17, a bOy 
is far.from being a man. It has 
been stated in psychology arti
cles that:a teenage brain is not 
fully developed until they are in. . 
their mid-ZOs. It is becaase of 
peopleiilre Patrick t\lat we are 
so judgmental and people keep 
secrets and are afraid to come · 
forth when something so de
plorable happens to them. 
Crest Hill 

Blaming the wrong man? 
How sad thatMr. Placher 
blames our biSliop for an al
leged sexual abuse he said 
happened to .hiffi many years 
ago even tho~n he never in
formed the bishop. If this 
abuse really did happen, 
Placher should first blame the 
priest then blmself for not re
porting it. Why didn't he go to 
the polic~, ~I!arents, other 
clergy members or the bishop 
at that time? Now he comes 
out publicly in two newspaper 
articles and attacks our bish
op for taking no action on an 
alleged offen$e he was never 
faformed of. Something is 
wFong b,ere. ,This doesn't 
make sense. 
Joliet 

OpenLine cidls will not be 
used ifthe callerfails to leave 
a hometown. Callers also are 
reminded that attacks on pri
vate individuals or business
es will not be ·printed. 
Obscenities and rocial slurs 
also will Mt he a«ej)ted. 

SUPER SAVER CINEMA 
JOLIET MALL • . 
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l'ain can cloud objectivity 

A
s a lifelong reader of 
The Herald News, I 
now take pen in hand 
to express my con

cerns about Tim Placher's re
cent article, "A man's call for 
Imesch to leave now." 
My grievance, let me 
point out, is not with 
Placher himself, but 
with the paper. In my 
opinion, the paper 
has exercised a con
siderable lack of judg
ment in allowing this 
article to be printed. 

. . -

prism of his own abuse and, 
likewise, viewing Joseph 
Imesch's nearly three de
cades of faithful service to 
the people of Joliet solely 
through the prism of that cri-

sis. 
It is Placher's own 

business that he did 
not report his abuse 
until after the death 

~ of the alleged abuser. 
.... ~ Those of us who have 

not suffered abuse 
cannot dare fault him 
for his decision. 

Imagine a black 
man had been at
tacked by white men 
anr1 as a result, 

Jeff 
Childers 

However, his anger 
at Imesch seems to 
be an irrational dis
appointment that he 

s< views all white 
men with contempt. 
We would both understand 
and sympathize with the 
man's prejudice; however, we 
would not consult this man 
regarding racial policy, inas
much as he has through his 
deep hurt lost the ability to 
be objective. 

So it is, I fear, with Plach
er. I cannot begin to imagine 
the pain, humiliation and 
anger felt by Placher as a vic
tim of sexual abuse at the 
hands of a priest. I do not 
hold his anger and his inabil
ity to be objective against 
him. Nevertheless, he has 
shown his lack of objectivity 
in that he is viewing the en
tire abuse crisis through the 

did not act on a case 
of which he had no 

knowledge. Again, we cannot 
but sympathize with Plach
er's pain-born irrationality, 
but we must question the 
judgment of The Herald 
News for giving that irratio
nality a place in the public 
square. 

It is by no means inappro
priate to be .critical of the ac
tions of a bishop. However, 
Imesch's motives are contin
ually assaulted in the pages 
of this paper. While he has 
never been anything but 
compassionate and apologet
ic about mistakes he admits 
to have made, it seems many 
in the media expect him to 
have retroactively known 

more about psychology than 
psychologists: Claiming that 
psychologists of the 1970s 
and 1980s believed predato
ry sexual behavior to be cur
able and claimed to have suc
cessfully treated many of
fending priests is not, as the 
paper makes it sound, a hol
low excuse. On the contrary, 
it is an honest answer to a le
gitimate question. 

There is a dangerous 
lynch-mob mentality afoot, 
which desires to see accused 
priests presumed guilty no 
matter how spurious the 
sources of the allegations. 

Rather than cater to the 
shifting waves of public opin
ion, Imesch has taken the 
higher road, following the 
biblical instructions of St. 
Paul to the young Timothy: 
"Do not accept an accusation 
against a presbyter unless it 
is supported by two or three 
witnesses. Reprimand pub
licly those who do sin, so that 
the rest also will be afraid" (1 
Timothy 5:19-20). 

For nearly 50 years, Joseph 
lmesch has been a dedicated 
priest, working tirelessly in 
the service of the church and 
the community. The church of 
Joliet and all of the people of 
Joliet have been greatly 
blessed by his service. 

Jeff Childers is a Joliet 
resident. 

NO. 366 
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GUEST VIEW 

Pain can cloud objectivity 

A
s a lifelong reader of 
The Herald News, I 
now take pen in hand 
to express my con

cerns about Tim Placher's re
cent article, "A man's call for 
Imesch to leave now." 
My grievance, let me 
point out, is not with 
Placher himself, but 
with the paper. In my 
opinion, the paper 
has exercised a con
siderable lack of judg
mp-• in allowing this 
ai ~ to be printed. 

prism of his own abuse and, 
likewise, viewing Joseph 
Imesch's nearly three de
cades of faithful service to 
the people of Joliet solely 
through the prism of that cri-

sis. 
It is Placher's own 

business that he did 
not report his abuse 
until after the death 
of the alleged abuser. 
Those of us who have 
not suffered abuse 
cannot dare fault him 
for his decision. 

lmagine a black 
man had been at
tacked by white men 
and, as a result, 
sadly views all white 
men with contempt. 

Jeff 
Childers 

However, his anger 
at Irnesch seems to 
be an irrational dis
appointment that he 

We would both understand 
and sympathize with the 
man's prejudice; however, we 
would not consult this man 
regarding racial policy, inas
much as he has through his 
deep hurt lost the ability to 
be objective. 

So it is, I fear, with Plach
er. I cannot begin to imagine 
the pain, humiliation and 
anger felt by Placher as a vic
tim of sexual abuse at the 
hands of a priest. I do not 
hold his anger and his inabil
ity to be objective against 
bi""' . Nevertheless, he has 
~ 'n his lack of objectivity 
in that he is viewing the en
tire abuse crisis through the 

did not act on a case 
of which he had no 

know]edge. Again, we cannot 
but sympathize with Plach
er's pain-born irrationality, 
but we must question the 
judgment of The Herald 
News for giving that irratio
nality a place in the public 
square. 

It is by no means inappro
priate to be critical of the ac
tions of a bishop. However, 
Imesch's motives are contin
ually assaulted in the pages 
of this paper. While he has 
never been anything but 
compassionate and apologet
ic about mistakes he admits 
to have made, it seems many 
in the media expect him to 
have retroactively known 

more about psychology than 
psychologists.· Claiming that 
psychologists of the 1970s 
and 1980s believed predato
ry sexual behavior to be cur
able and claimed to have suc
cessfully treated many of
fending priests is not, as the 
paper makes it sound, a hol
low excuse. On the contrary, 
it is an honest answer to a le
gitimate question. 

There is a dangerous 
lynch-mob mentality afoot, 
which desires to see accused 
priests presumed guilty no 
matter how spurious the 
sources of the allegations. 

Rather than cater to the 
shifting waves of public opin
ion, Imesch has taken the 
higher road, following the 
biblical instructions of St. 
Paul to the young Timothy: 
"Do not accept an accusation 
against a presbyter unless it 
is supported by two or three 
witnesses. Reprimand pub
licly those who do sin, so that 
the rest also will be afraid,, (1 
Timothy 5:19-20). 

For nearly 50 years, Joseph 
Imesch has been a dedicated 
priest, working tirelessly in 
the service of the church and 
the community. The church of 
Joliet and all of the people of 
Joliet have been greatly 
blessed by his service. 

Jeff Childers is a Joliet 
resident. 

(J0039 
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Hospital nileded 
_ My husband and tare resi
dents of Plainfield. We support 
the expansion of Edward Hos-

. pita! in our town since we feel 
~e need a fully equipped hos
pital in ourarea. Right ~ow, we 

~ ~ . 

tliis nonsense. Filling up ~pty objecti'Vity is a concern when 
land with over1y dense, mega- assessing his opinion on an 
subdivisions is not progre~)t's issue; perhaps Childers should 
time to say n,o~and at the .very havC'been a little-more forth-
1east, dr.istic3Ily increase mini· comfug abouthisown objectiv-
mum lot size requirements. ity before commenting on 
DaweKeb · mine. , 
Joliet . Childers is q6tmerely a "Jo: 

p 
c 
~ 
$ 
c 

' - have to ttavel to,ofar and too 
Jong to go to a hospitat to re
ceive the care our aging bod
ies need. We feel we have been 
freated unfairly by our state 

llet resident," as the tagtfue on_ 
Don't feed the gorilla hi$recentcolunur!lugge8ted.ln · i 

'This is regarding the article fact,ChildersisaresidentofF"iat t 

' l 

"Wal-Mart foes loose in court~ House, a facility o£theJolietDi- t 
plib1ished on Marc}) 15. ocese for men stugying for tlie 

· goverllln~ntwhen wewere the 
.first to as!{ for a hospital after 
which everybody else came 
out of the woodworkasking for 
ihe same thing in their area. 

• We have been ignored due to 
obvlous political reasons-not 
reasons based on people's 
needs. 

We strongly feel tnat the 
open freemarketshould·be al
lowed to function in tliis state 
instead of allowing costly out
dated artificial restraints be 
affixed to the health care sys· 
tern which drives up every-

. body's costs. 
ThanK:you for listening. I sin

cerely hope that our government 
'"'Will too or else what need do we 

have for agove,rnmentthat taxes 
us but refuses to listen to us. 
Bill and carol Seydel 
Plai11/Ml4 

Day after day, week.: after prie$thood. tle intends to 'be'
week, 1 read stories ia·tbe comeaJolietpriest. 
news and listen to even more How do I knowthis?Tbein
stories on the radio aboutpeo- formation is all d1sclosed on 
pie, such asR~GAL (Respon- his.JlersonalWeb::$ite, wbiehis, 
sfble Economic Growth wberelfirst sawiil.s comm:en
around Lockport), w·ho dill· taryaooutme. tfinditinterest
gently attempt to stop Wal- ing that Childers. di~ no.,t 
Mart, the retail gorilla, from include this infonnat1on m the 
moving into their neighbor- column he senrto 'fhe Herald 
~oods. There are even more News for publication. I also . 
-stories in the news regarding find :rt interesting that, imme
Wal-Mart's Unfair labor prac- diately after his piece ran Jn 
tices and the untold nation- the paper, a J.!hotograph 9f 
wide lawsuits the gorilla bas Childers posing ~th Bishop 
against it as·a result. Imesch was removed from an-

What's very-sad to point out other one of his sites. ~ 
here people, is: Youjusldon'tget Childers is, of course, free 
it! There is no stopping Wal- to write whatever he likes 
Mart. ~ about roe. But if he wants to 

Pleasedon'tlooktoyoutlocal question my objectivity, it 
governments lo help; there's far would be nice if be would tell 
too much tax revenue involved readers enough information 
for your: local government to about himselUor them to ac

.,'Yhole heartedly attempt t~;stop cord the proper vtejght to b1s 
Time to say no the gorilla. There's simply noth· own biases. 

The Herald News recently iogthatcan be done. Oris there? Since you're studying for the 
(March 10) published an arti· Yes! Yes! There is something priesthood, Childers, you'd be 
cle about the 2,400-unlt that can be done. Stop feeding wise to realize~eople are sick 
"Grande Par.k South" develop- the gorilla 7 1t's the onlywayl . and· tired of church person~el 
mentthatisproposedforPlain· Bul it'.11 never happen. The being less than truthful with 
field. It was hard not to notice same peoplewboworked fostop them.At this point, it appears to 
that one of the Plainfield trust- the gorilla will soon be spending me you're well on your way t-0 
ees referred to the proposed . money in tlie very store they becoming anoth.er part of the 
development as the "most: • :worked to keep away.,Why? pr-0blem.rather than part of the 
imaginative'' that he has seen, 'First, it'll be beea11se they can solution. 
because apparently, !he con- sa\'e a buck or two. 'Then, they'll Tm Placher 
servation and green. space as· beforced to shop there because Joliet 
pects oHhe proposal were thegorillahascausedtheo~er • 
;more than wl\atwas expected. 1,?usinesses t6 move out, or sun- Pr9,blem solvtng 
Yet the article tontinues on to ply fold up. Since our government is 
say that this same proposal You will. admit it. You'll prob· such a great subsidizer, 1t 
contains 150 more homes than ably wear a bi~ ha~ anq dark should help someone (not a po
the trustees would have .glasses to avoid being re.cog- litical friend) start a business 
liked. .nized by your fellow REGAL andhireevacueesfromKattiha 

Given the traffic and school members. Butyou'll shop there and train them to control the 
conditions throughout the en- nonetheless. . ports. Several problems could 
tire area, bow can any of our The part of this whole Wal- be$olved at one time. 
'community leaders possibly see Mart thing that really scares me l.om+t Pailley 
'a 2,400-unit dt:velopxp.ent as, in ~ts Wal-Marti~ the world's latg- Joliet. · 
~any way, "imag1na~ive," espe· esttetailer and80 percentoftl~e 
'cially when it adnuttedly con- products they sell are made m 
ta in~ 150 more homes than even China - a communist country 
tJ1eywould like? -. w:ith nuclear aspirations. 

( 

i 
J 
I 

't,:l,. 
You cali't help but-wonder if ;Think about t\lat th~ ne:xt 

any comm.unity leaders •n the time you <ledde to feed llie go· 

t 

I· 
f 

area ever travel our roads or rilla. 
visit our schools. ln case they iren Yanko Sr. 
haven't, I'd like to e-xplain to Joliet 
them that even no\V'OUr.roads n rt f th bl 
·are so choked with cars that ' "'• O e pro em 
traveling through many of our I read with interest the re· 
towns often becomes a night· cent OpenLine praising Jeff 
.niare. And all of the.develop- Childers (M;;rch 16) forpoint
ments·ar.e already filling our ing out my supposed lack of 
schools so quickly thatwe can't -objectivity in my columi;i about 
build more of them fast Joliet Bishop Joseph Imescb 
enough. and his ~a:.ndling o! the ~rie~t 

1t's time to say no to some of -abuse crisis. Well, if a w~1ter s 

NO. 368 

(100395 



MISC. RECORDS RECEIVED FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET ON 7-25-1l>agNOlf 3369 
MISC. RECORDS OF BISHOP IMESCH 

Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 
Released Apnl 2014 

Natalie Bayci 

From: Sr. Peg Ivers [srpeg@stdaniel.org] 

Sent: Monday, March 13, 2006 12:13 PM 

To: Natalie Bayci 

Subject: Fw: Re: A Response 

A Good Morning, Natalie! 

(100396 

I am forwarding a copy of my e-mail to and his response to me. Please give 
this to the Bishop. My prayer is that they can have a good conversation. Tell him to let me 
know how I can be of support to him> 

Let me know if both of these do not get thropugh. 

Thanks, 

Peg Ivers 

-------Original Message-------

From: 
Date: 03/12/06 13:01 :16 
To: srpeg@stdaniel.org 
Subject: Re: A Response 

Dear Sr., 

Yes, I have called to arrange a meeting with the bishop. I expect to see him this week. 

As for my supposed pain, you vastly overestimate my personal issues with it. Ugly things 
happen to lots of people. You deal with it and get on with your life. I did. I blame one priest 
for what happened to me. I don't blame my parents, my teachers, or the rest of the St. 
Ray's community. I also don't blame the bishop for what happened to me. 

But I do blame the bishop for dropping the ball for so many years on the abusive priests 
that he has systematically obliterated the trust many people accorded the church and its 
leaders. 

Look at it this way. Every individual abuse situation around the diocese was like a little 
brush fire that burned very hot and in a localized area for the affected victims, families , and 
parishes. The people affected believed, I'm sure, that each situation was an anomaly, an 
isolated case. As each fire was extinguished, the affected parties trusted that the bishop 
and his administrators were maiking sure the situation would never happen again. 

3/13/2006 
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But what they didn't know was that there were brush fires springing up all over the diocese. 
So many fires that it became a full-out blaze. But the only person to be in a position to know 
the extent of the fires was the bishop. And he hid it from us until the heat got so hot, the fire 
couldn't be contained anymore. Only then did the extent of it become known to us. 

He was the only one in a postition to know the gravity of the problem. 

In the end, he chose to protect the interests of the priests over the needs of the people. He 
chose the priests as his No.1 priority. It was a mistake. 

He has undermined the trust of the people so severely, that they can't trust him to be the 
one in charge of the problem anymore. His depostion statements are not from 5 years ago; 
they are from last August. He still has blinders on about the severity of the breach of trust. 

I am not hurting over what happened to me. I am mad that 30 years later, I can't trust that 
the problem is finally solved. In my own parish, the bishop and Fr. James Burnett have 
known for several months that someone had made an accusation against him before he 
was removed pending the investigation. Now, I don't know what that investigation will show, 
but I do know that keeping parishioners in the dark for those 3 months appears to be more 
of the same secrecy. Another episode of priests over people. 

I've been writing long enough to know that people who disagree with me are the first ones 
to pick up a "pen" and write to me. There are hundreds of messages praising the stand I 
took. There are about a dozen supporters of the bishop. I know my "survey" isn't scientific, 
but there is a message behind those numbers. The distrust of the bishop is significant and 
widespread. 

Hope that addresses some of your questions. 

-"Sr. ~ <srpeg@stdaniel.org> wrote: 
Dear-

I am so sorry for the pain that you have been carrying with you all these 
years. I cannot imagine what you have experienced. I also am very sorry 
that you have waited so long to deal with this issue. 

Have you talked with Bishop lmesch personally? I have know him for many 
years before he came to Joliet and I cannot imagine that he would 
consciously and deliberately hurt anyone particulary a vulnerable child. 

I will pray that you can give him a call and sit down and have a 
conversation with him. He is a human being and your articles have been so 
hurtful to him. Remember giving hurt when you've been hurt solves nothing. 
I am not really sure even if Bishop lmesch were to leave now which I pray he 
doesn't would solve and eradicate your pain. 

I pray you can contact him personally and begin to heal in that process. 

3/13/2006 
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Insight appears weekly on Sundays 

Soul searching 

Readers react to Southtown columnist Tim Placher's 
account of being sexually abused by priest, and by bishop's 
handling of scandal 

Sunday, March 19, 2006 

By Tim Placher 
Daily Southtown columnist 

After 14 days and 14 nights, the great flood of messages finally 
subsided. 

All told, more than 400 readers e-mailed me to offer their opinions about 
two recent columns detailing my personal experience with an abusive 
Joliet priest, the late Rev. Richard Ruffalo, and my call for Diocese of 
Joliet Bishop Joseph lmesch to immediately resign. 

In the end, virtually all of those who 
wrote were remarkably consistent in 
their views. They were angry and 
disheartened at the damage done to 
their church by its leaders, 
particularly their own Bishop 
Imesch. 

Also in Insight 

Kristen McQueary 
• Fakes in 3rd District? Show me 

After reading their messages, it's clear to me the problem is no longer 
merely priests who molested kids. In the final analysis, the widespread 
and catastrophic loss of trust in the church may wind up being the most 
damaging consequence of the abuse crisis. And writers overwhelmingly 
placed the blame for that breach of trust squarely on the shoulders of 
leaders like Imesch. 

http://www.dailysouthtown.com/southtown/insightldsin.html 3/20/2006 
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Of the scores of people who wrote me, only about a dozen defended (J 0 Q 4 Q -. 
Imesch's actions. I've been writing long enough to know the people who 0 
disagree with me are often the first ones to pick up a pen or sit down at a 
keyboard to vent their feelings. In this case, if Imesch has a broad base 
of supporters remaining, their silence is deafening. 

Today, I offer you a sample of the hundreds of e-mails I received, 
including a dose of the few that took issue with my position. I included 
the writers' hometowns when they were given. I think you'll agree these 
messages paint a sad picture of the mood among area Catholics. 

Our blind and trusting faith in the human element of the church has been 
destroyed by all the reports of abuse with children. We can accept that 
there are bad people in the church. It is the denial and cover-up that is so 
disturbing. 

- Joliet 

Your article calls for Imesch's immediate removal. I applaud that 
concept. For years, my husband and I pledged the Bishop's Annual 
Appeal. In recent years we have stopped contributing. I know there are 
many needs within the Catholic Church and contributions are necessary 
to help its mission. By not contributing to this appeal, I have notified the 
diocese that Bishop Imesch is the reason. Until he is gone, I cannot in 
good conscience give money. It seems that by continuing my donations, 
the message would be, "It's OK." I hope to send a strong message that 
the behavior of the leader of the Joliet diocese is NOT OK!! 

-Mokena 

Ultimately, it comes down to what you said: "We, the people, are the 
real church." The fact that the church is a hierarchy and not a democracy 
does not absolve us of our responsibilities to our community. By staying 
in the church, we, the people of the church, have a responsibility to 
speak up and demand its deep-seated problems be addressed before 
more harm is done. 

- Joliet 

The attacks at the bishop certainly will not start your healing process. I 
was brought up a Catholic just like you. And I was taught (as I am sure 

http://www.dailysouthtown.com/southtown/insight/dsin.html 3/20/2006 
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you were) to forgive and certainly not judge, lest you be judged. Maybe (J 0 0 4 0 l 
if you pray to God to give you the strength to forgive instead of seeking 
revenge you can start your healing process. 

I am a 70-year-old woman who is so angry at the behavior of the 
hierarchy in the Catholic Church. The way our leaders continue to 
handle this situation is appalling! I am angry that the Church has taken 
away from me something I loved so much. For me, they have destroyed 
the wonderful joy and love I felt each time I entered a Catholic church. It 
will never be the same for me. 

I am a church employee who briefly worked with a child-molesting 
priest many years ago. When I contacted the diocese about him in 2002 
to corroborate any charges that might come from the parish where I 
knew him, I experienced first hand, to my utter amazement and deep 
sadness, the reality that bishops continue to set aside all pastoral 
considerations where sex abuse by priests is involved. They act to 
protect their legal and financial bottom line before all other pastoral 
priorities. 

-Chicago 

I agree wholeheartedly with your call for Imesch's resignation. I happen 
to like the man as a person, but his "head in the sand" style of leadership 
has greatly harmed the Diocese of Joliet. 

- Park Forest 

You speak for so many. I, too, know of those who won't come forward. I 
know about the gifts (a car!), the trips (Lake Geneva), the drinking and 
the motives that weren't pure. I saw as a young girl the boys being taken 
from my class to serve the priests. I heard the boys saying, "Don't be left 
alone with Father." I saw the priests with their own "boyfriends." I knew 
they were getting drunk on wine. I never knew how far it went until a 
few years ago. 

-Joliet 

Your message about Bishop Imesch and his abysmal performance as 

http://www.dailysouthtown.com/southtown/insight/dsin.html 3/20/2006 
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bishop of the Joliet Diocese strikes at my heart. I, too, love the church, (I O Q 4 0 2 
but am very angry with Bishop Imesch. I echo your demand that he 
resign, and NOW. But privately, I fear we will get an even worse prelate 
to "lead" us. 

-Naperville 

I haven't lost trust in my bishop and I rue his retirement day. I wish you 
had been at the Cathedral yesterday to hear the applause he received. 
The fact that you haven't heard from others who disagree with you 
doesn't mean we're not here. 

-Joliet 

You expressed my sentiments exactly. I am so angry I can't see straight. 
I have gone from being an over-the-top volunteer, Eucharistic minister, 
lector, former CCD teacher, former director of religious education to 
someone who doesn't attend Mass anymore because I am sick to my 
stomach over the corruption in our church. 

-Villa Park 

I am a parishoner in Glen Ellyn and am now finding it very hard to go to 
church. My kids are 13 and 15 and are active in our church's youth 
group. Our pastor is a good man (maybe?). Our former pastor is a gentle 
man who is kind (maybe?). The problem now is, I don't know who to 
trust. 

- Glen Ellyn 

This Church of ours is sick. I'm 64 years old and a father of three, all 
educated in Catholic schools. For 60 of those 64 years, I can count on 
one hand the number of times I missed Sunday Mass. Since February of 
2002, I've been to one. 

-Chicago 

Several year ago, I was required to attend the training session entitled 
"Protecting God's Children" if I intended to volunteer in any capacity at 

http://www.dailysouthtown.com/southtown/insight/dsin.html 312012006 
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my parish church. I did so, but I went to the four-hour class with a bit of (J 0 0 4 0 3 
a chip on my shoulder, feeling a little like the wrong people were being 
"trained." 

We have read in horror the many priest abuse stories in our diocese and 
one th.ing remained a constant- Imesch! He should have ended this 
string of abuses long ago. We cannot believe that he has the audacity to 
remain the bishop of our diocese. His resignation is LONG OVERDUE. 
Simply put, he is as guilty as the worst offender. 

- Joliet 

Tim, I am a man who is full of rage. You are the first I've heard that 
speaks with the same sense of rage that 1 feel, have felt, about the 
Catholic Church. 

- Orland Park 

I couldn't agree more on asking Bishop Imesch to retire now. I have 
sometimes heard that the news media is picking on the Catholic Church 
and priests. They try to shift the spotlight from the priests and blame it 
on the media. If it weren't for the news media, we Catholics might still 
be in the dark. 

-Chicago 

I am so angry that Joseph Imesch is still the leader of our diocese, I can 
barely bring myself to attend Mass. I read the words that he spoke, and I 
think about priests playing games with young boys while in the nude, 
and he apparently thinks that this is OK. What is wrong with his moral 
compass? If this man has any decency or respect for the church, he will 
leave now. 

I am so ashamed of our religion. I go to church in spite of the priest. 
Bishop Imesch has led such a rich, pompous, protected life that he no 
longer is living in the real world. He loves and thinks only of himself so 
he can't identify with the hurt of the abused, their families, the shame 
they feel. And he is our leader? Where did we go wrong? 

http://www.dailysouthtown.com/southtownlinsight/dsin.html 3120/2006 
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I have taught in the religious education program at my parish for the past 
13 years, and in the past year or so, I have become so disheartened. I 
question whether my continuing to stand in silence amounts to the 
condoning of these criminals. There are so many Catholics who wish for 
Bishop Imesch to step down. Thank you for speaking the truth and 
calling a spade a spade. 

- Naperville 

You are absolutely right -the "Church" is US - not the priests, 
bishops or cardinals who are arrogant enough to think they run it. True 
priests, like Jesus, serve. Unfortunately, they, too, are damaged by their 
sick peers. 

Non-Catholic people must view the "priesthood" as a cult of pedophiles 
protected by the church hierarchy. And, they must view us parents as ill
inforrned idiots who offer their children up to these lowlife pedophiles. 
This entire situation is vulgar, absurd and unacceptable. 

-Lockport 

Confession has not been something I practice much any more. It's been a 
long time, actually, because I don't feel the same about confessing my 
rather little sins to someone who might have sins far worse than mine. 

-Joliet 

We ARE fed up in the pews. I love my religion but am disgusted with its 
so-called "leaders." They took vows of priesthood, but more importantly 
are bound by vows of human decency. They have the responsibility to 
look after their people. Imesch looked away. 

-Lockport 

Your analysis that 250 e-mails speaks for the whole church says 
volumes about how shallow your thinking is. People I talk to don't 
believe there is much that the bishop could have done 30 years ago or 

(f 00404 
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when the mess became public knowledge. His retiring a few months 
early won't change anything, either. Everyone is extremely distressed CJ 0 0 -4 0 5 
about the church letting the many pedophiles into the clergy. We can 
only hope and pray that the selection of young men into the seminaries 
has undergone the revision necessary to stop that invasion of sickness. I 
hope that by now you've seen your picture and byline in the papers 
enough to satisfy your hurt and perhaps your ego. Please let it go and let 
the church do its work. 

I am a priest and a victim as well. I know very well your feelings. I have 
been stating for three years that every bishop, archbishop and cardinal 
who covered up should be relieved of his office, and even 
excommunicated, for the evil they have brought upon the church. I will 
be leaving active ministry in the next month or so because of chronic 
depression. When I was ordained 35 years ago, I never dreamed I would 
be leaving ministry because of the actions (or mis-actions) of bishops. 

On Ash Wednesday, my husband (we're 53 years old) brought home 
beef sandwiches for supper. I said, "What are you doing? There's no 
meat today." He said, "I've had it." And I said, "Oh, the priest thing ... " 
It's basically eating at everyone. Throw the bum (Imesch) in jail." 

-Frankfort 

Do you think Bishop Imesh in all these years has brought nothing good 
to the church? Do you believe that he is incapable of making a mistake, 
even if it is a huge one? I believe that the Bishop did what he thought 
was best for everyone at the time. I believe that he has a very difficult 
job and has done his best. Yes, I think he made a mistake by not 
removing the priests altogether from the church, but I do not think that 
the people of the church are fed up with Bishop Imesch like you are. I 
know I am not. I am sure that you will get more than exactly one person 
saying they do not want to be represented by your words in the 
newspaper. They were harsh, undeserving and incorrect. 

Your article in today's paper is exactly how I feel. Bishop Imesch should 
resign. In my mind, he hasn't truly apologized. Instead, he points his 
finger elsewhere in order to save face. His only way to sincerely 
apologize is to resign immediately. I am a Catholic and I don't know 
how he can face himself in the mirror each day. He cannot be that big a 
fool. But he must think that the people of this diocese are. 

http://www.dailysouthtown.com/southtown/insight/dsin.htrnl 3/20/2006 
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I remember as a child serving as an altar server for Bishop Imesch. He 
was like an idol to me - a man to be respected and looked up to. He 
lived right by my church, so he performed the Masses often. I became a 
favorite altar server and it made me proud that the BISHOP liked me! As 
I have grown older and heard all these stories of him mishandling these 
abuse cases, for myself, I am sad. Sad that the man I so admired as a 
child is such a chump, a wimp, and not the standup man I believed him 
to be. For my children, I am angry. Those priests are men, men who 
should have been punished, not just reassigned. The more I learn of the 
bishop's involvement in this the more I agree, he needs to step down and 
let us move on. Many people agree with you, Tim, and I am one of 
them. 

- Joliet 

I want you to know my response as I read your column. I was pounding 
my feet under my kitchen table, saying, "YES, YES, YES." It's about 
time this was put in print. It's about time the commoner's opinion was 
heard. Our clergy has failed us miserably. But our Church hierarchy has 
perpetrated even worse crimes on "us," the collective members of this 
most loved Church. God help them for all of those they have pushed 
away through their vile actions and their subsequent inability to correct 
these problems. 

- Orland Park 

Catholics should tell Irnesch plainly: I respect the Catholic Church, but I 
don't respect you. 

-Joliet 

Wanna know what I'm fed up with? You. It sounds to me like you need 
some attention. You sure are getting it, aren't you? You disgust me. I am 
NOT defending the Church and I'm especially not defending Bishop 
Imesch, but I am saying you and people like you make me sick. Why 
would you go to the very church where you were abused? Did it give 
you a thrill to have all of those people looking at you? I'm sure it did. I 
think it's time for you to crawl back in the hole you came out of. 

000406 
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I look at the pictw·es from my daughter's baptism and can't help but 
think that the kindly looking priest cradling her in his arms was later 
removed for abuse. You're right - it must end. 

-Joliet 

After reading your story, I was in tears. After reading Bishop Imesch's 
"hurt puppy" response, T wanted to vomit. He is an embarrassment to the 
Catholic community. He should have been removed long ago. 

- Plainfield 

I, too, was an altar boy. There was never anything untoward there, but 
each time I hear the abuse stories, I can't get away from the doubts that 
creep in. Damn them for making me stain my good memories of those 
men who (as far as I can possibly know) were kind and decent." 

(100407 

I cannot imagine the courage it took to make thjs public. I thank you for 
that courage. I can only think of the words of St. John that the truth will 
set you free. As painful as that truth may be, our Church needs to hear it 
all and to acknowledge it all. I am enough of a sinner to know that I can't 
grow in grace until I can honestly look my faults and sins in the face and 
name them. As a Church we need to do the same. 

- A south suburban priest 

My children continue to attend Catholic school. For people who ask, I 
tell them I feel comfortable with my kids in Catholic school because it's 
not the teachers who are the problem. I would never, however, allow my 
kids to go anywhere with any of the priests. I'm just not going to take the 
chance. 

Every ti.me I go to church, I sit there and wonder, "Did he? Didn't he?" 

If Bishop Imesch thinks your coming forward 26 years later with your 
story is a smear campaign, he is more out of touch with reality than I 
previously imagined. It shows how little he truly cares about the victims 
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of sexual abuse, the very people he has consistently tried to blame while 
protecting the evil monsters who have ruined the lives of so many O O 0·4 Q 8 
innocent children. He obviously is more concerned with protecting the 
predators, himself and his status." 

- Chicago 

I am a Catholic and have become so disheartened by the recent 
revelations about pedophile priests, I'm almost ashamed to admit to my 
religion. 

-Burbank 

I felt the anger in me boil at church when they read Imesch's recent letter 
to the parishes. He blamed the psychiatrists for assuring him that 
pedophiles could be rehabilitated. What bull! I don't think our diocese 
can improve until Imesch is gone. 

- Plainfield 

I want to commend you on your bravery and willingness to discuss this 
in the open. I have not been as brave as you to come forward with my 
story of another priest who put his hands on me in an inappropriate 
manner. Every time I pick up the paper to see the headlines of a priest 
sex abuse scandal, I immediately scan the article to see if the name of 
the priest who fondled me appears. Two years ago, I called the Chicago 
Catholic Archdiocese to see if the priest was still practicing. He still is ... 

- Chicago 

Thank you for being brave and emotionally strong enough to present this 
story. I believe that the bishop leans toward protecting the priests and 
not protecting the parishioners as his first priority. He should recognize 
the damage that has been done under his leadership, and the true way to 
accept responsibility for his actions would be to resign. I remain 
convinced that the bishop is a good man at heart and meant no harm. But 
how many good intentions go wrong in this world. This is just one more 
example. 

Tim Placher is a music teacher who lives in Joliet. He may be reached 
at timplacher@yahoo.com. 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

March 2006 

00040f.l 

I am pleased to report that for the period of September 2004 to 
September 2005, our Diocese was found once again to be in compliance with 
the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. An audit 
conducted by the Gavin Group last September verified the efforts the Diocese 
has made and continues to make in maintaining a safe environment for 
children. Details of this report are provided below. 

Let me first say that I regret that this positive news is tempered by two 
recent events, both of which have been previously reported. One is an 
allegation made in February against a priest in the Diocese. The priest has 
been removed from ministry pending an investigation. Also in early February, 
there was detailed coverage of a deposition I gave last summer about events 
that occurred more than 20 years ago. I know that some of my words in that 
deposition have caused pain to many in the Diocese and have hurt our 
Church. For all of the hurt I have caused by my words and decisions, by what I 
have done or ought to have done, I am truly sorry. I ask your forgiveness and 
prayers. 

As of mid-December, 51,239 children in Catholic Schools and Religious 
Education programs had participated in safe environment training. Although 
classes are provided for children and youth, the Diocese recognizes that 
parents are the primary educators of their children. To assist parents in 
fulfilling this responsibility, the Diocese developed a brochure, Parent Guide -
Understanding & Preventing Child Sexual Abuse. It was designed to provide 
parents with information about sexual abuse and ways to keep their children 
safe, as well as to give them suggestions for talking to their children about the 
subject of abuse. This brochure was distributed to parents of school children 
and religious education students, as well as to parents at the Daybreak 
Shelter. It is available at www.dioceseofioliet.org 

Since the implementation of the Charter, more than 66,000 adults in the 
Diocese have attended the Virtus Protecting God's Children program and over 
26,000 adults have undergone background screenings. This is in accord with 
the diocesan policy that prior to beginning employment/volunteer service, all 
individuals involved with minors on a regular, recurring basis, or those who 
would have the opportunity to be alone with children during parish, school or 
religious education-sponsored events are required to present the results of a 
criminal background investigation and proof of attendance at a Protecting 
God's Children program. See www.dioceseofioliet.org for information about 
safe environment requirements. 

During the 2005 audit period (September 2004-September 2005), six 
allegations of sexual abuse were received by the Diocese. Two of these 
accusations were placed against religious order priests, one was against a 
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deceased priest and one against a priest who had already left the priesthood. 
The other two accusations, made against priests in active ministry, were 
determined by the Review Committee to be unsubstantiated. There are no 
credible allegations against any priest in active ministry. 

A total of $129,287 .86 was expended this past fiscal year (July 1, 2004 -
June 30, 2005) on areas related to sexual abuse. This amount included 
$12,222.44 for the USCCB Audit and other administrative expenses; 
$9,050.00 for consultants' fees; $6,050.00 for counseling fees; $17,995.54 for 
the Protecting God's Children program; $278.25 for background screenings of 
diocesan personnel; $79,641.63 for legal fees; $4,050.00 for miscellaneous 
expenses. In addition to those amounts, there was a settlement in the amount 
of $30,000 during the past fiscal year that was paid by our insurance program. 

The Joliet Diocesan website, www.dioceseofioliet.org, will carry a list of 
diocesan priests against whom a credible allegation of sexual misconduct with 
a minor has been made. We have taken this step in the hope of further 
facilitating healing and closure for those who have been affected by the 
tragedy of sexual abuse of a minor. 

Anyone who may have been victimized by a member of the clergy is 
asked to contact Sister Mary Frances Seeley, our Victim Assistance 
Coordinator, at 815-263-6467. The Diocese treats all allegations of sexual 
abuse with a prompt, direct and confidential pastoral response which may 
include counseling, spiritual direction, support groups or other social services. 
I also offer to meet with anyone who has been abused and will do whatever I 
can to help with their healing. When we learn of allegations against priests, 
we notify the States Attorney's office and comply with all requirements of the 
Department of Children and Family Services. 

The Diocese has made great efforts to ensure that children are 
protected from harm. We take this responsibility seriously. Thank you for your 
cooperation and for all you continue to do in helping to keep children safe. We 
can accomplish much together. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. lmesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

000410 
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The following list of names has been prepared in the hope that it will 
further facilitate healing and closure for those who have been 
affected by sexual abuse. It may also encourage others who have 
been sexually abused to come forward. 

Priests listed below have had a credible (substantiated) allegation(s} 
of sexual abuse against them. 

Please send any questions about the list in writing to Sister Judith 
Davies, OSF, Diocese of Joliet, 425 Summit Street, Joliet, IL 60435. 

Persons wishing to report sexual abuse are invited to call the Victim 
Assistance Coordinator, Sister Mary Frances Seeley, OSF, at 815 
263-6467 or to contact DCFS at 1-800-25ABUSE. 
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Sr. Judit h Davies 

From: Peter Barry [peter@pcipr.com) 

Sent: Saturday, April o 1, 2006 11 :41 AM 

To: jdavies@dioceseofjoliet.org; tkerber@dioceseofjoliet.org 

Cc: 

Subject: SUN TIMES, SOUTHTOWN AND DAILY HERALD COVERAGE 

FYI - Sun Times, Daily Sou!h toNn and Daily Herald coverage. 

CHICAGO SUN!flMES 
www.suntimeA,~ 

f!~_c_kJo refil!la.I view 
b.ttp~_www.suntimeS,l'omlout.py.lfrfili.Q.iontcst-nws-joliet01 .html 

Bishop sorry for comments about sex abuse 

April 1, 2006 

( BY ,C_ATHLEEN_FALSAN.l Religion Reporter 

(J00414 

In a letter sent to every parish :n 1he Roman Catholic Diocese of Joliet this week, Bishop Josr!ph lmesch asked 
forgiveness from those who !1a 113 been hurt by his decisions and comments abou1 clergy sexual abuse of minors. 

lmesch's letter, released FriLiay, made reference to a deposition he gave last summer in a lawsuit filed against trie 
Joliet Diocese by a man w '."lo says he was molested by a priest of the diocese, Edward Stefanich, in the 1960s. 

Stefanich pleaded guilty in 198.7 to criminal sexual abuse for molesting a 14-year-oid girl and was sentenced to 
six months in jaiL He has since left the priesthood. 

In the deposition given in Augu~t 2005 but unsealed by a judge in February, lmesch appeared unapologetic for 
not having removed from m i'listry priests about whom he knew there were allegations of sexual abuse with 
minors, includ ing one pn;,,st who went skinny-dipping with boys and played pok1~r with them in the nude. Tile 
bishop sent that priest fur counseling and then reassigned him to another parish, where he was again accused of 
abusing youngsters. 

In the deposition, lmesc~: dismissed the idea of reporting allegations of abuse by one of his ririests to police, 
saying in part, "I'm not gc;:ig io go to the police and say, 'I've got a suspicion that one of my priests is dating a 
young girl.'" 

In his letter to the diocese ti: i~ week, lmesch appears much more contrite. "I know that som~ of my words in that 
deposition have cause<.! pain ~,1 many in the diocese and have hurt our church," lmesch wrote. "For all of the hurt l 
have caused by my wor<~s and decisions, by what I have done or ought to have d01 ~-:! , I am truly sorry. J ask your 
forgiveness and prayers " 

In the same letter. lmesch revealed mat between Beptember 2004 and 5eptember ZOG5, tne Jol!et 01oce5e 
received. six allegations of sexual abuse by priests. Two were against religious order priests (not under the 

4/2/2006 
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~~~g~ijf~94of the diocese), one was against a priest who is deceased, and one was against a priest who has left 

'ihe priest hood. 

Two other accusations against active priests in ministry were brought before the diocese's review committee that 
vets such allegations and were deemed unsubstantiated, lmesch said. 

List of priests to be put online 

From July 1, 2004, to June 30, 2005, the Joliet Diocese spent nearly $130,000 in areas related to clergy sex 
abuse, including nearly $80.000 in legal fees. An additional $30,000 was paid out during the same time period in 
a settlement by the diocese's insurance company, lmesch said. 

lmesch also announced that the diocese would post a comprehensive list of all diocesan priests "against whom a 
credible allegation of S'3xual misconduct with a minor has been made." Thomas Kerber, a ~pokesman for the 
diocese, said he expec~ed that list, which is still being compiled by diocesan officials, to be posted online 1n about 
two weeks at www.dioceseofjoliet.org. 

cfalsan[@stwflme§.com 

Copyright ©The Su~ Times Company 
All rights reserved. This material :nay not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. 

Accused to be named 

lmesch apologizes again; names of some priests accused of abuse to be 
fisted online 

Saturday, April 1, 2006 

By Ted Slowik 

The Joliet Diocese will retease the names of some priests who have been accused of sexually abusing minors. 

The diocese wiil post on :ts Web site the names of "diocesan priests against whom a credible allegation of sexual 
misconduct with a minor has been made," Joliet Bishop Joseph lmesch says in a letter to be distributed in parish 
bulletins this weekend 

A class-action lawsuit filed against the diocese last month seeks to force it to disclose the names of priests 
accused of sexually abusing minors. The bishop's fetter indicates the diocese's list will not inciude the names of 
reltgious order priests who served in the diocese or diocesan priests wtlo wen~ subjected to unfounded 
accusations. 

4/1/2006 



( 

MISOdR600RDS RECEIVED FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET ON 7-25-12Paf40pf $89 
MISC. RECORDS OF BISHOP I MESCH 0 0 0 416 

Redacted February 2014 

~~JA 1tlq,r;J:l~~Q~£rber, a spoke3ma;i for the diocese, said he expected that list. which still is being compiled by diocesan 
e 88bl¥iCi'~ls , to be posted onlir e in about two weeks at www.dioceseofjoliet.org. 

Also in the letter. lmesch says the diocese spent nearly $130,000 on sex-abuse related issues last year, including 
$80,000 in legal fees and $30,000 to settle a claim. The $30,000 settlement was covered by an insurance carrier, 
the diocese said. 

An audit determined thu diocese is compliant with the U.S. Conference of Catholir. Bishops' policies for protecting 
young people from sexual predators, the letter says. 

In the letter, lmesch addresses recent sex-abuse related events within the diocese, including the release of an 
August 2005 deposition in whicn the bishop testified he assigned sofTle priests to parishes after they had received 
counseling because of reported sexual activity with minors. 

In the deposition, which was unsealed by a judge in February, lmesch appeared unapologetic for not having 
removed those priest from ministry, including one priest who went skinny-dipping with boys and played poker with 
them in the nude. The bis~i :.p sent that priest for counseling and then reassigned him to another parish, where he 
was again accused of ab!1SiPg youngsters. 

In his letter to the dioce.:3e this week, lmesch appears much more contrite. 

"I know that some of rn) wore!~ in that deposition have caused pain to many in the diocese and have hurt our 
church . For all of the h,1:t I hava caused by my words and decisions, by what I ha-..~ done or ought to have done, ! 
am truiy sorry. I ask yoLr forgiveness and prayers," !mesch wrote . 

The diocese said six new repor ts that priests had sexually abused minors were received between September 
2004 and September 2~)05. Two claims concerned religious order priests, one involved a priest who has died and 
another was made against a priest who has left the priesthood, lmesch says in his letter 

Two other accusations conce~r.ing priests serving in active ministry were determined to be unsubstantiated, he 
says. 

lmesch also reports that s1n<.:c. the diocese began youth-protection programs aft.er adoption of the bishops' charter 
in 2002, more than 51,000 children in Cathollc schools and religious education programs in the Joliet Diocese 
have participated in "sate·sn~ironment training." 

Also, more than 66,000 3dults '1ave attended youth-protection training programs, a.1d more than 26,000 adults 
who work with children have undergone background checks, he reports. 

"The diocese has made graat efforts to ensure that children are protected from harm. We taf(e this responsibili ty 
seriously," lrnesch says In tl: e le~er. 

Contributing: Cathleen ,::a1sani 

Sun-Times News Group 

Rig Picture "'1 l..oc•tl Focus 

Dally Herald 
SUBURBAN CHICAGO'S INFORMATION SOURCE 

Joliet DioceSli will post offenders on Web site 

By Marni Pyke 

4/2/2006 



( 

MIS<Nft600RDS RECEIVED FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET ON 7-25-1 2Paff() .of 390 
MISC. RECORDS OF BISHOP IMESCH 

Redacted February 201 4 

~~t~sed April 2014 Daily Herald Staff Writer 

4/2/2006 

Posted Saturday, April O 1 , 2006 

The Joliet Oiocese will list the names of priests credibly accused of 
sexual misconduct involving children on its Web site. 

Bishop Joseph lmesch made the announcement in an annual report 
distributed this weekend to area Catholics in church bulletins. 

"We have taken this step in the hope of further facilitating healing and 
closure for those who have been affected by the tragedy of sexual 
abuse of a minor," lmesch wrote. 

The bishop's message comes on the heels of an audit of dioceses 
across tne country that found bona fide allegations of molestation 
against children by priests declined from 1,092 cases in 2004 to 783 
in 2005. 

lmesch said the audit. conducted for the U.S. Conference of Cathoiic 
Bishops, -;ontained positive news because it verified the steps the 
diocese is taking to keep children safe. 

But he admitted recent events had upset parishioners, including 
allegations against the Rev. James Burnett, rector of the Cathedral of 
St. Raymond in Joliet. Burnett, who served at churches in Naperville 
and Be;,senville, was put on leave in February after be!ng accused of 
molesting a boy in the 1980s at a Mokena church. 

The diocese y;;as criticized for dragging its feet in the case. 

Other controversy involved a deposition by rmesch in a lawsuit, made 
pubiic In February, where he spoke of accusations against priests. In 
the deposition, lmesch talked about diocesan leaders knowing of 
serious aGcusations against clergy, but questioned the need to inform 
police or parishioners. 

"! know that some of my words in that deposition have caused pain to 
many ir the diocese and have hurt our church," he wrote. 

"For all of the hurt I have caused by my words and decisions. by what 
I have done or ought to have done, I am truly sorry. l ask your 
forgiveness and prayers." 

Attorney Marc Pearlman , who represents alleged sex abuse victims in 
lawsuits against the Archdiocese of Chicago and the dioceses of 
Rockford and Joliet, called the report disingenuous. 

"It's nothing more than a self-congratulatory statement, which goes to 
show how they continue to not deal with the {abuse) issue. Thereis no 
transparency,'' Pearlman said. 

000417 
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Peter Barry 
Vice President 

The diocese had not yet posted names of suspected priests on the 
Internet as of Friday afternoon. The district's site is 
www.dioceseofjoliet.org. 

The report also announced the diocese spent $129,287 on sex 
abuse-related costs in its last fiscal year. It included a $30,000 
settlement, $79,64 ·1 for legal fees and $17 ,995 for the Protecting 
God's Children educational program. 

Public Communications Inc 
35 E. Wacker Drive, Suite 1254 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 
312/558-1770 (ext 139) 
312/558-5425 (fax) ' 
pb~my@pclpr.co_m 

41212006 
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Contrite lmesch takes tardy step in right 
direction 

Thursday, April 6, 2006 

000419 

THE ISSUE: Apologetic bishop says the Joliet diocese will begin 
posting the names of diocesan priests against whom credible allegations 
of sexual abuse have been made. 
WE SAY: Bishop Joseph Imesch's past handling of the diocese's sex 
abuse scandal has lacked compassion and effectiveness. His recent 
actions may be a promising sign that the diocese is finally ready to 
confront the serious problems it faces. 

Over the past few years - and as recently as a month ago - this page 
has taken issue with the way that Bishop Joseph Imesch bas handled the 
priest sex abuse scandal in the Diocese of Joliet. Imesch, we felt, did not 
confront a serious problem in an effective manner. Allegations against 
priests were not handled properly, and as a result children upon whom 
pedophile priests prey were left in danger. 

As more details of Imesch's handling of these allegations became 
known, we questioned whether he could provide leadership that faithful 
Catholics couJd count on during a time of crisis. 

Last week, a contrite Imesch and the diocese took a step in the right 
direction. The bishop announced that the Joliet diocese, which includes 
Will, DuPage and five other counties, soon will post on its Web site the 
names of ''diocesan priests against whom a credible allegation of sexual 
misconduct with a minor has been made." 

In a letter distributed to parishes in the diocese, Imesch said he was sorry 
"for all of the hurt I have caused by my words and decisions, by what I 
have done or ought to have done." 

This is the sort of approach we wish Imesch had taken all along. He may 

http://www.dailysouthtown.com/southtown/dsedit/x06-edl .htm 4/10/2006 
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000420 
have claimed a devoted concern for the diocese and its worshippers, but 
there often was evidence to the contrary. As recently as August, Imesch 
gave a deposition in which he appeared to show no remorse for failing to 
remove from ministry priests against whom allegations of impropriety 
were leveled. After Imesch learned of one priest who went skinny
dipping with boys and played poker with them in the nude, the bishop 
had the priest undergo counseling and then reassigned him to another 
parish - where he was again accused of abusing youngsters. Earlier this 
year, Imesch acted put-upon after Southtown columnist Tim Placher 
recounted how, as a youth, he was molested by a Joliet priest, whose 
activities Imesch in the deposition claimed he was unaware of despite 
the fact the diocese had settled a case involving the priest out of court. 
Imesch accused Placher of trying to "smear" him. 

The release of the list of allegedly abusive priests comes on the heels of 
a class-action lawsuit filed last month seeking the names of accused 
priests. It also comes a few weeks after the Archdiocese of Chicago, 
confronting its own crisis, released a similar list. The Joliet list includes 
only diocesan priests against whom allegations have been leveled, not 
priests from religious orders who served in the diocese. Still, the action 
exceeds what we might have expected, based on the diocese's history. 

As we've noted before, Imesch is nearing retirement age. We have 
expressed hope that the next leader of the diocese will be a healer who 
can restore confidence within the diocese. Until that leader arrives, we 
hope that Imesch, in his waning days as the diocese leader, takes a 
progressive approach in dealing with tbe sex abuse scandal - not out of 
concern for class-action lawsuits, not out of concern for his legacy, but 
out of concern for the loyal members of the Catholic Church and -
most of all - their children. 

http://www. dailysouthtown .com/ southtown/dsedit/x06-edl .htm 4/10/2006 
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Joliet diocese posts names of 
accused priests 
By Manya A. Brachear 
Tribune staff reporter 
Published April 10, 2006, 8:33 PM CDT 

After years of fending off requests by victims' advocates to release the 
names of priests suspected of sexually abusing minors, Joliet Bishop 
Joseph lmesch on Monday posted a list on the diocese's Web site. 

But though church officials characterized the disclosure of those facing 
substantiated claims of abuse as a move toward greater transparency, 
several clergymen who served in the Joliet diocese but were accused of 
misconduct in other places were omitted. 

"We're not talking about their actions elsewhere," said Joliet diocese 
spokesman Tom Kerber. "We're trying to be very transparent in regards to 
the people serving in Joliet." 

The list of 22 priests-four never before made public-failed to include 
retired Springfield Bishop Daniel Ryan, whose case has been forwarded to 
the Vatican for review. He served as an auxiliary bishop in Joliet. It also did 
not include Rev. Gary Berthiaume because the allegations against him 
stem from Michigan when lmesch served there. 

The list disclosed that Revs. Salvatore Formusa, James Frederick, 
Leonardo Mateo and Richard Ruffalo faced substantiated abuse 
allegations. 

Though Ruffalo was once named in a civil suit, church officials had never 
confirmed whether they suspected him of abuse. He served in at least 
seven parishes in Joliet including St. Raymond Cathedral and in Las 
Vegas. He died in 1997. Frederick, a former financial officer for the 
diocese, died in 1988. 

Formusa, a former associate pastor at St. Anthony Catholic Church in 
Frankfort, retired in 1985. He now lives in St. Benedict Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center in Niles. And Mateo reportedly left the diocese in 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/custom/newsroom/chi-06041Ojoliet,1,400363 .story 
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1984 and returned to the Archdiocese of Cebu in the Philippines. 

Victims' advocates have long pushed dioceses to warn parishioners and 
encourage victims to come forward by releasing the names of accused 
priests as well as details of the allegations against them. 

In February, a Minneapolis man filed a class action complaint demanding 
the names and files of priests accused of abusing children in the Joliet 
diocese since 1950. The Chicago Catholic Archdiocese released a list of 
55 diocesan priests-excluding priests posthumously accused-after a 
similar lawsuit was filed in January. 

Kerber could not explain why the Joliet list excluded four other priests with 
allegations against them in Joliet who were named in the lawsuit. 

lmesch promised parishioners in a letter last month that he would publish 
the list of priests. 

Jeff Anderson, a St. Paul attorney who represents the Minneapolis man, 
scoffed at the list, calling it a "half-truth.• 

"This is not anything more than minimalism," he said, "doing the least 
possible to give the best impression." 

mbrachear@tribune.com 
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Joliet Diocese names 22 accused priests 

• Sex abuse scandal: Critics question the list's completeness 

By Ted Slowik 
STAFF WRITER 

JOLIET - The Roman Catholic D iocese of Joliet has posted on its Web site a list 
of 22 priests accused of sexually abusing minors. 

Two of the clerics on the list are linked to sexual abuse for the first time, though 
one of the priests has died and the other is in h is 90s. 

The list lacks other names of individuals accused of abuse. The diocese qualified 
its list by saying it contains the names of "diocesan priests against whom a 
credible/substantiated allegation of sexual abuse of a minor had been made while 
they were serving in the Diocese of Joliet.'' 

Joliet Bishop Joseph Imesch said in a letter to parishioners last month that the 
diocese would post the names on its Web site. The list can be found at 
www.dioceseofjoliet.org/docs /ListofPriests.pdf. 

"The diocese has taken 
this step in the hope of 
further facilitating healing 
and closure for those who 
have been affected by the 
tragedy of sexual abuse of a 
minor," diocesan 
spokesman Tom Kerber 
said in a statement. "We 
also hope that posting the 
names might encourage 
those who think they may 
have been abused to come 
forward." 

Critics said the list was 
incomplete. 
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"It's hard to believe that's a sincere statement," said David Clohessy, director of the 
Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests. "If the diocese genuinely wants 
people to come forward, the bishop should go to parishes, look people in the eye and 
beg them to report what they know." 

A class-action lawsuit filed against the diocese last month sought to force the 
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Relea~trfi>Q1Jf>Me diocese to disclose priests who sexually abused children. The lawsuit listed 25 
names. 

"The timing is more than coincidental," Clohessy said. 

Twenty of the 22 names announced by the diocese were previously reported. Six of 
the men were criminally convicted, 11 have been named in civil lawsuits, and others 
were announced when they were removed from ministry in 2002. 

The two unfamiliar names are the Rev. Salvatore Formusa and the late Rev. James 
Frederick. 

rmusa was ordam - in-.1935, and his assignments included St. Anthony and St. 
Paul the Apostle in Joliet. The parish buUetin for St. Paul's recently reported that 

'---FQtin~1...»J:a&-.fttl1rttrva all and recovering at St. Benedict Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Center in Niles. 

lmesch was scheduled to honor Formusa's 71 years in the priesthood during a Holy 
Week service at the Cathedral of St. Raymond on Monday night. He also was to 
commend the 50 years in the priesthood of retired Bjshop Daniel Ryan, who 
removed himself from public ministry in 2002 after a lawsuit claimed that Ryan had 
sex with a 15-year-old boy. 

Neither cleric was scheduled to attend Monday night's Chrism Mass, when holy 
oils are blessed. 

Frederick died in 1988 at age 54. An obituary said be taught at Quigley Preparatory 
Seminary in Chicago from 1961 to 1965, and that he served at St. Liborius in Steger, 
Notre Dame in Clarendon Hills, St. Patrick in Wilton Center, St. Anthony in 
Frankfort and St. Joseph in Manhattan. 

At the tjme of his death, Frederick was director of the diocese's finances and 
cemeteries. 

The list does not include the name of the Rev. Gary Berthiaume, who served with 
Imesch at a parish in Michigan and was criminally convicted of sexual abuse in the 
1970s. He transferred from the Archdiocese of Detroit to the Diocese of Cleveland, 
where he was accused in a lawsuit of abusing boys during the 1980s. 

Imesch accepted Berthiaume into the Joliet Diocese in 1987 and allowed him to 
serve as a hospital chaplain until 2002. 

The diocese's list says that two of lhe priests are on administratjve leave and that 
their cases are pending. Both clerics - the Rev. Amo Dennerlein and the Rev. 
Carroll Howlin - face multiple accusations of sexually abusing minors. 

The list does not include clerics who were recently placed on administrative leave 
following single claims of misconduct and who have denied the accusations. 

One is the Rev. James Burnett, who was removed in February as pastor of the 
Cathedral of St. Raymond in Joliet. The other is the Rev. William Virtue, who was 
removed from ministry by the Diocese of Peoria in February following a claim that 
he sexually abused a minor while serving in the Diocese of Joliet about 25 years ago. 

The diocese's list does not include the names of religious order priests or 
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- Contact Ted Slowik at (815) 729-6053 or at tslowik@scnl.com. 
04111106 

Ads by Google Advertise on this site 

Positive Action 
Science-based program that treats and prevents 
violence and bullying. 
www .positiveaction.net 

LifeSkills Training 
Evidence-based programs that reduce aggressive 
and violent behavior 
www .lifeskillstraining.com 

SuburbanChicagoNews.com - © 2006 Digital Chicago & Sun-Times News Group 

hnp://www .suburbanchicagonews.com/heraldnews/city/4 _1_JO l l_D IOCESE_S l .htm 

000425 
•Today i 

•Mascot 
almost u1 

• Troy VO 

recounte• 

• A ring o 

• In Brief 

• Mainter 
for Cham 

•Joliet D 
22 accus 

CAT( 

•Read m 
communi 
your Sun 

GI 
HE 

•Sign up 
top Heral 
headlinei 
e-mail. It 
minute, a 

CO• 

At the m 
• Contacl 
editorial i 
•Send a 
editor for 
• Send a 
• Subscri 
•Place a 
• Contacl 
serviced 
• Get infc 
advertisir 

At the W 
•Ask quE 
answers 
•Provide 
breaking 
• Subscri 
daily hea 
•Get infc 
advertisir 

AD~ 

Jobst Con 
Stockings 

Las Vega: 

Place yoy 
here for rr 

4/1112006 



( 

MIS'1e~ORDS RECEIVED FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET ON 7-25-1!agN(hf3400 
MISC. RECORDS OF BISHOP IMESCH 

Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 
Released April 2014 

Sr. Judith Davies 

From: Peter Barry [peter@pcipr.com] 

Sent: Sunday, April 09, 2006 10:58 AM 

To: jdavies@dioceseofjoliet.org; tkerber@dioceseofjoliet.org 

Cc: 

Subject: today's daily herald 

4/10/2006 

Big Picture •Local Focwi 

Dally Herald 
SUSORBAN CHICAGO'S tNFORMATJON SOURCE 

Ex-priest guilty of molesting altar boys due for parole 

.BY ASH OK SEL V AM 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 
Posted Sunday, April 09, 2006 

A former DuPage County priest whose child molestation convictions in 2004 
spurred a law requiring religious officials to alert civil authorities to 
suspicions of sexual misconduct is scheduled to be released from prison 
Tuesday. 

The pending release is sparking renewed criticism of how the Joliet Diocese 
- and Bishop Joseph Imescb in particular - handled this and other cases of 
alleged abuse by priests. and charges that church leaders chose to protect a 
priest rather than the young victims. 

Fred Lenczycki, 61, of Glen Ellyn, pleaded guilty to molesting three altar 
boys in 1984 at St. Isaac Jo gues Catholic Church in Hinsdale. After 
prosecutors successfully fought the statute of limitations, he was sentenced 
in 2004 to five years in prison. Other boys also claimed Lenczycki molested 
him, in Missouri and California, where the Joliet Diocese reassjgned him 
after the Hinsdale allegations surfaced. 

He's slated for parole Tuesday, but some say he should remain in prison. 

"Obviously the kids are safer when he's jail,'' said Barbara Blaine, president 
of the Chicago chapter of Survivors Network ~fthose Abused by Prie~ts. 

Lenczycki's conviction on three counts of aggravated criminal sexual abuse 
to a child less than 13 years old will require him to register as a sex offender 
upon his release from the Dixon Correctional Center, according to the 

000427 



( 

MIS<issB~ORDS RECEIVED FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET ON 7-25-12agNXAf3401 
MISC. RECORDS OF BISHOP IMESCH 

Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 
Released Apnl 2014 Illinois Department of Corrections. He will have to register with police every 

4/10/2006 

year for 1 0 years. 

Lenczycki admitted to inappropriate contact with 12 boys al the Hinsdale 
church, and a civil lawsuit was brought against him in 1997 alleging nine 
boys were molested. That case was settled a year later, but the settlement 
wasn't publicly disclosed. 

The Joliet Diocese and Imesch drew heavy criticism for failure to report 
allegations to police and the IUinois Department of Children and Family 
Services. Imesch, who has served as bishop since 1979, has admitted to 
preferring to transfer priests facing molestation allegations across state lines 
rather than share the suspicious with the public. That policy and Lenczycki's 
case prompted lawmakers in 2004 to amend state law to require members of 
the clergy to immediately report allegations of sexual misconduct. 

News of Lencyzcki's parole surprised diocese spokesman Thomas Kerber. 
He said a decision whether to ask the Vatican to remove Lenczycki from 
priesthood hasn't been made, and that there's no timetable for such a 
resolution. A Vatican dismissal would mean Lenczycki would no longer be 
entitled to financial benefits from the diocese. There are no plans to transfer 
him out of state either, Kerber added. 

The diocese will provide "moderate" room and board for Lenczycki until he 
gets a job, Kerber said. Church law requires support for priests no longer in 
active ministry. "We don't know where he will want to Jive ... but he won't be 
living on church property," Kerber said. 

The Joliet Diocese does not have seminary facilities, as the Archdiocese of 
Chicago does, Kerber noted. Recently controversy brewed when it was 
revealed more than a dozen Catholic priests accused of sexual misconduct 
with minors were living on a Mundelein seminary property near Carmel 
Catholic High School. 

Kerber estimated Lenczycki would be employed or have other housing 
arrangements and no longer need church assistance by his June birthday. 

Blaine, meanwhile, questioned the diocese's backing ofLenczycki. "It's 
interesting that there's no canon law to provide services for victims," she 
said. "They refuse to pay for therapy, yet they do this." 

The diocese should monitor Lenczycki after his release, keeping close tabs 
on where he goes and even his Internet usage, Blaine said. She also called for 
additional counseling for Lenczycki, calling his 27-month prison stint too 
short. 

St. Paul, Minn.-based attorney Jeff Anderson filed suit in 2004 on behalf of 
another alleged victim. 

On Saturday, he leveled more sharp criticism on Imesch. 
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going in is Bishop Imesch," Anderson said. "Lenczycki isn't able to control 
his impulses, but the bishop is just as criminally responsible for these acts." 

Imesch denied responsibility for sexual abuse by his priests in a deposition 
released earlier this year and said last week the diocese will begin posting 
names of priests credibly accused of sexual misconduct. 

Peter Barry 
Vice President 
Public Communications Inc. 
35 E. Wacker Drive, Suite 1254 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 
312/558-1770 (ext 139) 
312/558-5425 (fax) 
gbarrv@pcipr.com 

4110/2006 

daily herald.com 

000429 



( 

MIS-'le~ORDS RECEIVED FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET ON 7-25-1~agNOlf 4403 
MISC. RECORDS OF BISHOP IMESCH 

Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 
Released April 2014 

Sr. Judith Davies 

From: Peter Barry [peter@pcipr.com] 

Sent: Saturday, April 08, 2006 12:31 PM 

To: jdavies@dioceseofjoliet.org; tkerber@dioceseofjoliet.org 

Cc: 

Subject: SLOWIK STORY ON LENCZYCKI 

(100430 

FYI- Ted Slowik story in today's Herald News and Daily Southtown on Fred Lenczycki. Note the comment 
attributed to an Illinois Department of Corrections spokesperson that Lenczycki will have to register as a sex 
offender and will be on conditional parole for four years. 

Suburban Chicago 
.Newspapers 

Critics upset as priest nears parole 

·Rev. Lenczycki: Some say his boss protected him after abuse allegations 

By Ted Slowik 
staff writer 

DIXON -A Joliet Diocese priest's release from prison after serving a sentence for sexually abusing young boys 
is prompting criticism that Joliet Bishop Joseph lmesch gave a sexual predator continued access to children. 

The Rev. Fred Lenczycki, 61 , pleaded guilty in January 2004 to criminal sexual abuse of three boys under age 13 
and was sentenced to five years in prison. He is scheduled to be paroled Tuesday from the Dixon Correctional 
Center, a medium-security facility in northwest Illinois. 

Lenczycki was convicted of molesting altar boys at St. Isaac Jogues parish in Hinsdale in 1984. When reports of 
misconduct surfaced, lmesch sent Lenczycki for counseling, then reassigned him to ministries in Missouri and 
California. Allegations continued. At St. Peter's Parish in Pacifica, Calif., prosecutors in 2002 investigated 
allegations that Lenczycki molested other boys. 

'The church's own conduct in removing the defendant and placing him out of state gave us the ability to charge 
the defendant because the defendant was not an Illinois resident. and therefore. the otherwise three-year statute 
of limitations did not run," DuPage County State's Attorney Joseph Birkett said at the time of Lenczycki's 
sentencing. 

Prosecutors learned that Lenczycki continued to molest boys in California until at least 1991, Birkett said. 

Lenczycki's conviction prompted legislation that changed Illinois law and required clergy to become mandatory 
reporters and contact civil authorities whenever sexual abuse of a minor is suspected. 

Lenczycki will have to register as a sex offender and will be on conditional parole for four years, said a 
spokesman for the Illinois Department of Corrections. 

One of the boys Lenczycki morested sued the Catholic priest and the diocese in 1997, saying the cleric abused at 

4/10/2006 
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~~§~ITTElC"Rijar boys. lmesch did not remove Lenczycki from his post as a hospital chaplain until 2002. Another 
victim filed suit in 2004 and is represented by Minneapolis attorney Jeff Anderson, who called Lenczycki a serial 
predator who should be locked up for life. 

"I'm concerned about his risk to others," Anderson said. "He's a victim of the clerical culture that protected him for 
so many years." 

Lenczycki would not have abused some of the boys if lmesch had promptly told civil authorities about the cleric's 
escapades with young children, the attorney said. 

"While Lenczycki is on his way out of prison, lmesch should be on his way in," Anderson said. 

Although at least 30 priests associated with the diocese have been subjects of credible allegations that they 
sexually abused minors, Lenczycki is one of only six to be criminally convicted. The others are Gary Berthiaume, 
Henry Slade, John Slown, Ed Stefanich and Myles White. 

\/ Except for Berthiaume, the others convicted were permanently removed from the priesthood, or "laicized." Birkett 
f'-. said he hoped the diocese would petition the Vatican to defrock Lenczycki. 

"It is my hope that prompt action will be taken by them to formally remove the defendant from any form of ministry 
as a Catholic priest," the state's attorney said. "It is clear that during the history of this abuse, the Joliet Diocese 
placed a priority on protecting their own instead of the children." 

But a diocesan spokesman said lmesch hasn't decided yet whether to ask the Vatican to remove Lenczycki from 
the priesthood. Also, the diocese will financially support the priest once he is released from prison, spokesman 
Tom Kerber said. 

"According to canon law ... it is the responsibility of the bishop to provide for the support of a priest who is no 
longer able to be in active ministry," Kerber said. "Consequently, there must be some financial support given to 
Fred Lenczycki by the diocese until such time as he is able to provide for himself." 

- Contact Ted Slowik at (815) 729-6053 or at ts/owik@scn1.com. 
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Criticism of lmesch mounts 

Saturday, April 8, 2006 

By Ted Slowik 

A Joliet diocese priest's release from prison after serving a 
sentence for sexually abusing young boys is renewing criticism 
that Joliet Bishop Joseph lmesch gave sexual predators 
continued access to children. 

The Rev. Fred Lenczycki, 61 , pleaded guilty in January 2004 to 
criminal sexual abuse of three boys younger than age 13 and was 
sentenced to five years in prison. He is scheduled to be paroled 
Tuesday from the Dixon Correctional Center, a medium-security 
facility. 

Lenczycki was convicted of molesting altar boys at St. Isaac 
Jogues parish in Hinsdale in 1984. When reports of misconduct 
surfaced, lmesch sent Lenczycki for counseling , then reassigned 
him to ministries in Missouri and California. 

Lenczycki continued to molest boys in California until at least 
1991, DuPage County State's Attorney Joseph Birkett said at the 
time of Lenczycki's sentencing. 

Lenczycki's conviction prompted legislation that changed Illinois 
law and required clergy to contact civil authorities whenever 
sexual abuse of a minor is suspected. 

Lenczycki will have to register as a sex offender and will be on 
conditional parole for four years, an Illinois Department of 
Corrections spokesman said. 

One of the boys Lenczycki molested sued the Catholic priest and 
the diocese in 1997, saying the cleric abused at least nine altar 
boys. lmesch did not remove Lenczycki from his post as a 
hospital chaplain until 2002. Another victim sued in 2004 and is 
represented by Minneapolis attorney Jeff Anderson, who called 
Lenczycki a serial predator who should be locked up for life. 

"I'm concerned about his risk to others," Anderson said. "He's a 
victim of the clerical culture that protected him for so many years." 

Lenczycki would not have abused some of the boys if lmesch had 
promptly told civil authorities about the cleric's escapades with 
young children, the attorney said. 
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Peter Barry 
Vice President 

"While Lenczycki is on his way out of prison, lmesch should be on 
his way in," Anderson said. 

Four of the six diocesan priests convicted of molesting children 
have been defrocked. 

000433 

A diocesan spokesman said lmesch hasn't decided yet whether to 
ask the Vatican to remove Lenczycki from the priesthood. 

The Herald News of Joliet 

Public Communications Inc. 
35 E. Wacker Drive, Suite 1254 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 
312/558-1770 (ext 139) 
312/558-5425 (fax) 
Qbaqy@gcigr.com 
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Mazzaglia: An epidemic of school sex abuse 
By Frank Mazzaglial Local View 
Sunday, April 30, 2006 

Did you know that in 1998, there were 103,600 specific cases of sexual abuse 
against children reported to the Department of Justice? What made these incidents 
even more startling was they took place in the public schools! 

That was the same year reporters were just beginning to piece together the story 
of clergy sex abuse in the Catholic Church. The difference between prosecuting the 
Catholic Church rather than the schools was money. To date, the Catholic Church 
has paid out an estimated $1 billion to settle abuse claims. Investigative reporters 
were spurred on by information provided by the trial lawyers taking on the church. 
On the other hand, there wasn't much to be gained by suing schools. So much for 
really caring about the kids! 

Carol Shakeshaft, the researcher who prepared a draft report commissioned by 
the U.S. Department of Education, said the actual number of abuse cases in public 
schools could be much higher. Comparing survey data collected by the American 
Association of University Women Educational Foundation in 2000, Shakeshaft 
estimated that roughly 290,000 students experience some kind of physical sexual 
abuse by school employees. The magnitude of those numbers led Shakeshaft to 
contend that "the physical sexual abuse of students in schools is likely more than 
100 times the abuse by priests." 

Still, you can't blame trial lawyers for not getting involved. Public schools are 
protected by government immunity, which limits the money that can be recovered 
from the large damage claims. Ah, but the Catholic Church was fair game since 
huge sums of money and property could be extracted with the aid of an enthusiastic 
media promoting moral hysteria in pursuit of a Pulitzer Prize. It was an irresistible 
story that combined the sacred and the profane. Besides that, it made the Boston 
media look like they were truly the great protectors of young people robbed of their 
innocence. So, then what explains the comparatively cold silence when child abuse 
was revealed to be far more prevalent in, of all places, the public schools? 

A good teacher is the salt of the earth. However, educators of all ranks who care a 
lot about kids will tell you that not every teacher is blessed with a pure heart. What's 
worse is that plentiful evidence exists which shows that predator teachers were 
frequently moved around from school to school. 

As though that wasn't bad enough, a rash of recent cases demonstrate a 
seriously flawed double standard. The courts seem to brush off cases involving 
young female teachers caught having sex with adolescent ·boys. 

What can be done? 

For starters, state boards of education, school committees, and school 
superintendents need to be held legally accountable. These are the people directly 
responsible for any lapse in public schools that result in harm to children under their 
care. Just don't hold your breath for that to happen. With all the pomp and power of 
the Vatican, Rome is no match for entrenched teacher unions and political 
bodyguards protecting the public school systems. 

Until policy reform happens, only the most flagrant cases of child abuse will rise to 
the surface. A few screaming headlines will attract public attention, and then the 
story becomes characterized as a twisted and exceptional case of abnormality. 
What's needed is new law to drive public policy toward hefty damage awards. Trial 
lawyers, after all, are attracted to money the same way that your average shark is 
attracted to blood. 

Motivations aside, the end result will produce more protection for innocent 
children. Public schools, of course, are not the only places where children need to 
be protected. However, the reported incidents alone make schools worthy of a 
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Perhaps then, more parents will feel secure about the safety of their children 
before that morning bus arrives to take the kids to school. 

Frank Mazzaglia can be reached at fmazzaglia@aol.com. 
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Natalie Bayci 

From: Fr John Regan [frjohnr@dioceseofjoliet.org] 

Sent: Monday, May 22, 2006 11 :22 AM 

000436 

To: rchapman@scn1.com; bwimbiscus@scn1.com; tslowik@scn1.com; 'Reiher, Nick'; 'Panieri, Rose'; 
mcappellini@scn1.com 

Subject: Just another mean-spirited attack 

Dear Mr. Wimbiscus, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Slowik, et al ... 

Another absolutely mean-spirited attack by Ted Slowik in Sunday's paper. There is no conscience at 
The Herald News. Wasn't Wednesday's attack of the bishop sufficient? Was it necessary to give Ted 
Slowik one more round? 

Even what you might have considered to be positive coverage, for example his support of protecting 
homosexuals from discrimination, is covered in such a way that Bishop is portrayed as pro-homosexual 
rights and supporting a gay agenda. This is not true in the way many readers might understand this 
controversial topic. Whoever approved Ted's story must have known that this was a backhanded 
compliment intended to raise the ire of those who, like the Bishop, believe as the Church teaches about 
homosexuality. Since the nuances of the Church's teachings on homosexuality should be left to more 
scholarly articles, Ted's attempt Sunday simply confused readers once again into having unnecessarily 
negative views of the Bishop. But the choice to focus on his protection of homosexuals from violence 
and discrimination as being a "major hallmark" of the Bishop's tenure here, which it was not, was 
intentional. It was interesting for a retrospective of the past 27 years that Ted had to quote a letter 
written 32 years ago. 

There were some over the top statements in the article as well. One especially egregious was the 
reference to rape on page Al 1. I don't believe the accusation made that in the bishop's mind everything 
short of rape was merely inappropriate behavior is accurate. But as Ted knows the Bishop said that 
using the word "inappropriate" was unfortunate, and he did not intend to minimize or condone that 
behavior. So as to putting that reference from the deposition in an article covering 27 years of service as 
Bishop, shame on the paper for letting that stand. 

On Thursday, OUR EDITORIAL BOARD sent to the newspaper a list of several of Bishop's 
accomplishments worthy of mention in a retrospective. Sadly, few if any of those were chosen by Ted 
for focus. Ted's coverage of Bishop's advocacy for the role of women in the Church was good. The 
pastoral letter on women was a turning point in Bishop's career and was significant both locally and 
nationally. 

If Ted wanted a controversial topic that is more local, he could have chosen the Bishop' s strong stance 
against the death penalty. With Stateville Penitentiary being in our diocese, Bishop was in the forefront 
of protests when people were executed. His strong teaching and actions, coupled with the work of other 
groups, has brought about a change in attitudes among people regarding the death penalty. 

In all of his articles about the bishop, Ted so often focuses attention on the actions of the dozen or so 
priests who have abused minors, placing blame often on the bishop for their crimes. One can argue how 
much responsibility he should really bear for each action of those priests. That's why we have courts 
and lawyers and judges. 
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world through the sacraments, opening parishes and building Churches since Bishop Imes ch got here. 
Bishop also deserves credit for the actions of his priests in doing good, perhaps more so, because in the 
good we do, we act on his behalf. 

It was interesting that Sunday's retrospective was placed next to the article on cyber-bullying. It was 
similar to the way the article on Wednesday's front page was crafted to be adjacent to the story about 
Randy Chapman. 

In many ways Ted has tried to be the bully with this issue. When you take the attitude, "If you say 
anything nice about the Bishop, we will attack you, too," not too many·will publicly say they stand with 
the Bishop. Unfortunately, Ted too easily equates support for the Bishop with agreeing with what he did 
with priests who had abused. It is quite possible to support the bishop, especially amidst such great 
attack, and still hold that the abuse of children by priests was horrific and his actions at times 
misguided. 

For anyone to assume, as Ted did, that because I and others like me want accurate, fair, and appropriate 
reporting of the Bishop, that we are somehow not outraged by the behavior of abusing priests, lacks 
common sense. I have personally encountered Ted's bullying tactics. I simply refuse to back down. 

But it is no wonder that civic organizations and other groups are not offering to honor Bishop Imesch. 
Someone has to ask for such honors to be given. Bishop is certainly not going to ask for himself. And 
who in their right mind would ask on his behalf, because anyone who would ask would be unjustly 
attacked by the bullying Herald News? One can easily imagine the kinds of articles and editorials that 
would be written if the city council decided to honor the bishop. In this, too, you have once again 
created the story, rather than report one. 

Given the tenor of his articles as well as some of his comments, I am beginning to think that Ted has a 
dog in this hunt. Perhaps others at The Herald News are also in on this. There is clear evidence that 
lawyers for abuse victims, including Jeffrey Anderson, are major contributors to SNAP (see reference 
below). SNAP is beholding to those who are contributors, and since Bishop Imesch is a major target of 
Anderson, SNAP always has a sound bite ready to criticize the Bishop. 

It is no secret that Ted has allied himself with Anderson in significant ways when it comes to these 
cases. He is the one to always cover the news conferences with Anderson; he always allows Anderson's 
perspective to be the right one even when it is obviously and logically incorrect. There are plenty of 
quotes from Anderson in his articles. He even is Anderson's mouthpiece in lines like, "(Bishop Imesch 
has) been very good at protecting the assets of the Diocese of Joliet." (column on 515106) -who would say 
something like that in a negative way except someone who would benefit if Bishop was less diligent and 
offered huge settlements? For Ted protecting assets is a bad tiring! 

Ted consistently and incorrectly tries to claim that Joliet's situation is one of the worst in the country. 
His own repo1ting on Sunday showed how untrue that is. He states that even BishopAccountability 
refused to list Bishop as one who needed to resign. So why does The Herald News allow him to rant as 
though Joliet was the next Boston? Papers should help readers get-a sense of perspective on a story. I 
believe readers of the Herald News would think that Joliet must be one of the worst places in the country 
for clergy sexual abuse. It is not. In fact, we are far better than the average. So who but The Herald 
News should bear responsible for such false characterizations of the diocese? 

I atn beginning to wonder in all of this if Ted's pen is for sale. He is wrapped up in this so personally 
that he seems to have something as stake himself. I'm not saying that he is paid to write the way he 
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someone would off er a reporter money to write articles to put pressure on the Diocese to settle claims, 
but I think he must have thought there was some perceived benefit to himself if the bishop had resigned 
or if huge settlements were offered. Maybe it was some coveted journalistic award; maybe it was a 
promotion to an editorial position. In the end, neither of those happened, and Ted has simply been left 
to continue writing mean spirited articles anticipating life beyond the Herald News. 

Sincerely, 
Father John Regan 
Joliet 

Reference for co1U1ection between SNAP and Anderson: 
A Forbes magazine article linking contributions of Anderson to SNAP (both connected to the Joliet 
situation) can be found at http://www.forbes.com/forbes/2003/0915/054.html. One could ask why no 
mention of this "bed-fellows" connection has been brought to the attention of readers of The Herald 
News. Yet Ted, in an extremely defensive way, felt compelled to bring in some article from the New 
Yorker Magazine regarding a treatment center and diocese in Connecticut in one of his recent columns 
on the issue (3/24/06). The treatment center and diocese have no connection to Joliet. 
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Editorial Page Editor 
The Herald News 

From: Fr John Regan [mailto:frjohnr@dioceseofjoliet.org] 
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2006 3:40 PM 
To: 
Subject: From OUR EDITORIAL BOARD • 

REVISED ... For personal reflection and not publication ... 

00043 [.l 

(From OUR EDITORIAL BOARD . .. It's now a group effor t, to show that I'm not the only one who feels 
tl . ' " ) us way .. . 

Dear Bill Wimbiscus, Randy Chapman, et a1 ... 

Whal a wonderful article about Randy Chapman that Tony Graf wrote in yesterday's paper. l don't know if I 
have ever bad the opportunity co meet Randy, but I can tell from the article that he bas a Slrong commitment to 
our community and many of the institutions here. There are even some great pictures lo go with the very positive 
article. He should be the right person to take on the task of leading the United Way dr ive. Hopefully he will be 
able to use his many talents to further advance the mission of the University of St. Francis. 

Yet in reading the articles and editorial in the same paper regarding Bishop Imesch and rhe recent articles 
regarding Father Radek. I could not help but notice that The Herald News treated the coverage of the publisher, 
Randy Chapman. so differently from the coverage given to Bishop Imescb . The Golden Rule states: "Do unto 
others as you would have them do unto you." Accordingly, your publisher could have been held to the same 
standard of critical analysis and negative reporting as given to Bishop I mescb. I wonder which of you would like 
to have your name contin ually in print for things about which you have expressed your sincere regrets . 

For example , Mr. Chapman could have been asked to respond to questions such as: Have any lawsuits been filed 
against The Herald News or any of its reporters in the past fi fteen or twenty years? I f so. could we please have a 
!isl so that it can be printed in the paper as well as bow these cases were settled? Since Randy bas been publisher. 
has anyone e ither called or written to complain about the paper? Tf so, how many complaints were received and 
how were these problems resolved? Was restitution m11de to the victims of misinformation and s lander according 
to their desires or only to the extent rhat the paper felt necessary? Does R andy persona lly meet with victims of 
improper reponing? Is there an independent board before which persons who feel they were wronged can 
appear? Ras anyone been reprimanded, demoted , or fired for inaccurate reporting? (Of course a list of these 
would be helpful, too.) Have any reporters acted in a defensive way when accused of acting irresponsibly or 
of joumaJ ist:ic misconduct? Have any of the reporters, columnists. or the editorial staff suffered from emotional 
problems lately? If so, could you please reveal who and what diseases I.hey might have? Has Randy ever been 
called to testify at a trial or to appear before a Grand Jury? 

I'm imre if any reporters asked enough people, th ere might be some detractors who perhaps would 
offer comments such as , "Sure, Randy has been a nice guy, but during his tenure, the newspaper has really treated 
some people unfairly . Many people have been hurt deeply by unnecessary stories that have revealed a bias on the 
part of the writer." 

I am sure that Randy has some actions or perhaps some things he has failed to do that he regrets, and that could 
even create a from page story. For the sake of consistency with the coverage of the 8 ishop, an of this 
information would be i:ncluded every time Randy wrote for the paper or every time there is a s tory about persons 
being treated unfair ly or any time a correction about misinformation appears in lhe paper. 
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Do you understand the point I am trying to make? The above questions parallel those presented over and over 
again by The Herald News in any story about the Diocese of Joliet or Bishop Imesch. I don't know the answers to 
the questions I posed about the operation of The Herald News and Randy Chapman's tenure as publisher. The 
answers to most of those questions are none of my business, and they certainly wouldn't be appropriate for the 
article Tony Graf wrote. Yet The Herald News has consistently chosen to ask similar questions about Bishop 
Imesch, the Diocese of Joliet, and its priests. 

If Wednesday's articles were your perspective of Bishop Irnesch's 27 years of service to the Diocese of Joliet, the 
leadership of the paper is in sad hands. Where was any mention of Bishop Imesch serving meals at the 
Daybreak Shelter for the Homeless (which he does on a monthly basis), the homeless shelter he helped 
build? What about his work toward affordable housing for persons in Joliet? What about his service on the 
CED? His efforts for the Hispanic parishioners at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel parish? What about his pastoral 
outreach to victims of sexual abuse? His continued offers to meet with them, provide them with counseling and do 
whatever he can to bring healing? What about the fact that the Diocese has been in compliance with the Charter 
for the protection of children? What about all of the efforts the Bishop has made to ensure that abuse never 
happens again: the widely publicized policies regarding sexual abuse that the Diocese has instituted, the standards 
of behavior to which all who work with minors are held, the requirements that clergy, employees and volunteers 
are required to to through the Protecting God's Children program and undergo background checks, a parent guide 
to help parents talk about the issue with their children, as well as the educational programs for children and youth 
of the Diocese. Where were the pictures of Bishop welcoming thousands of new Catholics into the Church 
during his past 27 years as Bishop of Joliet? Where were the statistics showing the growth in the numbers of 
Catholics and parishes over those years? Where was there any mention of his completing a full day's schedule at 
the Chancery, going to out to parishes to confirm young people, staying afterwards to meet with them and their 
families, then returning home late at night only to offer an early morning Mass at a parish and begin another full 
day of work? What about his efforts for the Diocese of Sucre in Bolivia including building a hospital, teams of 
medical missionaries visiting there and in other third world areas? What about bis joy at ordaining priests for 
service throughout the Diocese? What about his compassion, sense of justice and fairness? What about his 
willingness to meet with people at the drop of a hat even though his schedule is already on overload? His meeting 
with principals, DREs, offering Masses for school children and those enrolled in religious education programs? 

Instead, The Herald News seems fixated on reporting over and over again about those priests who have wronged 
others, continually listing their names, blaming the Bishop for the actions of those priests, blaming the Bishop 
because he acted according to the knowledge he had at the time. 

The Herald News seems also to insist on knowing (and worse yet reporting about) the personal psychological 
difficulties of pastors. How low can your paper go? 

When will you eventually stop defining Bishop Imesch by his greatest regrets? How many times of reporting a 
story and listing offending priests is enough? When is enough enough? I would say a long time ago. 

Sincerely, 

Father John Regan 
Joliet 
815 ... 723-2089 
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Natalie Bayci 

From: Fr John Regan [frjohnr@dioceseofjoliet.org] 

Sent: Monday, May 22, 2006 11 :25 AM 

To: nbayci@dioceseofjoliet.org; jdavies@dioceseofjoliet.org; 'Mary Breslin' 

Subject: FW: From OUR EDITORIAL BOARD . 

Hello ... 

I just thought you might want to know what conversations I have had with our friends at The Herald News 
regarding coverage of the Bishop. 

- Father John Regan 

From: Fr John Regan [mailto:frjohnr@dioceseofjoliet.org] 
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2006 6:31 PM 
To: 'Reiher, Nick'; 'Wimbiscus, Bill'; 'Chapman, Randy'; 'Panieri, Rose' 
Subject: RE: From OUR EDITORIAL BOARD. 

Nick, thanks for the response. You and Rose are the only ones who ever write back. 

I'm glad that you came to the support of Randy Chapman, who without a doubt has contributed much to our 
community. Then you understand that guttural sense of support one wants to give when someone you respect is 
so unjustly attached. Of course, I meant no real offense to Randy, whom I hope does a bang-up job at USF. The 
point was to simply show the strange contrast between the two approaches to the retrospectives provided on 
page 1. 

It's clear to me that whoever makes decisions about what to put in the paper about Bishop lmesch doesn't really 
know him either. You have created him to be some monster, uncaring towards victims. He is not. It would be 
interesting to look back, but I suspect that what you consider to be lack of candor and deflection of questions by 
the Bishop came after the mistaken characterizations began appearing in the paper. Who wants to talk with 
someone in attack mode who will twist everything you say. There are several people who have taken the 
opportunity to meet personally with Bishop who at first believed the portrayal given in the paper. After meeting 
him personally, they have completely changed their opinions of him. There should be some semblance of 
similarity between the real man and the one you portray. 

I wish you could have been at the news conference on Tuesday to see just how unprofessional Ted Slowek was. 
First, most every reporter had the decency to appear in business attire, whether they were there from the print 
media, radio, or television. That courtesy was likely lost on Ted who came ready to mow the lawn. But that was 
at least forgivable. After Bishop Sartain said he had just arrived and wasn't able to comment on specifics of the 
abuse scandal, Ted's question to the new bishop was some rant about Fred Lenczyki and the States Attorney. 
The reporters around me gave a gasp of disapproval. Needless to say, Ted didn't start out on the right toot with 
the new bishop there. There are ways to get the story, and there are ways to create the story. I guess you guys 
have to make the decision about which you would rather have. 

If you have ever read what has been written about Bishop lmesch in The Herald News, you would know that The 
Herald News has deliberately chosen to be the prosecutor, judge, and the jury of a trial against Bishop lmesch. I 
have served as the president of the national conference of diocesan vocation directors, and I am familiar with how 
the abuse scandal has impacted the Church throughout the country. In terms of numbers of victims and 
percentages of priests, Joliet has a far better than average track record regarding the abuse of chi ldren by 
priests. In some ways, that's very sad, because any victim is one too many, and we have had several victims. 
But in other ways, it makes it all the more curious why The Herald News wants to portray our situation in Joliet as 
one of the worst in the country, when it clearly is not. If you are interested I can tell you whose agenda you are 
feeding into with this mistaken characterization of the magnitude of the problem in Joliet. If you only knew there 
motives, there would be a huge mea culpa coming from Caterpillar Drive. 
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critique your stories in slightest degree, but facts are important to me. How can Bishop lmesch be responsible for 
abuse that took place before he got here? How can a priest be guilty of abuse before he arrived at the parish? 
Those are things that Ted's articles were claiming. If those seem slight mistakes to you, then I have no answer 
for that. 

You mentioned that regarding Randy's approach to errant reporters, "And woe to them who could not account for 
their mistakes." I cannot figure out what that means regarding Ted unless the punishment was to write more and 
more stories about the same thing. Because that's what we got. 

I was surprised by your own personal disdain for Bishop lmesch, when you said that "(Randy Chapman and 
Bishop lmesch) are both men, and they shared our front page Wednesday. That's where the similarities end." 
Wow. Those words speak volumes, no? I hope Randy doesn 't feel that way, because he will need the support of 
the Catholic community in his new role at USF. 

The diocese and bishop have been forthcoming with many details about the skeletons in the closet, not just to the 
States Attorneys but to the public. I asked some serious questions about skeletons that might be in the closet 
over at The Herald News. Can we expect any answers to those questions? 

My last question has to deal with the treatment of Father Radek in the paper the past couple of weeks. It is my 
understanding that perhaps Father Radek suffers from anxiety disorders and depression that is exacerbated by a 
difficult parish situation. What business is that of The Herald News, and why on earth are his personal problems 
the fodder for stories in your paper (and front page ones as well)? Talk about lost credibility. 

Sincerely, 

Father John Regan 
Joliet 

From: Reiher, Nick[mailto:NReiher@SCNl.Com] 
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2006 4:42 PM 
To: Fr John Regan; Wimbiscus, Bill; Chapman, Randy; Panieri, Rose 
Subject: RE: From OUR EDITORIAL BOARD . 

Father, thank you for your insights. 
It sounds very much as though you have never met Randy Chapman. Because if you did, you would know that 
Randy does not deflect difficult questions, he answers them. He does not ignore difficult problems or embarrasing 
issues, he confronts them. And during his 5 1/2 years with The Herald News, he has demanded the same of his 
editors and their staffs. And woe to them who could not account for their mistakes. All because Randy holds the 
community in the highest regard and knows that The Herald News, and all who serve here, are only as good as 
their reputation. Once that reputation is lost, as he said in his story, it is difficult, if not impossible, to regain. 
Until Bishop lmesch's difficult ies with the sexual abuse crisis, The Herald News regularly counted on him as a 
community leader and for his candor. His good deeds were well documented. The celebrations in 1999 for the 
diocese and him were a source of great pride for the community and great joy for those who covered them, 
including myself. 
Bishop lmesch lost that candor when he began to deflect important questions about priests who may have deeply 
hurt one or more of their flock. He lost much of his credibility when his testimony was released recently. 
Father Regan, I was brought up to respect the church and any person of the cloth. So I respectfully ask you to 
never make an association again between Bishop lmesch and Randy Chapman. They are both men, and they 
shared our front page Wednesday. That's where the similarities end. 
Randy Chapman commands great respect from inside The Herald News and throughout the entire community he 
has served so well, as evidence by the hundreds who stood in line to greet him at a farewell party here 
Wednesday night. 
As you have taken it upon yourself to critique our stories in slightest degree, we could not allow an error of the 
magnitude you made in the previous e-mail to stand unanswered. 
I suggest you do a bit more homework before drawing such inapproprate comparisons again. 
Respectfully, 
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Natalie Bayci 

From: Sr. Peg Ivers [sepeg@stdaniel.org] 

Sent: Saturday, May 27, 2006 4:44 PM 

To: Natalie Bayci 

Subject: FW: ARTICLE: Mixed views on the impending retirement of Bishop Joseph lmesch 

Hi Natalie, 

So great seeing you last night! Do hope you have a wonderful retirement! You so deserve it. 

Wasn;t sure if the bishop had this article or not. Thanks, Natale I 

Peg 

-----Original Message----
From: FBartz@aol.com [mailto:FBartz@aol.com] 
Sent: Friday, May 26, 2006 8:10 AM 
To: FBartz@aol.com 
Subject: ARTICLE: Mixed views on the impending retirement of Bishop Joseph Imesch 

Faithful see bishop's strengths and flaws 
B Y JANE MICHAELS 

STAFF WRITER 

000443 

Doings area Catholics have offered mixed views on the impending retirement of Bishop Joseph lmesch after 27 
years of leading the seven-county Diocese of Joliet. 

Some church members said they were confused by news reports linking the priest sex abuse scandal with 
lmesch's departure, calling it a resignation rather than mandatory retirement. Others said they had prayed for 
months about who would take over after June 21 when lmesch turns 75, the church's mandatory retirement age 
for bishops. 

"He was very nice," said St. Isaac Jogues parishioner Josephine Grisko of Hinsdale. "We celebrated our 50th 
(wedding anniversary) at the cathedral (in Joliet). I hate to see him go." 

Joe Gurgone of Hinsdale agreed. "He has been great for the Christian community. He's going to be missed 
greatly," Gurgone said. "He leaves big shoes to fill ." 

But some churchgoers were more critical. 

"It's a crime not taking those priests out of ministry and instead putting them in other parishes," Ann Talamonti 
of Hinsdale said. "He should be held accountable for that." 

Mary Therese McDonough, who now lives in Aurora but has been a member of Our Lady of Mount Carmel in 
Darien since 1991, also criticized lmesch for his handling of the priest sex abuse cases. 

McDonough said she found lmesch unresponsive to average parishioners too. Her former parish pleaded not to 
have a well-liked associate priest transferred before his term was up, but he still was reassigned, she said. 
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"I'm happy to see (lmesch) retire. He seemed pompous," Wrona said. "He didn't handle the scandal well. He 
seemed too arrogant." 

Jerome Kowalski, a parishioner at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Elmhurst, staunchly defended 
lmesch. 

"The bishop was a good pastor for his flock. That a small number of men under his command were bad does 
not make him evil," Kowalski said. "That he did what he thought right, which does not agree with his detractors, 
does not make him evil or them correct in their assessment. 

"He did not knowingly aid or support anyone who did harm to children," Kowalski said. "He may not have gone 
to the authorities as quickly as some might wish, but there was a seal of confession that must be taken into 
account, not unlike the attorney-client privilege." 

Many Catholics, however, took a middle-of-the-road approach, arguing that criticisms of lmesch shouldn't 
outweigh his positive contributions. 

"In 27 years he really brought the diocese very far. He put us on the map," Nancy Kummer of Darien said. 
"Hopefully he will be remembered for his entire time and not just the last few years. The church is better off 
having this (scandal) out in the open so we can all deal with it and continue on." 

Milt Honel of Elmhurst said he has known lmesch for many years and counts him as a friend. 

"He is a very warm, open person, always a pastor to his people," Honel said. "I will admit as he does that he 
could have handled the sex abuse priests better. 

"In the big picture of his administration, he has done many good things for the people of this diocese,• Hone! 
said. "He has always been open to suggestions and new ideas." 

Area pastors, too, appreciated lmesch's strengths as well as his weaknesses. 

"Probably the hallmark of what's gone on is the tremendous growth in the diocese." said the Rev. William 
Donnelly, pastor of St. Isaac Jogues Catholic Church in Hinsdale. 

Donnelly referred to the jump in the number of Catholics from 400,000 in 1979 to about 650,000 now. 

"In general, he's been very supportive of Catholic education, and very supportive of this parish," Donnelly said. 
"He's had the wisdom to realize that you can't micromanage every parish from Joliet." 

Donnelly acknowledged that the abuse scandal has been difficult for the diocese and the larger church. 

"People's faith has sustained them. Still, they've had some anger and disillusionment. It will take a while for the 
scars to heal, but healing has begun and will continue," he said. "It's always easy to focus on the sensational 
stories and not realize all the good that's gone on." 

The Rev. Robert Schuler, pastor of Notre Dame Catholic Church in Clarendon Hills, said he is grateful for 
support from lmesch for the parish's project to build a new church in 2003. But he recognized many 
parishioners have felt betrayed. 

"I'm glad he's able to retire now and go back to being a priest. He was always a good priest," Schuler said. 
"People recognize he's a good man, but he made mistakes in the past while we were unaware this was going 
on." 
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didn't deserve his trust. 

"And then we all took the words of professionals where (accused priests) were sent for treatment. We thought 
they could be rehabilitated," Schuler said. "Unfortunately, people got hurt. Is that inexcusable? I don't know. 
God will ultimately be the judge on the whole thing. Jesus loves us all through all the bad things that we've 
done." 

The Rev. Gavin Quinn, pastor of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church in Darien, agreed that the bishop 
made some bad decisions. 

"But that doesn't take away from all the good that he's done," Quinn said. "If he knew then what he knows now, 
his decisions would have been different. I don't think anybody early on realized how deep an addiction can 
become." 

Quinn said it's 10 times harder for a sex addict to overcome that compulsion than it is for someone addicted to 
alcohol or drugs. 

"When the religious fall, they fall very far. Unfortunately, we can't pray this away," Quinn said. ''And when 
children are hurt, it's much worse. We need the strictest safeguards in place." 

Mary Foley, beginning her fourth year as pastoral life coordinator of Mary Queen of Heaven Catholic Church in 
Elmhurst, said she recognizes lmesch's many contributions, as well as the need for continued healing and unity 
in the diocese in the wake of the abuse problems. 

"Countless people have suffered. The leadership of our church in every place, lay and ordained, must work 
together to continue to develop and sustain integrity, transparency and accountability in ministry," Foley said. 

Bishop James Sartain, who is currently the bishop of the Diocese of Little Rock, Ark., will be installed June 27 
in Joliet. 
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Two Predator Priests Worked in Three Illinois Dioceses 

Brothers Were Repeatedly Molested Bv Different Clerics 

Joliet, Rockford and Peoria Dioceses Are Involved 

What: 
At a news conference, two new child sex abuse lawsuits against two priests will be disclosed and 
discussed. Both clerics were suspended just this year. 

When: 
TODAY, Wednesday, May 24, 1:00 p.m. 

Where: 
At the law firm of Kerns, Pilrof, Frost & Pearlman, Three First National Plaza, 70 W. Madison 
(Suite 5350) in downtown Chicago IL 

Who: 
One of the victim's sister, ---- the attorneys, and the founder of a support group 
called SNAP, Survivors Ne~d by Priests. 

Visuals: 
Photos of both victims as children wiU be available. 

Why: 
In February, 34 year old ~ publldy disclosed and reported to Joliet Catholic officials 
that he was repeatedly~ as a child by Fr. James Burnett from roughly 1978-82. 
The crimes took place when ....i was roughly 8-12 years old and a member of St. Mary's 
parish In Mokena. 

At that time, Burnett was the rector of the cathedral of St. Raymond Olurch In Johet. Then
Bishop Joseph Imesch suspended the deric. 

-,~ For the first ti toda . brother_. is reporting his victimization by another priest, Fr. 
William D. Virtue. The crimes oo ptace-m 19'81-82, in tf'le rectl:>ry, confessional, and other 
places, when . was a 7th grader . • 38, is now a Vienna Il prison for drug possession & 
driving without a license. 

Both - are filing civil child molestation lawsuits today. 

Virtlle was ordained In 1975 worked in three dioceses. He was lnitlally in four Joliet diocese 
parishes: St. Mary Magdalene (Joliet, 1976) St. Dominic (Bolingbrook, 1978-79), St. Mary Nat ivity 
(Joliet, 1980-81) and St. Mary (Mokena, 1981). He then worked In the Peoria Diocese at Sacred 
Heart (Campus, 1982-87), Sacre Coeur (Creve Coeur, 1990), St Joseph's Nursing Home (Lacon, 
1991), Sacred Heart (Granville, 1992), Sacred Heart (Campus, 1993-95), St Mary (Loretto, 1993-
95), St. Theresa (Earlville, 1996-98), &. Sacred Heart (Farmer Oty, 2001). In 2003, he handled 
three Rockford diocese parishes (st Flannen in Harmon, St Patrick in Marytown and St. Mary's in 
Walton) His last two assignments were In the Peoria Diocese: st James (Lee, 2004) and St 
Teresa (Earlville, 2006), Where sex abuse allegations forced his suspension in February 2006. 

Burnett, who was ordained In 1968, worked only In the Jollet Diocese: Bensenville (St. Charles 
Borromeo 1969-75), Mokena (St. Mary's Church 1976-90), and Naperville (Sts. Peter and Paul 
Church 1991-2002). 

Contact: 
Attorney Jeff Anderson of St. Paul 612 817 8665 cell 
Attorney Marc Pearlman of Chicago 312 261 4550, 773 368 0142 cell 
Barbara Blaine of Chicago, SNAP founder 312 399 4747 
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t-r Jonn Regan 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Fr John Regan [frjohnr@dioceseofjoliet.org] 

Sunday, May26, 200611 :03 PM 

'tslowik@scn1.com'; 'bwimbiscus@scn1 .com'; 'Reiher, Nick'; 'rchapman@scn1 .com'; 
'mcappellini@scn1.com'; 'jhosey@scn1.com'; 'lranda@scn1.com'; 'swarTen@scn1.com' 

Subject: This week's stories 

Dear Ted {and other staff at The Herald News): 

fl00447 

Sorry for the delay in responding to your last story in The Herald News regarding the lawsuits against the 
diocese. I've had a busy week and many important things to do. 

In your story you accurately point out the discrepancy with the dates and ages of those making the 
accusations. According to the stories of the accusations that they are making, they would have both been born in 
1970. One claimed to be age 8 in 1978, the other age 10 In 1980. Yettoday neither of them are 36, one being 
34, the other 38. It's possible for someone to forget just how old one might have been when they were abused, 
although one would think something that traumatic would leave an indelible mark on one's memory. But how 
does one forget how old one is in any given year, especially when given time to prepare a law suit? 

Also, I didn't catch where Father Virtue was in 1980. You didn't list St Mary 's in Mokena as one of the 
parishes he was assigned to. Was he ever actually assigned to St. Mary's then? 

What's your take on the taped testimony on DVD? Would Jeffrey Anderson have approved of Bishop sending 
in testimony for his infamous deposition by DVD? Some people who know these brothers have come forward to 
say that they cannot be trusted. That could have been mentioned in your article. The fact that Father Burnett and 
Father Virtue have denied the accusations could also have been included in the article. 

It's too bad the younger Shanahan wasn't able to go through With meeting the Diocesan Review Committee. 
Then you would have had a source to tall<" aboutthe process from someone who actually did it, not merely 
someone who wants to talk from inexperience. It might be good to talk with a victim who has actually met with the 
reView committee to see if it was as draconian as you first reported {a packed room full of priests, psychiatrists, 
and lawyers with no opportunity for a companion to join them). I actually spoke with someone on the committee , 
and he told me that victims have had someone attend with them for support. They do not allow victim's lawyers to 
be present, because it is not a legal proceeding. As one reader commented, --..was able to do a 
public news conference about this. He certainly could have met with the revi~he wanted to. 

I guess we can all be baffled why the to ic of Father Virtue's dissertation was worthy of note in your article but 
not the checkered past of the younger . You certainly are selective of which details are the 
most important to bring to the table for any 1scuss1on o the matter. You obviously approach each story with your 
dog in the hunt. 

Also, I noted another interesting parallel in the posiUonlng of stories in the paper. This week the conviction of 
the prison worker as a sexual predator was given page 2 coverage. Maybe reporter Stewart Warren isn't 
pressing hard enough for his stories to get better billing. The filing of a civil lawsuit against two priests which had 
already been reported more than once through news conferences was given front page coverage again . You 
must know someone at The Herald News to get your old news in better positions than new news. 

I took the liberty to prepare a front page press release, a la Joe Hosey, regarding your upcoming transfer. 
think when you read it you may understand how embattled we priests feel when it comes to the truth at The 
Herald News: 

SLOWIK OUTI 
Talk around town is that Ted Slowik has been fired from The Herald News. Some 
are saying it was a forced resignation to help save face. Earlier this week it was 
announced that a oew publisher, Larry Randa, is coming in at The Herald News. 
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and reporter' s mistakes. Looking elsewhere, Slowik had to take a position at the 
Naperville Sun. Numerous e-mails to the reporter and editor have gone unanswered. 

000448 

Perhaps the truth would come out, but what difference should the truth make? We like the story as it is. We 
could put a correction ("Ted Slowik is becoming an editor at the Naperville Sun.j, on page 3 if that would help, 
but no apology would be needed. 

Of course I know that this is not accurate, and only wrote it for affect, not to actually hurt you. But I am sure 
that a cavalier approach to your reputation and career is not appreciated by you. Likewise, your constant and 
cavalier attacks on the reputations of brother priests who are innocent until proven guilty and our bishop are not 
appreciated either. 

I know that there is severe trauma to victims that has been caused by the real sexual abuse by priests. We 
cannot belittle that, and their cries have a right to be heard. No one is denying that. We cannot have anything but 
sympathy for those who have been victimized by any abuser, especially those in authority such as priests. And 
we ought to be outraged by the abuse of all those who have taken advantage of children, including the priests 
who abused. So much has been done by the Church and the Bishop to address the real issues of child abuse 
today. All of that is overlooked by the press, because they want to keep the story on what happened 20 years 
ago. 

There is the other side of the story. In case you don't know we have had at least four priests accused of 
misconduct who were later found either innocent or where the victims recanted their stories. You do the math in 
terms of the percentage of priests who have been found responsible of misconduct and those falsely accused. 
It's a pretty high percentage (20% or so are innocent). And that's of those where cases were actually filed . There 
may be many others where someone with an axe to grind simply called in a complaint that was later proven false. 
Anyway, three of these priests developed cancer within a year of the accusations. I believe the cancer was a 
result of the extreme stress of those situations. Two of them died early deaths in their 50s. After one of the 
victims recanted , the attorney who represented the victim never even had the courtesy to apologize to the priest 
for the pain he made him go through. 

Unfortunately these stories will never get reported, and we 're not asking for that. Most of us priests choose to 
live a relatively private, personal life. Our position in the community is often public, but we would rather minister 
the Gospel in anonymity. We don't need our stories out there for everyone to read. But people at the paper have 
to know this goes on so that when they make decisions about what to publish and how important to treat a story 
they can give balance and perspective. 

By the way, what is with Joe Hosey and his persistent attack on Father Radek? Can't a person have an 
emotional breakdown without it being reported over and over again in the newspaper? Are people's stress, 
anxiety disorders and depression fodder for reporters today? The editors really need to talk with Joe about whafs 
appropriate for a community newspaper, as we hear The Herald News referred to these days. 

I have simply asked for a fair, balanced, and appropriate reporting of these cases; and we get none of these 
from you or anyone else at The Herald News. 

Ted, good luck in your new position as City Editor at the Naperville Sun. I hope you won't have to report these 
kind of stories in your new position. I am moving on as well, to become a pastor in DuPage County - not the 
Naperville area, though. 

And I hope whoever takes your job at The Herald News in reporting about the Church will have greater 
understanding of the complexities of these matters and a better sense of fairness to all. I sincerely hope it's not 
Joe Hosey, because I am sure the one taking my job won't be nearly as vigilant as I am when it comes to 
reviewing his stories. 

Sincerely, 
- Father John Regan 
Joliet, IL 
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By Ted Slowik 
ST~FP. WRl!JlEA 

· :TOl.IET-1\v~ brothers are 
suing the RGptan Catholic Dio
cese of Joliet~ claiming~exual 
ab~en't ~r-jests. 
~!!Y:S he was 

inoleste4 f~he Rev. f am:sBur~ 
nett, and ays be 
was Faped and abused l)y the 
Rev. William Virt\l.e, 

B,o~h clef ~El :wetle pl~ced on 

admlnistrativeleave earHer this 
year. Burn~tt w!ls removed ~s 
pasto...,.of the Catltedl-al of St. 
.Raymoµcl, while Virtueo was 
taken Ol't of mh)istiiies at rural 
parishes in the Peoria and Rock· 
ford dioceses. 

The.brothers file4 S1.Jlts[1.1e.s· 
day in Will County Circuit 
Court, bringing to 15 the num· 
ber of.suits·p~ndingr1tgalnst the 
diocese in Wilt and DuPag¢ 
counties. 

-ofPhoe~ 
n~mFebru· ' 
ary with his claim tna~Burnett 
molested him repeatedly for 
four·:Years· beginnin.g approx,i
tnately when be was 8 years old 
in 197'8. Some of the alleged lb.· 
Cioeiits oecurred ill. a confes· 
sional at St. Mary Chµtch 'in 
Mokena he said 

says Vir
t ~Qlyand 
cotntnitted·othel,' abuses begin-

ning approximately in 19~0 
when he was a rn~ye~rc-olcl'altar 
boy. The alleged abuses 1»egan 
when Virt'ue caughl -
stealing at chureh, s .. ' 
torney, Jeff Anderson of Minne.'. 
a polis. 

Vittue allegedly sodomiz6d 
~tl!hechqrcl;l:,rectozy 
~ods treat.the cl'lurch, 
Ander.s~n said. 
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From page Al 

The dates eJted' in the law• 
suits, however, do not corre
spond to the men's ages. 

is serving a 
p t ~he Vienna 
Correctional Center for drug 
possession andior driving with 
a r.ev~ke~.~eense, 

1'After this abJ11Je bekan, .his 
life spiralled downward,'' Ander· 
son 'Said. 

'II " . . 

r Afl~as~o·ne otqer man 1s also 
claiming ab- se b u t~, An-
derson and said. 
The other - rep-
·rea:ellted J>y a differenc.1~9'er. 
who did not return· ealls seeking 
comment. 

Boch sults accuse the diocese 
a11d Bist10p Joseph Lmesch of 

Mgligeuce in <.:onne"bl:ion with'· 
the 'allegedaquses. 

Burnett, 63, has served at 
four parishe.s since lie was ot· 
clained in).968~ St. Charle~ Bor
romeo, Bensenvifle '.(1968-74); 
St. Mary, Mokena (197~·90); Ss. 
Peler and Paul, Naperville 
(1Q90~2-00~); and St. Ray inonc,l, 
200~·200.6. 

~ ... l J !.. I I . a I 

i ecliued to ap
P ~ . efore the dioc
esan review board, though he 
did submiUo the diocese a DVD 
of his testimony, hls attorney 
said. 

''There has been nQ aeclsion 
l}y tl1e review committee since 
'Fathev Bminett wa~ pl~eed on 
adminiSfrativeleave on Feb. 7,01 

cliocesa11 spokesman Tom Iter
ber s~·d Wednesday. The dio
cese would no~ rcomment on 

near Abby dai1y in HeraJ.dNe~vs 

pe11ding legal ac~on, he added. 
'Virtue, 571 an authQr who 

WTOte his doctoral dissertation 
about breastfeeding, began, his' 
clerical c~J"eer at St. MatY J\(ag. 
dalene in Joliet. He also served 
at St. Dominic in Bolingbrook 
and at Joliet's St, Macy Nattvity 

,and,S~cred J{earit chut:ches. 
He latertransietred to the Peo· 

rla Diocese and served at chU«:h-

·. 

es m-01-anvill~ t.or9-tta, ~rmerr ' •' 
Citf, Creve i,,oeur, Ea.rhville, 
Marytown and Walton a9d at a 
nursing home in Lacon. ~' 

,A spol(e$woman for; tn~Peo• 
ria Diocese didnotretur...n~a call 
seeking comment. • 

Contact Te4 Slowi~o p.t 
(815) 729-6053 or,

1 
at 

tslowtk@scnJ.:c()m. ' ' 
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~~Acted feb~uary 2014 2 brothers sue Joliet diocese, claiming abuse 
Released Apnl 2014 ~ 

BY CA11ILWf FALSANI ~ a!fegati<ins 1o 
- iW;g;.cn:Rr.,son;tr say& Bum~t't. Diocese, Said Thomas 

.197& ip 1982,,. Ket:be; diocesan~ 
Two Illinois brotbeTS Ol'I! suing was between 8 and. Bumeti ~ ~was erdained in 

the .Rom.aD C~llolic Diocese of 12, ms lawsuit. At tlie 1968 ana has served $CYeral 
Joliet and it.a outgoing leail'ol', $e of the alleged .abwe, Burnett parlshes in. the ;Joliet Di~, ill!-

. Bishop Josejlh Imescli., beeause. of also was a'Wi.gnea to St.. Marr.a. eluding St.. CQarles Boaomeo in 
the ~ual abuse tliey 81!1 tlleysuf- Removed from p·.a.Jj~ ministry B~nville anil Saixl~ Petet ~ii 
~ at the hands of two priests at. UL1n ,J>aul m N~e - is. on adm.in-. 
a MOkeiia pariSh more than 25 V.ittue, wno Wiis omamed in: istratiVe leave petid.iiig in"estiga-
~ ago. J!l 1975.leftt~JotietI>ioces&inJ.98,I tions by ~te child welfa?ll offh 

~ei:s, and has senced sev~ parishes in eials and diocesan mve~xs, 
Wedo ay the Peoria and Rockford dioceses K~ ' 
ag& Colltlty ~ the. intervening yea.rs. In PelJru- . ~ ~ntly is se~

~ lq].es,ch, the diQ<lflSe and the ary, Peona BOOiop· Daniel .Jenky mg a pni$0o ~ 1n Downstate 
p?ie9tS, the Rev. W.illiam Virtue and removed Virtue from publj.c Diin- VieJlDll for dru_g possesSion ;uta 

~ aniid allegations of sixual Elrivfug ~ a t:eV'oked or sµs
misconduct-with fi :mino.i: rela~ to pended license, a~:iding- tD Dli
incidents m.ere than 25 years old. nois Depo.ittnent. of COnections 
Virtue bas ~ed. the alteg11tions. ~ecords.. Ile also bas sei:ved time 

On Feb. 7, Ixnesch, who is .retgmg fo;r burgla:cy~ according to dep.art-. 
as oisMJ> next month. tEm<>veG& ment. record.8. 
nett from public.Diioimy after- cfal$an.i@surdi111.4.curn, 
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Natalie Bayci 

From: Fr John Regan [frjohnr@dioceseofjoliet.org] 

Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 11 :18 AM 

To : 'Randa, Larry'; 'Wimbiscus, Bill'; 'Panieri, Rose'; 'Reiher, Nick' 

Subject: Just for your information ... not publication 

Ms. Sarah Kleman, 
3400 Timmons Lane #41, 
Houston, Texas 77027 

Dear Ms. Kleman, 

fJ0045.i 

I saw your letter that was published in The Herald News today (July 11). Unless you are a long time 
reader of The Herald News and if you only saw my guest column, you are probably not aware of the 
history of what I was writing about. 

There has been so much written in our paper that was seemingly written as attacks. It would be hard 
to receive the comments of the lawyers, SNAP, and some of the reporters in anything less than a desire 
to see our former bishop and to some extent the diocese destroyed. 

Ms. Klemen, no matter what we have to deal with, tragic or joyful moments, easy or difficult 
situations, we can move forward with a positive attitude, that is, with the intent of truly bringing about a 
positive future. 

For example, when a family experiences divorce, the attitude of the parties makes a huge difference 
for the future of its members. We don't forget about the divorce or pretend it never happened. If 
parents spend all their time trying to rehash old arguments, using the children to get back at spouses, 
continue to call each other names and attack each other, that kind of attitude and behavior leaves its 
mark on every member of that family. However, if parents can do their best lo overcome the bitterness 
of whatever brought about the divorce, desire the best possible future for the children, and work together 
for the things that will bring a better future, that kind of attitude and behavior will leave its mark as 
well. 

I never suggested we forget about the abuse that happened in the past. There is still much that needs 
to be done in terms of restitution and support of victims, as well as in making sure our children are 
protected for the future. I am sorry you feel that moving forward with a positive attitude is such a bad 
idea. Am I to presume that you want us to go forward with a negative attitude? 

I also said it's the work of everybody, not just victims, lawyers and journalists. Priests, bishops, and 
laity all need to do their part as well in creating a better future. An honest and fair assessment of our 
past is very important for us all. 

Also, I never referred to the sexual abuse of minors as "unpleasantries." I am surprised that you 
would use that word or take that attitude. It makes me sick to think of what some priests did to young 
people in abusing them. To call them "unpleasantries," as you do, seems to trivialize the pain that 
victims have gone through. I would never trivialize the suffering of victims of abuse by anyone, 
especially by priests. 

7/11/2006 
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betrayed children over and over and over for decades," as you claim. I think that lawyers have played a 
necessary role in bringing the abusive actions of priests to the public. However, in just a few years, it 
seems that some lawyers have come to see suing the Church as their opportunity for a career, and a 
lucrative one at that. You should read what some of the lawyers are saying in Washington State, where 
they are trying to insist that the dioceses close parishes and schools and sell properties to pay for huge 
settlements to victims. When asked about where worshippers should go once their churches, places 
where generations of families worshiped and celebrated sacraments, are sold, one lawyer said, "They'll 
find some other place to go." How callous do the lawyers need to be, before people wake up and see 
that they care more about their pocketbooks than ordinary people in the pews? 

It is interesting that someone that has no connection to SNAP or any organization whatever would be 
reading the local newspaper in Joliet. Every comment I have received from people locally has been 
supportive (although I know there are likely some in the area who disagree with me), and the only 
negative comments I have received have been from far away. Can I ask, if you have no connections 
with anyone invo1ved with sexual abuse by priests, what prompted you to find us in Joliet? 

Finally, to address the "whatever has happened in the past is in the past" hope. It was certainly not to 
belittle the affects that the abuse caused. This comment referred to the hope that with a new bishop and 
a new publisher that a new opportunity is before us here in Joliet to replace the prior ways of dealing 
with the relationship between the Church and the paper with a more positive attitude for the future. It is 
with that same hope that I write to you today. 

Sincerely, 

Father John Regan 

Empty words and wishes 

Thanks to your newspaper for letting us all know that the Rev. John Regan wishes us all to go forward with a positive 
allitudc ("Here's hoping diocese gets fair coverage," July 6). It's so nice to think we can just wish these "unpleasantries" 
away. 

I am not a member of SNAP or any organization whatsoever. Nor am I a lawyer or a plaintiff in any case. I am just a 
betrayed cradle Catholic. The Herald News should not be fooled by the Rev. John Regan's suggestion that this is all 
about lawyers, lawsuits and money. The only reason lawyers entered the picture is because the Catholic Church 
betrayed children over and over and over for decades. Your reporters should not lose sight of the history of child abuse 
in the Cathol ic Church, long before lawyers got wind of it. 

Does The Herald News believe that "whatever has happened in the past is in the past"? It is not. Your reporters 
should continue to keep in mind that we are talking about tens of thousands of American children molested and 
silenced with threats of violence to them and their families. The victims still suffer with their shame and their failed 
lives. Some are functional, perhaps even positive. It can't be surprising that others fell into substance abuse, having 
been introduced to substance abuse by their parish priest. Still others have their jail sentences stretching out before 
them. Is that in the past? Has the Rev. John Regan commuted their sentences? Does he dare to presume that his empty 
words mean anything to ethical reporters with journalistic integrity? 

Sarah Kleman 

7/11/2006 
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NAME 

Tom Bartuska, M.D. 
Mary Collins, M.D. 
David Zinn, M.D. 

Garth Amondson, Psy.D. 
Joseph Fortunato, Psy.D. 
John Kluczyski, Psy.D. 
Brad Small, Psy.D. 

Carroll Cradock, Ph.D. 
James DeLeo, Ph.D. 
Richard Dobbs, Ph.D. 
Richard Ney, Ph.D. 
Ann Timothy, Ph.D. 
James Zullo, Ph.D. 

Elaine Byrne, LCSW 
John Carney, LCSW 
Richard Madison, LCSW 
Mary McCarthy, LCSW 
Anita Miller, LCSW 
Jane Peller, LCSW 

THERAPISTS 

CITY 

Orland Park 
Wheaton 
Chicago 

Oak Park 
Chicago/Westchester 
Elmhurst 
Addison 

Chicago 
San Diego 
Joliet 
Elmhurst 
LaGrange 
Chicago 

Naperville 
Joliet 
Joliet 
Naperville 
Elwood 
Wheeling 

Eileen Taflan, LCSW(English & Spanish) Lombard 

Joan Zientek, M.A. Oakbrook 

John Farrell Homewood 
Jill Gardner Chicago 
Patrick Kennelly Wheaton 

(J00455 

PHONE 

708-364-1050 
630-906-5120 
312-881-1164 

708-930-1833 
708-562-6960x2 
708-941-1551 
847-836-8508 

312-769-6200 
619-444-5126 
815-744-6997 
630-530-8551 
708-482-9960 
312-342-1846 

630-717-1157 
815-725-6511 
815-
630-369-3834 
815-423-5237 
847-424-9344 
708-415-0481 

630-834-3345 

708-957-3662 
312-769-6200 
847-310-8578 
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MENTAL HEAL TH PROFESSIONALS 

Sara Brown, M.D., Joliet, 815-725-6511. 

Elaine Byrne, LCSW, Naperville, 630-717-1157. 

John Carney, LCSW, Joliet, 815-725-6511. 

Carroll Craddock, Ph.D., Chicago, 312-769-6200. 

Richard Dobbs, Ph.D., Joliet, 815-744-6997. 

Jill Gardner, Chicago, 312-769-6200. 

Thomas Lee, M. D .. Joliet, 815-725-6511 . 

Richard Madison, Joliet, 815-725-6511. 

Mary McCarthy, MSW, Naperville, 630-369-1462. 

Anita Miller, LCSW, Elwood, 815-423-5237. 

Richard Ney, Ph. D., Elmhurst, 630-530-8551. 

Joan Zienteck, Oakbrook, 630-834-3345. 

James Zullo, Ph.D., Westchester, 630-562-1260. 
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LEFT PRIESTHOOD OR DISMISSED PRIOR TO 2002 

Priest 
Malzone, John 

Slown, John 

Allegation made 
2002 

9/77 
2/80 

Action 
1961 Therapy for compulsion, psychosis, anxiety 
1971 Left priesthood 1971 

1977 Placed on temporary leave 
1980 Sent for evaluation & therapy; treated for alcoholism, then 

entered St. Luke Inst. ; St. Luke recommended return to 
past.min. 
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1983 Alcoholism, Leave; evaluation; manic-depression diagnosis; 
therapy, left ministry 

:::0 'Tl 
m :::o 
nO 
os: 
:::0 -I 
c:c 
CJ>m 

Slade, Henry 

Gibbs, Larry 

Gibbney, Michael 

Mullins, Larry 

Stefanich, Edward 

1/4/90 

1/14/93 

1985 
1993 

1986 
1993 

1986 

1990 Evaluation & therapy, left priesthood 

1992 Leave 10/30/92; sent for treatment; left priesthood 

1985 Sent for treatment 
1993 Referred for evaluation/therapy; left ministry 

1986 Evaluation & therapy 
1993 Administrative leave & therapy & left priesthood 

1988 Dismissed from clerical state 

White, Myles 1990 (arrested) 1990 Leave; incarcerated 
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PRIEST INCARDINATED IN ANOTHER DIOCESE-1 
Priest Allegation made Action 
Ross, Anthony 1993 1993 Sent for evaluation & therapy, then restricted ministry 

************************************************************************************************************************* 

EXTERN PRIEST - 1 

Priest Allegation made Action 
Mateo, Leonardo 1987 1984 Left Joliet Diocese for Virginia. Later returned to Philippines 

1991 Letter sent to his bishop 
2002 Letters sent to his bishop April 17 & October 9 - 2002 

********************************************************************************************************************************** 
PLACED ON LEAVE BEFORE JUNE 1, 2002 -6 
Priest Alleaation made 
Dedera, Philip 1995 

Howlin, Carroll 

Lenczycki, Frederick 

Meis, Anthony 

O'Connor, Donald 

Poff, Edward 

4/11/02 

1995 
2002 

1984 
2002 

1993 

5102 

6/28/94 

Action 
1995 Evaluation, treatment, restricted ministry 
2002 Placed on leave 4/12/02 

1995 Temporary leave 
2002 Administrative leave 4/02 

1984 Sent for therapy 1/1/84; then restricted ministry 
2002 Administrative leave 4/02 

1993 Removed from parish ministry, received therapy & then 
restricted ministry 

2002 Administrative leave 4/02 

2002 Administrative leave 5/02 

1994 Evaluation, treatment, & restricted ministry 
2001 Retired 
2002 Administrative leave 5/13/02 
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*********************************************************************•********************************************** 
Q. a. 

~ ~ 
~ g-LEFT PRIESTHOOD OR DISMISSED PRIOR TO 2002 tV c 
0 QI 

Priest 
Malzone, John 

Slown, John 

Slade, Henry 

Gibbs, Larry 

Gibbney, Michael 

Mullins, Larry 

Stefanich, Edward 

White, Myles 

Allegation made 
2002 

9/77 
2/80 

1/4/90 

1/14/93 

1985 
1993 

1986 
1993 

1986 

1990 (arrested) 

Action 
1961 Therapy for compulsion, psychosis, anxiety 
1971 Left priesthood 1971 

1977 Leave 
1980 Evaluation; therapy; treated for alcoholism; entered St. Luke 

Inst.; St. Luke recommended return to past.min. 
1983 Alcoholism, Leave; evaluation; manic-depression diagnosis; 

therapy, left ministry 

1990 Evaluation & therapy, left priesthood 

1992 Leave 10/30/92; sent for treatment; left priesthood 

1985 Treatment 
1993 Referred for evaluation/therapy; left ministry 

1986 Evaluation & therapy 
1993 Administrative leave & therapy & left priesthood 

1988 Dismissed from clerical state 

1990 Leave; incarcerated 
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PRIEST INCARDINATED IN ANOTHER DIOCESE - 1 
Priest Allegation made 
Ross, Anthony 1993 

Action 
1993 Evaluation, therapy. Restricted ministry in another diocese. 
1997 lncardinated in another diocese 

************************************************************************************************************************* 

EXTERN PRIEST - 1 

Priest Allegation made 
Mateo, Leonardo 1987 

Action 
1984 Left Joliet Diocese for Virginia. Later returned to Philippines 
1991 Letter to his bishop 
2002 Letters to his bishop April 17 & October 9 - 2002 

********************************************************************************************************************************** 

ON LEAVE BEFORE JUNE 1, 2002 - 6 
Priest Allegation made 
Dedera, Philip 1995 

Howlin, Carroll 

Lenczycki, Frederick 

Meis, Anthony 

O'Connor, Donald 

Poff, Edward 

4/11 /02 

1995 
2002 

1984 
2002 

1993 

1980 (attempted abuse) 

5/02 

6/28/94 

Action 
1995 Evaluation, treatment, restricted ministry 
2002 Placed on leave 4/12/02 

1995 Leave 
2002 Administrative leave 4/02 

1984 Sent for therapy 1 /1 /84; then restricted ministry 
2002 Administrative leave 4/02 

1993 Removed from parish ministry, received therapy & then 
restricted ministry 

2002 Administrative leave 4/02 

1980 Outpatient therapy 
2002 Administrative leave 5/02 

1994 Evaluation, treatment, & restricted ministry 
2001 Retired 
2002 Administrative leave 5/13/02 
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*************************************************************************************************************** 

ON LEAVE AFTER JUNE 1, 2002 - 4 
Priest Alleqation made 

Fischer, Lowell 1993 

Pock, Donald 1969 

Formusa, Salvatore 1962 

Dugal, William 
~/ ,, . ./)/.., 116 ,;~ 

5/20/02 

Action 

1993 Retired 
2002 Administrative leave 6/26/02 

1975 Treated for alcoholism. 
2002 Administrative leave 6/26/02 

1964 Treatment - ongoing; 
2003 Administrative leave 

1985 Retired 

2002 No ministry because of longstanding debilitating disease. 

************************************************************************************************************************ 

DECEASED PRIESTS - 5 

Priest 
Dinan 
Frederick, James 
Ruffalo, Richard 
Storm, James 
Walsh, Oliver 
UIV-1#-<' _, v 8 &c!rt~1.~,.,.1 

Allegation made 
4/18/02 
1967 
11/1997 
5/02 
5/02 

Action 
1996 Deceased 
1967 Leave; treatment for alchoholism; Deceased 1988 
1997 Deceased 2/1997 
197 4 Deceased 6/7 4 
1975 Deceased 1 /15/75 
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PENDING CASES 
Priest 

Dennerlein, Arno 

White, Thomas 

Allegation made Action 

2/03 2003 Temporary administrative leave 2/03 

10/03 2003 Temporary administrative leave 10/03 --0 
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UNSUBSTANTIATED 
Priest' 

Barrett, John 

_. ' ft!: I 

..,.~~~~ 

Foley,.Michael 

-

Stalzer, David 

• '. 6 

Allegation made Action 

Returned to ministry 

Returned to ministry; deceased 

Returned to ministry, deceased 

Returned to ministry 

Retired, can minister .. 

Returned to ministry, deceased 
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Priest Ordained Status 
r '<;ra, Philip 11/1/72 Removed tr~ ministry 2002 

3: ;:o-1 ;;o 
<D s: (0 Ci> Dennerlein, Arno 5/31/69 Removed from ministry 2003 (i) <.... a. 
Cl) )> Q) ("') (/) si 
<D (0 . 
Q. a. 

Fischer, Lowell 5/8/54 Removed from ministry 2002 
)> ,, ;tJ 
-0 (0 

~ g- m 
tV c ("') 0 Q) 

Formusa, Salvatore 4/27/35 Retired 1985 ~ -< 0 +'- "" 
~ ;tJ .,.. c Frederick, James 5/30/59 Deceased 1988 en 

Furdek, John 612184 Removed from ministry 2000 
;tJ 
m 
("') 

Gibbney, Michael 5/24/75 Removed from ministry 1992 3:m -< 
Gibbs, Lawrence 5/12/73 Removed from ministry 1992 

enm 
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Howlin, Carroll 5/26/61 Removed from ministry 2002 
;tJ -n 
m;tJ 
("') 0 

Lenczycki, Frederick 10/21/72 Left diocese 1984 03: 
;tl~ 

Malzone, John 5/30/55 Left ministry 1970 c::c 
enm 
QC 

Mateo, Leonardo 3/17/56 Left diocese 1984 -n-0 
CD ("') 

Meis, Anthony 8/15/72 Removed from ministry 2002 -m en en 
Mullins , Lawrence 10/15/77 Removed from ministry 1993 ~m 

"tJ 0 
--n 

O'Connor, Donald 5/23/64 Removed from ministry 2002 3: c... 
mo 

Pock, Donald 6/7/58 Removed from ministry 2002 en r-
("') -:cm 

Removed from ministry 2002 
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Poff, Edward 6/7/58 
0 
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Ross, Anthony 11/11/72 Left diocese 1993 ...... 
I 
N 

Ruffalo. Richard 5/30/59 Deceased 1997 (11 
I -.. ~ - N 

Slade, Henry 5/31/69 Removed from ministry 1990 0 
0 z 

Slown, John 5/30/59 Removed from ministry 1983 ~ 0 en . 
Stefanich , Edward 5/25/65 Removed from ministry 1987 

0 ) 
.a:i. w 
co 

White, Myles 5/28/68 Removed from ministry 1992 



Priest Ordained Status 
D · 'ra, Philip 11/1/72 Removed frr 11inistry 2002 
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)> ,, ;tJ 
-0 (0 

~ g- m 
tV c (") 0 Q) 

Formusa, Salvatore 4/27/35 Retired 1985 ~ -< 0 +» "" 
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Priest Ordained Status 
D" · "'ra, Philip 11/1/72 Removed frr - '11inistry 2002 
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Dennerlein, Arno 
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MISC. RECORDS RECEIVED FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET ON 7-25-12 NO. 441 
MISC. RECORDS OF BISHOP IMESCH 

Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 
Released April 2014 

1. Dedera 
2. Dennerlein, A. 
3. Fischer 
4. Gibbney 
5. Gibbs 
6. Howlin 
7. Lenczycki 
8. Mateo 
9. Meis 
10. Mullins 
11 . O'Connor 
12.Pock 
13. Poff 
14. Ruffalo 
15. Ross 
16.Slade 
17.Slown 
18. Stefanich 
19. White, M. 
20. White, T. 

Deceased & unknown 
Dinan 
Frederick 
Storm 
Walsh, 0 

Retired & unknown 
Formusa 

Left ministry 35 years ago & unknown 
Malzone 

Out of ministry & unknown 
Dugal 

000469 



2003 
~ - Gibbs 
03 Doe 87 Lenczycki 
2/03 .. Dennerlein 
5/03 Howlin 
6/18/03 / Gibbs 
The Audit was held t~e week of September 15. 2003 
1 0/14/03 / Slown 
10/14/03 / Slown 

i 
10/17 /03 1 Slown 
11 /03 / Howlin 
2003 ! / Stefanich 

I J 

2003 / 1·- Stefanich 

78/79 
84 
77 
96 
60'-70's 

60's 
60's 
66 
96 

2003 / ,/ Dee - White, T. 
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- Dedera 
- Dedera - allegation made 10/4/02 

- '"'eis 
____ - Ross 

- - Ross 
- Ruffalo 

-Slade 
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- --lade 

- Dedera - allegation made 4/15/02 

- White - allegation made 9/24/92 ------ White 
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1iiiiiiiiiii=Malzone - allegation made 2002 
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MISC. RECORDS RECEIVED FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET ON 7-25-12 NO. 444 
MISC. RECORDS OF BISHOP IMESCH 

Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 
Released April 2014 

@ 

MEMORANDUM 

February 12, 2004 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

Bishop Joseph L. lmesch 

Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

Response to Letter of Bishop Wilton Gregory 

/ 000472 

The following information was prepared as background for your response to Bishop 
Wilton Gregory's letter (see attached) regarding the form to Mark Chapko. 

"Fourteen priests were placed on Administrative leave; six of them before June of 2002 and 
eight others after June of 2002." - Bishop lmesch (February 2004) 

NAME MONTH & YR 
Dedera, Philip 4/02 

Howlin, Carroll 4/02 

Lenczycki, Frederick 4/02 

Meis, Anthony 4/02 

O'Connor, Donald 5/02 

Poff. Edward 5/02 

Dugal, William 5/02 

Fischer, Lowell 6/02 

Pock, Donald 6/02 

Dennerlein, Arno 2/03 

White, Thomas 10/03 

Formusa, Sal ???11 /03 or 12/03 

Si Judith A. Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 



1 . 'NITH UNSUBTANTI ATED 
L.__,dl 5/28/76 Placed on disabilit. · - Nursing home 2000 

LIVING AND IN PROCESS OF DETERMINATION 
Lyons • 5/28/60 Left ministry 6/71 

NOT OF OUR DIOCESE 
Berthiaume Administrative Leave April 2002 

UNSUBSTANTIATED or FALSE ACCUSATION 

Barrett 2002 Administrative Leave May 2002; reinstated 

Bennett 2004 Unsubstantiated May 2005 ... Unsubstantiated January 2003 ·-:,.. 

Temp removal 2002; restored 

~--·· ,. ~ 
Stalzer 1993 Administrative Leave ; reinstated M~rch 1994 ; died June 2000 ,.. 

Unsubstantiated 

White, T. 2003 Administrative Leave 2003; reinstated March 2004 

DECEASED WITH UNSUBSTANTIATED ALLEGATION 
Davis 6/2/84 Retired 1988, Case settled 1994, died March 2003 

Foley 

DECEASED 
Dinan 

• Storm 

Van Duren 

Walsh 

11/9/74 Placed on leave May1992, reinst~ted June 1993, died December 1998 

6/6/37 Died December 1996 

5/22/52 Died June 1974 

5/31/52 Died August 1997 

6/28/60 Died January 1975 
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MlSC. RECORDS RECEIVED FROM THE DIOCESE OF~T ON 7-25-12 
; · ~~ MISC. RECORDS OF BISHOP I B~ 
Redacted February 2014 ' 
TMJA 

NO. 446 

Released April 20J6uET DIOCESAN PRIEST~ ' 

Active until removed in 2002 
Dedera 
O'Connor 
Pock 

Had been working outside the Diocese 
Howlin 
Lenczycki 
Meis 

Retired prior to 2002 
Fischer (ret. 1993) 
Poff (ret. 2001) 

Removed from ministry prior to 2002 
Jg Fur<:lek 

&" I Gibbney 
GibfJs 
Mullins 
Sla~e 
Stefanich 
White 
S Lo/JN ti C~r9JJA $ 

Deceased 
Ruffalo 

DIOCESE OF CLEVELAND 
Berthiaume 

DIOCESE OF SANT A ROSA 
Ross 

DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD 
Ryan 

( 
/ () Falsely Ace.used 

Barrett PHILIPPINES 
Stalzer Mateo 
Foley 

17 1L. 
• , £ "1 a fi . 5 S'( t • sf f I .e , T '. I?"-,,. r' ; ltf 

No offense with min.ors 
Kocher 

(J00475 




