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Office of the Principal Februery 19, 1851
ﬁ‘gg?f Rte Revs Msgr. Romeo Blanchette,
% Chancellor, Uiocese of Joliet

~ 4 BEs, Clinton Street
! Joliet, Illinmois

Dear Monsignor,
John C. Slown has been a student here for three and a healf

years. He has good talents = certainly sufficient to enable him to

do the studiss for the Priestheod. He has been a fair student, & good
and dependabls boy, generelly well liked by his classmates and teachers.
He is manly; has good judgement; is of pleasing appearance and mannerse.

Siggg?ely. in Christ,

£ 071. Pl & .

Franeis M. Flynn,S.J.
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A REPORT OF THE RECTOR TO THE MOST REVEREND BISHOP OF JOLIET CONCERNING

__John Siown ? Z é ZS 2> Joliet

- ‘HIS ECCLESIASTICAL STUDENTS

lName of Student Diocese
1952-153 =27
Scholastic year completed Last Order received~

I. INTELLECTUAL ABILITY

(In answering please underscore)
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‘Application to study: a) Excellent; b) Average; ¢) Poor.

Written work: a) Excellent; b) Average; ¢) Poorf !
Subject in which he seemstodobest: . A 421/1_3

II. MORAL AND SPIRITUAL CHARACTERISTICS

Willininess to work outside of class: a) A volunteer worker; b) Does what he is told; e¢) Reluctant
to work.

Ability as a leader: a) Inspiring leader; b) Average; c¢) No leadership ability.
Obedience to authority: a) Obeys with alacrity; b) Merely obeys; ¢) Disobedient.
Amenability to correction and advice: a) Docile; b) Fails to amend; ¢) Incorrigible.
Ability to cooperate: a) Very Cooperative; b) Negative; ¢) Uncooperative.
Sociability: a) Gracious and kindly; b) Shy and silent; ¢) Anti-social.

Conduct in Chapel: a) Exemplary; b) Average; c) Careless about ceremonies.
Fidelity to spiritual exercises: a) Faithful; b) Freqently tardy; c) Frequently absent.
Observance of seminary rules: a) Faithful; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory.

General Demeanour: a) Becoming; b) Frivolous; ¢) Worldly. -

Humility: a) Humble and submissive; b) Average; ¢) Proud and haughty.
Mortification : a) Satisfactory; b) A grumbler; ¢) Lacks spirit of mortification.
Silence: a) Faithful observer; b) Average; ¢ ) Unsatisfactory.

Attitude in general: a) Taetful; b) Cheerful; c¢) Reverent; d) Tricky; e) Irascible.

III. GENTELMANLINESS

rPe;‘sopai_alﬁpearance: a) Neat and clean; b) ‘Average; ¢) Slovenly and unkempt.
. Hisown room: a) Neat and clean; b) Careless; c) Disorderly.

Table manners: a) Good; b) Average; c¢) Unsatisfactory.

Courtesy: a) Well mannered; b) Average; c¢) Poor.

Impression he makes on others: a) Virile and manly; b) Effeminate; c¢) Disagreeable; d) Nega-
tive personality.

Punctuality: a) Punctual at all times; b) Frequently tardy; ¢) Unsatisfactory.
Ability to get along with people: a) Excellent; b) Average; ¢) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory.
Consideration for others, especially inferiors: a) Superior; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory.

Peculiar home conditions: 2 / , fé; 4 __ﬂ._j/ﬂu.u
Tor. Silloit Ko keXih, Frssfett
“F. (Fat iFtih - Crrfect™
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“Ability fo read/n public: a) Excellent b) A ezage, c) Unftlsf':::;;ry.

2. Voice: a) Strong and robust; b) Average; c¢) Poor; d) Has foreign accent.
3. Defects of speech (ifany): -

4. Ability to preach: a) Excellent; b) Avefag-e; c¢) Poor.

B.

Conversation; a) Good; b) Hesitant and disjointed; ¢) Poor. = M:/
3 - A, M*(

V. PHYSICAL REPORT

1. General health: a) Good; b) Average; ¢) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory.
.—-'-_H_-_-
Surgical operations (if any) : ,_______._"__,.M___’ :
3. Mental disorders: a) Normal; b) Melancholic; ¢) Superiority complex; d) Inferiority complex;
e) Delusions of grandeur; f) Excessive nervousness; g) An oddity; h) Prefers to be alone rather

than with others.

4. Physical defects: "%4"'7/‘*(

-

3 s VI. ABILITIES

1. His abilities seem to recommend him for the following oceupation: a) Journalism; b) Work in the
chancery office; ¢) Work among young people; d) An asmstant pastorate; e) Work as a teacher;
f) A position in whlch public speaking plays a major role ; g) Athletic work.
He is able to speak a language other than English, viz.,

3. He seems to have a natural aptitude for PP -, and therefore

the faculty can safely recommend him for higher studies in this matter.

© VII. REPORT ON HIS VACATION LETTERS

1. Vacation letter received and a) The pastor recommends him favorably or highly; b) The pastor

has the following adverse criticism to make: ___ = : o

VII. OPINION OF THE FACULTY

1. The faculty feels that: a) He should be allowed and urged to continue; b) That he should be ad-
monished of his faults and given an opportunity to amend; ¢) That he should be given another op-
portunity but should not be allowed to receive further Orders until he amends; d) That he should

be dropped from the seminary.

IX. OBSERVATIONS OF THE RECTOR

Recommend him,
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ST. PROCOPIUS SEMINARY

A REPORT OF THE RECTOR CONCERNING ECCLESIASTICAL
STUDENTS FOR THE SCHOLASTIC YEAR 1984+

ﬁgwwigébé? @%ﬁaﬁ4 (i

N e of Student Wate /:?}Z,___,_/ Diocese
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éﬂ; ololyas AL, o

Schelastic year i;{omple d Last Order received

i. INTELLECTUAL ABILITY

(In answering pleage underscore)
1.© Application to study: a)_Ixcellent; b) Average; ¢) Poor.

2.

3.
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Written work: a) Excellent; b)_Average; ¢) Eoor
Subject in which he seems to do best: e‘/ J% A *Z} 447
II. MORAL AND SPIRI’I‘UAL CHARACTERI‘S‘I"CS

Willingness to work outside of class: a) A volunteer worker; b) Dces what he is told; ¢) Reluctant
to work.

Ability as a leader: a) Inspiring leader; b) Average: ¢) No leadership ability,
Obedience to aufhority: a) _Obeys with alacrity; b) Merely obeys; c¢) Dischedient.
Amenability to correction and advice: a)  Docile: b) Slow to amend; ¢) Incorrigible.
Ability to cooperate: a) Very Cooperative; b) Negative; ¢) Unccoperative.

Sociability: a) Gracious and kindly; b) Shy and silent; ¢} Anti-soecial.

Conduct in Chapel: a) Exemplary; b) Average; b) Careless about ceremonies.

Fidelity to spiritual exercises: a) Faithfui: b) Frequently tardy; ¢) Frequently absent.
Observance of seminary rules: a) Faeithftﬂ, b) Average: ¢) Unsatisfactory.

General Demeanour: a) Becoming; b) Frivolous; ¢} Worldly.

Humility: a) Humble and submissive; b} Average; ¢) Proud and haughty.
Mortification: a) _Satisfactory; b) A grumbler; ¢) Lacks spirit of mortification.
Silence: a) Faithful observer; b) Average; ¢) Unsatizfactory.

Attitude in general: a) Tactful b)_Cheerful; ¢) Reverent; d) Tricky; e) Irascible.

Ifl. GENTLEMANLINESS

Personal eppearance: a) Neat and clean; b} Average; c) Slovenly and unkempt.

Hig own room: a) Neat and clean; bj Careless; ¢) Disorderly.

Table manners: a)_Good; b) Average; c¢) Unsatisfactory.

Courtesy: a)_Well mannered; b) Average; ¢) Pocr

Impression he makes on others: a) Virile and manly; b) Effeminate; c) Disagreeable; d) Negative
perscnality. 'y

Punctuality: a)_Punctual at all times; b) Frequently tardy; c¢) Unsatisfactory.

Ability to get along with people: a)_Excellent: b) Average; ¢) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory.
Consideration for others, especially inferiors: a) Superior; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory.

Peculiar home conditions:
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IV. VOICE

Ability to read in public: a) Excellent; b)_Average; ¢) Unsatisfactory.
Veice: a) Strong and robust; b)_Average; ¢) Poor; d) Has foreign accent.
Defects of speech (if any): A e
Ability to preach: a) Excellent; b) Average; ¢) Poor. ;z
Conversation: a) Good; b) Hesitant and disjointed; c¢) Poor.

V. PHYSICAL REPORT

General health: a) Good; b) Average; c) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory.

Surgical operations (if any): A= / - & Greg

Mental disorders: a) Normal; b) Melancholic; S(;periorit*g complex; d) Inferiority complex; e) De-
lusions of grandeur; f) Excessive nervousness; g) An oddity; h) Prefers to be alone rather than

with others.

Physical defects:

VI. ABILITIES

His abilities zeem to recommend him for the following occupation: a) Journalism; b) Work in the
chancery office; ¢) Work among young people; d) _An assistant pastorate; e) Work as a teacher;
f) A position in which public speaking plays a major role; g) Athletic work,

He is able to speak a language other than English, viz.,
He seems to have a natural aptitude for , and therefore
the faculty can safely recommend him for higher studies in this matter.

VII. REPORT ON HIS VACATION LETTERS
Vacation letter received and a) The pastor recommends him favorably or highly: b) The pastor has

the following adverse criticism to make:

VIII. OPINION OF THE FACULTY

The facuity feels that: a) He should be allowed and urged to continue; b) That he should be ad-
monished of his faults and given an opportunily to amend; ¢) That he should be given another op-
portunity but should not be allowed to receive further Orders until he amends; d) That he should be

dropped from the seminary,

IX. OBSERVATIONS OF THE RECTOR

\
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ST. PROCOPIUS SEMINARY

A REPORT OF THE RECTOR CONCERNING ECCLESIASTICAL
STUDENTS FOR THE SCHOLASTIC YEAR 1994-55

John Slewn ... Feb.. 3,.1955 Joliet
Name of Student Date Diocese
MidSterm Philosophy IT 3%
Scholastic year completed Last Order received

I. INTELLECTUAL ABILITY

(In answering please underscore)
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2.
3.
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Application to study: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor.
Written work: a) Excellent; b) Average; c¢) Poor.
Subject in which he seems to do best: T e

II. MORAL AND SPIRITUAL CHARACTERISTICS

Willingness to work outside of class: a) A volunteer worker; b) Dces what he is told; ¢) Reluctant
to work.

Ability as a leader: a) Inspiring leader; b) Average; ¢) No leadership ability.
Obedience to authority: a) Obeys with alacrily; b) Merely obeys; ¢) Disobedient.
Amenability to correction and advice: a) Docile; b) Slow to amend; ¢) Incorrigible.
Ability to cooperate: a) Very Cooperative; b) Negative; ¢) Uncooperative.

Sociability: a) Gracious and kindly; b) Shy and silent; ¢) Anti-social.

Conduct in Chapel: a) Exemplary; b) Average; ¢) Careless aboul ceremonies.

Fidelity to spiritual exercises: a) Faithful; b) Frequently tardy; c¢) Frequently absent.
Observance of seminary rules: a) Faithful; b) Average; ¢) Unsatisfactory.

General Demeanour: a) Becoming; b) Frivolous; ¢) Worldly.

Humility: a) Humble and submissive; b) Average; ¢) Proud and haughty.
Mortification: a) Satisfactory; b) A grumbler; ¢) Lacks spirit of mortification.
Silence: a) Faithful observer; b) Average; ¢) Unsatisfactory.

Attitude in general: a) Tactful; b) Cheerful; ¢) Reverent; d) Tricky; e) Irascible.

III. GENTLEMANLINESS

Personal appearance: a) Neat and clean; b) Average; c¢) Slovenly and unkempt.

His own room: a) Neat and clean; b) Careless; ¢) Disorderly.

Table manners: a) Good; b) Average; ¢) Unsatisfactory.

Courtesy: a) Well mannered; b) Average; c¢) Poo.

Impression he makes on others: a) Virile and manly; b) Effeminate; ¢) Disagreeable; d) Negative

personality.

Punctuality: a) Punctual at all times; b) Frequently tardy; ¢) Unsatisfactory.

Ability to get along with people: a) BExcellent; b) Average; ¢) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory.

Consideration for others, especially inferiors: a) Superior; b) Average; ¢) Unsatisfactory.
. h-_'_——*-———.

Peculiar home conditions:
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IV. VOICE

Ability to read in public: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory.
Voice: a) Strong and robust; b) Average; ¢) Poor; d) Has foreign accent.
Defects of speech (if any): R .

Ability to preach: a) Excellent; b) Average; ¢) Poor.

Conversation: a) Good; b) Hesitant and disjointed; ¢) Poor.

V. PHYSICAL REPORT

General health: a) Good; b) Average; ¢) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory.
Surgical operations (if any):
Mental disorders: a) Normal; b) Melancholic; Superiority complex; d) Inferiority complex; e) De-

lusions of grandeur; f) Excessive nervousness; g) An oddity; h) Prefers to be alone rather than

with others.
Physical defects: W“

VI. ABILITIES

His abilities seem to recommend him for the following occupation: a) Journalism; b) Work in the
chancery office; ¢) Work among young people; d) An assistant pastorate; e) Work as a teacher;
f) A position in which public speaking plays a major role; g) Athletic work. -

He is able to speak a language other than English, viz.,
He seems to have a natural aptitude for
the faculty can safely recommend him for higher studies in this matter,

, and therefore

VII. REPORT ON HIS VACATION LETTERS

Vacation letter received and a) The pastor recommends him favorably or highly; b) The pastor has
the following adverse eriticism to make:

VIII. OPINION OF THE FACULTY

The faculty feels that: a) He should be allowed and urged to continue; b) That he should be ad-
meonished of his faults and given an opportunity to amend; ¢) That he should be given another op-
portunity but should not be allowed to receive further Orders until he amends; d) That he should be

dropped from the seminary.

IX. OBSERVATIONS OF THE RECTOR

\

A good seminarian.
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ST. PROCOPIUS SEMINARY

A REPORT OF THE RECTOR CONCERNING ECCLESIASTICAL
STUDENTS FOR THE SCHOLASTIC YEAR 19.....

— 2 .
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Nu;:’e of Stuée]nt / Datd < . 7" Diocese
/ L"“ ‘:;,r/
LT — 5 e g
7 Scholastic year completed Last Order received

I. INTELLECTUAL ABILITY

(In answering please underscore)

L' Application to study: a) Excellent; b) Average; ¢) Poor.
2. Written work: a) Excellent; b) Average; c¢) Poor.
3. Subject in which he seems to do best:

II, MORAL AND SPIRITUAL CHARACTERISTICS

1. Willingness to work outside of class: a) A volunteer worker; b) Does what he is told; ¢) Reluctant
to work.

2. Ability as a leader: a)_Inspiring leader; b) Average; ¢) No leadership ability,

3. Obedience to authority: a) Obeys with alacrity; b) Merely obeys; c¢) Disobedient.

4. Amenability to correction and advice: a) _Docile; b) Slow to amend; ¢) Incorrigible.

5. Ability to cooperate: a) Very Cooperatwe b) Negative; ¢) Uncooperative.

‘6

7

8

Sociability : a) Gracious and kindly; b) Shy and silent; ¢) Anti-social.
Conduct in Chapel: a) Exemplary, b) Average; ¢) Careless about ceremonies.
. Fidelity to spiritual exercises: a) Faithful; b) Frequently tardy; e¢) Frequently absent.
9. Observance of seminary rules: a) Faithful; b) Average; ¢) Unsatisfactory.
10. General Demeanour: a) Becoming; b) Frivolous; ¢) Worldly.
11. Humility: a) Humble and submissive; b) Average; ¢) Proud and haughty.
12. Mortification: a) Satisfactory; b) A grumbler; c) Lacks spirit of mortification.
13. Silence: a) Faithful observer; b) Average; ¢) Unsatisfactory.
14. Attitude in general: a) Tactful; b) Cheerful; ¢) Reverent: d) Tricky; e) Irascible.

1. GENTLEMANLINESS

Personal appearance: a) Neat and clean; b) Average; c) Slovenly and unkempt.

His own room: a) Neat and clean; b) Careless; ¢) Disorderly.

Table manners: a) _Good; b) Average; ¢) Unsatisfactory.

Courtesy: a) Well mannered; b) Average; c) Poor‘

Impression he makes cn others: a) Virile and manly; b) Effeminate; ¢) Disagreeable; d) Negative
personality. o

Punctuality: a) Punctual at all times; b) Frequently tardy; c) Unsatisfactory.

Ability to get along with people: a) _Excellent; b) Average; ¢) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory.
Consideration for others, especially inferiors: a) Superior; b) Average; ¢) Unsatisfactory.

Peculiar home conditions: R
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IV. VOICE

Ability to read in public: a) Excellent; b) Average; c¢) Unsatisfactory.
Voice: a) Strong and robust; b) Average; c) Poor; d) Has foreign accent.
Defects of speech (if any):
Ability to preach: a) Excellent; b) Average; ¢) Poor.
Conversation: a) Good; b) Hesitant and disjointed; ¢) Poor.

V. PHYSICAL REPORT

General health: a) Good; b) Average; ¢) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory.
Surgical operations (if any):
Mental disorders: a) Normal; b) Melancholic; Superiority complex; d) Inferiority complex; e) De-
lusions of grandeur; f) Excessive nervousness; g) An oddity; h) Prefers to be alone rather than
with others.
Physical defects:

VL. ABILITIES

His abilities seem to recommend him for the following occupation: a) Journalism; b) Work in the
chancery office; ¢) Work among young people; d) An assistant pastorate; e) Work as a teacher;
f) A position in which public speaking plays a major role; g) Athletic work. -

He is able to speak a language other than English, viz.,
He seems to have a natural aptitude for , and therefore
the faculty can safely recommend him for higher studies in this matter.

VII. REPORT ON HIS VACATION LETTERS

Vacation letter received and a) The pastor recommends him favorably or highly; b) The pastor has
the following adverse criticism to make:

VIII. OPINION OF THE FACULTY

The faculty feels that: a)_He should be allowed and urged to continue: b) That he should be ad-
monished of his faults and given an opportunity to amend; ¢) That he should be given another op-
portunity but should not be allowed to receive further Orders until he amends; d) That he should be

dropped from the seminary.

IX. OBSERVATIONS OF THE RECTOR

\
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OFFICE OF THE RECTOR

"k I’ the unders°gned. . an.M V%@A‘.oll, of the

~diocese O0fesseses Fe¥essssssassscssscssessrssssscsions esesasy feeling
myself called by God #£o the clerical ataLe, freely, and moved thereto

by no cotsideration oth:er than the promotion of the glor: of God in

the service of the Church and the salvation of my own soul, intending
ultimately to embrgce the Sacr d or /gr of Priesthood, do hereby petition .
His Eb{cellency,-.m MG‘- epepssssssan sessy

the Bishop of the diocese of. > , that I
may be admitted to tonsure

0\\ | 7/



FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 49

N
Redacted April 2013 - 4/9/113 C ‘; \J 3 3 5 f

Released April 2014

ST. PROCOPIUS SEMINARY

A REPORT OF THE RECTOR CONCERNING ECCLESIASTICAL
STUDENTS FOR THE SCHOLASTIC YEAR 19 .54
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Name &Wt Date & Dioceze
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Scholastic year 613 eted Last Order received

I. INTELLECTUAL ABILITY

(In answering please underscore)
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Application to study: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor.
Written work: a) Excellent; b) Average; ¢) Poor.
Subject in which he seems to do best:

IL MORAL AND SPIRITUAL CHARACTERISTICS

Willingness to work outside of class: a) A volunteer worker; b) Does what he is told; ¢) Reluctant
to work.

Ability as a leader: a) Inspiring leader; b) Average; c¢) No leadership ability.
Obedience to authority: a) Obeys with alacrity: b) Merely obeys; e¢) Disobedient.
Amenability to correction and advice: a) Docile; b) Slow to amend; ¢) Incorrigible.
Ability to cooperate: a) Very Cooperative; b) Negative; e¢) Uncooperative.

Sociability: a) Gracious and kindly; b) Shy and silent; ¢) Anti-gocial.

Conduct in Chapel: a) Exemplary; b) Average; c) Careless about ceremonies.

Fidelity to spiritual exercises: a)_Faithful; b) Frequently tardy; c) Frequently absent.
Obzervance of seminary rules: a) Faithful; b) Average; ¢) Unsatisfactory.

General Demeancur: a) Becoming; b) Frivolous; ¢) Worldly.

Humility: a) Humble and submissive; b) Average; ¢) Proud and haughty.
Mortification: a) Satisfactory; b) A grumbler; ¢) Lacks spirit of mortification.
Silence: a) Faithful observer; b) Average; ¢) Unsatisfactory.

Attitude in general: a) Tactful; b) Cheéerful; ¢) Reverent; d) Tricky; e) Irascible.

III. GENTLEMANLINESS

Personai appearance: a) Neat and clean; b) Average; c¢) Slovenly and unkempt.

His own room: a) Neat and clean; b) Careless; c¢) Disorderly.

Table manners: a) Good; b) Average; ¢) Unsatisfactory.

Courtesy: a) Well mannered; b) Average; c) Pooi'.

Impression he makes on others: a) Virile and manly; b) Effeminate; ¢) Disagreeable; d) Negative
personality.

Punctuality: a) Punctual at all times; b) Frequently tardy; ¢) Unsatisfactory.

Ability to get along with people: a) Excellent; b) Average; c¢) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory.
Consideration for others, especially inferiors: a) Superior; b) Average; c¢) Unsatisfactory.

Peculiar home conditions:
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IV. VOICE

Ability to read in public: a) Excellent; b) Average; ¢) Unsatisfactory.
Voice: a) Strong and robust; b) Average; ¢) Poor; d) Has foreign accent.
Defects of speech (if any): _..._..iW

Ability to preach: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor.

Conversation: a) Good; b) Hesitant and disjointed; c¢) Poor.

Ol 00 1O

V. PHYSICAL REPORT

General health: a)r Good; b) Average; ¢) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory.
Surgical operations (if any):
3. Mental disorders: a) Normal; b) Melancholic; Superiority complex; d) Inferiority complex; e) De-

lusions of grandeur; f) Excessive nervousness; g) An oddity; h) Prefers to be alone rather than
with others.

4. Physical defects: .. /@"""‘—f—-‘

VI. ABILITIES

e

1. His abilities seem to recommend him for the following occupation: a) Journalism; b) Work in the
chancery office; ¢) Work among young people; d) An assistant pastorate; e) Work as a teacher;
f) A position in which public speaking plays a major role; g) Athletic work. -

He is able to speak a language other than English, viz.,
He seems to have a natural aptitude for
the faculty can safely recommend him for higher studies in this matter.

1o

, and therefore

w

VII. REPORT ON HIS VACATION LETTERS

1. Vacation letter received and a) The pastor recommends him favorably or highly; b) The pastor has
the following adverse criticism to make: ...

VIII. OPINION OF THE FACULTY

1. The faculty feels that: a) He should be allowed and urged to continue; b) That he should be ad-
monished of his faults and given an opportunity to amend; ¢) That he should be given another op-
portunity but should not be allowed to receive further Orders until he amends; d) That he should be

dropped from the seminary.

IX. OBSERVATIONS OF THE RECTOR

\
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7. STICSNATIE

A decree from Rome, issued Dec. 27, 1930, urges the Reverend
Fastor of the candidate for Subceaconship to answer the follow-
ing ~uestions conscientiously:

1.

2.

3

L.

5.

6o

Te

8.

9o

10,

1l.

Is the cleric zealous and devout in fulfillins the duties of
piety, i.e., meditation, attendance at ifass, visits to the
Blessed Sacraient and recitation of the Rosary? 40

Does he receive the Sacraments of Fenance and Holy Zucharist
frequently and devoutly? 3 i

Does he perform his ministry diligently and conscientiously
while he assists at Sacred Functions? g,‘ya

Was he zealous in teaching Catechism during vacation?

Does he devote care and diligence toward enhancing divine
worship, toward the good implied in the care of souls; does
he manifest interest in the exact performance of ministry
while he assists at Sacred Functions? fw

In what study does he manifest interest and with what diligence?

Is he given over to reading profance books and papers which
harbor hatred against faith and good morals? hm 2%

Does he wear the clerical garb when he is at home during -

vacations? ﬁ,@:

Did he associate with anyone of ill repute, or even with such
of good repute, to such an extent as to cause scandal and ad-
miration among the faithful; does he cherish familiarity with
persons of the opposit sex, or did he frequent places that
are scarcely free from suspicion? “wwo

Was he honest and upright in speech? j g

Has he occasioned critical remarks about Ecclesiastical cus=
toms, doctrine and precepts? ...y
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12,

13.

1k,

15,
16,

17.

2s
How did he conduct himself toward boys and girls and other

persons of both sexes? M at.agfu-@,‘

Is he inclined toward the comFforts of life; is he addicted
to drinking and prone to worldy pieasures? .o

Does he manifest charity; submisszon and respect toward his
superiors?

52

What is the public opinion concerning his vocation? V"? g" E

Are there in his parents any indications of some infirmity
especiaily of the mind, or some evil habits which give
grounds for suspecting them of atavism? O

Are the parents or anyone else of the family forcing the
candidate to receive Holy Orders? -—ag

The Reverend Pastor is to inquire from lay people concerning the
candidate the following:

1,

2o

3.

hu

SI

(Parish Seal)

Did the cleric conduct himself reverently, seriously and pru-
dently in church and in his contact with others?ééz4o
What is the

Is there any ground for doubting his vocation?
nature of this doubt? -0

Can the parents or anysne else be suspected of forcing the
candidate to receive Holy Orders? —w@

Is he familiar with such as can be suspected of having no
faith or are of bad morals? —w

What is the opinion of prudent men concerning thg morals
of the candidate and of his vocation?

O
Signedej;E;jlﬁ%%g}??¥f????q...........

n&eawll-.’ﬂ"
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Taxa

At antequam ad Ss. Ordines Maiores promoveatur, Orator supplices preces
iterum porrigat per suum Ordinarium, qui referat:

1) quaenam sint oratoris morales et intellectuales qualitates;

2) quaenam de studio, disciplina et pietate argumenta habeantur ex quibus
érui possit candidatum talibus esse praeditum dotibus quae defectus eius con-
dicionis iuridicae compensare valeant;

3) utrum orator cum parente acatholico commoraturus sit, et, in casu
affirmativo, pro ipso perversionis periculum timendum sit;

4) utrum admiratio exoritura praevideatur si orator ad Sacerdotium pro-

moveatur.
Contrariis quibuscumque non obstantibus. B &, 7
r '/". ’,/r -
,_'_fj,-t'.--t--{. g }/&L-‘ﬂ{-{»{ &l
- ;
/ 1t / i 4
ekl /,,L// d
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ST. PROCOPIUS SEMINARY 050053

A REPORT OF THE RECTOR CONCERNING ECCLESIASTICAL
STUDENTS FOR THE SCHOLASTIC YEAR 195,_

Slown, Johnn . June 8, 1956 Joliet
Name of Student Date Diocese
Tonsure

I Theology
Scholastic year completed Last Order received

I. INTELLECTUAL ABILITY

(In answering please underscore)

1. Application to study: a)_ Excellent; b) Average; ¢) Poor.
2. Written work: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor.
3. Subject in which he seems to do best:

II. MORAL AND SPIRITUAL CHARACTERISTICS

1??Villjll'si{nesza to work outside of class: a) A volunteer worker; b) Dces what he is told; ¢) Reluctant
o work,

Ability as a leader: a) Inspiring leader; b) Average; ¢) No leadership ability,
Obedience to authority: a) Obeys with alacrity; b) Merely obeys; ¢) Disobedient.
Amenability to correction and advice: a) Docile; b) Slow to amend; ¢) Incorrigible.
Ability to cooperate: a) Very Cooperative; b) Negative; ¢) Uncooperative.

Sociability: a) Gracious and kindly; b) Shy and silent; ¢) Anti-social.

Conduct in Chapel: a) Exemplary; b) Average; c) Careless about ceremonies.

Fidelity to spiritual exercises: a) Faithful; b) Frequently tardy; c) Frequently absent.
Obcervance of seminary rules: a) Faithful; b) Average; ¢) Unsatisfactory.

10. General Demeanour: a) Becoming; b) Frivolous; ¢) Worldly.

11. Humility: a). Humble and submissive; b) Average; c) Proud and haughty.

12. DMortification: a) Satisfactory; b) A grumbler; ¢) Lacks spirit of mortification.

13. Silence: a) Faithful observer; b) Average; ¢) Unsatisfactory.

14. - Attitude in general: a) Tactful; b) Cheerful; ¢} Reverent; d) Tricky; e) Irascible.

=

© XN oW

III. GENTLEMANLINESS

Personal appearance: a) Neat and clean; b) Average; ¢) Slovenly, and unkempt.

His own room: a) Neat and clean; b) Careless; ¢) Disorderly.

Table manners: a) Good; b) Average; c¢) Unsatisfactory.

Courtesy: a) Well mannered; b) Average; c) Pu&#-.

Impression he makes on others: a) Virile and manly; b) Effeminate; ¢) Disagreeable; d) Negative
personality. 4

Punctuality : a)cPunctual at all timses; b) Frequently tardy; c¢) Unsatisfactory.

Ability to get along with people: a) Excellent; b) Average; ¢) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory.
Consideration for others, especially inferiors: a) Superior; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory.

Peculiar home conditions:

il ok ol

©®ae



FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 70

Redacted April 2013 - 4/9/13

>

o/

Released April 2014

O 90 PO

5

@ po

IV. VOICE

Ability to read in public: a) Excellent; b) Average; ¢) Unsatisfactory.
Voice: a) Strong and robust; b) Average; ¢) Poor; d) Has foreign accent.
Defects of speech (if any): HAAL

Ability to preach: a) Excellent; b) Average; ¢) Poor.
Conversation: a)_Good; b) Hesitant and disjointed; ¢) Poor.

V. PHYSICAL REPORT

General health: a) Good; b) Average; ¢) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory.
Surgical operations (if any):
Mental disorders: a) Normal; b) Melancholic; Superiority complex; d) Inferiority complex; e) De-

lusions of grandeur; f) Excessive nervousness; g) An oddity; h) Prefers to be alone rather than
with others

Physical defects: f\ih’t? .

VI. ABILITIES

His abilities seem to recommend him for the following occupation: a) Journalism; b) Work in the
chancery office; ¢)_Work among young people; d) An assistant pastorate; e) Work as a teacher;
f} A position in which public speaking plays a major role; g) Athletic work. -

He is able to speak a language other than English, viz.,
He seems to have a natural aptitude for , and therefore
the faculty can safely recommend him for higher studies in this matter.

VII. REPORT ON HIS VACATION LETTERS

Vacation letter received and a) The pastor recommends him favorably or highly; b) The pastor has
the following adverse criticism to make:

VIII. OPINION OF THE FACULTY

The faculty feels that: a) He_ s and
monished of his faults and gwen an opportumty to amend c¢) That he should be given another op-

portunity but should not be allowed to receive further Orders until he amends; d) That he should be
dropped from the seminary.

IX. OBSERVATIONS OF THE RECTOR

\
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VACATION REPORT "

Confidential
ST. PROCOPIUS SEMINARY

Lisle, Illinois

Reverend and dear Father:

The Third Council of Baltimore (Titulus v. No. 177), the Roman Normae (Art. 166) and the

Sacred Congregation of Seminaries and Universities burden pastors with the obligation of watching

over the conduct of their students during vacation and at its end of reporting it to the Seminary au-
thorities.

Kindly return this report, which shall be kept under the seal of strictest confidence, to the Very

, Reverend Rector.

Name of Student ... d W K557 A

Vacation at HOME ..ccooiadidicimiiviniinn

Vacation Away From Home ..............
Attending Week-day Mass . 2 A
Reception of Sacraments ...}

Associates

EMPIOYIMENt ..oeeovereeeerreesesn ol 2
i~
Deportment (Example, Habits, Industry, Piety) xé}ﬁ%

Remarks

Date 'u/:{.é}_r,zr‘,e, 19\5’(’

Telephone i ; TR
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ST. PROCOPIUS SEMINARY
LISLE, ILLINOIS

b}

53096

5

OFFICE OF THE RECTOR

erlow o
L3 Teeae 4.‘...0.-..., Qf the

I’ the undersi Els o 4% nao-o;
diocese of..éégiitéggﬂg Sviiiivesss iy sEnesssbesisserunssasey Toaling
myself called /by God t& the clerical staie, freely, and moved thereto
by no consideration ot er than the promotion of the glor: of God in
the service of the Church and the salvation of my own soul, intendixixg
ultimately to eﬁbrzze Ehe Sagred (rdep of Prigsthood, do hereby petition
His EKCElleZlcy,.a _' e ; ﬁé?‘ﬂ essegsssnsenessy
the BiShOP of the diocése Of‘il_'l SssssemssNsessesseseny that I
may be admitted to bensure and or orders,

o be K AL

(Date

praf¥ll

7
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A REPORT OF THE RECTOR: TO THE MOST REVEREND BISHOP OF JOLIET CONCERNING
HIS ‘ECCLESIASTICAL STUDENTS

STow, Tomn ~ -~ -~ May 1, 1957 Jollet
Name of Student * " Date Diocese
II Theology . ' Acolyte )
Scholastic year complered Last Order received

I. INTELLECTUAL ABILITY

(In answering. please underscore)._.

1. “Application to.study: a) Execellent; b) Average; c¢) Poor.
2. Written work: a) Excellent; ‘b) Average; ¢) Poor.

3. Subject in which he seemstodobest:

II. MORAL AND SPIRITUAL CHARACTERISTICS
1. Willingness to work outside of class: a)_A vblunteer worker; b) Does what he is told; ¢) Reluctant
Lo work. g

2. Ability as.a Ieader a) ].nsplrmg_ leader, b) Average; c¢) No Ieadershlp ablhty.

3 Obedlence to authonty a) Obe;s with alacrity; b) Merely obeys; c¢) Disobedient.

4. Amenabxhty to correctlon and advice: a) Doc1le b) Fails to amend; c) Incorrigible.
5
6
T

Ab;hty to cooperate a) Very Cooperatne b) Negatwe, ¢) Uncooperative.
Sociability: a) Gracious and kmdl_}- ; b) Shy and silent; c¢) Anti-social.
Conduct in Chapel: a) Exemplary; b) Average; c¢) Careless about ceremonies.

8. Fidelity to spiritual exercisest a) Faithful; b) Freqently tardy; c¢) Frequently absent.

9. Observance of seminary rules: a) Faithful; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory.

IIO. Genefal Demeanour: a) Becoming s b) Frivoloué; c) Worldly. _

11. Humility: a) Humble and submissive; b) Average; ¢) Proud and haughty.

12. Mortification: a) Satisfactory; b) A grumbler; c¢) Lacks spirit of mortification.

13. Silence: a) Faithful observer; b) Average; c ) Unsatisfactory.

14. Attitude in general: a) Tactful; b) Cheerful; ¢) Reverent; d) Tricky; e) Irascible.

Iil. GENTELMANLINESS

1 Personal appea.rance .}.) Neat and clean; B) A\erag’e, ¢) Slovenly and unkeinpf.
2 HIS own room a) Neat and clean; b) Careless; c¢) Disorderly.

3.- Table manners : a) Good; b) Average; c¢) Unsatisfactory.

4. Courtesy: a) Well mannered; b) Average; c) Poor.

5

Impression he makes on others: a) Virile and manly; b) Effeminate; c¢) Disagreeable; d) Nega-
tive personality.

6. Punctuality: a) Punctual at all times; b) Frequently tardy; c¢) Unsatisfactory.

7. Ability to get along with people: a) Excellent; b) Average; c¢) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory.
8. Consideration for others, especially inferiors: a) Superior; b) Average; ¢) Unsatisfactory.
9

Peculiar home conditions:
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1. Ability to read in public: a) Excellent; b) Average; ¢) Unsatisfactory.
2. Voice: a) Strong and robust; b)_Average; c) Poor; d) Has foreign accent.
3. Defects of speech (if any): e € —
4. Ability to preach: a) Excellent; b) Average; c¢) Poor.
5. Conversation: a) Good; b) Hesitant and disjointed; ¢) Poor.

V. PHYSICAL REPORT

1. General health: a) Good; b) Average; ¢) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory.
Surgical operations (ifany): ..
3. Mental disorders: a) Normal; b) Melancholic; c¢) Superiority complex; d) Inferiority complex;
e) Delusions of grandeur; f) Excessive nervousness; g) An oddity; h) Prefers to be alone rather

than with others.
4. Physical defeets: M

VI. ABILITIES

1. His abilities seem to recommend him for the following occupation: a) Journalism; b) Work in the
chancery office; ¢) Work among young people; d) An assistant pastorate; e) Work as a teacher;
f) A position in which public speaking plays a major role; g) Athletic work.
He is able to speak a language other than English, viz.,
3. He seems to have a natural aptitude for i iew.....y and therefore
the faculty can safely recommend him for higher studies in this matter.

VII. REPORT ON HIS VACATION LETTERS

1. Vacation letter received and a) The pastor recommends him favorably or_highly; b) The pastor

has the following adverse criticism to make:

VII. OPINION OF THE FACULTY

1. The faculty feels that: a) He should be allowed and urged to continue; b) That he should be ad-
monished of his faults and given an opportunity to amend; ¢) That he should be given another op-
portunity but should not be allowed to receive further Orders until he amends; d) That he should

be dropped from the seminary.

IX. OBSERVATIONS OF THE RECTOR

Generally satisfactory. Took diligent care of sacristy., Patient and
:ﬁ%griianding with others. Backbone condition warrants medical
ntion.
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Martz'nm D. McNamam

MISERATIONE DIVINA ET APOSTOLICAE SEDIS GRATIA
EPISCOPUS JOLIETTENSIS IN ILLINOIS

Omnibus praesentes litteras inspecturis salutem et in Domino benedictionem.
Notum facimus et testamur Nos Missam in pontificalibus celebrantes in oratorio
Seminarii Christi Regis, apud West Chicago, Illinois,

dilecturn Nobis in Christo

Joannem Slown
omnibus de iure requisitis fideliter expletis, ad ordinepys exorcistatus et
acolythatus
die 9 mensis aprilis anno Domini 3957

rite, Deo iuvante, promovisse.

In quorum fidem has praesentes litteras a Cancellario Curiae Joliettensis

subscriptas, sigilloque munitas, dari jussimus.

Datum Joliettae

Die 3 mensis maii anno 1957

f Episcopus Joliettensis in Illinois

Cancellarius
De mandato Episcopi
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"G STICSNATRE

A decree from Rome, issued Dec. 27, 1930, urges the Reverend
FPastor of the candidate for Subceaconship to answer the follow-
ing cuestions conscientiously:

piety, i.e., meditation, attendance at ilass, visits to the

1. Is the cleric zealous and devout in fulfillin- the duties of £
Blessed Sacrament and recitation of the Rosary? ’%f

2. Does he receive the Sacraments of Fenance and Holy ‘ucharist <)
frequently and devoutly?

3. Does he perform his ministry diligently and conscientiously
while he assists at Sacred Functions? fﬂ

L, Vas he zealous in teaching Catechism during vacation?

S. Does he devote care and diligence toward enhancing divine
worship, toward the good implied in the care of souls; does 82
he manifest interest in the exact performance of ministry
while he assists at Sacred Functions?

6o In what study does he manifest interest and with what diligence?

7o Is he given over to reading profance books and papers which Mo
harbor hatred against faith and good morals?

8. Does he wear the clerical garb when he is at home during
vacations? a

9. DId he associate with anyone of ill repute, or even with such
of good repute, to such an extent as to cause scandal and ad- “ v D
miration among the faithful; does he cherish familiarity with
persons of the opposit sex, or did he frequent places that
are scarcely free from suspicion?

16, Was he honest and upright in speech? a"‘”

11, Has he occasioned critical remarks about Ecclesiastical cus- o
toms; doctrine and precepts?
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12, How did he conduct himself toward boys and girls and other \A&i‘!{.
persons of both sexes?

13. Is he inclined toward the comforts of life; is he addicted
to drinking and prone to worldy pieasures?

1k, Does he manifest charity, submission and respect toward his
superiors?

15, What is the public opinion concerning his vocation? ?Yﬂsuﬁﬂ

16, Are there in his parents any indications of some infirmity
€specially of the mind, or some evil habits which give wwo
grounds for suspecting them of atavism?

17. Are the parents or anyone else of the family forcing the
candidate to receive Holy Orders?

The Reverend Pastor is to inquire from lay people concerning the
candidate the following:

1. Did the cleric conduct himself reverently, seriously and pru=-
dently in church and in his contact with others? 6

2+ Is there any ground for doubting his vocation? What is the Mo
nature of this doubb?

3+ Can the parents or anysne else be suspected of forcing the MO
candidate to receive Holy Orders?

Lhe Is he familiar with such as can be suspected of having no .,
faith or are of bad morals?

5. What is the opinion of prudent men concerning the morals Qliqu; jﬂ1ﬁﬁ*

of the candidate and of his vocation?

sagePessPsBROODROROEER

Signedeseyedtes

(PafiSh Seal) Date..mm.oan-t.-.oi-
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This is to certify that on W 70 19—5?/

I have snnounced the intended promotlion of John Slown

to the subdisconate in the parish church. The following

tmpediments and irregularities were discovered. (If none,
write "none")

[t

Dgte:

Parish Sesl

na o] astor
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EgO.%W. - 6 T’%ﬂ:- .candidatus

ad ordinem subdiaconatus titulo servitii dioecesis

suscipiendi, ad normam iuri:v.‘s;:ondeo ac iuro me

Dioecesi. , bl fer%%% ......e.perpetuo inserviturum,
< sub Ordinarii praedictae Dioecesis pro tempore

Avetoritate,

Sic me Deus adiuvet, et haec sancta Dei Evangelia

Die...Qin}.)....,...,mensia..%’ﬁé{.....,m./z*?—f:

quae manibus tango.

Hoc iuramentum die suprascrioto coram me praestitum,

.l...i...}j

De atus Eplsc pi
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Ego, N.N.,. mﬁ_.&ﬁt

firma fide credo (¢t profiteor omnia et singula, quae continentur in symbolo Fidei,
quo sancta Romana Ecclesia utitur, videlicet: Credo in uniim Deum, Patrem omni-
potentem, factorem caeli et terrae, visibilium omnium et invisibilium. Et in unum
Dominum Iesum Christum, Filium Dei unigenitum. Et ex Patre natum ante om-
nia saecula. Deum de Deo, lumen de lumine, Deum verum de Deo vero. Genitum,
non factum, consubstantialem Patri: per quem omnia facta sunt. Qui propter nos
homines et propter nostram salutem descendit de caelis. Et incarnatus est de Spirita
Sancto ex Maria Virgine, et Homo factusest. Crucifixus etiam pro nobis; sub Pontio
Pilato passus, et sepultus est. Et resurrexit tertia die, secundum Scripturas. Et
ascendit in caelum, sedet ad dexteram Patris. Et iterum venturus est cum gloria
iudicare vivos et mortuos; cuius regni non erit finis. Et in Spiritum Sanctum, Do-
minum, et vivificantem; qui ex Patre Filioque procedit. Quicum Patre et Filio simul
adoratur et conglorificatur, qui locutus est per Prophetas. Et Unam, Sanctam,
Catholicam et Apostolicam Ecclesiam. Confiteor unum Baptisma in remissionem
. peccatorum. Et expecto resurrectionem mortuorum. Et vitam venturi saeculi.
Amen. Apostolicas et ecclesiasticas traditiones, reliquasque eiusdem Ecclesiae obser-
vationes et constitutiones firmissime admitto et amplector. Item sacram Seripturam
iuxta eum sensum, quem tenuit et tenet sancta Mater Fcclesia, cuius est indicare de
vero sensu et interpretatione sacrarum Scripturarum, admitto; nec eam unquam, nisi
juxta unanimem comsensum Patrum, accipiam et interpretabor. Profiteor quogue
septem esse vere et proprie Sacramenta novae Legis a Iesu Christo Domino nostro
instituta, atque ad salutem humani generis, licet non ommia singulis, necessaria,
scilicet, Baptismum, Confirmationem, Eucharistiam, Paenitentiam, Extremam Unc-
tionem, Ordinem et Matrimonium: illaque gratiam conferre; et ex his Baptismum,
Confirmationem et Ordinem sine sacrilegio reiterari non posse. Receptos quoque et
approbatos Ecclesiae Catholicae ritus in supradictorum omnium Sacramentorum sol-
lemni administratione recipio et admitto. Omnia et singula, quae de peccato originali
et de iustificatione in sacrosancta Tridentina Synodo definita et declarata fuerunt,
amplector et recipio. Profiteor pariter in Missa offerri Deo verum, proprium et pro-
pitiatorium Sacrificium pro vivis et defunctis; atque in sanctissimo Eucharistiae
sacramento esse vere, realiter et substantialiter Corpus et Sanguinem una cum anima
et divinitate Domini nostri Tesu Christi, fierique conversionem totius substantiae
panis in corpus et totius substantiae vini in Sanguinem, quam conversionem Catholica
Ecclesia Transubstantiationem appellat. Fateor etiam sub altera tantum specie to-
tum atque integrum Christum, verumque Sacramentium sumi. Constanter teneo Pur-
gatorium esse, animasque ibi detentas fidelium suffragiis iuvari. Similiter et Sanctos
una cum Christo regnantes venerandos atque invocandos esse, eosque orationes Deo
pro nobis offerre, atque eorum Reliquias esse venerandas. Firmiter assero imagines
Christi, ac Deiparae semper Virginis, nec non aliorum Sanctorum habendas et reti-
nendas esse, atque eis debitum honorem ac venerationem impertiendam. Indulgenti-
arum etiam potestatem a Christo in Ecclesia relictam fuisse, illarumque usum Christi-
ano populo maxime salutarem esse affirmo. Sanctam, Catholicam et Apostolicam
Romanam Ecclesiam, omnium ecclesiarum matrem et magistram agnosco, Romano-
que Pontifice, beati Petri Apostolorum Principis successori, ac Iesu Christi Vicario
veram obedientiam spondeo ac iuro. Caetera item omnia a sacris Canonibus et
Oecumenicis Conciliis,ac praecipue /a sacrosancta Tridentina Synodo, et ab oecu-
menico Concilio Vaticano tradita, definita ac declarata, praesertim de Romani Ponti-
ficis Primatu et infallibili magisterio, indubitanter recipio atque profiteor; simulque
contraria ommnia, atque haereses quascumque ab lLicclesia damnatas et reiectas et
anathematizatas, ego pariter damno, reiicio, et anathematizo. Hanc veram Catholi-
cam Fidem, extra quam nemo salvus esse potest, quam in praesenti sponte profiteor
et veraciter teneo, eandem integram et inviolatam usque ad extremum vitae spiritum
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constantissime, Deo adiuvante, retinere et confiteri, atque a meis subditis, seu illis,
guorum cura ad me in munere meo spectabit, teneri, et doceri et praedicari, quantum
in me erit, curaturum, ego idem N. spondeo, voveo ac iuro.

Item firmiter amplector ac recipio
omnia et singula, quae ab inerranti
Ecclesiae magisterio definita, adserta ac
declarata sunt, praesertim ea doctrinae
capita, quae huius temporis erroribus
directo adversantur. Ac primum qui-
dem Deum, rerum omnium principium
et finem, naturali rationis lumine per ea
quae facta sunt, hoc est, per wisibilia
creationis opera, tamquam causam per
effectus. certo cognosci, adeoque de-
monstrari etiam posse, profiteor. Se-
cundo: Externa revelationis argumenta,
hoc est, facta divina, in primisque mira-
cula et prophetias admitto et agnosco
tamquam signa certissima divinitus or-
tae Christianae Religionis, eademque
teneo aetatum omnium atque homi-
num, etiam huius temporis, intelligen-
tiae esse maxime accommodata. Ter-
tio: Firma pariter fide credo, Ecclesiam,
verbi revelati custodem et magistram,
per ipsum verum atque historicum
Christum, cum apud nos degeret, pro-
xime ac directo institutam, eandemque
super Petrum, apostolicae hierarchiae
principem eiusque in aevum SUCCESSores
aedificatam. Quarto: Fidei doctrinam
ab Apostolis per orthodoxos Patres
eodem sensu eademque semper senten-
tia ad nos usque transmissam, sincere
recipio; ideoque prorsus reiicio haereti-
cum commentum evolutionis dogma-
tum, ab uno in alium sensum {ranseun-
tium, diversum ab eo, guem prius habuit
Ecclesia; pariterque damno errorem om-
nem, quo divino deposito, Christi Spon-
sae tradito ab Eaque fideliter custodien-
do, sufficitur philosophicum inventum,
vel creatio humanae conscientiae, homi-
num conatu sensim efformatae et in
posterum indefinito progressu perfici-
endae. Quinto: Certissime teneo ac
sincere profiteor, Fidem non esse cae-
cum sensum religionis e latebris su{-
conscientioe erumpentem, sub pressione
cordis et inflexionis voluntatis moghliter
informatae, sed verum assensum intel-
lectus veritati extrinsecus acceptae ex
auditu, quo nempe, quae a Deo per-
sonali, creatore ac domino nostro dicta,
testata et revelata sunt, vera esse credi-
mus, propter Dei auctoritatem summe
veracis.

“I.... firmly hold and accept each
and every definition of the unerring
teaching of the Church, with all she has
maintained and declared, but especially
those points of doctrine which express-
ly combat the errors of our time. In
the first place I profess my belief that
God, the beginning and end of all, can
be certainly known and therefore proved
to exist by the natural light of reason
from the things that are made, that is,
from the visible works of the creation
as a cause from its effects. Next I
recognize and acknowledge the external
arguments of revelation, that is, divine
facts, especially miracles and prophe-
cies, as most certain signs of the divine
origin of the Christian religion, and I
hold that these are altogether suited to
the understanding of every age and of
all men, also of our times. Thirdly,
1 likewise hold with firm faith that the
Church, the guardian and exponent of
the revealed Word, was proximately and
directly founded by the true and his-
toric Christ Himself, while He dwelt
amongst us, aad that she was also built
upon Peter, the Prince of the Apostolic
Hierarchy, and upon his successors to
the end of time. Fourthly, I sincerely
accept the teaching of faith as trans-
mitted down to us from the Apostles
through the orthodox Fathers in the
same sense and even in the same word-
ing; and, therefore, I wholly reject the
heretical notions of the evolution of
dogmas, which pass from one sense fo
another alien to that which the Church
held from the start; and I likewise con-
demn every error whereby is substitut-
ed for the divine deposit, entrusted by
Christ to His Spouse and by Her to be
faithfully guarded, a philosophic sys-
tem or the creation of a human con-
sciousness, gradually refined by the
striving of men and finally to be per-
fected hereafter by indefinite progress.
Fifthly, I hold for certain and sincerely
profess that Faith is not a blind religious
sense making its way out of the hidden
regions of the sub-liminal consciousness,
morally tmged by the influence of heart
and will, but is a true assent of the in-
tellect to truth received from without
by hearing, an assent whereby we be-
lieve to be true, because of the authority
of the all-true God, whatever by the
personal God, our Creator and Lord,
has been spoken, testified and revealed.

0.
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Me etiam, qua par est, reverentia,
subiicio totoque animo adhaereo dam-
nationibus, declarationibus, praescrip-
tis omnibus, quae in Encyclicis litteris
*Pascendi” et in Decreto ‘“Lamentabi-
1i” continentur, praesertim circa eam
quam historiam dogmatum vocant.
Idem reprobo errorem affirmantium,
propositam ab Ecclesia fidem posse his-
toriae repugnare, et Catholica dogmata,
quo sensu nunc intefliguntur, cum veri-
oribus Christianae religionis originibus
componi non posse. Damno quoque
ac reiicio eorum sententiam, qui dicunt,
Christianum hominem eruditiorem in-
duere personam duplicem, aliam cre-
dentis, aliam historici, quasi liceret his-
torico ea retinere, quae credentis fidei
contradicant, aut praemissas adstruere,
ex quibus consequatur dogmata esse aut
falsa aut dubia, modo haec directo non
denegentur. Reprobo pariter eam Serip-
turae Sanctae diiudicandae atque inter-
pretandae rationem, quae, FEeclesiae
traditione, analogia Fidei, et Apostolicae
Sedis normis posthabitis, rationalista-
rum commentis inhaeret, et criticen tex-
tus velut unicam supremamgque regu-
lam, baud minus licenter quam termere
amplectitur. Sententiam praeterea il-
lorum reiicio qui tenent, doctori disci-
plinae historicae theologicae tradendae,
aut iis de rebus scribenti seponendam
prius esse opinionem ante conceptam
sive de supernaturali origine Catholicae
traditionis, sive de promissa divinitus
ope ad perennem conservationem unius-
cuiusque revelati veri; deinde scripta
Patrum singulorum interpretanda solis
scientiae principiis, sacra gualibet auc-
toritate seclusa, eaque ifudicii libertate,
qua profana quaevis monumenta solent
investigari. In universum denique me
alienissimum ab errore profiteor, quo
nodernistae tenent in sacra traditione
nihil inesse divini; aut, quod longe dete-
rius, pantheistico sensu illud admittunt;
ita ut nihil iam restet nisi nudum fac-
tum et simplex, communibus historiae
factis aequandum; hominum nempe sua
industria, sollertia, ingenio scholam a
Christo eiusque Apostolis inchoatam pér
subsequentes aectates continuantium.
Proinde fidem Patrum firmissime reti-
neo et ad extremum vitae spiritum
retinebo, de charismate veritatis cerfo,
quod est, fuit eritque semper in episcopa-
tus ab Apostolis successione; non ut id

“I further, with all due reverence,
submit and with my whole mind ad-
here to all the condemnations, declara-
tions, and ordinances contained in the
Encyclical letter Pascend: and in the
Decree Lamentabili, particularly re-
garding what is called the history of
Dogma.

“I also reject the error of those who
aver that the I'aith proposed by the
Church may be in conflict with history,
and that Catholic dogmas in the sense
in which they are now understood can-
not be harmonized with the more truth-
ful “origins” of Christianity. More-
over, I condemn and reject the opinion
which declares that a Christian man of
better culture can assume a dual per-
sonality, one as a believer and another
as an historian, as if it were permissible
for the historian to hold fast what his
faith as a believer contradicts, or to lay
down premises from which there fol-
lows the falsity or the uncertainty of
dogmas, provided only that these are
not directly denied. Likewise I reject
that method of estimating and interpret-
ing Holy Writ, which, setting aside the
Church’s tradition and the analogy of
Faith and the rules of the Apostolic See,
adopts the rationalists’ principles and
with equal arbitrariness and rashness
considers criticism of the text the one
only supreme rule. Furthermore, I re-
ject the opinion of those who hold that
a teacher of the science of Historical
Theology or the writer on the subject
must first put aside the notions pre-
viously conceived about the superna-
tural origin of Catholic tradition or
about the divine aid promised for the

perpetual preservation of each revealed

truth; then, that the writings of in-
dividual Fathers must be interpreted
solely by the data of science, without
any reference to sacred authority, and
with that freedom of judgment where-
with every profane record is usually
examined.

“Finally and in general, I declare my-
self to be far removed from the error
of the modernists who hold that in
sacred tradition there is nothing inher-
ently divine; or who—far worse still—
admit it in a pantheistic sense; so that
thus there would remain only a bare
simple fact equal to the ordinary facts
of history, viz., that the school started
by Christ and His Apostles finds, in the
ages that follow, men to carry it on by
their energy, their skill, and their genius.
Wherefore most firmly do I retain and
to my last breath will I retain the Faith
of the Fathers of the Church concern-
ing the sure endowment of truth, which

29

‘gﬁ?



FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO.

Redacted April 2013 - 4/9/13

Released April 2014

teneatur quod melius et aptius videri
possit secundum suam cuiusque aetatis
culturam, sed ut nunguam aliter creda-
tur, nunguom aliter intelligatur abso-
luta et immutabilis veritas ab initio per
Apostolos praedicata

Haec omnia spondeo me fideliter, in-
tegre sincereque servaturum et inviola-
biliter custoditurum, nusquam ab iis
sive in docendo sive quomodolibet ver-
bis scriptisque deflectendo. Sic spon-
deo, sic iuro, sic me Deus adjuvet, et
haec sancta Dei Evangelia.

is, has been, and ever will be in the suc-
cession of the Episcopate from the
Apostles; not in such a way that what
seems best and most fitting according
to the refinement of each age may be
held, but that the absolute and un-
changeable truth preached from the be-
ginning by the Apostles may never in
any different wise be believed, never in
any different wise be understood.

All this I promise that I will faithfully,
entirely and sincerely keep and in-
violably guard, and from this never in
teaching or howsoever by word or writ-
ing in the least depart. So I promise,
so I swear, so help me God and these
His holy gospels.

Iurem)entm:u rite po\ram ;‘BOblS emit

N L

tfstamur.

174

éj’ Ca*v Q/'; rj

(@stas

Episeopus {ze] Deggatus Episcopi)

“Si quis autem, quod Deus avertat, iusiurandum violare ausus fuerit, ad Sancti
Officii tribunal illico deferatur.” (Motu Proprio “Sacrorum Antistitum. ”)

REMARKS
1. The Profession of Faith is made and the Oath taken before the Ordinary

of the place or his Delegaie by:
a) the Vicar General,
b) the Diocesan Consultors,
¢) the Censor of books,
d) Pastors,

e) Confessors and Preachers before they receive the faculty to exercise

their functions,

f) Clerics called to ﬁbdeaconship,
g) Superiors and Professors in the Grand Seminary.
(Cf. C. 1406 et Motu Prop. Pii PP. X,, Sept. 1. 1910.)
2. When several take the Oath at the same time, one may read the formula
aloud; at the end each one, placing his hand on the gospels reads the words “Haec

omnia spondeo,”

etc., and signs his name.

(S. C. Counsist. Oct. 25, 1910.)

3. The document is to be kept in the safe of the diocesan curia.

AQDEY STUDENT PRINT,
4T BENEDICT 8 COLLEGE, ATCHISON, KANG.

100 ¥ 7Y
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St. Frccopius  SEMINARY

A REPORT OF THE RECTOR TO THE MOST REVEREND BISHOP OF JOLIET CONCERNING

HIS ECCLESIASTICAL STUDENTS

_.Slown, John (ﬁ‘g odiet: "
Name of Student Date Diocese
|l al
dﬁohg:;&%ﬁé}ﬂei&;{ - T "‘L'EI(;}IQ; rsisr? R

I. INTELLECTUAL ABILITY

(In answering please underscore) -

L.
2.
3.

et

I

;o o

© ® Ao

Application to study: a) Excellent; b) Average; c¢) Poor.
Written work: a) Excellent; b) Average; c¢) Poor.
Subject in which he seemstodobest: . .

II. MORAL AND SPIRITUAL CHARACTERISTICS
1‘;:Villin%lness to work outside of elass: a) A volunteer worker; b) Does what he is told; ¢) Reluctant
o work.
Ability as a leader: a) Inspiring leader; b) Average; c¢) Ne leadership ability.
Obedience to authority: a) ‘Obeys with alacrity; b) Merely obeys; ¢) Disobedient.
Amenability to correction and advice: a) Docile; b) Fails to amend; ¢) Incorrigible.
Ability to cooperate: a) Very Cooperative; b) Negative; ¢) Uncooperative.
Sociability: a) _Gracious and kindly; b) Shy and silent; c¢) Anti-social.
Conduct in Chapel: @) Exemplary: b) Average; ¢) Careless about ceremonies.
Fidelity to spiritual exercises: a) Faithful; b) Freqentiy tardy; ¢) Frequently absent.
Observance of seminary rules: a) Faithful; b) Average; c¢) Unsatisfactory.

General Demeanour: a) Becoming; b) Frivolous; e¢) Worldly.

Humility: a) Humble and submissive; b) Average; ¢) Proud and haughty.
Mortification: a) Satisfactory; b) A grumbler; ¢) Lacks spirit of mortification.
Silence: a) Faithful observer; b) Average; ¢ ) Unsatisfactory.

Attitude in general: a) Tactful; b) Cheerful; ¢) Reverent; d) Tricky; e) Irascible.

I, GENTELMANLINESS

Personal appearance: a) Neat and clean; b) Average; ¢) Slovenly and unkempt.
His own room: a) Neat and clean; b) Careless; ¢) Disorderly.
Table manners: a) Good; b) Average; c¢) Unsatisfactory.

Courtesy: a) Well mannered; b) Average; ¢) Poor.

Impression he makes on others: a) Virile and manly; b) Effeminate; c¢) Disagreeable; d) Nega-
tive personality.

Punctuality: a) Punctual at all times; b) Fr!quentlv tardy; c¢) Unsatisfactory.

Ability to get along with people: a) Excellent; b) Average; c¢) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory.
Consideration for others, especially inferiors: a) Superior; b) Average; c¢) Unsatisfactory.
Peculiar home conditions:
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1. Ability to read in public: a) Excellent; b) Average; c¢) Unsatisfactory.
2. Voice: a) Strong and robust; b) Average; c¢) Poor; d) Has foreign accent.
3. Defects of speech (if any) : ---__--E:zz/ . TR
4. Ability to preach: a) Execellent; b) Average; c¢) Poor.
5. Conversation: a) Good; b) Hesitant and disjointed; ¢) Poor.

V. PHYSICAL REPORT
1. General health: a) Good:; b) Average; c)~P09r; d) Unsatisfactory. =
2. Surgical operations (if any) : . See=e __#/4-:_-_-_--—-'—- t‘/%" &u&-—7
3. Mental disorders: a) Normal; b) Melancholic; ¢) Superiority complex; d) Inferiority complex;

e) Delusions of grandeur; f) Excessive nervousness; g) An oddity; h) Prefers to be alone rather

than with others.
4,_ Physical defects: ... e

VI. ABILITIES

1. His abilities seem to recommend him for the following occupation: a) Journalism; b) Work in the
chancery office; ¢) Work among voung people; d)_An assistant pastorate: e) Work as a teacher;
f) A position in which public speaking plays a major role; g) Athletic work.

2. Heis able to speak a language other than English, viz.,

3. He seems to have a natural aptitude for oo, and therefore
the faculty can safely recommend him for higher studies in this matter. ‘

VII. REPORT ON HIS VACATION LETTERS

1. Vacation letter received and a) The pastor recommends him favorably or highly; b) The pastor

has the following adverse criticism to make: ...

VII. OPINION OF THE FACULTY

1. The faculty feels that: a) He should be allowed and urged to continue; b) That he should be ad-
monished of his faults and given an opportunity to amend; ¢) That he should be given another op-
portunity but should not be allowed to receive further Orders until he amends; d) That he should

\

IX. -OBSERVATIOP}S OF THE RECTOR

be dropped from the seminary.

The postponement of his ordination was accepted
with resignation and his keen disappointment is
indicative of the high value of the priesthood
for him, He works well under a superior, though

all do not find working for him as easy. He h
exhibited resourcefulness as a sacristgn and m?ght

be considered for an M.C. role.
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ST. PROCOPIUS SEMINARY
Lisle, Illinois

Reverend and dear Father:

The Third Council of Baltimore (Titulus v. No. 177), the Roman Normae (Art. 166) and the
Sacred Congregation of Seminaries and Universities burden pastors with the obligation of watching
over the conduct of their students during vacation and at its end of reporting it to the Seminary au-
thorities.

Kindly return this report, which shall be kept under the seal of strictest confidence, to the Very

Reverend Rector.

Name of Student ...

Vacation at Home .
Vacation ANAY FLOM TGRS .« Kuf coiummissmmisussimin s absr s s s sanss e nesss (58 s 5t §305a5 K85 SvES S5 vEDREES S AT IRRRTNFIS

Attending Week-day Mass (?5

Associates
Employment ..ol
Deportment (Example, Habits, Industry, Piety) ......{&&

Remarks

Date ..

Telephone .
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17 Septexber 1958

Reverend Haler Dlouhy, C.S5.B.
° Rector
- St. Procopius Seminary
Lisle; Illinois ;

Dezr Father Haher:

In vour letter of Septenber 12 s I notioed that you have -
Slm as a sandidate for the Subdiaconate. The report his doctor sent
us imediately after the operation, stated that while the overation
itself was suscesaful; the susceas of the hee"i‘ng would not be knowm
for ghbout four 1mths. e asked the doctor to notify us as soon as
he had a definite report on this, I spoke to Monaignor Blanchette
about this a few wesks ago; and Honsignor told me that Mr. ’_Slﬂ'_:_s
call tc the Subdiaconate would not be given until afier we'have re-
ceived this report, He suggested that there might be an COrdination
somewhere near by in the winter where Mr. Slown could catch up. In
any case, I belicve we ca:!mc‘b count on his receivinv the Subdiaconste

. on Detober 28, 1958, .
With 'best. wishes, I ramain,

Sineerely youra in Christ,

The Rmrand Reger L. Kaffacc
Assistant thncellor

RLK:dt
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This is to certify that on ° ' 19

Thave announced the intended promotion of John G, Slown
to the diaconate in the parish church, The following
impediments and irregularities were discovered, (If none,
write "none")

Date:

2 Farish Seal Signature of Pastor






112

FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO.
bll:p\.. W 33

Redacted April 2013 - 4/9/13

Released April 2014

This is to certify that on ; ' 1974
I have announced the intended promotion of Jonn C. Slown

to the subdiaconate in the parish church, The following
impediments and irregularities were discovered, (If none,

write "none")

Date:

3ignaturé 6ijasf6r

Parish Seal
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DATE

NEWTON C. MEAD. M.D. . _ .
HOWARD J. SWEENEY. M&M | Qﬂ %
626 CHURCH STREET EVA F}:'I O

AFTERNOONS BY APPOINTMENT GREENLEAF 5-2563
















Redacted Apn: 2013 m:fs :

Released Aprll 2014

e ms&ﬂmewwsawﬂwwat?am. a‘&St. :
- Andvew's in Chieago on December 21. smhhishopomrimwﬁn
cmwmﬁmmﬁaml&ab '_,tbexacttime:{a
ailabl tematihemant* m&aimﬂfthbsaﬂam

. . -.',ﬁw '613;59.; and I ahall obtain aimisaoria}. 1&'{'&@.‘5 fm
_ﬂm -mfwﬁmm.___ g |




FR. SLOWN SCAN#RQMIHE DIOCESE-OF JOLIET NO. 121

Redacted April 2013 - 41813 LISLE, ILLINOIS

Released April 2014 ——
ceasea e DECLARATIO 650103

(Propria manu subscribenda a2 candidatis in singulis Sacris Ordinibus
suscipiendis, iuramento coram Ordinario praestito - A.A.3., Vol.23, p. 127)

e e o T e e
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% M‘%‘r £ W teoncta rtin

(Nomen)

De expositorum veracitate fidem facio Datum Seminario S.Procopii, Lisle, Ill.
~—F 17 ¥
Jie Mensis Anni (‘?’5—0’ Die 4 I‘:Iensism Anni [:7‘5_0“"
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Petitio Candidati Promoturi ad Sacram Ordinem

Ego, infrascriptus, ._. 2Ll %J%WW .......... , alumnus Seminarii
At ML‘Z‘J/ .......... , annum. L¥. .. curriculi theologici frequentans, cum
matura deliberatione ac cera fide me esse ad statum sacerdotalem vocatum existimem ad or-
dines accedere cupio atque hisce praesentibus ab Ex.mo Antistite meo, diocesis
Ordinario, admissionem ad subdiacenatuss (sgg@ diaconatum

Fateor et declaro, me cuncta, quae ad naturam et obligationes status clericalis, ac praesertim
ad legem caelibatus sacris ordinibus adnexam, pertinent, plane perspecta habere; volo pariter et con-
stituo omnia et singula eiusdem status onera suscipere, eaque etiam propono ac spondeo, ope divinae
gratiae, integre constanterque servare toto tempore vitae meae.

Testificor, me propositum habere ascendendi ad omnes ordines, nec vero importunis aliorum
precibus, suasionibus, obtestationibus vel pollicitationibus pressum aut allectum ad sacram militiam
impelli, sed libera omnino ac spontanea voluntate, semotis minis, metu, vi vel coactione, sacram or-

dinationem expetere.

Quibus precibus ut qua Episcopus meus benigne annuere velis, revertenti atque obsequenti

animo supplico,

Excellentiae Tuae Reverendissimae,

Servus humillimus.

Datum chc/(ﬂ mmsnpﬂéaﬂjﬁ‘ﬁ anni.. ?J.Jy

Petionem praemissam mihi tempore et loco, uti supra, fuisse oblatam testor.
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Litterae Testimoniales Rectoris Seminariil de Requisitis ad Ordincs Suscipicndas

Ego, infrascriptus Rector Seminarii Sancti Procopii,

Lisle, Illinois, testor omnia

juris requisita ut possii/ promoveri ad ordinem (Ts)-

W rite explevisse. In speciec,

tostor ecum esse baptizatum, chrismate signatum, benis

moribus praeditum, a parocho suo cormendatum, a Rectore et
facultate hujus seminarii approbatum, hunc ordinen thes_
ordines) sua sponte petivisse, studia secundum praescripta
Canonis 976 peregisse et examen in quantum necessarium ad
normam Canonis 996, #2 feliciter explevisse, examen de
ordine (Sbug) suscipiends Twds) subiisse, exercitia spiri-

! B @k' " tualia per tres (®sx) integros dies perezisse (vel-peracturum

e é¥se), litteras testimoniales in quantum necessarias obtinulsse,

oo cruu—/&-‘f
: nulli impedimente vel irregularitati obnoxium esse, et ordinem
Aoty et i
Y pr aeﬂm_‘M@&,ﬂ.,_ iam recipisse,

U%va

Datum ex aedibus Seminarii Sti. Procopii die / mensis M Anno /758

fot

(sigilium)
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719 NORTH WABASH AVENUE
CHICAGO 11, ILLINGIS

December 19, 1958

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

This is to certify that John Slown of the Diocese of Joliet,
I1linois was ordained to the Subdiaconate by His Excellency,
The Most Reverend William D, O'Brien, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop -

Archbishop of Chicago on December 1i, 1958 at St. Mary's Mission

House, Techny, Illinois.

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Cletus F. O'Donnell

Vice - Chancellor
i (<7

- b
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ARCHDIOCESE oF CHICAGO 050110

Qanceryy Office

719 NORTH WABASH AVENUE
CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS

December 29, 1958

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

This is to certify that John Slown of the Diocese of Joliet
was ordained to the Diaconate on December 21, 1958 at St.
Andrew's Church, Chicago, Illinois by His Excellency, The
Most Reverend Vincent Brizgys, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop of

Kaunas, Lithuania,

RE. gev. Msgr. é%e%us ﬁ. %&:meﬁ

Vice = Chancellor

l/“/ﬂl
W
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Lisle

A REPORT OF THE RECTOR TO THE MOST REVEREND BISHOP OF JOLIET CONCERNING

HIS ECCLESIASTICAL STUDENTS

JobiSlewn ~ 00 - 2002 -13 - 59 _Joliet
Name of Student Date Diocese
I Sem. Theo, IV e el Diaconate —
Scholastic year completed Last Order received

I. INTELLECTUAL ABILITY

(In answering please underscore)

1.
2.
3.

© PSR e

el el e
o N

ol

Application to study: a) Excellent; b) Average; ¢) Poor.
Written work: a) Excellent; b)_Average: c) Poor.
Subject in which he seems to do best: .

. MORAL AND SPIRITUAL CHARACTERISTICS |

Willingness to work outside of class: a) A volunteer worker; b) Does what he is tola;-; ¢) Reluctant
to work. ST _—

Ability as a leader: a) Inspiring leader; b) Average; c) No leadership ability.
Obedience to authority: a) Obeys with alacrity; b) Merely obeys; c¢) Disobedient.
Amenability to correction and advice: a) Docile; b) Fails to amend; ¢) Incorrigible.
Ability to cooperate: a) Very Cooperative; b) Negative; ¢) Uncooperative.
Sociability : a) _Gracious and kindly; b) Shy and silent; ¢) Anti-social; d) satisfactory.
Conduct in Chapel: a) Exemplary; b) Average; c) Careless about ceremonies.
Fidelity to spiritual exercises: a) Faithful; b) Freqently tardy; c¢) Frequently absent.
Observance of seminary rules: a) Faithful; b) Average; ¢) Unsatisfactory.

General Demeanour: a) Becoming; b) Frivolous; c¢) Worldly.

Humility: a) Humble and submissive; b) Average; ¢) Proud and haughty.
Mortification: a)_Satisfactory; b) A grumbler; c¢) Lacks spirit of mortification.
Silence: a) Faithful observer; b) Average:; ¢ ) Unsatisfactory.

Attitude in general: a) Tactful; b) Cheerful; c¢) Reverent; d) Tricky; e) Irascible.

[II. GENTELMANLINESS

Pérspnal appearance: a) Neat and clean; b) Average; c) Slovenly and unkempt.
His own rooim: a)_Neat and clean; b) Careless; ¢) Disorderly.

Table manners: a) Good; b) Average; ¢) Unsatisfactory.

Courtesy: a) Well manner_eii_; b) Average; c) Poor.

Impression he makes on others: a) Virile and manly; b) Effeminate; ¢) Disagreeable; d) Nega-
tive personality.

P_unctu_ality: a) Punctual at all times; b) Frequently tardy; c) Unsatisfactory.

Ability to get al_ong with people: a) Excellent; b) Average; c¢) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory.
Consideration for others, especially inferiors: a) Superior; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory.
Peculiar home conditions:




Redacted April 2013 - 4/9/13 } \’2{15
Released April 2014 IV. VOICE
1. Ability fo read in public: a) Excellent; b) Average; ¢) Unsatisfactory.
2. Voice: a)_Strong and robust; b) Average; c) Poor; d) Has foreign accent.
3. Defects of speech (if any): Nt —
4. Ability to preach: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor.
5. Conversation: a) Good; b) Hesitant and disjointed; ¢) Poor.
V. PHYSICAL REPORT
1. General health: a) Good; b) Average; ¢) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory. )
2. Surgical operations (if any) : _M_i_ééﬁe_—'—z—-.—*—q 43/{ <
3. Mental disorders: a) Normal; b) Melancholic; c¢) Superiority comple{d-) Inferiority complex;
e) Delusions of grandeur; f) Excessive nervousness; g) An oddity; h) Prefers to be alone rather
than with others.
4. Physical defects: : )'k""‘-"————
V1. ABILITIES
1. His abilities seem to recommend him for the following occupation: a) Journalism; b) Work in the
chancery oﬂiceg ¢) Work among young people; d) An assistant pastorate; e) Work as a teacher;
f) A position in which public speaking plays a major role; g) Athletic work.
2. Heis able to speak a language other than English, viz.,
3. He seems to have a natura] aptitude for . __ , and therefore
the faculty can __saf_ely recommend him_ for higher studies in this matter.
VII. REPORT ON HIS VACATION LETTERS
1. Vacation letter received and a) The pastor recommends him favorably or_highlv: b) The pastor
has the following adverse criticism to make: ___ ; o
VII. OPINION OF THE FACULTY
1. The faculty feels that: a) He should be allowed and urged to continue: b) That he should be ad-

FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 131

monished of his faults and given an opportunity to amend; c) That he should be given another op-
portunity but should not be allowed to receive further Orders until he amends; d) That he should

be dropped from the seminary.

IX. OBSERVATIONS OF THE RECTOR

His spirits have revived with his promotion to Orders. Rev. Mr.
John Slown confines his leardership abilities to his assignment,
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Petitio Candidati Promoturi ad Sacram Ordinem

Fateor et declaro, me cuncta, quae ad naturam et obligationes status clericalis, ac praesertim
ad legem caelibatus sacris ordinibus adnexam, pertinent, plane perspecta habere; volo pariter et con-
stituo omnia et singula eiusdem status onera suscipere, eaque etiam propono ac spondeo, ope divinae

gratiae, integre constanterque servare toto tempore vitae meae.

Testificor, me propositum habere ascendendi ad omnes ordines, nec vero importunis aliorum
precibus, suasionibus, obtestationibus vel pollicitationibus pressum aut allectum ad sacram militiam
impelli, sed libera omnino ac spontanea voluntate, semotis minis, metu, vi vel coactione, sacram or-

dinationem expetere.

Quibus precibus ut qua Episcopus meus benigne annuere velis, revertenti atque obsequenti

animo supplico,

Excellentiae Tuae Reverendissimae,

Servus humillimus.
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April 3, 1959

Rt. Rev, Msgr. Romeo Blanchette, Rev. Mr. John Slown
Vicer General, St. Procopius Seminary
310 Bridge Street, Lisle, Illinois

Joliet, Illinois,

Deear Msgr. Blanchette:

The following 1s the Information that you requested from the
candidates for the priesthood - 1959,

l. 3 glossy prints of self enclosed with this letter,

2. Date of birth.
Feruary 15, 1933

3. Plsce of birth.
Chicago, Illincis

4, Home address.
1533 Washilngton Avenue
Wilmette, Illinois

5. Home parish.
St. Joseph Church
Wilmette, Illinois

€. Nationality.
German

T. Father's full neme( deceased - Oct. 2, 1958 )
Mr. John Charles Slown

8e Mother's maiden name ( living )
Mergaret Helen Schinler

9 & 10, Reeding and speaking inowledge of language other thaa Znglish,
Eight years ago, I wae capable of reading end speaking
Spenish quite well, In that I have not used this language for
this length of time, I have become very rusty in 1its use. But
with some brushing up on the subject, I feel confident that
I could once agein read and speegk Spenish fluently.

11. Preparstory Educastion.
graede - St, Joseph, Wilmette, Ill, - 8yrs,
high -~ Loyola Academy, Chiceago, Ill, = 4yrs.
college - 5t. FProcopius, Lisle, Ill. - 2yrs.
gseminary - St. Procopius Seminary, Lisle, Ill, - 6yrs.
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12. Degrees earned.
Bachelor of Arts

13, Time end dste of First Solemn Mass,
11:00 a.m.
June 6th, 1959

14, Church of first Sclemn Mass.
St. Joseph Church
Wilmette, Illinois

15. Assistant Prlest.
Rt. Rev, Msgr, John A, Neumann = pastor of home perish

16, Deacon.
Hev, Herbert Boesen - assistant at home parish

17. Subcleecon.
Kev. Hobert F. Sauer - assistant at home parish

18, The Most Rev. Raymond P. Hillinger, D.D. - Preacher.

On Saturdesy, June 13, 1959, I heve been asked to be dsacon at a
wedding in my home parish., I am wondering whether or not I will be
able to accept this date, due to the fect thet the newly ordained
priests might have to report to their assigned parishes also on this
day. Would you please inform me, at your earliest convenience, as to
whet I should do coneerning this matter?

Thenking you for vour kind considerestion of this matter and with
best wlshes, I remsin

RE ~

é é 7 Sincerel ours in Christ

ﬂ@'&ﬂm
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DIOCESE OF JOLIET

Céauur# O//;“ C \: \:f 1 16

310 BRIDGE STREET
JOLIET, ILLINOIS

His Excellency,
The Most Rev. Martin D, McNamara,
Bishop of Joliet in Illinois,

Your Excellency:

Realizing what it may mean to me in the future,
conscious of the source of edification which it will
certainly be for others, and glad of an ty
to comply with your wish, which has as its obJect my
own welfare and the welfare of those who may be en-
trusted to my care, I willingly bind myself for five
years from the day of my ordination to the priesthood
to abstain from all intoxicants.

With sentiments of reverence and obedience, I beg
to remain,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Date: : é//fff
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Wilmette, I1lineis

Die, '}3 6) mensis é‘ //Q}‘/ anno._ /éf?{? ;

Reverende Domine, / y F -
Bl (X fs
) 5 A Vil

Per has litteras te monitum velim, me die #, smensis,. ..
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N ]
anno_l%_g:é";. instantem promotionem D, do&nnis Slown

ad sacrum, esbyteratus  ordinem proclamasse, nec ullum, quod referrem,

impedimentum mihi exinde innotuisse.
Cum sensibus peculiaris aestimationis-permaneo
E 19& devotissimus,
L § i B IS ’@'Ar'
’.' .' £ ' £ o, IL.
Reverendo D. Seminarii Rectori, Vil = 0. (,(f{’ri/i 1S
Lisle, Illinois. P f/ Parochus.

/

(L.8.) /
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DECLARATIO 050122

(Propria manu subscribenda a

candidatis in singulis Sacris Ordinibus
Suscipiendis, iuramento coram

Ordinario praestito - 4.A.S., Vol.23, p. 127)

T e R

%”’.M - Wwﬂw/ﬂfzww%_
e e ol suiricbion el eslon gt
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b o e
taces Aol : “ . birvd ac
W/%memjkw%d
Lo b el ' |

= ‘ filadiw Loy Mﬂwmﬂw
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—A¢£4, Z 7 A¢4¢;f,4Vzrz~42:),4£4;>,¢2;4u5;,45¢;a/¢a¢£-¢4éazaf;&££;L@@&zf;

Sote dancle Lo W/WWM%

&WW o

(Nomen) 2. _ﬁ/. M

e expositorum veracitate fidem facio Datum Seminaric S.Procopii, Lisl-. I11.

ie Mensis 4 Anni _/Z§ Z Die (ﬁ Mensis %11 Anni /95 7
7/4(7* i
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Litterac Testimoniales Rectoris Seminarii de Roquisitis ad Ordines Suscipicndas

Ezo, infrascriptus Rector Seminarii Sancti Procopii,

Lisle, Illinois, testor

juris requisita ut possit promoveri ad ordinem (ba)

Das £P:M| @ Xore Keeg - Titc explevisse, In specie,
testor cum esse baptizatum, chrismate signatum, bonis

moribus praeditum, a parocho suo commendatum, a Roctore et
facultate hujus seminarii approbatum, hunc ordinem Thag
Drmines) sua sponte petivisse, studia secundum praescripta
Canonis 976 peregisse ¢t examen in quantum necessarium ad
normam Canonis 996, #2 feliciter explevisse, examen de

ordine (Ssus) suscipiendo M subiisse, exercitia spiri-
tualia per Twes (sex) intogros dies pewesisse—{we} peracturum
esse), litteras testimoniales in quantum necessarias obtinuisse,

nulli impedimento vel irresularitati obnoxium esse, et ordinem

praeﬂm—_M’ iam recipisse,

Datum ex aedibus Seminarii Sti. Procopii die Zé mensis th;‘ﬁ Annom

(sigillum)
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Ego, N.N., Joannes Slown

firma fide credo et profiteor omnia et singula, quae continentur in symbolo Fidei,
quo sancta Romana Ecclesia utitur, videlicet: Credo in unum Deum, Patrem ommni-
potentem, factorem caeli et terrae, visibilium omnium et invisibilium. Et in unum
Dominum Iesum Christum, Filium Dei unigenitum. FEt ex Patre natum ante om-
nia saecula. Deum de Deo, lumen de lumine, Deum verum de Deo vero. Genitum,
non factum, consubstantialem Patri: per quem ommnia facta sunt. Qui propter nos
homines et propter nostram salutem descendit de caelis. Et incarnatus est de Spiritu
Sancto ex Maria Virgine, et Homo factus est. Crucifixus etiam pro nobis; sub Pontio
Pilato passus, et sepultus est. Et resurrexit tertia die, secundum Scripturas. Et
ascendit in caelum, sedet ad dexteram Patris. Et iterum venturus est cum gloria
iudicare vivos et mortuos; cuius regni non erit finis. Et in Spiritum Sanctum, Do-
minum, et vivificantem; qui ex Patre Filioque procedit. Qui cum Patre et Filio simul
adoratur et conglorificatur, qui locutus est per Prophetas. Et Unam, Sanctam,
Catholicam et Apostolicam Ecclesiam. Confiteor unum Baptisma in remissionem
"3 peccatorum. Et expecto resurrectionem mortuorum. FEt vitam venturi saeculi.
Amen. Apostolicas et ecclesiasticas traditiones, reliquasque eiusdem Ecclesiae obser-
vationes et constitutiones firmissime admitto et amplector. Item sacram Scripturam
iuxta eum sensum, quem tenuit et tenet sancta Mater Ecclesia, cuius est iudicare de
vero sensu et interpretatione sacrarum Scripturarum, admitto; nec eam unquam, nisi
iuxta unanimem consensum Patrum, accipiam et interpretabor. Profiteor quoque
septem esse vere et proprie Sacramenta novae Legis a Iesu Christo Domino nostro
instituta, atque ad salutem humani generis, licet non omnia singulis, necessaria,
scilicet, Baptismum, Confirmationem, Eucharistiam, Paenitentiam, Extremam Unec-
tionem, Ordinem et Matrimonium: illaque gratiam conferre; et ex his Baptismum,
Confirmationem et Ordinem sine sacrilegio reiterari non posse. Receptos quogue et
approbatos Ecclesiae Catholicae ritus in supradictorum omnium Sacramentorum sol-
lemni administratione recipio et admitto. Omnia et singula, quae de peccato originali
et de iustificatione in sacrosancta Tridentina Synodo definita et declarata fuerunt,-
amplector et recipio. Profiteor pariter in Missa offerri Deo verum, proprium et pro
pitiatorium Sacrificium pro vivis et defunctis; atque in sanctissimo Eucharistiae
sacramento esse vere, realiter et substantialiter Corpus et Sanguinem una cum anima
et divinitate Domini nostri Tesu Christi, fierique conversionem totius substantiae
panis in Corpus et totius substantiae vini in Sanguinem, quam conversionem Catholica
Ecclesia Transubstantiationem appellat. Fateor etiam sub altera tantum specie to-
tum atque integrum Christum, verumque Sacramentum sumi. Constanter teneo Pur-
gatorium esse, animasque ibi detentas fidelium suffragiis iuvari. Similiter et Sanctos
una cum Christo regnantes venerandos atque invocandos esse, eosque orationes Deo
pro nobis offerre, atque eorum Reliquias esse venerandas. Firmiter assero imagines
Christi, ac Deiparae semper Virginis, nec non aliorum Sanctorum habendas et reti-
nendas esse, atque eis debitum honorem ac venerationem impertiendam. Indulgenti-
arum etiam potestatem a Christo in Ecclesia relictam fuisse, illarumque usum Christi-
ano populo maxime salutarem esse affirmo. Sanctam, Catholicam et Apostolicam
Romanam Ecclesiam, omnium ecclesiarum matrem et magistram agnosco, Romano-
que Pontifice, beati Petri Aposgfolorum Principis successori, ac Iesu Christi Vicario
veram obedientiam spondeo ac iuro. Caetera item ommnia a sacris Canonibus et
Oecumenicis Conciliis, ac ?raecipue a sacrosancta Tridentina Synodo, et ab cecu-
menico Concilio Vaticano tradita, definita ac declarata, praesertim de Romani Ponti-
ficis Primatu et infallibili magisterio, indubitanter recipio atque profiteor; simulque
contraria omnia, atque haereses quascumque ab Ecclesia damnatas et reiectas et
anathematizatas, ego pariter damno, reiicio, et anathematizo. Hanc veram Catholi-
cam Fidem, extra quam nemo salvus esse potest, quam in praesenti sponte profiteor
et veraciter teneo, eandem integram et inviolatam usque ad extremum vitae spiritum
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constantissime, Deo adiuvante, retinere et confiteri, atque a meis subditis, seu illis,
quorum cura ad me in munere meo spectabit, teneri, et doceri et praedicari, quantum
in me erit, curaturum, ego idem N. spondeo, voveo ac iuro.

Item firmiter amplector ac recipio
omnia et singula, quae ab inerranti
Ecclesiae magisterio definita, adserta ac
declarata sunt, praesertim ea doctrinae
capita, quae huius temporis erroribus
directo adversantur. Ac primum qui-
dem Deum, rerum omnium principium
et finem, naturali rationis lumine per ea
quae facta sunt, hoc est, per wsibilia
creationis opera, tamquam causam per
effectus, certo cognosci, adeoque de-
monstrari etiam posse, profiteor. Se-
cundo: Externa revelationis argumenta,
hoc est, facta divina, in primisque mira-
cula et prophetias admitto et agnosco
tamquam signa certssima divinitus or-
tae Christianae Religionis, eademque
teneo aetatum omnium atque homi-
num, etiam huius temporis, intelligen-
tiae esse maxime accommodata. Ter-
tio: Firma pariter fide credo, Ecclesiam,
verbi revelati custodem et magistram,
per ipsum verum atque historicum
Christum, cum apud nos degeret, pro-
xime ac directo institutam, eandemque
super Petrum, apostolicae hierarchiae
principem eiusque in aevum successores
aedificatam. Quarto: Fidei doctrinam
ab Apostolis per orthodoxos Patres
eodem sensu eademque semper senten-
tia ad nos usque transmissam, sincere
recipio; ideoque prorsus reiicio haereti-
cum commentum evolutionis dogma-
tum, ab uno in alium sensum transeun-
tium, diversum ab eo, quem prius habuit
Ecclesia; pariterque damno errorem om-
nem, quo divino deposito, Christi Spon-
sae tradito ab Eaque fideliter custodien-
do, sufficitur philosophicum inventum,
vel creatio humanae conscientiae, homi-
num conatu sensim efformatae et in
posterum indefinito progressu perfici-
endae. Quinto: Certissime teneo ac
sincere profitor, Fidem non esse cae-
cum sensum religionis e latebris sub-
conscientige erumpentem, sul] pressione
cordis et inflexionis voluntatis moraliter
informatae, sed verum gésensum intel-
lectus veritati extrinsecus acceptae ex
auditu, quo nempe, quae a Deo per-
sonali, creatore ac domino nostro dicta,
testata et revelata sunt, vera esse credi-
mus, propter Dei auctoritatem summe
veracis.

“I.... firmly hold and accept each
and every definition of the unerring
teaching of the Church, with all she has
maintained and declared, but especially
those points of doctrine which express-
ly combat the errors of our time. In
the first place I profess my belief that
God, the beginning and end of all, can
be certainly known and therefore proved
to exist by the natural light of reason
from the things that are made, that is,
from the visible works of the creation
as a cause from its effects. Next I
recognize and acknowledge the external
arguments of revelation, that is, divine
facts, especially miracles and prophe-
cies, as most certain signs of the divine
origin of the Christian religion, and I
hold that these are altogether suited to
the understanding of every age and of
all men, also of our times. Thirdly,
I likewise hold with firm faith that the
Church, the guardian and exponent of
the revealed Word, was proximately and
directly founded by the true and his-
toric Christ Himself, while He dwelt
amongst us, and that she was also built
upon Peter, the Prince of the Apostolic
Hierarchy, and upon his successors to
the end of time. Fourthly, I sincerely
accept the teaching of faith as trans-
mitted down to us from the Apostles
through the orthodox Fathers in the
same sense and even in the same word-
ing; and, therefore, I wholly reject the
heretical notions of the evolution of
dogmas, which pass from one sense to
another alien to that which the Church
held from the start; and I likewise con-
demn every error whereby is substitut-
ed for the divine deposit, entrusted by
Christ to His Spouse and by Her to be
faithfully guarded, a philosophic sys-
tem or the creation of a human con-
sciousness, gradually refined by the
striving of men and finally to be per-
fected hereafter by indefinite progress.
Fifthly, I hold for certain and sincerely
profess that Faith is not a blind religious
sense making its way out of the hidden
regions of the sub-liminal consciousness,
morally tinged by the influence of heart
and will, but is a true assent of the in-
tellect to truth received from without
by hearing, an assent whereby we be-
lieve to be true, because of the authority
of the all-true God, whatever by the
personal God, our Creator and Lord,
has been spoken, testified and revealed.

146 2L O



FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO.

Redacted April 2013 - 4/9/13

Released April 2014

Me etiam, qua par est, reverentia,
subiicio totoque animo adhaereo dam-
nationibus, declarationibus, praescrip-
tis omnibus, quae in Encyclicis litteris
“Pascendi” et in Decreto “Lamentabi-
1" continentur, praesertim circa eam
quam historiam dogmatum vocant.
Idem reprobo errorem affirmantium,
propositam ab Ecclesia fidem posse his-
toriae repugnare, et Catholica dogmata,
quo sensu nunc intelliguntur, cum veri-
oribus Christianae religionis originibus
componi non pesse. Damno quedgue
ac reiicio eorum sententiam, qui dicunt,
Christianum hominem eruditiorem in-
duere personam duplicem, aliam cre-
dentis, aliam historici, quasi liceret his-
torico ea retinere, quae credentis fidei
contradicant, aut praemissas adstruere,
ex quibus consequatur dogmata esse aut
falsa aut dubia, modo haec directo non
denegentur. Reprobo pariter eam Scrip-
turae Sanctae diindicandae atque inter-
pretandae rationem, quae, FEcclesiae
traditione, analogia Fidei, et Apostolicae
Sedis normis posthabitis, rafzonalisia-
rum commentis inhaeret, et criticen tex-
tus velut unicam supremamque regu-
lam, haud minus licenter quam temere
amplectitur. Sententiam praeterea il-
lorum reiicio qui tenent, doctori disci-
plinae historicae theologicae tradendae,
aut iis de rebus scribenti seponendam
prius esse opinionem ante conceptam
sive de supernaturali origine Catholicae
traditionis, sive de promissa divinitus
ope ad perennem conservationem unius-
cuiusque revelati veri; deinde scripta
Patrum singulorum interpretanda solis
scientiae principiis, sacra qualibet auc-
toritate seclusa, eaque iudicii libertate,
qua profana quaevis momunenta solent
investigari. In universum denique me
alienissinum ab errore profiteor, gquo
modernistae tenent in sacra traditione
nihil inesse divini; aut, quod longe dete-
rius, pantheistico sensu illud admittunt;
ita ut nihil iam restet nisi nudum fac-
tum et simplex, communibus historiae
factis aequandum ; hominum nempe sua
industria, sollertia, ingenio scholam a
Christo eiusque Apostolis inch}iatam per
subsequentes aetates continuantium.
Proinde fidem Patrum firmissime reti-
neo et ad extremum vitae spiritum
retinebo, de charismate verifatis certo,
quod est, fuit eritque semper in episcopa-
tus ab Aposiolis successione; non ut id

“T further, with ail due reverence,
submit and with my whole mind ad-
here to all the condemnations, declara-
tions, and ordinances contained in the
Encyclical letter Pascend: and in the
Decree Lamentabili, particularly re-
garding what is called the history of
Dogma.

“I also reject the error of those who
aver that the Faith proposed by the
Church may be in conflict with history,
and that Catholic dogmas in the sense
in which they are now understood can-
not be harmonized with the more truth-
ful “origins” of Christianity. More-
over, I condemn and reject the opinion
which declares that a Christian man of
better culture can assume a dual per-
sonality, one as a believer and another
as an historian, as if it were permissible
for the historian to hold fast what his
faith as a believer contradicts, or to lay
down premises from which there fol-
lows the falsity or the uncertainty of
dogmas, provided only that these are
not directly denied. Likewise I reject
that method of estimating and interpret-
ing Holy Writ, which, setting aside the
Church’s tradition and the analogy of
Faith and the rules of the Apostolic See,
adopts the rationalists’ principles and
with equal arbitrariness and rashness
considers criticisin of the text the one
only supreme rule. Furthermore, I re-
ject the opinion of those who hold that
a teacher of the science of Historical
Theology or the writer on the subject
must first put aside the notions pre-
viously conceived about the superna-
tural origin of Catholic tradition or
about the divine aid promised for the
perpetual preservation of each revealed
truth; then, that the writings of in-
dividual Fathers must be interpreted
solely by the data of science, without
any reference to sacred authority, and
with that freedom of judgment where-
with every profane record is usually
examined.

“Finally and in general, I declare
myself to be far removed from the error
of the modernists who hold that in
sacred tradition there is nothing inher-
ently divine; or who—far worse still—
admit it in a pantheistic sense; so that
thus there would remain only a bare
simple fact equal to the ordinary facts
of history, viz., that the school started
by Christ and His Apostles finds, in the
ages that follow, men to carry it on by
their energy, their skill, and their genius.
Wherefore most firmly do retain and
to my last breath will I retain the Faith
of the Fathers of the Church concern-
ing the sure endowment of truth, which
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teneatur quod melius et aptius videri
possit secundum suam cuiusque aetatis
culturam, sed ut nunguam aliter creda-
tur, nunquam aliter intelligatur abso-
luta et immutabilis veritas ab initio per
Apostolos praedicata.

Haec omnia spondeo me fideliter, in-
tegre sincereque servaturum et inviola-
biliter custoditurum, nusquam ab iis
sive in docendo sive quomodolibet ver-
bis scriptisque deflectendo. Sic spon-
deo, sic iuro, sic me Deus adjuvet, et
haec santa Dei Evangelia.

Subscribitur ........

is, has been, and ever will be in the suc-
cession of the Episcopate from the
Apostles; not in such a way that what
seems best and most fitting according
to the refinement of each age may be
held, but that the absolute and wun-
changeable truth preached from the be-
ginning by the Apostles may never in
any different wise be believed, never in
any different wise be understood.

All this I promise that I will faithfully,
entirely and sincerely keep and in-
violably guard, and from this never in
teaching or howsoever by word or writ-
ing in the least depart. So I promise,
so I swear, so help me God and these

His holy Gospels.

ptrnennr oz

Ex loco.. Cancellariae Joliebbtensis,. Jelietbas, Illinois. . .. ...

A.D... 1959

QM.& Jatl-r757

testamur.

DI et et

tum rite coram nobx?cm

Delegatis Epissogi)

"‘Si quis autem, quod Deus avertat, iusiurandum violare ausus fuerit, ad Sancti
Officii tribunal illico deferatur.” (Motu Proprio ‘“Sacrorum Antistitum.’)

REMARKS
1. The Profession of Faith is made and the Oath taken before the Ordinary

of the place or his Delegate by:
a) the Viear General,
b) the Diocesan Consultors,
¢) the Censor of hooks,
d) Pastors,

)L,E) Confessors and Preachers before they receive the faculty to exercise

f) Clencs caga?into Subdeaconshlp,
g) Superiors and Professors in the Grand Seminary.
(Cf. C. 1406 et Motu Prop. Pii PP. X., Sept. 1, 1910.)
2. When several take the Oath at the same time, one may read the formula
aloud; at the end each one, placing his hand on the gospels reads the words ‘“Haec

omnia spondeo,” etc., and signs his name.

(S C. Consist. Oct. 25, 1910.)

3. The document is to be kept in the safe of the diocesan curia.

ABBEY BTUDENT PRINT,
BT. BENEDICT'S COLLEGE, ATCHISON, KANS.
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St. Michuel's Rectory L5128

314 WEST WILLOW AVENUE
WHEATON, ILLINOIS

Rt, Rev, Msgr. R. Blanchette
Chancery Office

310 Bridge Street

Joliet, Illinois

Rev, and Dear Monsignor:

Permission is requested for the possession and use
of a car (Chevrolet) by Father John Slown. The extent
of our parish necessitates the use of such a time saving
vehicle as does the fact that we have no local hospital.
Our hospital visitations are numerous and widely scattered
over Dupage County. Father's mother is a widow, living
in Wilmette,

We will greatly appreciate your consideration and
early approbation of this request.

Sincerely, P

- - 5 - )
M e | -+ - » A
&\I— - J | 7
Rev, J s F..Lynch
Administrator
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Rt. Rev. Msgr. Romeo Blanchette,
Office,

310 Bridge Street,

Joliet, Illinois,

Dear HMsgr. Blanchette:

This letter is to notify you that I have made a Will and Testament,
in compliance with the requirements of Statute § of the First Synod of the Diocese
of Joliet, The Last Will and Testament is located in a safety deposit box in the
vault of the Wilmette State Bank, Wilmette, Illinois. The safety deposit box is
registered in the name of Rev, John C, Slown and Mrs, Margaret Slown.

With all best wishes and prayers, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,
r':?'I

, i .-
/);"f -

Rev. John C, Slowm
S i S
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June 17, 1959 Sotit s
| i3 ‘-;_.'.
Rev, Johw Slown :
Ste Hicha : , T .
31, West Willow Avenue = _ R

wWheaton, Illinois
Dear Father Slown:

Since Father Iymch and you feel that a car is nﬂoesaary for mr
‘work in the parish, permission is hersby given you to purchase a car
that would be suitable., We ask that you take out liabﬂity insurance
whith:will mention the Bishop as well as the parish in case of liability
claims, + know that you will use the car for parochial work, except on
your day off, uhenitmnmsmformtoﬂdtm&ienﬂaorﬂh—

tives or to take necessary recreation.

With best wishes, I renain, S ;
S = Sincerely yours in Christ, '
: oy

The Rt. Rev. !hgr linmeo Etmch&tte : \‘.-" %
Viear Gsnernl 2R

ERBapf : _ Gl Lenag
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314 WEST WILLOW AVENUE
WHEATON, ILLINOIS

Thursday, July 23, 1959

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Romeo Blanchette,
Chancery Office,

310 Bridge Street,

Joliet, Illinois.

Dear Msgr. Blanchette:

I am very sorry, but I will pot be able to attend this years
annual "Get-Together" for the m ajor seminarians and newly ordained priests
of this diocese. A wedding, that I am to officiate at on Saturday morning,
August 1, is the reason why I am unable to attend the "Get-Together'. Thank
you very much for the invitation, but please hold me excused.

Enclosed with this letter, you will find a check for $90. This is
my personal offering for the Joliet Clergy Insurance Plan. Thank you for
taking care of this matter for me.

With all best wishes and prayers, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

/ V4 -
an ( " ,elé“%
Re¥. John C. Slown

TT—
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Jum3, 1963

Dear Father Slowms:

Effective June 15, 1963, I hereby appoint you assistant to the
Rt, Rev. Msgr. Vincent Cloos, pastor of St. John the Baptizt Church,
Winfield, Illinois, tramsferring you as assistant tv the Reverend
James Lynch, pastor of St. Michael Parish, Wheaton, Illinois., You
will kindly repart for duty to Monsignor Cloos on Saturday, .’fam 15,
1963.

I hereby grant you general delegation for marriages in St. John
the Baptist Parish, m.nﬁeld, Illinois. For any marriages at 31‘-.
Michael Parish, please sbtain delegation in each case,

wmusmcvmhlg:mmtm:xulppommt, Im!.n
Sincerely yours in Christ,

The Rt. Rev. Msgr. lea Blanchette
Vicar Ceneral
By Special Mandate

The Rev, Jnhnf@}?]

St. Michael Churc 3
315 W, Illinois Street

Wheaton, Illinois
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To whom it may concern,

=7 7 2
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> -

has made a spiritual retreat with us
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Guestmaster
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Name and address of the one to whom the notice
is to be sent:
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To whom it may concern,
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St gof;rz the fBapti::t Chuzch

217 5. CHURCH ROAD
WINFIELD, ILLINOIS 60190

April 25,1968

Most Rev. Romeo Re. Blanchette, D.D.
Chancery Office

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60L35

Dear Bishop Elanchette:

In September of 1966, you graciously listened to my request to
go on for further study in the field of psychologys. In May of 1967, you
told me that there was a possitility to commence this study in the fall
of 1968, because of the number of men that would be ordained that year. At
this time, I am wondering what is your decision on this matter., However, as
you know, whatever you decide, I will accept it as God's Will.

If your decision is to the negative, may I then make a request from
you? Would it be possible for me to remain at St, John the Baptist Church,
Winfield, Illinois for one or more years? Why? As you may know, I have been
very active in C.C.D, both at St, Michael's and at St. John's. Two years ago
one of Ste. John's C.C.D. Executive Board members suggested that we hire a co-
ordinator for the program, as well as to co-ordinate the total Religious Edu-
ca tion for the people of the Parish from the cradle to the gravs. The perscn
for this job was to be preferably a religious with a catechetical background,
some administrative ability and teaching experisnce. Well, this suggestion is
finally becoming a reality, with full approval and backing of Msgr. Vincent
Cloos. We have the School Sisters of St. Francis from the Rockford Province
and Sr. Jona, cne of their consultants to the Mother Supericr, said that she
will have one of their sisters available for this position. However, Sr. Jona
knows my feelings about, determination and motivation for C.C.D. and 2 total
parish program of Religious Educatione. Therefore, she said that it would be
easier for this sister to orientate herself intc the job that lies ahead of
her, if I would be able to remain stationed at St. John's for a year or more.
Thus, this is the reason for this request, Msgr., Vincemt Cloos told me that
he was at the Chancery Office last week and made the request that if there
was to be a change of assistants at St, John's this year that the replacement
should be interested and active in C.C.D. If I stay, maybe this will be a help
to you in making the necessary changes of assistants in the diccese. Again,
whatever you decide will be accepted as God's Will.

Alsc, dear Bishop, I would like permission to pray my Divine Office
in the vernacular - English. I feel, as stated in the "Constitution on the
Sacred Liturgy" that the uss of latin constitutes a grave obstacle for me in
praying the o6ffice properly. '

N

With all best wishes and thanking you for considering the above
mentioned matters, I remain, Your servant in/ﬁhrlst

Reféefre%olgj : Oe smm_;I j

.'\‘___/’.‘.
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April 30, 1968

St. John the Bapurst Church
298 Church Street
Winfield, Illinois 60190
Dear Father Slown:

1 wish to acknowledge your recent letter concerning the possibility of
further study. As you know, I have a large committee that advises me on these
matters of assignments, The request as well as the reasons alleged will be made
known to the committee.

I would like to tell you that your request to say the Divine Office in
the vernacular is hereby granted. I trust, however, that you will not abandon the
Latin completely., The latter is merely an exhortation.

With best wishes, I remain

Cordially yours in Christ,

Bishop of Joliet
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May 14, 1968

Reverend John Slown

St. John the Baptist Chuxch
298 Church Strest
Winfield, Illinois 60190

Deax Father Slown:

Could you please arrang
Chancery Office, Friday, May 17,
passible, would you call iy secreta:
be mutuslly convenient.

yo
to see me? If this is not
she could arrange 2 time that would

AR
=

O oK
o H
b
tA
(Y

With best wishes, [ remain

Cordially yours in Christ,

Bishap of Joliet
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Hay 16, 1968

The Rt. Rev. Hﬁ@'o Vincent Cloos
8%. John Church

298 Church Street

Winfield, Illinois 60190

Bear Monsignor Cloost

The request of Father Slown to be permitted to remain at St. John's
Parish, Winfield, was conditioned upon his receiving a nagative reply
to his origimal request to continue studies in psychology. Sinece the
Bishop is indicating to him that he has made an affirmative reply,

%o his request to continue his studles in ppychology, the guestion of
Father Slown's remaining at Winfisld does not ssem to be pertinent
at the time.

Therefore, as we discussed, Father William Irwin will be appoinied to
assist you at Winfield.

With kindest wishes, I am
Sincsrely yours in Christ,

The Very Reverend Daniel L., Ryan
Chancellor

DiRslrm
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May 28, 1968

Reverend John Slown

St. John the Baptist Church
298 Church Street
Winfield, Illinois 60190

Dear Father Slown:

Effective June 13, 1968, we are assigning you to post-graduate work
in peychology at Loyola University, with residence at St. Scholastica Parish in
Woodridge, Illinois. At Woodridge, vou will be expected to say Mass in the
moxrnings and to provide weekend help, i.e., confessions, M.aaemdaemms
¥ou will report to St. Scholastica Parish on June 15, 1968, =uiiS e

With best wishes, | remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Joliet

RRB:gmh
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May 28, 1968

The Rev. John Slown

8t. John the Baptist Church
298 Church Streeb
Winfisld, Illinois 60150
Dear Jack:

Bishop Blancuebte suggested to me today that it might be well for you
4o contact Father Bugene Kemnedy at Maryimoll, to see if he could help
you to gebt into graduate school.

With best wishes, I am
Sincerely yours in Christ,

PThe Yery Reverend Deniel L. Byan
Chaneellor
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This is ‘your receipt

IO RRE ORJOLET. No.

Chicago 11, il

169

Verify the amount.

Date Reference Charge Credit
Vel 1% 7
Fr, John Slgwn has alreidy paid this a.Lnount.
JUN 1768~ 365
B 17-68 « 36623 ' D 110.0C
— N17-68 & 367 o 110.0C| o 00

p b
7 -

(Do not insert beyond this line)

Prompt nofification of any change of class or withdrawal from class will prevent

false charges on your account.

PLEASE NOTIFY BURSAR OF ANY CHANGE OF ADDRESS.
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June 2}, 1963

St. Scho & Church
7800 Janss Aveme

Yoodridge
PO, Downers Grove, Mlinods 60515
Dear Father Slowms

I have hed an opportunity te discuss with Bishop Hlanchstte yowr financisl
arrangements. The Dlocese of Joliet, from its semimary account, will be
responsible, during the course of your studies, %o provide you with the
appropriste salary of an assistant pastor, and with the customary auto-
mobile allowances. For this purpose, would you kindly indicate to me
whether or mot you are presently on the fleet plan.

The diocese will also be responsible for all of your tuitions
Hmwﬂlinﬂmtatomthueehrgnuth&ymm,lvﬂlm
care of seeing that they are peid. .

It is understood that the perish of St, Scholastica will provide you with
roon and board in return for your services %o the parish. :

¥ith kindest wishes, I en |
wm_ﬁﬁ Christ,

The Very Raverend Danlel L. Ryan
Chancellor :

MRelmm
ces  The + Lowsll Fischer
Boolklteeper, Chancery Office
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ST. SCHOLASTICA PARISH

7800 JANES AVENUE .+ WOODRIDGE. ILL. 60515
POST OFFICE DOWNERS GROVE

July 1, 1968

The Very Reverend Daniel L, Ryan
Chancery Office
. L25 Summit Street
4 Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear Father Ryan:

Thenk you very much, Dan, for talking to Bishop Blanchette
concerning the financial set up for me, As for my car, I am not en
the fleet plan, Also as the payment for my tuition comes due, L
will notify you.

With all best wishes, I remain,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

YBAY 3
A

H J__-\_ﬁ:f 4 {\ . /‘?{‘ {6"‘6& ?L_/

Reverend John Co Slewn

e

o= e
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ST. SCHOLASTICA PARISH

7800 JANES AVENUE . WOODRIDGE. ILL. 60515
POST OFFICE DOWNERS GROVE

July 9, 1968

Most Rev., Ramneo R. Blanchette,D.D,
Chancery Office

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60435

At this time, I wish to thank you very much for the opportunity
that you afforded me to go on for studies in psychology. I am sorry that
it didn't work out the way that it was planned. As you said, it must be
the working of the Holy Spirit.

In reviewing what tock place over these past two weeks, I thought

that the following points might be of same help to you in the future,

1. A priest needs sufficient time to fully look into the program
and course of studies that he desires,

2+ This priest should have adequate consultation in his field of endeavor,
ege, as to the courses he should first take, what particular field of
a general subject he should study, etc.

3. This priest should not have to travel more than % hour fram his place
of residence to the school he is attending; preferably the priest
should live on campus,

. If the priest is to reside at a parish, there should be sufficient
priests assigned to the parish in order to take care eof its needs,

A priest can not study full time and be envolved in the parish.

With all best wishes and the assurance of my prayers, I remain,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

- g ¥
AL T
i .'4_"1"’-"‘ -

\ Reverénd John C, Slewn
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AMOUNT PAID CHARGES DUE REFUND

SouldZ

Reféased Agabm1£,. Slown

PARTIAL refund of payment made: 110,00

LESS: 40% due at time of withdrawal: k2.00
registration feej 5.00 47.00 63.00

The attached check is in full settlement of your acecount.

f : retu
:ll nutn:::m please rn without alterations and state Audited mb Apprwﬂ@j
,
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ST. SCHOLASTICA PARISH

7800 JANES AVENUE - WOODRIDGE, ILL. 60515
POST OFFICE DOWNERS GROVE

July 29,1968

Very Reverend Daniel L, Ryan
Chancery Office

125 Summit Street

Joliety Illinois 60435

Dear Father Ryan:

Enclosed is a rebate fram Loyola University for my tuitiene
I wish to take this opportunity to thank you for all that yeu did
for me in this regards.

With all best wishes, L remain,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

) i @ M
b & 4

Re;?‘erend John C, Slowm

e —— T
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'February 20, 1969

—
The Rev. Johémcﬁ”/
St. Scholastica TThuzxch
7800 Junes Avenue

Woodridge
Downers Grove, lilinois 60515

Dear Jack:

Perm ssion is herewith granted by way of exception, for you to make a private.
retreat at New Mellary or Gethsemane. You indicated to me on the phone that
you are in contact with Father Brown at Mundelein about this,

It is understood, of course, that a similar permission, under the present
arrangement, will nbt be forthcoming for another five or ten years.

Would you kindl y have the director of the retreat house which you will attend
send me a little notice when you have completed your retreat.

W:th kindest wishes, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

The Very Reverend Daniel L. Ryan
Chancel loxr

DLR:lrm
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To whom it may concern,

Father John C Slown, and (/) 5
Father James Fitzgerald, 2 -

has made a spiritual retreat with us
from Monday, Jan. 31

to Thursday, Feb. 3, 1972

. (#5.) Doariall

Guestmaster SCsd.

Name and address of the one to whom the notice

is to be sent:
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April 18, 1972

7800 Janes Avenue
Woodridge Illinois 60515

Dear Father Slown:

suuiSﬁ

After a meeting with the Executive Committee
of the Diocesan Personnel Ecoard, I received a recon:mendation

that it might be well if you had a chance to speak with re

concerning their recommendatians or lack of recorrmendations

so that there will be no misunderstanding.

I would, then, be very happy to discuss this

matter with you at your earliest convenience. I am setting
Friday morning, April 21st, at 10:00 o'clock, as a tentative
appointment.

With best wishes, I remain

Cordially yours in Christ,

Bishop of Joliet
RRE /ema
v
S aged e P
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November 3, 1972

pastorate 2! Saiat Mai

. succeed the Revaread Vis
{1
il i@

b .

e - P

i e = EEF I 1. i
e N By semol SekEs £ H £
POsSesslon v ana JUPL3JiCion ln saint Midgudigne JariHn

as soon as yuu make, va November b,

profession o' taita bewre our Chancelior ox Vice-Coancelior.
acting as our delegace, according o the provisioas O canon
law. Kindly call the Cnancerxy for an ap oipiment.

Wishing you God's plessiag

in your new assignment, I remiain

Cordially yours in Christ,

Bishop of Joliet

RRB/dlr
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S. Cong. Doct, Fidei
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

"I, Rev. John C. Slown ”, with firm faith, believe and profess all and everything
that is contained in the Symbol of Faith that is:"

I believe in one God, The Father almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth, and of

all things visible and invisible. And I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the
Only-begotten Son of God. Born of the Father before all ages. God of God,

Light of Light, true God of true God. Begotten, not made, of one substance with
the Father, By Whom all things were made. Who for us men and for our salva-
tion came down from heaven, And He became flesh by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin
Mary: And was made Man. He was also crucified for us, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, and was buried. And on the third day He rose again, according to the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead. And of His kingdom
there will be no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who together with the Father and the
Son is adored and glorified, and Who spoke through the prophets. And one holy,
Catholic, and Apostolic Church. I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
And I await the resurrection of the dead. And the life of the world to come. Amen.

"I firmly émbrace and accept all and everything which has been either defined by

the Church's solemn deliberation or affirmed and declared by its ordinary magis-
terium concerning the doctrine of faith and morals, according as they are proposed
by it, expecially those things dealing with the mystery of the Holy Church of Christ,
its sacraments and the sacrifice of the Mass, and the primacy of the Roman Pontiff,"

Date 10 November 1972 f_//
I;15p.m.
Place Chancery, Joliet, ILlL.

* % & % & * & = * % ¥ ¥ £ *

I have witnessed this profession of faith on the date and in the place indicated above:
In virtue of this profession of faith, Fr. Slown, by particular law, assumed canonical

possession of, and jurisdiction in, the parish of St. Mary Magdalene, Joliet, Il.

Bishep-/ Delegate
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127 South Briggs Street LtoulB2
Joliet, Ilinois

June 30, 1974
Dear Friends of lfargaret Slown,

Qur beloved Mother and your Friend - Margaret - was born
into this world on June 10, 1900. She was born to eternal
life on June 22, 1974, After eight months of trying to con-
cuer cancer, she finally fell victim to it. Cancer won the
war, but Margaret won the victory by receiving eternal joy,
peace and happiness.

e will always remember her for her concern and love for
peopnle. Until only a few days before she passed away, she
still enjoyed seeing people - even though she could not
always hold a conversation with then.

Faith, hope and charity were the three qualities that
Margaret used to guide her through this 1ife., Yes, she
was a wonan who trusted and believed in God. She hoped
that God would be merciful to her and give her eternal
peace for the crosses that she carried during her earthly
life. She loved pecople and God, and let them do the same
to her. Let's follow her exanple and permit faith, hope
and love to guide us through this life to the glory of
heaven and the Eeatific Vision.

On behalf of Mother, we Thank You very much for your
friendship to her during her life and all that you did
for her during her illness. Also Thank You very nuch
for your kindness and thoughtfulness shown to us at the
tine of her death.

With all best wishes and asking God's blessings for you,
we remnain,

Sincerely yours,

Boars Brereett
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Aprit 13, 1976

Reverend John Slown

St. Mary Magdalene Church
127 South Brigas

Jollet, Illinols 60433

Dear Father Slown:

Father Memenas, our dean, spoke to me today and to my
surprise Indicated that you are under the Impression that for the last
few months | have not palid any attention to you, This came as a surprise
to me, for | remember joking with you at the time of the confirmations in
Park Forest and In Mokena, |+ may be that at Wheaton | did not have much
of a chance to speak to you since, as you know, | was cornered by a few
of the priests and had no chance to talk to the other priests to any ex-
tent., | have on several occasions inquired how your leg was and | have
even joked about the strength of the cigars that you smoked,

With reference to the question of anyone seeking your
parish, | can assure you that no one has approached me on this matter and
| am rather sure that no one has approached the Personnel Board, since
they would be the ones to make recommendations to me,

Father Kaffer personally has told me that he hopes tfo
stay at Providence for years and years,

| trust that this will reassure you and | take this op-
portunity to wish you a very happy and holy Easter, Rest assured that
there Is no dissatisfaction or criticism on my part as far as your tenure
at St, Mary Maqgdalene Parish Is concerned., |f en any special occasion |
did not speak to you, it could be that | was distracted or that others had
my attention so that | could not clirculate among the clergy as | usually
try to do at the various functions.

Agalin | wish you the joys of Easter and also to extend an
invitation to come to the offlice at any time that you wish to discuss this
or any other matter,

Cordially yours In Christ,

Bishop of Jollet

RRB:cas



FR-SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 189

. .U Redacted April 2013 - 419113
( __J\'-""' -

ngﬁaumm2m4 ST, Mary Magdalene, Joliet

August 19, 1976
.!I..a- N \l; l Sé
Dear Bishop Blanchette,

T think it is time to tell you about some problems due to
the condition and behavior of Fr, John Slown, my pastor.

A priest working in a JOliet parish came to me 3 weeks ago
and told me that a municipal employee here told him of a rumor
that Fr, Slown had a homosexual interest in boys, This same
priest also told me that on two occasions at public d%pners he
and other priests, laypeople, and noncatholics were apalled at
the obscene speech of Fr, Slown, who had been drinking.

Another priest who is pastor of a Joliet parish and who
has known Fr, Slown since seminary days, said that he was always
a "tortured person" whose moods went up and down as steeply as
a roller coaster, and who might feel impotent in relating to adults
and thus identify with adolescents, I confided to this priest the
matter of this letter, and the priest thought that Fr, Slown's
behavior might indicate that he is "calling for help", or setting
the stage for a more serious crisis,

A woman relgious who teaches at this parish and just came
here three weeks ago came to me and asked, "Is it true that
Fr., Slown is leaving?" Fr, Slown has never told me of any de-
finite plans to go, although he has hinted that he might, especially
after next year (parish 25%h Anniv.,), and it seems that the way
he talks might have Biven rise to such a rumor. He continually
complains of not being appreciatef here, and he is in contact with
Fr, Fisher in Hawaii, whose departure from the diocese seems to
have impressed Fr. Slown,

A college student in the parish told me that Fr., Slown made
a sexual advancé to him two years ago, when the boy was 19 years old,
The boy had become accustomed to visit the rectory and confide his
adolescent concerns to Fr, Slown who was very understanding. On
two occasions Fr. Slown had become overly affectionate, putting his
hand on the boy's thigh and on the boy's pants over the genital area,
This had alarmed the boy and his buddy, a peer, told him that if it
should happen again, he should get the h--- out of there! Well, on
Nov. 28, 1974, he stopped by and Fr. Slown gave him an alcohélic
drink which made him woozy, When he sat on the couch beside Fr,,
Fr, put his hands inside the boy's pants, in the genital area, The
boy was shocked, got up and ran home, and told his parents. The
dad was furious; the mother cried, The family dropped out of this
parish and has not come back in two years,

The dad admits to me that the event is still troubling him,
is a cause of anger and disallusionment, and that he has not been
able to trust a priest yet and go back to the practice of confession,
He is sending his 1st grader to a parish across town and not down the

street to St. Mary Magdalene. He does not want to meet up with
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Fr. Slown again, and he is ashamed of the guestions parishoners

who might have heard of this event might raise when he sees themn,
So the family has self-exiled itself. The boy is bitter; he has
the natural religious questioning of a college age person, but is
badl»éhaken over the whole event, and very skeptical of the Church,
From his history he is heterosexual, does not seem to be lying
about the event, nor does it seem that he seduced Fr. Slown,

Several adult parishoners were cautiously questioned on
their knowledge of this event, They tended to minimize what
may have happened, and seemed to have kept the rumor in a small
circle, The teenagers of the parish, at least some, regard
Fr, Slown's constant "handling" of the boys as '"queer," They
mentioned the names of two other boys who were supposedly the
objects of a sexual advance by Fr. Slown. As there did not
seem to be much to substantiate this claim, and to avoid raising
what is a healthy suspicion about Fr, Slown's character to a
confirmed fear, I did not investigate these claims, nor give
the impression that there was a serious inquiry underway, Without
asking more questions, it is hard to access the status of the
rumor and of Fr, Slown's reputation,

I myself have observed during the past year that Fr. Slown
cannot keep his hands off young men and boys whenever they are
present, and does always bring up the topic of sexual matters
in conversations with them - as one obsessed with it might., He
is extremely reliant on domineering women, religious and lay,
whom he grants much power in his life and work, in return for
their complete dedication to his projects and a sympathetic ear
during his fits of anger, an anger which is never directed at
the adults or causes which provoke ft but released at others,

He complains that his former pastors made him "swallow much" and
he does not seem to have been affirmed by them, Fr, Slown likes
to please the parishoners with lavish improvements and lots of
activities. But he perhaps neglects basic needs in favor of
extras (no permanent janitor; diocesan debt should come before
unneeded blacktopping) and avoids the difficult task but peda-
gogially necessary one of disciplining altar boys, guiding the
commentator program, and enforcing music appropriate to liturgy,
Fr. Slown is proud to say he "made this parish what it is, and
will destroy it if he wants," He has taught many to repeat after
him "how much Fr., Slown has done for the parish," ME&4, like many
priests, his sermons are platitudinous, with meager content that
comes from homiletic outlines.

2

Perhaps these criticismsof the pastorlﬁﬁt of place, coming
from an associate who is certainly not perfect himself, But I
am drawing a general picture of the man, albiet a critical one,
This year with Fr, Slown has been a strain on me. When I was
interviewed for the priesthood,by the seminary board, Msgr, Stenger
asked me what difficulties I anticipated in the priesthood, I told
him that living and working with féllow priests was what I realigtically
expected to be one of my most difficult crosses. I was right,

;But the question that remains is whether or not Fr. Slownt's
condtion and behavior will be a future crisis for the parish, In a
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sincere effort to be of help to Fr., Slown, and to be of help

to those who must evaluate the wisdom of his continuing pastorate,
I' consulted a_competent psythiatrist, who knows me and was able
to distinguish my own feelings in this matter from an objective
account of Fr, Slown's conétion and behavior,

Out of compassion for Fr. Slown, and out of a sense of
justice to those persons he has and might hurt, and out of a
certain anger on my part - due to what I feel I have endured -
and in the interests of the good of this parish, I have prepared
this letter and enclosed opinion of the doctor for you, Bishop,
in the hope that it will be helpful, I am not making any recom-
mendations by this letter, I am definitely not asking to be
transferred from this parish which I am happy to continue serving,
If you want, please speak to me personally about this matter.

I remain, in Christ,

R williawu . Vidoe

Fr, William D, Virtue
Associate pastor,
St. Mary Magdalene

N.B, Bishop, Fr. Slown does not know that I sm making this rasport.
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WILL-MINOOKA DEANERY UoUlT2
ST. MARY'S CHURCH
195th St. & 115th Ave.

Mokena, Illinois 60448

October 2, 1976

PERSONAL - CONFIDENTIAL

Most Reverend Romeo Blanchette
BISHOP OF JOLIET

L25 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60L35

Dear Bishop Blanchette:

On Wednesday, September 29, 1976, Father Daniel Ryan called me and asked whether
or not he could bring two ladies to Mokena, because they wanted to discuss a
Tuptial Mass which was celebrated by Father JohnSloan, at St. Mary Magdalene
Church, Joliet, on Saturday, September 25, 1976.

Miss Barbara Wietting, a non-Catholic, but teking instructions in Catholicism,
and Mrs. Janet Gurka attended a Nuptial Mass for Lawrence Grasser and Patricia
Garrett. They stated Father Sloan acted in a very unusual abnormal manner
during the wedding ceremony. He was tossing papers arcund the altar, swearing
occasionally, and shouting at times at various peaks.

At the blessing of rings Father Sloan took the bride's ring, raised it up, and
gsaid, "Ladies, teke note, if there is a hole in the ring it is good, if not,
your husband is a cheapie."

Mras. Gurks stated, "He should not have been on the altar in that state. When

I asked Mrs. Gurka if Pather was under the influence of alcohol she thought that
he was. When I asked Miss Wietting, she was not sure. Both parents, according
to these ladies, were very much upset and what happened at St. Mary Magdalene
Church during the wedding ceremony was the topic of the conversation at the
wedding reception.

According to Mrs. Gurka, Mrs. Garrett, the mother of the bride, made a state-
ment, "That this priest should be taken out of St. Mary Magdalene Church and z
lot of people zre sick over it."

The Mass started twenty minutes late and lasted one and one-half hours.

I called Mrs. Garrett and asked whether or not the description of the wedding
ceremony of her daughter's by Mrs. Gurka and Miss Wietting was gccurate and her
reply was "yes" and she also added that Father owes them an apology. She also
said her daughter tried to call the rectory before they left on their honeymoon,
but she was not able to reach Father Sloan. She intends to talk to him upon
her retumm.
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Bishop Blanchette - Page 2

There are many other problems regarding St. Mary Magdalene Church which you
are well aware of.

With every best wish, I remain

Cordially yours in Christ,

Oy Vg Pemenay
Father Vytas Memenas, Dean

T e

VM/js
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ST. MARY'’S CHURCH
195th St. & 115th Ave.
Mokena, lllinois 60448

CONVERSATION WITH FATHER JOHN SLOWN, PASTOR OF ST. MARY MAGDALENE
PARISH, JOLIET, ILLINOIS, NOVEMBER 26, 1976

What I have to say is certainly somewhat confidential, but yet at the same token the
truth as I feel it and as I see it and I guess as I say what I say and I risk whatever the
danger is whatever the repercussions happen on such a situation. I guess what I'll
say, Vytas, to you, as I said to you I find in my priesthood sad to say there are a
tremendous and wonderful priests but I found in this diocese certain priests to be
very jealous, find them envious, find them spiteful and those who would like to be
gossip columnists hateful and certainly want to destroy their fellow priests. I have
experienced this in my priesthood, sad to say. It has not begroveled me as a human
being or as a priest ~ I don't intend to modify my way of life as a human being nor as
a priest. I am what I am and I feel my success has been in being what I am. I also
look and see truthfully that they put Christ on the cross because he was the fullness
of a human being, the fullness of the priest that he was, because he tried to do the
best he could and they would destroy him. I suppose this is why it has disturbed me
.0 find out that priests will try to destroy priests. That is disgusting and disturbing
to me because I feel in other professions, lawyers, doctors -- they really try to
help one another, defend one another, but I found in the priesthood if they can stab
you in the back and destroy you. I'm not saying this is a general statement, I'm
saying I find it and it is disturbing to me. I guess I also find in the priesthood
especially in the diocese of Joliet, because that's where I can only see it, that many
priests and this is from others who have told me - others of powers to be in the
diocese that have talked to me and discussed stuff with them have said you know 1
feel that those who do the work of the Lord here despite their human weaknesses,
failings and faults, in many instances are the ones that get kicked or get hurt. And
those who, shall we say, watch the world go by don't get their hands dirty, don't get
involved too much are the ones that are catered to. Right or wrong what it means
fine, I'm just stating this because it is not only my own opinion but other priests
who have been dedicated to God & His Church in the diocese of Joliet. I still state
at this point that I will continue to be me, because, shall I say, it has been most
beneficial, it certainly has worked as far as it goes with my relationship with the
people and relationship with others. And if people want to, here and there; try to
destroy me because of being me that's the risk I as a human being have to take and

I won't take the risk, because I am not going to change my ways, as I said go back
into a shell and try to watch every move I make or don't make too many moves
because someone might criticize me. I guess, I'll have to say, as well not in the
priesthood but in industry and in the world itself. Those who are out on the playing
ield have the hardest thing to do = it's easy to sit in the stands and to criticize or

to be the quarterback or whatever else you want to talk to or what type of sport

=
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Relggsqd U Fl8king at - it's easy for those in the stands to criticize what the coach and
the players are doing, but when the players are doing their job I feel that's important
and that's what I've tried to do. I will state here there are three things in dealing
with Fr. Bill Virtue that you are going to have to worry about in placing him.

1. He is a priest above everyone else. This he has stated to close friends of
mine and he has made it quite well known to people.

2. As he stated, when you and I were together, here, as a priest and as an
associate the pastor should put him on a pedestal - now you heard him say
that yourself, and that is one of the big reasons why, I feel because I didn't
think I had to I thought each man made his own way. When I was an associate
I made my own way with any pastor I was with. I did never try to undermine
the pastor. I had Jim Lynch who had just undergone brain surgery - there
were many times that I had to undress him, put him to bed, and to make
sure that he was kept going with the minimum amount of food he could take
take at the time. I never went down to the Bishop and criticized, moaned or
groaned about the situation. I was then sent over with Msgr. Cloos. I catered
to this man for five years practically to my own destruction. He had every
type and everything going on - I'm sure the Bishop well knows as well as you
probably do. I loved the man - I never expected Msgr. Cloos to put me on a
pedestal. I expected as an associate to work my tail off, being dedicated to
God and to my fellow man which I did. At that time; in that parish; a priest
that was brought in from an institution tried to destroy me and I was hauled
down to the chancery office and tried to prove through via the books that I was
doing my job in comparison to what this man was accusing me of. So I feel if
Fr. Virtue wants to be put on a pedestal if he isn't, and I feel at this point,
what his mental problems are and they are there he has tried to destroy me
as a human being, as a priest, as a pastor of this parish, in the eyes of some
other people, so that he would look good.

3. Next thing you have to worry about is that he will turn any pastor in because if
he doesn't agree with that person or if he feels as he calls it conscience binds
him on whatever he sees to turn him in. He went to the C.C.D. office, to
Fr. Valentino, because he didn't like the religion books we were using, which
happened to be approved by the diocese. He didn't like something about Sr.
Leona, the principal of the school, he went to Fr. Gillen unbeknown to me
which got back to me. And he went to the Bishop on me -- so be my guest.

And on those three points, you as a dean, and the Bishop, as the sole ordinary and
the man and the powers to be are going to have one devil of a time placing the man
yet this is the type of person he is. Another point that we have to be aware of and
I've tossed this to Fr. Bill himself. He loves to use transference. In other words
he points to you as the criminal when he himself is the one that's the criminal or
doing what he is accusing others of doing. An example, he has told the Bishop that
I am moody, I don't speak, I've got moods, yet in the time that I've been downstairs
the last four weeks why I would be in the bedroom and the only place to shave was

in the kitchen when he would go out either for Mass or go jogging in the morning on
several occasions I have said, "Good-morning, Bill" as he walked from here to you.

= -
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I got Ko Fesponse, yet I'm the moody one. I could be in church and going down the

RelepsdeAlied¥use there are people there and he'll say, '"Oh, good morning, Father'.
He could say no good morning to me here, walk out the door and find some parish-
oners, and while it's like a long lost brother or sister, yet I'm the moody one,
according to the documents against me - I do not feel, yes I have my ups and downs
just as any human being does, but I don't think it's fair to call me moody - when I
had a person who told me when he came here as a deacon, when I would say good
morning and then finally sat down and confronted with him, he would say ''do not
say good-morning to me, Father, for I feel you are pressuring me to make me say
good-morning back,' but yet I'm the ogre, I am the bad guy, and don't forget. Also,
as we stated, and in front of you, he said, I was a tyrant - he read a definition of a
tyrant, and the biggest thing is that I would want to impose my will on him, yet the
only imposition I have ever asked is what the liturgy would be as far as the sacra-
ments given, his Mass and things like that. The man yet does not know how to read
an ordo. He will celebrate a Mass for someone who would be a confessor, or virgin
or something else in green vestments because he cannot read the ordo properly and
as one of the religious coordinators, Sr. Mary Stella, once said; "I think you forgot
the Glory at Sunday Mass,'" and he resented her telling him that. Yet, I am the
tyrant imposing my will when he doesn't even know how to use the vestments and
things like that. I am the tyrant, yet when I told him, I said, ''Bill, I permitted you
to come and go as you please -=- to get involved in things like this.' And his remark
was, "I expect what is going on. You're not giving me any privileges to come and
go as I want. I expect to come and go.' At that point I did ask him, I said, "'you
mean if you were married you would just get in that car and go without telling your
wife.' He said, "Oh, yes." My comeback was, '"Maybe if you got married and
;alked to a wife you might find out, or talked to some of the other married women
and find out if a husband can come and go as he please." I said if you were in
business and I said if you were going to get a job you tell the boss who has been
there say maybe 20 or 30 years that you could do as you please and not listen to him.
He said, "Yes." YetI am the tyrant now and the big thing was obvious to impose my
will on him. I have felt that I have never imposed my will on him, except to tell him
how I would like the Mass to be celebrated,; how I would like the Sacraments to be
administered, and things like this - yet I am the tyrant. He can go out when I am
gone, away on a vacation, and have lights hooked up the way he wants them to turn
off when he wants them -~ yet I am the tyrant. He can take a chair out of the
pastor's quarters and move it into his and move one out of his into the pastor's
quarters never even thinking a thing about it, yet the pastor, Father Slown, is the
tyrant. I feel that he's got a problem with transference - that many of the things
that he has accused me of doing, to the Bishop, in reality he is doing. As I have
said to you and I'll say to anyone I'm open about my life - my lifestyle. I risk being
me and yet I know he is most secretive., How would you like as a pastor to be told
that if he's not in, if he got a midnight call, or at 2:00 or 3:00 a.m. call, when he
wasn't in his room, he would be sleeping with the boys in the tent, and this is done.
Precisely the day he came back from Europe that Saturday night he was not here.
One morning I was sitting and meditating downstairs, about a quarter to seven inhe
walks with his pillow; or whatever, his cut-offs and everything else. He was out
all night; not here, yet I am the problem. He can go swimming by himself with
some of these boys, play handball with the boys, yet I've got the problem with the

oys as he has told the Bishop. I am the one that's got the problem, not him. He
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stle with the boys insecretive. I'm sitting there doing everything open,
but I have the problem, as I have said, and I mean to say it this way. A beautiful
‘hing that he brought up to the Bishop was that I always talk about sex to the young
teen-agers yet I have people who told me that at one of the week day Masses with the
fourth graders and this was just the other night that he talked about intercourse to
the fourth graders. I have a twenty year old in this parish who said to me is that
all he can talk about from the pulpit is sex or bringing the topic up and yet I am the
one who has the problem. I suppose, I guess it is wrong to ask teen-agers how their
school is, how their sports are, and their love life just as a matter of topic. And if
I ask a teen-ager how their love life is and that means that I am talking about sex -
then I say somewhere along the line we have some damn warped minds, but this is
some of the things that I'm -~ Unbeknown to poor Bill I have finally sat with one of
the people who the Bishop sent somebody out to take a deposition against me. And if
some time comes and I'll see the Bishop I will mention it to him because I have a
letter from the individual back after I sat and talked with this person who was most
disturbed and most upset about the whole situation to the point of saying that Father
Virtue tricked this person into giving the testimony. This person felt that she was
tricked into the handlng and when Fr. Virtue after the testimony was taken and given
to the Bishop this person came back to Fr. Bill to the individual and asked what she
had said when she gave the thing, his comment was I think we better go take a lie
detector test because I think you are lying, furthermore the person said the testimony
to the individual person that was sent by the Bishop took had many different things
stated that she had not said, then when she read the testimony she said no this is not
true, that's not true, the next thing is not true, and the person said, well, we just
vant to make sure you would read the testimony now, I feel that this is a trick and
not valid to these various people and I then questioned the other testimony that was
given against me by other people if the individual that the Bishop sent out to testify
against me would throw some of these other things and these other people would be
less cautious in reading over the testimony that was given then this other person
had told me about it. Also, I wonder how can the Bishop let Fr. Virtue remain in
the household where he said he fears because of the pastor for his very being. I
question how can the Bishop let a man remain in that situation. This was given to
a lay person. Now I as the pastor am to repair the damage - the questioning that
I have known and the seeds of division and whatever else you want to call it, Father
Vytas, to people in this parish, I must face these people, I must undo the damage
done by Fr. Virtue, and I feel the only reason Fr. Virtue has done this is not out
of conscience, not out of the well-being of Father Slown, but out of spite if you want
to use the word hatred, jealousy or whatever it is because Fr. Slown did not put
Fr. Virtue up on a pedestal. Now these things are most disturbing to me as a
priest, as a pastor, yet I will continue on working despite it all -~ I do not have any
hatred or anyill feelings against the Bishop or those who were involved in the testimony
against me, nor do I have any ill feelings against poor Fr. Bill Virtue, for I feel as
a human being dealing with the human being that a man that has done what he has done
is very sick, and I feel sorry for the diocese of Joliet in Illinois, to try to work with
a man like this; because whether the Bishop wants to accept it as such, whether any-
one else let alone Bill Virtue -~ there is a problem. Now he was the one that said in
front of the two of us if I went and saw a doctor - what did he mean - I have ideas -
chat's up to anyone else to find out, but I am saying these are some of the things
that are most disturbing to me as a priest and as a human being, but I will continue

il
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on functioning to the best of my ability to work and continue to build up God, His

Church and all and this parish at this point.

Father Memenas - Thanks, Jack, I just have one question. Are you willing to put
up with your associate, Fr. Bill Virtue, until June, 1977, or would you like him to

be transferred sooner?

Father Slown - Father Vytas, at this point knowing what I do - I would like him to
befransferred by February 1, 1977 thereabouts, due to the fact that I feel he has
done enough damage to the parish, as well as to me as a priest and I don't think

that leaving him here any longer is going to be good for him, for me, or for the

parish.
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ST. MARY'S CHURCH o188

125th St. & 115th Ave.
Miokena, lilinois 60448

November 30, 1976
CONFIDENTIAL ‘

Reverend Eugene Parnisari, Executive Secretary
DIOCESAN CLERGY PERSONNEL BOARD

c/o Lewis College

Glen Ellyn, Iilineis 60137

Dear Father Parnisari:

Father John Slown, pastor of St. Mary Magdalene Church, Joliet, Illinois, requested
that his asscociate; Father William Virtue, be transferred by February 1, 1977.

I related this information to Bishop Romeo Blanchette. The Bishop told me to notify
the Personnel Board, so that they could start proceedings according to the norms

d procedurces for ascignment of priests.
According to my information Father Virtue uoes not want to leave St. Mary Magdalene
parishe.

If you should need additional information pertaining to this matter, please do not
hesitate to contact me.

With every best wish, I remain

Cordia? yours in Christ,

b A1
P LAV s
/59}’ 7{;‘3 f?e’/c'z’}}fgv"/"?f

Reverepﬂ Vytas Memenas

CC: Most Reverend Romeo Blanchette, D.D.
Father Joseph Burns
Father Sylvester Mulloy
Father John Slown
Father William Virtue
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WILL-MINOOKA DEANERY
ST. MARY'’S CHURCH
195th St. & 115th Ave.
Mokena, lllinois 60448

December 5, 1976

CONFIDENTIAL

Most Reverend Romeo Blanchette
BISHOP OF JOLIET

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear Bishop Blanchette:

On Friday, November 26, upon request of Fr. Slown I went back to St. Mary
Magdalene Parish in Joliet. Fr. Slown wanted to speak to me and share with you
his feelings about the whole situation at St. Mary Magdalene. KEnclosed please
find a copy of my conversation with Fr. Slown.

As I told you many times the situation at St. Mary Magdalene parish is very
unhealthy. I recommend that Fr. Virtue should be transferred as soon as possible.

I would recommend to you also that Fr. Slown should be retained at least until
June, 1977, thus eliminating dissension among the parishioners. The people of the
parish are aware that there is something wrong in the rectory.

Fr. Slown asked me, ""Does the Bishop want me to resign the pastorate at St. Mary
Magdalene and go somewhere else as an associate?' He also stated to me, "I don't
know where I stand. Am I a hindrance to the Bishop?' Father Slown also stated,

"I don't hate the Bishop in any way, fashion, shape or form nor do I think that he is

out to get me or destroy me."
With every best wish; I remain

Cordially yours in Christ,

) P

L

Reverén? Vytas Memenas
DEAN™

VM/js

nclosure
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Saint Mary Mandalene Parish RILL

127 South Brigps Street
1'ﬂllet. Illinois Monday, Dec. 6, 1976

Dear Bishop Blanchette,

I know you are concerned with my well-being;: let
that concern be a motive to keep me here. To change my
assignment now would be for me the greater strain.

Why? Because it is hard to adjust to four changes
in four years, with new people, places, tasks. I much
prefer to weather the present storm, and stay.

A good first assignment is a boost to a new priest:
this parish, with a broad range of age groups, growing
families, a large number of youth, has many elements of
enterprise - and support - for a young priest.

As was likely, the pastor uncovered some of my part
in the report of his behavior, and I think this is why
he so strongly resents my presence and wants - punitively -
to deny me what he knows I treasure: being here.

The pastor might now feel his own departure inevi-
table, due to an inability to overcome personal problems.
He might blame me, instead of himself, and thus find motive
to retaliate.

I think that he might have attempted to mislead
authorities by claiming that affidavits given concerning
him have been retractd - when most positively they have
not been- or that he is reconciled with the individuals
involved,- when in fact he is not.

I think that he might have attempted to mislead
authorities by claiming that my removal is necessary due
to "division among the people." The parish is not divided,
although some people know that the pastor and I differ.

I assert that there is not one family so alienated
from me that my ministry here is rendered ineffective;
nor would my staying here beyond the stay of the pastor
be an affront.

A£Y
The pastor is not likely to,others what he seems to
deny in his own mind. Therefore, lest he inGiminate him-
self, I do not think he will tell parishoners, even friends,
his real objection to my presence. Therefore also, his
complaints about me might be seen by many as a clash of
youth with experience, or personality differences.

I myself have spoken well of the pastor to the
parishoners, doing my best to protect his good name always.
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127 South Briggs Street
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Sometimes I wonder if the lay leaders here might
welcome a rest from this pastor's compulsive drive to
to put this parish "on the go." Much energy has been
mobilized to advance one man's need to prove his worth.
Now is the time to secure the good accomplishments by
making them stable under a steady hand.

The next pastor, in my opinion, should be a man
who is good with organizations, lest the people feel
orphaned in this area.

Although an ordinary part of parish life, having
busy organizations with a number of annual activities
is an extraordinary thing for these people, in light of
the history of this parish.

The sunday collection here has been climbing, for
a number of reasons. One is the present pastor's,
leadership and enthusiasm. An important reasonjis the
increase in membership due to replacement of aged couples
by new, growing families, and the development of housing
on much of our open land. A current census might surprise.

The parochial school and CCD are therefore vikal
here. There is a woman religious for each of these works.
One of them recently said of the other, "either she goes,
or I go." They cannot get along, I think, because they
vie for control, especially over the pastor.

Clearly his departure might signal theirs also,
most surely in the case of the one closest to him, the
CCD Coordinator. She has successfully established the
CCD program; her departure is not a cause for panic.
The transfer of the school principal would also be a
setback, for she has put many things in order, but her
problems with the faculty are a serious matter.

In my opiniion it is essential to see the tie
these two women have with the pastor and his ambitions:
he needs women dedicated to his projects; they need a
man who will let them take charge.

I am not a part of this triangle bf the pastor and
his rivaling helpers. Let me be a part of a clean slate -
by stayingchere. This letter has been franky let me say
it all this way: vyes, I hope for a new assignment —
right here —with a new pastor.
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Saint Mary Magdalene Parish ¢30192
127 South Brigas Street
Foliet, Hllinoig
3

Otherwise, I must wonder what happens when a man
opposes evil, as I have here. No one else has previously
effectively challenged what has been going on here and in
other parishes. So far as I know, this man for years has
had no obstacle, either in other parishes or here.

Parishoners whose weddings and dinner dances, picnics,
etc., have been disgraced by his drunkenness and obscenity,
do nothing to stop him. Women who work at the rectory and
see the comings and goings of boys do not interfer with his
affections. The boys involved do not accuse him - out of
fear and public shame.

But someone has challenged him now, and he is doing
all he can to convince the authorities that I must be removed
"for my own mental health." This is exactly what he wants.
Perhaps he thinks that my removal means the end of resistance
to his behavi or.

He may have a point.

In my mind this case is a test of the ability of the
Church to reform the clergy from within. I know that the
Church has had to live, and does live with, much abuse of
the clerical state. Tkat is reality.

But when an associate pastor objects to abuse of the
pastor's office and the response of some authorities is that
the associate must move because "his mental health is strained:",
I cannot help but think of Russia, where dissidents are put
in mental hospitals for fighting evil.

I maintain that the worst strain on me is to know that
others seem paralized to oppose what this man is doing, and
that I must go elsewhere for standing up against him.

In conclusion; I will abide by the Bishop's decision,
in peace.

Respectfully, in Christ,

"Give us joy /t/'_’\’, WC.W‘Q m

to balance our affliction.”

a i i v.
Ps. 90, Mon.IV Fr. William Virtue
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December 28,1976

Most Reverend Romeo R. Blanchette
Chancery 0Office

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear Bishop Blanchette:

In that I will be away from January 2,1977 till Januaryl7,
1977, I ask that you please make Father William Virtue, the
associate at St, Mary Magdalene Parish, Joliet, Illinois, the
'vicar substitutus' during this time. Thank you very much

for taking care of this matter for me,

Also I desire to have an appointment with you as soon as I
return, in order to discuss what has happened in thi#s Parish
rectory. There are too many loose ends left hanging and half
truths that have been told.

Father Parnisari has contacted me and said that you want
Father Mulloy and Father Parnisari to meet separately with
Father Virtue and myself and then meet together., This is fine
with me, but only after I have talked with you. Please realize
that I am trying to keep going despite all that has gone on
behind my back with the help of Father Virtue.

Wishing you God's blessings and health for the coming New
Year, I remain,

Yours in Christ,

VL7 sl

erend John C. Slown
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December 30, 1378

The Reverend John Slown
St. Mary Magdalene Church
127 South Briggs Street
Joliet, I1linois 60433

Bear Father Slewn:

Bishop Blanchette v»ill be away from January 17, 1977
until the end of the month. 1 have made an appointment for you with
him cn February 3, 1977, at 1C:30. If there is any reason you find
that this is inconvenient, piease notify the Bishop's secretary at
your earliest convenience.

Hith best wishes, [ remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

The Reverend Msgr. Daniel J. Murray
Vice-Chancellor

DM kms
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March 18th, 1977

Most Reverend Romec R. Blanchette, D.D.
Bishop of Joliet

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear Bishop:

Thank you for your letter of the 16th. In response to your
questions: I believe there is internal conflict among the
Pastor, Principal and our two Sisters who work in the school. I
believe a lack of clarification of rights/duties/responsibilities
of the Pastor (as regards the school), the Principal and the
Parish School Board is at the ROOT of the problem.

Both of our Sisters are knowlesdgeable about such matters and
have little patience and at times imprudence in trying to cope
with situations they judge deal with principles and injustices to
the children, Communications and discretion are at a minimm
among all concerned.

I met with the Sisters individually and as a group several
times during the year. They were honest, open sessions. The
Sisters do not believe they are effectively witnessing in the
Parish in the situation as it stands. Yet, apparently they are
not psychologically capable of bridging the gaps that exist,

I spoke with Father Slown on several occasions and he seemed
very open and grateful for insights I shared with him, Mistakes
and indiscretions that occured were discussed. However, there
was little or no carry over,

I really believe there is a personality clash among the
four concerned. As I told Father and the Sisters, I believe there
is fault on both sides. Everyone agrees that it is impossible
to think of continuing this dilema for another year. Thus, our
two Sisters will withdraw.

At this point we have no other Sisters to serve at
St, Mary Magdalene School., However, I would hope in the future
others would be able to serve in the Parish, It is all in the
designs of the Lord at this point.

provincial cdministration « 195 south furth avenue . KanKokee, ilinois eosoL . (B15)932-u9
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A letter of this nature is difficult to write. I tried to
state the situation as objectively as possible. I appreciate
your promise of confidentiality.

With a promise of prayerful support during this Lenten
Season,

Sincerely yours,

stter Vi 1nia ie Derk sscm
Provincial Syperior
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Saint Mary Magdalene Parish o
127 South Briggs Street £s0199
Joliet, Illinois

May 13,1977

Most Rev. Romeo R. Blanchette
Chancery Office

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear Bishop Blanchette:

Several days ago our Dean, Father Vytas Memenas, informed me
that Father William Virtue has asked to be transferred from

St. Mary Magdalene Parish. I ask that you please honor his
request as his attitude, feelings, and thoughts about me are
detrimental to the Parish Community and to my physical, mental,
and spiritual well-being.

Ever since Father Virtue was assigned here, I tried to give

him fatherly and priestly direction. He totally rejected it.

He looked upon me as if I was being a 'tyrant' - one who im-
poses his will on others. This was not my intention - but the
manner in which Father Virtue accepted it. Therefore, from

day one of Father Virtue's presence in this Parish, he rejected
direction, he failed to communicate with me, he has lacked
taking responsibility, and made no effort to make an accoun-
tability to me of his priestly functions in the Parish. It is

a sad state of affairs, but I believe that I tried my best.

Unfortunately, Father Virtue and I were unable to meet with
Father Daniel Ryan. By the time we were to see him, his mother
had died, Dan was away, Holy Week was upon us, and then I

went away for several days after Easter. When I came home, I
found out about Father Virtue's request to be transferred. I
then talked with Father Daniel Ryan about meeting with him.

He said that there was no reason to meet with him since Father
Virtue requested a transfer.

In that Father Virtue has such a deep dislike for me, I expect
that he will try once again to harm my position as Pastor and
Priest in the Diocese of Joliet. So, if it happens, please don't
be surprised, as I won't.

Thanking you for taking the time to read this letter and

asking for your prayers, I remain,
Sincerely yours in Christ,

2 s

Revefend John C. Slown
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May 18, 1977

PERSCONAL & CONFIDENTIAL

Reverend John C. Slown, Pastor
St. Mary Magdalene Parish

127 South Brigges Street

Joliet, Illinois 60433

Dear Father Slown:

I have received your letter of May 13th, 1977, and will
certainly take it into consideration when I meet with the Personnel
Board and they offer 2 recommendation as to where Father Virtue
will be recommended for assingment, I am really sorry that the events
concerning the possiblity of mutuzl meeting with Father Ryan prevented
this, but I do understand that his mother's death and so forth did make
it impractical,

I must say that Father Virtue did write me a letter ia
which he said that he was going to request a chaage of assignment and
there was nothiag said in the letter that would be interpreted as 2
personal criticism,

With best wishes, I remain,

Cordially yours in Christ,

Pishop of Joliet

RRE/nb
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Septenmber 9,1977

Most Rev. Romeo R. Blanchette,D.D.
Chancery 0ffice

425 Sunmnit Street

Joliet, Illiinois 60435

Dear Bishop Blanchette:
Effective immediately I am asking you to relieve me as

Pastor of St. Mary Magdalene's Parish, Joliet, Illinois.

With all best wishes and prayers 1 remain,

Sincerely yours in Christ,
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September S, 1977

The Reverend John Slown
St. Mary Magdalene

127 S, Briggs Street
Joliet, Illinois 60433

Dear Father Slown:

Confidential

Effective September 10, 1977, I hereby appoint you as temporary
administrator of St, Mary Magdalene until a successor is named.
In the meantime gou still have the obligation of the Missa pro

populo.

With best wishes and assurance of prayers, 1 remain

Cordially yours in Christ
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WILL MINOOKA DEANERY
ST. MARY’S CHURCH

195th St. & 115th Ave.
Mokena, lllinois 60448

September 9, 1977

The Most Rev. Romeo Blanchette, D.D.
Bishop of J8liet

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear Bishop Blanchette:

I hereby certify that in my presence at St. Mary Magdalene Rectory,
Joliet, Illinois, at 4:37 p.m., 9 September 1977, Father John Slown read
the letter of the Bishop of Joliet accepting Father Slown's resignation
of the pastorate of St. Mary Magdalene Parish, Joliet, Illinois.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Rev, as Memenas

Dean, Will-Minooka Deanery
Diocese of Joliet
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September 14, 1977

Reverend John Slown

St. Mary Magdalene Church
127 South Briggs Street
Joliet, Illinois 60433

Dear Father Slown:

Father Memenas has kept me abreast of developments in your case,
and I waat to thank you fur your cooperation. As Father Memenas has
already told you, I would like to see you either before or after you see your
physician so as to be able to discuss various questions regarding your
request for a temporary sick leave of absence. At the same time, we will
discuss the provisions found in our amended priests’ Retirement Plan which
deals with partial disability so that we can come to a definite agreement.

You may feel free to call my secretary to arrange for an appointment
that will be at a suitable and mutually convenient time,

With best wishes, | remain

Cordially yours 1n Christ,

Bishop of Joliet
RRB:jw

P.S. Should you prefer to see me at St. Francis Woods, my secretary can
also arrange for that.
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#e ‘8rs grateful for the short assignment of our pastor, Father John C. Slown

We shall always be grateful for his complete dedication to hig God and the
people of St. Mary Magdalene Parish.

Father arrived tc find a group of Catholic Christians willing to strive to
build a community of God. Through his efforts, he unified varied interest
groups into a complete Christian community.

He practiced what he preached. ¥He led the way in physical, mental and
soiritual efforts and the pzople followed.

The phyeical facilities were refurnished to become a source of joy wherein w
co:ld enter and worship ovr God more meaningfvlly. ©Ble corrected architectu:
and engineering faults dating back to the original construction of the physi
plant. To achieve these addsd expenditures of material, time and monies

were neesded.

He met the challenge by giving of his personal time and talents, challenging
his parishioners to do likewise. Nc organizad fund drives were developed

for this effort: hies personal appeals and return of supportive love from his
/parizh family acconplished more than three fund drives., He did not "preach"
money. The people cams forward to the challenge, doubling the weekly income
f his sucresses wers sivickiy of a material nature, it would have only last
for a ghorc time. The more measfiyed successes of a minister of God are the
spliritual accomplishments. Here too, his future accounting tc his and our

Creator will stand the test of continual planning, execution and development

cf the gpirituval side of ocuvr parish.

He worked hard with the many parish committess to upgrade the parish educa-
tional Ffacilities materially, zcademically and spiritually.

He organized a sclid religious program by selescting and working with a souud
religious coordinator. He involved the parents as well as their children irn
the zacramental praparation and reception of the sacraments, bringing all

closer to God, Becavse of his personal inkerest in each person's sacraments
life, e made each cersmony more relevant with lasting effscts wpon all tows
&

heir personal growtch with God.

It was a celebration to attend any religious ceremony whers Father was in-
velved as he brought Christ and His teachings closer to everyone, It was nc
unnsual to have a non~catholic come up to him after a service and express
their feelings of joy at participating at such an occasion.
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needed, wanted, loved.

Yes, we shall suffer from this sudden departure from our parish, Hopefully,
Father's efforts have strengthened each of us sufficiently that we will real
that Christian commitwent is a daily, hourly commitment to our God and with
the people with whom we associate or come in contact with during our daily

lives.,

Ouxr community has been strengthened by the strong parish that has been
revitalized through the uniting efforts of Father Slown, Our non-catholic
neighbors will feel the loss and suffer with ws upon his departure from our

community.

Our greatest heritage from Pather Slown is to nourdish and harvest the seed
which he has planted with his prayer, snffering and hard labor. We shall
continue to share amongst cur parish family the example and motivation which
he broughkt abovt - giving us courage and confidence to feel needad, accepted

and proud to be a part of this community.

The absence of Father Slown will be as hard to accept as losing a loved one.
With each crises, there are many ramafications. It is our prayerful hope th:
%his man of God will be remembered by the good reactions of his parish famil:
We are saddened by his leaving., but his efforts will draw ocut more good in
each person of this pazish.

We wish to take this opportunity to thank our Spiritual Vicar. Bishop
Blanchette, for alding in the growth of one of the many cells of God's Kingd
on earth, We are better Christians through Father Slown's total dedication
to his job, we have grown spiritually and materially.

To Father Slown, we can only say , we are eternally grateful. May your future
assignments bring forth continued blessings and sharing of the Gocd News.
Jou will be greatly missed. We shall keep you always in our heart and
prayers. You came into our midst for such a short time but will leave a
lasting impression of Christian joy, what it means to be dedicated to the
Church and what it takes to work for the Father. God keep yvou and bless you
as you continue your ministry for rthe salvation of souls. Yovr reward shall
be complete fulfillment in His Heavenly Xingdom.

Thank yor and God love you, FPather Siown for being our pastor in ovr parish
family from November, 1972 to October, 1877,
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425 Summit Street
Joliet, I11inois 60435 /

%

September 21, 1977

MEMORANDUM

TO: Betty Chinderle ¢1;A<f‘*"ﬂ
FROM: Bishop Blanchette B

From November 1st on, on a monthly basis/for six
months send to Father John Slown c/o St. Maﬂwaagda+Eﬁ€ra check
of $400 from the Clergy Retirement Fund for disabled priests.
When the six months are up you can contact me.

) ~
/ ' B
Loy

[ A

Bishop of Joliet

RRB :kmt
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September 26, 1977

Sister Mary Steila Schellenberger, S.8.C.M.
Religious tducation Coordinator

Saint Mary bagdalene Church

127 Bouth Briggs Street

Joliet, Illinois 60433

Dezar Sister Mary Stella:

L

Thank you for your note of September 20 and ths anclos
resolution from the heads of organizations of the parish regardin
Father Slown. I appreciate your thoughtfulness and your concern
for Father Slown and for the parish of St. Mary Magdalzne, Back
in the early fifties, I spent a very happy year as a weskend assistant
at St. Mary Magdalene and so also have a warm spot in my hzart
for the parish.

Wl

Father Slown and [ have been friends for many yzsars and
I sursly will work very clossly with him. As far as the pastorate
of 8t. Mary Magdalens is concerned, however, I'm afraid I will
not be able to have a direct input. Assignmeants to parishes ars
made through the Personnel Board which studizs applicanis and
makes recommendations to Bishop Blanchette. Ny assignmants
in the dioccese do not include this procesgs and, as yst, [ am not
that familiar with all the priests of the diocese. [ shall pray that
you do recesive a worthy pastor who will carry on Father Slown's
work .

May I also suggest, although it is ¢ertainly unn=scesgsary,
that you and all the other lsaders of the parish cooperate with ths
new pastor and help him in the transition. In this way, the great
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strides made at St. Mary Magdalene will continue and will be
conducive to the salvation of many souls. Plsase say a prayer
for me that I may fulfill my obligations as a Bishop. Thank you.

Sincerelv yours in Christ,

{Most Rev.) Daniel W. Kucera, O.8.B.

dwk:h
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September 27, 1977

ir. Jessie S. Ror
1184 Davison Street
Joliet, Illincis 60433

Dear Mr. Roa:

I want to tell you that 1 am very happy to receive
vour kind Intter cencerning the qoad that Father Slown has done in
your lives, and in the lives of many others a:t St. Mary Magdalene.

r himself Sas indicated that he has been
d, T am told, that when some of the
a  petition signed to send to me so that

Hary llagdalene, %t 15 said that he supposedly
saz”,‘1f yqu dP f'13, you wii1 dest: . me nhysicaily and emotionally.”
Under the cirzumstances I believe that you should accept your pastor
at his word and not try to read between lines and attribute motives
that might not be correct.

in the care of
;'.Tfr.l"13t1 enars want

“5 s o
U
o D
i 43
m
;% [l o
Y

Let us hope that Father health will improve and that
ne will be able to continue to do fruitful work in »ur diocese, which
is growing so fast, and which needs a lot of priestly work.

I myself appreciate very much the wonderful cooperation
of laity like yourself, and I ask your prayers for your welfare.

With best wishes, I remain

Cordially yours in Christ,

Bishop of Joliset
RRB :kmt
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September 29, 1977

Most Reverend Romeo R. Blanchette, D.D.
Your Excellency:

After several weeks of contemplation, it is with both joy and deep
sense of loss that I feel compelled to write this letter. Speaking for
myself and those of St. Mary Magdalene School and parish, who have worked
closely with Father John C. Slown, may I offer the following sentiments:

While I have only had the privilege of knowing and working for and
with Father Slown for less than three years, his influence on me will
always affect my life as a Religious. His strength and his deep faith
and hope in God has given me the spiritual support needed during my
first years as administrator, as well as helped me to understand and ac-
cept the loss of my dear mother.

As administrator of St. Mary Magdalene Schocl, I am in the unique
position to observe the influence Father has had on the lives of the
students here. A special feeling of happiness is evident and the chil-
dren are delighten when Father shares himself with them. His daily con-
tact with the students at Mass has given them a broader concept of God
and what it means to live as a Christian. His rapport with the young-
sters exhibits joy, love, and peace. His Christlikeness in word and
action has deeply impressed the students and has intensified the respect
and regard they have for him as a person as well as a minister of God.

In my twenty years of professional experience, I have never known
a pastor who has shown so much interest, concern, and involvement in
the improvement of curriculum, the spiritual and professional growth
of a faculty, as well as the upgrading of the plant facilities. His
confidence and moral support have been a real source of encouragement
to me.

It is with these thoughts in mind that I find it almost impossible
to understand the resignation of Father Slown as pastor of St. Mary
Magdalene Parish. Hopefully you will pray that I will be able to ac-
cept this action as the Will of God. I realize it will be most diffi-
cult to find a man to lead our parish: dynamic yet gentle, forceful
yet kind, busy yet available, leading yet joining in; a man who is
dedicated to his priesthood - faith-filled, prayerful, humble; a man
who is also human - who understands people and can work with them as
well as for them - FOR THIS IS FATHER JOHN C. SLOWN!!!

Respectfully yours in Christ,

A i) Zeoras Buwekd, af

Sister Leona Bruck, 0.P.
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October 3, 1977

The Reverend John Slown
St, iary Magdalene Parish
127 South Briggs Street
Jotiet, I1linois 60433

Dear Father Slown:

I wish to inform you officially that I have
appointed, effective October 4, 1977, the Reverend Daniel
Stempora as pastor of 3t. Mary “agdalene Parish, Joliet, to
replace you, since you have resigned and since 1 have given
you a six (6) month leave of absence. You have my permission
and my blessings- in residing at St. Margaret Mary Rectory with
Father James Holup during you sick leave of absence. I do hope
that you will rest, see your Doctor as often as he feels it is
necessary, and recover fully.

With an assurance of prayers, I remain

Cordially yours in Christ,

Bishop of Joliet
RRB :kmt

¢c: The Reverend James Holup
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To:

Mail a check in the amount of $400.00

Charge: Clergy Retirement Fund R
(Disabled priests) 05u218

Rev. John Slown L g 15

st. Margaret Mary Rectory £ |

408 North Main Street g

Herscher, Illinois 60941 ﬁj;pﬁjb

After April 1, 1978 see Bishop Blanchette
for further instructions.


















FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 256

Redacted April 2013 - 4/9/13

Released April 2014

CouZ26

February 1, 1978

PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL

Reverend John Slown

St. Margaret Mary

408 H. Main Street
Herscher, Illinois 60341

Dear Father Slown:

I am late in replving to vour letter of January 10th
because I was away for a few weeks.

I appreciate the information you gave me and also vour
very fine comments concerning vour understanding of yourself and
also your happy situation at Herscher with Father lolup.

Assuring you of my prayess, I remain,

Cordially vours in Christ,

Bishovp of Joliet

RRB /nb
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St. Margaret Mary Church

408 N. Main St. 13‘-;;;_3223
Herscher, Jllinois 60947
Cele. 815-426-27153

April 19, 1978

Most Rev. Romeo R. Blanchette, D.D.
Chancery COffice

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear Bishop Blanchette:

It is hard to believe that six months have passed sinece I have taken up residency
at St. Margaret Mary!s Parish, Herscher, Illinois&. Therefore, I thouzht that it

was time to write another progress report to you. It certainly has bezn a pleasant,
useful, and meaningful period of time.

After taking the MMPI from Dr. John McLaughlin, he concurred with me that T am a
compulsive work-aholic. It is interesting to reflect over one's life to see how
this situation developed. Learning to relax and not fesl guilty, becauss I have not
done 'X' amount of work, is a new and tremendous experience for me. I am happy

to have lesarned another dimension of wmyself. How true the statement is that one
never stops learning or maturing until God calls one from this earthly life.

Yes, this period of time has afforded me the opportunity to deepen oy spiritual

life - since I have plenty of time to pray. I also have been able to catch up on

my reading. And with the aid of Father Holup, I have been able to see other dimensions
of the Pro-Life Movement and the need tc preach about it, as well as to hzlp people
see the destructive force of ERA. So, all in all, the time that I have spent away
from a permanent assignment has been very bensficial for me.

Thinking about assignments, Bishop Daniel Kueesra mentioned to me that I will
probably receive a new assignment sometime around the first part of June. After
having time to analyze my problem and work on it, I know that I cesn go back as

a pastor of a parish the size of the one T had or even bigger. After all, I accom-
plished a total reviatlization of a parish in five years - a job that would have
taken most men ten or moge years to do. However, whatever assignment you give me,
I will see it as Ged's Will.

Thanking you for all that you have done for me znd remembering vou in my Masses
and pravers, I remain,

Yours in Christ,
Reverend John C, Slown
cc: Bishop Kucera
W"Q‘”" Lrd &
" . /4'.«%’,#:&" el e i e
%ﬂ,é&«é%«ﬁ" Lo s
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July 10, 1978

The Reverend John Slown
St. Margaret Mary

408 North Main Street
Herscher, IL 60941

Dear Father Slown:

Effective August 4, 1978, I hereby appoint you
to the pastorate of St. Joseph's Parish, Bradley, I1linois, to
succeed the Reverend James McDermott, who has receiyed another
assignment. At the same time, I hereby transfer you from your
sick leave of absence, effective August 4th.

You will assume canonical possession and jurisdiction
of St. Joseph's Parish, Bradley, as soon as you come to the Chancery
Office on August 4, 1978, Friday at 10:30 A.M., to make the sustomary
Profession of Faith before me, or our Vicar Generals, or Co-Chancellors,
acting as our delegate according to the provision of Canon Law.

Wishing you God's blessings, I remain

Cordially yours in Christ,

Bishop of Joliet
RRB : kmt
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PROFESSION 0F FAITH

"I, _ dJohn Slown » Wwith firm faith, believe and profess all and
everything that is contained in the Symbol of Faith that is:"

I believe in one God. The Father almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth,

and of all things visible and invisible. And I believe in one Lord,

Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son of God. Born of the Father before

all ages. God of God, Light of Light, true God of true God. Begotten,

not made, of one substance with the Father. By Whom all things were

made. Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven. And

He became flesh by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary: And was made Man.
He was also crucified for us, suffered under Pontius Pilate, and was buried.
And on the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead. And of His kingdom there will

be no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. Who together with the Father

and the Son is adored and glorified, and Who spoke through the prophets.
And one holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. I confess one baptism for

the forgiveness of sins. And I await the resurrection of the dead. And
the life of the world to come. Amen.

"I firmly embrace and accept all and everything which has been eithep
defined by the Church's solemn deliberation or affirmed and declared

by its ordinary magisterium concerning the doctrine of faith and morals,
according as they are proposed by it, especially thos: things dealing
with the mystery of the Holy Church of Christ, its sacraments and the
sacrifice of the Mass, and the primacy of the Roman Pontiff."

{y / VA
: 4¢4¢1; M gz o7

n Slown

* * * * * * * * * *

I have witnessed this profession of faith on the date and in the place indicated
above, thus by particular Law of the Church, he took canonical possession of

St. Joseph Parish Bradley , I1linois.

P
-
'/ .

e n_u{;/“-"

Bishnp / Be%egate
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PHONE 9389-837i3

August 29,1978

Most Rev., Romeo R. Blanchette,D.D.
Chancery Office

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear Bishop Blanchette:

Once again, I want to Thank You very much for appointing

me the pastor of St, Joseph's Parish in Bradley, Illinois.
It truly is a wonderful Parish that is filled with great
people., I know of no reason why I deserve such an excellent
assignment, I do know that it has humbled me and caused me
to have a closer relationship with and dependence upon the
Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit, and the Blessed Mother.
And it will be through their help and guiding hands that
God's salvific work will be accomplished at St. Joseph's.

I might add that it has made me also realize the true fatherly
person that you are.

Enclosed is a check for $25,000.00 to be applied to the debt
on our note #562. This should leave the parish with a balance
of $29,832.74 on the loan., If all goes well, we should be able
to pay off the debt by January 1979,

As you know, St. Joseph's Parish will be celebrating their

75th anniversary this year. In that Bishop Vonesh is scheduled
for the jubilee Mass in June, I was wondering if you would
administer the sacrament of Confirmation, instead of Father
Daniel Ryan, on Tuesday, May 8,1979 as scheduled. I know that
the people would be honored and be very happy to have you come,

Once again, I wish to Thank You very much, Bishop, for your
kindness and patience that you have shown to me in the past
and your trust in the present,

With all best wishes and a continual remembrance of you in my
Mass and prayers, I remain,

Your co-worker in Christ,

 C o

Rev nd John C. Slown
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March 3, 1979

Reverend John Slown

St. J.seph Church

21l North Center Avenue

Bradley, Illinois 60915
»'  Dear Father Slown:

1 write to thank you for the larger than usual gift you
made toward Bishop Blanchette's dinner gathering. This was
very kind of you and is deeply appreciated.

God reward you and bless all your efforts,

With best wishes, | remain

Cordially yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Raymond J. Vooosh
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet

RJV:jb
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wrote me a letter, copy of which is attached, in which he fails to mention the
incident with the boy and completely tries to wipe out the effect he has by
his public inconsistent activities.

Since it was quite difficult to talk to Father Slown because of his

~————rettcence, T told him that this was the third-such-incident reported and that
he knew what had happened at St. Mary Magdalene. I told him that I didn't
think he would be forced to resign from his parish in an abrupt manner, which
he seems to feel was an injustice to him at St. Mary Magdalene. On the other
hand, I indicated that it was about time he took possession and control of his
own life. He cannot expect us to keep track of him and that he must come to
a conclusion as to whether or not he can really handle a parish the size of
St. Josephs or indeed any parochial assignment. I suggested other possible
pastoral work where he might be involved with no administrative burdens and
with proper safeguards, such as living with some other priest. His response
to this was far from satisfactory. I can only conclude that he was very
defensive but that he is very much aware of where he stands.

J.3n K

Bishop Kucera.
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CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION

Rev. Thomas A. Kane, Ph.D., D.PS.
International Executive Director

Sr. Anna Polcino, S.CMM_, M.D.
International Psychiatric Director

Rev. Eymard Calligan, S.S.E.
* Director of Development

456 Hill Street
Whitinsville, Massachusetts 01588

617/234-6266

REGIONAL DIRECTORS

Rev. Joseph L. Hart, S.S.E.. Ph.D.
120 Hill Street

Whitinsville, Massachusetts 01588
617/234-6266

Rev. James P. Madden, C.S.C
229 Berkeley Street

Suite 31

Boston, Massachusetts 02116
617/266-8792

Rev. Bernard |. Bush, S.].
1185 Acacia Street

Box 437

Montara, California 94037
415/728-3361

Sr. Kathleen E. Kelley, S.N.D.

4 Joy Avenue

Webster Groves, Missouri 63119
314/968-4509

Sr. Fiona Vallance
Heronbrook House

Bakers Lane

West Midlands

Knowle, England B93 8PW
056456214

t A . f"
Vel b z

PERTINENT INFORMATION AND DONATION SCHEDULE

The House of Affirmation presents a total
psychotheological program in which all
psychotherapists are competent in the
psychological sciences and have a deep
understanding of the religious and priestly

life.

Our Whitinsville residential center is
approximately forty miles from Boston and
twenty-eight miles from Providence, Rhode
Island. Our California residential center
is at Montara, California, which is located
about fifteen miles south of San Francisco
on the ocean side of the peninsula. Our
Missouri residential center is located at
Webster Groves, an immediate suburb of

St. Louis.

DONATION SCHEDULE

The following information pertains to our
donation schedule and residential program.
The donations requested are $48.00 per day
for room and board including ancillary
therapies, nursing services, bibliotherapy,
psychotheology and spirituality programs;
$35.00 for each individual psychotherapy
session usually held twice a week; $30.00

for each group psychotherapy session held
four times a week in the form of Psychodrama,
Inter-Communication Lab, and Group Therapy;
$25.00 per week for group art therapy sessions;
$35.00 for each psychiatric consultation;
$25.00 for each medical consultation, and
$10.00 per week for art therapy supplies.

All medication prescribed is additional.

Billing is entered at a flat rate of $79.00
per diem.

120 Hill Street ® Whitinsville, Massachusetts 01588 ® 617/234-6266

41



FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 316
Redacted April 2013 - 4/9/13 !: u J 28 2

Released April 2014
Please note that we are not a hospital but a Residential
Center for religious professionals. We do not submit
claims to Blue Cross or to any other insurance company.
However, it has been our experience to have some
communities/dioceses obtain a partial refund of the money
paid House of Affirmation. Should your particular contract
allow for reimbursement of payments made, we will assist
you in completing your forms.

The donations requested are approximately one-half to
two-thirds below the current marketable set rate for
similar services. We at the House of Affirmation believe
that we cannot charge the usual professional fee because
the priests and Religious we serve do not have the same
kind of financial income that other people have.

It continues to be our policy not to refuse assistance

to anyone who is unable to meet our requested donations.
Requests for assistance should be submitted accordingly.
However, it must be noted that our scholarship funds are

limited.

PSYCHOTHEOLOGICAL EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT PROGRAM

The client comes to the House of Affirmation for three
days during which time he or she undergoes complete psy-
chological testing and interviews. This program does
allow for a more personal and complete evaluation of the
client's problematic and also offers the client an oppor-
tunity to meet the Clinical Staff and personally assess
the program offered here. A complete report along with
the recommendations of the Clinical Staff is then for-
warded to the assigned ecclesial leader as authorized by
the client. Should the Clinical Staff be of the opinion
that the client would indeed benefit from a period of
residency at the House of Affirmation, the client is then
given priority on our waiting list. The donation for the
Psychotheological Evaluation and Assessment Program
(including room and board) is $500.00, and arrangements
for same may be made with our nurse, Mrs. G.P. Parenteau,

R.N., D.Theo.

Chauffeur services available at a minimum cost.
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PERSONAL HISTORY FORM

Requests for residency are usually submitted in writing
by the client seeking our assistance, although often
initiated by the Superior/Ordinary. However, the client
must personally indicate willingness to come to the
House of Affirmation for therapy.

The enclosed Historical Data Form should be completed by
the client and returned to the Director. Also enclosed
is "authorization for release of personal records".

This form should be signed by the client, sent to the
physician and/or psychologist who is or has tended to

the needs of the client, and who will forward the records

to the House of Affirmation.

This information is necessary to enable the Clinical Staff
to properly evaluate the client's presentation, assess

his or her needs for therapy, and determine whether or not
he or she would benefit from our residential psychotheolo-

gical therapeutic program.

a client's stay can only be determined

The length of
We have

following complete evaluation while in residency.
but one waiting list for all our centers, Whitinsville,
Massachusetts, Montara, California, Webster Groves, Missouri.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

We do require a written statement from the Superior/Ordinary

informing us that she/he is supportive of the client's
decision and is willing to assume full responsibility for

all expenses incurred throughout the client's stay at the
House of Affirmation.

Should you have any questions with regard to billing
information concerning our centers at Montara, Webster
Groves, Boston, or Whitinsville, please do not hesitate
to contact Mrs. G.P. Parenteau, R.N., D.Theo. at

617-234-6266.
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June 13, 1980

Reverend John Slown

St. Joseph's Parish

211 North Center Street
Bradley, IL 60915

Dear John:

It was good to have the opportunity to talk withypuu
the other day and clarify some of the issues. 1 appreciated your
candor and I understand your feelings.

According to our conversation, I am relieving you of
your duties as pastor at St. Joseph's in Bradley, effective June 19,
1980. I agree with the plans that are being made for an evaluation
which is scheduled to take place beginning Sunday June 22nd. It is my
understanding that within a few days, we hope to have a report as well
as a definite date of acceptance. During the time that you will be away
from the Diocese, it is understood that your monthly salary will be paid
by the Diocese beginning with the month of July.

You have been in my prayers during these past several
weeks, and I assure you that you will continue to be remembered in the
weeks ahead. I look forward to having the opportunity of welcoming you
back to ministry in the Diocese. Your ministry has been very effective,
and you are well aware of that fact. I hope that this knowledge will
offer you some comfort and encouragement during this difficult time.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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June 18, 1980

Reverend John Slown
St. Joseph's Parish
211 N. Center Avenue
Bradley, IL 60915

Dear Jack:

Enclosed please find the material we've been waiting
for. I notice the House would appreciate receiving the completed
forms prior to your arrival.

Please tell me about your plane arrangements.

Asking God's blessing on you and placing my complete
confidence in you, I am

Cordially yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Raymond J. Vonesh
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet

RIV:bjd
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MOST REVEREND RAYMOND VONESH, D.D.
BISHOP OF DIOCESE OF JOLIET

425 SUMMIT STREET

JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60435

DEAR BISHOP VONESH:

ENCLOSED PLEASE FIND TESTING
MATERIALS PER YCUR TELEPHONE REQUEST
OF JUNE 13, 1980. IF WE CAN BE OF
FURTHER ASSISTANCE TO YOU REGARDING
THIS MATTER, PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO
CONTACT THIS OFFICE.

SINCERELY,

SHIRLEY FREDIANT
SECRETARY /RECEPTIONIST

13 JUNE 1980
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October 28, 1980

Reverend John Slown

Our Lady's Hall

287 liighland Street

Milton, Massachusetts 02186

Dear John,

Many thanks for your lengthy letter. It was good
to hear from you. I was getting anxious about not having heard
from you. I am pleased that things seem.to be going so well for
you, I really appreciated your letter and the understanding that
you seem to have found.

You noted that vou would hegin the program at St.
Luke's Institute around December lst. I gsuess for some reason I
had presumed that you would be able to begin this program almost
immediately and would not have to stay at Our Lady's Hall.for such
an extended period. When I mentioned to you that I would see you
around Christmas time, it was with the understanding that you
would be there for approximately four months overall., I guess I
had not planned on the long stay at Cur Lady's Hall. In regard
to your question about what I would want you to do, I think that
I will leave that entirely in the hands of yourself and the
administraters. If they feel that you are able to come home
before that time, that will certainly be fine with me, and I am
sure with you also. If, on the other hand, they feel that you
should take the entire vrogram, then I guess I would concur with
their opinion, That is a judgment which I really am not in a
position to make, and ¥ would be satisfied with whatever is
determined by you and those in charge.

Many thanks for your prayers for the comvocation,
I think on the whole, it was a great sugcess. The priests reaily
seeme d to enjoy having the opportunity of being together and 1
think some very positive things have come from that. As you know,
many of the priests went with apprehension and misgivings., Those
seem to have been disaipated and the general result was 2 hope filled

/
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spirit. I am looking forward to good things.

You &now that you are in my Prayers by name daily, 1
hope that all is going well for you. Many people codtinue to ask
about you and tell me that they are praying for you. Drop me a
line from time to time to keep me informed about yourself,

#ith every best wish,

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet ’
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287 Highland Street

Milton, Mass. 02186

Most Reverend Joseph L. IB]GSCh,D.D. (617) 696-0593
Chancery Qffice

425 sSummit Street Dec. 7, 1980
Joliet, Illinois. - 60435

TC eeesees The Diocese of Joliet, Illinois (Att:- Bishop Imesch)

FROMesesee The Priest Recovery Program- Archdiocese of Boston, Mass.

FOR eeesee _Rev, John C, Slown

Residential Rehabilitation Program of P.,R.P. =

Primary Treatment Phase - preparatory to admission
S5t Luke Insitute, Holliston Mass

(admiited there..p.m. Dec 2,19E0)
E HERE .. 70 DaySe.e.e.eviz 9/24 - 12/2 ,19&0
RATE eeeees P H0.0C per diem...viz 70days at $4C.CC...3 2800,00

TOTAL DUE,.. $ 2800.00

Respectfully sabmlt ed, ;
f,}/f?/ Letiess we u&;?’{\_
Wme dJ. ahan /O P I - Director/P.R.P

:’
i f

Encl. ~‘io Bishop..Argticle 3oston Filto
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1n the ;iast._:lieéeée,. dte-a&itude of

__the Church and society toeward.

.alcoholism, the country's second
.. greatest health problem, has changed
. from a do-nothing position to cne of
- enlightened action. A special
. apostolate on alcoholism in priests
and religious was initiated in June,
1972  when Cardinal Medeiros
promu!gated “to the clergy and
“'religious - a "policy ‘and pracedural
. statement on a!cohohsm

recognizes algcholism as a disease, a
. threefold illness of bedy, mind and

 epirit. Its concern is with the serious

impact th__i{s disease has on -the

. physical, emotional and spiritual life
of the priest, as well as its societal efs

fect on their ministry to the people of

God. As is true of any other illness,
alcoholism is no respecter of person,

state of life or vocatsen. One out of

' ten persons who use’ glcohel is !mble

te become an aImhohc.

mamwmmcnmn has
.t "is on the premise of these 5. a

sh.arect in the ignorance and inactio
- which has characterized gocaaty

at-
- titude toward the alcoholic, Too often ™
:Entitled, ®Priests Recovery Program™

in the past he was stigmatized as a

" ‘weak’ person, forally deficient in the
virtuous use of the beverage drug,
. alcohol, ' This ettitude made
. ‘alcoholism’ virtually synonymous
| with wilful ‘drunkenness,’ the
- theological sin: Hence the policy of
_the Church was to isolate and conceal
~ the a!cohailc ‘priest or religious, lest
_ he occasion ‘scandal’ in the faity. Ad-
. mittingly, this aititude was neither
' consonant - with ' truth, justice nor

' charity. Further it.impeded the sick

' perso;:_ia acoeptms his ll}ness and

: A'lédholism Treated In

“ and formally accepting the alcoholic

© treatment.
In agreem_ent with competen"t :

bealth authorities, the policy formally

" inevitably will lead to irreparable

~available. -

-Qur Lady's Hall in Milton, Mass. The

Becatm of the t,hen current at-

2003374

 Priests Recovery Program

ity ¥ oy, TRy I

‘titude, the dedicated work of Fathers superiors or other concerned parties,
Thomas Foley and Gerald Hogan the program provides the following
among alcoholic priests and religious services: ;

was given little- official recognition
and was not publically known. The
present pelicy of openingly admitting

Odmgn%tzr evaluation - of

alcoholism and other chemlcai
dependencies;

as a sick person, in need of help

because he is unaware of his illness is

certainly more humane and Christian.

8

. referral to hoa'pitais or
alccholism facilities for' acute
Rte phase of physical detoxification;
Early identification and referral to
it is  sound preventative 3.
medicine.’ It alone can arrest the
progression of the illness, which

referral to specialized long-term
therapy at alcoholism
rehabilitation centers. when
recessity so ggycates
organic, mental and spiritual
detérioration. Alccholism is a killer f4,
disease, and bodily and spiritual life
is the issue at stake. While it is an in-
curable disease, its progression can be
arrested. Unfortunately, because of
soczety’g ignorance and miscon-
ceptions, only a small percentage of
the total alcoholic population will
receive’ and accept ' the treatment

residentla! rehabihtl.tl_on 4
" therapy at Our Lady's Hall, in- |
cluding didactic lectures on
multiphasic aspects of 3
alcoholism, individual and group -
therapy and coum;elmg, daily.
participation in the open and. |

meetings with fellow prieats who
have undergone treatment; :

. drop-in center for in- -
‘pstablished facts, that the policy and formational and supportive =
procedure of the Archdiocese it based. therapy; ' B

a center for the spiritual renewal
of its members;

its headquarter office is located at 8.

pregram is administered by the Rev.
William J. Shanahan, O.M.1.. assistec

by—thrﬂer.—’FeW.P
Both priests have the professional

7. a Clearinghouse of information
and guidance for priests and

religious who encounter
training and personal experience as alcoholism in  their apostslic
- ¢counselor in alcoholism ministry j :

rehabilitatien. A professional panel of
Health Advisors apd an advisory
board of clerics and layman are in-
corporated into the administrative
structure.

His Eminence, Cardinal Medeirons
has given this apostolate a4 high
prioritv. under his immediate jurisdic-
tion, and hopefully anticipates the
] ; cooperation of the clergy and religious

To priests or religious who refer\ in implementing the goals of this
themselves or are referred by theig) apostolate

75)” -J'-:i/"'?a/ A S - #35s5785F-

closed meeting of Alcoholics '
| Anonymious in the ares, weekly -
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SURVEYING THE GROUNDS ... Rev. William J.
Shanahan, O.M. 1, administrator of the Priests Recovery sonal experience as counselors in alcoholic

Pragram, looks over the grounds of Our Lady's Hall in

Page 8

Friday, June 11, 1976

Boston, Mass.

Milton. Fr. Shanahan and his assistant, Rev. Terence June, 1972,

Sullivan, O.P., have had professional trai'ningz'érid_ pa'r-.

rehabilitation. This special apostolate was initiated in’

(PILOT Photo by Stack)
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_ February 20, 1981

Reverend John Slown

St. Luke Institute

120 Goulding

flolliston, Massachusetts 01746

Dear John,

I receiwed your letter of February 11th and have read it
several times, You probably don't realize it, but that is a great
letter! I really would like to share that with all of the priests of
the diocese, at least parts of it, but will not do so. Your positive
appreciation of what has been happening in your life is a great blessing,
and I am thankful to the Lord that the opportunity arose to.take advant-
age of the program at the Institute. You will have an opportunity that
many of our priests could use, but will never be able to. Your knowledge
and appreciation of yourself will be founded on facts, and you will be
able to know why and how you operate and what to do about it. I have
no doubt that this has been a time of blessing for vou,

I can well understand your atatement that you look upon your
alcoholism as a gift. T have long felt that those who are able to admit
the illness become better priests. I think frequently of the phrase, I
think it is during the Baster vigil ceremony, ""Oh happy fault". I feel
that only those who have found it necessary to experience the forgiveness
of the Lord really can look upon Jesus as Savior and know how much he
really does love them. I am so pleased that this is happening to you,
and I am anxious for you to return to actfve ministry in the diocese, I
think you will be a great blessing for our people and will be a much more
effective priest.

I am delighted, 4nd 1 knoy you must be, with the obvious
progress you are making as evidenced by your being placed in a separate
home. That must really make you feel good, I felt all along that when
you went to St. Luke's, you would be way ahead of the others who wers
there, 1 believe you started working on your problem as socon as you
could without waiting for someone else to assist you. I think you
deserve a lot of credit for making thtt sffort by yourself. FKhat

/
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happens at St. Lukes will give you the necessary foundation to help you
in the future.

I don't know what the weather is 1like in Massachusetts, bhut
we are experiencing an unhelievable warm spell. It has been in the sitties
for the past two days and while its too early for spring, it sure makes
one think of it. I don't know how much longer this will last, but no
one is complaining about it. Even if the heavy snow fall comes now, it
will disappear quickly. Just a week ago we got hit with a real blizzard
of about 9 inches worth of snow and extremely cold weather. In a week
it was all gone with this warm spell.

I can tell from your letter that you are doing well, and I
am grateful for that., I am sure that you heard that Father Dick Ruffalo's
mother passed away, Dick held up very well during the funeral. Bill
Jaeger preached the homily and gave me a good idea of what Mrw. Ruffalo
must have been like., She seemed like a delightful women. Losing a
mother is alwagy difficult and painful experience. I am sure that Dick
would appreciate hearing from you if you have not already written to
him.

Again, my thanks for your _great letter. It hélped to make
my day. I keep you in my prayers daily and ask that you remember me
and the people of the diocese in yours,

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP
May 20, 1981

Reverend John Slown
Divine Savior Church
67th & Main Streets
Downers Grove, Illincis 60515

Dear Father Slown:

As we had discussed earlier, I am appointing you as an
associate pastor (Canon 476) at Divine Savior Parish, Downers Grove,
effective May 15, 1981. I grant you general delegation for marriages
in Divine Savior effective May 15th.

Father Rudden has agreed to accept you in this capacity
with the understanding that you would remain with him until a suitable
pastorate was available. In addition, as I mentioned to you, it may be
necessary from time to time to ask you to fill in at various parishes
should an emergency arise. Every effort will be made not to interrupt
your stay at Divine Savior, but I thought you should be aware of the
possibility of being asked to do this additional work. Should our pro-
gram of sabbaticals take effect this Fall, it may very well be that I
would have to ask you to fill in for one of the priests selected.

Father Rudden is aware that you will not be able initially
to assume a full work load. It will be helpful if both of you could come
to a clear understanding of job expectations. Such an agreement would
eliminate the possibility of any misunderstanding concerning your role.

It was good to see you on Monday. As I said,you looked
extremely well and very relaxed. 1T know that these last few months
have been very difficult for you, but also very beneficial. What you
have learned and what you have been through will help to make you an even
more effective minister of the Gospel. Your experience will also help
you to be of assistance to your fellow priests.

I repeat again my happiness in having you become active once
more in the diocese, and I assure yocu of my readiness to be available to
you. I hope that you will take an active part in the cluster meetings of
your area, as you will have much to offer your brother priests.

With a promise of my prayers for your ministry, I am

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

cc-Reverend Victor Rudden

425 SUMMIT STREET, JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60435
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DIVINE SAVIOR PARISH .

67th and Main Streets o Downers Grove, IL 60515

June 8, 1981

Most Rev. Joseph L., Imesch, D.D.
Bishop

Diocese of Joliet

425 Summit Street

Joliet, IL 60435

Dear Bishop,

In recently rereading Rev, John Slown's letter of
appointment to Divine Savior Parish | notice an indi~
cation that John should expect to fill in for priests
who will be taking a sabbatical this fall,

If this is still your intention, what does this entail?
Will John be filling in while still being at Divine
Savior or will he be, for a period of time, at some
other parish? | am concerned because of the hardship
of not having him here for a period of time. | am
concerned for my people who have very joyfully received
him here. And, | am concerned for John himself that he

would not feel like a substitute,
Hoping for a little light on these matters, | remain
Sincerely,

o s ? } 7/
{;{i&iﬁ&f; /'\;Jagfggﬁégaﬂ,

Rev., Victor Rudden
Pastor

VR :mbk
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June 11, 1981

Reverend Victor Rudden
Divine Savior Parish

67th and Main Streets
Downers Grove, Illinois 60515

Dear Vie,

In response to your letter concerning Father Slown's
letter of appointment, it was my intention to have Father Slown fill
in as Pastor of a parish should some emergency or need arise. I
mentioned sabbaticals because there may be a possibility that we
will have a program for that for the diocese. If a pastor were
chosen, particularly one from a2 one man parish, it is likely that
I would ask Father Slown to take over that parish for the duration
of the sabbatical, probably three months. Other possibilities where
I might ask him to serve would be in case of illness or some other
emergency. '

Because Father Slown has been a pastor, I am anxious
to continue him in that role, and particularly to show my confidence
in him. I recognize that this would mean an interruption in his
service at Divine Savior. However, when I assigned Father Slown
to assist you, I did not envision him as remaining there without
interruption, nor did I look upon him as the final solution to
getting assistance in your parish. I am hopeful that this Fall I
will be able to assign someone to you full time.

I had discussed these possibilities with Father Slown
and he seemed to be in agreement with the possibilities. It may
very likely be that there will be another period of time, short I
am hopeful, that you would be without any assistance. It may also
be that the need will never arise and Father Slown will stay with
you without interruption. I merely wanted to make him aware of the
possibility of calling upon him to fill in during a time of need. I
recognize that this does not put you in the most secure of positionms,
but I wanted you to be aware of our|situation. I will try not to
disrupt the situation there, unless absolutely necessary. I hope
that this sheds some light on thé matter. Should there be any
further question, please give me a call.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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DIVINE SAVIOR PARISH

67th and Main Streets ¢ Downers Grove, IL 60515

July 29,1981

Most Rev. Joseph L. Imesch, D.D.
Chancery Office

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear Bishop Imesch:

Once again I want to thank you very much for your support,
concern, kindness, understanding, and love that you gave
to me during my illness with the terminal disease of al-
coholism, Words fail to adequately express what this meant
to me and my recovery. I only have the warmest of feelings
towards vyou.

During the past week, I went back to St. Luke's Institute
for my first workshop. I had deep positive feelings about
it, and they were tetally fulfilled. It was great to see
the people that I had gone through the program with, as
well as to see the many previous graduates that I had met
at the 1980 January workshop. I found the workshop very
meaningful and beneficial for me.

As I reflect over the past year, the manner of léaving the
active ministry, through the various phases of treatment,

and my re—entry into the active ministry, I see God's hand
guiding me. As you well know, some things I did't appreciate,
but now I can see God's loving presence in them all. My
re-entry has had a few difficult spots, but they have drawn
me closer to God and helped me to put a deeper faith and
trust in Him, One very important thing that sobriety and

the A.A. program have given to me is that Sacred Scripture
has become more alive and meaningful to me. More and more

I realize that my alcoholism is a blessing and a happy fault.

While I was out east, I went over to the House of Affirmation
and saw Fr. Joe Voss. He looks good and has a very positive
outlook about the preogram. He realizes that the program is
going to run several months., We were both happy to see each
other, talk about our programs, and have dinner together.

He said to say hello to you and be assured that all is going
well with hin.

Before I close, T was wondering if the diocese will pay for
my transportation to and from the workshops, in.that they
are part of the treatment program. If the diocese will pay,
who do I send the bill to?
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' DIVINE SAVIOR PARISH

67th and Main Streets ¢« Downers Grove, IL 60515

Wishing you all the best - love and prayers - during this
beautiful summer time, I remain,

Your recovering alcoholic brother in Christ,

0

John C. Slown

Reverg
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August 12, 1981

Reverend John C. Slown

Divine Savior Parish

67th & Main Streets

Downers Grove, Illinois 60515

Dear John,

3 Many thanks for your letter and your kind words. Your
i positive strength comes through all over the place! I am pleased
that you had a chance to go back to St., Luke's and take part in a
workshop. 1 imagine there are many memories there for you, good ones
as well as painful ones. It must have been good also to see some of
the people with whom you shared so much during those days.

I am glad also that yoy had a chance to speak with Joe
Voss. I received a letter from him sometime ago, and he sounded like
he was guite content with the program. I am sure he enjoyed having a
chance to be with you and share séme of his feelings with a friend.

With regard to payment for youyr transportation to the
workshops, I would prefer to share that bill equally with you. This
is normally what we do with those who are on out-patient basis, If
you will send me what our half of the expenses are, I will see that
ascheck is issued to you for that amount.

I hope that things are going well for you at Divine
Savior. From your account, you have already experienced a few
difficulties. Both of us expected that, and that’s not all bad,
because that is reality. The fact that vou overcame them must pave
you encouragement and strength. I am delighted that you have been
drawn closer to the scriptures. Isn't it amazing how we can
overlook something as helpful as scripture for so many years!

You are in my prayers each day by name, and I am
grateful to you for the opensess and understanding that we share.
I am grateful, too, for your prayers. That means much to me.

Sincerely\in Christ,

/

Most RevernedJoseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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November 6, 1981

Reverend John Slown, Administrator
St. Mark's Church

303 E. Parkway Drive

Wheaton, Il1linois 60137

Dear Father Slown:

! With the resignation of Reverend Fugene Parnisari as
pastor of St. Mark's in Wheaton, I am appointing you Vicar Oeconomus
(Canon 472-47%) of St. Mark's parish. As we had discussed, this appoint-
ment will be in effect as of November 3rd of this year, and will remain
in effect untfr 4 new pastor for St, Mark's is chosen. As I mentioned
to you, this will probably not take place until after the first of the

year,

I am very grateful to you for your ready willingness
to accept this ipterim assigmment. This will be a very difficult time
for the parish, and I am confident that you can help them to adjust to
what has happened . Plsase be assured of a remembrance in my prayers,
and a readiness of =y part to be of assistance, should you so wish.

Sincersly in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet :
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#t. Mark’s Catholic Church $03371
303 EAST PARKWAY DRIVE
WHEATON, ILLINOIS 60187
(312) 665-0030

Decemben 3, 1981

Most Rev. Joseph L. Imesch, D.D.
Chancery 0ffice

425 Summit Street

Joliet, TRLinois 60435

Dear Bishop Imesch:

Several months ago, you informed me that the diocese would pay half of

my Transportation costs tec my agter-care workshops, In July, Lt cost

$260.00 to §Ly round-#nip §rom Chicago to Boston and back. So, the

neimbwisement by the diocese to me 48 $130.00. I am thank§ul and appre-
° cdate very much Zthe diocese doing this forn me.

Things are going verny well for me at St., Mark's. 1€ 48 an excellent
experience. One that is helping me fo use much of what 1 Learned at

St. Luke's Institute and from A.A. AL T can say 45 that God truly Loves
me and 48 daily blessing me. For each day, as 1 turn my will and Life
over fo His care, He takes it at face value and throughout the day
rneminds me of this fact..1t sure 48 providing me an opportunity Lo grow
in Love, trwust, and faith in the Lond.

There 45 something that Sr, Rosemary Zold me aftern seeing you a couple
of weeks ago that has me puzzled and bewildered. You were fo have said
Zhat T would be the "Least" Likely candidate f§or the pastornate of St.
Mark's. The reason you gave was that 1 would have had fwo months ad-
vantage on other candidates by being administraton of the parish. You
were further fo have stated that if 1 was made paston of St. Mark's,

The priests might think that you by-passed the system by making me
administrator and then pastor, eventhough 1 applied for the position as
did the otherns. To say the Least, this thought process has produced negative
geelings in me of hurt, resentment, and bewilderment. This Led me to ask
myselg the question - 45 my future assignments going Lo depend on the
expressed feelings of some of the presbyteriate towarnds them or by you,
the Ondinary? 1 have been taught over the past year to go fo the sowtce
0f a situation, This £s why T am bringing it Zo your attention.

With all best wishes, Love, and prayers of this holiday season, 1 nemain,
Sincerely yourns in Chaisi,

Crtled o~ f -

end John C. Sfown

P.S. Congratulations on your 25th Ann,ium'ﬁfc/y fo the Priesthood. May God
grant you many more frultful and happy yearns in the priesthood.
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PROFESSION 0F FAITH '

* wp,” Reverend John Slown | with firm faith, believe and profess all and
everything that is contained in the Symbol of Faith that is:"

I believe in one God. The Father almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth,
and of ail things visible and invisible. And I believe in one Lord,
desus Christ, the Only-begotten Son of God. Born of the Father before
all ages. God of God, Light of Light, true God of true God. Begotten,
not made, of one substance with the Father. By Hhom all things were
pade. Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven. And
He became flesh by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary: And was made Man.
He was also crucified for us, suffered under Pontius Pilate, and was buried.
And on the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended
intc heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead. And of His kingdom there will
be no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. Who together with the Father

* and the Son is adored and glorified, and Who spoke through the prophets.
And one holy, Catholic and Apocstolic Church. 1 confess one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. And I await the resurrection of the dead. And
the life of the world to come. Amen. -

"I firmly embrace and accept all and everything which has been either
defined by the Church's solemn deliberaticn or affirmed and deciared

by its ordinary magisterium concerning the doctrine of faith and morals,
according as they are proposed by it, especially those things dealing
with the mystery of the Holy Church of Christ, its sacraments and the
sacrifice of the Mass, and the primacy of the Roman Pontiff."

DATE C;t.u.. 22, I9ED

pmca%&
¥R EE2TREEREEEEETELEER

~On g";f@_‘ 23 s 19§D, at ) /e a.m., the Reverend
p.m.
_&au appeared before me and made the“Profession of

Faith, thus by particular Law of the Church, he took canonical possession of
_L,Qm : Parish Lt s i , Ilinois
o~ % /5 F0

Bishop
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

February 23, 1982

Reverend John Slown
St. Mark's Parish
303 E. Parkway Drive
Wheaton, I1 60187

Dear Father Slown:

In order to provide for the pastoral care of the people
of St. Irene's Parish in Warrenville, I appoint you to the position of
pastor in that community. This appointment will take effect on March 3,
1982 at which time your position as administrator of St. Mark's Parish
in Wheaton will be terminated. I ask that as soon as convenient you
arrange to make the customary Profession of Faith before me, Bishop
Vonesh, Bishop Ryan, Father Donnelly or one of the Deans acting as my
delegates according to the provision of canon law.

I want to thank you sincerely for your acceptance of
the role as administrator at St. Marks. I am grateful for the leader-
ship you have exercised and pray that the Lord will make your new
ministry fruitful and that you will be an authentic witness of the
Good News.

I ask that you make every effort to join together
with the other priests of your cluster in order that you might have
the opportunity to offer them support and encouragement as well as
enriching your own ministry. As much as possible I ask you to
cooperate with the priests of the nearby parishes in providing
programs for your people. Such cooperation provides the people
with a very graphic example of what it means to be Church.

Assuring you of my willingness to be of any
assistance to you and of my prayers for you in your new assignment,
I am

Sincerely in Christ,

A Aaseeq

ost Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

425 SUMMIT STREET, JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60435
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woman)

- I (Fr. S8lown) ana god are walking the same patih
but you, you can do whatever you want.

- I know wnere I want to be wnen it is all said
and done and if you want tc ccniinue to be so-
callea "Cnristians" and opesrais in a "iickey
Mouse" fashion, well, good luck. I hope you
make it (to eternal happiness).

- My first duty is to Jonn Siown and then my
pastorsinip and then possibiy The parishioners
of 8t. Irene's, but then I may not be here in
six months or a year but that's fine because I
may just leave this diocese anyway.

Sprinkled throughout these were several other statements
that are impossible to recall with vulgarities used such as:
bullshit, damn, hell, bastards, son c¢f a biich, as well as
calling several women "babes" in & very derogatory fasnion.

(A previous incident in the churcn after a liturgy also
revealed this propensity for swearing.)

I have purposely tried to candicly convey the expressions
used to point cut wnats I, and tne ouizer PHB members present,
pelieve to be a very grave situation.

Several outner similar incidents occurred that day among
ouvaers and previous aistateful encouniers nave already
occurred in tne parish since the arrival of ¥r. Slown. The
list is guiite extensive yetl he has only been with us for
apout seven weeks which includes tane twelve days of vacaticn
time away Irom his duties. Clearly ine man is deeply
disturoed and is in need of help in crder 10 resolve tne
conrlicts tnat torment him.

Certainly the welfare of Fr, 3lcwn anda of ¥Fr. Tom Bristow,
our asscciate pastor, is a major concern, but I am most con-
cernea because I now knew the damage that has been inflicted
from sucn an encounter and the difficulties mature and dedicatea
adults nave in not only understancing this behnavior but some-
how accepting it. The spirit of St. Irene's Parish is being
threatened and endangered by Fr. Slown's attitude and the way
he presents himself to the parishioners. It is just a matter
of time before the pressure again builds up within Fr. Slown
and some form of relief is needeaq.

Because of this experience I virtually tremble when I
think of the awesome damage that can be dealt my children
and others' children of St. Irene's Parish and School
should a similar incident occur witn them.

I would welcome the opportunity to meet and discuss
in more aetail whatever would help in.totally appraising
you of ine situation here at St. Irens's.

Finally, I can only urge you to consider this information
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MEMORANDUM August 3G, 1982
T0: Bishop Joseph Imesch
FRCM: Father William Donnelly

RE: Father John Slown

A lady from Naperville called this morning to comment on the
Saturday evening Mass at St. Irene's.

Father Slown preached about gossip and how people talking about
others annoys him very much. He mentioned that he would like to "punch in
the mouth anyone who gossips”. He would Tove to have them go to an
orthodontist as the result of this encounter.

He also is very insistant that everyone in church hold hands
at the Our Father. When they do not, he gets extremely excited and
carries on for quite sometime. He made some reference of the fact that
he realizes that holding hands is not readily acceptable to "North
American Caucasians”.

The woman has been a regular parishioner at St. Irene's for
sometime, and has witnessed other similar events. She has hesitated to
call before now since she is not technically within the boundaries of
St. Irene's although she does feel a part of the parish. Her husband
is a convert and is now going to SS Peter & Paul, and her son, a lawyer
who graduated from Notre Dame, is also going to other parishes.

b EQ

Reverend William Donnelly

. oo ottt £ i

e e T L AT .5)25f’,£2
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Septemver 3, 19R%2

The Most Reversnd Joseph L, Imesch, D,D,
425 Summit St.
Joliet, I1l, &OL35

Dear Bishop Imesch,

I am tsking this opportunity to write to you out of a deep
love and concern for my parish family of St. Irene's in Warren-
ville, I cs=nnot express to you haw it grieves me to have to
write this letter.

As a parish family, we have been through 2z tremendous up-
neaval sgince Father Joan Slown's arrival., Any parish receiving
a new pastor must expect some changes; however, I am not speaking
of mere policy relatsed chanrnges as much as crisis situations,

OQur Sunday collections nave drépped by approximately $1200 a
week. St, Irsne's has lost almost 50% of its parishonners. Our
parish ministry btoard kas 211 but ceased to function., Our C.C.,D.
program is in finenciszl straits due to lack of appropriate sub-
gidiss, and finally, our school may be forced to close! I ask
you how do you account for this? These are s=rious problems!

What was once a working, striving, loving faith community has
all cut been destroyed Lecause of one man.

Father Slown exhibits no conez'n for these sgitusiions, does
not support our children and their egchool by atisnding extra-
curricular activities after receiving numerous invitstions, and
exhitits porsonzlity changes to such extirsmes that he is totally
unapproachable. I hzve talked to aimj others h2ve begged him,

There are many specific instances which I would like to sh=zre
with you regarding Father Slown's inabilities ss our pastor;
nowever, I will take this opportunity to only share one. It is
my undsrstanding th=t ozne of the First Holy Communion maeses
scheduled was a total disaster for the children and thelr families,
Father Slown exhivited extreme displays of anger and hostility
during this most important liturgy. I ask you is it normal be~
havior for a pastor to show such distasteful regard toward a group
of children who 2re to receive their Lord for the first time?

If you cannot understand my psrspective as zn =2d4ult, maybe you
should sce our protlems through the eyes of our children. Should
our school bve forced to close, where are our children going to
receive the Christian education they s0 riculy decerve? What
have these 185 innocent children done to d=servs to be “orbidden
the risht to know thair God 2néd lesarn to love him? Even dJdesus
himself welcomagd ths children and asked that they not Tte turned
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I have talked to Father Slown on a number of occasions and he knows of my
concern about his actions. I have every hope that with the efforts of
Father Slown and the support of the people of St. Irene's, th2 situation
will be improved.

I understand your appreciation of Father Bristow. He is
a good priest and will continue to be so. I had hoped that Father Slown
and Father Bristow would be able to operate together harmonicusly, but it
is quite evident that it is not possible. That is a situation that arises
in a number of parishes for a number of reasens. At one time I think I
expected all priests to be able £o get along with each otner, but I think
age and experience have taught me the fact that we are humans and that
sometimes makes it impossible. That does not lay the blame on either
of the priests, it simply is a fact of personality or pastoral style
differences. As you know, I have appointed Father Charles Wneeier to
be an associate at St. Irene's. I think he will be able to offer support
and encouragement tc Father Slown while at the same time confronting him
when necessary. I hope that the people of St. Irene's will see Father
Slown as a person who needs their help, as much as they need his. There
has been inore than enough gossip and rumor in the parish about Father
Slown and some of his activities. Father Slown has done enough things on
his own to be confronted with, without having to answer to charges that
are not ture.

Perhaps if you had an opportunity to know Father Slown
on a more personal basis,you might be able to understand him and
appreciate him for the human being that he is. Simply because he is
a human being, he is in need of support and encouragement as every
human being is, but he is also in need of constructive criticism when
it is called for. I am hopeful that a combination of the two by the
parishioners of St. Irene's will help to bring peace to the parish.

I appreciate your writing to me and I hope that my comments wili be
of some help to you.

Sincerely in Christ,

A o it

/oSt Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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ST. IRENE COUNCIL, No. 6710
Warrenville, lllinois

A NOTE TO:

FATHER JOHN
COUNT ON US
WE'RE BEHIND YOU

A Note to brother Knights:
Whv did vou become a Knight of Columbus?

Check 1 or 2, or éll if they are true:

Someone twisted your arm?

A close friend honored you with an invitation?

You were pushed by your bride or relative?

You were interested in playing cards and drinking beer?
You felt it was a way to be a better catholice?

You felt it was a way to serve your church?
You felt you could make better business contacts?
You admired the accomplishments of the K of Cs?

You adﬁired the character of an individual X of C?
You wanted to carry a sword and wear a feathered hat?

You wanted a bargain on your insurance rate?

Oo0o00oooooooo

Other (please specify)

Moreover, how did you FEEL when returning home after your 3rd Degree?
O charged Up? [ Ready to help others? [cCiloser to God?
[J Like a new Christian Crusader? [ Like a saint in the making?

The spirit was there, but did it last? Did it last thru the fender bender, the
traffic tickets, the juicy gossip, the tax return?
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Now look in the mirror. Are you a Knight worthy of your own praise, proud of E

[

<

yourself, helping others, the Church, your pastor? \‘9\ @@?
\

i::] HEY! its time to prove yourself, to yourself,

Much has been said i
e B about Fr. John, some of it hearsay, some blown out of proportion,

1 s )
It's our duty, our right, our charge as Knights to defend, protect and serve our

Church, our past = : ;
iy Joﬁn. 2] or and anyone else that has been or is being wronged as is

In a community like ours, he needs help, our help.

It's up to you (us) to spread the word about this man of the cloth that is truthful,
not gossip. His foes are formidable - we've seen how they've attacked the authority,
destroyed the peace of mind and weakened the Catholic family of our community.

| The Pastor, the Police, the Politicians and the Polish have more than the letter
i 'P' in common, they all are easy pickin's for jokes, slander and gossip.

It may have been a 4th Degree Knight that first typed the words "Now is the time
for all good men to come to the aid of their country." But any Knight knows it's
our goal to be an aid to our Church - and that includes our pastor.

What do we know abouf him?

1. The Bishop trusted him to do God's work in our community. A lot of good
can be made of that.

2. The Bishop has certainly heard the gossip and apparently still feels Fr. John
is strong enough to overcome those who would gossip - sometime just to
attack the cloth.

3. Fr. Mahoney was attacked, Fr. Charlie probably would have been - had he not
charged in like a shooting star and dazzled us with magic tricks and fun
ideas. Who would have followed his act? You? St. Peter? The Bishop picked
Fr. John and he knows him a lot better than any of us do.

k. What characteristics would you have looked for? ‘Another Fr. Charlie (he
was one of a kind)? A strong man, a business man? A good man, of course.

5. Fr. John, by all accounts, has carried his cross well and it's up to us (you
and I) to share the burden, by his side znd riding shotgun to protect his
cloth.

Remember the test of the fiber vs. the rope? _We are that rope ~ many Tibers
Joined together. We are XKuights of columbus -~ Oh!, and by the way - 50 IS
FR. JOHN!

FEEL CHARGED UP!, BE A CRUSADER AND DO GOD’S HORK!
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[ have already mentioned to you the negativity on the
part of Father Slown towards the Christmas Bazaar. He has predicted
that this major fund-raising event will be a Tlop. He ias already
stated that these funds will be used for doing some remodeling in the
church. Thare is no questicn that the church needs soms attention,
but when funds are short, it mey rot be the wisest pastoral decision
to undertake remodeiing. The remodeling seems to be Father Slown's per-
sonal decision without any consultaticn with others.

As a further example of his negative attitude, he wuas
reported to have said that $600 in donations that he had just received
would not keep the school open for even one day, rather than expressing
some appreciation for the gift.

The President of the Council of Catholic Women told me
that he came tou their latsst meeting and he had been drinking. When I
pushed her on this particular point, she couid only say that it certainiy
appeared to her that he had been drinking. She said his manners and
behavior were unacceptable. He was "helling and damning" throughout the
meeting. This is a women with whom [ have spoker before and she seems
to be very reasonable, with no particular ax to grind. She was cne of
those xho attempted to help Father Siown in the beginning, but has been
held at arms length.

He has a practice, or at Teast it is more than a common
occurrence, of not keeping appointments with people. For whatever reason,
he is not available, whether he is away frcm the rectory or, at least in
one instance was asleep upstairs. He continues to have the notion that
the parish is out to get him and that he will bring the parish to its
knees. I am beginning to wonder whether he can successfully and happily
function in the parish-with that kind of an attitude towaras the people.

He refers to himself as "my number one problem" and
then tells people that he is the bishep's rumber one problem. 1 have
never said this tc him, but that is the way he has intrcduced himself
to me on a few occasicns. This does not seem to me to be a very
healthy or positive attitude. _

Just recentiy the local Knights of Columbus produced
a bumper sticker entitled, "Father John you can count on us". In their
publication they anncunce that they should supnort Father John since he
is also a fellow Knight. 1 don't know whether this was done with Father
John's concurrence or not, but it certainly is not going to help the
situation. It will orly help to divide the parish into camps.

As yet, it is too early to tell what effect the new
associate pastor in the parish will have on Father John's behavior. I
tend to think that Father John has not been entirely honest in his
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efforts towards sobriety. I get some feed-back that he is not attending

AA meetings or at least has had some negative feelings about them,

If vou think it would be of any help, I would be happy

to send you copies of some of the letters I have received from the

gs
parisnioners. They might give you a better idea of what is happening.

Thank you for all of your help.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Josepn L. Imesch
Bishop of Jcliet
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Naturally, I am concerned about what is
happening in St. Irene's parish, but I am also concerned about
Father Slown. I have every hope that he will be able to be
a good pastor for the community of St. Irene's.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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While I recognize that difficulties or differences of
opinions may arise between individual parishioners and yourself,
I will expect that these difficulties are handled in an appropri-
ate manner, and not be the cause of outbursts of temper or
intemperate remarks. Whatever differences there may be, they
will only be aggravated by such behavior on your part. In
addition, I feel that such behavior is a cause of confusion and
anxiety for your parishioners, since they do not equate such
behavior with that of a minister.

I would also expect you to take an active part in the
cluster meetings of your area, as well as participate in any
diocesan activities which are arranged for the clergy. 1I
recognize the many demands upon your time as a pastor, but I
think it is important that you participate in these activities.

I do not list these expectations with any thought of
laying additional burdens on you, but simply to let you know
that I care about you and your ministry and want to see you
succeed in this parish. John, I really feel that the moment
is ripe for a new beginning. I found the enthusiasm and
support of the people to be very sincere, and I really
believe they want to work with you. I would hope that you
would find the occasion to publicly apologize to your
parishioners for your past behavior and tec ask for their
forgiveness. You will not be diminished by such an action,
but rather will win the affection and esteem of your people.
I would hope also that you would be able to pledge to the
people your willingness to work with all of them for the
benefit of the community, and that you want nothing other
than to be their pastor and shepherd. In your ministry to
them, you will certainly find that you are being ministered
to as well.

I assure you of my continued prayers for you and my
support. I will do everything I can to help you in becoming
the priest I know that you are.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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My own philosophy in dealing with priests who have
problems is that we have to try to help them cvercome their
difficulties. At times this may have to be done by removing them
from the parish, but that is not always the better way. A priest
has to realize that he is not expected to be perfect, and that he
will not be removed at the first sign of a difficulty. At the
same time, I do not think that problems should be left unattended.
It is for this reason that Father Slown has received counselling
and is continuing to receive counselling.

The illness of Father Wheeler probably has Tittile
connection with Father Slown. People may interpret it that way,
but that would only be conjecture on their part.

I know that the situation at St. Irene's is difficult.
As I stated when I was there, I am certainly not content with
Father Slown's behavior. I will continue to confront him, as I have
several times in the past, whenever I feel his behavior:is inappropri-
ate. I will do all that I can to help him become the priest that he
is capable of being. To do that, I feel that I must call upon the
cooperation of the people of the parish community. That is painful
and difficult and I know that some will not agree with me, but I do
believe it is the right approach. Perhaps the time will come when
I will have to ask Father Slown to receive in-patient treatment.
When I feel that time has come, I assure you I will not hesitate
to ask him to accept that treatment. In the meantime, I ask for
your understanding and your prayers.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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OFFICE CF THE BisR0P

January 19, 1983

Reverend John Siown

St. Irene Parish
284551 Aurora - Box 408
Warrenville, 11 60555

" Dear John,

Yesterday I talked to Doctor Sy concerning my remarks to you.
He asked if I would be willing to delay my decision until you had seen
him. I said that I would, but I felt this was a delaying tactic on your
part. In deference to h1s wishes, I will not make a decision until after
Doctor Sy has seen you at the workshop in February I would expect you
to attend this workshop.

The basic reason for my decision was your delay in implement-
ing the suggestions I made to you sometime ago. If you were really serious
- about your alcoholism, I would have expected you to take care of those
matters immediately. As it is, I feel they were probably followed only
because I was coming to St. Irene's for a Cluster meeting.

As I mentioned to you, I felt that I have been open and
honest with you, but I do not feel that you have reciprocated. As I have
told you on many occasions, I want so much for you to succeed in this
assignment, that I am not willing to allow you any opportunity to fail.
There have been no major incidents, at least to my knowledge, since
your return in November, but there have been a sufficient number of
other situations which have caused me some concern. Under normal
circumstances, they would not cause me to take this action, but I do
not wish to ignore some-of these signs. My only concern is your health
and your welfare. If those are cared for, I know the people will be
cared for. I know what I am asking you to do is not easy, and I
certainly understand your reluctance. [ am agreeable to Decctor Sy's
suggestion and I will withhold my decision until after you have met
with him.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Jdoseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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associate says that John has said, evidently on a number of occasiong
"it is hell to be here.® This makes the associate wonder whether John
really can handle the problems of the parish, and whether his attitude
is limited to this particular parish or includes all parishes. Perhaps
you m|ght use some of this information to determine how comfortable
John is in a parish setting, or in this particular parish. He does
seem to be going uphill much of the time.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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at St.Irene's as long as I am convinced that you are really making an
effort to retain your sobriety. If I find that there are further
incidents of drinking, it will be necessary for me to have you step
aside as pastor of St. Irene's. You know that is something which I

do not wish to do, but if necessary, I will do it with great reluctance.
I have tried to deal honestly and fairly with you and 1 do not feel that
has always been the manner in which you have dealt with me. I mentioned
this to you, and said that I expected you to be up front with me in the
future. If I find this is not the case, I will have to do as I have
indicated.

You are a person with many gifts and talents, as you
have proven so often. I do not want to see those talents destroyed by
alcoholism, and I will do everything I can to help you avoid that.

You know that you are in my prayers each day and I ask that you remember
me also.

Sincerely in Christ,
ﬂz éJLuhmv&

Reverend Joseph L. Imesch

-

op of Joliet
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John Slown felt that Charlie was not open to a close relationship,
even though John pressed this on several occasions.

John will probably announce to his people his resignation this
weekend. I told him that he should be ready to move by Tuesday or
Wednesday of the first week in September. 1 also told him that he would
not have to move until we had found a place for him. It would be good
to list the Warrenville parish in the September J.0.B for a pastoral
situation. I think it is important that when the priests are interviews <«
they be told that there probably will not be an associate.

I told Father Slown to address his letter of resignation to
me and to send it to the attention of Father Donnelly. At that time,
if this is canonical, you might write him and accept it in my name.

J ] -~
B s -

Most Reﬂérenﬁidogeph L. Imesch
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August 29,1983

Most Rev. Joseph L. Imesch, D.D.
Chancery Office

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear Bishop Imesch:

According to our conversation on Thursday, August 25,1983,
I am rendering my resignation as Pastor of St., Irene's
Parish, Warrenville, Illinois, I wish to thank you very
much for your understanding and kindness in all that you
did for me while I was at St. Irene's.

With all best wishes and God's blessings, I remain,

Sincer%}y yours in Christ,

é%{%fé%;ﬂtf/

John C. Slown
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August 29,1983

Most Rev. Joseph L. Imesch,D.D.
Chancery Office

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear Bishop Imesch:

The two parishes that I would like to be considered to
be assigned to as an associate is Ascension Church,
Oakbrook Terrace or Christ the King Parish, Lombard,
I1linois, These are the only two parishes that I know
need an associate at this time. Also, I request to be
assigned to either of these parishes because they are
in an area where I attend my A.A. meetings.

Hopefully my requests will be granted, I remain,

Sincerely vours in Christ,
. 7

Re John C. Slown
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Sl HIth the re51gnat10n of 1ts pastor, the Rever?ﬂd-John Slown'l'j__'
S thes parxsh of:St. Irene S5 Harrenv111e, s now open ,'-“,;:7ff””_;}ge=

S St Irene's par1sh con51sts of some 1 000 Catho11c fam111es
‘Father Char%es Wheeler has been serving as associate pastor at the
parish. The parochial school enrolls 167 children, and there are an
additional 300 children attend1ng C C D. classes Hrs_ Joyce Zemba o
is the schoo] princ1pa1 Eoaan i g _f' '

Al St Irene 'S does have a par1sh sch001 board but as yet no
par1sh council has been established. During 1982 there were 127
_bapt1sms at St._Irene s and 25 marr1ages : :

“e S St Trape s is an estab11shed par1sh in a stab]e communxty
While a full-time associate pastor is assigned to the parish at the
present time, it is quite possible that the new pastar will not have
the advantage of a full-time associate in the future. Any priest
- wishing to apply for this parish should reai1st1ca1]y contemp]ate the
: -“prospect of being the on]y fu11 txme pr1est in St Irene Ste o

'“ Any priest of the Jo17et D1ocese who wou]d wish to appTy for ;
this opening should do so in writing to either Father William
Donnelly or Father dJohn Kloepfer before September 20, 1983. (B1shop S
Daniel Ryan will be in Rome during the middle part of September,

-s0 we ask no letters be sent to him.) The Personne1 Board then w111

i arrange 1nterv1ews w1th those who appTy
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BISHOP'S OFFICE 1 September 1983

Dear Father John,
Effective upon your receipt of this letter, at the
direction of Bishop Imesch, I hereby accept your
resignation as pastor of Saint Irene's Parish,
Warrenviiie, 111i:..is.
I want you to know. >f the gratitude of Bishop
Imesch for your praestly life and service during
the time of your assigrmment to Warrenville. I

- shall continue to be in contact with you as I work
to arrange your next assignment. Please know that
it is Bishop Imesch's wish that you remain comfortable
at Saint Irene's Rectory until your transfer is effected.
Upon receipt of your acknowledgement of this letter,
I shall appoint Father Charles Wheeler temporary
administrator of Saint Irene's Parish.
I assure you of my prayers and best wishes for your good
health and God's choicest blessings. I remain

Fraternally yours in Christ,

+ A2

The Most Reverend Daniel L. Ryan
Vicar General

By Special Mandate M
Ak

The Reverend John .'. Slown Q(\'
28 W 531 Aucura Road . j (_,R
Warrenville, Illinois 60555 \;04‘. y A
425 SUMMIT STREET, JOLIET. ILLINOIS 60435 \ \L\
X
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BISHOP'S OFFICE 9 September 1983

Dear Father John,

With a canonically effective date of 1 October 1983, I hereby
appoint you associate pastor of Christ the King Parish, Lombard.

I gran® you herewith general delegation for marriages in Christ
the King Parish.

Having spoken to you and to Father John Ryan, I know that you
will work out an actual date for your moving into the rectory
which will suit your mutual convenlence.

Please know of my prayers for your good health. I know that
Bishop Imesch will want you to keep in touch with him, to let

him know how things are going for you. If I can help you in
any way, just call me. T live but a stone's throw away from

your new rectory. Do take to heart the gnod advice of Bishop
Imesch to become really involved in your new cluster.

You have my prayers and those of Bishop Imesch as you dedicate
yourself to God's People in this new section of his vineyard.

With kindest personal regards, 1 am
Fraternally yours in Christ,

F R

The Most Reverend Daniel L. Ryan
Vicar General
By Special Mandate

The Reverend John C. Slown ~
P. O. Box 408
Warrenville, Illinois 60555

cc: Father John Ryan
Father Charles Wheeler

b : Rp. Timesch ~

425 SUMMIT STREET, JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60435
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Decamber 7, 1983

Brgerend John Slown
10020 Kennerly Road
St. Louis, MO 63128

Dear Jack:

Thank you for your kind note of November 27th and your
good wishes and pravers. I appreciate them so much. I am
¢ doubly happyv to be able to have good news for vou, and to
learn that the program in St. Louis is going along so well.
You know that you are daily in my prayers and thoughts,

and that T wish only the very best for you.

I shall immediately check to see why your monthly
check has not arrived. If there is any guesticon about 1it,
may I suggest that you contact either Bill Donnelly or Jim
Frederick at the Chancery, since my days and time there
will be limited indeed.

Let me take this oprortunity to wish you God's choicest
biessings, not onlv at the Holy Christmas Season soon upon
us, but throughout the New Year and your entire life.

With kindest personal regards, I am

Fraternally yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Daniel L. Ryan
Bishop-Designate of Springfield-in-Illinois -

LR:bid
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December 7, 1983

MEMORANDUM

TQ: Father Frederick
FROM: Bishop Ryan

Father Slown should have received a check for the
month of November in the amount of $400.00. Can you check
with Father John Ryan to see when he was last paid at
Lombard? I think it is Bishop Imesch's intention that he

‘ should be paid from the "Sick Priests' Fund® from the time
g that he left Lombard, according to their pay scale.

Thank you very much.

Bishop Byan

DLR:bjd
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December 12, 1983

Reverend John Slown
10020 Kennerlv Road
&t, Louis, MO 63128

You have prebably been wondering why I have not
written until now, just as I have been wondering why
=) ot written. Both of us probably have all
sasons why other one should have writtsn

the
atever the case, I will break the ice.

low are vou? I can imagine that these last

sevaral weeks have not been particularly easy for you, as
they have not been for anv of us. 1 can imagine the

o

sense of frustration and aiscouragament that you feel,

and vet I am hepeful that this occasion may be the one which
brings yvou to a realization and acceptance of what you

must do.

This Season of Advent, as we await the coming of
the Lord is a time of hope for all of us. We all
look forward to His coming in our lives, even while we
recognize that there are many doors in our lives that are
kept closed to Him.

I nray for you by name each dav in my morning
and a2vening pravers. This Christmas will be a most
difficult one for you, but it can alsc be one of joy and
peace, I pray that it will be,

Sincerely in Christ,
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Reverend John F. HARROLD 24

I hope to be able to pay a visit on the morning of Friday,

February 10th. 1 would appreciate it if you could provide me with
directions from the airport or from the hotel in which accommodations

are being made for the bishops.
I lTook forward to seeing you.

Sincerely in Christ,

4 Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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January 20, 1984

Reverend John. Slown

St. Michael's

1327C Maple Drive

St. Louis, Missouri 63127

Dear John,

Many thanks for your letter. You don't know how pleased I was
to receive it. I had just about given up hope of hearing from you, since
it had been so long since I had written to you. I guess I was looking

2" for some sign of sorrow or repentance from you and interpreted your
silence as a sign that you did not feel there was any need for these
feelings. VYes, I was indeed upset with you when [ talked to you on
the phone, but you could have avoided all of that very easily if you had
simply indicated some remorse. 0On the contyary, you tried to deny it
and then make light of it, as if it were nothing really important. At
the time, I didn't think you had any idea of how many people were
involved and how much damage could have been done to them, nor on how
much time had spent by Bishop Ryan and others on your hehalf.

I am pleased to hear that you are finding value in the program
and I hope that it will be beneficial to you. It must be clear to you
that the pattern of 1ife that has developed for you over these past
several yes#rs cannot continue if indeed you are going to be a minister,
or even more a fulfilled person,

As regards your future in the diocese I don't want toc make any
final judgement on that at this time, except to say that there are major
difficulties which would need to be overcome for you to continue here.
What all of this means for the future, I am not quite certain as yet, but
much will depend on the recommendation of your therapist, I would think,

[ am planning to come to St. Michael's on February 10th and
I hope to have an opportunity to see you sometime that morning. I will
lock forward to that. In the meantime, please be assured ofa ‘daily
remembrance in my prayers, which 1 also ask from you.
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February 20, 19384

Reverend John Slown

St. Michael's Center
13270 Maple Drive

St. Louis, Missouri 63127

Dear John,

. Tha letter you had written me on February 2nd was
’ awwaitigc me upon my return to Joliet. When I med with you I did not
rezlize that you had written me.

It was certainly good to see you and have the chance
talk with vou. You looked well and seemed well. I share your high
ré for . Hichasl's and for the program there, -

Father Foley is very optimistic, as am I. 1 tkought
wol exprassed it well when you sa1u pou but your 1ifa in the Lord's
hands and that you would trust Yim. 1 couldn't offer any better

advica.

Please know that you are in my prayers each day by
name, twice in fact, and that 1 care for you. Having the opportunity
to talk together was certainly helpful for me, and ! hope tt was for

you.
Take care of yourself and hang in there,

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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Rev. Michael E. Foley 2s

I am very grateful to you for your effort in making thsse
arrangements. I realize how difficult this must be ana [ acpreciats
everything you have done, not only to arrange this, but in caring for
John and Pat 0'Sullivan as well., I would appreciate it if you would
send both of them my grayers and test regprds. Ybu might tell John
that I had dinner with some friesnds of his on Sunday evening after a
Confirmation: Mr. and Mrs, Michael Hayes. They wanted toc be remembered
to him in a special way and to let him know that they are praying for
him.

If there is a need to carry on further negotiations about theee
arrangements, I will be happy to do so.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of doliet
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September 4, 1984

Réverend John Slown

Servants of the Parclete

Villa Louis Martin

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025

Dear Qohn,

I had intended to writte-'vou long before this but the
sweet. lure of summer enchanted me and I succumbed. When I =
thought about writing you, I realized that I had never
actually given you any appointment in your present assign-
ment, 8o I am doing that now, just for the record. With
the approval and encouragement of the S8ervants of the
Parclete in St. Leouis, I am granting you my permission to

o accept their offer to serve in the spiritual direction
program with the Servants of the Parclete at their residente,
Villa Louis Martin in Jemez Springs, New Mexice. Having had
the opportunity to speak with you I know how excited you
were about beginning this new position. The other day I had
the occasion to speak to Michael Foley and he told him how
well you were doing and how much the men appreciated your
assistance. That really has te be encouraging for you 2nd
affirming of your talent and ability.

For some reason I always npln& of New Mexico has being
stifling hot in the summer. If I‘m wrong, please don't correct
me, @gBpecially since we have just suffered through an incredzbly
hot and humid several days here. If you tell me that it's 75
degrees during the day and 50 at night, I will have you return
to the diocese immediately! .

{

I hope you are doing as wall as your reports indicate you

are. You might want to keep - S. 1 in your prayers

i siuce, unfortunately, is not éﬁing g0 well. I don't know what's
going to happen with him. Shortly after he came back fruom St.
Louis he left again and just recently was admitted to St.
Joseph's Hospital. Now he is unwilling to return to St. Louis
and by now has probably ref:eased himself from the hospital., I
really donr!'t know what's going to happen with £#< , but I know
—~ he would appreciate your prayers. v
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Reverend John Slown 2.

Take care of yourself and keep up the good work.,
Know that you are in my prayers each day and hopefully I
am in yours as well.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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PARACLETE

A Holistic Development Center for Priests and Brothers

Villa Louis Martin ® Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 e (505) 829-3586

October 1,1984

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch, D.D.
Chancery Office

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear Bishop Imesch,

It was so good to hear from you. I wish to thank you for
officially appointing me to the spiritual direction program at
Villa Louis Martin, Jemez Springs, New Mexico. It has been a
challenge for me but a rewarding one. A spiritual director in a
therapeutic treatment center is somewhat different than a spiri-
tual director in a seminary. After meeting with each man, I write
up a report and put it onto a tape for the man's personal file.
So, I must listen closely to what the man says and take out the
pertinent facts, which reflect where he is at in treatment. As
I stated, it has been challenging for me, but it is helping me
to grow.

When I see what problems many of these men have, I can only
thank God for HIs help in my situation. The bottom line is that
God has certainly blessed me and loves me.

One of the great benefits about working im this type of a
setting is that it is helping me to reinforce the principles of
A.A. into my life and also my self-worth. On a couple of occasions,
a situation developed where in the past I would have drank, but
this time I was able to see what was going on inside of me and
deal with it, without drinking. For this, I am most grateful.

Jemez Springs is a beautiful spot. It is located at the
bottom of a canyon. I can look out of my office window and see
one side of the canyon and see the other side from my bedroom
window. When the sun shines upon the canyon walls, they are most
beautiful., We are situated around 6,000 feet above sea level and
the weather has been perfect., It has been getting around 90 de-
grees during the day and in the 60's at night. In that we have
very little humidity, it is ideal both day and night. As fall
sets in, I am told that the weather gets cooler, but that the
winter is mild compared to the mid-west. 1 hope that what I hear
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October 16, 1984

Reverend John Slown
Villa Louls Martin
Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025

Dear John,

Many thanks for your letter. Iit was good to hear
from you, especially to know that things are going so well.
I can certainly understand how satisfying you find the work
as well as helpful it is to you personally. The difficulties
and trials that cthers have certainly make us awarewof the
Lord's goodness to us.

Did you really have to tell me how delightful the
weather is there? I'11 be thinking a lot about you as we
enter our winter season! It certainly sounds like a
delightful spot, although something the size of St. Anne's
probably doesn't giive you much to do. I can understand why
you would drive all those miles into Albugquergue whenever
you can.

You may heve heard that Pat O'Sullivan is back at
St. Michael's. It was a struggle getting him there and he
left once, but now he is back again. He seems to be doing
better. I certainly hope that he will respond better this
time. Lennie Lenc's death was indeed a surprise and a shock.
1 don't believe he had any history of heart trouble. I
know that he had not been happy these last few years, and
didn”ttdo a Fery good job of hidding it either. He would
probably feel better if he knew that 12 people have applied
to become pastor of his parish! 1 think that is the most
we have had for any parish.

Take care of yourself and keep up the good work. I
am delighted that things are going so well. When you hear
about the cold weather back here, please don't bother writing
me telling me how comfortable u are! Thanks for your
prayers and know that you are in mine.

Sincerély in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

P.S. I am sorry you are not getting the JOB. I don't know how
that happened, I will see to it that you are put on the mailing list.
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Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586

March 16,1985

Most Rev, Joseph L. Imesch, D.D.
Chancery Office

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear Bishop Imesch:

Yes, I do receive the Job and the Explorer. Through these
two news media, I keep in touch with what is happening in
the diocese, as well as your trip to Ethiopia. I wish to
thank you very much for seeing that I receive them,

It was very heart warming to learn that you have a new
Auxiliary-Bishop - Bishop~-Elect Roger Kaffer, I have known
him throughout my priesthood and have always admired him
for his godliness and spiritual depth. As he has helped

the diocese in many ways in the past, 1 am sure that he
will be a great asset to you and the diocese in the present
and future,

It was one year ago that I left St, Michael's in St. Louis,
It will be one year on May 23rd that my sentence was given
to me. Hopefully, all will go well to have this sentence
come to a healthy conclusion this May 23rd. Rev. Michael
Foley has informed me that the parents of this boy have

in some way bothered you. When this was told to me, all

I could think of was Christ on the Cross saying - "Father
forgive them for they know not what they do". I seem to
become more aware that Catholics aren't always Christians.
" The times that I have been hurt, I realize that it is better
to forgive than to condemn. I have found in my life more
satisfaction in forgiving than in coudemning. I pray daily
for this family that the healing power of the Lord may
enter into their lives.

In looking for a new assignment, I was wondering if you
could help me find another diocese in which to work. My
reason for asking for your help is that I don't know what
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to mentien, as to what I want to work in anocther diocese,.
If you could do this for me, I would be most appreciative
to you. There are two dioceses that T would like to work

~in ~ The Arch=diocese of Santa Fe and the Diocese of San
Bernadino, If I could get into Santa Fe, I would like to
work inm Albuquerque, since I know the area and have met
many wonderful people through A.A. My reason for wanting
to go to San Bernadino is that I have been told that
Bishop Stralling is understanding and helpful to priests
who have had problems. You probably know of other Bishops
that might take me, If you prefer that I take care of this
matter myself, T will certainly understand, Please realize
that as I was anxious about the outcome of my case a vear
ago, so am I anxious about where I will be working in the

active ministry again,

This past wyear has been a learning experience for me.

In particular, 1 have learned more about ny decease of
Manic-depressive, In refleetion over my 1life, T realize
how large a part it has played din my adult life. I see

how stress in my life feeds into it and causes me problems.
The more that I learn about it, the more I see how to deal
with it. Also, during this year, I have especially learned
to trust in God, to mix with people, to have a positive
outlook on life and myself - especially self-esteem and
self-confidence, and 1 see my sueccesses outweigh nmy
failures, my character assets far exceed my character

defects.

With all best wishes and remembering you daily in my
Mfasses and pravers, I remain, '

Yours in Christ,

Referend John C. Slown
/

%
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April 11, 1985

Reverend John Slown

Servants of the Paraclete

villa Louis Martin

Jemez Springs, Hew Mexico 87025

Dear John,

I just heard through Paul McLennon that you had
been in an accident. I was really sorry to hear that
and 1 hope that it was nothing serious. Paul didn't
give me any details, sc I don't know the extent of your
injuries. Being in any kind of an automobile accident,
however, has to be painful. I hope that by now you have
recovecred from any injury. .

I presume that you are getting the J.0.B., so
you probably know that I was in Ethiopia last month. If
you don't get the J.0.B. and I will see that you do.
The trip there and & number of other commitments,
including a short stay in the hospital for removal of
stone in my bile duct, have managed to put me several
weeks behind in correspondence and consequently I
haven't been able to stay in much contact with you.
It's probably just as well that I don't hear from you
during the winter months, since I would be very
envious, especially if you would bring up the beautiful
weather you are having. Would you believe that on the
Monday after Easter we woke up to snow on the ground
here! It didn't last during the day, but there was
another snow squall that evening. I think winter just
wanted to let us know that it could give us a blast if
it wanted to.

Please take care of yourself. Let me know how
you are doing. Know that you are in my prayers each
day and I ask for a remembrance in yours.

Sincerely id Christ,

/

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

L3524
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PARACLETE

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586

April 11,1985

Most Rev. Joseph L. Imesch,D.D.
Chancery Office -

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear Bishop Imesch:

It has been some time since I last communicated with you.
I have been quite busy during the day and have been going
to five A.A. meetings a week at night, This leaves me with
little or no time to get into trouble - thank God!

I hope that your Holy Week and Easter were meaningful and
fruitful for you. We had beautiful liturgical services in
Jemez Springs that were inspirational for me.

Our weather has been most delightful over the past several
weeks. The trees are blooming, as well as the flowers, and
the birds are chirping., During the last two weeks, the tem-
perature has averaged between the 60's and middle 70's. To
say the least, I am enjoying this type of weather - sun
shining, blue skies, and warmth.

It was two weeks ago that three of us almost met our Creator.
However, lle didn't want us at this time. We were going over
a bridge in a construction zome - going 23 miles per hour.

A truck traveling around 70 miles per hour rear-ended us.

The back end of my car was destroyed - yet none of us were
seriously injured. Wouldn't you know it - the driver of the
truck was "DRUNK" - quite appropriate and conincidental
wouldn't vou say! I have retained a lawver for this situa-
tion. Hopefully, this case will not end up in court and

will be settled equitably in the very mnear future.
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As I refleect over the time that I have been in Jemez
Springs, I am able to see God's loving and guiding hand
working in my life. This has been painful at times, but
it has produced growth in my life, I have learned to rely
upon God - by turning my will and life over to His care
at least daily - and this has helped me to develop a
personal relationship with Him, Also, I see myself as a
beautiful person - this is accomplished by developing a
positive attitude toward myself and life, No, I haven't
forgotten about my failures and shortcomings - I just don't
dwell upon them and let them be a destructive element in
my life, The bottom line of this experience is that it
has been a positive, growth and health producing one,

On May 23rd, the final hearing of my case will be had.
After it is finished and closed, I will be looking for a
diocese in which to minister, since I don't believe that
I can actively minister in the Diocese of Joliet until
the statue of limitations is reached. I will beep you
informed concerning this matter.

With all best wishes and praying for you be name in my
daily Mass, I remain,

Yours in Christ,

John- C. Slown
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"McLENNON LAw OFFICES
109 N.CROSS STREET - P. 0. BOX 648
WHEATON, IL 60189
PauL A. McLENNON e e s s
PauL A. MCLENNON, JR.
THomas P. MCLENNON

COOK COUNTY OFFICE:

McLENMON, NELSON & NUDO, P. C.
200 S. PrROSPECT AVENUE
Park RiDGE,IL scoss

April 17, 1985

Rev. John Sloan
Foundation House
Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025

Dear John:

Cn May 23rd, 1985, our matter here in DuPage should be concluded.

As you know, there is an outstanding fine plus court costs which must be
paid prior to May 23rd, so that you will not be required to appear in court. Also,

as you know, I have to furnish a report from Very Rev. Michael E. Foley.

Please forward your check payable to me to cover the fine and costs in
the amount of $700.00 at your earliest convenience.

Hope this finds you in good health. Keep up the good work.

Personal regards,

Paul A. McLennon, 3r.
PMeL/mm
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May 23, 1985

Raverend John Slown
Servants of the Parsclete
Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025

Dear John,

Many thanks for your letter. It was good to hear
from you. I hope that you have recovered fully from
your accident. It is a coincidence that I am dictating
this letter on the same date that your case should be
concluded. I am presuming that will go well. At least,
I have no indications that it will not.

As far as the parents go, my dealings with thenm
were through Dan Ryan. It was Dan who informed me that
they were angry enocugh to want to pursue the matter and
threatened to do so should you ever return to the
diocese. Aside from that, I have mnot heard anything
from them, and I am hoping that I will not.

I am sure you can understand their feelings. To
me they are a natural enocught reactiom that I caunot
fault them for it, even though I might wish that they
would be able to be more forgiving.

I am certainly willing to help you look for
another assignment. In doing so, I want to tell you
that I would only do so with the understanding that I
can be completely honest with the bishop of the
diocese. It is what I would expect from him, and I do
not feel I can do less for him.

What I would prefer, is that you indicate your
preference and then I would contact the bishop for you.
I do not wvant to contact two bishops at the same time.
In order for me te write the bishop, however, I wouild
need to know what particular type of work you would
want to undertake. I would imagine that most bishops
would want you to work in a parish situation. Would you
be willing to work as an associate for another priest?
Frankly, 1 think that would be the best for you, gince
it would lessen any tension &r strain, but at the same
time I can realize that being responsible to someone

/
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Reverend John Slown 2.

else is not always the easiest thing for a priest.

In regard to Santa Fe in particular, let me
mention that I would not feel comfortable writinmg to
Archbishop Sanchez asking for a position for you, with
the stipulation that it be in Albuquerque. I would
think that if you are going to apply to a diocese, you
must be willing to work wherever the bishop feels there
is a need for you, and not simply where you feel you
would like to work.

Since I will be going to Collegeville with the
other bishops on the 12th of June, I would appreciate
hearing from you before then as to your preference. In
that way, I could speak tec the bishop personally about
your situation.

I was pleased to read that this has been-a good
year for you. I have no doubt that you have had much
time for reflection and have gained significant insight
inte your 1l1life patterns. All of that knowledge will
certainly be of considerable help to you.

I just thought that perhaps you might also want
to talk to Mike Foley about where you might go. I would
appreciate hearing some suggestion from him as to what
kind of work you should be involved in and where you
should apply. Perhaps you could also inform me of this
in your next letter.

Keep up the good work. Your anxiety about your
work situation is understandable, but I know you have
learned to trust in the Lord and his wisdom. You are in
my prayers each day, and I appreciate yours.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

/

552
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Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586
Jume 5,1985

Most Rev. Joseph L. Imesch,D.D.
Chancery Office

425 Summit Street

Joltiet; Illinoilis"™ 60435

Dear Bishop Imesch:

Thank you very much for your 1etter I certainly apprec1ated 1t,
Yes, I am fully recovered from my accident - thank God! How-
ever, I am still waiting for my car ~ it has been two months in
the repair shop. Then, I have to get the legal aspect of the
accident taken care of. TE it isn?t one thing, it is another.

In discussing me with another blshop,'I would want you to be
open and honest with him about me - my strengths and weaknesses.
I certainly would not want him to receive a letter about me from
someone in the diocese of Joliet and he have no knowledge of
what was being said concerning me. I would feel more comfort-—
able in tadking with a new bishop and working in hls dlocese,_

if he new the truth about John Slown._ ; - :

In my opinion, I believe the best place for me weuld be in

parish work. My entire prlesthood has been in this type of work.
and I have been nost successful in 1t,,_dpefu11y, I have finally
learned through the happenings of the past several years “the
'beneflt of not being a Workahollc, which causes tension and :
straln in my life. As far as being respon51b1e to another 1nd1vid—'
ual, I see no difflculty. Quite trnthfullv, I didn't have any more
freedom as a pastor that I did as an associate = this eould have
been my own fault, but that 48" the way it was. :

In talking with Mike Foley5 he has mentioned that I should get
back into parish ministry, He also said that he would write a
letter to you concerning this matter, AN that I showed him your
last letter to me wherein you requested some 1nput from him.
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As to the preference of where I would like to go, I can only
take the opinion of a resident at Foundation House, who is
knowledgeable of some dioceses, especially in California. He
suggested that my preference should possibly be in this order:

1) San Jose, Cal, - Bishop Pierre Dumaine

2) Monterey, Cal, - Bishop Shubsda

3) Sacramento, Cal. - Bishop Francis A. Quinn

4) Miami, Florida - Arch-bishop Edward McCarthy

5) San Bernadino, Cal. - Bishop F, Straling

6) Santa Fe, N.M. - Arch-bishop Robert Sanchez
However, you might know of a diocese that would be better suited
for me., I would like to stay in the warm climate and need to be
stationed in an area where there are many A.A. meetings.

Thanking you for your kindness and considerateness towards me
and keeping you in my prayers and Masses each day, I am,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

z/[{))%”"/

Rev nd John C. Slown
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Archdiocese of Santa Fe “vubl9
202 MORNINGSIDE DR. S.E.
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87108

Most Rev. Robert F. Sanchez, D.D.

Archbishop of Santa Fe

AREA CODE 505 288.4572

November 22, 1985

Rev. John Slown

Nativity of the B.V.M. Parish
9502 Fourth St., NW
Albuquerque, NM 87114

Dear Father Slown,
May God's Peace and Love be with you!

With the advice and consent of our Archdiocesan Personnel Director,
Father Clay Dennis, and of the Personnel Board, | am pleased herein
tc grant you the faculties of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe and assign
you in residence (as associate pastor) to Nativity Parish in Alameda,
New Mexico. This assignment will be effective November 15th, 1985 and
will continue until May [5, [986.

t is my undarstanding that at the end of five months, Father Dennis and

your pastor, Father Ramon Aragon, will meet with you to discuss a poss-
ibie renewal of your assignment, either to Nativity or another parish, or
termination of your stay in the Archdiocese.

Father Dennis has informed me that he has met with you and Father
Aragon and have worked out an agreement that will facilitate your min-
istry with the new assignment.

Your salary will be the base salary for the Archdiocese of $250.00
monthiy, plus a monthly allowance of $100.00 for car depreciation and
operating expenses. | would ask you to write your diocesan chancellor
and see what financial arrangements your diccese might have for auto
liability and health insurance. Mass stipends and stole fees will be alsc
granted to you according to diocesan policy.

| also want to inform you, Father, that | expect you to fulfill your ceotruc:
obligations with the Ssrvanis of the Paracletes in their after-care foiiowio
programs, and to be in contact with them as neaded. This is essentiai

to your continued ministry in our Archdiocese and is diocesan policy.

in closing, | am pleased to say welcome to the Archdiocess of Sant Fe
and [ hope that in the near future you will drop by my offics for a shor:
visit. Again, it will be a pieasure to have you ministering among us and
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| sincerely pray God's blessings upon you in your personai life
and future ministry.

Fraternally,

Robert F. Sanchez
ARCHBISHOP OF SANTA FE

cc: Rev. Ramon Aragon
Rev. Donald Starkey
Rav. Bill Perri
Rev. SAbine Griego
Rev. Ciay Dennis
Most Rev. Joseph L. Imesch, D.D.
file
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9502 FOURTH STREET, N.W. P 5
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87114 vuod 1

898-5253

December 3,1985

Most Rev. Joseph L. Imesch,D.D.
Chancery Office

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinodis 60435

Dear Bishop Imesch:

By the time that you receive this letter, you will have received

a copy of the letter sent to me bv Archbishop Sanchez. For over
four months, I prayed that if it was God's Will, I would be able
to get back into parish ministry and particularly into the ministry
in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Well, my prayers have been answered.

I was assigned to Nativity Parish in the north end of Albuquerque -
about 8 miles from the center of the city, The parish has around
1500 families, mainly Spanish, However, they do speak English. At
this point of time, I am very happyv and pleased to be ministering
in this parish.

Last June, you stated to me that you were financially responsible
for me. For the last four and a half months, I have been living
off of my savings., I was wondering if vou could possibly give me
some financial compensation for this period of time. Also, as
stated in the letter of Archbishop Sanchez, I wanted to know if
you would be able to take care of my diocesan health insurance -
¢ ~the insurance that I presently have with Joliet- and possibly my
3*Y auto liability insurance. I realize that I am not working for the
n ¢ Diocese of Joliet, but I am working for the Church. Maybe some
ﬁ' arrangement could be made until I am incarnated into the Archdiocese
b of Santa Fe or another diocese.

Once again, I thank you very much for all the kind considerations
that you have afforded me. If I had to do it over again, I pray

that my life would be different., But, I truly believe that God
wanted it the way that it has unfolded., I remember that when I first
went to my pastor and told him of my desire to be a priest, he told
me that I should go to the Diocese of Tucson, Arizona, His reason
for this was that the Archdiocese of Chicago wouldn't accept me
because my father was not a Catholic and also that I was an illegi-
timate child - such Christian views that the Church held in the past,
Isn't it interesting that God has led me to the area that my pastor
first suggested I go. I am happy about this and hope that I will be
able to be a credit to the Church as years go on.

With all best wishes and pravers, I remain,

Yourgjin Christ

. g
Rev John C. Siown



Redacted April 2013 - 4/9113

FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET Nom

Released April 2014

Leub4q3
December 12, 1985

Reverend John Slown

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church
9502 Fourth Street, N.W.

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87114

Dear John,

I received your recent letter as well as the one
from Archbishop Sanchez appointing you to the Nativity
of the Blessed Virgin Mary parish in Albuquerque. I
; know how pleased you must be with this assignment and I
4 share your joy. Frankly, I was wondering what had
happened to you, since I had not heard from you since
our visit in June. I was under the impression that you
were going to contact me, and I suppose you were given
to understand that I would be in touch with you.

I did not know that you were not receiving any
income during these past months, since I was under the
impression that you were still working for the Servants
of the Paraclete. Enclosed is a check in the amount of
$1,600 to assist you with your expenses during these
past months.

You will continue to be carried on our diocesan
health insurance plan and your auto liability insurance
will be covered by the diocese to the allowable limit.
I would suggest that you write to Father Frederick for
a reimbursement for the automobile 1liability. The
diocese will also make the $1,000 annual pension
premium for you so that you will continue to be
associated with our pension program. These benefits
will remain in effect until the time of your evaluation
in Santa Fe next June. At that time I think these
benefits should be reevaluated.

You mentioned the possibility of being
incardinated into the Archdiocese of Santa Fe.
Archbishop Sanchez's letter did not mention that
possibility, and I was wonderiwg if you had broached

/
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that matter with the archdiocesan officials. If you do
intend to seek incardination there, I would think it
would be a good idea to speak to the chancery personnel

about it.

Since 1 probably won't get the chance to write
to you before Christmas, let me offer you my best
wishes and promise of prayers for this holy season. I
know that being in a parish to celebrate the liturgy on
Christmas will be a special joy for you. May the Lord
bless you in your new ministry and allow you to serve
His people with the great zeal that you have always
exhibited.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch -~
Bishop of Joliet

B B ook
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January 28, 1986

Most Reverend Robert F. Sanchez, D.D.
Archbishop of Santa Fe

202 Morningside Drive, S.E.
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87108

Dear Bob,

No sooner had 1 mailed you my last letter, then

I remembered our conversation in regard to Father John

Slown. I went back and looked at the correspondence

from him, and also your letter of November 22nd to him.

;" Your letter stated that after May 15th a decision would

be made in regard to renewing his assignment at

Nativity, or assigning him to another parish, or even
terminating his stay in the Archdiocese.

John wrote me im the early part of December. e
was asking about the Diocese of Joliet picking up his
health insurance and also his automobile insurance. 1
agreed to do this for him. He then went con to say that
he hoped Joliet would do this for him "...until I am
incardinated into the Archdiocese of Santa Ffe or
another diocese."

I think it was this remark that led me to
believe that John feels he has a good chance of being
incardinated into Santa Fe. If there is no intention on
your part to incardinate him, then I would hope that
you would find some way to inform him of that before
May. 1 believe that he will want to begin looking for
some other diocese before that time.

With a wind chill factor here of -40 degrees, I
am thinking fond thoughts of Tucson! It was an
excellent meeting!

Prayers and best wishes.
Sincerely in Christ,

\

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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Archdiocese of Santa Fe

202 MORNINGSIDE DR, S.E.
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO §7108

Most Rev. Robert F. Sanchez, D.D.
Archbishop of Santa Fe AREA CODE 505 268.4572

February 6, 1986

Most Rev. Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

425 Summit St.

Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear Joe,
May God's Peace and Love be with you!
Many thanks for your two letters. It was good to hear from you twice!

;. / In regard to your first letter | have presented that to our Archdiocesan
<~ .+ " Personnel Board for their reflection, discussion, and recommendation.
- _ | As soon as | hear from them | will be in touch with you.

In regard to your second letter | do want to thank you for the copy

of the article that appeared in America Magazine. | also shared this

with our Personnel Board and will make copies just for themfor our

own reflection and discussion. Our Vocation Committee is working toward
a possible profile and whenever that is completed (if ever!) | will be
delighted to send you a copy.

In regard to the third item mentioned in your letter that regarded Bishop
John D'Arcy as a possible replacement of yourself on the Ad Hoc Committee
for Hispanic Affairs, please know that | will begin discussion on this immed-
iately. In a sense | hesitate to do so since you have been such a fine
companion at our meetings, and a very important representative from the
midwest. You and Paul have made a good team. In any event, | do
understand your own many commitments, both to your diocese as well as

to the Conference of Bishops and | will be happy to extend an invitation

to Bishop D'Arcy, inviting him to consider membership on our committee.

As soon as this is completed you will be informed. Until then, know that
we deeply appreciate all the time and commitment that you have made on
behalf of the Hispanic Catholics in our country. May the good Lord continue
to bless you and deliver you from lo‘ng sermons.

Keep up your good work and Go? bless you!
Fraternally,

, -
FA Tt~

Robert F.Sanchez
ARCHBISHOP OF SANTA FE

0
£ 71

(dictated by the Archbishop; signed by his secretary in his absence)
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898-5253
March 25,1986

Most Rev. Joseph L. Imesch,D.D.
Chancery 0Office

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear Bishop Imesch:

I apologize for not having answered your letter a lot sooner.
There were a few things that I had to do before writing to you.

I want to Thank You very much for giving me the check for

» $1,600.00. It certainly was most useful in catching up with some
of my bills. Also, Thank You very much for continuing to take
care of certain of my other financial responsibilities.

A couple of weeks ago, I met with Archbishop Sanchez. At this
time, he informed me that it would take four years for me to

be incarmated into the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. When looking
into my case and believing that you have told him all about me,
I can surely realize why it would take so long for my incarmna-
tion. However, in that God has been so good to me, I have no
complaints on the length of time it will take for my incarna-
tion into the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, if this is His Will.

The past five months have been very growth producing one's for
me. For during this time, I have put into practice much of what

I have learned in my two treatment programs. It makes life a lot
easier to live according to these principles that I have learned.
A couple of these are that there is no utopia on earth, in
rectories or in parishes and that I am powerless over others. 1T
have learned to do the best that I can and that is all that God
or others can ask of me, Therefore, life affords me with peace,
serenity, and happiness through living my life according to these
principles that I have learned.

As we enter into this great Holy Week, I hope that you will find

it to be a time of spiritual enrichment for yourself and God's

People in the Diocese of Joliet, To say the least, I am looking
forward to it myself. You can be assured that you and your intentions
will be remembered in my Masses and prayers during this sacred time,

Wishing you a most Blessed and Joyous Easter, I remain,
P

Yours in Christ,

oo & flocun

%9 erend John C. Slown
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April 8, 1986

Reverend John C. Slowm

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church
9502 Fourth Street, N.W,

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87114

Dear John,

Many thanks for your recent letter. T was pleased to hear
that everything is going well for you.

’’ You mentioned that incardination into the Archdiocese of
Santa Fe will take four years., That is the same policy we have
here in the diocese for men who wish to be incardinated. I
think it is only right that the Bishop and the diocese have a
sufficient opportunity to come to know the priest who is re-
questing incardination. i

While I did have the oppoxrtumnity to talk to Archbishop
Sanchez about your request for incardination while I was with
him in Tucson for a few dayz earlier this year, I did not go
into any specifics with him about your case. I only mentioned
to him that you were under the impression that you might be
incardinated into Sante Fe in June of this vear. As I recall,
he .0ld me that he would look into the matter, but that he
doubted that you would be incardinated at that time. Evidently
my conversation with him prompted him to look into your request
and finally determine that you would be accepted as a candidate
for inecardination.

While four years might seem like a long time, I would look
at it from a positive view, namely that they have now accepted
you as a candidate for incardination. The rest will be in your
hands and I have no doubt that you will do well. This offers
you a new opportunity to prove your value as a minister. I'm
sure with the grace of God and your own efforts you will be
successful. My prayers will be with you.

Finally, a belated Easter greeting to you. May you enjoy
the blessings of this holy season, \

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L, Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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Most Rev. Robert F. Sanchez, D.D.
Archbishop of Santa Fe AREA CODE 505 208-4572

April 21, 1986

Rev. John Slown

Nativity of the B.V.M. Parish
9502 Fourth St.,MNW
Albuquerque, MM 387114

Dear Father Slown,
May God's Peace and Love be with you!

The Archdiocesan Perscennel Board has recommended to me, as well
as Father Clay Dennis, Director of Personnel, and | concur, that for
personal reasons of which you are aware, your assignment at Nativity
Parish is terminated as of this date.

| understand that the Paraclete Fathers at Jemez have made you and
offer for a place to reside and | would urge you to accept. | would
ask you to vacate your quarters at Nativity Parish Rectory upon re-
ceipt of this letter.

Thank you, Father Slown, for your pastoral ministry at Nativity Parish
for the past six months. We are grateful to you.

Wishing you the Lord's blessings, | am,

Sincerely,

P A

art F.Sanchez
ARLHBISHOP OF SANT

cc: Most Rev.Joseph L. Imesch,D.D.
Rev. Clay Dennis
Rev. Sabine Griegoe
Rev. Donald Starkey
Rev. Ramon Aragoen
Rev. William Perri,s. P.

file RECEIVED {147 1 1888
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE May 1, 1986

RE: Reverend John Slown

After receiving the attached letter from
Archbishop Sanchez I called Jemez Springs. I spoke with
Father Michael Foley and Father William Perri about
John. Father Perri told me that about two weeks ago
John returned from an After€are Program inm St. Louis
and showed up at the rectory with a six-pack. He
proceeded to get drunk. The next morning at Mass, he
swore at a family in the front row, using a word that
is quite popular.

Archbishop Sanchez removed John from the parish
at this point. John called Father Perri, who told John
that he would not welcome him back at Jemez Springs. He
asked him how he could possibly have returned from an
AfterCare Program for alcoholics and immediately begin
to drink. John had no reasonable response. Father Perri
feels that John is arrogant and was simply saying to
everyone who has tried to help him, that he doesn't
really care about their help. It was Father Perri's
suggestion to John that he go find a job.

I asked Father Perri what my response should be
to John when he writes, which I imagine he will. He
suggested that I not give him any financial assistance.
Father Perri feels that John is independently wealthy,
and he probably is. Father Perri says that I should
suspend him from performing any priestly duties.

Father Perri thinks that it is necessary for
John to hit bottom and ask for help, before he will be
able to do anything for himself. And so it goes!

-} n

(Lo B b

Most RevaJoseph L. Imesch

cc-Bishop Roger Kaffer
Reverend William Donnelly
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Most Rev. Joseph L. Imesch, D.D.
Chancery Office

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear Bishop Imesch:

Thank you very much for your card on the occasion of my 27th
anniversary of ordination to the priesthood. Also, thank you
very much for your pravers, as I can always use them. Your
kindness and thoughtfulness are most appreciated by me.

At the end of April, I met with the pastor of Nativity of B.V.M. -
Father Aragon, with the head of the archdiocese's personnel

board - Father Clay Dennis, and with Father Paul Lyons, s.P.,

whom I have known for a few yvears. As for Father Lyons, I feel
that he had no business at the meeting. During the meeting Father
Dennis asked me why I hadn't told him that I had the decease

of "Manic-depression". He asked me in such a way as to indicate
that I had hid this fact from him and his tone of voice and
attitude was like I had the decease of "AIDS" and had deliberately
not told him about it. Father Aragon and Father Dennis wanted

me to stay at Nativity of B.V.M.. It was Father Lyons, who in-~-
flunced the decision that I should no longer stay at the parish.
He felt that I was not taking care of my "manic-depression" by
taking my medicine or having lithium bloed level tests taken

at proper intervels. This is untrue. Since coming to Denver, I
have spent $140.00 to see a doctor - psychiatrist and to have my
blood level checked.It seems to me that the main reason for my
contract not being renewed at Nativity of B.V.M. was my "manic-
depression". As I perceive it, this is one of the basic problems.
I might mention that this meeting lasted no more than twenty

minutes.

I still remember when I was assigned to Nativity Parish that
Father Dennis stressed to Father Aragon and myself that the biggest
problem between a pastor and his associate was"communication".
For the first six weeks that I was in the parish, Father Aragon
never spoke to me. I would bid him the time of day or speak to
him, and I never received a response. After that period of time,
he would answer me if I spoke to him. He rarely ever ate with me.
Also, there was a permanent deacon living in the rectory -

Deacon Julian Sanchez. He had problems. Some mormnings, he would
speak to me and other mornings, he would not speak until several
hours later. He also never ate with me. As you can see, this was
not the healthiest situation in which to live. Yet, despite it
all, Father Dennis told me that I had done a "par excellent" job
in ministering to the people of Nativity Parish. Father Aragon
had told him to tell me this positive remarks Bven at the end,
Father Aragon was unable to "communicate" this compliment to me.
As I see it, if communication had existed in the rectory, I would

still be at Nativity Parish,
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July 22, 1986

Reverend Paul Lyons, s.P.
Servants of the Parcalete
Villa Louis Martin

Jemez Springs, N.M. 87025

Dear Father Lyons,

The other day I received this letter from Father

; John Slown. This does not exactly correspond to what

’ Father Michael Foley told me on the phone some months

ago. I would appreciate it if 1 could have vyour
comments on John's letter.

May I also ask you if you think it would be wise
for me to seek comments from Father Clay Dennis and
Father Aragon. I would appreciate your advice.

Prayers and best wishes.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

Enc.
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MEMORANDUM August 8, 1986

TO: Reverend William Donnelly
FROM: Bishop Joseph Imesch

Please write a letter to Father Clay Dennis,
Director of Personnel in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe
and inquire about the circumstances of the termination
of Father John Slown from his assignment at Nativity of
the Blessed Virgin Parish in Albuquerque.

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch

3 ™
!-“ll'l‘}.

333
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you and how helpful. Be assured of a daily remembrance
in my prayers.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bigshop of Joliet
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August 11, 1986

Reverend Clay Dennis
Director of Clergy Personnel
Archdiocese of Santa Fe
Chancery

202 Morningside Drive, S.E.
Albuquerque, NM 87108

Dear Father Dennis:

” In the name of Bishop Jogeph Imesch, I am seeking information
on the exact circumstances surrounding the termination of Father
John Slown's 2ssignment at Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Parish
in Albuquerque, New Mexico, =arlier this year.

On April 24, 1986, Archbishop Sanchez wrote to Father Slown
informing him that his assignment had been terminated, but did not
give any detailed information for this action. Bishop Imesch has
written to John himself to obtain this information, but so far is
gtill in the dark ahout this action, Could you possibly give
Bishop Imesch a more detailed explanation of the vreasons why Father
Slown's assignment was terminated? John is seeking an assignment
in amother Diocese out West, but Bishop Imesch will in no way give
his approval to this proposal until he knows the full details of
what happenad in Albuquerque.

Thanking you for your assistance in this matter, I am

Sincerely yours in Chriset,

Reverend William E. Donnelly
Chancellor

WED: dms
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MEMORANDUNM

TO: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch
FROM: Reverend Willism E. Donnelly
RE: Reverend John C. Slown

I spoke to Father Clay Dennis who serves as the priests personnel
Birector in Santa Fe Diocese. I wish to clarify again the situation with
Father John Slown when he was assigned to Nativity BVM Parish in Albuquerque.

In talking to me, Father Clay seemed to totally reverse most of
the statements made in Father Slown's letter to Bishop Imesch.

1. Father Ramon Aragon is one of the most respected priesgts in
) the Sante Fe Archdiocese. He has been a member of their Persomnel Board
, and 1s a recovering alcoholic himself. Father Aragon stated that John
Slown could sometimes be a bear in the rectory and be extremely rude
and uncommunicative, especially if any amount of alcohol was mixed with
the drug lithium which he was suppose to take.

While Father Aragon was moved to a new parish, this was done
not as a punishment but rather to open new possibilities in ministry.
A pastor in s parish died, and the Bishop and the Personnel Board wanted
to install a team ministry of an older and a younger man to Pegin to
revitalize the parish and open up new possibilities. They advertised
in their ugsual menner but no one seemed to come forward, but finally
Father Aragon wrote a very lovely letter offering to take on this new
responsibility if 4t would be of help to the Archbishop. He was,
therefore, transferred along with a vounger man and has been doing
excellent work in this new parish.

2, When John was appointed to Nativity, it was made extremely
clear to him that under no condition was he ever to take any alcohol
whatsoaver. He was also expected to join AA and ba faithful in attending
meetings. By John's own admissinn he had at least a few beers now and
then if not more. Father Aragom said that on several occasions John
would bring a six~pack home; Father Aragon did not want to come down
tco harshly on him at first hoping that he would take seriously the
efforts being put forward to help him. Unfortunately, this never
occurred. John seemingly did joim an AA group but only in the last
month of his assignment at Nativity. Father Deanis said that there was
an AA group in the parish itself, but that Johm didn't go to these
neetings until the very end.
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MEMORANDUM - Bishop Joseph L. Imesch
Page Two

3. Father Dennis mentioned again the uncalled for remarks
that Father John used from the altar one day. It is interesting
that these remarks are not mentioned in John's letter to Bishop

Imesch.

4, John mentioned that when he was transferred several
parishianers wrote to the Persomnel Board asking that he be allowed
to stay. Father Clay does remember that one of the parishioners,
the head of the AA group at the parish, did montact him and request
that John be allowed to stay since they felt that maybe now at last
he was begimning to admit his problem and they hoped to be able to
help him. However, it was perceived that this was too iittle; too
late and that John had totally ignored all other iandications, and
had yet to really admit he was suffering from alccholism.

5. Father Clay also said that John Slown told him that the
Bighop of Joliet had completely written him off and that he could
never return to the Joliet Diocese. When Father Clay asked 1if the
Diocese of Joliet could at least pick up Father Slown's health
insurance, since the parish would be paying him a galary and car
allowance, Jobn again mentioned that he didn't think he would even
bother to write sinee the Diocese had washed its hands of him,

6, Father Clay mentioned that, perhaps, Father Bill Perry
of Jemez Springs could provide even more background. Basically
however, the materials that Father Slown mentions in his letter
to Bishop Imesch seem to be totally reversed and John is projecting
on to Father Aragon his own difficulties and problems.

Reverend William E. Donnelly
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August 28, 1986 FROM: Reverend William E. Donnelly

RE: Reverend John Slown

On August 27th, Father Clay Dennis, the Chancellor of the
Sante Fe Archdiocese, called in response to my letter inquiring about
the reasons for Father Slown's dismissal from Nativity Parish,
Albuquerque.

Father Clay said that the Archdiocese had entered into a verbal
agreement with the Paraclete Fathers to provide three assignments as
half-way houses for men in their program. The understanding was that
the people appointed would still be involved in the House of Affirmation
programs and after-care workshops. John was assigned to Nativity, a
parish which is 85% Hispanic, in Albuquerque, in December, 1985. He
lasted about five months until May when a joint decision was reached
between the Archdiocese and Father Paul Lyons, of the Affirmation
House, to terminate this assignment.

The pastor, Father Ramon is himself an alcoholic and has AA
groups in the parish which meet regularly. Father Ramon said that
Father Slown never seemed to stop drinking from the moment he arrived.x
At first, Father Ramon tried to overlook this, hoping that he would
eventually take hold in these new surroundings and become more.respon-
sible and cooperative with AA treatment. However, this never seemed
to occur. Even though John was also suppose to be taking some drug
(lithium?) to control other behavioral problems, the alcohol totally
negated the effect of this drug. There were behavioral changes,
noticeable to the staff in the parish. 1In fact, on returning from ,
St. Louis, after attending an after-care workshop, Father Slown éikf
openly brought into the rectory a six-pack of beer. P

At this point, Father Ramon felt it was useless to try and
talk to John on his own; he asked Father Dennis to meet with all of
them to discuss what could be done. Even at this point Father Ramon
didn't want John to leave, but merely to get the help he needed.

There was at least one startling episode involving two .
weddings that were scheduled back-to-back in the parish. It seems \ A
that Father Slown got very vocal in his anger at one of the families X‘
for either arriving too early or staying too late. The deacon at /’“q
the parish heard this exchange and was greatly appalled at it. '

Finally, in May when Father Paul Lyons arrived for a on-site
visitation, it was agreed by the Archdiocese and the House of Affirmation
that John had breached his contract continually and would have to go
to Cherry Valley, California. John refused and went to Denver instead
and Father Dennis has no further informajtion.

He did add that about a week after the contract was terminated,
Father Slown wrote to him asking if he could be reinstated at Nativity.
By that time the Personnel Board and the Archbishop had decided that
under no conditions could this be done.



FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 577

Redacted April 2013 - 4/9/13

Released April 2014 September 30,1986 __' W 5’61

Most Rev. Joseph L. Imesch, D.D.
Chancery O0ffice

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear Bishop Imesch:

Thank you very much for yvour letter and prayers. They meant
a lot to me,

First of all, I never was given a definite reason for my ter-
mination at Nativity of B.V.M, Father Aragon, Father Dennis, and
Father Lyons met together before seeing me. When I was asked to
comg' into the room, the dye had been cast - my services at Nativity
of B.V.M. were terminated, There was no discussion on any issues.
Father Dennis asked me 1f T had drank while T was in the parish. I
stated that on a few occasions I had drank a couple of beers. (I've
had nothing since leaving there,) He said that this would not have
stopped me from staying at Nativity of B.V.M, Then he asked me why
I had not told him that I had the disease of manic-denression. I
thought that I had told him about it when he first interviewed me.
fore I could say anything, Father Lyons said that I hadn't taken
re of this disease, He stated that when I was at a June 1985 After-
care Program at St, Michael's in St. Louis, he had me see the psy~-
chiatrist that I had when I was there in treatment. He said that the
psychiatrist stated that my lithium level was low. This doctor never
took a blood lithium test - the only valid way of finding out whether
one's blood lithium level was low - normal - or high. Just a month
previous to this Aftercare Program, a psvchiatrist - after taking
a blecod lithium level - said that my lithium level was normal. My
lithium blood level has never changed this radically in a month’s
time. Therefore, in that I wasn't given any reason for my termina-
tion, I am unable to give you a reason for it. This should tell you
why I felt so hurt, disturbed, and dismaved at the whole situation.

Secondly, you asked me for an account of what transpired at the
parish. I will start with the rectory. It basically was a cold, nega-
tive, lonely and uncommunicative place to live.I feared each day to
speak to the pastor or the deacon. I never knew what kind of a re-
sponse I would receive, Usually when talking or asking Father Aragon
anything, I was answered with a loud raough and gruff voice. I felt
it was most demeaning to me as a person, I also feared to go to bed
each night, as on several occasions some?ne would knock on my door
at the late hours of the night, I would not answer, but it was frigh-
tening. Something that I never experiemnced before in my life., Also,
on several occasions, Deacon Julian would have one or more teenagers
cleep overnight in the rectory, When this would occur, I would go

my room and stay there until the next day. A great way to live in
- rectory,Bishop - wouldn't you agree!

Next, I heard all the confessions each week. The pastor heard one
hour at Christmas and at Easter. In that there was no Catholic
school in the parish, the confessions of the First Communicants in
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".C.D, was left up to me, as well as the confessions of grades 4th - 2
ch in C.C.D. I took funerals and did other parish work as the pastor
indicated,

There were two situations that occurred that were upsetting to me.
The first situation happened a couple of weeks after I arrived. No
one had told me the procedure of taking up the collection. At some
of the-Masses I had, the collection was taken up after the Prayer of
the Faithful. On this particular Sunday, the ushers took it up at
the beginning of the Prayer of the Faithful,I told them to please

do it quietly as possible, After the Mass the pastor was in the sa-
cristy and yelled at me that I was making his ushers quit. I apolo-
gized to the ushers and that was that.

As for the second situation, it was at a wedding. Deacon Julian had
two couples who wanted to have their wedding on the same day and at
the same time. The couple that wanted me to witness thelr marriage
had confirmed the date and time, It wasn't until a month before the
wedding that the other couple realized that they hadn't confirmed
the date and time of their wedding. Therefore, the second couple's
wedding had to be worked in the schedule. I was under pressure to
see that my wedding Mass and pictures were finished in one hour
and a half. I did my best to do this, When I finished the Mass and
the cauple were leaving the altar, I left to go into the sacristy.
I was met by Deacon Julian and the muscians for the next wedding,.
They were blocking my way into the sacristy. I asked them politely
step aside., Deacon Julian responded with keep quiet. At this
voint, I became angry and told them to get out of my way. If this
had been you, Bishop, you probably would have felt like I did and
maybe given them a good boot somewhere. Maybe it was these two situa-
tions that were used for my termination. I don't know.

From what I could perceive, I was well liked by the people. They
were friendly to me and responded to my kindness and love towards
them, After the Saturday night and Sunday Masses, they waited to
talk and visit with me. When I had the early morning weekday Masses,
we enjoyed each others company with coffee and goodies after then.
Also, the people thought enough of me to ask me to be their chaplain
for a Family Enrichment Weekend at the parish. This I did. It was

a most enlightening experience for me. They shared their life with
me and I shared my life with them, Furthermore, when the people
heard that I was leaving, they took up petitions that I stay and
sent them to Archbishop Sanchez and Father Clay Dennis. It seems

to me that the people had nothing against me and wanted me to stay
and continue to minister to them,

From what has transpired, Archbishop Sanchez evidently was not given
a reason for my termination., Thus, no rZLson could Be given to me
for it _
/
Hoping that the material in this letter will be of some help to you
d thanking vou for your kindness in dealing with this situation
d a remembrance of you in my pravers, I remain,

Sincerely yours im Christ,

Revs /John C. Slown

AégffimC?'/é£Ziwﬂ/
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When you met with Father Dennis and Father Paul
Lyons at the end of April for a progress evaluation, it
was decided that because you had broken your contract
with the Archdiocese, by your own admission, that you
would have to leave the parish. You were offered the
option of going to Jemez Canyon or Cherry Valley, but
you chose to go to Denver.

John, in view of the differences in the account
of your dismissal from Nativity, I feel I cannot
recommend you to the Archbishop of Denver. If you wish
to approach him on your own, you are certainly free to
do sc. You should know that a letter of recommendation
will probably be requested of me, and that I will have

s’ noe choice but to inform the Archbishop of your
difficulties over the past few years. It would then be
his decision teo accept you or not.

Personally, I feel you should contact the
Servants of the Paraclete to ask if they would be
willing to accept you at one of their institutions.

Since you are not presently assigned as a
pviest, I am suspending your priestly faculties until
such time as a definite decision is made about your
future. I know this is probably a difficult letter for
you toc read as it is for me to write. In view of what
has transpired I don't see how I could write a positive
reccmmendation that you be accepted for an assignment
in a parish.

I am disturbed by the reports of your drinking
at your former parish. You openly brought beer into the
rectovy on more than one occasion, It seems clear to me
that you are either unwilling or unable to maintain
sobriety, and frankly, I don't know what is the best
course to follow in order to help you. I believe I have
tried to offer you assistance over these past several
years, but to ne avail. I don't believe that I am
helping you by continuing to offer recommendations. I
think you must make some decisions yourself about
maintaining sobriety. I cannot help you to do that, it
is something you must do for yourself.

/
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1 am certainly pleased to hear that you have
begun attending AA meetings in Denver and I would hope
that this would continue. You have much talent and
ability and 1 hate to see it wasted because of
alcoholism. You are much on my mind and daily in my
prayers by name. I am hopeful that we will be able to
reach a mutually satisfactory resolution in this
matter.

Sincerely irn Christ,

) Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
. Bishop of Joliet

cc-Bishop Roger Kaffer
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November 26,1986

Most Rev. Joseph L. Imesch, D.D,.
Chancery Office

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear Bishop Imesch:
Thank you very much for your letter of November 7,1986.

It is imperative that I clarify some of the statements that you
made in this letter.

1) T didn't immediately start drinking after returning from
the Aftercare Program in St., Louis, nor did I walk off

Zévthe plane with a six pack of beer in myv hands as reported,.

) I was attending three to four A.A. meetings each week while
I was at Jemez Springs. I also attended this number of
meetings during the entire time that I was at Nativity
Parish.

3) The "uncalled for remarks from the altar" were to the
ushers, who were taking up the collection during the Creed.
I had no knowledge of this procedure, so I asked them to
take it up quietly.

4) In my interview with Father Clay Dennis, I told him that
to a certain degree I was on my own, At the time of the

z interview, I had been paying my monthly bill to the dio-
s f#),//w cese for my health insurance for at least a year. Further-
,I'ﬁ' more, I never did say or indicate that the diocese had
?wq washed its hands of me,

5) I never stated that Father Aragon was or wasn't respected
in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. Bishop, how many times
was a priest respected by priests and laity but ask the
priests that lived with him and you got a different picture
of the individual. Or how many times was a man well re-
spected in his community and bv his peers, but ask his
wife and children, who live with him, and you got a different
picture of him.

6) When I met with Father Clay Dennls, Father Aragon, and
Father Paul Lyons, nothing was said about me breaking my
contract with the Archdiocese, In fact, no discussion was
made concerning a contract when I went to Nativity of
when I left,

7) Yes, Fahter Paul Lyons told me to contact Father William
Perri at Jemez Springs, When I called him, he told me
that I was not welcome at any of their facilities., Thus,

I went to my sister in Denver.
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Father Clay Dennis, and Father Paul Lyons would have discussed,
dialogued, and communicated with me concerning the facts of my
situation at Nativity that were given to you, I feel very sad about
how this whole situation has been handled. But as A.A. has taught
me - Let Go, Let God. Yes, I am powerless over persons, places,
and things,

hat disturbs me very much is the fact that it has been in-
sinuated that I was drinking morming, noon, and night - seven
days a week and was under the influence of alcohol daily. If
this is true, how could Father Clay Dennis tell me that my
ministry at Nativity had been par excellence, Knowing what I do
about alcoholism, no one could have done the work that I did if
I was daily under the influence of alcohol, It is my opinion
that there is a conflict in the facts and the truth, Again, T
am powerless over persons, places, and things,

Upon arriving in Denver, I began reflecting over what happened

at Nativity and other situation. It came to me that when there
was extreme tension, stress, or people-pleasing in my life, I
would use alcohol to anesthetize these feelings, After all, tension,
stress, and people~pleasing had been a part of my life since I
was 10 years old, Having realized this fact, I brought it to my
A.,A, meetings - I participate in at least five meetins each week.
This helped me to accept these feelings and deal with them with-
out the use of alcohol for over six months. My sobriety is
improving at each A.A. meeting that I participate in. This makes
me happy and pleased with myself.

" As far as being stripped of my "faculties", it hurt me deeply.

I hadn't used them since I was in Denver and I didn't intend to
use them until T received an assignment, However, the thought

came to me - "don't kick a man when he is down". I felt that

I was down and now I was kicked. Again, I had to say - Let Go -~
Let God, After all, the Lord's ways are strange and He knows best,

The job that I had was only a temporary one, It was terminated

on Oct, 31lst. I was wondering if you could put me on sick leave,

so that I could receive some financial assisstant in order to

pay my bills and live., It costs me money to drive to my A.A. meetings,
medicine for my disease of namic-depression, and the frequent visits
to the psychiatrist, If you could help me, I would be most

grateful,

It is my daily hope and prayers that in the very near future I
will once again be able to get back into the active ministry. I
believe that God called me to the priesthood and gave me many
talents and a great ability to touch the people of God, which I
have done over the years. It seems to me that it would be a
waste of what God gave to me, if it were not to be used,

Hoping that you had a blessed and meaningful Thanksgiving and with
constant prayers for you, I remain,
Yours in Christ,
7 /:t / -rfa‘v‘/
wy o X

Reverend John C. Slown

/
v






FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO.

Redacted April 2013 - 4/9/13

Released April 2014

2.

Your request for financial assistance will be
directed to the priests' retirement board for a
decision. That ©board will not meet again until
February. In view of that fact I would strongly suggest
that you find some type of occupation to provide for
yourself. I do not believe that my providing you with
money at this time would be beneficial. I think you
have to accept the responsibility of your actions, and
in this case it means that your behavior has deprived
you of earning an income as a priest.

This is not a very happy letter to write in this
particular season. I write it with great reluctance,
but with some degree of comfort, in that the diocese
has tried to assist you for many years at considerable
expense and has supported you throughout all of that
time. Now, I think it is time for you to accept the
responsibility of supporting yourself and not- depend
upon the diocese. The final decision in that matter
will be made by the priests' retirement board. In the
meantime, I will see that you continue to be carried on
our health insurance plan.

Be assured of my prayers for you daily. Despite
the severity of this letter I have a great deal of
feeling for you in my heart. Best wishes for a blessed
Christmas.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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John, I would hope that you would stay in touch
with me and let me know how things are going and what
is happening with you. You have a great amount of
talent, as you know. It would be a shame not to use
those talents in ministry. I certainly hope that this
would be a possibility. You are in my prayers daily.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
: Bishop of Joliet
’

Enc,
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE March 6, 1987

RE: John Slown

I met with John Slown on Wednesday, March 4th. I
asked him how he was dcing and he said that he was
surviving. He is not working at his previous job, which
I think was doing some work in the office of the owner
of the condominiums where John is staying with his
sister. He is 1living with her in the condominium. She
is & widow. This arrangement seems to be working out
quite well for him.

I told him that I did not feel that his
prospects for returning to ministry in the future were
very bright. I suggested that he be in touch with the
personnel director in Denver, or at least with a priest
in the area, who would be able to speak on his behalf,
should he ask for an assignment in the future. I told
him that with his track record, about which I surely
would be asked by a receiving bishop, there was little
possibility that a bishop would be willing to take a
risk and take John on. I asked him what he thought
about the possibility of having a future without
ministry. He said he hoped that would not be the case,
but that he was willing to accept that, if this is what
the Lord wanted.

I asked him why he had gotten into difficulty at
his last assignment in Santa Fe. He readily admitted
that he had been drinking, but that he had stopped
within a week after he came to Denver, on his own. He
was quite proud of the fact that he did not have toc go
to a treatment center in order to stop. He said getting
away from the parish helped him to realize what he was
doing to himself and he was able to stop drinking. He
said that the house situation was absolutely terrible,
although he got along weil with the people.

He suggested that perhaps he would stay out of
ministry for awhile, and then apply to help out on
weekend, while keeping his regular job. I told John
that I thought there was little possibility of this
being acceptable to a bishop. I told him that it
certainly would not be acceptable to me and I doubted
that anyone would accept him on those terms. He does
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have the possibility of a job with the husband of his
niece, who is starting a business to fix car starters.
Evidently John would go to various gas stations in
Denver and solicit business.

John said he would keep in touch and I told him
I would do the same and would continue to keep him in
my prayers.

He did say that he has placed the two homes in
Bradley in the hands of a real estate agent and hopes
to sell them. At the present time one home is occupied
and the other is not.

Most %?@erenddéggéph L. Imesch

cc-Bishop Roger Kaffer
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"We are starting this legal action to uncover the documents and uncover the deception in
this diocese," he said. "And if they want to fight, then we're ready to fight them."

Southtown religion writer Allison Hantschel may be reached at
ahantschel@dailysouthtown.com or (708) 633-5998.
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