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Father Ed’s Boys Home

By SCOTT EATON
Haoge Stall Wrlter

The Ratan allice of the stute Social Services
Agency has withdrawn Ils approve) of Father
Ed's Haclendn de los Muchachos and has liled
8 live-page complainl with state officials and
the archblshop of the Digcese of Ssnis Fe.

The report, signed by soclal servicea {(SSA)
fleld ollice manager Janel Brysn and scelal
worker M.E.L. Dlsen, stales:*...It I3 the
concensus of the Collax Counly S55A stafl that
allernstive placements for Lhe eighl beys
currently al the Haclends be found and (hat
ne more children be pladed there.*

Bryan sald coples of the March 12, 1978
rep senl to then director of the siute
584 gn Edwards; John Kearny, super-
vis¢ ™ wing, state Healih Agency; and
Cat -~ rchblsbhop Robert Sanches,
Alth < Haclenda does nol come under
jurls 5 il lbe Cutholic church, Falher
Ed, le prieal, does.

Fa the founder and directior ol the
ten-y ame for wayward boys, lald Lhe
Runj i i isken il but one boy back Lo

lheir E wis, meny lo Noswell, pending
oulga e aclion. le sald he had been
lobd t sl woarker leam Raton thstl his

Approval withdrawn,comp

oneis accepled,

Olficials sald the local office does nol muke
reflerrals o the Huclends Lecsuse of its
prozimily to Rslen.

“M.E.L.'s [Olien) report was & recom-
mendation. We leel the lsclends should not
be used by cur sgency or any others. We don’t
think iL should be open,' Bryan sald,

Hryan said the declsion Lo file & reporl and
withdraw approval frem the Haclends was
nol relsled te the desth of & 12-year-old boy
wha ran away Irom the home Jan, 15. The boy
was lound desd of exposure.

Some of the llems listed In the reporl Bre:
the home siresses severing family
relutionshipa, and Christmes presenis have
beena returned 1o parents In some caases;
educelion I3 considered & privilege (o be
esrned and & boy must prove himasell before
being allowed 1o attend public achools In
Springer; there are an “excesalve number*
of runawsys, and Falher Ed has not always
been anzlous lo relurn boys who run away;
older boys are placed in the same dorms wilh
younger boys; “the whole asystem of
disclpline Is arbitracy™; and “lhe Haclenda

nravides i inclinre almeaenbz oo -
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liwwnse lu sperale (he Heciends lised been
Lehen awey

Field office munwger Hryan, however, sald
she did nol know of anyene lelling Father Ed
his license had been suspended, and she sald
enly the licensing division of the Stule Heslth
Agency has thal sulherily. The Soclsl Ser-
vices Agency Is separale from Lhe aslale
lealth Agency, although bolh sre In Lhe
liealth and Socliel Services Depariment.

Stale licensing supervisor John Kearny
conllrmed bis olffice received s copy of the
fepwie svwns Lhe local sucisl acivices ollice,
and also & letier indicatlng the Haclends
would be closed down, He emphaslzed only,
his sgency can grant or suspend llcenses, and
sociul services ls charged with relerring
children to Institutions auch as the Haclenda,
and lunding them while they are there.

He anid, however, he would send an In- -

specior lo the [acilily near Galdstone, N.M.,
around May 17, and mnolher check would
prubably be conducied belween lhen snd
Sepl. )

The Haclends is classilied as a 24-hour child
care lacility, and Kesrny said lta license,
which it has had since August, 1987, Is good
untll Sepl. } of this year.

The llrst check will be 8 comprehenalve
reullee annusl inapection, and Kearny asid
compleints Irom the local soclal services
ollice would be looked Into at thal time. Each
of the spprosumale 1100 licensed Inatilutions
in ihie stale are glven one comprehensive
exminination and iwo or Lhree spol checks
annuslly, he said. Licenses come wp lor
renewsl annuslly.

Il we were ever golng Lo have any kind ol
celafs, (L couldn’l have come sl » betler Lime,'"
Father Ed, who docan’l use a surname, said,
“Our flrst live yeurs were the cradie siage,
and the second flve years have been (he
crawling staye. We had slready sel up Lhe
liming le creale an advisory board and
review pur program aller len years."

Although the Naclends s & privale In-
stitutlon supporied mostly through donations
snd contribullona, the Soclal Services Agency

I B ochild It plsces there sl §123-a-
m W0 cording to the olfllce here. Falher
£ id agine educatlonsl equipment hua
b« 5 ided in the pust lwe years Lhrough
th I Title 1 program.
lenda hss recelved boys from most
pt mg € 3lale on recommendalions [rom
Vi 0 encles and organizallons. Boyns are
al L walvely Interviewed belore being
Y] a pllicliels sald.
o lice manager Bryan snd soclal
Wi cn amid ol mn mverage of E-10
re Irem Lhe 3tale Soclal Services

provides an sustere almosphere- more like &
munaslery then & normsl home."

In commenting on the report, Olsen sald,
“It took » long time to come Lo the decision: a

lol of weighing, & lot of talking. 1t wasn't & -

snaplhing. We lell the Heclenda was possibly
detrimentalta the growth and development of
the child."

Father Ed, who was s chapluln «l the
Springer Boys' School belore founding the
Hacienda, said Olsen had been visiting the
Hacienda "announced and unsnnounced lor
aboul s yesr and g hall, and ahe was alwavy
welcome."' ;

"{Social services) told us last month they
were pulling our llcense. They lold us they
had pulled . I notified the dean and he
nolified the srchbiahop. The archbishop wrole

me a lelter, and | started lo act on that let

ler,"” he sald, In explaining why boys were
iransferred cul.

Falher Ed sald he discovered last January,
the 1573 Chilldren's Code prohiblis retarded,
emollonslly disturbed, delinquent and
predelinquent children In the same facility,
and he quil taking in boys after learning that.

Bul he smid the complsinis by the seclal
services ollice here seemed Lo “happen
almosl overnlght They told me there would be
an investigation and Il would start from the
governor'a olllce, Shorlly alter that, Rulh
Rolstadl, who identifled hersell an belng from
the governor's ollice, called to see it I could
take a boy."

In answerlng some of the llema In the {lve-
page reporl, Father Ed sald, “Thoie bays
who cancarry regular academic programs do
g0 1o the public schools n Springer, but they
don'l ga ln the middle of the school year.**

He also sald the authoritles are called i &
boy runs away, and he sald he did nol know ol
& Ume when & boy was lound nearby when
ilaciends officiala did nol go get him. e axld
older boyas have always heen put In with
younger boya, and If Olsen did not leel thal
wis good, “Why didn't she any somelbing
earlier?™ s

Father Ed said his policy ls the boys have to
learn Lo depend on Lhemaelves lo gel things
done, and Lhey musl seck oul the supervisora
lor sssislance, inslesd ol the supervisors
kecping u consianl waich on the boys,

The buildings al the Hacienda are old (1935
or so), but sturdy, he said. He also sald he has
been imlking with wn  srchitecl sbout
remodellng ar even perhaps new bulldings.

There |3 no indicatlon a3 to what elfect the
withdrawal of approval of the Huclends by
the local socisl services office will have, alnce
the locsl elfice did nol reler boys, and only a

lew boys were accepled from the stale Soclal
Services Avenry The eflaris af tha rannet =il
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METIAES AF leu™Su v EANS-Kdle Gabrleie —

was heoored yeslerday lor ber 30 yearis of
service sl Minera' Hoaplial, and sbe snld she
bas “enjoyed 11." Miss Gabriele alurted al the
bosplis] May 0, 1345, snd ae several peeple
sald, “She did everyihing,” alibough the Insi
18 yenrs were speni working ln (he kitchen.
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ARTIST TO DISPLAY —Jim Mullings, showa
bere with his ghost lown palating, will be one
of over I8 local arllsls whe will be exhibitlag

High Schest a:

She onii tuc 1P
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