





fondle me and once again, he would masturbate.

12. The abuse occurred in many locales: at a Fort Madison rectory, my
room, the bathroom, on country roads in his car...wherever he chose.

13. In 1961, on numerous occasions, he would take me swimming at the
Lend-A-Hand pool with a group of students from St. Alphonsus. He placed his hands
in our swimsuits. He referred to them as the "Rod Knockers". The abuse would
occur even at the pool. After swimming at the Lend-A-Hand pool, he would take the
other boys home and drop me off last so he could take me to E. 46th Street and
fondle me on the dirt road.

14. He would often abuse me right in my parents’ home. He would excuse
us saying he was going to hear my confession and take me to my room where the
abuse would occur.

15. He once took me to a cabin on the Mississippi River which was owned
by fhe Optimist Club. Many other children were also present. He would have us
swim naked and fondling would occur. One boy, after the first night of a two night
weekend stay, got up and was upssi and said he was sick and demanded that he be
taken home.

16. He would take me for the weekend to Fort Madison where he would have
me sleep in his bed in the rectory with him. He would masturbate me then he would
have me masturbate him. He would also let me drive his Oldsmobile ‘98 alone, even
though | was too young to have a driver’s license.

17. He often asked me if | wanted to play what he referred to as the "skin



























nature of it by the Diocese of Davenport, | believe | was mentally ill and developed
various psychological coping mechanisms and symptoms of psychological distress.
| admit that | am not an expert and do not completely undersutand how and to what
extent my shame, ‘guilt, self-blame, depression, repression and disassociation has
affected me. However, | know that | was unable to discover the nature and extent
of the abuse and the causal relationship between the extent of the sex abuse and my
injuries until, at the earliest, 2003. | am still not fully aware of the nature and extent
of ths abuse and the nature and extent of the damages that | have suffered and it is
my understanding that | ém still suffering from a mental iliness that dates from the

time of the abuse.

Further, Affiant sayeth not.

ES WELLS

Subs X jbed and gworn to befgre me this

l“-“.‘u

A7 4 ,4(,,’7/’
"‘-'-"i= Pubfic in and for’

the{State ‘of lowa

, 2003.

Susan Perrin-Sallak
<';‘: Commission No. 113079
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October 14, 1955

1

Your Exeellency:

Father Corcoran just called frem
Burlington long distance., The Chief of Pelice
of Burlington was just up to see him sbout & let-
ter which he (the Chief- of Police) had received
from the Police in Newton., Clinton has also been
contected, '

Father Janssen is the one they were
inguiring about, It seems that Father Janssen
frequents the YMCA at Newton, Father Corcoran
did not mention the precise matter at issue be-
cause of the danger of scmeone listening, But
] gathered it comncerns a morals charge.

' Father Corcoran felt there was
a certain urgency to the matter, He thought scme-
thing should be done before the blow-up comes

an? the Church suffer, He mentloned that maybe
T:¢ zr Walsh at Grinnell could leok into the

Ll

Father Corceran said he heard ink-
lings of this a year age but dismlissed it as have
ing no foundatien,

MJD
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Ostober 21, 1555

Most Rev. Relph Hayes, 8. T. D.
Coegrove Bullding
Davenport, Iowa

Most Reverend and dear Bishop,

.Replying to your letter of the 18th relative

to the party about whom you inquired, will
say that there have been Bome rumors but
‘owing to the fact that he has been here
with me for some time, I would prefer if it
puilts your Execellency, to have you send an
investigator of your own choosing and get
the report direetly from him,

Obedient 1y yours,

«7@77 i
T. J. Me OCann

EXHIBIT

7

JJ 102










BISHOPR'S HOUSE
1430 CLAY STREET
DAVENPORT, IOWA
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Novembey 9, 1956

Rev, James M, Janasen
315 So. 2nd Ave, Vest'
Newton, lova

Reverend deay Yether:

You are hersby relieved of your apypoint-
ment as sssistant %o Father T, J, MoCann, 8acred
Beart Church, Newion, and are ;granted an indefi-
nite leave of absende from the Diccese,

This order is e2fective as of Tuesday,
Xovember 13, 1956, and you are likewise dirscted
to lévve the Diccese inmmediately or Just as soon
&8 possible,

I am engloaing a check in the amount of
$100,00 to aasist you in your initisl expenseas.

I

‘Y do beg of you to implere tha intercessien
o2 the Blessed Hother g0 that you may obtaln from
her Divine Son the graces of which you atand in
need,

Sinderely yours in Chriat,

¥Most Rev, Ralph L, Hayes
-Bishop oZ Davenport,

g EXHIBIT
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Novenbey 9, 1956

Rev, James M, Janssen
k13 80. 2nd Ave, Vest'
Newton, lova

Reverend deay Fathers

You are heredy relieved of your appeint-
meont as assistant to Father T, J. MoCann, Sacred
Heart Churgch, Nevion, and are ;granted anm indefis
nite leave of absence from the Dioccese,

This ordey is e2feciivé aa o2 Tuesday,
Rovemnber 13, 1958, snd you are liksvise direoted
to leEwve the Diccese immadistely or just as soon
88 pessibdble,

I am enalosing a check in the amcunt of
$100.00 to assist you in your initial expesnsea,

F s

‘X do0 beg ol you to inplore thée interoession
of the Blessed Hother so0 that you may obitaln Irea
her Divina Jon the graces of whioh you atand in
need,

Sincerely yours 4in Chrissg,

Most Rev, Ralph L, Hayes
-Bishop ot.nlv-nport.
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ST. ISAAC JOGUES RECTORY

106 WEAT FOURTH STREET
HINSDALE. {LLINOIS

-y

My 22, 1553

The Mosi Reverend Ralph L.. Haves, 8. T. D.

Bishop of Davenport
Cosgrove Building
Davenport, Iowa

Dear Bishop Hayes,

We have had a priest of your diocese, Rev. James Jansgen, living
here with us for the past few months while he was golng to school at Loyola
University. The priests of the parish and the parishioners are well pleased
with the interest that he takes in the parish and the work that he does.

We were flguring on Father Janssen steying here until the end of
August and were most surprised when he told us sbout 2 week ago that you
desired him to come back to the dliocese of Davenport for the summer.

One of the assistants of the parish will be gone for the summer
for his firast visit back to Ireland since he left to come here to study in
the seminary. The other will bhe gone for two weeks to satisfy hls obligation
in the National Guard.

Since Father Janssen mentioned that you wanted him back, we have
been locking everywhere for a replacement for him, but have been unable to
find ore. We would appreciate it exceedingly 1l you could see your way clear
to allow Father Janssen to remain here at least until the end of August.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Rev. Martin A. Henehan
Pastor




ST. ISAAC JOGUES RECTORY

306 WEST FOURTH STREET
HINSDALE, ILLINOIS A

¥ay 25, 1958

Begr-Bisop-rayesy

I am writing in regard to the letter of Father Martin HYenehan,
Pastor of st. lsaac Jogues “hurch, Hinsdale, Illinois, I want you to lmow that I am
most willing to abide by your decision either way in this regard.

The priests of the mrish here have been most (ind to me while I
have been attending classes at Loyola bniverioty. They have provided me with room and
board and Mass _tipends which was of great assistance to me during the past nine
months., I personally feel an obligation to help them out during the swumnmer months because
they are uneble to pget any priest at this time. I know there is a great shortage of
priests in the “Yiocese at the present time and if you can't spare me for the spmrmer
I will return at any time you wvish.

I aig looking foriard to receiving my .A. degree from Loyola
University on June 1l. I am typing the final thesis at the presert time.

In closing, I am lookins forwzrd to next september when you will
celebrate the fifty years as & priest and twenty five ¥y ars as a Pishop. Lt is my
prayer that Almighty God may grant you mzny more years. You have been most kind to
me personally and I appreciate all you have done for me. You truly have buen my
good friend and counselor.

With every best wish for you, I remain

Yours in Chrisi,

"%?:“ A=y CL P-4 L ri,
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Lewls Towars @ .3820 North Michigan Avenue @ Chicago 11, lilinols @ Df-:lav;aro 7-3389

™~

WILLIAM J. DEVLIN, S.J., M. " LOYOLA CENTER FOR GUIDANCE
GEORGE 1. STANT M.D. )

Comalins P AND PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICE
MAGDA & AINOLD

A cnitia Procilogis ] Auguat 12, 1958

MARCELLA A, TWOMEY

Sapacvhing Prychologint
CHARLES L. DOYLE, 8.
Direcior

His BExcellency,
The Most Reverend Ralph L. Hayes
Bishop of Davenport .
1430 Clay Street
Davenport, Iowa.

Dear Blshop Hayesa:

According to my records 1t 1s about a year slnce
T gent to you a report of my work wlth Father Jansen.
I appreciated your kind letter of acknowledgement.
I like to check up on such cases after scme time has
passed, to dlscover, 1f possible, whether my prognosis
was correct. .

I believe I suggested the assignment of some mature,
understanding priest, as Father Jansen's aplritual director --
some one wlth whom he might develop a close relatlonship.

A relationship such that Pather might fael he ‘could ecall on
hinm at any t:Lme. )

I have wondered how thls came out and 1f you were able
to find such a director. If you have time, in the midst of
your many concerns, I would be grateful for any news concern-
ing this priest, whom I feel was capable of a very good
adjustment.

JeVePo Stewart

Pdychologist
’ : Loyola Center for Guidance
' 4 EXHIBIT

tabbles”

The Loyola Centor for Guidance is one of the agencles of The Catholic Charifies of the

Archdiocese of Chicago, and is endorsed by The Chicago Association of Commerce and JJ 123
Tndiwbos Coloarelnbinne lrvastiosting Commitse. for the waar andina December 31. 1958,
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BISHOP'S HOUSE
1430 CLAY STREET

DAVENPORT, IOWA October 1, 1958

Rev.. Fr. M. A. Henehan
5t. Isaac Joques Rectpry
306 West PFourth St.
Hinsdale, Ill.

Rev. dear PFather:

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter
of September 29th. with enclosed letters. You will appreciate
how shocked L was at the disclosure. It is consoling to know
that no general notoriety has arisen, and 1 pray that none )
may result. L am of course willing to confer with you if you
think it is necessary or advisable., L have arranged to con-
front the party concerned in a dzy or so and will take all
necessaxry ateps in the matter. '

L regret that one of ours should have be-
trayed your hospitality and caused you such distress.

Again thaenking you, 1l remain,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

HR g p B L Aaghr

Bishop of pDavenport.

EXHIBIT
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BISHOP'S HOQUSE
1430 CLAY STREET

DAVENFORT, IOWA Dycember 16, 1960.

) "+, Davenport, of St. Mary's
Parish called to see me at Chancery Office to-day and +told of
relations of Father Jannsen and her sonm, ry who is Fourteen
Years of sfe and in the eighth grade in 'St. Hary(s school.

Father Jannsen visits her home frequently and is freguently alone witt

her son; Mrs. . has seen tham wrestling to-gether and closely
embrecivg each other, .

Last evening- December 15, 1960~ in her kitchen she fouﬁd them with

th eir arms around each other; and when they left, she found a
dirty note on the floor. She cannot prove that Pr. Jannsen wrote
the note, but she is certain that it is not in the hand-writing

of her son. .

. Pr. Jannsen frecuently takes glo.;e for a xide in his cer so mucl

so that her other sons have tslked zbout it. Yhis happened last
night- Thursday, Dec. 15, 1960 after some effair at the Friendly

House.

Fr. dannsen kas on three or four ozcasions driven alone with to

Lest

Mrs.

Chicago; the last time w<:s the day after Thenksgiving of this
Year. .

July or August, Fr. Jannsen drowe - and two (%0 boys to
Fro¥ida this time 2 man from St. Mary(s parish, who suspected
that thiggs might not be proper, concocted an excuse to go along.

glso reportzd that another woman of the parish on one oc-
casion found Fr. Jannsen and one of her boys alone in & roon in
her house in a very compromising position. ( Yhis second woman is
a ¥rs. .+ of St. Mary's perish and a2 sister of L)

was vsry much upset; she is not bitter against Fr. Fannsen;
she vities him and thinks he is no*% responsible for his actions,
Her husband ¥mnows nothing of the situation aznd she is afraid to
inform him. He had a severe nervous break-down & year ago and

fears he would have a set-back.

W, X etz
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Janssen, James M., Assignment Record

Edward A. Cone
was pastor and sole
priest in the 1948
Directory. In the
1949 Directory,
Cone is listed as
pastor with Revs.
"Aloysius V.
Hauber,
Administrator,
Martin B. Manning."
In the 1950
Directory, Hauber is
pastor and Manning
is assistant. Cone
is not indexed in the
1950-51 Directories,
but the Davenport
pages list him as
Absent on Leave at
the Abbey of Our
Lady of the Holy
Trinity, a small
Trappist monastery
in Huntsville UT.

brief.

8/48

5/18/50

St. Paul’s

Burlington

Assistant, 2/2.
Pastors were Rt.
Rev. Msgr. Walter
E. Cullinan, who
left to become dean
of Ottumwa at St.
Mary of the
Visitation, and Rev.
Henry J. Corcoran,
who was also 1 of 4
diocesan Parish
Priest Consultors.

Grade school had
161 pupils, and St.
Paul's Central High
School had 136.

5/18/50

719153

St. Irenaeus

Clinton

+ A boy at the
diocesan St.

Vincent's
Orphanage
alleges that
he and other
boys there
were abused
during this
period while
swimming
unsupervised
with Janssen
at St.
Ambrose
Academy.

Assistant, 2/2,
Pastor was Rev.
E.F. Jackson, who
was also 1 of 4
diccesan Parish
Priest Consuitors.

Grade school
{bottom picture at
left, dated 1913) had
183 pupils in 1950-
51. A letter from a
YMCA official in
diccesan files says
that Janssen "had
been moved out [of
Clinton] as a result of
homosexual
tendencies." The
letter implies that
some of these
activities took place
at the Clinton YMCA.

www.bishop-accountability.orgfia-davenport/assignments/Janssen-James-M-Davenport-lA.htm

212



12H12M1

Janssen, James M., Assignment Record

www. bishop-accountability. orgfia-davenport/assignments/Janssen-James-M-Davenport-lA.htm

7/9/53 8/16/53 St. Joseph's East Pleasant|lA Assistant, 2/2. Chancellor Dingman
Plain Pastor was Rev. wrote of Janssen's
Paul C. Wetzstein. |"obsession against
* The abuse the place" because
of the boys Janssen didn't have
from the access to "youth”
diocesan who were his
orphanage "primary interest.”
Wcontinued in "There must be
this period. something going on.”
After a fruitless pep-
talk from Bishop
Hayes, Janssen was
put briefly on leave.
Janssen is not listed
as being here in the
Directory because
the assignment was
briet
779153 8/16/53 St. Frances Xavier |Richland 1A Assistant, 2/2. Mission attended
Cabrini Pastor was from St. Joseph in
Wetzstein. East Pleasant Plain.
A mission is a small
|church without a
priest, staffed from a
Inearby parish.
719153 8/16/53 Immaculate Polishville [IA Assistant, 2/2. Mission attended
Conception Pastor was from St. Joseph in
Wetzstein. East Pleasant Plain
8/16/53 12/6/53 Whereabouts » James N. Leave of absence
unknown, but spent [Wells
time in Chicago and |describes how
probably in his uncle
Davenport Janssen
Wbegan to
abuse him on
Thanksgiving
Day 1953,
when the boy
was 5 years
old. Janssen
was under
suspension at
the time. The
abuse would
continue
during
Janssen's
various
1assignments
until 1962,
1217153 11/13/56 Sacred Heart Newton 1A Assistant, 2/2. This assignment
Pastor was Rev. ended after Janssen

Nz
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Janssen, James M., Assignment Record

+ A victim's
account of
being abused,
and of how
Janssen used
petty crime to
groom his
victims.
Janssen was
transferred
from Newton
after 4
families
complained
about him.

* The abuse

of the boys
from the

diocesan
orphanage
continued until
the middle of
this

Thomas J.

having heard
rumeors about

about a morals
charge against
Janssen at the
Newton YMCA.

McCann, who on
10/21/55 admitted

Janssen's conduct,
but asked Bishop
Hayes to follow up

on a police inguiry

was arrested for
shoplifting in Des
Moines, and after
unsolicited
complaints conveyed
by YMCA officials on
11/2/56. (1, 2)

11/9/56

6/6/58

Loyola University

e‘iﬁ%&nt.

absence"

"Indefinite leave of

Put on leave by
Bishop Hayes and
expelled from the
diocese in response
to complaints from
YMCA officials.
Janssen's therapists
at the Loyola Center
for Guidance and
Psychclogical
Service told Hayes
that Janssen needed
psychotherapy and
subsequent frequent
meetings with g
spiritual director.

11/56

6/58

St. Isaac Jogues

Hinsdale

+ Account by
a St Isaac
Jogues
parochial
school
student of
abuse that
began while
Janssen was
assigned to
this parish.
Photos show
the boy when
the abuse had
just begun (A)

and later (B)

www.bishop-accountability.org/ia-davenport/assignments/Janssen-James-M-Davenport-l1A.htm

scouts and the
teenagers”

Work with "the boy

Davenport
incardination but
working in Joliet IL
diocese (the bishop
there was Martin D.
McNamara). A letter
in Davenport
|diocesan files from
Fr. Martin A.
Henehan, pastor of
St. Isaac Jogues,
states that Bishop
Hayes knew about
the Hinsdale
appointment.

412
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when his
"sense of
religion" was
“for the most
part gone.”
When the
victim's
mother
discovered
obscene
letters
hetween the
boy (C) and
Janssen (D)
and gave
them to the
parish priest,
the priest
wrote to
Hayes, and
Janssen was
suspended
from his new
position at
Holbrook (see
next entry).

Janssen, James M., Assignment Record

10/3/58

St Michael's

6/6/58

Holbrook

* The alleged
abuse of the
Hinsdale altar
boy (previous
antry)
continued
through the
summer that
Janssen was
in Holbrook.
The boy cut
grass at the
church and
his parents
even visited.

* By the time
Janssen was
pulled from
Holbrock, he
had taken a
group of Boy
Scouts from
lowa
(including his
nephew
James Wells)

on trips to

VIiew coipses

{at the Cook

www.bishop-accountability. orgfia-davenport/assignmentsiJanssen-James-M-Davenport-lA.htm

Substitute pastor

Janssen was
assigned to serve
alone at Holbrook. A
Loyola therapist
wrote again to Hayes
during this solitary
assignment to ask
whether Hayes had
named a spinitual
director for Janssen,
and Hayes said no.
This assignment
ended when
Janssen's abuse of a
boy in his previous
Hinsdale IL
assignment was
revealed to the
pastor by the boy's
mother and Hayes
was informed. (1, 2,
3) Hayes

512
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Janssen, James M., Assignment Record

County

Morgue (para.
3). The Wells

family moved
to Davenport
in 1958;
abuse that
had happened

16-8 times a

year now

became more
t

acknowledged
receipt.

* Account of
sexual abuse
at a cabin on
the
Mississippi in
1960, and the
indifference of
Loftus and
Franklin when
the victim

www.bishop-accountability. orgfia-davenport/assignments/Janssen-James-M-Davenport-1A.htm

Pastor was Rev.
James J. Hopkins;
he visited
Chancellor Dingman
on 1/10/61 to report
that a victim's
mother might go to
the police about

.[Janssen. Dingman

relayed this news to
Bishop Hayes,

10/3/58 1/26/59 Abbey of Our Lady of|Dubuque 1A Indefinite Hayes interviewed
New Melleray suspension as Janssen and
"vindictive penalty." |[danssen "confessed
The abbot was Rt.  |his guilt"; Hayes
Rev. Dom Philip suspended him; and
O'Connor, Chancellor Dingman
0.Cs.0. swore to keep the
case secret. From
the abbey, Janssen
confirmed his guilt
and begged for
mercy; Hayes
consulted Abbot
O'Connor; the abbot
Jreplied favorably
(summary by
Davenpori diocese,
p. 3).
1/22/59 6/25/59 St. Patrick's Delmar 1A Vicar ecomone Appointed to Delmar
(administrator) with restrictions.
« James Wells
and an altar
boy at St.
Joseph's in
Davenport
{where Bass
worked 1957-
66) were
allegedly
abused by
Janssen
during his
time in
Delmar.
16/25/59 6/29/61 St. Mary's Davenport 1A Assistant, 2/2. Parish school had

209 pupils in 1960-
|61. Janssen was
transferred to St.
Joseph's in Fort
Madison after
complaints 1, 2, 3, 4,

612
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Janssen, James M., Assignment Record

came forward
in 2002.

saying that Hopkins
thought "the police
would find it difficult
to make the boys
talk. Father

Janssen has them
intimidated "

6/29/61

11/5/66

Fort Madison {{A

St. Joseph's

< A
remarkable
account of a
boy's happy
childhood
ruined by
sexual abuse,
orgies,
ﬂpomography,
and sacrilege.

* A subtle
description of
Janssen's
methods and
of the ring of
priests around
him.

« Victims from
these years
also describe
being pimped
by Janssen to
a Memphis
priest (in
1963) and
later to Rev.
William F.
Wiebler. The
abuse of
James N.
Wells
continued
here (para. 16-
18).

Assistant, 2/2.
Pastor was Rev.
Leonard M. Boyle
until his death on
11/5/66.

Grade school had
135 pupils in 1961-
62.

11/5/66

2/1/67

Fort Madison

St. Joseph's A

Administrator, 1/1.

2/1/67

10/11/79

A

St. Joseph's

Sugar Creek

= Account of
the victim’s
first abuse in
the Sugar
Creek rectory,
of trips 1o
Tennessee
and Florida,
and of being

www.bishop-accountability. orgfia-davenport/assignments/Janssen-James-M-Davenport-1A.htm

Pastor

A 2{26/69 letter from
Rev. Theodore A.
Geerts to Bishop
O'Keefe proposes
Geeris's "living in
community” with
Janssen at St.
Joseph's in Sugar
Creek. Other small
parishes could be
added to St.
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shared with
Bass.

» Account of
oral rape in
the Sugar
Creek rectory.

Joseph's, as O'Keefe
himself apparently
suggested. The
community didn't
happen, but in 1972,
St. Mary's in Bryant
was added to
Janssen's
responsibilities as a
mission of St.

o772

214179

St. Mary's

Bryant

* Some of the
abuse
described in
the previous
entry occurred
while Janssen
worked at
Bryant,
concurrent
with his Sugar
Creek
assignment.

Pastor

RS attended

from St. Joseph's in
Sugar Creek, which
had previously been
covered by Rev.
Edward U. Ruhl,
chaplain of Mercy
Hospital in Clinton. In
the 1973 Directory,
Ruhl is indexed at
Bryant, but is listed
only at the hospital,
not at Bryant, which
Janssen is now
covering. In the 1974
Directory, Ruhl is
gone from the
hospital and Rev.
Msgr. Ambrose J.
Burke is chaplain, a
surprising change
from the year before,
when he was dean of
Clinton and pastor of
St. Mary's. Ruhl is
listed mysteriously
as being at 2761
Scott Street,
Davenport, a few
blocks from the
chancery and
Assumption High
Schoal.

1973

Member of the
Priests' Senate

2/1/76

1/1/89

Member of the

Priests’ Personnel

Board.

Vicar General
Michael J. Momissey
"suggested” to
Janssen on 1/13/88
that he resign from
the board and seek
no other diocesan
Woffice, after James
Wells met with
Morrissey.

10/11/79

10/21/80

St. Anthony's

Davenport

www. bishop-accountability. orgfia-davenport/assignments/iJanssen-James-M-Davenport-1A.htm
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» The boy who

co-pastor, Janssen
assisted Msgr.

www.bishop-accountability.org/ia-davenport/assignments/Janssen-James-M-Davenport-l1A.htm

absence for health
reasons"

had been Thomas J. Feeney,
groomed by who was vicar
Janssen and general of the
then raped by diocese, first
him in the synodal judge, and
Sugar Creek a diocesan
rectory was consultor.
abused by
Janssen into
adulthood,
and some of
that abuse
occurred at
the St.
Anthony's
rectory.
7/24/80 7/31/90 Diocesan director / |Janssen's
chaplain of the Boy [resignation from this
Scouts. post was accepted a
week after Rev.
Robert T. McAleer's
7/23/90 letter to
Bishop O'Keefe,
summarizing
allegations against
Janssen.
10/21/80 18/15/90 Sts. Philip and Grand 1A Pastor, 1/1.
James Mound Janssen succeeded
Very Rev. Patrick
*» Donald J, V. Duggan, who
Green's was also dean of
account of the Clinton deanery.
abuse during When Janssen was
a 1982 trip to suspended, Rev.
Tennessee Msgr. Michael J.
and Florida, Morrissey became
as well as a pastor, an unusual
description of appointment for the
other vicar general.
"sleepovers.”
Parishioners
warned Vicar
General
Morrissey
about the
sleepovers in
1983.
8/15/90 11/5/91 "Indefinite leave of |Granted on 7/31/90,

a week after Fr.
Robert T. McAleers
7/23/90 letter to
Bishop O'Keefe,
summarizing
allegations against

912
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lJanssen
11/5/91 2003 St. Vincent Center  [Davenport 1A Retired. Janssen lived at the
St. Vincent Center in
Davenport with
retired Davenport
Bishop O'Keefe,
Vicar General
WMorn'ssey,
Chancellor Leo
Feeney, Vice
Chancellor Parizek,
and other diocesan
officials, as well as
accused priest Frank

Martinez.
? 4/15/96 QOur Lady of Victory |Davenport |lA "Coverage" for Rev. |Vicar General
Daniel C. ordered such

Mannhardt, who lcoverage ended, and
was in residence  {followed up with a
here. Pastor was  |confidential letter to
Rev. E. William all active priests. In
Kaska. Assistant [a comment on this
was Rev. Martin G. lassignment record,
Goetz. diocesan lawyer
Rand Wonio states
The 1996 Directory |that Mannhardt had
Ireports that at this  Jthe hospital ministry
time Janssen was |at Genesis (see next

living at the St. entry), and Janssen
Vincent Center with fwas helping him
Vicar General there. It is not clear
Marrissey, from Wonio's

Chancellor Feeney, |comments whether
\ice Chancellor the "coverage" that
Parizek, accused |Janssen was

priest Frank providing to
Martinez, and Mannhardt involved
several former work in the parish as
deans. well. For this reason,
we have not included
Janssen's
"coverage"” in the
entry for Our Lady of
Victory in our [ist of
parishes where
accused priests have
served. The parish is
in that list,
unfortunately, but
that's because Rev.
James E. Leu
worked there for 6.5
yvears. Mannhart's
chaplaincy at
Genesis is not listed
in the 1995 or 1996
Directory.

? 4/15/96 Genesis Medical Davenport IA QOutpatient program

www.bishop-accountability.orgfia-davenport/assignments/Janssen-James-M-Davenport-lIA.htm 1012
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Center, Multiple and 14 beds in
Adictions Recovery |* Vicar private rooms for
Center General inpatients. See
IMorrissey comment on
spegifically previous entry.
prohibited
Janssen from
further contact
with a teenage
boy who was
a patient at
MARC.
8/30/00 Scott County Family |Davenport A Lifeguard and When Janssen's
Y and Davenport teacher positions were
Outing Club featured in a Quad-
City Times article,
BishopFranklin
issued a precept
prohibiting work that
brought Janssen into
contact with minors.
6/14/04  |6/18/04 Request for
jlaicization reportedly
sent to the Vatican.
7/28/04 Janssen laicized; the
Vatican notified the
Davenport diocese of
this action almost
two months later on
9/20/04; the diocese
announced the news
on 9/23/04.

Source: Official Catholic Direcfory (New York: Kenedy and Sons, 1949-2003). Diocesan documents submitted as
exhibits to Plaintiff's Statement of Disputed Facts in Resistance to Defendants' Motions for Summary Judgment
(Wells v. Janssen and Diocese of Davenport, Scott County District Court, Law No. 101220, served 5/14/04) and
Plaintiff's Statement of Disputed Facts in Resistance to Defendants' Motions for Summary Judgment (John Doe 1l v.
Janssen, Bass, Geerts, and Diocese of Davenport, Scott County District Court, Law No. 101428, served 5/14/04).
Dates of assignments drawn cautiously from Bishop William E. Franklin, "A_Historical Accounting of Clergy Sexual
Abuse of Minors and Action Taken Regarding Certain Priests”" (Davenport, lowa: Diocese of Davenport, February 25,

2004).

Priests in a Parish: We use the following convention to show a priest's place among the clergy of a parish: 1/2
means that he is the first priest listed in the Official Catholic Directory (usually the pastor) and that there is a total of
two priests at the parish. The shorthand 3/4 means that the priest is listed third on a four-priest roster. See our

sample page from the Directory.

Note: The Official Catholic Direcfory aims to report the whereabouts of Catholic priests in the United States on
January 1 of the Directory’s publication year. Our working assumption is that a priest listed in the Direcfory for a
given year was at the same assignment for part of the previous year as well. However, Kenedy and Sons will
sometimes accept updates well into the year of publication. Diocesan clergy records are rarely available to comrect
this information. The Directory is also sometimes misleading or wrong. We have tried to create an accurate
assignment record, given the source materials and their limitations. Assignment records are a work in progress and
we are always improving the records that we post. Please email ug with new information and corrections.

This assignment record collates Janssen's career history as it is represented in the Official Catholic Directory and
other sources with allegations against him as they are described in survivors' accounts and diocesan documents.

www.bishop-accountability.orgfa-davenport/assignmentsiJanssen-James-M-Davenport-l1A.htm
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Janssen has denied all charges, but in notes written by Bishop Hayes on 10/3/58, Janssen is said to have
"confessed his quilt," and Janssen himself wrote to Hayes on 12/11/58 to say "| amn {ruly repentant for my past sins.
Aaqain. | am sorry for those relapses into sin which | admitted to you at your home" (p. 3). However, we make no

representation regarding the truth of the allegations we report, and we remind our readers that in the U.S. judicial
system, a person is considered innocent until proven guilty.

A Note on Nomenclature: We use the term "assignment records," instead of the more common "service records,”
because "service" is not an appropriate word for the activities of an abusive priest. Dioceses are often less than
forthcoming about the activities of retired priests, but when we can determine those activities, we list them in these
assignment records, particularly if they involve ministry. Retired priests remain under obedience to their bishop, and
even the activities of laicized priests should be a concern to the diocese.

This assignment record was last updated on 10/28/04.

www.bishop-accountability. orgfia-davenpert/assignments/Janssen-James-M-Davenport-lA.htm 1212
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Documenting the Abuse Crisis

BISHOPACCOUNTABILITY.ORG | Do§imentingthe Abuse Crisis

Frequently Requested Documents

Diocesan archives contain many documents that offer general insight into the sexual abuse crisis and the bishops’
involvement.

Future lowa Bishop Will Conceal Janssen

In this document, the chancellor of the Davenport [A diocese swears to keep the facts of Rev. James Janssen's
case secret. A sexual correspondence between Janssen and a boy had recently been discovered by the boy's
mother and reported to Janssen's bishop, Ralph Hayes. The priest had recently been suspended by Hayes, and the
latest offense had occurred during that suspension. Nevertheless, Janssen was soon returned to active duty, and
another priest mentioned in the correspondence, Rev. Bass, was promoted to Vocations Director. Dingman's silence
enabled Janssen to abuse many other boys during the next 35 years of his career.

www.bishop-accountability.org/docs/requested/1958_10_03_Dingman_JanssenQOath.htm 1/2







12A2M John Dee liI's affidavit about Janssen (5/11/04)

Documenting the Abuse Crigis

BISHOPACCOUNTABILITY.ORG l in the Roman Catholic Church

Survivors' Accounts

Diocesan files and court cases are precious sources of survivors' witness. Legal affidavits are the the most
detailed and personal accounts we have of sexual abuse by priests, and the nearly 200 bishops' archives
contain thousands of survivors' accounts. These letters and memos of conversations convey the evasions
and secrecy of the bishops, and the frustration and intimidation regularly experienced and overcome by
victims of abuse.

Janssen in Fort Madison

This 2003 account of alleged abuse by Rev. Janssen offers an important description of a sexual abuse ring
in Davenport, Towa. But it also shows the behavior of the priests in context, and the life of one victim
before and after the abuse.

www.bishop-accountability. org/accounts/2004_05_11_JohnDoelll _JanssenFortMadison.htm 13



12A211

John Doe [II's affidavit about Janssen (5/11/04)

iIN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT IN AND FOR SCOTT COUNTY

JOHN DOEll,
Plaintiff,
Law No. 101428
VS,
FATHER JAMES JANSSEN, AFFIDAVIT OF JOHN DOE 1l

FATHER FRANCIS BASS,
THEODORE ANTHONY GEERTS
AND THE DIOCESE OF DAVENPORT.

et St T S St gt Npml ma® Vmet P Tt e

Defendants.
STATE OF IOWA )
) ss
COUNTY QF SCOTT )

I, Jonn Doe lll, being duly swom under oath, states as follows:

1. Growing up in Fort Madison was exciting and adventurous for me. |
was born in 1952, There were woods to explore, a swimming pool at the other
and of town that | rode my bike to and, of course, the Mississippi. My childhcod
was happy My father worked in a security positicn and my mother was a siay at
home mom.

2. Both of my parents were Catholic and { was baptized at St. Joseph's
Church. I attended kindergarten at Jackson Public School and thereafter attended
St. Joseph's School from 1st grade through 8th grade. ! trained and served as an
altar boy at St. Joseph’s from 1864 until 1965.

a. My femily life was free of any type of abuse or negleci. | felt safe
with my family, mv town and my church. | was able 1o walk to school alone and
g0 to movies aione. Ages 10 and 11 were spent mostly fishing and hunting.

4. At church. the pastor was Father Boyle and the assistant was Father
Stanger. Father Boyle was a kindly man who loved children and Father Stanger
was a strict disciptinarian. Father Boyls would overlook minor trespasses such as
being late for mass (if you had a good explanation) while Father Stanger would
chide one for it. In 1961, Father Stanger ieft and was replaced by Father Janssen.

EXHIBIT

b

www.bishop-accountability. org/faccounts/2004_05_11_JohnDoelll_JanssenFeortMadison.htm
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5. Father Janssen was considered by many of the parishioners as a
“modern’ priest. Before the abuse i remember him quoting popular songs of the
day into his sermons. The women in the parish seemed to love him and when he
spoke with our moms he would address them as *mother (last name).’

6. The first sexual abuse occurred in 1964, when | was 12 years old. It
was [ate summer and the first sexual abuse happened in Father Janssen's office
{in the St. Joseph's school basement under the stairway next to the gym). | was
helping Father Janssen clean up the office {I felt so proud that he had asked me to
help him). Afterwards, we sat on the couch in his office and Father Janssen put
his hand on my knee and said, "Trust me?" Then he moved his hand up my leg
toward my crotch and each time he moved his hand he repeated, "Trust me?”
When he reached my crotch (we both were wearing street shorts) he rubbed my
genitalia with pants on and made giggling sounds and said he felt something hard.
He undid my button and zipper. He stroked my penis a few times and said, "Does
that feel good?” Then he said we could double our pleasure and took down his
pants and we stroked each other's penises simultaneously a few times. He asked
me if | knew what a blow job was and | said yes, but | had never done that. "Go
ahead and give it a try”, he said. | didn't know how and just put my lips on his
penis and literally blew air onto his penis. Janssen said to suck and move my head
up and down which | did. He stretched out on the couch and grabbed two coat
hooks attached to the wall above his head. After a few minutes he said it was my
turn. | was on my knees on the floor and he had me sit on the couch. He then
began to perform fellatio on me with him on his knees. | told him it felt scary and
he said "why?" He then sat next to me and we mutually masturbated each other
unti! ejeculation, He told me this was our “secret”. | always felt if | told my
parents about the abuse, my life would be ruined.

7. | knew a boy at St. Joseph's school at the time but only spoke to him
briefly at Settler's Park. ! knew he hung around with Janssen sometimes, but |
didn't know he was being sexually abused too until he toid me. in addition, he told
me that if we hung around Janssen we could go places out of town and play
cards in his office and smoke cigarettes {| began smoking at this time). | knew
some of the older boys that were now in high school had hung around with
Janssen and knew they were considered cool and tough and did go many places
with Janssen. The older boys then in high school had only casual contact with
Janssen.

8. Most of the sexual abuse for the next few months was in Janssen's
office, the gym locker room and in his restored Model A Ford in the garage next to
the school. Mostly it involved Janssen, two other boys and myself. Many times it

Previous Next Page

Page
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was group sex like mutual masturbation or fellatio, or a combination of
masturbation and fellatio involving the four of us.

9, It was during this time that | was first invited to Father Geerts’
rectory at St. Boniface Church in Farmington, lowa. The first time it was Geerts,
Janssen, two other boys and myself. All of us had sex in the same room at the
same time (upstairs in the living room next to the master bedroom} where we
played cards (hearts), a five-cent slot machine and bumper pool. We had free
access to alcoho! at the rectory. Geerts fondled me (my genitalia) and inserted his
finger into my anus during this weekend. We also were shown pornographic
movies, magazines and playing cards to get us in the mood for sexual activity. All
of the pornography was kept in the basement locked in a double door cabinet. It
was agreed that if anything happened to Geerts, Janssen would get rid of it. The
weekend would start Friday night and end Sunday night.

10. 1 can't remember how many times | was at Geerts’ rectory, but it was
generally the same each time {(Geerts, Janssen, another boy and myself]). Janssen
had a Polaroid instant camera and on occasion took pictures of myself and the
other boys nude with erections. To this day, | worry about those pictures, if they
still exist, if they've been passed around, if someone loaded them on to the
internet. it's one of the haunting memories that will never go away.

11. Many times at Geerts’' rectory we played strip poker followed by
group sex. | participated in and witnessed mutual masturbation and mutual fellatio.
Two times at Geerts’ rectory, | sort of ‘checked-out'. One of those times was
while watching Janssen and Geerts perform mutual fellatio on one another. The
other time was when | witnessed one of the boys performing fellatio on Geerts
while Geerts was kissing another boy on the lips with his finger in the anus of the
boy he was kissing.

12. The first time | went to Lampe’s cabin on the Mississippi River {south
of Montrose, lowa)}, the pesople present were Janssen, Geerts, Bass, myself and
six other boys from St. Joseph’s School. The weekend consisted of the usual
group and couple fellatio/masturbation in the cabin and on the Lampe's docked
houseboat. During this weekend, Father Bass masturbated me while he performed
fellatio on ancther boy.

13. | can’t remember how many times | went to the cabin, but during one
of the times there was a big. party with Janssen, Geerts, Bass and several boys
present for the weekend. That night something happened that | can't remember, |
checked-out this time by completely dissociating from my body by floating outside
the cabin. The next day | threw rocks at Janssen and hit him several times. Only

|Previous [Next Page

Page
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fragments remain of that night. Pieces come back to me in a recurring dream
about that night, always crying and screaming are in the dreams.

14. There were so many instances of sex with the three priests,
especially, Janssen, that | can't give an accurate number. A favorite act Janssen
liked was to ask for a match and put his hand in our pockets fondling us until we
were hard. Or, having us look for something in his pocket and having us fondle
him untii he was hard.

15. During this time, Janssen encouraged us to shoplift, tie and pull jokes
on people. An exampfe of this was at St. Joseph’s church bazaar. One of the
boys told me that the chili was being made in the gym kitchen for the bazaar the
next day. It was in a large pot left to simmer all night, Janssen and the other boy
ejaculated into the pot and laughed sabout it the next day while watching
parishioners eat. Janssen was also brazen about his sexual activities. He had
one of the boys masturbate him while he was saying mass. The aitar had been
moved forward and we could sit behind and underneath it during services, which
we did at times.

16. Janssen encouraged us to steal things he could use. He was big into
coin collecting and sponsored several coin shows in the gym at St. Joseph's
School. He would go around and find out what different collectors had for sale and
then tell us boys to steal those and give them to him. An especially easy target
was an old man from Missouri nicknamed Kahoka Joe. He was in a wheelchair and
easy to distract. We (the boys) stole many coins from him and gave them to
Janssen. After church on Sundays we (the aitar boys) often helped Janssen open
the offering envelopes. Many times there was loose money and often times
Janssen pocketed it and usually gave us some too.

17. Stealing was a double standard with the priests. Once while staying
at Geerts' house (the rectory in Farmington) another boy and myself stole his
antique car he kept in storage in the rectory garage. We were arrested by the
Farmington police and Geerts and Janssen had to come to the police station the
next morning to get us out. They were both furious. The police released us into
the custody of Janssen who we needed to report to once 2 month for two years
{part of our probation). These charges were expunged. Janssen did threaten me
that if anyone further found out about this my Dad would lose his job.

18. Once while playing football with some of the other boys down at
Lampe's cabin, a male neighbor came out and yelled at us that everyone knew
what we were doing with those priests. He said we were queers. Another one of

|Page

Previous Next Page
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the boys and | talked about it later and the other boy said we were queers. This
was something | had never thought of. | never thought of how other people would
view us if they knew, | never considered myself homosexual and we (the boys)
even laughed at queer jokes.

19. Janssen told me | could never tell anyone, ever, because if | did no one
would believe me. He also told me if | told, | would never get married (because a
woman wouldn't marry me). And, if | did marry and she found out | would never be
trusted around kids. An example he gave was that if | had a son and went camping,
and the son and | were alone in the woods, the wife would think we were having sex.
This threat scared me into silence. | always felt my life would be ruined if | told.

20. At Janssen’s direction as my priest, he heard my confessions. This
would be done face to face and not in the confessional. | would confess to him after
abuse by him that “l blew someone” {which was Janssen). He would giggle and
forgive me for my sins. He made a point of having the altar boys confess their “sins”
of sexua! abuse by him before he would clear them for serving mass. | was also
afraid of having to explain to my parents why | would not have been fit to serve mass,
so | blindly followed his directions. | witnessed Janssen, Bass and Geerts confessing
their sins to each other face to face.

21. In 1967 Janssen was transferred to Sugar Creek Parish. My family
had just moved to Davenport and | stayed at his rectory in Sugar Creek four
different times. Three of the times | spent the weekend and the last time | was
there | stayed two weeks. During the weekend visits it was Janssen and one other
boy. During the two week visit it was Janssen and two other boys. It was at this
time that Janssen started pushing me away.

22. During the last two weeks at Sugar Creek | helped Janssen and two of
the other boys tear down an outhouse. It was surrounded by poison ivy and | broke
out. Janssen took me back to my parents' house and when | left his car | didn't look
back and decided that | would never hang around him anymore.

23. Since that time | have run into Janssen only two times. Once was
when | was attending St Ambrose College and he was in the union with two boys,
about 15-16 years of age, getting ready to go swimming. The other time was at a
store called Turnstyle where we talked for awhile. When we turmned to say good-
bye, he gave me the finger.

Previous Next Page
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24. Since that time | have thought about the abuse every day in some
fashion. | was always afraid someone would find out. | went so far as to deny my
religion and avoided telling anyone | was from Ft. Madison.

25. My self esteem was shot. | felt like | and the other boys were the only
ones that something like this ever happened to. Many things happened to me after
the abuse that | couldn't understand. | suffered from depression, a suicide
attempt, alcoho! and problems with authority.

26. The depression started with the first abuse and still continues. | was
emotionally dependent on Janssen and when he would pick some boys ovear me
and leave me out, 1 would become depressed and despondent. To further the
abuse, he used favoritism amongst my peers and | would become worried and
withdrawn. | remember talking to Janssen about the depression several times. One
night, when he was taking the other boys home, | asked him to drop me off last
because | wanted to talk to him. He drove his Model A Ford into his garage. | told
him about the depression and his response was to ejaculate me in the car. “Do
you feel better now?" he asked. | was about 13-14 years old at that time.

27. 1did much traveling during the 1970's in Europe, Asia and the States.
I figured the more travel experiences | had, the more different things | would have
to think and talk about in trying to forget the abuse.

28. | attended St. Ambrose College in the 1970’s. | enrolled full time for
two semesters and part time other semesters.

29. | began to drink heavily during tha late 1970's and this was when |
tried to kill myself by taking a handful of Percodan and drinking a fifth of rum. It
was during this time that | thought often of the abuse and the dreams were very
scary {especially that night at Lampe's c¢abin).

30. In the early 1980's | suffered a complete nervous breakdown. |
moved in with my parents and stayed at home for four years. | worked a few
menial jobs for a few months but was unable to follow orders very well. | was
afraid to leave the house and the thoughts and dreams intensified about the abuse.

Previous INext Page
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31. In 1987-1989, | finally got myself together enough to return to school
and finish my BA. This is where | met my wife and was married January 6, 1990,

32. It wasn't until 2003 that | realized the impact the extensive and
repeated sexual abuse has had on me. Thanks to working in the mental health
field, being married to 2 mental health professional, research and brief counseling,
| have been able to begin to understand the lasting impact | have suffered and
continue to suffer. If it wasn't for psychotropic medications | wouldn't be able to

function now,

33. The effects these three years {1964 to 1967) have left me feeling
afraid, ashamed and depressed. There hasn't been a single day when | haven't
thought about the sexual abuse since 1967. Before my current marriage,
relationships with women wera short term (I was afraid they would find out about
the sexua!l abuse). | have had problems with alcohol. | have problems with groups
of people due to the group sexual abuse and the mean spiritedness of the abuse
from the three priests during these encounters. | stili experience problems with
employment due to my distrust of authority figures. Authority figures who were
not only adults, but also Roman Catholic Priests that everyone in the community
looked-up to and trusted has shattered my ability to follow directions. The dreams
and thoughts continue to haunt my waking and sleeping hours. Many times i
*space out’ daydreaming and at times dissociating from my body to another place.

34. These three priests {(Fathers Janssen, Geerts and Bass) took from me
my religion and most regrettably my belief in God! | often look back and think, "if |
hadn't been born into the Catholic religion, how different, better and healthy my
life would have been.” Nothing can restore the losses the Church enabled these
priests to inflict on me.

35. In 1998, | consulted with a counselor at a facility called Standing
Together Against Rape. | spoke with a counselor there once a week for 7-8 weeks. [t
was not professional psychiatric counseling or treatment. While talking to this
counsetlor, | decided to writa a letter to Bishop Franklin informing him of the abuse by
Fathers Janssen, Geerts and Bass. He offered his sympathy, but nothing else. At the
time | wrote this letter, ] was unaware, because of my mental iliness, of the extent of
the sexual abuse, the causal connection between the sex abuse and my mental iliness
and because of my mental illness, | was incapable of acting upon my knowledge of
the sex abuse to protect my legal rights. | was unable to take any further actions
other than writing the fetter to Bishop Franklin. When | received no encouragement,
support or recommendation regarding any type of psychological treatment, | was
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unable to act further to assist myself in obtaining any kind of mental health
counseling.

36. | have not seen a psychologist or psychiatrist until May 4, 2004 for any
type of counseling. | am under medical treatment from my family physician and am
taking daily doses of psychotropic medication. This is necessary for me to attempt to
function in daily life, although I have significant ongoing psychological distress. It was
not until on or about November 17, 2003, | finally leamned, for the first time, that the
Diocese of Davenport had received complaints about Father Janssen and sexual
contacts with minors before 1967. In addition, it was not until Bishop Franklin
authored his public report on February, 25, 2004 that | knew there were prior
complaints about Father Bass. Until that time, the Davenport Diocese concealed from
me the information that these priests were sexual predators.

37. The concealment by the Diocese of Davenport that there were
complaints about Father Janssen and Father Bass and sexual contacts with minors
before 1862 prevented me from attempting to vindicate any legal nghts against the
Diocese until | filed my {awsuit. The Diocese concealed the witnesses with knowledge
of the abuse from me until these witnesses died, making it more difficult for me to
prove my claim and helping the Diocese avoid liability.

38. Contrary to public statements by representatives of the Diocese,
including Bishop Franklin, no pastoral concern, care or offer of psychological or
psychiatric treatment has ever been made to me.

39. | was baptized at the St, Joseph Church in Fort Madison, lowa, attended
catechism classes, served as an altar boy, and, with my family, attended weekly
mass. Father James Janssen was my priest. Father Jamas Janssen was an ordained
Roman Catholic priest, a representative and authority figure of the Diocese of
Davenport and was my spiritual advisor. So was Father Bass. Both of them were
persons of great influence and persuasion as holy men and autherity figures in my life.

40, I was raised, educated and trained to develop great admiration, trust,
dependence, reverence and respect for the Roman Catholic Church, its agents, the
Davenport Diocese, the Bishop, the Vicar General and all priests of the Diocese.
Father Bass and Father Janssen identified me, sought and gained the trust and
confidence of my parents to serve as a spiritual advisor, pastor, confessor and priest
to me. Janssen and Bass sought and gained my parents’ consent 10 participate in
counseling and take overnight trips to a local cabin, including unsupervised swimming
trips. Janssen and Bass would encourage us to swim naked.
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41. Defendants Janssen and Bass also sought and gained my trust,
friendship, admiration and obedience and conditioned me to comply with their
direction and to look to them as an authority on all matters spiritual, moral, ethical and
temporal.

42. On more than one occasion, before improper sexual contacts with me ,
Janssen would tefl me that | should *trust him” and that these actions should be kept
secret. Janssen, Bass and the Diocese of Davenport conspired together to conceal
from me the nature and extent of Janssen and Bass’ activities and deprive me of
knowledge of my legal rights. | was a member of the Davenport Diocese and relied
upon, trusted, depended and was counseled in educational, spiritual, emotional and
psychological matters by representatives of the Davenport Diccese at the time of the
abuse.

43. As a result of the sexual abuse and the concealment of the wrongful
nature of it by the Diocese of Davenport, 1 believe | was mentally 8 and developed
various psychological coping mechanisms and symptoms of psychological distress. |
admit that | am not an expert and do not completely understand how and to what
extent my shame, guilt, self blame, depression, repression and disassociation have
affected me. However, | know that | was unable to discover the nature and extent of
the abuse and the causal relationship between the extent of the sex abuse and my
injuries until, at the earliest, November of 2003. | am still not fully aware of the
nature and extent of the abuse and the nature and extent of damages that | have
suffered and it is my understanding that | am still suffering from a mental illness that
dates from the time of my abuse.

44, That attached and incorporated in this Affidavit are Pages 213 and 214
from a book entitled The New Saint Joseph Baltimore Catechism. This picture and
these instructions are similar and typical of the type of training and instruction |
received while being raised in the Catholic Church. Specifically, | was instructed that
the priest is Christ himself on earth and that the priest has supernatural powers, See
also Page 79 - B. Attributes {or Qualities) of the Church.
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Bund Atiribotes of Church - 79- LESSON 12

_“ The chief attributes of the Catholic Church arée au-
ey, thority, infallibility, and indefectibility. They are
B called attributes because they are qualities perfect-

. ing-the pature of the Church

1§52, What is meant by the avthority of the.Catholic Church?
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Janssen retired in November 1991.

Bishop William E. Franklin, installed in 1993, wrote a letter to him and other diocese priests in 1996
that said Janssen was not to perform any public priestly duties, Wonio said.

On Wednesday, Franklin apologized to victims of sexual abuse at the hands of priests.

“From the perspective of today, it was clearly a mistake for Father Janssen to have been
reassigned to any public ministry after his 1956 suspension,” a diocese report said.

Any original material on these pages is copyright © BishopAccountability.org 2004. Reproduce freely with attribution.
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In Lawsuit, Man Alleges Sexual Abuse by Priests

By Shirley Ragsdale
DesMoines Register [lowa]
October 1, 2003

A fifth lawsuit was filed last week against Davenport's Catholic Diocese related to alleged sexual
abuse by priests.

The lawsuit is the first filed this year to aliege that church officials were aware that two priests were
sexually molesting children, but still moved them from parish to parish without warning families of
the danger or protecting the children.

The lawsuit, filed Sept. 25 by a Clinton County man identified as John Doe 1], accuses the Rev.
Francis Bass and the Rev. James Janssen of sexually abusing him in 1967, when he was an altar
boy and member of Sugar Creek parish.

Two other sexual abuse lawsuits have named Janssen, but this is the first against Bass.

The diocese Tuesday acknowledged the lawsuit, stating that both Janssen and Bass are retired and
have no diocesan duties. Janssen retired in 1990. Bass retired in 1992, David Montgomery, diocese
spokesman, said the diocese is reviewing the complaint.

“| have filed three iawsuits against the Davenport Diocese, and they have denied all allegations,”
said Craig Levien, the attomey who filed the lawsuit. "l perceive (the number of sexual abuse
lawsLits) reflects a large problem. No criminal sanctions can be sought.”

Davenport Catholics are learning the names of accused abusers only when lawsuits are filed against
accused priests and the Davenport Diocese. However, the diocese has adopted new policies
covering sexual misconduct by priests and deacons, appointed an allegation review board and
named a victim's assistance coordinator, Irene Prior Loftus.

According to the lawsuit, the Davenport Diocese became aware or should have been aware that
from 1961-67, Janssen was engaging in harmful sex acts with children when he was pastor at St.
Joseph's parish in Fort Madison. Instead of investigating, disciplining Janssen, removing him from
the ministry, reporting him to law enforcement, waming members of the diocese, documenting and
maintaining records of his abuse or taking action to stop the abuse, the diocese reassigned Janssen
to the Sugar Creek parish, where he resumed abusing children, the lawsuit alleges.

At Sugar Creek, Janssen and Bass, who was then an associate pastor at St. Joseph's parish in
East Pleasant Plain, singled out Doe ll's family and gained the trust and confidence of the boy and
his mother, the lawsuit alleges.

The abuse began before the boy reached age 14 and continued for several years, according to the
lawsuit. The alieged sexual abuse by the priests took place at the Sugar Creek rectory, Sacred Heart
parish rectory in Newton and at out-of-state hotels.

On more than one occasion, before improper sexual contacts with the boy, Janssen would tell him
"this is how we build trust,” the lawsuit alleges.

The conduct of Janssen and Bass "was so outrageous as to go beyond all possible bounds of
decency and is to be regarded as atrocious and utterly intolerable in a civilized community,”
according to the lawsuit.
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Janssen allegedly took the plaintiff and other minors from the church to an adult movie theater in
Clinton to watch a sexually explicit movie. During an out-of-state trip, Janssen encouraged the boys
to shoplift, the lawsuit alleges.

Any original material on these pages is copyright © BishopAccountability.org 2004, Reproduce freely with attribution.
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Defrocked Priest Sentenced to Probation
By Ann Mcglynn

Quad-City Times

June 24, 2009

http://www.qctimes.com/news/local/article_4b7¢5f02-6104-11de-ab3e-001ccdc03286.html

Ex-priest James Janssen (R) covers his left ear in
order to listen to his lawyer Mike McCarthy while
judge Marlita Greve waits, Wednesday June 24,
2009, during his sentencing hearing at the Scott
County Courthouse. He was sentenced to two

years probation for his perjury conviction.
Photo by John Schultz / Quad-City Times

A defrocked priest who lied to court officials will spend two years on probation, a judge ruled
Wednesday.

James Janssen's conviction will be wiped from his record if he successfully completes probation,
Judge Marlita Greve ruled. He must also pay a $750 fine.

Janssen, accused hut never criminally charged with molesting several children, walked into court
using a cane and wearing white - the color he was known to wear when he was a priest.

"] never meant to do anything wrong,"” Janssen told the judge after they moved to the bench so he
could hear her speak. He noted he lost his keys the other day before saying, "I'm just losing my
memory completely now. | am sorry. I'm just sorry."

Janssen declined further comment, except to say that he is 87, not 85, as court records indicate.

The sentence, said Janssen's attorney Mike McCarthy, is "what we think is the appropriate
sentence. She was fair to him."

Greve, in handing down the sentence, noted Janssen's lack of criminal history. Probation is a
common sentence for a first-offense, low-level felony like perjury.
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Craig Levien, who represented several sex abuse survivors in the Diocese of Davenport, said there
will never be sufficient punishment for what Janssen did to children.

"When the final story is written about James Janssen, it will state that he was a proven child
molester, a defrocked priest and now an admitted felon,” Levien said. "Today is a day that
represents partial justice. For that, we are satisfied that he had to face some consequences for his
actions."

One of Levien's clients was James Wells, who is a nephew of Janssen. Wells won a $1.4 million
jury verdict against Janssen for sex abuse. It was that case that resulted in the perjury charges.

Janssen's acts are "known because of survivors like James Wells reporting what happened...not
because of those who were in the know of what he was doing."

According to court documents, Janssen lied in April 2006 when he testified under oath that he did
not transfer assets to a family member in the 10 years preceding that date. He later admitted to
transferring assets, including more than $700,000 in bonds to his sister, Dorothy.

In July 2007, Janssen lied on his application for a court-appointed attorney on an accusation of
contempt of court, documents say. He did not disciose ownership of and income from an annuity or
that he had access to money with his sister to pay his expenses.

And in October 2007, officials said, he falsely testified under oath that he did not know about
$80,000 in savings bonds. He later produced a list of bonds and admitted they were given as gifts to
friends and family.

Janssen was jailed last year for contempt of court for failing to produce his assets. He was removed
from the priesthood in 2004 by Pope John Paul |l. Believed to be the first-ever Davenport priest to
be defrocked, Janssen was ordained in 1948.

Janssen was a defendant in several civil suits alleging sex abuse, including the one filed by his
nephew. The others were dismissed after the victims reached settlements with the Davenport
diocese.

Janssen was never charged criminally with sex abuse because the statute of limitations ran out.
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diocese could respond would be to include court documents from the bishop in the 1950s.

It was a bishop struggling to know what to do from the eyes of someone in the 1950s, when
everyone had a lot less awareness of what this problem is,' Wonio said. 'We know that now. The
hard lesson has been learned.’

The filings also include an affidavit from John Doe |1l that states 'there were so many instances of
sex with the three priests, especially Janssen, that | can't give an accurate number.'

Janssen and other priests have denied all accusations of sexual abuse in court records.

in the filings, Levien characterized a February report by the diocese and Bishop William Franklin,
which the diocese intended as a full disclosure of sexual abuse reports in priest personnel files over
50 years, as being 'the single most telling piece of evidence of fraudulent concealment by the
diocese.’

The report quoted a letter by a Loyola University doctor advising that Janssen 'can become a very
understanding and acceptable pastor’ not likely to fall into past errors.’

Levien claims in court documents that the report did not include the next two sentences of the letter
that strongly emphasize that it is urgent and essential for Janssen to have a particularly
understanding spiritual director and frequent contact with the doctor.

Levien said those instructions were not followed, and Janssen continued to abuse boys as a priest
at an unsupervised parish.

The deletion of the psychologist's warning by Bishop Franklin from his report is direct evidence that
even in February of 2004, the diocese is concealing the full truth it knew about Janssen's dangerous
perversions,' Levien states in the court record.

Wonio called that statement 'absolutely baseless,' adding that the diocese gave the public a
summary of the information and nothing was held out. 'lt was a full, fair and honest report,' Wonio
said, adding that Janssen had a spiritual advisor throughout his career. That report included an
acknowledgement that mistakes were made in the handling of Father Janssen a long time ago.'

Todd Ruger can be contacted at 563-383-2493 or truger@qctimes.com.
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Lawsuit: Diocese Hid Abuse by Priest
Allegations about the Rev. James Janssen Are Totaily Improper,' the Davenport Catholic Diccese

Says

By Shirley Ragsdale
Des Moines Register [Davenport |A]
January 28, 2004

The 11th sexual-miscon- duct lawsuit in 13 months was filed Tuesday against the Davenport
Catholic Diocese, this one alleging the church tried to hide information about a priest's abuse of
boys.

A former Fort Madison altar boy identified as John Doe V! filed the lawsuit in Scott County against
the diocese and the Rev. James Janssen. The lawsuit says diocese files show that Janssen's 1953
leave of absence was a result of complaints about his sexual contacts with boys.

The lawsuit also alleges that the information was kept in"secret archives" located "downstairs at the
chancery and inside a locked combination safe." The files allegedly were not readily available to all
diocesan authority figures.

The diocese replied that the new allegations "are totally improper under court rules.”

The petition"states allegations in a sensational manner, apparently calculated to generate publicity,”
said David Montgomery, spokesman for the diocese. "Many allegations in the petition are false,
incorrect and take previous informational responses by the diocese in other cases totally out of
context.”

The lawsuit says that even though the diocese received complaints about Janssen over 50 years, it
continues to"support, endorse, sanction, defend, aid, encourage and countenance" the priest and
has refused to discipline Janssen "for his inappropriate contact with minor children.”

John Doe VI alleges that the sexual abuse began in 1961, when he was younger than 14 and a
member of St. Joseph Parish in Fort Madison. He alleges that the priest took him and other boys to
coin shows, department stores and grocery stores, where he encouraged them to shoplift, and to the
lowa State Fair in Des Moines, where he took them fo strip shows.

Any original material on these pages is copyright @ BishopAccountability.org 2004, Reproduce freely with attribution.

www.hishop-accountability.org/news2004_01_06/2004_01_28_Ragsdale_LawsuitDiocese.htm



1214211 lowa Defrocked Priest in Contempt of Court, Associated Press, carried in Telegraph Herald, Novembe. ..

BishopAccountability.org

lowa - Defrocked Priest in Contempt of Court

Associated Press, carried in Telegraph Herald
November 9, 2007

http:/fwww.thonline.com/article.cfm?id=179739

DAVENPORT — A defrocked Davenport priest who was ordered to pay his nephew $1.9 million for
years of sexual abuse is in contempt of court for hiding $80,000 in assets, a judge has ruled.

James Janssen, 85, faces up to six months in prison if he does not produce the savings bonds
within two months, said Scott County Judge Bobbi Alpers.

"James Janssen has a history of financial transactions, which he has carefully and calculatedly
executed in an effort to hide his substantial financial assets from any potential creditor," Alpers
wrote in the ruling filed this week.

According to testimony, Janssen and his sister began cashing more than $712,000 in bonds on May
23, 2003 — the day after a media report detailed a sexua!l abuse lawsuit to be filed against him in
Clinton County.

The monhey went to purchase a home, a car and other expenses, but about $80,000 is unaccounted
for, according to accountant Gary Shapley, who researched Janssen's financial records at the
request of the nephew's attorneys.

A Scott County jury in May 2005 ordered Janssen to pay his nephew for abusing him from 1953 to
1962, beginning when the nephew was 5 years old. At the tral, Janssen acknowledged the abuse
only to recant the next day.

Janssen has never been criminally prosecuted but has been accused of abusing several children.

Any original material on these pages is copyright © BishopAccountability.org 2004. Reproduce freely with attibution.
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Davenport Diocese Denies Prior Knowledge of Clergy Abuse

Sioux City Journal
September 15, 2006

http:/f/www.siouxcityjournal.com/articles/2006/09/14/news/latest_news/
ebcB8e119bed46887d862571e9004 7aebf. txt

Davenport, lowa (AP) — The Davenport diocese denied allegations Wednesday that it knew its
priests were sexually abusing children but did nothing to prevent further ahuse.

Monsignor Michael Morrissey told jurors the diocese had no knowledge of allegations against the
late Thomas Feeney, who allegedly abused a Davenport man for six years in the 1950s and 1960s,
until another person came forward last year.

The Davenport man is suing the diocese for $2.3 million in damages. The trial started Monday in
Scott County District Court and will resume Thursday with more testimony.

Jurors heard two brief testimonials from men who claim they were also abused by Feeney — one in
the early 1960s and the other in the late 1940s. The later victim said he suffered abuse similar to
what the Davenport man endured, including bird-watching trips to Credit Island that ended with him
being fondled and slapped on the stomach.

Both men said they did not report the incidents to the diocese at the time.

Feeney served as the diocese's vicar general, or second in command, from 1968 until his death in
1981. In May the diocese acknowledged that Feeney sexually molested children in the 1950s and
1960s and encouraged victims to come forward. He has been named in at least six abuse cases.

During Morrissey's testimony, he acknowledged that the church had no code of conduct for dealing
with allegations of abuse until 1990 and didn't train priests on moral conduct concerning children
until 1985.

A woman from Dubugue also testified Wednesday that Momissey did not take notes and seemed
uninterested when she told him in 1983 that former priest James Janssen sexually abused her.
Morissey was vicar general at the time.

The plaintiff's attomey, Craig Levien, presented several letters from the 1950s as evidence during
Mormrissey's testimony. The letters between authorities, YMCA officials and the diocese detailed
allegations of sexual abuse against Janssen, his dismissal and referral to a psychiatrist for
treatment. Janssen later was reinstated and allegedly committed more acts of abuse.

Morrissey said there were no such letters conceming Feeney.
Levien also referred to a deposition Morrissey gave in 1992 in which he said he knew of only two
priests facing allegations of abuse. Morrissey acknowledged Wednesday that he knew of at least

four other priests facing such claims at the time, but didnt mention them because no legal action
had been taken.

Since 2004, the diocese has reached settlements estimated at about $10 million with dozens of
abuse victims.
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Priest with Most Allegations Remains in Clergy
The church should have defrocked the lowan, some of his alleged victims say

By Shirey Ragsdale
Des Mcines Register
January 15, 2008

Mary Ankenbrand and her sisters spent Christmas rejoicing at news that the Catholic priest they
accused of abusing them as children finally had been removed from the priesthood.

Their vindication was premature.

George McFadden, a retired Sioux City cleric accused by at least 25 people of sexually abusing
them as children, remains a priest.

Despite the fact that he has been accused of sexual abuse by more men and women than any other
lowa priest in the past 50 years, despite his admitting to his superiors that he had "committed
harmful acts," despite his bishop's recommendation that he be removed from the priesthood, despite
Vatican decisions to defrock other lowa priests with fewer allegations, McFadden, 80, will die a
priest.

The Vatican, citing McFadden's advanced age, last month forbade him to have any public ministry
or contact with children, and ordered him to live a life of prayer and penance.

"l read that and thought it meant he had been defrocked," said Ceil Sokolowski, their mother.
When Ankenbrand leamed the priest had merely been ordered to a life of prayer, she was stunned.

“There is no justice in that, none at all," said Ankenbrand, 53, of Omaha. "He should be in prison.
He was the ultimate predator abuser, yet the church made us feel like we were the dirty one, the bad
ane. It shouldn't be that way."

Ankenbrand is one of the three Sokolowski girls from a devout Cathelic family who lived near St.
Francis of Assisi church and elementary school in Sioux City.

While pastor at St. Francis, McFadden, who was never charged with a crime, allegedly operated an
informal program whereby young girls would be called to the parish rectory under the guise of doing
errands or simple tasks for the priest. When they were alone, he performed sex acts on the girls
against their will or coerced them to engage in sex, Ankenbrand's 2004 lawsuit charged.

"He was at our house all the time," said Sokolowski. "He would bring the youth collection to our
house for me to count it. He would tell me to have the girls bring it back to the rectory when | was
finished."

McFadden was also accused of sexually abusing young boys. On Friday, a former altar boy who
grew up in Immaculate Conception parish in Sioux City filed a lawsuit alleging he was abused by
McFadden.

Reached Friday evening at his home in Fort Wayne, Ind., McFadden said he never harmed anyone.
"It's a bunch of lies,” he said. "As long as (the diocese) will pay people money, it's going to
continue. It ruined me, and | can't do anything about it."

Victims' advocates say the Vatican ruling in the McFadden case is just the latest puzzling decision
from Rome on discipline of priests with credible allegations of child sexual abuse against them.
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"It's hard to figure out the Vatican's policy because there's no consistency,” said the Rev. Thomas
Doyle, a Roman Catholic priest and victims' advocate who holds a pontifical doctorate in canon law.

"The Vatican is out of touch," Doyle said. "l don't think they understand what is going on over here. |
don't think they even care.”

The Vatican cited McFadden's age, the fact that he had been removed from active ministry since
1991 and that he had expressed contrition as reasons he was more mildly sanctioned, said
Monsignor Mark Duchaine, a church law expert who works with the diocese's sexual misconduct
board. This is the first time an lowa diocese has made public more detailed information about such
Vatican rulings.

Decades of hidden allegations of sex abuse by priests have swept the country since the scandal
broke in Boston in 2002.

In lowa's Davenport Diocese, James Janssen, 83, accused of sexually assaulting about a dozen
young boys in six parishes over three decades, was defrocked in 2004.

Bishop William Franklin's request that Francis Bass, 83, of Davenport, be removed from the
priesthood is still pending. Bass was alleged to have sexually abused at least a half-dozen boys in
the 1960s, '70s and '80s. In addition, Bass was accused of sharing his victims with Janssen. The
priests took young boys to nude parties and the Chicago morgue, gave them alcohol and
encouraged group masturbation, according to court records.

Both Bass and Janssen have denied the abuse in lawsuits against them.

Last week, the Dubuque Archdiocese reported that Pope Benedict XVI had in November removed
William Schwartz, 73, from the clergy. Schwartz was accused of befriending and then sexually
abusing teenage boys. The Vatican gave the prayer and penance sanction to retired priest William
Goltz, 80, also an archdiocese priest, who was accused of sexually abusing several boys in the
1950s.

"It's easy to see the Vatican is wildly inconsistent,” said David Clohessy, national director of
Survivors Network for those Abused by Priests.

Clohessy said American Catholics generally are not told why and how these decisions are made.

"The Catholic laity doesn't know what priests the Vatican is being asked to sanction. They don't
know what the bishops are recommending. We don't know why some get no sanctions, some get
minimal sanctions and some get removed from the priesthood. If sanctions are imposed, it is often
months before it's announced. And there seems to be absolutely no monitoring of these prayer and
penance guys," Clohessy said.

The "rndiculous" prayer and penance sanction is of little comfort to abuse survivors, Clohessy said.

"In all the years |'ve been doing victims' advocacy, I've never had a victim call me and say they
were relieved and gratified that the man that sodomized them is supposed to pray more now,"
Clohessy said.

Father Doyle believes the prayer and penance sanction is "nothing."

"In the Middle Ages, there were priests sanctioned to prayer and penance into an ecclesiastical
prison," Doyle said. "What will happen is McFadden will live in comfortable retirement. He can sit
and watch TV and drink beer and his needs will be taken care of. The victims wanted more."

About two dozen lawsuits were filed against McFadden and the Sioux City diocese alleging child
sexual abuse.

Duchaine, the church law expert, said former Sioux City Bishop Daniel DiNardo recommended that
the Vatican "deprive McFadden of the clerical state." Rome handed down a lesser sentence.
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"I remember that they mentioned the fact that he repeatedly expressed sincere contrition for these
offenses. They took that into account," Duchaine said.

If McFadden told Catholic hierarchy he was sorry, he never shared that with his victims, some said,
pointing to a 2003 Fort Wayne Journal Gazette article in which the priest said he moved there to be
near family and get away from the "sad situation" in Sioux City.

"It's just an allegation and they keep chasing me," McFadden said. "I've never been arrested or
charged."

McFadden was a priest at six northwest lowa parishes before he was forcibly retired in 1992, when
the diocese reported the first allegations of sexual abuse were made against him. Even then, he
continued to hear confession and say public Mass daily at the Cathedral of the Epiphany, Sioux
City's largest Catholic church, something DiNardo |ater said "was wrong."

Victims' parents have said they told priests McFadden had sexually abused their children long
before his retirement. The diocese denied receiving the information earlier.

The Rev. John Bambrick, pastor of St. Thomas More Catholic Church in Manalapan, N.J., has said
he was abused as a child by his parish priest. Now that the man he accused of abuse has been
removed from ministry, he's out in the world without oversight. Bambrick has taken on the task of
reducing the cpportunities Gale Leifeld has to harm others.

Leifeld "gets jobs as a Catholic chaplain in hospitals or health care facilities," Bambrick said. "! write
the CEOQ. They terminate him. It's not good public relations to have a known abuser on the staff of a
hospital."

Bambrick wants the Catholic hierarchy to acknowledge abuser priests' crimes and exercise some
kind of control over them.

"They're out there running around, getting jobs around children, living near schools," Bambrick said.
"At the very least, the U.S. bishops' conference should establish a national Web site with all the
abusers' names on it," he said. Then companies would have a place to do a background check to
see if the job applicant is suitable for hiring."

Duchaine said people should not discount the punishment connected to the prayer and penance
sanction. A serious aspect of the punishment was being banned from priestly associations and
heing unable to publicly celebrate the sacraments.

"Because they can no longer present themselves as priests by their dress, word or any other
means, they have lost their position of privilege," Duchaine said. "They are excluded from priestly
associations and friendships. They know their fellow priests are aware of their offenses and that
they lost their brother priests' esteem and confidence.”

Father Doyle believes the rulings dribbling out of the Vatican may be misdirected.

"Frankly, the pecple who should be practicing prayer and penance are the bishops who caused the
scandal, the bishops who knew about it and kept it secret," Doyle said. "They're pointing the finger
at the priests when it was their desire to avoid scandal that got us to this place. It's offensive to
anyone who has half a brain." .

Ankenbrand wonders if her family will ever feel whole again. Her parents, brother and sisters have all
left the Catholic church. She and her sisters are in therapy.

"We've lost so much," Ankenbrand said. "The church was our whole center, life and being. Now my
siblings have chosen other faiths. I'm not attending church. If you've been abused by your priest,
you can't pass your faith on to your children and you can't leave them alone with religious people,
that's for sure.”

Religion Editor Shirley Ragsdale can be reached at (515) 284-8208 or sragsdale@dmreg.com
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Judge Denies Diocese Attempts to Dismiss Suits
By Todd Ruger

Quad-City Times [lowa]

September 15, 2004

An lowa 7th Judicial District judge again denied attempts by the Catholic Diocese of Davenport to
dismiss two more of 16 civil lawsuits alleging decades-old sexual abuse by priests.

The diocese has argued that the plaintifis — Don Green of DeWitt and a man identified only as John
Doe |A — failed to file the suits before a statute of limitations expired.

Diocese attormey Robert McMonagle said the diocese has asked the lowa Supreme Court to review
Judge C.H. Pelton’s niling on those lawsuits.

That request will join an existing request for the state’s highest court to review a parallel ruling by
Pelton in July on two other lawsuits, James Wells and a man identified only as John Doe 1],
McMonagle said.

In written rulings on the diocese motions to dismiss the four lawsuits, Pelton said a jury should
decide whether the plaintiffs qualify for possible exemptions in the statute that bars old cases from
heing filed.

"lt's pretty much the same issues with the same arguments," McMonagle said.

The supreme court notified him that it began considering their request to review Pelton’s decisions
last week, he added.

The lawsuits allege sexual abuse by priests dating back more than 30 years ago.

Green is accusing the Rev. James Janssen of fondling him when he was a minor in 1982 while he
and his family attended Sts. Philip & James Parish in Grand Mound.

The other plaintiff in the Jatest ruling, known anly in court records as John Doe |A, accused Janssen
of beginning the repeated abuse in 1967, when assigned to St. Joseph Parish in Sugar Creek. The
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plaintiff was younger than 14 at the time.

A district judge in Lee County, lowa, denied a similar attempt by the diocese to dismiss a sexual
abuse lawsuit filed there against Vicar General Monsignor Drake Shafer. That judge said statute-of-
limitations issues would be best decided by a jury, but the diocese did not ask the supreme court to
review that decision.

In the latest ruling, filed Sept. 2, Pelton aiso denied a request by plaintiffs’ attomey Craig Levien to
see documents sent from the diocese to the Papal Nuncio in Washington, D.C., requesting the
defrocking of five priests.

The laicization, or removal, of a priest is an intemal function of the church and requiring the diocese
to turn over those documents could violate the First Amendment rights of the church, he said in the
ruling.

McMonagle said Levien either has the relevant information in the requested documents either or will
have after it after documents are reviewed by the court.

Pelton still has other pretrial motions from both sides to rule on before any trials, which are
scheduled about one per month beginning Nov. 1.

For instance, the diocese has asked Pelton to compel Levien to reveal the amount of damages
sought by the plaintiffs.
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