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SUPPORTING AFFIDAVIT POR THI I8SUANCE 3709
Or A BEARCH WARRANY

CHESHIRE, 85 KEENE DISTRICT COURT

Personally appearing before the court on March 10th, 1993 is affiant
Detective James F McLaughlin a sworn police officer with the City of
Keene Police Department. I am currently a detective in the police
investigation division and assigned variouvs offenses including child
abuse crimes and related offenses.

1. On January 13th, 1993, I interviewed a zale who will be

heretofore referred to as M) W reportec that he met a rFather

Leo Shea, a Roman Catholic Priest, in Troy, New Bampshire in

November of 1981. -had just turned 14 years old. -waa

serving as an altar boy at tbe catholic church in Troy when he

came in contact with Father Shea. A relaticnship quickly

daveloped with-spending time at the rectory in Troy and going

on overnight trips to Father Shea’s cottage on Cape Cod. [}

states that Father Shea was very nice to him, spending time and

buying him gifts. [} said that other altar boys were also taken

on these trips to Cape Cod.

2. While still 14 years of age the relationship between- and
Fathér Shea turned sexual. The first incident that-recalls,
occurred when he went to the Tréy rectory and was hugged by
Father Shea. This escalated to Father Shea touching-
genitals over his clothing. This occurred during the day and
while -was still serving as an altar boy.

Subsequent to the first incident, -would meet with Father Shea
in the fi‘roy rectory. Father Shea would have- come into his
second story bedroom where he would have the child remove his
clothes and where he removed his clothes as well. rather Shea
would have B 12y down on his bed to receive a full body
massage. This would in;lude‘rather Shea masturbating -until he
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sexual act on Father Shea until he ejaculated. -would be on
the bed and Father Shea would sit across - hips and ejaculate
onto- stomach. -would do the same act sitting across

rather Shea’'s hips as well, Father Shea war also described asg

using lubricant on his finger and inserting his finger into_

anus while he masturbated him. -statu hig sexual contact with

Father S8hea was a weekly event.

-was asked to describe what occurred in Massachusetts with
Father Shea, -told how he used to go on overnight trips to
Father Shea' cottage which is located in sandwich, Massachusetts.
Other altar boys would also go on these trips. -estimatcs that
he went to Sandwich, Massachusetts about ten times with rather
Shea. These trﬁ;s ;'.weraged two or three days each. -states he
would sleep in the same bed with Father Shea. While in Sandwich
’states that Pather Shea performed oral sex (fellatioc) on hinm,
’als’o reports that he performed oral se» on Father Shea as
~well. -also described how rather Shea attempted to.have anal
sex with him, but this proved to uncomfortzble. -was not asked

to penetrate Father Shea’s anus.

‘recalls that Father Shea used to drink alecohol while on these
trips to Magsachusetts. He recalls finding a hidden bottle of
hard liquor in the bathroom of the cottage. He also recalls
Father Shea having bloodshot eyes. -recalls Father Shea having
sex with him, both when he was sober, and sfter having been
drinking. Father Shea also purchased beer for {ijwho would drink

it in Father Shea’s presence. No drug use was involved.

14
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At the time Pather Shea never said anything to i} about not
iisclosing their sexual .telationship. -reportu that throughbut
the years he received numerous checks and letters from rathc: Shea.
These checkg are belisved to total in excess of $7,000.00.'|l'
relationship with Father Shea went from th: time he was age 14
until he reached age 19. They were sexual throughout this period.
‘Ilﬂstateg he did not have any prior sexual experience before
meeting Father Shea. -states that his contact with Father Shea

caused him a great deal of confusion over iz sexual orientation.

3, On January 13th, 1993, I received authorization from the New
Hampshire Attorney Generals office (Graf) o tape a telephone
conversation between [ 2nd Father shea. 'the following are

excepts from the call (names XXXXX):

' ‘Oh yuh, cause remember that letfier you wrote to
me ahm, which one, one was it, Vas it say’n in

that letter where you were, you had said someth’n
about, ahm, what did you say,
I, I think it was someth’n, remember that, it
it was a letter that you wrote {.0 me ahm, where
you, I had written you a letter and you wrote
back to me and said someth’n about what we,
this, when we were having sex, back a while,
quite a while ago, and XXXXX's (ot that letter,

PS Ahuh
‘ Went back when I was I don’t know, like fourteen

wWhat, wasn’t that how old I was when I, when I
first met you?

rs ‘I think so, yuh.
. Yuh, I was what

FS About (unclear) or fifteen, close enough
And the following: |
' I mean, because, I mean there ain’t noth’n I'm

gonna be able to do because, I mean, whether I
was willing or not, I was under age,
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That’'s right..,
And you’re still gonna get in trouble for it.
cesumm, I don’t know,
So, cause 1, 1 don’t wanna tura you in to the
police, 1 mean, but what 1'p curious of ig
vhat, what are YOu gonna say to them if they
88k you about it?
1’11 have to tell them the truth.
Yup.

Nothing else I can do, or they’1) find out
somehow.

And the £ollowing:

FS
W
FS
®
FS

W™

Fs

P5

Does he know about us?
About that, 1 don’t know.

¥You don't know

I never toid anybody

Yuh, ‘

Well

Well what about the church knowing. Dpidn’¢ you
Bay someth’'n - remember You told me back a
while ago that they made you go through, ahm,
ah, counseling for that; '

Yuh, they don't, they know yea,

The church knows about it?

Yes.

And the following;

-y

rs

None that, ah, you didn’t have any gex with any
of that, and xxxxx Or XXXXX did ya?

No.
OK no.

No. 1In fact,'nobody in that, ekcept you,
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4. On January . 18th, 1993, I spoke with the Lancaster, New Bampshire
volice Chief and learned that Father Leo Shea is presently
assigned to the catholic church in Lancaster, New Hampshirs,

They have not handled any complaints involving him,

5. On January 18th, 1993, I contacted DET., Cotta of the S8andwich
Police Department and he confirmed that Father Leo Shea did own a
summer cottage in their town from 1981 until 1985, This cottage
is located at 16 Pimlico Pond Road, Forest Dale, Sandwich,

Maggachugetts.

6. On February 10th, 1993, I located - a former altar boy at the
Troy church.‘lllstates he went on one of the overnight trips to

Cape Cod with Father Shea., He states he‘was not touched sexually by
him. -presently lives in a group home for adults and was older than

the other altar boys at the time he served.

7. On February 12th, 1893, I spoke with -who served as an altar

boy at the Troy church from 1977 till 1981. 'stated he had limited
contact with Pather Shea other than Sunday service. He did go on one
of the overnight trips to Cape Cod, but nothing out of the ordinary

occurred.

8. On February 18th, 1993, I spoke with [Jjwho served as an altar
boy at the Troy church for a couple of years. -also said he went on
one of the overnight trips to Cape Cod with Father Shea (possibly 1981).
While on this trip Pather Shea entered the bedroom where he was sleeping
and got into his bed. rather Shea then fondled -penis for about a
ten ninute'pe:iod. Father Shea then left the béd;oom withbut iaying
anything.‘ll‘states he was confused and never tsld anyone what happened.
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9. On rebruary 19th, 1993, I spoke vith- who was also involved
with assisting in the Sunday masses at the Troy church. lllrccalll
that Pather 8hea, who he considers a close friend, left the church
under "suspicious circumstances™. Father Shea did not say good-bye to
anyone and left quickly. [Jjrecalls one incident where his buttocks
were touched by Pather Shea, which he felt was inappropriate, but no
further contacts. -(oldcr than the other altar boys) was never

invited, like the others, to go on the overnight trips to Cape Cod.

10. on March 3rd, 1993, I received authori:ation from the New
Hampshire Attorney Generals office (Graf) o tape a telephone
conversation between [JJand rather shea. 'The following are
excerpts from the call (names XXXXX):

‘I. But, ah, I've been look’n, look’n and looking, and I
ain’t found noth’'n., But, remember what we, we were
talk’n about last time I talked to you, about the
police? :

FSV Yuh

-‘ Well, they finally contacted me about that

rS  Ahuh |

. aAnd, ah, they in - they did an interview ah, they,

- well, called me in and had me do an interview with
‘thenm
rs Ahuh

. And ah, it was quite interesting. They haven’t contacted
you have they?

FS No
'l‘ No. Huh, well they did inter - thsy interviewed me
Fs Yuh

" And, ah, they wanted to know every:hing that was going
- on. '

rs Yuh ‘
Cause, lixe I told you, XXXX bad aiready talked to them.
TS Ahuh
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S0, I didn’t have much choice but to tell ther, I mean,
cause they’re - gonna question you about it nnyvai, I
imagine eventually, they naK, and I don’t know if the
will or not gonna, I don’t now, but ah, they asked me
to tell them everything that went on, about everything,
and how it even st....for it first started being in Troy
but, ah, they wanted to know about, how you, wvhen we
were, how we used to have sex upstuirs in Troy,

Yuh '

Yuh, they wanted to know about that, and about I don't
know if you remember everything thait ever happened
then, but, they ah asked me about You, ah, putting
your finger in my my rear end, and how you used to
masturbate me. Got quite interesting. '

I never put my finger up your rear end.

Well, I don’t know, 1I guess, ah, according to thenm,
they ah, they gaid that ahm, there’s a - do you know
of a kid named XXXXX that you ever brought down to the
Cape?

XXXXX (name of person from above)...

Some kid named XXXXX.

XXXXX...from Troy?

I don’'t know where he was from. I have no idea.
XXXXX
It's a guy they asked me, they wouldn’t, they didn’t

say a last name, but they said this kid’s name was XXXXX
and he claimed that you had sex with him too.

XXXXX, 1 don’t know anybody by the name of XXXXX.,

1 don’t know. They said his name was XXXXX.

Well

That’s what they said. But they wculdn’'t give me where
they wouldn’t say where, whoever this person was, where
he was from or anything, but I guess this supposedly
took place down at the Cape when ycu had your place,
your cottage on the Cape.

I don’t remember anybody with that name, The only one
that came down was, who was it, ah, but was his name

- XXXXX XXXxXX?

XXXXX XXXXX, yup
Yuh
Yup
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rs But I never touched him.

Yup, that’s who it was.

&

Fs You were there

&

No, I remember XXXXX

rs Yuh

I remember the name now, yuh, now I remember it. Ah,
that was quite a, see, cause I don’t, the only ones I
remember being alter boys at the time was me, XXXXX
xxxx%x, and XXXXX ah XXXXX (three different names)

[ 4

rs Oh, a that’s his name, oh yuh
@ XXXXX XXXXX

FS XXXXX

So you never did anything with XXXXX
FS No

Well, he claims you did.

FS Well, he's lying. I never touched him,

‘.l Yuh, well, I don’'t, I still, now I remember him now that
you mention the last name, I could...I didn’t know, they
wouldn’t say anything to me, so, I don’t know

FS No, but XXXXX, I never touched him. You were the only one.

.’ Yup. I don’t know. ’

rs Well,

But,

- FS Besides, they were too young anyway

yuh, wasn’t, well tell, remember ah, XXXXX XXXXX, now
wasn't he quite a bit younger than ne?

F§ Oh yuh

jl' How many, do you remember how old, how we - how long it
was, I mean, how old he was?

FS I think he was only about nine or ten
' Nine or ten? '
FS Yuh
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Cause I, they asked me if I knevw how much younger he was
and I said I reslly don't know, I said, I'm guessing
maybe a couple years, cause I wasn't realli positive.
Ah, and they asked me about you having anal sex with

me. Do you ever remember trying that?

mried - but it didnrt work.

yuh, that’s what I told them. I said you tried it Dbut
it never worked. That’s what I alwvays, that's what I
told them. But, XXXXX XXXXX, his, I never even
remembered, I forgot all about, was he an alter boy
when I was?

I think so.
Yuh, I didn’'t remember

Yuh, cause that whole group, in fact I got pictures of
all of everybody, all the alter beys at the time.

oh, you got pictures of us?

Yuh - all taken in the, the chair, the chair behind the
alter .

 Yup, huh

And so, but, I don’t ah,.that’s a lot of the names I
don’t remember

Yuh
So

1 don't know, ...{unclear)... I dldn’t even remember

XXXXX, the only ones I remembered was me, XXXXX XXXXX, and

ah XXXXX XXXXX. Cause, he’s still around too. 1 see
him every once in a while, but, tae only ones I
remembered was those ones because they were asking me,
and I.ain’t gonna lie to them, cause it’s just gonna
get me in to trouble for lying to then.

Yuh

So I didn’t, I ain’t gonna lie to them about it, cause
that’s like I told ya know, like when I asked you what
you were gonna say when they, if they come question
you, cause I’'m sure they’re gonna now.

Um

8o, but,

1 know one kid you had anal sex with

Me?

Yuh

who?

-]
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 XXXXX, I don’t know his last name

XXXXX
Yuh
One that I did?

Yuh, cause I got up during the night and you were
both on the couch o

-

Where was this?

At the Cape

, . q nope, not that I ever remember. The only
: one

rS

rs

d: A

FS

TS

.~y 1‘? ” ~y :
W ) u

ever remember being there when I was with
you was XXXXX XXXXX.

No

¢

XXXXX's the only one I ever remember bein§ there

with you, with us when we went down. I don’t ever
remember anybody else being with us down there.

We picked him up at a trailer

A trailer....0h, I know who you’re talking about.

XXXXX XXXXX.

- XXXXX?
Yuh

Oh

Yuh, I think, it might, yuh matter of a fact I
think it was XxxXXX XXXXX that we had brought down .

there at that, one time.

Cause, I got his picture too.
Oh you have a picture of him too.

Yuh, but I didn’t remember his name. All I remembered
wag XXXXX :

Yuh, it wap XXXXX XXXXX.
Oh '

Oh

That’s where he did, but I think he lives (R

in Troy now, with his parent’s still

21
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Oh, oh gee'’s
And he'’s ...God.-ho's my age, but
Yuh, hum
But, you ain’'t involved with anybody in Lancaster are ya?
I haven’t, no, no
Asking cause ah, they’re gonna, gonna question anybody
you’re around now., Now that they’ve questioned ne,
they’'re gonna gquestion anybody
Yup
‘Well

No, nobody, nobody here not since I’ve come here. I
haven’t touched anybedy.

Yuh., But, 1 don’t know, I'm sure they’ll be question-
ing you about it. '

And the following:

Q
FS

Y
rs
Qe
FS
Q

FS§

rs

Huh, but you know, the police coming, if they come and
question you about, what are you gonna say to them?

}Well, I1'll have to, ah, admit it was true, 1 mean,

Yuh, because I mean, it, you know, ..XXXXX, everybody'’'s
always told me when I was always in trouble as a kid,
if you, as long, if you're truthful with them, the

cops and even, cause it’'s the Keene cops that are

doing it

Oh

And that, you know, it will Erobably be easier on you
in the long run, instead of letting themr find out on
their own. "

That’s right

Cause, otherwise it's, they’re gonna really do something
about it, I don’t know what they do, but, but that’s
p;obably the best thing you can do is be truthful with
them

That’'s why I am, cause I don't want to get in no trouble
over it, ' pe o gt

«Oh no

And it’s not that it’s gonna get me in trouble, but I
don't want them to find out that I’'m lying to them.
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Right
I mean, cauge 1¢p not the only one that’s saying i+
Unm

It’s, there ah, have intervieweq ard said that {trg
actually happened, but

Huh

But, I don't know

Well, XXXXX'g big mouth that'g

Yup, You ever feel guilty about trat?

No, cause I was doing out of love,

Yuh | ‘

No I never, : really never digd.

Yuh ' |

And, 1 mean, I was wrong in doing it, but 1 mean

I wanted, wanted to show my love, and 1 didn’t know
how to do it,

Yuh

So,

I don't know. But, I don't¢ know what, when and {f
they’re gonna come gee You, but 1'p gsyre they will
eventually,

Oh, I'm gyre they will,

They’ll come and talk to you.

Yuh

But, I mean Cause I even have a lawyer that wants to,
there’s lawyer that wants to do a"law gujt over thisg,

Not againgt, 1 don’t think as far ag i¢ being against
you. They want to do, remember how you were saying
that the church had known ang they sent you to therapy

Well, thatrg what he wantsg to do it for be Cause the church
knowingly ah, knew it wag geing on, and continued to let
You be a pries; :
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Oli, ahuh

80, he wants to do a law suit against the church, ah the
Roman Catholic Church,

oh

But, hey that’s - that’s veird, ya know, that’s one thing
I've always been wondering, how did the chureh know about
that?

I don’t know

- That’g what I always wondered, was how, and if it was

going on, how they, how would they know?
I don’t know; they didn’t tell me.
No. How long ago did they find out about it?

Well, I was

Was that quite a while ago?

Well, ya, when I was still there

You were in Troy?

Troy.

Oh, hum

That was over ten years ago

Oh yuh

Because they knew I was here,

I don’t understand hoﬁ they

Ah, oh about ten years in January

Yup

I1've been up here

Huh. I mean cause I never ever to.d anybody, and that’s
why I I can’t figure out how they iwould have found
out

Well, I don’'t know either.

How long did they send you to therupy.

Ah, I think it was three months.

Ah, really,

Yuh
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Oh. Now when you, you left Troy willingly, right?
Oh yuh.
Pid they transfer you because of that going on?

Yuh, I think so, . They didn’t tell me, but,
I'm gure it was that

Yuh, they didn’t tell you that?
No

Yﬁh, that’s probably why they did.
Yuh

Ah, I don't know, I imagine they'll talk to you
soon, sometime, for sure,

When did they talk to you?
Ah, they talked to me, it was Eesterday at I don't
know, I was I think it was like around eleven
o’clock that thei had gotten in touch with me

k

and wanted to ta to me, so I came down and that's
what it was about.

Oh

They wanted to know about it, so, cause I never knew

“anything was ever going to come abcut it. They just

questioned me about it one day, when I was in here
for something else, and, it’s endec up coming about

Hum

So now it’'s gonna, but, I don’t kncw. I don’'t want
to tell you to write to me cause if you write to me
at that address I don’t know if I’'l]l get it, cause
Ah

I mean, if you wrote last time and I didn’'t get it,
I mean, {t’'s - I didn’t ah

Maybe it's best that I don't.
What, write to me?
Yuh

Well, it doesn’t matter. You can write to me, I’'ll
just give you a different address.

Ahuh ’
And, I'm, that way I know I'll get it.

Yup,

25
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Some people that I know in Keene that will make sure that
I ain’t, nothing’'s gonna, that I get my mail

Ahuh

It’s a P.O. Box that I use in Keene now, anywag.
That’s what I been doing, Cause I'm not with her
no more, with XXXXX in Marlborough.

oh, oh yuh.

No, we had a little spat, and I air.’t been with her
since this last Saturday, but, write to me, ah, just
uge P.O. Box (deleted) in Keene

0.X., in Keene, O.X.

Just put my name

0.K.,

But, you know, you know the Keene 2ip, right?

1 can look it up.

It’s 03431 anyway, s0 you know., Eut, just write to
me,

Ahuh

And see if I get it this time, I'm sure I will this
time, cause I get my own mail.

Alright

But, alrighty

Yup

0.K., I'll keep in touch with you.
Yup '

Just write to me

0.K. I will.

Alright
Yup

.Alright, bye bye.

.....end of conversgation.
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11. on March 5th, 1993, I spoke with i} the mother of two boys
who were altar boys at the catholic church in Troy under rather
Leo Shea. She reéorted that both her son: went on an overnight
trip to Cape Cod with Father Shea. When :‘hey came back one of
their sons reported that he felt uncomfortable wrestling with
Pather Shea and from other touching that took place. The

other son reported that he did not like the fact that he had to
gleep in the same bed as Father Shea, anid that Father Shea
fondled his penis.

‘I‘reported this information to Father Connor’s, then working at
the Newman Center, Keene State College, Xeene, New Hampghire. She
was assured by Father Connor that the matter would be kept
confidential and Father Shea would be de:lt with. -reports that
this incident may have occurred in either 1979‘or 1980.

Wl :tates she confronted Father Shea about this and he denisd doing
anything to either boy and said they nmust have misunderstood his
hugging them, ‘Illbelieves it was about 5 or 9 months latsr that
Father Shea was taken out of the Troy chirch and sent to the Midwest

for treatment,

W cecall that this event with her sons occurring in 1979/80
which might be faulty. Father Shea was in Troy as late as 1983
(referred to by suspect in transcript). An exact date for his
leaving Troy has not been established, but he bought his present
home located in Danbury, NH in Sesptember of 1983,

12. On March 8th, 1993, I spoke with{lland learned that he
was fondled by Father Shea on an overnight trip to the cottage
on Cape Cod, {JJstates this happened when he was young,
possibly as young as 8 or 9 years old. Be recalls being in his
'underwear when approached by Father sShea who then fondled his

penis.
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‘also recalls reporting this to his mother when he returned

home from the trip.

13. On March 8th, 1993, Merrimack County Deputy Sheriff Scott
Hilliard reported that he had located Father Leo Shea's

residence in Danbury, New Hampshire. This residence was described
as located on Bohannon Road. It is a single family residence, ranch
style, that is green with yellow shﬁtters. It alsovhas a wrap

~around deck and on and exterior chimney is the name “Lion’s Den”.

14. on March Sth, 1993, I spoke with [ wvho vas an altar boy

at the Troy catholic church with Father Leo Shea. -statcs when

he was 9 or 10 year.s old (1979/1980) he went on one o'f' the overnight
trips to Cape Cod with Father Shea and other Troy altar boys. While
on this trip -said he experienced a lot of unwanted touching from
Father Shea. This included Father Shea tiouching his leg and moving
his hand up his leg in an attempt to touch his genitals. [jsaid he
had to move Father Shea’s hand away fron his leg a.number of times.,

‘reported this to his mother when he returned from the trip.

15. On Maf:ch 10th, 1993, I spoke with- who was an altar boy
at the Troy church with Pather Leo Shea. {states he was an
altar boy between 1982 and 1983. {Jstates the proposition to
go on the overnight trips to the Cape wure always made but he
never did go. ‘tates he was never touched inappropriately by
Father Bhea, ’
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16. On March 10th, 1953, I spoke with -tho was an altar boy
at the Troy church with Father Leo Shea. -ltatcs he was an altar
boy between 1980 and 1982. jJjlis2id he wunt on one of the overnight
trips as did - While on this trip he was not touched
inappropriately by Pather Shea. -did tngage in mutual masturbation
with - - had confirmed earlier to me that this was the caze. 1t
has been my experience and from my training that children who are
being éexually abused often turn to yournger children and act out in

this manner.

17. That probable cause exists for the issuance of a search
warrant to search Father Leo Shea’'s 5anbury residence for the property

listed in the attachment.

Then personally appeared the above named DET. James F. Mclaughlin
and made oath that the foregoing affidavit by him subsc;ibcd is true,

DET James F. Mclaughlin
Before me this 10th day of March, 1993




