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SPESIA &AYERS 
E. Kent Aycr$ 
J~me> C. Byrne 
John M. Spesia 
Chri;rian G. Spcsta 
Jefli:ey S. Taylor 
Marrin J. Shanahan, Jr. 
Mark A. Liclnenwalrer 
G<Jbnel G. Orenic 
Michael R. Sliff 
Tricia M. Pellcgrmi 
MichaelS. Hop\iJf A FEDERAL EXPRESS 
H. Rtchard Hag~ 

Mr. Terrance M. Johnson, Esq. 
L"lf ( ' '""'el. N h p· Ch' 
Thomas M. Ewe'rt Ort Ier ICago 
Kenr Slarer 455 East Illinois Street 

Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

A ttorneys at Law 

August 8, 2011 

Re: Rudofski vs Diocese of Joliet 

Father Pock Records 

1415 Black RoaJ 

Joliet. Il linois 60435 

Ph 815.726.4311 
Fx 815.726.6828 

www.spesia-ayers.com 

Douglas F. Spesta 
( 1940-2010) 

As per a Cow-t Order, I am enclosing Diocesan records of Father Pock consisting of the 
fo llowing: 

1.) Priest file of Father Frederick (total pages 675) 

2.) A Privilege Log, for documents in this priest file. 

3.) Secret Archive File - (total of23 pages). 

4.) A PriviJege Log for all 23 pages. 

Names of Accusers 

Pock Victim 2 have been made public. The third 
individual, 

My Best Regards, 

SPESIA & AYERS 

JCB/skm 
cc: The Most Rev. R. Daniel Conlon, JCD 

The Honorable Michael Powers 
Mr. Patrick Bradley, Esq . 
Mr. Joseph M. Laraia, Esq. 
Mr. Stuart L. Bressler, Esq. 

Estabtt:)hed 1899 
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DONALD POCK 

DATE 

6-28-58 ST. MARY MAGDALENE, JOLIET ASSOC. 2-22-61 

2-22-61 IM. CONCEPTION, MORRIS ASSOC. 6-18-66 

6-18-66 ST. JOSEPH, JOLIET ASSOC. 6-17-67 

6-17-67 LEWIS COLLEGE CHAPLAIN 6-15-68 

6-15-68 DIVINE SAVIOR, DOWNERS GROVE PASTOR 5-25-76 

·12-1-75 LEAVE OF ABSENCE 4-6-76 

4-6-76 ST. PATRICK, JOLIET IN RES. 6-1-76 

6-1-76 ST. PATRICK, JOLIET ASSOC. 6-21-77 

6-21-77 ST. JOSEPH, MANTENO ADMIN. 7-7-78 

7-7-78 ST. JOSEPH, MANTENO PASTOR 6-17-87 

6-17-87 ST. PETER, ITASCA PASTOR 4-26-02 
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fl7"~;''"'~ ~ IV. Oic_L,J/ ~~!0 
1. t;(b~l~~inpublic: a) Excell t; b) Aver;;;:;'";;)Uns~. 7? 
2. Voice: a) Strong and robust; b) Average; c) Poor; d) Has foreign accent. -· 

3. 

4. 
5. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. , 

Defects of speech (if any) : -------------------------------- -------------- --------------------------------------

~bilityto preach : a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor. K ~- y.f) _ ~-
Conversation: a) Good; b) Hesitant and disjointed; c) Poor. ~ /['..A -~ 

V. PHYSICAL REPORT 

General health: a) Good; b) Average; c) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory. 

Surgical operations (if any) : ___ --~---------------------------------------------------------------
Mental disorders: a) Normal; b) Melancholic; c) Superiority complex; d) Inferiority complex; 

e) Delusions of grandeur; f) Excessive nervousness; g) An oddity; h) Prefers to be alone rather 

than with others. 

Physica 1 defects : _ -------------------~----------------------------------------------------------

VI. ABILITIES 

1. His abilities seem to recommend him for the following occupation: a) Journalism; b) Work in the 

chancery office; c) Workamongyoungpeople; d) 4!1 assistant pastorate; e) Work as a teacher; 

f) A position in which public speaking plays a major role; g) Athletic work. 

2. He is able to speak a language other than English, viz., ________ :~---------------------------------
3. He seems to have a natural aptitude for ------------- ------------ --------------------- --------• and therefore 

the faculty can safely recommend him for higher studies in this matter. 

VII. REPORT ON HIS VACATION LETTERS 

1. Vacation letter received and a) The pastor recommends him favorably or hjghb,r; b) The pastor 

has the following adverse criticism to make: --------------------------------------------------- -

VII. OPINION OF THE FACULTY 

1. The faculty feels that: a) He should be allowed and urged to continue; b) That he should be ad­

monished of his faults and given an opportunity to amend; c) That he should be given another op­

portunity but should not be allowed to receive further Orders until he amends; d) That he should 

be dropped from the seminary. 

\ 
IX. OBSERVATIONS OF THE RECTOR 

/ 

~( 

~Jl7'~;6-
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FR. POCK SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 
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IV. VOICE 

Abiiity'-to read ,__in public: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 

Voice: a) Strong and robust ; b) Average; c) Poor; d) Has foreign accent. 

Defects of speech (if any) : J~--------------------------------------------------------------------------­
Ability to preach: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poot·. 

Conversation: a) Good; b) Hesitant and disjointed; c) Poor. 

V. PHYSICAL REPORT 

General health: a) Good; b) Average; c) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory. £)..,._~ .;t/or-~ -1 
Surgical operations (if any): -p·~ ~-'-.!-U. :: .. ~ ~ ~:._~-1-~~-

tO-l". ~ .v( ~~~~:.}?., ~ ~ ~- u.. A..:. 
Mental disorders: a) Normal; b Melancholic; c) Superiority comple ; d ) Inferiority complex; 

e) Delusions of grandeur; f) Excessive nervousness; g) An oddity; h) Prefers to be alone rather 

than with others. 

Physical defects: -~~--------------·-·--------------------------------------------
VI. ABILITIES 

1. His abilities seem to recommend him for the following occupation: a) Journalism; b) Work in the 

chancery office; c) Workamongyoungpeople; d) An assistant pastorate; e) Work as a teacher; 

f) A position in which public speaking plays a major role; g ) Athletic work. 

2. He is able to speak a language other than English, viz., - --------------------------------------------------------

3. He seems to have a natural aptitude for _____ --------------------------------------• and therefore 

the faculty can _s~fely recommend him for higher studies in this matter . 

VII. REPORT ON HIS VACATION LEITERS 

1. Vacation letter received and a) The pastor recommends him favorably or highly: b) The pastor 

has t he following adverse criticism to make: ---------------------------------------------- ---- --------------------

------------------,----------------------------------------------------------·--------------------- -

VII. OPINION OF THE FACULTY 

1. The faculty feels that: a) He should be allowed and urged to continue ; _.Q.) That he should be ad­

monished of his faults and given an opportu.nity to _amend; c) T hat he should be given another op­

portunity but should not be allowed to receive further Orders until he amends; d ) That he should 

be dropped from the seminary. 

\ 
IX. OBSERVATIONS OF THE RECTOR 

J 
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··u _STIC~lilf.AI.k.E 

A decree from Rome, issued Dec. 27, 1930, urges t he Reverend 
Pastor of the candi date f or Sub<.:.eacons hip t o ans~ler the f oll0111-
ing ouestions conscientiously : 

1. Is the cleric zealous and devout in fulfill).nc- the duties of 
piety , i.e., meditat::..,m, a t te.1dar.ce at !":ass, vi sits t o the 
Blessed Sacra1r.ent and recitation of t he Rosary? '/4 S 

2. Does he receive t~1e Sacrament s of f enance and Holy :.ucharist 
frequently and devoutly? y ~ J 

3o Does he perform his ministry diligently and conscientiously 
lvhile he assists at Sacred Functions? yeJ 

~ :-~ : \o ~K 
· ... \ .. · \...: D~ 

4. \vas he zealous in teaching Catechism during vacation? 'j4fJ - A.l.J o. A ~.s~~~rtJ 
.S' '.s ri!'t<. u..' ' r ;/ 7" H ~ 

A t.. T~l( - /Joy J · 

5. Does he devote care and diligence tmo1ard enhancing divine 
l·IOrship, tm·Tard the good implied in the care of souls; does 
he manifest interest in the exact performance of ministry 
~.Jhile he assists at Sacred Functions? 'jE.J 

6o In what study does he manifest interest and "toTith t-That diligence? /;-/~ Lt'ru~') 

7. Is he given over to r eading profance books and papers "t<Jhich 
harbor hatred against faith and good morals? JVf4 

8o Does he "t-Tear the clerical garb when he is at home during 
vacations? y c ..s 

9. Did he associate 't'Tith anyone of ill repute, or even with such 
of good repute, to such an extent as to cause scandal and ad­
mira t i on among the fa.ithful; does he cherish famili arity with 
persons of the opposit sex; or did he f requent places that 
are scarcely free from suspicion? A/IJ 

10o Was he honest and upright in speech?~L: ~ 

11. Has he occasioned critical remarks about Ecclesiastical cus­
toms, doctrine and precepts? Ale 
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OG0083 

VACATION REPORT 
To Confidential 

ST. PROCOPIUS SEMINARY 
Lisle, illinois 

Reverend and dear Father: 

The T hird Council of Baltimore (Titulus v. No. 177) , the Roman Normae (Art. 166) and the 

Sacred Congregation of Seminaries and Universities burden pastors with the obligation of watching 

over the conduct of their students during vacation and at its end of reporting it to the Seminary au­

thorities. 

Kindly return this report, which shall be kept under the seal of strictest confidence, to the Very 

Reverend Rector. 

Name of Student .............. P ... ':~ .~~-~~ .. k.:J!. ...... J?.~ .. <;-:./C:,. ......................... .................................................... . . 

Vacation at Home ............. Ll:f..q, ...... 4?.1.;,4!.~ .. ?.":":~~ --~/.~!.S .. L ... . ~.E. .... L£~; .... ~ .. 4~t.7.~."!!& ...... . 

Vacation Away From Home ......... A .. :~.-~. f:' .. t ...... ~ .... .!d~ . .£4./(.-?. ....... ........ ...... ....................................... . 

Attending week-day Mass ....... .... ye .. s ... ::-: .... ;fJ~."-~-~~- ~!:;1--::-:: .J.A .. t .. !:-.y. ....... ..................... .. 
Reception of Sacraments ·········- ··-/;4-~ ...... ": ..... ./)A.t. .. ?.y ....................................................................... .. 
Associates ......................................... 1/.~JE.T ..... G..~.~-! ....... ................. .......................................................... . 
Employment ./!/..'!..T.. ... -:f./:1./.~- q __ Y.<-F..f..J. ... :-:-:-: ... £..~ .. .(( ..... ~./{4..6 .. ~.~---(!.·E,· .. A .. ?..T..1.:1-: ... fl.,.'!.::/-> -

7 ·· S /4 c.~~--' .;r Y ere. · A r-r~~u~4 j_,. r..ll~c,, '-~ L:_ -;; 
-/J ( 11~•/J-/J..;;-,t.,/, /Q# 

Deportmen t (Example, Habits, Industry, Piety) ........ £.A.S,.{.;; .. I:-.. f-."!~(!1..;::: ................................................ . 

Remarks 

II e. riA.) /1 ':; r 

A c A;v (), .JA rC. 

/3#£,t/ /fJ(#r//~A.,cy //v A,t...L­

}/,;a~eL/= 
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Most Reverend Homco Blu!'lchcU.e 
B5 shop of )'0J ict 
425 Summit Street 
Jolie:t , Illinob 6043 5 

Your Excellency : 

-·- - - --

149 .. ._, 

This letter ] s a reqt:est that you v\7il:hd1·0w Fath2.r Donald Pock dS Chclpl,~ 5n of tlJc 
C oJ.lqgA . It is with relucte.nce that I mak8 this request f0n.1<1l , b~t: my C.t'I'Sul­

tations wii.h the perFon.s responsibk for ::>tL~clent v.Jelfare here indicntc tl1.1t th')re 
).::. little likelihood t l1c:Jt Father could ever do the work uhich is cxp<:'c:ted \'f the 
Chaplain. I append a description of that of;ice. 

There i s nothing per~0-1al jn this requeFi: . Father has impressed 1 .. ~ all .:•s ;:;; V-'<.Jll'n, 

h umble , and sincere person. H(~ i s ....... eJJ.-Hkud by the Snid-:;ni·t; 1 and ht:tri::)G t:o do 
wbz.'lt he is asked to do. 

The ch iC'f }Jtob.lEml i s h j s Jack of leadership a~1d intellectual ~:tatun:. in h.: s oCice . 
He hils failed to crgan:ize any religious activities on cvLpus, to ~tir:11Jlat~~ dis 
cussioll~ on ·i:he rE:al is sues facing Ch,·isLians today , and to me: intain c vHa l 
l i t ·.:·gy . Our hop(! VletS t hat the Cl'aplain.c~· woul.cl be a source o£ ideas, paLs ::>!1aJ. 
guidance I and leadership v;hicr_ \VOulG ii1tegr?.te the life of n· c CoJJC!ge I til8 life 
o f. stud j.cs e:md the personal lives of the s tudents . 

It i s o ur (.;Onc l usion t ha t Father is simply not able to do th::J vvco,·k WE' know r:it.:St 
be clone . He has been spoken to by th-= Dean and the Brother in c hC1''93 of the 
resident students . Father see;ns sincere in his atte1:1pts , but ti1ose attempts 
just do not produ ce even min imal results . 

The ColJege does not t:vish to hurt Father by this re:qt:est . 'vVe have n:::>t told him 
t ha t we are making H. In my last couversatio:1 wHh you, you menti011eCl tna·~ 
Fat!ter WdS due fore> par~sh ia a year or so . Ii you chose t::J \Tithd\c:-·n. bi;r: to 
return him to a paris h , you might offer his future assignment as a mol:ive . 
However , if you V•iish us to in::Ucate our part in t he move, please notify mf~ , 

a nd I will explein tha enUre s~tuatica t o him . It is our very si.ncc;·3 \-.-j_sh tha~ 
this mc:1tter be ha ndled wHh th-e least poss ib le pai n ar.d cm')atrassr:1cnt to a~ycme , 

e ither Father , yoursdf. or t.he College . 

Renli ztng that the Dioces0 i.s in greer:: r.ced fo:- pricnts, the College is '.;ilJ ing to 
s ee:k else:v.~hele for a Chardain . You inc ica~ed l~sl year that you would 3c:;c.pt 

r ather Baenen c.ts P.ssjstC~nl. Ch~p!ain . He is pres~ntJ.y Spiritual Director of fte 
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Most Reverend Romeo Blanchette 
·"' .. _., 131 ' . ~ 

·.; •• l...: . -"-
( ?. 

Oblate Seminarians u.nd might bc assigned to t he College;. 

I wo uld not make this request if J did not t rdnk the matter a ve:.y s.::!ricus one . 
Vl/e are e xtremely concemE.•d about the spirituol Hves of our studGr1ts, Thut 
c oncern is our c hj_ef criterion in seeking a C haplain . A CoJJege i ::; a s pecia l 
type of pJace, and requires a special t ype of pr)est. The Chaplain ntl!st b.:~ 
the irr~ellectual e qual of the faculty , or religi.on and religious activjUE-. s be­
con1e infer:i.or to the other curwnts of t houvht and acU.on on campus . 

\1\Thatever you can do to help the College "iNOuld be much a pp1eciatecl . 

bpf:bn 

Appendmcnt 

Sj_ncerely yours in Ch.:ist , 

/ 
/ ' ·. 

B:.o:;h2r Paul French, F . S.C., 
President 
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With somber tread the Reaper walks; !! 
His scythe drags on the ground ; 
For nowhere , on thia campus, is 1 
A life-form to be foundl I 
One final time the Reaper tries 
To start some spark of life; i 

I 
The final flame is struck, and now 
It's time to plunge the knife! 

0 Lewis men, your campus fen, 
Is dead as it c~ be; I 
And to the shade it looks just 
A silent cemetery! 

like~ 

' The Reaper's done whate'er he could j 
To strike a mighty tlow, · 
But due to your neglect, he finds, 
This time you've laid him lowt 

0, can it be , you soon will hear, 
A bell without a sound? 
It tolls the passing of the shade; f 

Who seeks more fertile gro\D'ldt 

A final "t-Tord to end his stay, 
A proper epitaph; 
The Reaper just has this to say 
He ' ll neither cry nor laugh: 

"0 Pharisees, do not ignore 
i{y final deposition ; 
Let not this mockery occur, 
This kangaroo inquisition! ; 

nA guiding flame is being put out, 
The word is being stilled, 
A chapter ' s being ripped apart , 

A prophet ' s being killed!" 

And t husly spake the Reaper 
As he leaves, he neither waves 
Nor tids farewell to those that 
Yet lie dormant in their graves!! 

T 0 \{ H 0 l1 I T N A Y CONCERN -
(the following letter was received 
by the Reaper concerning the "firing" 
of Father Pock.) 

ATTENTION : Students of Lewis College: 

Before you jump to conclusions about 
our ousting your Beloved Chaplain, 
remember this: we are thinking of 
your own good, not about our own 
pocketbook. 

tole ask you for your good -60 disregard 
your present chaplain's disgusting 
interest in you. He has sought you 
out where you live, and eat, and drink, 
to counsel you, befriend you, and 
better you. He has obviously refuted 
our better methods of communicating 
with you, dear students • 

1.-Je ask you to disregard his efforts 
in educating you in your faith and 
humanity . \lle respect your intelli­
gence . You must lmow that f ormal 
ctassroom education is the onlyway 
to educate. Your present chaplain 
is not qualified to handle our dust­
less chalk. He refuses to play the 
game. This will not do.--don ' t you 
agree?? 

(continued on page three •••• ) 

I am the Lord thy God . . . 
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1HAT 11S WRONG WITH LEWIS COLIEGE"r 
on how you define your terms.) 

(It all depends WAILINGS FROM THE CRYPT 

\.Je feel that the basic reason for the lack of 
communication between students and administra­
tors at Lewis College forms the major problem 
-6f the school. . For example, we wi 11 present def ­
initions of key terms as viewed by the students 
and administrators. 

0, lewis you are not wort 
screeming at. For over 
a month the Reaper had ar 
vised you to throw away 
the shack~es of indiffer­
ence which bind you. In 
the last issue the Reape· 
I suggested that another 
meeting be held between 

Administration Students the students, adm'i.nistra-
1. Lewis College-Lewis 1. Lewis College-is a tors, and faculty membert 
College is an tnstitu- place to educate and to resolve your problems . 
tion formed for the ad- develope oneself in You ignored him. A toker 
vancement of formal ed- every mode of life. shouting conference sat-
ucation. A system has All educationiis not isfied you. 0 lewis, yo1 
been developed to meet found in a classroom. are too dead for even 
thts need . Any deviation Individual personalitiesthe Reaper. Unless some 
i.n this system, must have something to do signs of activity a:~>e mac 
beeliminated for the greatwith life and ave not manifest,the Reaper will 
er glory and good of a formed in a test-tube. not maskehis breath upon 
true liberal education. 2. Student-A fellow· the stale land of the 

human being who, like dead. j 
2. Student- A form of 
ing .iust above plant 

be- you, is attempting to Administrators demand th& 

·.nd animal life. If at 
all possible our liberal 
educational system will 
mold it into the respn­
sible adult who can say 
11yes" to any situation. 

develope himself into students offer problems 
a man. As a fellow and solutions to these 
human being, he also problems. What are you 
responds ato light, being paid for if you ex· 
heat, cold and insults pect students to present 
to his humanity. At all the solutions to the 
Lewis he practices problems of lewis. fW 
these responses often. setting up this require-

J. Faculty Member- A part J. Faculty Member- A ment, the administration 
of the liberal educa- person who is sac- quite niftily can over-
tional system by which rificing greater finan- look student opinions 
the degenerate student cial gain for the pur- 1-Thich seem unimportant 
possibly can be taught pose of helping one to the administrators . 
to conform to the stan- develope at college. The administration is 
dards of academe. One Unfortunately, his man- -g.udge, jury and prosecute 
of his more important hood also is tested by for all. ::'vtudents:' You ar 
activities consists is the insults of the lib- no better , for you allow 
in meeting the time sched eral educational sys- the school to make fools 
ule of the IBM Machine. tem. of you. If something is 
4. A Student Activity- 4. A Student Activity- not done to change this 
An organization composed An organization of stu- attitude within you, all 
of students-by which the dents formed for the the ranting and raving of 
needs of the administra- purposes deemed neces- the Reaper wil l do you nc 
tio..u, are met sary by the Administra- good. 0 Lewis Student, 
A UiP~?~- A'certificate tion. act, don't cryp for b~ma 
symbo-l 1- '.?.,_ng -t;;he ·success- 5 A Diploma-A certi- · t f - d t· ""' 1 .L , . f' t' •A- "' n • man s or no man, an ur: 
1. u_ ,.,o _ · -,_ n :_>; 0 .•· · ne ·' ·.:s - ~c fi cate symbolizing one 1 s1· s runn· nr::r ut. 
·i ,r.,., <"t·,c' ent 1 nto t '·1 " 1 ~, nd l o 0 
• - ",: • ._, L • • ' ·- - • : • • _ ~, · - ability to endure t he 

.... -<-' .,., •• n t•---. coller-re f' ,-, . ...,1'=' 
V -'- ., - - -- : 1 ~ • "' ~--- ~ trials and tribulations 
1. s n o:rthy of such :.ln established by the lib-
.a:J;-T2.r-0 • eral educational system. 
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TO HH011 IT HAY CONCERN 
(continued from page one) 

Disregard , dear students . your 
present chaplain's wisdom, for 
it is surely false . He has 
not barged into our sacred 
halls pretending to have 
the cure-all of our festered 
ills, as we would have, and 
do. Can not you see, 0 
students , that he is but a 
learner himself. He is ob­
viously half a man . 

We ask you to aisregard 
your full-time chaplain. 
He has too much time for 
you-- and not enough for 
us. He , thinking of your 
good , vrill give you a 
part-time chaplain who 
will be a educator to 
toot. Though your numbers 
are many, a part-t ime 
priest will do. And we 
promise that he will never 
be biased--though he may 
have you in his classes . 

Disregard FATHER POCK, 
Dear Students. l!Je have a 
better way. 

Your Beloved 
Administrat<ilrs 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Spiritus de Naximux Pimpus 
The Aplha and the Omega 
He who Blasphemes in the Night 
The Keeper of the Flame 
The Keeper of the Scythe 
The Hessanic Prophet 
The Eajestic Levithan 
The Spirit of the Great Kahuna 
and 
The Sin olfi Onan 

}Jothing fSlifore PowerfUl 
Than an idea 

\rJhose Ti me Has Come. 

--Victor Hugo 

A. 
B. 
c. 
D. 
E. 
F. 
G. 
H. 
I . 
J . 
K. 
L. 

'liTE HAVE CHOSEN BARRA BAS ! t I I I 

/The Grim Reaper's Demoli tion Derby I 

J':Ja tch Ccil.urnn I with Column II 

I 

Br. Vlilliam 
Father Pock 
iir. Thobe 
I•ir. La Placa 
Hr. HcKay 
Dr . Straa 
Hr. Howard 
Hr. Lamb 
Hr. i'1urray 
Hiss Roesch 
Nr. Kondratowicz 
Brother H. Philip 

II 

For doing his job so 
to~ell and being loved 
by the students 
For being a dove . 
For grot.ring a beard. 
For not grovring a 
beard 
For associating l-lith 
the students 
For to~earing a Russian 
hat 
For wearing com­
struction boots and 
a turtleneck st-reater 
For over- acting 
For riding in the 
front of the bus 
For initiating a 
good resident program 
For giving too many 
plus ( +) marks 

For returning 
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UNOFFICIAL 

The Reverend Donal d Pock 
1442 South Lombar·d Avenue 
Berwyn, Illinois 60402 

O~ar Fathet Pock: 

Apri 1 6, 1976 

In view of a ll circums t ances discussed over 
the phone a few days aqo, you know that canonically, for 
the time being you remain the pastor of Divine Savior Pari sh, 
Oovmers Grove. J\t the time I deem feasibl~. you '1ave agreed 
to Sl'~•mit your resignation. In the Meantime, canonically you 
have a sick leave of absence, you will be listed as in res idence 
at St. Patrick's Parish. Although I expect you to work full t i me 
as an associ ate pastor. The direetives for therapv wil l be 
observed by you accordinq to our conversation. 

Hishing you God's blessings, I remain 

Cordially yours in Chr i st, 

13ishop of Joliet 

RRB:kms 

I . . : "' - ~~ 1 56 
v "'-J ,_,. • 
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OFFICIAL 

The Reverend Donald Peck 
14t12 South Lombard Avenue 
Ber.-1yr., lliinois 60402 

Dear Fa tl,er Pock: 

The Rev. Donald Pock 

f,pr i 1 6, 1976 

.E&f~:;:ctive i rrnnetl i ataly, I hereLy assign you 
in residence at S~ . Patrick P(l.risJ·, .Joliet, Illinois. 
Kim!ly contact Fat.121 'i1keninq to tell IJim \·lhen he can 
expect you . 

'f-iitll bes., :shes , I rema i n 

Cordial ly you rs in Christ, 

Bishop of Joiiet 

RRB:kms 
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Reverend Donald Pock . 8 J;_·=./J i ~ 1 
~4 i 2 f5. ~~~xxx~~x l'..em:b&NL >;r a' t 6 

E - tl -
~~~~ 
~/,9 U/.. ?n~ 
,...~. ~. 6~_r36 

$450 . 00 per month beginning January 1976 

Charge: LAS #6 

(lfirst check dated January 20th , subsequent 
checks will be the first of each month) 

\ 
I 
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Manteno, Ill . 

February 25 , 1978 

Most Rev . Romeo Blanchette , D.D . 

425 Summit St . 

Joliet , Ill . 

Bishop Blanchette, 

St . Joseph's Church in Manteno has truly been blessed 

since you sent us Father Donald Pock . As you are probably 

aware , we have had many problems here . Our church is in 

need of extensive repair and the spirit of our people has 

been sluggish and passive over the past several yearso 

Finally, we feel that God has sent us a priest who is 

vibrant and capable of bringing us up to date on changes 

in the liturgy. These past nine months the people here 

have been happy to attend church and to be involved in 

the church, where before , many did not even make the effort 

to attend weekly Nass. Father Pock spreads a contagious 

enthusiasm to be brothers in Christ and to live our faith . 

For example , at our Christmas Eva Mass , Father explained 

to all the young children that it was Jesus ' birthday and 

he asked them how they celebrated t heir birthdays . As a 

result, the whole congregation sang 'Happy Birthday' to 

Jesus and then~ following Mass , cake and punch was served 

in the Church hall o It made Christmas wore meaningful for 

so many t I ' m sure it left a lasting impression on the minds 

of all the little ones. 
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Your Holiness , I am sure that you and I are both aware 

that wherever there is a l arge group of people , a church 

for instance , there is usual ly a minority who find fault 

where there is none • These people are the nit pickers 

who watch the ae tions of others with a hawk eye . It is 

no different in our parish than I am sure it is in many o 

My only hope is that you would not judge us by a few . 

I feel that t represent the majority of our parish when I 

tell you how pleased 'tve are to finally have a priest with 

enough energy to get some work dona here in Manteno! 

Thank you for helping to make our parish a family again! 

Respectfully, 

r .. -. r: 1 ~, ~ 
_; \ ) 'lJ t · 4 
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Guest House 
Lake Orion, Michigan 

GUEST HOUSE, INC. 

January 1, 1979 

CREDENTIALS 

Guest House 
Rochester, Minnesota 

Guest House, Inc., is a lay owned , lay operated Michigan nonprofit corpora­
tion chartered in 1954 , which, with the approbation of the American Catholic 
Hierarchy, operates special residential treatment facilities for alcoholic 
Catholic priests and brothers from all over the world. Corporation policy is 
established and operations are monitored by a Board of Directors composed of 
outstanding business and professional people from representative geographic 
areas of the United States. Management and therapy staff are all highly 
qualified experts in their fields . Financial operations are audited annually 
by Price Waterhouse. 

Guest House, Lake Orion, Michigan was opened in May , 1956 . Guest House Roch­
ester, Minnesota was opened in June, 1969. Over a _period of 23 years the two 
Guest Houses have admitted nearly 2,000 cler gy patients. A 1974 independent 
followup study conducted by the eminent Jesuit sociologist , Joseph H. Fichter , 
Ph.D., and his staff , confirmed that 89% of the men admitted between the years 
1956-1974 had substantially benefited from treatment. This study has been pub­
lished and excerpts are available upon request. Subsequent surveys indicate 
that this high success rate continues to prevail. 

In 1974 both the states of Michigan and Minnesota mandated licensing of all 
alcoholism treatment programs, including those in general hospitals . The two 
Guest Houses were among the fi r st l icensed in their respective states; meeting 
or exceeding all the requirements. Both facilities have passed annual license 
review inspections, and each one currently has the full standard license to 
operate. 

On January 17, 1975, the two Guest House programs were among the first ten 
alcoholism programs in the United States to be awarded the full two-year accre­
ditation by the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Hospitals , Chicago, Ill. 
Both Guest House programs were cited as models for residential alcohol ism 
treatment programs. As a result. numerous alcoholism programs have sought 
Guest House consultation as they prepared to meet J.C.A.H. standards. Both 
pr ograms continue to be fully J.C.A.H. accredited. 

Overall management of the corporation and its facilities is in the hands of an 
Executive Director (responsible to the Board of Directors) who has had over 25 
years of successful therapy and management experience in the alcoholism field. 
Therapy programs at both facilities are coordinated by a M.D. Clinical Director 
who is recognized as one of the outstanding medical authorities on alcoholism 
in the world today. Operations at each facility are directed by an experienced 
manager who is also a certified counselor on alcoholism. Therapy teams at each 
facility are composed of a physician, registered nurse, clinical psychologist , 
consulting psychiatrist and certified counselors on alcoholism. Other special ty 
resources in the nearby community are avai lable for referral as needed. The 
therapy programs a re monitored periodically by a therapy committee from the 
Board of Directors . 
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Guest House, Inc., Credentials (Cont'd) 

Guest House contracts with the various individual Dioceses and Religious 
Orders to provide specialized service for their alcoholic priests and 
brothers. Individuals referred by their Diocese or Order are admitted to 
either House on the basis of available room and in the order of sequence 

2. 

in which the application for admission was made. The length of treatment 
varies according to the individual's degree of impairment and his response 
to therapy. The current average is about 90 days. At completion of treat­
ment, 98% of all patients return to active ministry in their own Diocese or 
Religious Order. 

Invoices for services (including room, board, evaluation and therapy) are 
submitted monthly, directly to the Diocese or Religious Order. Remittance 
is expected within ten days from the date of billing. Properly documented 
claim forms accompany the invoices so that the Diocese or Order may apply · 
for reimbursement from their group health insurance carrier. Guest House 
finds it impossible to deal directly with the several hundred insurance car­
riers which underwrite health care for the numerous Dioceses and Religious 
Orders we provide services for. The overhead expense and delays involved in 
such an effort would so curtail our cash flow that we would soon be in finan­
cial jeopardy. 

In recent years, more and more insurance companies (both private carriers and 
Blue Cross Plans) are recognizing alcoholism as a legitimate illness and are 
broadening their coverage to include proper care and treatment in approved 
facilities other than general hospitals. A rapidly growing number of Guest 
House clients (Dioceses and Religious Orders) are receiving reimbursement from 
their group insurance carrier for a substantial portion of the cost of care and 
treatment at Guest House. Should your insurance company refuse consideration, 
we would be glad to furnish you a list of the companies who will . 

More specific details of Guest House operations and/or therapy are available 
upon request. 

AJB/hd 
Arthur J. Baker, CAC 
Executive Director 
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June 21, 1991 

CONFIDENTIAL 

M E M 0 R A N D U M 

TO: Bishop Joseph Imesch 

FROM: Bishop Roger Kaffer 

RE: Father Donald Pock 

honed to make an appointment fo~ next 
wee concerns about Don Pock. I urged him 
to come immadlately, because of my schedule next week. Be 
did. It vas with great difficulty and hesitancy that he 
came, but he said he came because of his love for Don. I 
reassured him several times that he did the ~ight thing in 
coming. 

Be, the tvo nuns and one --- ? , a 
professional counselor, who says yo~orked with her 
husband, met to discuss Don's inappropriate behavior. 
They are all convinced that he is either on alcohol or 
drugs, and the professional is recommending an 
intervention. 

The principal, who has known Don for four years, 
has noticed quite a change in his behavior. The most 
recent trig~ was Don•s behavior last week when a 
classmate of llll's from out of tovn vas here. Don came 
to the kitchen to get somathing to eat (- said he eats 
compulstvely), and obviously was inebriat~by something. 
Be was very complimentary, giggling, and literally 
bouncing off the wall. Apparently he was staggering and 
bumping into valls. 

The next day lllllbid confront Don, but Don said it 
is due to rhumatic~r that he had as a child, and 
absolutely denied that he is drinking again. Be also did 
indicate that he had taken some medicine the doctor had 
given him when his mother was so ill. llllllalso wonders 
whether Don has ever grieved over his mother's death. I 
believe also said that Don had phoned the principal 
late at night, was giddy and obviously on something. 

llllllllllllsaid Don also doesn't seem to know vhat he is 
~ass at times, has long, long pauses, when he 

apparently doesn't know what is next or where he is or 
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Memo r e : Fat he r Donald Pock -2- June 21, 1991 

what is g o ing on. He also comes a t the l a s t mi nute , and 
o thers have al ways c overed up f or hi m. lllllluaed to l oo k 
out the window t o see whether o r not Don was going to the 
6 : 30 1'1ass a nd would c over for him if he didn' t. He has 
now d e c i ded that if Don doesn ' t g o , they will have a 
communion ser vice , that h i s o wn behavior is becoming 
co-addictive . 

said t ha t t he secre tar y' s husband and 
alcoholics , a nd s he is very clever at 

Apparent ty ne i ther the secre t ary no r 
a ther we 

protecting Don . 
Father Bi ll Sl i kas 
place . 

are awace of the me e ting that took 

111111111 the professional, evident ly pushed for a n 
interve~ said she would be pa r t o f i t, but her fee 
would be $800 . 00 ($400 . 00 if the d i ocese is not covere d 
for this). She would also be very will i ng to t a lk t o me 
and fill me in . She is a recovering alcoholic hersel f . 

I told iiiii i would not call her, and we also woul d 
not use hec for an intervention . I said we had had 
enough experience in confronting these situations t ha t we 
don ' t need to pay $800 . 00 for such service . I t oldiiiii i 
would call Joe Burns and discuss this with yo u, but I was 
not s ure I would be able to get to you be f ore Wednesday 
mor ning. 

We did set a tentative date f or - r t he two nuns 
and myself to rne et ~ house abou t Jul y 30 t h , to d iscuss 
a n interv e ntion. lllll does not thi n k it is of immed iate 
u rgency . I told him I would also contact Guest Bouse . 

My own evaluation is tha t Don pcoba bl y i s d r i nking 
a gai n . But - gave me p recious litt le by wa y o £ 
s peci fie a nd con c r ete exampl es o t her tha n wha t I have 
already mentioned. I would also suspect that ~ 
has alar:med - and I • m not s o sur e t hat we need~ 
her ass i sta nce in th i s matter . 

s f eeling very gllilty l est his coming to see 
me woul mean Don doe s not go on hi s sabbatical. 
Bowever , lllllllll f eel s he should be in a longer tre atment 
center ~t House, where thinks he has been 
t wice bef o r e . I was only aware of once . - thought it 
was about a six-week program. I told him it wa a f o ur 
months , and if there waa something other than alcoho l , 
Guest Bouse would be sma rt e no ugh to catch it and refer it 
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Memo re: Father Donald Pock -3- June 21, 1991 

to someone else if needed. 

I assured - that he was doing a kindness to Don, 
and had to reassure him several times. I suggested 
allowing him to continue drinking is like allowing him to 
play with a loaded gun or point it at his head. 
Alcohol ism is a terminal disease if it is not stopped. 
He seemed reassur:ed about that. And if Don should lose 
his sabbatical, he may gain his life. 

Bishop Roger Kaffer 

RLK:bjd 
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9/9/92 
10:25 p.m. 

Dear- Bishop: 

Father- Donald Pock called to notify you of r-ecent 
happenings at St. Peter- the Apostle Par-ish. On Satur-day 
mor-ning, September- 5th, two gir-ls, sister-s, one 
pr-e-schooler- and one in second gr-ade, who were playing on 
the par-ish playground were approached by a man in a car. 
Attempts wer-e made to entice one of them. The older- gir-l 
kicked the guy and ran into the church to tell her 
mother, who is one of the church organists. The 
following facts are for your information, and the 
following letter- is being sent to parents of the 
Religious Education Program and school and is being 
pr-inted in the bulletin: 

1) There was no molestation. 

2 ) The police have a description of the 
alleged offender and assur-es us at this time 
that the case does not match any particular-s 
within the area of Itasca. 

3) The case is being actively investigated by the 
Itasca Police Depar-tment . 

4) The Itasca Pol ice Depar-tment has begun extra 
surveillance of all areas which would be 
conducive to that kinds of behavior. The 
areas include: all schoolgrounds, par-ks, etc. 
These areas ar-e being watched very carefully. 

5) Our staff and faculty both have been 
thoroughly briefed to pay particular att ention 
to suspicious persons or vehicles on our­
church and school proper- ty. 

6) Police Chief McDonald has assured us that we 
will be immediately notified regar-ding any 
updated information . 

7) Any further questions 
answe red by calling 
Department. 

or inquiries 
the Itasca 

will be 
Police 

The Principal and 
Education Coor-dinators . 

Religious 

p.s. Father Pock called a meeting of the School Board 
after this occurred and they ·advised him that the 
parents should be made aware of the situation. 
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Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch, D.D. 
The Chancery 
425 Summit Avenue 
Joliet, IL 60435 

Dear Bishop lmesch: 

22 February, 2002 
Chair ofPeter 

Recent news surrounding Boston's bandling of sexual abuse cases leads me to 
write you an awkward and painful letter, but one I feel compelled to write. 

In 1969, mid-September, I was sexually assaulted by Rev. Donald Pock, then 
pastor ofDivine Savior in Downers Grove. In late November of 1975, after a series of 
attempts to get action (unbeknownst to me), but eventually because of letters written to 
the Apostolic Delegate, Bishop Blanchette set-up a meeting to confront the issue. 
Because he was ill at the time, Bishop Vonesh conducted the meeting on a Sunday 
afternoon where Fr. Pock was confronted by three persons, two of them his accusers, one 
oftheseme. 

The whole concern at that time was framed as a drinking problem, and I and my 
fellow-accuser {there were others who did not appear) urged Fr. Pock into chemical 
dependency treatment. I have no idea what happened. In fact, however, we were all in 
our minority at the time of our sexual abuse, and the matter, therefore, seems to me upon 
reflection to have been beyond a chemical dependency difficulty, and more a matter of 
ephebophilia. 

I am writing you now because I have become aware that Fr. Pock is a pastor in 
good standing. He may have bad a sterling re(;ord this last quarter century. I certainly 
hope and pray that is the case. Nonetheless, I wish to alert you that one of your priests 
has a past history you may not know, or that may have been misread or misunderstood. 
This may be leaving the Diocese vulnerable. 

I was a seminarian for Joliet at the time of the incident. 

many, many years 
of good spiritual direction, psychological personal struggle to come to 
terms with ordained ministry, diocesan ministry and my own sexuality because of this 
incident. I would hate for the Diocese of Joliet to be at risk, or for another to suffer. or 
have suffered, because of a misread of past history. 

FEB 2 6 2002 



425 Summtt St. 
Joliet. IllinOis 60435 815-722-6606 

Fa>< 81 5-722·6602 
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PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL 

Reverend Donald Pock 
St. Peter Church 
524 N. Rush Street 
Itasca, IL 60143-1637 

Dear Don, 

I just wish to confirm in writing my telephone call of today that I had placed you on 
Administrative Leave, effective immediately, unless and until the allegations are satisfactorily 
resolved. 

It is my understanding this means that you cannot minister publicly while on 
Administrative Leave. You certainly may say Mass privately without a congregation. 

Be assured of my prayers for and with you. I reiterate my regret at having had to do 
this by phone so quickly, but I think you tmderstand the reasons. You are very much in my 
prayers and have been and will continue to be. Please keep me and us in yours. 

With cordial personal regards, and with a plea and a promise of continued mutual 
prayers always, I remain 

RLK:bjd 

cc: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart, 

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
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Cardinal Roger Mahon ey 
Los Angeles, California 

On: 07.13.02 
re: 'malicious discharge' 

000492 

(related to sexual misconduct in the roman church) 

Dear Cardinal Roger Mahoney: 

Prairie State Legal Aid gave me some suggestions for the pursuit of a 
legal issue and they mentioned a variety of methods to employ before I would 
be forced to find the resources in order to hire someone such as the well­
known Los Angeles attorney Nimmer or perhaps the Minneapolis attorney, 
J effrey Anderson, mentioned in a recent article a bout Orange County church 
affairs. 

This concerns potential 'wrongful discharge' or 'malicious termination' 
from my music jpb at Diocese of Joliet, St Peter church of Itasca, IL Ex-Pastor 
Don Pock hired me one year ago, gave me a written contract for one year, 
stipulated that salary increases would be given, and made an oral agreement 
with me tha t I would not seek other church-employment for 5 years, that I 
would remain at St Peter church of Itasca for 5 years and he would grant me 
regular pay increases to tum things around and create better music at his 
church. The Diocese of Joliet p rovided my wages per contract through the end 
of June/2002. Their organizational-name was printed on the check Now they 
deny being involved in any way with their local church's paymen ts to me. On 
April 25th, I received a termination letter in the mail from the pastor. On April 
26th the pastor left for a 'vacation' in Los Angeles. Two weeks after the pastor 
left for his alleged <vacation', the Bish Imesh from Jolie t came to tell th.,t 
congn~gation th a t the p <;!.S or Wa§ re~oved permanent!~ from the job due to 
~leged sex Lssu es, and h ad adJnitted to fh~ a.Ilegea o fenses. I believe that for 
some unknown reason, some of the local staff prevailed upon the ex-pastor 
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QJJ-493 
when he already knew his own job would soon be terminated, and caused the 
ex-pastor to unilaterally break our prior agreement and terminate my contract 
for unknown reasons. 

I have already sent a blunt and direct letter to the former pastor of the 
church regarding the unexpected termination of a 5 year contract which he 
created. I sent a copy of the same to the local bish. The local bish finally 
replied and stated that I had to file a request with the local church and go 
through local church-channels because it wasn't his job to deal with these 
problems. He also said he wasn't familiar with the protocal of filing a local 
complaint. I guess he must have been sitting in his ivory tower too long to 
understand how things work even on his own tutft 

The comments of that bish are ridiculous! That local Joliet Bish Imesh 
seems to have forgotten that the pastor in charge of hiring me in the first place 
S\;ldclenly4ost his Glwn job due to his own s_e.<rual pr:oblems w.hich eat:lsea him to 
be unable t6 pr-ovide clin~etions for ·ofuers at this loeatien. For such a pastor to 
then decide at the last minute to also fire other staff is unfortunate; however 
the people left in place with the organization now have to deal with the 
consequences of this ex-pastor's petulant actions. And if someone wishes to 
aspire to the job of bish, then that individual must now deal with the fallout of 
bad decisions made by individuals they as bishop placed in various church­
locations. 

As the hired music director of this unfortunate church, it was not my job 
to be concerned about the sexual issues of the pastor. I was responsible for 
training the locals, preparing the music, directing the choirs and performance 
of liturgical music on a regular basis for the prior year. I performed those 
duties well, according to the now ex-pastor, and received regular praise from 
the pulpit because of the high caliber of music provided. 

I have sent clear memos regarding the liability incurred by the local 
church for the remaining years of payment due per that ex-pastor's contract 
created with me when he chose to hire me. I expect to receive payment of the 
remaining $28,000/yearly amount due for the remaining four years of the 
contract as I was fully prepared to honor the agreement for the remaining years 
regardless of who was placed into the vacancy as new pastor and/ or 
administrator. From articles I have read, I know that you as an administrator 
know about the process of RICO being used to get the roman church to sit up 
and pay attention to past abuses in Orange County. If that is what it takes to 
get the attention of a particular administration, then I guess it is a worthwhile 
tool. Since I have not been able to get the local bish and/ or the St Peter 
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church to pay attention to their legal problem, an obvious tactic was to write to 
someone in a position of authority in the same organization, and inspire them 
to bring appropriate pressure on the recalcitrant crew I have to deal with in Du 
Page County, Illinois. I surely wouldn't wait for the local bish to do the right 
thing on his own. His le tter telling me that I didn't complain through the 
proper channels and jump through hoops in the correct order made that 
abundantly clear that he had no inkling of how to take corrective action. 

It aggravates me to no end that I would have to deal with the malicious 
termination from such a church and ®1- np oNat:fine a sG>U>Fee or ad'ditianaJ 
m_0pe,y t0· pay-•someon~ as attem:neyi:T~ffrey"'Antfters~n, ~F attormfy-tfsift¥imer 
simply in order to get the organization to act Justly toward a former.- employee! 

Thank you for taking the time to put appropriate pressure on the locals 
to do the right thing and provide the buy-out check for the remainder of the 
contract as due. If you are unable to reach theLQ, then I would appreciate your 
making payment for.: aU kgal fees required in otder to pay foF a fine•aft!erney 
sucn as Mr JpJfr:ey Anderson 'Or. MrWlmmer. I certainly can't afford to pay for 
the a ttorney fees myself. After a ll, I am the former church employee who has 
been maliciously terminated and who must now insist on the ju st payment of 
those remaining salary amounts for the unserved four years of th e contract. 
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NEWS RELEASE 

May 5, 2002 Contact: Sister Judith Davies, OSF 
815-722-6606, Ext. 216 

between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. today 

JOLIET DIOCESE REMOVES FOUR PRIESTS 

419 

.J ~ 

00 0495 

The Diocese of Joliet has removed four priests from public ministry because of prior 
allegations of sexual misconduct. The actions are the recommendations of the Diocesan 
Review Committee. 

Two of the priests removed are pastors at parishes in the Joliet Diocese. They are Father 
Donald Pock of St. Peter's in Itasca, and Father John F. Barrett of Mary Queen of Heaven 
in Elmhurst. Father Pock has been placed on administrative leave. Father Barrett has 
been placed on temporary administrative leave pending review of the allegations. In both 
cases, the alleged misconduct occurred over 25 years ago. Parishioners were informed by 
Bishop Joseph Imesch and Auxiliary Bishop Roger Kaffer during Masses today. 

Two retired priests also have been restricted from publicly saying Mass. They are Father 
Lowell Fischer and Father Edward Poff. Father Fischer retired from active ministry in 
1993 and is chaplain for retired women religious at St. Francis Convent in Frankfort, Ill. , 
and bad been celebrating public Mass at the Convent on Sundays. Allegations against 
him involve incidents reported to have occurred more than 25 years ago. 

In 1975, Father Fisher requested and was granted a leave of absence from the Joliet 
Diocese and moved to Honolulu. He returned to the Joliet Diocese in 1993 to serve as 
chaplain at the St. Francis Convent. 

Father Edward Poff retired in June 2001 and has since been assisting with Mass at 
parishes in the Joliet diocese, in particular St. Patrick's in Joliet. An allegation was made 
against Father Poff in 1994, the same year it was alleged to have occurred. He was 
removed from parish ministry, received therapy and was placed in restricted ministry at 
St. Mary's Hospital in Kankakee where he served until 200 1. 

This week's actions are part of the diocese's ongoing commitment to protect children, put 
victims first and do everything possible to end the tragedy of sexual misconduct in the 
Church, according to Bishop Joseph Imesch. 

"The Diocese and our Diocesan Review Committee are serious about this issue," Bishop 
Imesch said. "We encourage anyone with information about child sexual abuse involving 
priests to come forward." 

### 
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GGO S:Lil 

June 7, 2002 

PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL 

D 

I just wanted to be sure that you were aware that Don Pock was removed as pastor 
of St. Peter the Apostle in Itasca on April 26, 2002, and is no longer able to minister 
publicly. 

I want to thank you for your concern and for contacting us. 

I continue to admire you and to pray for you. Please pray for me. Ifi can help you 
in any way at anytime, don't hesitate to let me know. 

With cordial personal regards, and with a plea and a promise of continued mutual 
prayers always, I remain 

RLK:bjd 

be: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop James E. Fitzgerald 
Sr. Judith Davies, O.S.F. 
Mr. James C. Byrne 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart, 

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
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Reverend Donald Pock 
2130 Hassell Road, #203 
Hoffman Estates, IL 60195 

Dear Don, 

GJ0506 

June 27, 2002 

How are you? I am sure under the present circumstances you are experiencing a 
variety of feelings. 

As the successor of Bishop Roger Kaffer as Vicar for Clergy, I will do my best to 
be of assistance to you in whatever way I am able. 

I have enclosed information about the St. Luke Institute and their phone number. 

I strongly encourage you to pray and think about whether this program would be 
beneficial to you. 

If your decision is affirmative, please let me know so we can arrange for your 
room, board and other costs. 

I ask for your prayers and give you mine. 

JEF:bjd 

Enclosure 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend James E. Fitzgerald 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
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16 June 2002 
Most Rev. Roger L Kaffer, D.D. 
The Chancery 
425 Summit Ave. 
Joliet, IL 60435 

Dear Bishop Kaffer, 

Thank you for the courtesy of your letter. I had no expectation that the action you 
reported would be taken. 

Since we spoke in March 1 have pondered the concern you raised about counseling, and 
the implication that the Diocese of Joliet might feel obligated in justice to offer 
compensation for it. I made the point in our meeting that counseling was twice necessary 
and helpful for me years ago. Though neither you nor I seized the point, 1 am inclined 
now to make a request. 

you testnnony otte~rert 
~aua::. meeting, you might appreciate the fact that the cost to these Churches at those 
times in my life was related to the incident in 1969. Therefore, I am writing to ask if the 
Diocese of Joliet would consider a request. 

with $3,500 and 
~"-I.J'~IU)"';:l relative to 

for my 
numbers are 

rough. What these Churches have given me, however, is priceless. I would suggest that 
compensating them for their costs might be a just act for Joliet. Without their generosity I 
would be quite crippled and confused today. 

Thank you for your visit and apology. I appreciate your and Bishop Imesch's 
consideration of this request. 



FR. POCK SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 433 
Rodactod Apnl 2013 - 4/B/13 

Released April2014 

G00509 

July 1, 2002 

PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL 

TO: Guy Sell 

FROM: Bishop Roger L. Kaffer 

RE: Two Checks 

I need two checks: one made out to m 
the amount of $4,000, and another made out in the amount 
of $3,500. Please send the checks to me and I will forward them on. 
~ills that were paid many years ago by 
~ankyou. 

Bishop Roger L . Kaffer 

RLK:bjd 
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Though only moderately aware of it then. I realize fully today 
in response to the after-effects of my having been sexually assaulted by a priest of the 
Diocese of Joliet in September 1969. The recent national attention to the issue of sexual 
misconduct led me to contact the Diocese of Joliet. I have been in discussion with 
Auxiliary Bishop Roger L. Kafter about it. 

~ offered me critical 
~eassault. 

I would be quite crippled and confused today. 

In light I asked Bishop Kaffer ifthe Diocese ofJoliet would 
consider for the incurred expenses. Most kindly, the Diocese has 
obliged. Enclosed please a check for $3,500, a very rough calculation of. 
- expenses. I am deeply grateful for Bishop Kaffer's support and for Joliet's 
great goodness in making this reimbursement possible. 

-
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6 August 2002 

Dear 

A priest of the Diocese of Joliet sexually assaulted me in September 1969. The recent 
national attention to the issue of sexual misconduct led me to contact the Diocese of Joliet 
about it. I have been in discussion with Auxiliary Bishop Roger L. Ka:ffer. 

offered me patient and critical support between 1992 and 1995 because 
of sexual boundaries violations I bad committed. This unprofessional conduct was related 
to the assault. At that time funded my meeting with psychologi­

for two years of professional supervision. It also invested in 
psychological consultation for the person who came forward to 

I asked Bishop Kaffer iftbe Diocese of Joliet would consider 
- for the expenses incurred. Most kindly Joliet has obJ.IQed. 

find a check for $4,000, a very rough calculation 
deeply grateful for Bishop Kaffer's support and for Joliet's great"'"' '"""''"' 
continued healing and making this reimbursement possible. 

for its support. I remain deeply grieved by my 

Sincerely, 
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POCK, DON 

February 26, 2002. Bishop Imesch shared with me 
letter dated February 22, 2002, addressed to · 
and find out what happened. I told him I 
to him in person, since I was going to 
annual visit to our seminarians. I 
about 9:00 p.m. on February 28th 

February 28, 2002. I met at St. John Vianney Seminary 
and decided to talk , where we could talk confidentially. I asked-
what had happened. He told me as a college seminarian at St. Charles 
Borromeo, he and several other seminarians used to go to Divine Savior 
Rectory in Downers Grove, where Don Pock was the founding P~o 

help him out on weekends. Don sometimes offered them }jquor .-Jlad 
declined, but one - did drink qujte a bit and became drunk. He said Don 
also was said that two seminarians came into the living room, 
and both Don and were naked. ~as asleep or unconscious on lhe 
couch and Don was on top of him, wit~-s penis in~uth~· 
said he woke up briefly when Don put hts own penis in~ mouth, 
the~assed out again. Two older seminarians pulled Don off o 

I believe it was the next weekend that~aid Don told him: 
we did! " They never did discuss the incident, and apparently 
continued to help out at Divine Savior. 

· there were also some high school seminarians who sometimes 
went to help out on weekend, and I believe he said som~ng men ­
whether of college or high school age was not clear to - aid there 
was talk of Don invit~ students to strip and run naked through water 
from a hose spray, but~ever witnessed that. 

ars later when he was studying as a seminarian 
he was called by Bishop Vonesh 

~.,.,~~to come to a meeting in Bishop Vonesh's Office in Joliet. He said 
two brothers were also there, and one of them apparently had spoken to a 
priest at the University of Notre Dame, who told him to write Bishop 
Blanchette, and he allegedly did twice, but Bishop Banchette was sick and 
never responded to his letters. Then the young man wrote to the Apostolic 
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Delegate in Washington, who apparently contacted Jo 
the meeting with Bishop Vonesh was set up 

and that was why 
asked to come 

to it, and did. 

The names - gave me wer who had become a ' ' . . ~ 
Redemptorist priest, but who said nothing explicit, and his older brother, 

who was the one who spoke about his friends having been invited to 
strip and run naked through the water. 

~id not know the 
would now be about 4 7 

of either one. He 
45. I said I could 

but he was not listed in it. 

: k Victi • I apologize r such behavior, assured him that we had never 
heard anything about such behavior about Father Pock. I was aware that he 
had had a drinking problem, but had never heard of any other problem like 
this. I told him I would talk to Father Pock when l returned home. I 

f he felt he needed counseling for these past 

He likewise told me he had rehearsed how he would tell me the above story, 
with his dog, the night before we spoke. He was very apprehensive initially. 
I thanked him for his forthrightness, and also for writing to Bishop Imesch. 

March 12, 2002. Today was the fust I was not booked with ceremonies 
or appointments since I spoke so I invited Don Pock 
over to my house for lunch. I told me. 
Don denied any knowledge of any such behavior. had had 
drinking problem, but said he would never use "blackouts" as an excuse that 
He did not remember something. He said he was lrnown for never being 
seen without his cassock, and said something like having young men strip 
and run naked through a hose spray was so contrary to his style, And he said 
he had no recollection of anything like the alleged incident with 
and did not think that such an in~ident could be forgotten or blotted out 
memory if it had happened. 
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Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch, Bishop of Joliet 
Diocese of Joliet 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, lllinois 60435 

February 12, 2003 

Dear Bishop Imesch, 

000525 . ~ 

At the regular meeting of the Compassion In Action group of St. Peter the Apostle Church, 
Itasca, Illinois that was held on Wednesday, February 12, 2003, a member made a motion that 
was unanimously approved to direct me, to write this letter to you from the whole CIA group. 

Father Donald Pock is the former pastor of St. Peter the Apostle Church in Itasca, Illinois. 
Presently Father Pock is in retirement. Iromediate]y prior to this there was an allegation of abuse 
against Father Pock. 

The St. Peter the Apostle Church bulletin of Sunday, January 12, 2003 had your letter addressing, 
' 'The scandal of clerical sexual abuse of minors". On page 4, paragraph 2 of your letter it states 
the following: 

"In the case of false allegation, of which there have been six, the diocese reimburses the priest for 
any legal costs incurred., 

Our Compassion In Action (fonnally Faith In Action that your office started up in our parish) 
group would like to know whether Father Pock is one ofthe six (6) priests against whom charges 
of abuse were found to be false. If this is the case, we would like to sponsor a retirement party for 
Father Pock preceded by Father Pock celebrating a retirement Mass at St. Peter the Apostle 
Church for all the parish. 

If Father Pock is one of the priests against whom allegations have not been dropped. We will 
discuss with Father Pock his decisions as to a remembrance for Father Pock's many years of fine 
service to St. Peter the Apostle Parish. 

We request that your answer to this letter be in writing. 

f:EB 1 4 2003 

~. 
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February 25, 2003 

I received your recent letter regarding Father Donald Pock. For your 
information, Father Pock is not one of the six priests against whom false allegations 
were made. 

I am sure Father Pock appreciates your intentions, but I would imagine that he 
would not want any public recognition. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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May 22,2003 

Dear 

I received your recent letter and I want to offer you my sincere 
regrets about the abuse you experienced a number of years ago at the hands 
of Father Donald Pock, a priest of the Diocese of Joliet. I regret also that the 
matter was not handled more sensitively at the time. 

I have been in contact with Father Pock and told him of your 
request that he not attempt any further communication with your family. 
Father was surprised, because he said the only time he has been in contact 
with your family was to write a note of sympathy to your mother on the 
death of your father. He assured me that he will not be in contact with your 
family. He did say, however, that he would be very willing to meet with 
you, if you would wish to do so. 

I am certainly willing to provide financial assistance for 
counseling services for you. Regarding compensation for what you have 
endured these past years, I am not able to make such a dete.rmination. To 
do so, I would need to submit your case to our Diocesan Review Committee. 
In that event, it is possible that they would require more information and 
may request personal interviews. 

In response to your question regarding Father Pock's 
involvement with other individuals. I think confidentiality would require me 
not to provide such information. I do feel quite confident, however, in 
stating that, to my knowledge, there have been no victims since the incident 
you reported. Perhaps it would be better to say that no other persons have 
come fotward. 
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Finally, I can assure you that I certainly will do nothing to 
hinder . As know I am not in a position 
to have any particular influence . I cannot imagine 
that anything would happen to him because of his intercession on your 
behalf. 

I wish that! had known of this incident some time ago. 
Perhaps it would have been possible to al1eviate your pain and suffering. I 
certainly want to do whatever I can now to help you. 

I appreciate your writing to me and I can only imagine how 
difficult that was for you. Hopefully this beginning correspondence will be 
of some help to you. I assure you of my prayers on your behalf. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

cc-His Eminence Francis Cardinal 
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December 17, 2002 

Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I. 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Your Eminence, 

assiStance m grea 
compassionate wisdom you will accept my.,..,.,, ... ., ..... """' 
mend a deep and very painful wound. 

ouosa1 

am writing to seek your 
am hoping that through your 

to act as my advocate and help to 

I was born into a devoutly Roman Catholic family. My Grandmother taught me the power of 
the Rosary, my Mother the virtue of daily prayer and my Father modeled a life of piety and 
dedication to the church. My parents stretched their blue-collar budget to send their children 
to Catholic schools. As a result I prospered. I took my spirituality and my religion seriously, 
served as an altar boy and began to nurture my own vocation to the priesthood. 

As it happened however, it was the question of my vocation to the priesthood that brought me 
to the greatest tragedy of my life. At 16, I was at a crossroads on the question of devoting my 
life to the priesthood, and needed help. I turned to our pastor, Father Donald Pock, who had 
become my "spiritual advisor." Father Pock was quick to arrange an evening appointment for 
me to visit him, alone, in the rectory of Divine Savior Church. Soon after I arrived he insisted 
that I join him in a number of alcoholic drinks. He took the initiative to call my Mother to tell 
her that since his counseling session with me would run late, I would be spending the night at 
the rectory. As a naive adolescent I was at first encouraged to receive such exclusive attention 
from our family priest, until that attention turned to unanticipated horror, a night of sexual 
abuse. 

I am willing to share the painful details of the assault with you, but it is the aftermath that is 
most important. Father Pock made no attempt to apologize or even acknowledge his acti.qn. 
He left me not only violated, but also isolated, to face a truly disturbing and profoundly 
bewildering situation on my own. As you know, the crime of sexual assault leaves insidious 
effects on its victims. I am no exception. My personal shame has led to a life of self-doubt, 
marked by intense periods of self-loa thing and personal despair. The upheaval in my personal 
life, at the hands of my most trusted spiritual mentor, has continued to compromise my ability 
to trust and even to love. To this day I have difficulty accepting as benevolent the motivations 
of any authority figure without re-awaking the pain and betrayal of my youthful experience at 
the hands of our family priest. 
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Office of the Arch hi shop 

Dear 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

December 23, 2002 

OOOS33 

Post Office Box 1979 
Olicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

me your letter of December 17th during my recent 
conversation with him. Thank you for writing. It was good to hear from you, even 
though there is so much pain in what you wrote and in your life. 

I am pained myself to learn of the abuse you have suffered from a priest of the 
Church and the way in which what you had to say was so badly received. I'm sorry for 
the difficulties that have been visited upon you and those you love, and I will keep you 
daily in my prayers, especially during this Christmas season when we celebrate the Son 
of God taking on our human flesh. 

Three of the questions that you put to me in your letter I cannot answer, but I will 
ask for information from the Diocese of Joliet. 

You and your family are in my prayers; please keep me in yours. 

f:~~~h 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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Donald Pock 
2130 Hassell Road #203 
Hoffman Estates, IL 60195 

Dear Don, 

000534 

June 5, 2003 

Congratulations and prayerful best wishes on the 45th 
anniversary of your ordination on Saturday, June 7th. I certainly wish that 
you could celebrate this significant anniversary in the way that it should be 
celebrated, with the people recognizing your 45 years of ministerial service. 
It will not be possible, however, but I know that the Lord is aware of all the 
good you have accomplished in these 45 years. 

I am sure you will be privately celebrating your own Mass that 
day, but no Mass is private, when we think of the communion of all saints. 

I want to thank you for the ministry you carried on in this 
diocese for so many years. I have no doubt that you touched many people 
with your dedication and commitment. 

Please know that you will be in my prayers in a special way on 
your anniversary day. Please remember me as well. 

be-Bishop Roger Kaffer 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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Donald Pock 
213 0 Hassell Road, #203 
Hoffman Estates, IL 60195 

Dear Don, 

000553 

May 11,2004 

Sometime ago Brother Thomas Hetland sent me the attached 
copy of the Shield from Lewis University. I never realized you were such 
an incendiary figure! 

I hope you are doing well. Prayers and best wishes. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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December 17, 2002 

Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I. 
A rchdinrP_'\P. of C:hicagq 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II. 60690 

Yo u..r 'EJI'l.i.ne.n.ce, 

HUOS64 

I am writing to seek your 
. I am hoping that through your 

compassionate wisdom you will accept rny pe:rso.nat plea to act as my advocate and help to 
mend a deep and very painful wound. 

I was bom lnto a devoutly Roman Catholic family. My Grandmother taught me the power of 
the ~s~, my Mother the virtue of d~y prayer and my Father modeled a life of piety and 
dedic'tfio~ to the church. My parents stretched their blue-collar budget to send their children 
to Catholic schools. As a result I prospered. I took my spiritUality and my religion seriously, 
served as an altar boy and bega:!l to nurture my own vocation to the priesthood~ 

As it happened however, it was the question of my vocation to the pdesthood that brought me 
to tht:! greatest tragedy of my life. At 16, I WQ3 at a crossroads on the question of devoting my 
life to the priesthood, and needed help. I turned to our pastor, Father Donald Pock, who had 
become my "spiritual advisor." Father Pock was quick to arrange an evening appoinhnent for: 
me to visit him, alone, in the rectory of Divine Savior Church. Soon after I arrived he insisted 
that I join him in a number of alcoholic drinks. He took. the initiative to call my Mother to tell 
her that since his counseling session with me would run late, I would be spending th~ night at 
the rectory. As a naive adolescent I was at first encouraged to receive such exclusive attention 
from our famtly priest, UI1til thal alt~tion tur:ned to unanticipated horror, a night of $Axual 
abuse. 

I am willing to sha.re the painful details of the assault with you, bu.t it is the aftermath that is 
most important. Father Pock made no attempt to apologize or even acknowledge his adiqn.. 
He left me not only violated, but also isolated, to face a truly disturbing and profOundly 
bewildering situation on my own. As you know, the crime of sexual assault leaves insidious 
effects on its Victims. 1 am no exception. My persoiUll shame has led to a llie of ~elf-doubt 
marked by intense periods of self· loathing and personal despair. The upheaval in my personal 
life,. at the hands ot my most tru~ted spiritual mentor, has continued to compromise my ability 
to trust and even to love. To this day I have dtfficulty accepting as benevolent the motivatiol\S 
of any authority figure without re--awaking the pain and betrayal of my youthful experience at 
the hands of our fantily priest. 
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The damage .j,as intensified Bishop Vooesh was met with 
cynicism and further insult. and I met with Bishop Vo.nesh 
:sever ill times, until in desperation we turned to the Deleoute, Archbishop ]c:m J3dot. 
It was only because of Archbishop J adot that Bishop onesh finally began to act on the serious 
m'\tt<er o f te+.tinB Fathe.r Pock into some type of treatment program. However, even then the 
bishop seemed to do so reluctantly. Also disturbing were the several late night phone calls 
Bishop Vonesh made to our home. On more than one of these calLs his speech was slurred and 
erratic, givin~; u.s the impression that he may have been under the influence of alcohol. He 
made veiled threats and expressed his doubts, not about what had happened to me, but about 
whether there was any point in puzsu.in0 a .cesolutlon u1. the matter. The meet:in0s finally 
included a painful and humiliating interr~ga~on ~at Bishop Vonesh put me tlu:ough in front 
of Father Pock. In the words of my psychiatrist, BIShop Vonesh's crude respoT1:;e to our ~ 
solicitation constituted are-victimization, not only because of his behavior, but also due to the 
absence of any offer of apology or assistance from the church. No agent of the Catholic 
Church ever offered even an intimation of compassion or any common human kindness. 

It is through the great compa&;i.uu aitd ki.J.1.dness of 
been encouraged to bring our suffering directly to you, your am that in 
your authority and out of your compassion as a lel'\.oer of th~ C:hurch you will act as an 
advocate on our behalf and have us granted the following: 

1) A simple, but sincere apology~ -
2.) The assurance that 5teps will b~ock from attempting any further 

communication with our !a.tnily. 
3) Sufficient monetary assistance to pay for continued coW'ISeling services for myself, as ~ell 

:u. adequate compensation for the years of pain, suffering and compromised opporh.lruty 1 
have endured. 

individuals Father Pock has victimized. 

Finally, I need to cJnfess that perhaps the gravest impact of this mi~fortune continues ~o fall on 
my own two innocent children. Without some reme.dy and resolution fro.m ~e c;atholic 
Church, as their father I can not in good conscience introduce them to an_ mstituho~ t~at has 
exploitP.d me and has thus far rejected my ~ttempts to heal our s~ared ~agedy. :nus 1S not out 
of some misguided spite; but out of a genwne concern for my children s w711 b.e~g- I 
desperately hope for the clarity of mind that will lead to our eventual reuruon w1th the church 
of my birth. 

U\ai\k you for taking the time to consider my p lea. I humbly beg your pardon for any 
irreverence or offense that may be taken from my words. 

I wish you peace and the grace of the Holy Spirit. 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF DUPAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 000584 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT- CHANCERY DMSION 

- self and all others 
similarly situated, 

2006CH000351 FILED 
Feb 28 2006 - 10:27 AM 

Status Date : 08127/08 

JURY J/ #,. 
Assigned To : PIS\\Itiffs, ... ~ ~ -...... ....... <.~~ 

VS. 

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Joliet, Inc., a Trust, 
Bishop Imesch as Trustee for The Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Joliet, Inc 

Defendant 

CLASS ACTION COl'dPLAINT 

CLERI< OF THE 
18TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

DU PAGE COUNTY ILLINOIS 

NOW COMES the Plaintiff, individually and on behalf of all others similarly situated, by and 

through his attorneys, JEFF ANDERSON & ASSOCIATES and KERNS, PITROF, FROST & 

PEARLMAN, L.L.C. , to obtain declaratory and injunctive relief against Defendant, states as 

follows: 

INTRODUCTION 

L This Complaint seeks declaratory judgment and injunctive relief against the 

Diocese of Joliet. The Diocese of Joliet has established a policy of harboring and protecting 

suspected child molesting agents, thereby endangering numerous children in illinois. The 

Diocese has information about a number of suspected child molesting agents that it bas never 

disclosed to law enforcement or the public at large, thereby causing children such as Plaintiff ro 

be harmed. Further, on information and belief, the Dioces'e bas a policy and practice of 

I 00030989.DOC} 1 
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document destruction. This declaratory relief and injunction action seeks to have the Diocese 

tum over all documents regarding the molestation of children by its agents for court supervision, 

to release the names of all agents accused of molesting children to law enforcement and to the 

public, and to enjoin the Diocese from destroying any documents regarding suspected childhood 

sexual abuse by its agents. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

2. This Court has jurisdiction over this action because it seeks to redress violations 

of the plaintiffs' rights and co protect children in Dlinois that are in imminent danger. Venue is 

proper because the Diocese does business in DuPage County and the many of the allegations 

herein involve occurrences in DuPage County. 

PARTIES 

3. is an adult male resident of Minnesota Plaintiff was a 

minor resident of the State of lllinois when the abuse occurred. 

4. At all times material, the Roman Catholic Diocese of Joliet, a Trust (hereinafter 

"Defendant Diocese") was an lllinois-based Roman Catholic corporation conducting business in 

the State of lllinois as a corporation sole as provided by illinois statute. 

5. At all times material, Defendant Roman Catholic Bishop Joseph L. Imesch, was 

Trustee for the Defendant Diocese, was in charge of the Defendant Diocese, and was the local 

agent of the Roman Catholic Church. As chief operating officer and ordinary of Defendant 

Diocese, the Bishop of the Joliet Diocese is appointed by the Pope and has ultimate authority and 

responsibility for the training, ordination, placement, and the discipline, removal and 

recommendation for laicization of all Roman Catholic priests ordained in the Defendant Diocese. 

(00030989.DOCI2 
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Upon ordination, each and every priest of Defendant Diocese vows obedience to the Bishop of 

the Defendant Diocese and his successors. The Bishop of the Defendant Diocese possesses 

individual responsibility for the care of each and every parish, and its members, located within 

the counties which geographically comprise the Defendant Diocese. The Bishop is also 

responsible for fully investigating the history and fitness of all priests prior to placement within a 

parish in Defendant Diocese and for the discipline and/or removing of such priest. 

CLASS ACTION ALLEGATIONS 

6. Plaintiff brings this action on behalf of himself and, pursuant to 735 ll...CS 5/2-

801, as the representative of the class of persons who have been molested as children by an agent 

of the Diocese of Joliet and on behalf of those children who have not yet been abused, but who 

are in imminent danger of abuse because the Diocese has not released the names and files of 

agents that have been accused of molesting children or accused of inappropriate sexual behavior 

with children to either the public or to law enforcement. 

7. The Plaintiff class is so numerous that joinder of all members is impracticable. In 

its own self report, the Diocese asserted that there were 113 cases where they had reason to 

suspect that an agent had sexually molested a child. These numbers only include information 

that was reported to the Diocese. The underlying data for the results was not disclosed to the 

public. 

8. There are questions of fact or law corrunon to the class, which predominate over 

questions affecting only individual members. The common questions of law or fact include, but 

are not limited to: whether the Diocese of Joliet has failed to protect children by not releasing the 

(00030989.DCX:}3 
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names of its agents who have been accused of molesting children to the public and law 

enforcement and whether the Diocese has or is destroying documents in order to cover up child 

sexual abuse. 

9. The Plaintiff will fairly and adequately protect the interests of the class. The 

interests of the Plaintiff are the same as those of all class members because they have all been 

sexually abused by an agent of the Diocese of Joliet or are in danger of being molested by an 

agent of the Diocese of Joliet because the Diocese's information is not public. All have an 

interest in preventing the sexual abuse of any further children by agents of the Diocese of Joliet 

10. A class action is an appropriate method for the fair and efficient adjudication of 

the controversy alleged in this complaint. The expense and burden of individual litigation would 

make it difficult or impossible for individual members of the class to redress the wrongs done to 

them. The cost to the court system of adjudication of such individualized litigation would be 

substantial. Individualized litigation would also present the potential for inconsistent or 

contradictory judgments and would magnify the delay and expense to all parties and the court 

system. By contrast, the conduct of this action as a class action presents far fewer management 

difficulties, conserves the resources of the parties and court system, and protects the rights of 

each class member. In addition, the prosecution of separate actions by the individual members 

of the class would create a risk of inconsistent or varying adjudications with respect to individual 

class members which would establish incompatible standards of conduct for the defendant. 

ALLEGATIONS OF FACT 

11. There are a number of priests who Defendant Diocese continued in ministry after 

the Diocese concluded that there were credible allegations of childhood sexual abuse against that 
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priest 

12. The Diocese considered this a risk that it had a solid basis for taking. 

13. On information and belief, the Diocese did not report all allegations of childhood 

sexual abuse by its employees to law enforcement. 

14. On information and belief, Bishop Imesch, the representative of the Diocese, 

knew that Gary Berthiaume, a priest of the Diocese, bad admitted to and been convicted of 

molesting a child. Subsequently, Imesch assigned Berthiaume in the Joliet Diocese. Imesch bas 

admitted that he did not report Berthiaume's admission of guilt to the police because "That's a 

job for the police. I'm not going to get involved in that. That's not my responsibility." 

15. On information and belief, Imesch, as representative of the Diocese, didn't think 

that an allegation against Larry Gibbs, another priest in the Diocese, was credible because the 

police did not charge Gibbs. 

16. On information and belief, Larry Gibbs was accused of skinning dipping and 

playing "games" with children while Gibbs and the children were nude. According to the 

Imesch, as representative of the Diocese, the Diocese did not have any reason to not transfer 

Gibbs to another assignment after the allegations of him skinning dipping and playing nude 

games because Gibbs' conduct was not considered a crime or criminal activity. 

17. On information and belief, if the police didn't charge and convict a priest in the 

Diocese of Joliet after he was a suspect in a homicide investigation, the Diocese would not 

remove that priest. 

18. On information and belief, the Diocese has a list of employees who have, 

according to its own process, been credibly accused of sexually abusing a child. 
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19. On infonnation and belief, the Diocese has never made its list of credibly accused 

priests public. 

20. On infonnation and belief, the Diocese has never given this list of credibly 

accused priests, employees or former employees to law enforcement. 

21. On information and belief, the Diocese also has a list of priests, employees or 

former employees that were accused of sexual misconduct with a child. Using its internal 

process, the Diocese has determined that the allegations against these employees were not 

credible. 

22. On information and belief, the Diocese has not made these "non-credible" 

allegations against its employees known to the public or to law enforcement. 

23. Children are at risk because the public and law enforcement do not know the 

identity of these priests or former employees of the Diocese that have been credibly accused of 

sexually abusing children. 

24. On information and belief, the Diocese has never conducted an investigation to 

find out how many victims there are of one of its priests, Edward Stefanich, who was convicted 

of sexual abuse with a minor. 

25. On information and belief, the Diocese has never done its own investigation to 

determine the identities of victims of sexual abuse by its priests, employees, or former 

employees. 

26. In response to the clergy abuse scandal, the United States Catholic Conference of 

Bishops agreed to participate in a self report survey conducted by the John Jay College. 

27. As part of the John Jay survey, each Diocese submitted the number of priests that 
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had allegations of sexual misconduct with a minor within the particular Diocese. 

28. On information and belief there was no oversight over the information that was 

given to the John Jay College. It was completely up to the particular Diocese to respond 

honestly. 

29. On information and belief, the Diocese reported in 2003 or 2004 to the John Jay 

College that there had been 27 Diocesan priests credibly accused of sexually abusing children. 

30. On information and belief, the Diocese never released the names of these 27 

priests to law enforcement or the public. 

31. On information and belief, although the Diocese has not released the names of 

offenders, some names of the Diocese priests accused of sexual misconduct have been released 

during the course of litigation or through media reports. These names include: 

1) John Barrett 

2) Gary Berthiaume 

3) Phillip Dedera 

4) Amo Dennerlein 

5) Anthony DeFilippis 

6) Lowell Fischer 

7) John Furdek 

8) Michael Gibbney 

9) Lawrence Gibbs 

1 0) Carroll How lin 

11) Donald Kocher 
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12) Fred Lenczycki 

13) Anthony Meis 

14) Larry Mullins 

15) Donald O'Connor 

16) Donald Pock 

17) Edward Poff 

18) Anthony Ross 

19) Richard Ruffalo 

20) Daniel Ryan 

21) Henry Slade 

22) David Stalzer 

23) Edward Stefanich 

24) William Virtue 

25) Myles White 

32. There are also a number of religious order clerics who worked in the Diocese. On 

information and belief, the Diocese had control and supervision over these clerics while they 

were working in the Diocese. On information and belief, the Diocese knows about these clerics' 

misconduct. On information and belief, those religious order clerics that have been accused of 

sexual misconduct are: 

1) Joseph Chang (Benedictines) 

2) Robert Murphy (Carmelite) 

3) John Rupkey (Christian Brothers) 
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33. Donald Pock sexually abused Plaintiff when Plaintiff was a child and Donald 

Pock was a priest of the Diocese of Joliet. 

34. 

Count I. 

35. 

COUNT I 
(Injunction • Release of Names) 

Plaintiffs repeat and reallege every paragraph of this complaint as if set forth in 

Plaintiff brings Count I on his own behalf and on behalf of the class of similarly 

situated persons described in paragraph 6 of this Complaint. 

The practices of the Diocese of Joliet have endangered numerous children in the 

past and these practices will continue to put children at risk in the future_ 

Plaintiff and the class have the right to not be sexually molested by clerics of the 

Diocese of Joliet. 

38. The Diocese owes a duty to warn all children and their parents that come into 

contact with its clerics of allegations of sexual misconduct by the clerics because these children 

and their parents hold clerics in an esteemed position, which gives clerics virtually unlimited 

access to children. 

39. The Diocese also owes a duty to children and their parents to release all of the 

names of clerics against whom the Diocese has deemed to have credible allegations of sexual 

misconduct with children to Jaw enforcement and to the public at large. 

40. The Diocese also owes a duty to children and their parents to release all of the 

names of clerics that have been accused of sexual misconduct with children to the law 

enforcement and to the public at large. 

4 1. Unless injunctive relief is granted numerous children in Illinois are at risk of 
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being sexually molested by clerics and former clerics of the Diocese. 

42. In order to ensure that children are protected and free from sexual molestation by 

clerics, the plaintiffs and the members of the class are entitled to an injunction ordering that the 

Diocese do the following: 

43. 

a) Release the names of all 27 of the employees that it reported to the John Jay 

Survey to law enforcement and to the public. 

b) Release the names of any other priest, employees, former employees, not included 

in the John Jay Survey, against whom the Diocese has determined a credible 

allegation of childhood abuse has been made, to the public and law enforcement. 

c) Release the names of all other clerics that were not included in 

the John Jay Survey, but against whom the Diocese has received allegations of 

sexual misconduct by the cleric with children to law enforcement and to the 

public. 

COUNT II 
(Injunction- Documents) 

Plaintiffs repeat and reallege every paragraph of this complaint as if set forth in 

Count II. 

44. Plaintiff brings Count II on his own behalf and on behalf of the class of similarly 

situated persons described in paragraph 6 of this Complaint. 

45. On information and belief, the Diocese still has documents that are evidence of 

crimes committed by clerics against children. 

46. The Diocese has a duty to the public at large and to law enforcement to not 

destroy any documents that evidence a crime. 
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47. The Diocese has a duty to children that were abused by clerics to not destroy any 

documents relating to the sexual misconduct or alleged sexual misconduct of any cleric at 

anytime in the Diocese of Joliet. 

48. On information and belief the Diocese has destroyed documents and/or concealed 

documents and/or failed to give documents to law enforcement relating to sexual misconduct or 

alleged sexual misconduct by clerics of the Diocese. 

49. Unless injunctive relief is granted, chlldren will be at imminent risk of being 

molested by clerics of the Diocese, law enforcement will be prevented from doing its job, and 

those children that have already been molested by clerics will have their rights negatively 

affected. 

50. In order to ensure that children are protected and free from sexual molestation by 

clerics, the plaintiffs and the members of the class are entitled to an injunction ordering that the 

Diocese do the following: 

a) Turn over any document with any connection to any allegation of sexual 

misconduct by a cleric against a child to the lllinois Courts for supervision of 

these documents. 

b) Turn over any document with any connection to any allegation of sexual 

misconduct by a cleric against a child to law enforcement. 

c) Cease to destroy any documents with any connection to any allegation of sexual 

misconduct by a cleric against a child. 

d) Cease to conceal or misplace any documents with any connection to any 

allegation of sexual misconduct by a cleric against a child. 
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(Declaratory Judgment) 
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Plaintiffs repeat and reallege every paragraph of this complaint as if set forth in 

Plaintiff brings Count ill on his own behalf and on behalf of the class of similarly 

situated persons described in paragraph 6 of this Complaint. 

53. There is an actual controversy between the plaintiff and the members of the 

plaintiff class, on the one hand, and the Diocese, on the other hand, concerning whether the 

Diocese is adequately protecting children through its practices of not releasing the names of 

those clerics that have been accused of molesting children. 

54. There is also an actual controversy between the plaintiffs and the members of the 

plaintiff class, on the one hand, and the Diocese, on the other hand, concerning whether the 

Diocese is adequately protecting children through its practice of not removing a cleric that is 

accused of molesting a child from any position where the cleric has any contact with children. 

55. Finally, lhere is an actual controversy between the plaintiff and the members of 

the plaintiff class, on the one hand, and the Diocese, on the other hand, concerning whether the 

Diocese is adequately protecting children through its practices of destroying and/or concealing 

documents evidencing allegations of sexual misconduct by clerics_ 

56. The plaintiff and members of the plaintiff class are entitled to a declaration that 

the Archdiocesan practices of not releasing the names of clerics accused of sexual misconduct 

with minors, not removing clerics that are accused of sexual misconduct with children from 

positions where they have access to children, and by destroying and/or concealing documents, is 

not adequate to protect chlldren. 

(00030989.DOC}12 
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request that this Court grant the relief requested 

within this complaint or any other relief the Court deems just in order to protect children. 

Jeffrey R. Anderson 
JEFF ANDERSON & ASSOCIATES, P.A. 
E-1000 First National Bank Building 
332 Minnesota Street 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 
( 651) 227-9990 

Marc Pearlman 
KERNS, PITROF, FROST & PEARLMAN, LLC 
70 W. Madison, Suite #5350 
Chicago, lL 60602 
(312) 261-4550 
Firm No.: 28867 
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R~~fdrlfgft.(\ JURY TRIAL 2123 (Rev. 07/05) 

I 

I STATE OF ILLINOIS UNITED STATES OF AMERICA COUNTY OF DU PAGE 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE EIGHTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

--on behalf of himself and all 
others similar;I:Y.:: situated, 

PLAINTIFF 

vs. 

The Roman Catholic Diocese o 
Joliet, Inc.,a Trust, Bishop 
Imesch as Trustee for the 
Roman Catholic DEffiNDANT 

Diocese of Joliet, Inc. ..;;...;..... _ ___, 

CASE NUMBER 

JURY DEMAND 

TO: ~ CHRIS KACHIROUBAS, Clerk ofthe Eighteenth Judicial Circuit Court 

Th ~laintiff . th b .tl d d ds . fi h . I f .d e 0 D fi d m e a ove enti e cause eman a Jury or t e tna o sa1 cause. e en ant 

000597 

File Stamp Here 

)9 I!We further state that the claim for damages does not exceed $15,000 and this matter should be 
tri d b 0 jury of six. 

e y a l;i jury of twelve. 

Name: Marc J. Pearlman DPROSE 
l 

DuPage Attorney Number: ___;;;2""8""8""'"6 7.:...._ ________ _ 

Attorney for: Plaintiff 

Address:70 West Madison Suite 5350 

City/State/Zip: Chicago , Illinois 60602 

Telephone: 312- 261-4550 

Plaint; ff 
Plaintiff/Defendant 

BY-------------------------------Their At1omcys 

CHRIS KAClllROUBAS, CLERK OF THE 18111 JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT © 

WHEATON, ILLINOIS 60189-0707 



FR. POCK SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 523 
Rodactod April 2013 • 418113 

Relee~~6fti1d!)\jRT SUMMONS COPY 3101C (Rev. 12104) 

STATEOF ILLINOIS 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

COUNTY OF DU PAGE 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE EIGHTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

-VS-
Plaintiff(s) 

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Joliet, 
Inc. , a Trust, Bishop lmesch as Trustee for 
The Roman Catholic Diocese of Joliet , Inc. 

Defendant(s) 

CASE NUMBER 

2006 CH 000351 

File Stamp Here 

To each defendant: The Roman Ca t ho lie SUMMONS 
Diocese of Joliet, Inc., ~ Trust, 425 Summit Street, Joliet, IL 6043 

You are summoned and required to file an answer to the complaint in this case, a copy of which is hereto attached. or 
otherwise file your appearance in the office of the Clerk of this Court, 505 North County Farm Road, Wheaton, 

Illinois within 30 days after the service of this summons, not counting the day of service. IF YOU FAIL TO DO 

SO, A JUDGMENT BY DEFAULT MAY BE ENTERED AGAINST YOU FOR THE RELIEF ASKED IN 
THE COMPLAINT. 

To the officer: 

This summons must be ren1med by the officer or other person to whom it was given for service, with endorsement 
of services and fees, if any, immediately after service. If service cannot be made, this summons shall be returned 
so endorsed. This summons may not be served later than 30 days after its date. 

Debra Goldberg 

WITNESS: CHRIS KACHIROUBAS, Clerk of the 
Eighteenth Judic ial Circuit Court, and the seal 
thereof, at Wheaton, Il linois. 

Name: Kerns, Pitrof, Frost & Pearlman, LLC 
(Plaintiff or Attorney for Plaintitl) 

Dated --------if;J~-J~,IARI\-&--ft-0 6 006 
CHRIS KACHIROUBAS 

C lerk of the:: Eighteenth Judicial Circuit 
DuPage Attorney Number: _2_88_6_7 _____ _ 

Address: 70 W. Madison, Suite 5350 

City/State/Zip: Chicago, Illinois 60602 

Telephone: (312) 261-4550 

[F YOU NEED LEGAL ADVICE CONCER.i'HNG YOUR LEGAL 
RESPONSIBILITY AS A RESUL TOF THIS SUMMONS BEING 
SERVED UPON YOU AND YOU DON'T KNOW A LAWYER, 
YOU CAN CALL THE DU PAGE BAR ASSOCIATION 
LAWYER REFERRALSERVJCEAT(630) 653-9109. 

NOTICE: The filing of an appearance or answer with the 
Circuit Court Clerk requires a statutory filing fee. payable 
at the t ime of tiling. 

Dateof Service: ------------­
(To be inserted by officer on copy left with Defendant or other person.} 

CHRIS KACHIROUBAS, CLERK OF THE 18TH J UDICIAL CIRCUIT COU RT © 

WHEATON, ILUNOIS 60189-0707 
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Tli>une pho<p byChudt Bomun 
Rev. Michael Knotek (right) prays with Gregory Robinson at St. John De La Salle Catholic Church on the Far South Side, where he Is the pastor. 

For priest, abuse case hits home 
Rev. Michael Knotek stands by his brothe1· George, who says he 
was abused by a priest as a teen and bas sued the Joliet Diocese 
By Manya A. Brachear 
T,.bune staff report" 

0 narecen. lSunda>:Re'Ot 
Michael Knotelt asl<e<l 
parisluooers in his Far 

South Side sanctU31')' to bow 
tbclr heads and call to mind 
the greatest CI'OSlllbey had to 
boa& 

A!< th~y obeyed, ltnotek al· 
sobungbisbeadandmedirat­
ed on the burden be bas.mr­
rlcd for 31 years: the knowl­
edge that bis older brother 
was molested bY a priast and 
his belief that his church 
tried to cover it up. 

•JJ we're c:areM. bY God'R 
t;rac.:., that very cross be­
comes our salvaUon.• said 
the pastor of St. Johll De La 
Salle Catholic Church. ech<>­
lng the message or rede111P 
tion that fonns the foumla· 
Uon ortbe Christian faith. 

Forsop:~eprlests In the Chi· 
meo archdiocese. the Roman 
collar bas been a yoke in re­
cent montha as abuse allega 
tioos mount against their col· 
leaeue. Rc" Daniel McCor· 
mack. But for Knotek, 49. lbe 
sorrow is ampllfi<.-d b~· aneer 
O\'l!r how the church, partic­
ularly the nelghborlnt; Dio-

ccsc of Joliet, bas treated his 
family. 

~
.He recalls tbe ulght in 197.5 
hen bis older brollier, 

rge. conressect that !herr 
parish prlest, Re-.c Donald 
Pock. had fondled him after 
George sought counsel n• a 
teen about bls own calling to 
llie clergy. l.atcr that year, aa 
a young seminarian. Michac_l 
Knotek decickd to report the 
offense to the church bl.erar· 
chl< He said be was told to 
Slay quiet. 

In February, George l<no-

PUASE SEE BROTHER. 1'>\GE 4 

Tor..ne pMIO byetl&.ldt~l't 
George Knotek sued the Jo. 
liot Diocese In ~bruary and 
demanded the release of a 
llst of all accused priest>. 

~-~------~-~~~========~========= 
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May 16,2006 

Most Rev. Joseph Imesh 
Diocese of Joliet 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, IL 60453 

Dear Bishop lmesh, 

Saint John de Ia Salle Catholic Church 
10205 S. Martin Luther King Drive 

Chicago, IL 60628 
Phone: 773--785~ 2022 Fax: 773~ 785~0ll2 

000613 

Last Friday you left a voicemail message on my office phone. Out of respect 
have chosen not to call you back. - is the one you need to be contacting to 
situation. I pray that you will consider entering into some meaningful dialogue with him soon. 

I have to tell you, Bishop Imesh, that for over thirty years my family has been suffering at the hands of 
the Diocese of Joliet. First with- being sexually assaulted by Fr. Donald Pock. Then the 
awful treatment we were given by Bishop Vonesh whe!!ii!we re orted the abuse. Then to return years 
later to seek some compensation for all the mone~ has spent over the years trying 
to find healing from the sexual molestation only to get more lies om you and your lawyers. 

You called me in May of 2003 after receiving some type of communication from Cardinal George. 
After I gave you a description of the abuse and the mistreatment we received in trying to get Donald 
Pock 

This was an outrageous response. 
Then to respond to my brother by telling him the Joliet Diocese has no record of his or any other 
allegation against Pock is unconscionable. I suggest you contact the office of the Apostolic Delegate 
in Washington D.C. and they will verify the tact that indeed in the Spring of 1975, at our request, 
Archbishop Jean Jadot intervened for us and directed Bishop Vonesh to remove Donald Pock from 
Divine Savior Parish. 

In the past few weeks since articles have run in the paper~use andre­
victimization by the Diocese of Joliet several other victims of sexual abuse by priests of the Joliet 
Diocese have contacted me and told me that they also experienced deception, manipulation and cover­
up by the Diocese of Joliet. This whole situation is one of the gravest injustices that has ever been 
perpetrated by any institution and you are the main perpetrator. 

Bishop Imesh, I quite frankly don't know how you can retire leaving so many wounded and 
uncompensated victims. Many victims and law enforcement officials have asserted that you have 
created incredible scandal, enormous pain and grave disillusionment to many people. 

So, how can you in good conscience simply walk away from the mess you've created? 

Sincerely, 

MAY 2 2 2006 
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June 9, 2006 

I owe you an apology. I left you a voice mail recently, not knowing that you had 
written me a letter. Your letter arrived on May 22nd, but due to a number of meetings and 
other matters, I did not see your letter until the Memorial Day weekend. 

In that letter, I 
apologized to your brother the abuse he experienced at the hands of Father Donald Pock. 
I also apologized for the manner in which the matter had been initially handled. I told your 
brother that I was certainly willing to provide financial assistance for the counseling services 
he had received. I also said that his request for compensation would need to be reviewed 
by our Diocesan Review Committee. 

In response question about other victims of abuse ~ock, 
I responded that I not · any who were victims after the abuse ot- still 
attest that to my knowledge, no other victims have come forward. 

I did not receive a response from your brother, but in October of2004, the diocesan 
attorney, James C. Byrne, responded to a letter from Mr. Jeffrey Anderson. Mr. Byrne 
repeated my response to the five requests made - and offered again to enter into 
discussions regarding monetary compensation. 
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-2- June 9, 2006 

You mentioned that several other victims of sexual abuse by priests of the Joliet 
Diocese have contacted you and told you that they have experienced "deception, 
manipulation and cover-up by the Diocese of Joliet." I certainly would like to meet with 
those victims. I offer to meet with every victim, once a lawsuit is settled or a settlement 
made. I cannot do that when a lawsuit has been filed because I would be interfering with 
a suit against the diocese. 

whatever you might think of me, 1 am not one who is harsh with victims. 
I have met with any number of them, as well as with priest abusers, and have wept with both 
groups. I can name any number of victims with whom I have met and with whom I think 
I have had a productive meeting. I would certainly want to meet with if that 
were ever possible. I am willing to do whatever I can to relieve the pam or anguish of 
victims. I could not live with myself ifi turned my back on them. 

It was painful for me to receive your Jetter because it was certainly not my intention 
~vate an already painful situation . I would be willing to do whatever I can to help 
- r you. I don't know how else to try to make amends. I am certainly open to any 

suggestions you might have. 

I don't want there to be discord between us. Please forgive me if I have 
offended you in any way. 

I keep you 

With every best wish, 

in my prayers and I ask you to remember me as well. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Apostolic Administrator 
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FILE MEMORANDUM 

September 4, 2008 

FROM: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

RE: Reverend Donald Pock 

Yesterday I spoke with Father Michael Lane, pastor of St. Jude 
Parish in Joliet He stated that recently when a couple came to see him, 
the husband said that his sister had been abused by his brother. 

When the brother was confronted by the sister, he retorted thaf 
had been abused by Father Donald Pock at St. Mary Magdalene Pansh. 
The gentleman who is now somewhere between 50-60 years of age, does 
not want to talk to anyone about the abuse; he wants to drop the matter 
because Father Pock is deceased and 'nothing can be done about it 
anyway.' 

Father Pock served as associate pastor at St. Mary Magdalene 
Parish from 1958 to 1961. 

er Judith A. Davies, 
hancellor 




