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Chicago, Illinois 60611 Temince u, Johraon

Re:  Rudofski
Vs
Diocese of Joliet

Father Mateo Records
Dear Mr. Johnson:
Enclosed are Diocesan records of Father Mateo consisting of the following:

L3 Priest file of Father Mateo — (Total Pages 349)
This file includes “investigation™ interviews conducted by Bishop Kaffer.

The file also includes an attorney (Byrne) interview of Father Mateo on 12-13-91.

2.) Secret Archive File — There is none.

3.) Review Committee — (Total Pages 12)
Records submitted to the Committee and Minutes of Committee Meeting regarding
Father Mateo (deleted as to other matters).

4) Miscellaneous Memos — (Total Pages 4)
One page of names and phone numbers and one page of Dr. Gioioso’s
Achievements, and a two page brochure on Dr. Gioioso Counseling Center.

Established 1899
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5.) A Privilege Log that is primarily for mental health records.

Please note that all of the records reflect the names of four victims. These names have
been deleted except for the family, which was not deleted because of multiple disclosures
to third parties by the parent However, caution should be exercised to prevent
further disclosure regarding that family.

My Best Regards,

SPESIA & AYERS

Bv: ,_..,.4%’{"3""’1"" é /jj(/tm

Zf;rhes C. Byrne

JCB/skm
Enclosures
ce: The Honorable Michael Powers
The Most Rev. Joseph M. Siegel, D.D.
Mr. Patrick Bradley, Esq.
Mr. Daniel Kelley, Esq.
Mr. Thomas Cronin, Esq.
Mr. Stuart L. Bressler, Esq.
Mzr. Joseph M. Laraia, Esq.
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1 think it is time to tell you that the young man hurt in this was one of my sons. | may have promised not to reveal this, but times
have changed and please keep this name under your hat. As all this started we did not know how things would proceed. My s
did not want his name in the paper and was uncertain how to proceed, as was I. Sister Judith may have been over her head ar
too much to handle. People went on vacation and did not return phone calls for 2-3 weeks. | do not think Joliet takes this case
seriously as others because the priest is said to have gone back to the Philippines and died there. However, this priest damag:
3-4 boys at St. Pets and others in another parish. The church needs to find out who the other boys hurt are. | do not know, buf

these boys should be included in any mending. They need an invitation.

| had no idea the Bishop visited each individual and had a strong impression he refused to do this, except in special situations.
could be wrong, but do not think he visited my son in Chicago. Visiting is a problem, | think. Distance, rather forget (this does

solve the problem), and most important arranging an agreeable time and place.

I had all but given up of anything happening. | have to agree that it seems God has been involved in many things recently. Yo

read my letter on how he and Mary helped me in my illness and recovery. Doubt you even knew. | wrote at the right time and

" ~nk the message to Joliet. God and Mary have been a big help to us in many ways in our move to Texas. Now only need a
ser. Our estate sale was the only option for us and a huge success. We sold so much we do.not even have a bed in the ho

and only about 4 chairs.

I think maybe a private reconciliation mass might be an answer if we can get these men to attend. Maybe an 11 AM Sunday
somewhere easy to get to. Redacted April 2013- 4/8/2013

! mmmeaninta vane halnin all of thie and dn not want mv son to ao throuah life out of the church. | hope you will make contact wi
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available. Mick Hunter’s dbused Hogs 15 a recent book on the subject and is excellant. He also has a 2 volume pro E}S 11
version which T3 Vel reésdible. »iedims A6 Zonger is snother book on the subject. Knowledge will help dislog and 1etting it
RATE US> SHe treats the victima and the victimizers in her practice. She hasn't yet met a pedophile who has riot been
abused himself and didn't deal with it. And the “didn't deal with it" is the significant part. Burying itis the problem.

«d questiana to disleg sbout are- "Did | miss something? Did you try fo tell me sbout this before and | didnt hear what
you were saying?" {She gave the example of a young victim she was treating and it was a long time until she discovered he
had been sexyally shused and she knows this area and missed it with this boy. Further she was his third therapist. In fact it
turned out that he had previousiy tried to bring this out but the therapists were not atuned to wihat he weas sauing.} "Did
yatk ever wonder hew Father _ hit on boys?” Chances are the priest is doing this because he was abused and didn't Tet it
aut. 1t went underground and he carries it with him. He later turned from & victim to a victimizer. He fixates at that time
in his life and that iz why some victims of the priest don't really look upon themselves as victims. A 1ot of therapists who do
not understand pedophilia think that all the victims should be enraged about what happened to them. Normal pedophiles (not
3y a zexua] sadist like s 30N caimne up against) are nice quys. Boys of the age that the priest
fixates on consider fiim one of them because he understands them. He does the kind of things they like to do except for the
“funny” times. They probably accepted and enjoyed the other positives he offered. They may be loyal to him still. There may
be a fine 1ine between what is love and what is exploitation. With parents there is that natural rage because we see it a3 our
children being little and the priest (in this case} taking advantage of them.

Anather 12sue fo talk abeut i3 homesexualitu as boys will doubt their masculinity after this has happened. However, this
does not cause homosexuality. A victim may have qotten enjoyment from the "funny” activity but it does not mean he i3
hamosexual. In Tact the pedophile may be heterosexual in all other regards. It is just that he is fixated in this:regard st this
age with bous. They have found these people to be fixated at age groups suchas 7-12, 11-14,and 15-18. **°

Maube thiz Thanksqiving should be a special time for giving thanks to God and to our sons for all the joys they have given
us. Maybe one on one with each of our sons my wife and | should tell them clearly the unconditional love we have for them.
We should think back to before the time of these incidents and give examples to them of the times they brought us areat jou,
eq., when they were born, etc. | told her that she was making me emotionsl. She told me it wasn't her. | told her it was easy

to think of the great joy theu continue to bring.

: told me that alcohol and/or drug uee by victims 12 commen in these cases. Yictims try to medicate their feelings as they
try to keep the whole thing buried. Parsnts of the victims have to deal with possible excess use of alcohol until the victims
can get this out in 4 healthu manner by talking about it. She feels that our sons are much betier off than many. Just the fact
they can say it happened and it's out will help them a Iot. The fact that they can tell us thet, is something we should value.

Dr. Brown etated that she would be happy to speak with us and our 2one on the phone, to answer any questions we have, and
try to help and support u3. She feels we should Tearn mmore 1n this area and dialog sbout it, She is a distance away from
where we live plus she would not have time to meet with us for some fime due to some current matters she's involved in but
she would be happy to talk to us on the phone when anything cemes up. It is most important to deal with someone who has
experience in and knows this area of pedophilia. She cannot immediately think of angbedy in the Elmhurst area. | asked her
13 she knew of a clinical social worker fcounselar or 3 PHD psychologist that we had been to previousiy. She said she did not
know the names but whether they were social workers or psuchologists did not matter a3 much, sqain, a3 their knowledge
ansd experience in this area. & therapist must have cornpassion and feeling for both zides of fheee cases (the victim and the
victimizer) in order to be effective. She would also be happy to confer with me if | decided to confront the priest, which she
wodid recommend. She would say to think of approaching him with cne's hieart, not as a person ready to put him in jail. Tell
kim that he's hurt you, that you entrusted your sons ta his care and he violated that trust, that you are enduring the pain,
and that you're there to try to help him. | told her | understood what she was saying but | did not know 1f | could do that. |
fold her | might have to contact her for advice and support for that type confrontation. We terminated the conversation with
me thanking her for her time and expertise and her saying to be sure to tell my sons that theu could call her anutime with

questions and/or to talk.

Redacted April 2013 - 4/8/2013
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themselves a= kids now in this respect. That iz why they could never confront the priest R

ReYiiTHAI 688 TGS they still consider him the adult and them the children. It is alright for their (838 36
Released Aprilfggi4g confront him because he is of the same age and it is alright and maybe even desirable that he

take their place in doing so. They may have a qreat deal of quilt about wiat happened and it’s

important in this meeting with the priest that we distinguish between the sin and the person. Our

30ns will also be looking at this as a reflection on them. As they say, you have to hate the sin and

lave the sinner. We have to make that distinction.

[ told Dr. Brown | feel there must be other children here in our parish who were abused by this
priest. She said that when these priests go through that eigth step in regards to this, those they
have harmed, they Tist 50, 60, 70 children and that does nof include all the other people close {o
these children that they have alse harmed. It is 3 violation of trust. They could have abused
eyeryone who i3 an alter boy. She is sure our sons are not alone. | teld her | was taking gne step at
3 time but one thing that might be considered in the Tuture was what to do about any other children
ne abused here. | told her | heard on the news that the Archdiocese was offering counseling to
families in that Berwuyn matter. She said that they would be offering the Catholic Charities social
services which she does not have much use for. At this point there are not effective remedies in
place. There are alse not aiternatwes for these priests that are humane. She couldn’t really tell me

what fo da.

| to1d her that when | got off the phone l&st time | reslized how mueh time she spent with me. Now
zhe's spent more time and | know 1t°s her occupation which she should be paid for. She laughed and
said 1t wasn't an occupation, it was & penance. Further that she is glad to help and doesn’t expect to
be paid. She is merely giving back what she was given. [n fact my phone calls have helped her. It
getz her thinking if there could be a humane way of handiing these things. Further | should feel
free to give this priest her name and telephene number and explain her background in helping
athers in his zituation and that she would be happy to aszist him. Further that she does not have his
name and does not need hiz name to falk to him.

= “hen | asked her about the YOCAL orqanization which referred us fo, she ssid she has

: miixed feelings. It i3 good in that it provides an outlet for people to let out their anger. She knows
zevergl people in 1t and it acts as a lightning rod for some crazy people. 1t 1acks a spiritual base.
H’s a dumiping ground for anger and there's nothing for healing. If you can't get past the anger you
get all tied up with it. It i2 easy to get bitter and cynical on how the clergy react and it's very
difficult te make sense out of this whele thing. & good book to read on this subject is IWhen Soriely
Seromes Adsteed by Ann SchaefT. She suggests some fime in the future 71| had a free weekend and,
if they ailow it, to go to a place like Gethzemani to get a distance from this and to work on
spirituality. Spirituality is the wealth of refigion and it just can't be lest because of this.

In terminating the conversation | thanked Dr. Brown again for her time and she fold me to call
anutime she could be of assistance.

Redacted April 2013 - 4/8/2013
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Tove and drush yow and you do that to them. It is the same as with the other priests, it is out of their control unless
. That is what he has been doing. Last week he made a retreat at the Trappist monastary in Dubuque. All
prays for is that this does not happen to him or anyone else. He knows the disastrous lifelong consequences of these
gcts on children and that he is responsible.

. The only time he can remember abusing our sons was one time at the movie when he just fondied them. He never

went beyond that. He never did it in his apartment. When asked if it might have been more than one or two times he
said it was only that one time at the movie. He thinks they went to see Superman. Several times during the
interview he said the only place this occured was at the theatre and it happened just that one time. When asked if he
touched both boys he said he was net sure but one was on his right and one wes on his Teft. That is the only thing that
he can remember. He may have had them in his apartment but he never fondled them there. Fr. Wilkening and he
usually left their doors open. Fr. Wilkening didn't know of this abuse activity of his when he came into the parish
as nothing had happened before then. Fr. Wilkening knew him very well and he even spoke to the bishop about this.
He thinks he told the bishop that it could have happened but just once or whatever. The most times he would have
done this to our sons was that one time. The only other time, and he is not sure of that, was at the swimming pool
with a child he cannot even remember. He was not from our parish. He didn't think there was anyone else from our
parish. He was devastated himself when it happened with our children thinking that we had invited him to dinner,
trusted him, everything like that. FM acknowledged that this child abuse activity ecccured here for only a very
short period of time and only in & few instances. From what he's read these things recur all the time until the
person ic absolutely cured or stops. That's why he would sdvise any priest who i having this kind of problem to
take s very long retreat and get God's help as it will just come up again if he doesn’t. That is why he hasn't even gone
in the school here nor did he wherz he was before. He came here about 1172 years sgo and before that was at
Imrnaculate Conception Parish in Waukegan. When he went there he had already received a letter from the bishep
saying he should not be dealing with any chikdren whatsoever. He was there for about S years. The reason he went
from the Joliet diocese to the Chicago diocese was to work for the federal government. He had applied for this job
with the ¥4 while in Glen Ellyn, and when he got it he moved to IC in Waukdjan. Now he just werks with veterans.
He was not assigned to the ¥A because of the problem he hed with kids. He just applied there. He never worked with
kids while at IC in Waukegan and had no complaints against him. He doesn’t even try to give the suspicion of it. He

" doesn't go swimming any more. He deesn't play with children any more. He wants to avoid even the impression. Like

«ith an alcoholic you can always fall back even if you have been free for 10 years. He knows from the experiences

~ of others you can be away from it for many years and then if you fall you can be back to square one. Like with the

priest on the news. If he could only talk te him he would tell him only God can help him. 11 the psychiatrists and
psychologists and all they have are 1ike nothing without God. A person like this should not even talk to children.
Once a person like this is arcund children it is like an alcoholic passing a liquer store. All of a sudden they are
ingide.

I told FM that a problem with this, as he probably knows from going through his treatment, is that he was a priest.
We have had problems for years with our boys not wanting te go to church. In locking back on it, it probably goes
back to when this happened. They don't want anything to do with church or religious. | had to force them to go to
Mass. After we found out about this | could ne longer foree them to go to Mass. Now the question s how do we get
them back to God. He said he w4s so sorry. He said he would do his best, do a lot of sacrifices for them. Right now
that is his aim because whatever he did cannot be undone. In fact he does not know what he can do for us whe have
been s0 good to him and he did that to us. I told him we didn't know what his position was and that our position was
that we would have done anything to get him away from children. ¥e're glad that he’s in the position he is. He said
that he would not even associate with his own nieces and nephews. He is Tike an alcoholic, he can't touch anything.
He iz not an alcoholic but is like one, he can't touch anything. This is as bad, if not worse, than being an alcoholic.

e are the first parents that confronted him about this. | told him that if we had only known this earlier we could
have done something to prevent problems for our sons. [f we only knew this might have been a factor we could have
gotten them appropriate help. He asked when we found out about this. | told him on the Feast of the Assumption this
year. He said that maybe the Blessed Mather could help ue. | told him we felt she had a part in this, in unburdening
our song after all these years. | told him that we have learned a lot from this experience about the severe problem
hat exists in the Church with the Church transfer ring priests with this problem into situations where they
continue te work with children. [ told him we were glad he 'wae not in this situation snd hoped this did not occur. He

“ OFFICIAL SEAL "
JOYCE M. BARRY
NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF ILLINOIS
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES 10/15/94
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said it did.pat..thanks io the grace of God, for & person can listen to psychologists, psychistrists, and 8l kinds'o

@tgeAgpgazﬁ Yyou do not have God on your side you'd just be wasting time. That’s why since that time he has doubled

i is time of prager and retreats because without that he knows he cannot beat it. He is trained in

psychology and he should know how to do it better than most, but he knows he can't. You can't even help yourself as
much & you tru. The same with the priest in the newspaper. They say he was cured. You are not cured. That's one
thing that helps him. The same with the alcoholics and drug addicts that he works with. With all the help of the
psychiatrists and psychologists they cannot get rid of that problem. Unless God in they are just wasting time and
money. When asked if he was in any type of 12 Step program he said that in hig work they tesch that to the addicts
at the hospital. He is assigned to the drug eddicts but meets with the alcoholics on Saturday. He knows how hard it is
for them. Al1 this and child abuse are beyond the realm of natural and physical sciences. That is why the greatest
rate of success for alcoholics is in AA and it's the same with the drug addicts. Their record of success for drug
addicts is only one in ten, and they have a program that lasts nine months to a year. He tries to be there to tell them
they need more than that. They probably know that he talks from experience. They cannot overcome this with all
kinds of science and expertise from doctors, etc. If that's it, they might as well give up. It is more moral than
physical or psychological, more spiritual than any other thing. It's like a homosexual. No one wants to be a
momosexual. They are tormented when they do that. That is why the suicide rate is very high. No one wants to be a
child abuser. It is just something that gets them. -

He was abused & a child and never talked about it to anyone until he did sc with the psucholoegist he told us about. |
told him that | heard that this is where the problem lies, with being abused and then not telling anyone, not letting
it out. He agreed. | said | heard that child-abusers then center in on that age when they were abused when they -
become the abusers. This may become a problem with the children that he and other priests have abused. | told him
{ thought that what he should do is somehow notify the parents of every child that he hss abused so they can get -
effective help, the cycle can be broken, and so these children do not get to his age and have this problem. | told him
that there could probabiy be Tegal problems in doing this, but merally it seems the right thing to do. Further this
is something the Church should do about all the victims of child abuse by rgligious. He said that if he lived longer he
would just like to work on cases like this. You can have the psychologists and psychiatrists but you first must have

God.

" Yhen asked what can be done for children like ours that have been abused to heal them and make them whole he said
it i like the alcoholics. His dad was an alcaholic but he is not. You can 1earn from your dad that that is not the way
to act and live, to get drunk. He decided that he would never drink. He wished he would have done that with his
problem. He was abused and now he realizes it should not be done. He has to pray more that the children will realize
that this is wrong. He criticized his father for doing this and now he’s doing the very same thing. Relative to being
abused as a child, with God's help somehow the children have to reslize what he did to theny and say they do not want
to do the same thing. Otherwise the vicious cycle just keeps going on and on. Somebedy has to stop it and tell the
truth. He promised he would double his effortsin praying for them and especially sacrifice. He would be willing to
talk to them and tell them that he is so sorry. He deesn't know if that would help but he'd be willing to doit. | told
him | didn't know if it would help, but | know right now they wouldn't want to talk to him.

| told him | was going to try to verify what he had told us. If it is not true amd there are & number of children that
he abrused he s to do something about it. He cannot 1eave them and their families hanging for a lifetime as bhe was.
He s to think of how he can do it so they can get help for their children before it is too 1ate. Hopefully our sons
will turn out alright because they have begun te Tet it out.

Prior to the 5 years at IC in Yaukegan he was an associate pastor at St. Petronille’s in Glen Ellyn for 1 year. While
there the complaint was made by the family in Elmhurst. 4 policeman came to see him, told him he had been
reported, and suggested he get treatment and this he did. He consulted Fr. Fleming and Fr_ Wilkening and ended up
with a psychologist who has two offices, one in Chicago and ore in Downers Grove. He was very good. He had o
technique that when you're tempted you take a very deep breath and 8 couple other things which he memorized and
used. He did not go away for treatment but met with the psychologist each week, and the doctor gave him all kinds of
‘ests. He could not recall the psyctmlogist's name but remembered that he was Italian and that the psychologist gave
fhim his telephone number to call if there was ever an emergency. In fact the bishop spoke with the psychologist

" OFFICIAL, SEAL "
JOYCE M. BARRY
NOTARY PUBLIC. STATE oF ILLINOIS
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES 10/15/94
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only recenthythat-the.Churehauthority is facing it and acknowledging that it is going on. Six years ago when FM was
assigned hers AbesArchdiocese called and told FY about this. FY told them FM already told him about this but there welkg ) (3 45
problem here because in FM's ministry at the YA there are no children, mestly only old men. So he told them that for the
_*=n hours a day that they are together he can observe FM. At that time he was living in rectories and he could be supervised
{ re.5oslowly the system is starting to respond. Now it’s a hot item in the news and he thinks Cardinal Bernadin is trying
“w make some response. Apparently he has been campaigning for years to have a national policy. The bishops, as a group,
have had denial, and refused to have & national policy. In November he didn’t go to the national bishops” meeting in
ashington. When asked if this was as a rebuttal , F¥ said no, that he stayed here to deal with the problems in the news. As
far as the Church authority facing it and trying to handle it in a Godly way, there are the victims and the accused. How to
handle it is the question. I advised FY that the emphasis thusfar by the Church has been on the accused. However only FM
knows his numbers but studies show the average pedophile molests some 260 children in his lifetime. A priest may be
more. And multiply those numbers by the fact many of these priests’ victims themselves become abusers, you are talking
about a terrible situation.

| told him | heard what he {FY¥) was saying that Cardinal Bernadin is campaigning to do what is right, and i hope he is, but
histerically the Church doesn’t have a good record. He may have heard that some time ago three men I thought the head of
St. Luke’s, the attorney who represented the priest in Lafayette, Louisiana who molested all the children, and a canon
lawyer assigned to the Yatican embassy in ‘Washington) knew of this terrible problem and got together and wrote a
confidential report to the U.S. Catholic bishops telling them about this terrible situation of priest pedophilia within the
Catholic Church. Not only are all these people getting hurt, and that it is multi plying and multiplying, but that $500
million has been paid out for this problem already and by the year 2000 it is estimated $1 billion would be paidout. And
what’s being solved? What did they do with it? Apparently they put the report under the rug as they didn't want to deal with
it. | hoped policy had changed by the Church leaders’ own free will but | feel they were only reacting to pressures from
without, including the press coverage, to change. Maybe the publicity on this subject is good. Maybe the Church will go
broke. Maybe it sounds impossible but it might happen. It may have happened in Lafayette Louisiana and they now have a $7
million suit in the Chicago Archdiocese and maybe a few more and it will make more of a difference. But maybe what they
have to do is all get together and ask how God wants this handled. Maybe as much as it's going to hurt, they have to bring it
out and get to the victims and minister to them. But members of the clergy can never really ever feel the damage of this.
You have to be a parent of the victims. | described to them our situation and how therapists who we had our boys to never

wered the problem of them being abused by a priest. As a result they were never treated effectively. For instance one

.« was taught some relaxation techniques which treated the symptoms and allowed him to function but the therapist never
got to even know the problem, let alone treat it. I also tried to explain my own spiritual experience of hitting bottom, like
FM may now feel, and being honest and truly opening myself up for God and Mary to pull me out of it. | was powerless to do
it myself. | have since really felt their hands in experiences in my life including this terrible situation and | related
specifics of this. | told them of my appreciation to God and Mary for staying with me and helping me in this situation.

| told them | felt Mary wanted something done about her priesthood. | told them.l had no means but if she wants to use me 11
try. | didn't know where | was going from here and if they had any ideas now or in the future they should let me know. |
hoped they'd pray (FM said he would}. As difficult &s it might be, 83 a priest at Gethsemane once told me relative to my
marriage, it might be my cross. As difficult s it might be, 1 have to accept it and carry it and maybe it will be my way to
heaven. | thought alcoholism, as terrible as it might be, could be alcoholics’ way to heaven. Also his (FM's} problem here,
a3 terrible &3 it might be, could be his {FM'S) way to heaven. But he has to take responsibility. I don’t know how, except
how | told him before { make a list of his victims and meke amends). | know what | heard was the procedure in the past,
where priests would tell their pastors in confession so they wouldn't have to report it, was not right . That was an abuse. If
I could help him {FM} | would try. Maybe F¥ could help him. | thought we should all do something. We cannot bury it. To me
if | walked away from here and walked into @ bishop who might ask me how we could handle this now and offer me
$100,000, $200,000 and put me on & gag order would not be a responsible way for me to act in accepting it. | don't think
any amount of money right now in a situation Tike this would be responsible for me to take. Something should be done
positively about this situation by all of us.

FY¥ said thet he didn't think this is buried as my sons are talking to their father so it's 1ike Mary or our Lord is already
doing something about this. Dr. Gioioso offered his services for FM, my wife, and | to get together on this to try to vent some
feelings on this. The ball is slowly rolling but not in sensational newspaper headlines. The victims and accused are getting
help. | told them | wouldn't go to Dr. Gioioso. | thought the treatment he gave to FM was practically useless. [ told FM if he
/7Y corrected his situation it was not due to the psychological help, it was due to Him {God) because miracles happen. |

%
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December 11, 1991
CONFIDENTIAL

Memo re: Father Leonard Mateo

I spoke with Bishop Goedert. He asked me to notify
Father Kealy of any developments after I have seen Father
Mateo.

I asked him if he had to notify any parishes, how
he would go about it. He said where a priest had been
publicly removed, they spoke to six or seven people on a
Leadership Team convened by the pastor, and asked them how
they'd suggest this be communicated to the people.

Then the public announcement was made that Father
was being removed for problems that put children at risk,
and he 1s getting treatment. If there are any concerns,
please talk to the pastor or the Archdiocesan
representative.

They then went back to previous parishes with the
staff and psychologists, Carol Kraddock and Jill Gardner,
who were very helpful.

He said: "We've been available and as forthcoming
as possible on a need to know basis." We suggested the
parents talk to their children and pointed out to them the
availability of Carol Kraddock and Jill Gardner.

But none of the Chicago cases are the same as this
particular case, which involves something that happened so

long ago.
#%1%

Bishop Roger Kaffer

RLK:bjd
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o December 11, 1991
CONFIDENTIAL

Memo re: Father Leonardo Mateo

I spoke with Father Bob Kealy: Chancellor, of the
Archdiocese of Chicago, who 1is the one who had been

handling the Mateo case; to bring him up to date. He was
very grateful because they: knew nothing of these
additional allegations. He advised me to follow our own

procedures, which I assured him I was doing. He said it
might be best to get a hold of Father Mateo and demand
that he come in and confront him. He suggested I get the
expertise of Ray Goedert or Pat 0'Malley to get admission
from someone in these circumstances. He said they have
always had them go to the Isaac Ray Institute to get an
evaluation. Given the fact that he wants to stay at the
V.A. Hospital does give us some leverage over him, and I
should try to require him to go through an evaluation.

Father Kealy said there may be things that Chicago
would have to do, like notifying people, and asked me to
keep them advised of the progress of this case.

He also gave me the number of the Chaplain's Office
at the Veterans Administration, suggested I first talk to
. Father Bill Vanderhyden, the senior chaplain. Father
Kealy said when he first saw Father Mateo, he was all
worked up, fearful of bein ent back to the Philippines
before getting all the éﬁggégiﬁéeded for social security.
Cn the second call to him, Father Kealy said he was
belligerent. He suggested I be direct with Father Mateo,
but very gentle.

He told me that they had transferred him from the
parish and withdrawn his faculties given by the
Archdiocese on the basis of their review of his case some
time ago. However, since he 1is a chaplain for the
Veterans Administration Hospital, he is under the Military
Archdiocese and has faculties from them for working there.

When Father Kealy met him, he admitted an incident
at the swimming pool related to his depression. Father
Kealy suggested I ask Father Mateo to come and see me.
Father Vanderhyden is the superior at the site, not an
official of the Military Ordinariate, but a Green Bay
diocesan priest who is a chaplain. He would not be
viewed as an official of the Military Archdiocese.

+£ 2L

Bishop Roger KRaffer

RLK:b3jd
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Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, lllinois 60690

Office of the Chancellor

" (312) 7518220

December 12, 1991 SRR AR

Dear Bishop Zafra:

Father Leonardo Mateo has been residing in the Archdiocese
of Chicago since June, 1985, while he has been working as a staff
chaplain at Downey Veterans Administration Hospital in North Chicago,
Illinois. Prior to this time, Father Leonardo had experienced a
period of psychological stress which resulted in an incident in which
he fondled a ten year old boy. Father has had therapy and apparently
has been doing well. Nevertheless, a review of our personnel
problems has resulted in a decision to withdraw his faculties to
exercise any public ministry in the Archdiocese of Chicago. This
would not preclude him from continuing to exercise his priesthood
within the confines of the Veterans Administration Hospital, which is
outside our jurisdiction. The senior Catholic chaplain at the
hospital, Father William Vander Hayden, is aware of Father Leonardo's
situation and has been very supportive of him.

- Just recently, however, I learned from Bishop Roger Kaffer,
the Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet, that a man has come forward with an
allegation that his two sons, now in their early 20's, had been
molested repeatedly by Father Mateo while he was serving in the
Diocese of Joliet. Therefore, I need to ask you if you know of any
difficulties of this kind which Father Mateo might have had in the
past. This would be very important to us in determining how best to
deal with this matter.

With cordial good wishes, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Reverend Robert L. Kealy,
Chancellor

Most Reverend Felix S. Zafra

- Bishop of Tagbilaran, Philippines
P.0. Box 18

Tagbilaran City

6300 Bohol, Philippines

cc: Most Reverend Roger Kaffer
Reverend Richard Saudis

Archdiocese of Military Services, U.S.A.
Redacted April 2013 - 4/8/2013
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Thursday, December 12, 1991
CONFIDENTIAL

Memo re: Father Leonardo Mateo

Father Mateo phoned to tell me he was too
distraught to come in today. He would be afraid to drive,
afraid he might lose control of the car. He had not slept
for two days, was terribly nervous and distraught over
this situation, and simply could not come to Joliet.

Because of other appointments, I was not able to
drive up to see him today, but told him I would try to be
at the Vets Hospital to see him between 10:00 and 11:00
a.m. on Friday, December 13th. I also asked him if he
minded if I brought another member of our Diocesan
Pastoral Concerns Team with me, and he said that would be
all right, and also told me he would like to have Father
Vanderhyden, his superior, at the Vets Hospital, also sit
in, and I said that would be fine.

R 21C

Bishop Roger Kaffer

RLK:bjd
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ASSTGNMENTS OF FR. X
The following assignments of Fr. X are set forth in order to

have a frame of reference in relation to the conversations
during the meeting.

1) Diocese of Joliet,

1lst Assignment, Immaculate Conception, Elmhurst,
(1977-1982)

While at this parish, Fr. Maher was the pastor for a
very short period of time, and then it was Fr. Henry
Wilkening.

2nd Assignment, St. Petronille, Glen Ellyn

(1982~-1984)
While at this parish, Fr. Cullen was the pastor.

Diocesan Faculties:

The Faculties of the Diocese of Joliet over Father X
terminated when he left St. Petronille.

2) Norfolk Diocese

(1984-1985)
After Father left St. Petronille’s he went to Norfolk to work
for a short period of time, where he has relatives, but, then
returned to the Illinois area in July of 1985.

3) Archdiocese of Chicago

The Archdiocese of Chicago granted Fr. X Faculties upon his
assignment to the V. A. Hospital in July of 1985.

(Military Assignment: July of 1985 to the present)

Father was made a Chaplain at the V.A. Hospital near Great
Lakes for the above-captioned period of time, and during this
period of time he was in residence at the following Chicago
parishes:

lst residency, Chicago: Immaculate Conception in

Waukegan

He stated that while he was in Waukegan, there was
Jesuit priest by the name of Raymond ? Dunn, and he

2
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_ January. Both Bishop Kaffer and I urged him to return to the

£ United States, and his reply was to give us assurance that he
would, because he needed to put in one more year of employment
in order to get his Social Security pension, and, therefore, he
was trying to create the impression that this was the reason
which would highly motivate him to return.

I then asked him to please, please make sure that he returns,
because if he fails to do so, it will be considered and
interpreted as guilt of any allegations made, and if any of
these allegations should become public, it will be extremely
difficult and awkward for the Bishop to respond to such
allegations, if Father does not return to the United States.
In response to this, Father stated that he would return and see
the matter out.

My parting words to Father were that I hoped that he would send
me a Christmas card, and that it would be mailed from the
United States, and dated in January, after he had returned to
the Country, in which I again tried to make the point that it
was in the best interest of all that he return.

VIII

CONSULTATION WITH THERAPIST

( During the meeting, I had asked Father to sign an Authorization
for his therapist, (Gioioso) to release information or records
to Bishop Kaffer. He read through this and then stated that he
would prefer to call Gioioso right then so that Bishop Kaffer
could talk to him, and I suggest that we use our time in the
meeting to confer with Father X, and that the time could best
be wutilized by Bishop Kaffer later conferring with his
therapist.

IX

PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS

I believe that Father is a very bright individual, and it’s
possible that he is a better writer than a speaker of English.
I was very concerned over some of the phrases he used in
responding to questions, because when asked to make responses
to direct allegations of sexual abuse, several times he stated
"he didn’t remember." That response, at first blush, is very
damning.

He also stated at one time that he may have had his arms around
the boy, and his arms touched the boy’s genitals, and I stated
that I was perplexed by such a statement, and then he corrected
it to state that he may have had his arms around the boy, and
his hands on the bov’s lap.

e ™
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Lesr Brstop Refier-

Since I m having lroulle getiing lo sieep, I {lwught 1 7 shere somelhing ihet kes been on vy mihd sines
SendIRG MIGRIght Mass & Tew nighls sg0. My wite was playing in the Bell civir 81 1.0, 8rd. 1o sholv our Iove
G Ber, e Stienaed U serviee. 1 5at will iy GoUGHIEES & 18V povw's Tiom the Troni 56 we weire In clesr
wigh of I citoir. My sons sise stiended (one of tve fimes 1 know of they kove been lo Mass since
G581 - Ve ather time wes for the baplism of their newest cousin in Pavenporl, lowal. s 1 saw the
Smile o0 GUF PESIGr 85 e OLVIGUSTY £R7oYeE the pEITHITRERCE 61 6U CROTE 8hd Ihe cloty Brecior 88 e
mOVEF Trom one Section of the choir o e sther, 1 though? of my sons in ke vestibule in the beck of
church. This is where 1hey hed spent log many Messes thal 1 hed foreed hem 1o 8Tlend oVver e yesis SIRce
rherr gramimer schosl doys 81 1.6 1 Lhought of the Catholic edvcalion they hed receiived 81 1.0, and &8s e
PEriprinerce 8t the Mass continued 1 1671 1 could herdly conlrof myself 88 1 wgs 122ling s 380, 1 excused
mYSelt &8 I squenied by my aeughlers, ssytng | wesn ¥ feeling well ds ; got lo e beck vesiibule sfcharch |
KBl MY SORS O TG GIREE SIGe. 1 18d 10 Ieave church becatse 1 16 50 560 and sngry. I walked severst blocks
CrYTRY SRA cursing e Church snd 11 s lesders Thel sliowved his I Reppen o my children. 1 ves slso srgry
82115 "pomp SRGCIICURSIBRCE L My snger subsided 85 1 went Ip The siles 81 the 1L, sohaelysid sng e
1Brmer Feclory where 1 g buried mirsculous medsls &1 the sugoesiion of some suheniic Catholic
Feligious.

Wien F gol back 1o churcl; § entered the vesiibyie wWAere miy So0S \Weie SISRTERG 810 pul My} 8IS 310URd
sl and stayed wilh them, &5 some Sign of Solidsrity I guess. Facl moved up periodically o be in view of
el mother plsying lthe bells, spparently the oaly reason ey weire IRere. Betore Iong it was communion
lime and they (anmd Wis lime § slse) did not go 1o reverve comminnion. | hed looked 81 my oldest son & fow
Hmes a5 e Feaned &perrs? the wall just inside 2he beck door snd his Hesd wes down. 1T \ves very sad or me
1o see it lhere on Ehiistmas WG his lead doven, lhere lo witness lis molher playing the bells, ikere
SPDETERTIY With o Catholic 61Tk, 1 continue Io pray e es & 1BITA 10 Gad. 1 Think of bow e \was dameged
SPIFTITustiy srd peyelologicsily by an alleped priest of Sad snd other priests of 6od wio did nolhing lo
DEEVeRt i 1om Tnfticling 1481 Gamage ol iy SORS 80 on GTNEY 1BIRELFS 505 (i donr ! even Enow The
FEIBGE EXTSTS. | 208 My OIdest son here Wilh his disheveled sppesrance sng leck of confidence snd § kiow bis
beguly snd bog-given 1olents thet e moy not see, &1 7east I some exTent, because of what keprened lo him
23 any Gesrs 8o & e Lends of 8 priesit Again, 1t upsels sng seddens me so mikh. 1 continue o pray 16r

404,

Last night | interrupted putting the final touches on this letter to watch @ 24224 show on reprogramming
sex offenders. What | got from watching it was that it centered on a program used in a unit at a Yermont
prison which housed sex offenders, primarily rapistsand pedophiles, who volunteered for this minimum
one year in-house program and recommended lifelong follewup program on the outside. The purpose of the
program was for the offenders to develop true empathy for their victims and thereby contraol their
addictive behavior (it is apparently recognized there is no cure but there is effective treatment for
conrolling this activity). A key tool used in this program was a test instrument, & penile plethysmograph,
which measured the offenders’ responses to photos of various sexual stimuli. The treatment program was
geared to the results of this test and the effectiveness of the treament was also measured by this test. It is
my understanding that the well renowned Isaac Ray Center, where the Archdiocese of Chicago send their
suspected pedophile priests for evaluation, use this same test a3 a integral part of their evaluation of
pedophiles but have not used it on priests because they understood it to be a violation of canon law. Thus,
the Issac Ray Center evaluations of pedophile priests may not be as valid as they could be. Something else
brought out in this 2274 show was that a criteria for release (a criteria of potential danger to society)
of one of these offenders was the psuchologist's opinion that he had not developed true empathy for his
victims. Based on my two interviews with Fr. Mateo, it's my wnprofessional opinion giving him the benefit
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ARCHDIOCESE FOR THE MILITARY SERVICES, USA
{ Ordinariatus Castrensis)
962 WAYNE AVENUE
SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20810

Telephone (301) 495-4100

FAX (301) 589-3774
PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

December 16, 1991
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Reverend Leonardo G. Mateo
VA. Medical Center (125)
North Chicago, IL 60064

Dear Father Mateo:

Recently, we have been made aware of serious allegations of
misconduct made against you during your time of priestly service
in the diocese of Joliet, Illinois. We have also been informed
of the withdrawal of your priestly faculties by the Archdiocese
of Chicago and the withdrawal of permission for you to reside in
a rectory of that Archdiocese.

Because of the serious implications of the allegations against
you and because of our responsibility to all the people entrusted
to our care, we must require that you consider yourself on
ecclesiastical leave of absence from service to members of the
Archdiocese for the Military Services. You are not to perform
any priestly functions for the subjects of our archdiocese until
the situation is favorably resolved.

We do not plan to withdraw your faculties officially or to
withdraw your endorsement to serve as a chaplain with the

Department of Veterans Affairs until we have discussed the
allegations and implications with you personally.

Therefore, we request that you visit us at the Chancery Office
during the period of January 13 to 17, 1992. Please inform us of
the date and time selected for your visit.

Be assured that you are very nmuch remembkered in our prayers
during this very difficult time..

Fraternally yours,

~f (/tﬁd&ﬁﬂ>)$' Leln
c {
ancis X. Roqug, D.D.

Auxiliary Bisho
Episcopal Vicar, Veterans Affairs

CC: His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Bernardin
Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Most Reverend Felix S. Zafra

FXR/mc
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January 16, 1992

Most Rev. Roger L. Kaffer, D.D.
Aux. Bishop & Vicar Geperal
425 Summit Street

Joliet, IL 60435

Dear Bishop Kaffer:

God reward you for the tene of kindness in your Jan. 9th
letter which was received today.

The Military Archd. after consultation with you and with
Chicapo withrew my faculties. Fr. Bill and I pleaded for a short
extension in vain.

This is my last day at the Veterans, N, SS, no more medical
insurance, no job.

I feel angry and hur¥ at the church I tried to love and
serve for 36 years. In the name of protecting the church, I was
yanked out of the parish and the hospital. My ordinary then made
me retire.

Now I know how Pope John (Journal) ard Padre Pio (Biography)
felt at the hand of the "church administration.'

I don*t feel up to being interviewed at Isaac. This after
consultation with confidants: Dr. Gioioso, a Jesuit, another priest,
a friend. In mercy I hope you understand my state of mind.

My mother just died. I am in charge of dividing our properties.
I am looking for a job,

Hoping for your compassion,

Sizzzzfly in the Crucified,

Leonardo G. Mateo

Aint

SYURE s

}PMJL; /-2i1-92
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A.M.D.G. B.VM.H

Dear Present or Former Immaculate Conception (Elmhurst) Parishioners,
bes &;.r the s auee e oo cloddivear wie el € You rtoi™ st*f-f-—{.

Before you read further it is suggested you pray fro san_a.LJ_e,_tLogf Hail Mary. Please
excuse this being an anonymous letter. Actually we can be easily identified.Maybe in the near
future those in the same situation can be together for mutual support, etc. Who I am is
insignificant. What is important and what must come through in all this is Almighty God's
unconditional and limitless love for each of us (in spite of some of His representatives) and also
Mary's great love and motherly concemn for us. The subject matter of this letter should also be
proof positive that the devil is alive and well and operating in our world today.

On August 15, 1991 I found out about the sexual abuse of a child by Fr. Leonardo Mateo (FM)

- during FM's assignment at IC from about 1978-1983. I have since found out about FM's sexual
abuse of four other boys while he was at IC and there is information to indicate there could be
many more. The primary purpose of this letter is the salvation of the souls of all boys who
may feei cut off from God by the actions of Fivi'and to stop this cancer. I'll attempt to share

. with you some of the information I've gathered since learning of this situation so you can pray
and make the decisions necessary for the spiritual and psychological health of all involved. Fr.
Riva was notified of this situation on 12/7/91 who, in tum notified Bishop Roger Kaffer of the
Diocese of Joliet who has been personally handling this matter since. On 1/22/92 Bishop Kaffer
notified me FM failed to keep an appointment that Bishop Kaffer made for him for a
(psychological) evaluation, failed to visit the officials of the Military Ordinariate as they had
requested, and instead submitted his resignation from the Veterans Administration where he was
employed. He told them he was going to return to the Phillipines. The Military Ordinariate and
the Archdiocese of Chicago had withdrawn his priestly faculties. I've recently heard FM, still an
active priest, returned to the position he had before coming to the U.S., the chief financial officer
of a Phillipine diocese, is teaching in the seminary, and is the Superintendent of Schools.

Bishop Kaffer initially notified me that the Diocese will not be making this notification. At my
request, on 7/13/93 I met with Bishops Joseph Imesch and Kaffer to determine if, in view of all
that has transpired on this issue, their position has changed. Bishop Imesch made it perfectly
clear they would not make this notification or any other type of public announcement. He did
say he would write a letter to FM telling him of his moral obligation to identify his victims. On
7/27/93 Bishop Imesch told me he had not yet written the letter. Since then I've heard FM
received such a letter from the bishop and responded that there were no more victims. I accept
the bishops' decision but, as a parent, I thank God I know what happened and the possible
consequences so we can deal with it and I feel a moral responsibility to share this information
with other families.

The night of 8/15/91 was one of the worst in my life. I was filled with anger and hatred and the
next morning, very distraught, went to a priest for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The advice
given, which I've followed, was to pray as never before, do something about the priest, and do
something about the child. He said I should get the help needed for the child as victims of this
many times have problems later on in life and marriage. After concluding some business
commitments I devoted myself to this. I got connected with concerned priests and other
religious, parents of victims, and a psychologist who is considered an expert in this area who
treats both pedophiles and their victims. I read material on this subject including books this
psychologist recommmended. Among the information this psychologist related was that she had
yet to meet a pedophile who was not himself abused and didn't deal with it. And the “didn't deal
with it" is the significant part. Burying it is the problem.
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The bottom line to all this is that the spiritual damage is most important and can just

be speculated to when a child being formed spiritually, psychologically, and physicaily
is sexually abused (to my knowledge limited to touching of the child's genitals) by a
Roman Catholic priest who we cail Father. We teach that this priest has the power to bring
God into bread and wine. When a person commits sin, that same priest has the power to have
God forgive those sins. A priest told me the devil gets a child twice in this, once when the act
is done it cuts the child off from God and it also prevents the child from returning to God
(the Sacrament of Reconciliation comes from another priest). Psychologically the damage
includes damage to self-esteem (who is wrong when a priest with that power fondles a
child's genitals), intimacy, and future sexual relations. Relationships may become difficult to
maintain as trusting another person becomes harder and harder. There has been considerable
material written and related on this topic but what is attached to this letter for your reference
is mainly from the Church-sponsored report of Cardinal Bernardin's Commission on
. Clerical Sexual Misconduct with Minors (June 1992).

It is my understanding that as far as psychological healifig of the victim, communication
with someone seems to be the key. Just admitting that the activity occurred starts the healing

. process. However children have been known to bury and forget whole segments of what
actually happened. Apparently they do this in order-to cope with what was happening at the
time. This was fine at the time because that got them through it but to be healed, they should
open up and tell someone what they remember.

In addition to learning a little about pedophilia, among other things I located and interviewed
FM at length on two occasions, spoke to a psychologist who treated him, other priests that
lived with him, and some people at IC. I met with and communicated with Bishop Kaffer on
- numerous occasions and provided him with information obtained. I also provided this
( information to an emissary to the Vatican and the bishops of the four dioceses that I knew
B FM was at I did this to encourage the Church to aggressively seek out the victims of FM
(and other priests like him for that matter) for effective spiritual and psychological healing.
To date this has been to no avail.

Other than a letter like this I know of no way of effectively reaching boys who were directly
affected by the deviant acts of FM other than if I got that information from FM, which I've
tried. Through the information I gathered, it appears FM fits the profile of pedophile. During
his tenure at IC he was in charge of the altar boys and was the chaplain of the Cub Scout
troop. I was told that in effective treatment a pedophile can identify 95 out of 100 children he
abused. I have tried to get FM to treatment and Rishep Kaffer said- he did alsc. I've been told
a pedophile priest could go through, say, all the altar boys. FM minimized his problem but
told me he had his greatest temptations at the swimming pool where he brought groups of
boys. I know his sexual abuse of children also occurred in his apartment at the rectory. I was
told there were boys constantly going in and out of FM's apartment. I understand that
towards the end of FM's tenure at IC, boys were running away from him which would
indicate they knew something was wrong with this priest. Thus, at an early age, IC boys may
have gotten a perverted view of the priesthood (and God).

I certainly do not want any undue harm to come to anybody or to the Catholic Church. This
letter may reach families of boys that were not directly affected by
FM. Hopefully the information will still prove beneficial. Likewise it may miss others who
were. It will go to families who had boys at IC Grammar School while FM was assigned at
IC and who were in the age group FM may have centered on (8-12). However the only
“previous formal complaint against FM that I know of was what he told me about. This was in
the early 80's after he had left IC and the police contacted him about sexual contact with a
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REFERENCES & ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

There has been considerable material written and related on this topic but here I will
refer mainly to the Church-sponsored report of Cardinal Bernardin's Commission on
Clerical Sexual Misconduct with Minors (June 1992). I suggest you read the entire report.
For the sake of brevity, the following are just some of the pertinent matters. - (Page 7)
Even if no priest had ever been accused."the Church needs to-address the issue of child
sexual abuse because it is undermining the stability of our society and ruining the lives of
its victims."

"Impact on the victim(s). Sexual misconduct by a priest with a minor, in addition to
being a violation of celibacy and chastity, almost always has serious harmful effects on
the victims, whether the matter becomes publicly known or not. They suffer a loss of self
esteem. They often find it difficult to trust an adult again. They may feel guilty, or be
made to feel guilty by the abuser. They often experience sexual confusion. They may not
feel they will be believed, or they encounter actual disbelief on the part of significant
persons in their lives, for example, a parent, a pastor. They may keep the matter hidden
or repress it, displacing their anger at the Church, the priesthood, even God." My
emphasis)

"Victims' capacity to develop a trusting relationship with other clergy is impeded. They
may begin to lose faith in the sacraments of the Eucharist and Penance because they are
administered by priests. If diocesan leaders do not respond effectively to victims' reports

" of sexual abuse by clergy, the victims often become further alienated from the Church.

They may also ask themselves why God is allowing all this to happen to them. Often,
they cease being an active member of the Church, a tragic loss for the community of
faith. The psychological impact will be discussed in more detail below; here the issue is
the spiritual harm caused and the need for a compassionate, effective pastoral response.”

(Page 8) "Psychiatric and Psychological Dimensions" -- "Impact of Child Sexual
Abuse on the Victim"...

"The effects of child sexual abuse cover a considerable range. For some, there does not
appear to be any obvious serious emotional trauma as a result of the victimization. For
others, one can identify very serious emotional trauma, including serious substance
abuse, self injurious behavior, Post-Traumatic Stress Syndrome, and suicidal depression.
About 20% of child victims; including beys, experience no immediate travma. However,
the pain may surface at puberty, when they establish their first intimate reladonship, or
when they attempt to establish their first stable relationship.

"It makes a difference at what age a victim seeks help, and what the time interval is
between seeking help and the abuse itself. When the abuse is discovered fairly quickly,
and the child or young adolescent is provided with counselling, there is a much greater
likelihood that the abuse will not have as serious, long-lasting effects. However when the
abuse remains hidden until much later, the prognosis is much less favorable."...

"Another factor that plays an important role in determining how serious an impact sexual
abuse has on a youth is how people respond to the revelation about it, especially

Redacted April 2013 - 4/8/2013

Bbo19g



FR. MATEO SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. %\2550200

Redacted April 2013 - 4/8/2013
Released April 2014

significant persons in the individual's life: parents, teachers, confessors. Do parents
support the child or blame him or her? Is their reaction hysterical or calm? If the first
reaction is one of disbelief or blaming the youth for what happened, the individual will
usually repress what happened, and it will fester inside. If a parent reacts with great
shock or hysteria, the victim undergoes further distress. However, if a parent, a teacher,
or a confessor reacts to the report of sexual abuse with true concern, compassion, and a
sense of calm, and helps the youth get the help he or she needs, the prognosis is very
hopeful.

"Many young people are so embarrassed or simply unaware of how the abuse has
impacted their lives -- or even that it was abuse--that they tell no one, often for years.
There is also a cultural bias against males coming forward and acknowledging that they
have been victimized. Boys may ask themselves what the abuser saw in them and worry
that they may be feminine or effeminate. At times they were victimized simply because
they were the only ones available. But they are not aware of this simple fact. At the same
time, the physical trauma is not so strong for boys as it is for girls. Victims may forget
about what occurred. However, at a later time in their life, it may resurface, and its
serious impact be uncovered.

"A variety of symptoms may be manifest in cases involving minors or adult survivors
who have been sexually abused as children. They may have difficulty in achieving a
normal sexual life. Adolescent males who have been abused by an older male may have
serious questions about the possibility of their being homosexual, something they hide

: from others. Ambiguity about sexual orientation can be very confusing for older children
or young adolescents.

"If the issue is not resolved, they carry this ambiguity into early adulthood and beyond.
They may run away from home and be lured into prostitution. This, in turn, often
compels them to withdraw from their peers and develop a solitary lifestyle, which, in
turn, makes them more vulnerable to further sexual victimization and erosion of self
esteem. Anxiety and fear, and bouts of depression, lead some to become suicidal. Others
are prone to become addicted to drugs and/or alcohol or to develop personality disorders.
It is often a lonely, painful path for victims of child sexual abuse who do not get the help
they need as soon as possible after the abuse.

"Other factors play a role in the impact which sexual abuse has on minors. Generally, the
younger the age of the victim, the greater the trauma. However, this is primarily true of
pre-pubescent children. The matter becomes reversed during adolescence. Despite
popular belief, postpubertal abuse often causes deeper irauma than prepubertal abuse,
especially in terms (Page 9) of confusion about sexual identity and a sense of self-worth.
Another variable is the duration of the abuse; the longer it takes place, usually the greater
the trauma will be.”

..."Based on the few studies that have dealt with male victims, researchers conclude that

the effects on this part of the population include sexual dysfunction, conflicts of gender
identity, and an increased risk of themselves becoming sex offenders against minors.
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"Another vadable factor involves the relationship of the victim to the offender. Abuse
perpetrated by a father-figure--including a respected priest--is likely to be more traumatic
than abusive behavior by others. In part, this is due to the greater betrayal and loss of
trust betweean the victim and the offender. The abuse within the context of a trust
relationship may be more protracted and more frequent without its being discovered or,
at any rate, stopped.

"If force is used, the long-term impact is usually much greater. And while abuse which
involves penetration is often assumed to be more traumatic than other forms of abuse,
scientific studies disagree about whether intercourse and penetration are demonstrably
more serious than less invasive forms of abuse. It depends upon the perception and
interpretation of the youth who is abused. In other words, a youth may be senously
traumatized by an act which, in the perception of adults, appears to be less injurious in
and of itself.

"When the impact of sexual abuse is not detected or revealed until later in life, therapy is
often necessarily long-term”..."What has become quite clear to the Commission is that it
is vital to identify victims as soon as possible and to provide them with the assistance
they need to move through and beyond the effects of the abuse to a more productive
life."

"The illness of sexual abuse" This section of the Commission’s report deals mostly with

. the abuser's illness which is certainly worthwhile reading. However the purpose of this
letter is primarily the health of the victim and, as such and for the sake of brevity, only
the following matters are included:

..."Sexual experiences early in life may well become an important influence in one's later
life. At the same time, he or she may feel guilty about what happened, and this, too, may
inhibit the development of a normal sexuality. Through a complicated process of
psychosexual development, a victim of child sexual abuse, if not treated therapeutically,
may act out sexually with children as an adult.

"There is often a pattern to paraphilic behavior of this kind. Pedophiles and ephebophiles
spend an inordinate amount of time with children and adolescents. More often than not
they truly enjoy the companionship of the youths. Very often the young people like and
trust the eventual abuser and the affection may well be mutval. That is why it is very
harmful, for example, when people tell victims of incest that their father never loved
them, rather than explaining that their father expressed his love in an inappropriate way.

"Power and control are critical factors for the pedophile and ephebophile. Often they do
not recognize that they are using any coercion and totally deny (Page 10) that they used
force. True, many of them do not employ physical force or violence. However, the fact
that they are older than the child and often in roles of authority (parent, teacher, priest)
indicates that there is an emotional coercion. The abuser often argues that no abuse took
place because the minor enjoyed both the sex and the attention.”..."However, this fails to
recognize the power which an adult has over a youth. Abusers often treat children or
adolescents as their peers, as adults, but the victims remain minors. This attitude shows
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little if any awareness of how the action impacts the young person's life, perhaps scarring
him or her for a lifetime."

"Conclusion Given this brief descripton of the psychological dimensions of the problem
of sexual misconduct with minors, two conclusions may be drawn.

"First, child sexual abuse usually has a deleterious impact on the victim, and it is
essential that this individual get the needed help as soon as possible. Otherwise, the
personal cost to the individual, and to some extent society and the Church, will be very
great."

“"Second, child abusers are inflicted with an illness which, to date, is incurable. They
also need help, and, as a Christian community, we should offer them the therapeutic
assistance they require."...

"Many offenders were themselves abused as children. There are many such people in our
society -- and in the Church. Unless we show concemn, compassion, and a willingness to
help them, their problems will remain hidden. And this will continue to pose a risk to our
children.”

Another report I have states A.W. Richard Sipe's 1976 study on celibacy revealed 2% of
the nation's priests were pedophiles. In 1987 a priest/canon lawyer and former
ambassador of the Vatican Embassy in Washington estimated up to 3000 Catholic

" priests, which would be about 5% of the nation's then 57,000 priests, were pedophiles.

T've been told that contrary to ten years ago, today there is considerably more knowledge
available on this subject. We are just now gerting to know how terrible this is. It is self-
perpetuating and gets bigger and worse. I've been told there is effective treatment for
pedophilia which may include one year inpatient treatment followed by participation in a
12 step program and outpatient therapy for the rest of their lives. A pedophile is never
cured but his addicition can be controlled. However a pedophile must want to be helped
and must never work around children. This would be like putting an alcoholic to work in
a bar,

As serious as the damage is by a pedophile priest, this might be just part of a much larger
problem/s in the Church. Another part may be indicated in this same report by Cardinal
Bemnardin's Commission --(Page 6) "It has been estimated that approximately 90% of the
priests in the U.S. who have abused minors have been homosexual ephebophiles. As
will be seen in Chapter Four of this Report, that holds true of the reported cases in the
Archdiocese of Chicago. And this merits further study.” In Chapter Four, page 12, it
states concerning the reported cases in the Archdiocese of Chicago: "The overwhelming
number of cases, in other words, involved homosexual ephebophiles, that is, priests
sexually attracted to young teen-aged boys." (My comment - although a homosexual
ephebophile priest may not have the number of victims of a pedophile priest who may
have a sexual addiction, it seems the spiritual effects on the individual victim could be
just as devastating).

Some other information in this Commission's report--(Page 6) "Young people are
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vulnerable. They often trust authority figures (parents, priests, teachers, coaches) whom
they expect to protect and take care of them. They are frequently eager to please adults
who have power over them and are also easily intimidated by these sarme aduits.

"A child’'s normal sexual development spans a number of years and involves many
stages -- before, during, and after puberty--and problems arise if this normal
development is broken by sexual activity with an adult or someone several years older
than they." ..."The physical expression of the 'friendship’ or 'love’ may begin with a
simple embrace, caress, or kiss and gradually move into more explicitly sexual activity.
Unable to understand the full significance of what is happening and incapable of giving
full consent to it, the youth is abused. The youth may not understand at the time that it
was, indeed, abuse. He or she may have basked in the abuser's personal attention, and
may have found the activity itself pleasurable. Usually no physical force or violence is
used by the abuser. But, as will be discussed more fully later in this chapter, the trauma
has aiready set in, and the victim'’s life will never be the same.

"While the various forms of the sexual abuse or molestation differ in gravity and kind, all
of them may seriously traumatize the victim. In itself, fondling may not be as serious as
penetration, but the impact on the victim is another matter, one that deserves careful

attention and usually requires healing."...

"Pedophilia"..." The essential feature of this disorder is recurrent, intense, sexual urges

- and sexually arousing fantasies, of at least six months’ duration, involving sexual activity
with a prepubescent child. The person has acted on these urges, or is markedly distressed
by them.

"Ephebophilia involves a recurrent, intense, sexual interest in postpubescent youths,
generally between the ages of thirteen and seventeen.
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2.

there is a responsibility on the part of the diocese to
repair whatever damage may have been done. I appreciate
your cooperation and assistance. Be assured of my prayers

for you and I ask them also in return.

Sincerely in Christ,

2. 24

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

Vﬁc-Bishop Roger Kaffer
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2.

I want to say again that I am readily willing
to offer assistance to any young person who has been
abused by a priest. I fully recognize the Church's
responsibility to respond to those situations. If you
wish to provide me with the names of any individuals
you feel may have been involved in this situation, I
will see that they are personally contacted.

I take seriously my responsibility as Bishop of
tihe Church of Joliet, and if any inappropriate activity
hias been engaged in, I recognize the Church's
responsibility to provide whatever assistance it can.

With every best wish,

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

be-Bishop Roger Kaffer
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December 20,1993

Most Rev. Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

Office of the Bishop

425 Summit St.

Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear Bishop Imesch,

My apology for the delay of my response. It was only
two or three days ago that I had a heart to heart talk with Fr.
Leonardo Mateo.

I told him about your letter and your request. And he
told me about his being misunderstood while serving in the U.S.,
particularly, as chaplain among the boy scouts. He said he had
done nothing wrong. However, if he ever had, he would not remem-
ber names, for that was long ago.

(:_ I share your deep concern for the boys and for Fr.'
Mateo. I will continue to work on this problem.

It may be of help, if we keep our communication lines
omn.
A blessed christmas and a fruitfull new year to you.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

TVWW
+ Leopoldo S. Tumulak

Bishop of Tagbilaran

JAN 39 1994
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January 28, 1994

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Diocese of Joliet
425 Summit Street
Joliet, IL 60435

Dear Bishop Imesch:

We read with interest yocur reply to ocur letter regarding Father
Mateo and, even though somewhat delayed, we would like to reply to
some of the statements made therein. You stated that the diocese
was not aware of all that had transpired until much later. Our
question to you is twofold: Why was a priest suddenly transferred
with no goodbye from the parish and no party; and how could the
diocese not know about what happened when there were rumors
circulating at the time among the grade school children and their
parents about Father Mateo? '

who was abused by a priest. Everything would involve making an
announcement in the parish informing those who are unaware of help
that it is available. Have you also considered the possibility
that there are those who were abused but who do not know that there
is help available through the church and therefore have not
contacted anyone? Have you considered that there are men out there
who were abused but who think they were alone and that it was their
fault and thus have not contacted anyone? And have you considered
that there are those families who are aware of what happened but
who have not come forward for fear of hurting their children more?

(l_ You state that you want to do everything you can to help someone

In your letter you question the "permanent damage" that can be done
by an abuser. If you check the current psychological literature,
'you will find that this is indeed the case. Sexual abuse does
permanently damage the abusee.

What considerable effort has been made to contact the boys who were
abused? Oour son wWas in Boy Scouts when Father Mateo was the
advisor, and he certainly has not been contacted. Have other boys
been contacted? How many? When? And if they have, why have we
not heard about this contact from other parents of boys that age
whom we still see? I would think this would be a matter of serious
discussion in parent groups.

If, as you state, you are readily willing to offer assistance, we

ask again that an announcement be made in the parish requesting
that these abused men seek help through the church. Until this is
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_ If I can judge from other situations, once
there is publicity about a particular priest, or about
any priest, young men who have been victims are not
reluctant to contact us, . either about a particular
priest or someone that we do not even know of. With all
the publicity that has been generated with regard to
Father Mateo, I would find it hard to believe that
there is someone who is not aware of this situation.

I suppose we could disagree for eternity on
"permanent damage." I did not deny that it can happen,
I was simply saying that it is not universal and is not
necessarily "permanent.” There are probably young men
who have been permanently damaged, there are others who
seemingly are not affected.

Again, I want to repeat my willingness to offer
assistance to anyone who has been a victim of sexual
abuse by a priest. I recognize the responsibility of
the Church to assist those people.

With every best wish,

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet :
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April 17, 2002

Most Reverend Leopoldo S. Tumulak
Bishop of Tagbilaran

P. 0. Box 18

City of Tagbilaran

6300 Bohol,

PHILIPPINES

Your Excellency:

We continue to get allegations of inappropriate behavior and/or sexual abuse by

Father Felix Mateo, when he was assigned to the Diocese of Joliet many years ago.

- I just want you to be aware of that, If he is still living and is in any ministry, he
(__ certainly should not have access to minor children.

With cordial best wishes and with a plea and a promise of continued mutual
prayers always, [ remain

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart,

+ @% Z . %
Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet
RLK:bjd

be: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop James E. Fitzgerald
Sister Judith Davies, O.S.F.
Mr. James C. Byme
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