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PART ONE,:

A LIFE REMEMBERED
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Homily at the Funeral Mass of Fr. Chevedden

Loyola Marymount University, June 1, 2004

Thomas P. Rausch, S.J.

T. Marie Chilton Professor of Catholic Theology

Loyola Marymount University

The souls of the just are in the hands of God, and no torment shall touch them; their passing
away was thought an affliction, and their going forth form us, utter destruction, but they are at peace.

Fr. Jim Chevedden was one of the just, those Jesus spoke about in his ministry as poor in
spirit, who have a hunger and thirst for holiness, the single-hearted who are promised the vision of
God.

Jim was a good priest and faithful Jesuit, dedicated to his ministry and to the Eucharist. I
remember the wonderful liturgy he celebrated here several years ago when his mother died.

In the Society of Jesus he joined a special group, our missionaries who leave home and family
to bring the good news of God's life and grace in Christ Jesus to others.

Early in his Jesuit life, he met Fr. Francis Rouleau who helped him discover a fire in his heart
for China. He first went to Taiwan as a scholastic, spent much of his life there, learned the language,
wrote it, studied its music and literature. He had a great love for the Chinese people.

His closest friends in the Society were those great of the California Province China mission,
Fr. Francis Rouleau, Fr. George Wong, who spent more than twenty-five years in prison for his
witness to his faith, Fr. Ed Malestesta, who learned Chinese in midlife, after years teaching in Rome,
to die tragically just as his work was beginning to flourish, and Fr. Jim Thornton, who returned to
retire at Santa Clara after a lifetime in China. They were his heroes, like other heroic Jesuits on
another generation, Matteo Ricci, Adam Schall, Ferdinand Verbiest, who went to China in the
sixteenth century.

When ill health brought Jim back to California, he continued his work with Chinese Catholics.
He was greatly beloved by the people at St. Claire's in Santa Clara, reached out to Chinese all over
the Bay Area, and was preparing a large group of Chinese high school students for confirmation at
the time of his tragic death.

Though Jim did not enjoy good health, he never complained. His kept himself busy, his mind
active, even when his ministry was curtailed, studying theology, working on Hebrew, taking courses
to help him in his ministry.

St. Paul reminds us that the sufferings of the present are nothing compared with the glory to
be revealed in us, that indeed, the whole created world eagerly awaits the revelation of the sons of
God. There was considerable suffering in Jim's life; but he was a faithful priest and Jesuit. We await
the day when God reveals his own in glory.

Til then, we offer to Jim's father Ray, to his brothers, Paul, John, and Michael, our
condolences on their loss, and our prayers. As we too await the redemption of our bodies, let us
console each other with the consolation of our faith.
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ln Remembrance

Emily Wang

"But I tell you the truth, it is better for you that I go.

For if I do not go, the Advocate will not come to you.

But if I go, I will send him to you."

- John I6:7

When I first saw Father James Chevedden, I was attending mass at St. Joseph's Parish. Sitting at the

edge of the pew, I was falling asleep, as usual, when my mother nudged me and gave me a

reproachful glance that meant to pay affention. I knew it was no good trying, for the droning of
Mandarin only served to heighten my lethargy, but I looked up to the altar anyway to see if the

stained glass windows would catch my fancy.

It was the shock of my life to see a tall, white-skinned, black-haired priest delivering the homily at

the stand. I had automatically assumed that the usual priest would be serving this mass, and I was

astonished to find someone else speaking. Immediately, a question popped up that persisted

throughout the rest of mass: is this man Chinese, or white?

I was to f,rnd out later that Fr. Chevedden was indeed white, spoke Mandarin more fluently than I ever
would, and had come to preach to the Chinese Catholic Community at St. Joseph.Later,I was also to
find that Fr. Chevedden had come as a teacher more so than as a priest, and that his teachings would
become an integral part of our church's activities and my life.

At first, being quiet and reserved by nature, he kept to himself. He always left directly after mass and
never lingered to talk to the parishioners. I rarely saw the adults make an effort to include him in the
church activities, but it was even more rare for me to see him seek someone out.

As a child, this did not bother me; I was too preoccupied with my own affairs to bother with those of
an adult's. But as time wore on, I saw a gradlual change come over the church community and in Fr.

Chevedden. When I went on camping trips, "Xie Shen Fu" would sometimes be there. When the
Youth Group went on retreats, he would accompany us. Slowly yet surely, Fr. Chevedden became

integrated with our church and I saw his reserve and anonymity melt away.
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Keys to Glory

Yung-Yee Chen

Every Monday, as I practiced piano, I would hear the door gently open and Fr. Chevedden
would appear with a kind smile and warm "hello." For over two years, I was
fortunate enough to be the first person to greet Fr. Chevedden when he showed up
at our house for our weekly Junior Legion of Mary meetings. Father would
often inquire about the piece I was playing, and, of course, I willingly
responded to his inquiry. It was in these moments that I experienced
Jesus'presence in Fr. Chevedden. His composed demeanor and gentle

voice were evidences of Jesus' compassion and patience. He was truly a

special person, carrytng a holy presence wherever he went and an unending
love for whomever he met.

A scholar and lover of the arts, Fr. Chevedden had many interests and talents. He was a true
scholar, well-read in everything from The Lord of the Rings to the Bible. He was an avid musician as

well. Not only could he play piano, but he also composed music. I was always amazed at Father's
ability to speak Chinese. My parents often said that if only I spoke Chinese as well as Father, they
would be satisfied. As our Legion of Mary's spiritual director, Fr. Chevedden's weekly allocutions
were an inspiration for all of us, helping us on our spiritual journey.

You didn't have to talk to Father in order to experience his holiness. His simple gestures and

mere presence radiated an aura of holiness, making you realize that here was a man extremely close
to God. I'm thankful that we were able to experience his holy presence. Even though Fr. Chevedden
is no longer here, his unconditional love and compassion that touched each one of us lives on forever.
We can truly say that love never fails.

A Hero

Yung-Jae Chen

I always knew that Father Chevedden liked movies; and that was one of many connections I had
with him. Father Chevedden clearly enjoyed and was fascinated with the Lord of the Rings. When
The Return of the King carne out, we began to discuss the major themes and religious influences
that were incorporated into the movie. Of course, he had already read the novel, watched the movie,
and had even given a seminar to the youth in my church dealing with the relationship between The
Lord of the Rings and Catholicism. I was always astounded by his massive knowledge with any
subject we discussed. You could learn so much new information from just five minutes of talking
with him. The illness he carried was painful, but out of strength and love, he was able to overcome
this drawback and lead our Legion of Mary for over two years. Father Chevedden was not just a
priest; he was also a friend, spiritual guide, and above all a hero, like Frodo, Aragon, and Gandalf. He
was courageous and noble enough to deal with the internal conflicts of his life. I am honored to have
known Father Chevedden personally and spiritually.
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A Person to Remember

Roberta Wolfson

When my mother first announced to the family that we were to be paid a visit by a very
prestigious figure, a certain Father James whom she could not stop raving about, I was overcome with
misgivings. For one thing, a guest meant I had to help clean the house with more vigor than usually
required by my weekly chores, and I would doubtlessly have to spend several excruciating hours
vacuuming, dusting, picking up, puffing away, and moving large, ungainly loads of laundry up and
down a seemingly endless flight of stairs. What's more, this particular guest happened to be coming on
a Friday night, a time when I usually liked to while away the hours by watching the television or
starting in early on the weekend's homework-certainly not a time to spend idly entertaining a stranger.
To top it all off, I wasn't too impressed by the idea of meeting a priest, not because of his profession,
but because, at age eleven, I was only interested in people rooted in my own little world. But my
mother's enthusiasm about his arrival was so sincere and her excitement so catching that I felt
obligated to at least greet this stranger with a welcoming smile and do my best to be the
quintessentially charming hostess.

Father James surprised me from the moment I opened the door, looked him straight in the eye,
and shook his hand. As it turned out, he would continue to surprise me on many more visits to come.
He was an odd enough looking charucter-tall and reserved, with a pair of large glasses balancing
atop a long nose. Other features included a black suit, a white collar, a retreating hairline, and a
black briefcase in his right hand. But it wasn't his physical appearance that struck me most about this
intriguing man. Within ten minutes of observing his mannerisms and behavior while holding a
conversation with the man, I found myself unquestionably drawn to his pure and nonjudgmental heart,
his absolute wisdom, and his inherent patience.

With the advent of Father James' frequent Friday visits, T.G.I.F. took on a new meaning. My
weekend schedule soon transformed into one that allowed for his presence in my life-I saved the
television for Saturdays and Sundays, dashed through my homework so that I could finish before he
came, and took to reading the fat Book of God he had given to both my sister and me as a present.
The best thing about Father James was that he never made me think of him as a priest, but more as a
wise and kind father. The disparity of our religions-Judaism and Catholicism-made no difference
whatsoever when it came to our eager discussions about abortions or gay rights or the recitation of
the Lord's Prayer. In some ways I learned more from Father James than I did at my Sunday Hebrew
school - when it came to knowiedge of the Bible and when it came to knowledge about the kindness
and goodness that can be found in human hearts.

It wasn't until the day I found out that Father James had died, five years after I had first met him,
that I truly understood the impact he had made on my life. At age sixteen I was a busy junior,
overwhelmed with balancing difficult classes, demanding extracurriculars, and endless social events.
I hadn't seen Father James for months, much less thought about him in the midst of such a maelstrom
of activities. And when I heard the terrible news I felt sorrow, not only because such a good man had
left the world, but also because he had left before I could receive the most I could from him. He was a
man that had so much to offer, and he was willing to give it to me with all the generosity and
compassion intrinsic to his character. I had never realized until then how little effort I had made in
the past five years to fully accept such an offer and take in all the wisdom and knowledge and love
that he wanted to bestow upon me.

One of the greatest things I will always remember about Father James, the only true and dear
family friend who was loved by all of us, the one Friday angel who embraced our home with the
warmth of his kindness and grace, and the mentor who left me with an everlasting impression from
the moment I f,rrst shook hands with him, is the lesson that he taught me even after he had departed
from this life: Accepting love may be the hardest thing I ever do, but it will almost always be the
most rewarding.

52



E9

',(1daep os poqcnol eq leqt eldoed eseulqJ aglJo sueer{

eq] q perequeruer eq s,(e,tr1e III&\ or{ lnq'.(11ecrs,(qd sn gel seq oH 'eldoed eseuqC eq} po^ol eq qcnru

1\\oq.^aoDI IIe e \'.(4srunu lerolsed srq enurluoc ol ue.&\Iel ol {ceq SuroEgo qsu( stq pesse:dxe eq

suorsecco Ierolos ug 'eldoed eseurq3 oqlJo acrlres eql o1oJIT erllua sq peleclpep ueppo^eqJ 'rd

,(lpepeeqeloqzvr rulg o^ol IIe o.& teql saornl or{ }erl} orns Lu.I 'dep teql
se.^a orl,(ddeq /\\oq ees plnoc I 'ruooJ eloq,&\ eql tnoq8noJtll ouoqs U legl Srq os se^\ elrus sIH 'elrus e

qlr.,ta pelceeJ eH ,,'nof e,r.o1 1 'ueppelegC 'Jd,, eseurq3 uI pnol lno ples pue euoqdoJclru erllJo luo.U
uI pools uos plo reer(-;noJ ^(ur 'ururSord rno Jo puo eql }v 'sn qlr1K Eues eq pue luH ro; Euos e Eues

olruo4eurpro ueppe^er{c rc 3o ,ftesre.ttuue qgg-,$uea} eq} pe}erqelec em 'reqolcg }se1

'sseu{crs slrl Jo sseypreEer

puedxe ol ponu4uoc serlrunuruoC crloqleJ oseurqC oq] q solJlsluru srq 'sree,( me; lsed oq] uI
'ecueserd srq q8norqt 1nq Surqcee;d q8no.rqt 1ou 'ereqs pue elr8 o] qcruu os peq sderrrlu eg ,(8oloeqt

go Eurpuelsrepun deep pue olrsuelxe sH f,q pozeuJe.(rerr ero,t e ytlsJetl Jeleu sezvr lnq 8uo:zw

eJo,la e,tA. ueqa sn ]cerroc ppo.v\ eH 'pe>lse ueq,la suorlsenb Jno peJol\sue pue ,(le,tr1uepe pauolsll etl

's8urleeur ,(pnrs elqrg ogl q 'dnor8 ,(pnls elqrg Jno Jo speeu eql o1 ellluo$? fue,r sde,la.1e se.l& eH

'sn pelol eq qcruu llrorl poaoqs ecuerled

pue uor]ecrpop slH 'sree.( eseql Euunp qlleJ clloq}eJ mo ur sn epmE o] urFI elerl ol oro,^& e^\ lqyelerE
pue e]eunuoJ ./y\oH 'EutEemocue sr(e,ta.1e se.la eI{ 'selt ssetEord rno tltols 1(oq Jo 'se.rr\ dnorE oq} II?us
,l\og reperu oN 'pJoA\ e pres releu Jeqled 1nq 'Eu4eeur eql pepuo$e eydoed A\eJ e ,(yuo 'seurtleruos
'eruoc o1 dnorE aql Jo lser erll JoJ lrea puu ouerd ,(e1d ppo,rn eH 'uolluo$e u4xe qllll\ sJeruoc./y\eu olp

leer8 plnon eH 'rueql qlr^r spuerU eq puB uerpllqc eql qll1!\ lstlc ol pa{ll eH 'erul} uo sr(ervrle se^\ pue

Eurloeu fuerre ol eruec dlensn e11 'serged dnor8 pue s8uqeeru ,(11ee,l rno q8no.rql ulq ol esolc IeeJ
pu€ urlq aourl ol to8 e16 'o8u sree,( lqEre ]noqe dnor8 dpus elqrg rno peutol ueppe^eq3 'rd

'[31u ]eq] poJegs ellr 1etllllJo loqsdeus e 1sn[st Eurue,re srq],(es ol Suro8

ru,I leq1\ SeuE rno ur reqto qceo pelosuoc e^\ '1q31u eql lnoqEnortll 'srnoq roJ uoppe^eqC 'rd Jo
droureu pue slqEnoql rno per€qs e,l 'Euue,le ]eql 'EuueqleE Ielroruoru ? olq pourq &red,(epqutq
e lnq urFI rllr-^.r elerqelec ol Eurue,re deppg pe^reser el[ ']clguoc olnpoqcs e o] onp eruoc ],uplnoc
eq leq] sn plol eg .(ged ,(epq4q ssudms e urq e,u8 ol Euruueld servr dnor8 ,Qqs e1q1g mo 51eelt

1se1 ,(peg ' \oros pue ssol rno Jo epqru8eur eql pueqerduroc J,uec IIps e,& ,ry\ou ol dn firunururo3
clorileC eseurgJ esof ues oql q euodre,re pe>lcoqs qleop s.ueppe^oqC 'rC Jo szlreu eql

rel BSoJel

uoppo^eqS iu pe^oleq Jno



PART T\)7O:

WRITINGS AND HOMILIES OF

REV. JAMES N. CHEVEDDEN, S.J.

A SELECTION



99

irai *Yatl .t.o
-{*a,J-"gpb 

?',+ s-i rr1a,fi. [$* X - * *raJ

?qi ';r c* f)/)
^lf iu*J llrf ;ur ?q

ll4,ls h'q-U3)tY n,r*J

sS ?;5 ltb{6 lntl +"S1'l rist\ h
*a

/ady

o

l* fiy' (,i^i1r 11*1r/oq+ l:J t' -{C-?.1u *,' td* ya.1*f I !14c.

,*?

+q 11ap,{a6i?tiAt ?tryu la-6"n3oS t'n'11 
"'q

Jrirq

'l+',? "1t'* lt''{* leT}xryr,r)ariu t".p:rF llilol-1 r't
^ .- -r-\:/"

r$-,:|fllnl*0,lralo14 ?]Yr4d u il ,,;t
. -a}--W/

"'$illas Nr x#od StiJ* slly lddyrl

xroP fi;tr I ,rtltp #- * * -rroJ a11. ")v /\ddff O"



Devotion To Mary

Devotion to Mary is based upon Scriptuls-'6p1sm now on all generations will call me
blessed!" (Lk l:aS)-and has been an integral part of Church tradition from very early times. The
Church teaches that special devotion or veneration to Mary is essentially different from the adoration
which we give to Jesus and equally to the Father and the Holy Spirit. On the other hand, it greatly
fosters this adoration. So veneration is different in kind from adoration but is nevertheless ordered to
it. One hundred and sixth years ago a book was published which became a classic in Marian devotion.
It was entitled Treatise on True Devotion to the Blessed Virgin.Its author was Louis Marie Grignion
de Montfort. Actually the book was written around 1700, over a hundred years earlier; but it
remained practically unknown. It was found in 1842 and published on the feast of the Immaculate
Conception,1843. During his youth Pope John Paul II found this book very helpful. He says of it:
"There I found the answers to my questions." As you may know the Pope has long had a very strong
devotion to the Mother of God. His own mother died during his childhood; and he, therefore, found
solace and comfort in the fact that he had a heavenly mother. But in his youth the future Pope
wondered whether his devotion to Mary was excessive and perhaps taking too much away from the
adoration he owed to Christ. But "under the wise guidance of St. Louis Marie," the Pope writes, "I
realized that if one lives the mystery of Mary in Christ this risk does not exist."

Jesus gave us his mother to be our mother when he was dying on the cross. There he spoke to
his mother in these words: "Woman, behold your son!" Then turning to the disciple whom he loved,
he said to him: "Behold your mother!" "And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home."
(Jn 19:27) This disciple whom Jesus loved represents all of Christ's disciples. Jesus wants each of us
to welcome Mary into the hearts and profit by her presence. Because Mary is so united with Jesus,
our union with Jesus is necessarily accompanied by the presence of his mother. Along with other
saints and angels she can aid us in increasing our knowledge and love for Jesus, because true
devotion to Mary leads us to Jesus. In other words Marian devotion is Christocentric. That means that
it is centered on Christ. In his recent letter commemorating the publication of the above-mentioned
book the Pope quotes the words of St. Louis Marie, emphasizing the central place of Jesus in our
faith: "Christ is our only Master who has to teach us; our only Lord on whom we ought to depend;
our only Model to whom we should conform ourselves; our only Physician who can heal us; our only
Shepherd who can feed us; our only Truth whom we must believe; our only Life who can animate us;
and our only All in all things who can satis$r us." When Mary visitedBlizabethatdElizabeth praised
her for her faith and for being the mother of her LORD, her first words in response to these words of
adulation were: "My soul magnifies the LORD." (Lk 1:46) Thus Mary does not want to draw
affention to herself by lessening in importance the person and mission of her Son. Rather, she prefers
that the praise given to her will gloriS, God instead. St. Louis Marie, writes: "What Mary did then,
she does daily now. When we praise her, love her, it is God who is praised, God who is loved, God
who is glorified." These words are in harmony with the traditional doctrine that God is glorified in
his saints. When we honor them, we honor God. A human example to help us understand this
doctrine is our relationship to our parents. When you ignore and disrespect your mother, do you think
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nourishment in this act of self-surrender.

Unlike sacrifices of the past here we have a willing victim. "I lay down my life for the
sheep. . . . No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord" (Jn10:15,18). Not only is the
victim transformed but the slayers of the victim are also changed-changed into a converted and
repentant community. In Mark the centurion becomes a believer and in Luke the crowd goes away
beating their breasts.

How Great Drama and Great Literature Educate Us

Intelligence is not simply limited to the ability to think abstractly or the capacity to
understand patterns and relationships. There are other kinds of intelligence, e.g. social and emotional
intelligence. These types of intelligence are sometimes classified as "experiential" knowing to
distinguish them from "intellectual" knowing, which depends primarily on memory and reason.
"Experiential" knowing, on the contrary, involves the whole person, body and soul. This kind of
knowledge can help us survive and prosper in a world that is not always friendly towards us. We can
educate ourselves in this regard by using our own experience as a basis. But since our own
experience is limited, we are in need of other examples to help us. Great drama and great literature
can present to us experiences ofother people. Through the presentation ofa good play or the reading
of a good book or by seeing a great movie we can see the experiences of other people as if in a mirror.
In this way we can imaginatively try on for size the experiences of others, benefiting from the good
they teach us and rejecting the bad. The spectator, the reader, or the moviegoer views other people at
a certain distance and absorbs what he judges worthy for himself, thus growing in experiential
knowledge. Often what we learn from such experiences sounds simple and banal when we try to put
it into words. For example, after seeing the movie The Lord of the Rings, one may have come away
from this experience with a greater resolve to resist evil and fight for the good. But such knowledge
can enter deeply into our bodies and souls, thereby giving us more hope and courage to carry out our
mission in life. After describing a great many heroic models of faith the writer of the Letter to the
Hebrews concludes, "Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside
every weight and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set
before us, looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. . ." (Heb l2:l-2)

Victory over Temptation

Those of you who have seen The Lord of the Rings reahze that life is a skuggle between good
and evil. This struggle is like a struggle between two kingdoms, or rather a contest between all those
who choose to align themselves under the standard of the good and all those who choose to align
themselves under the standard of evil. But those who fight for the good must not only struggle against
the evil threatening them from the outside, they must also fight against their own weaknesses and
temptations. Frodo bears the greatest burden throughout the Rings trilogy because he wears the ring
around his neck during his journey to the Mountain of Doom. Yet he is not without help in the person
of Sam. And in the final ascent of the mountain Sam even carries him. But once there and about to
throw the ring into the volcano he gives into the temptation to put the ring on his finger. Afterwards
he realizes his mistake and redeems himself by struggling with Gollum. That struggle ends in the
destruction of both Gollum and the ring, and thus victory is attained.

All four gospels describe Jesus as undergoing temptations. Sometimes the temptations come
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in the Jordan River. There he was anointed with the Holy Spirit and with power (Acts 10:38) because
"the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form, as a dove, and a voice came from heaven,
saying, 'You are my beloved Son, with you I am well pleased' " (Lk 3:22). Afterwards Jesus "went :

about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him" (Act
10:38). However, "they put him to death by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him on the third l
day, and made him manifest" to certain witnesses (Act 10:39). Before he ascended into heaven he
"commanded (the apostles) to preach to the people and to testif,i that he is the one ordained by God
to be judge of the living and the dead" (Act 10:42). Peter concludes his short homily by saying that
"every one who believes in (Jesus) receives forgiveness of sins through his name" (Act 10:43).

Now I would like to say something about the heavenly life of Jesus where Jesus is exercising I

judgment as well as the forgiveness of sins. As a result of Jesus' resurrection and exaltation to the
right hand of God the Father, he now possesses the "authority to execute judgment" (Jn 5:26). Jesus
does not execute judgment as merely God but as a human being, for he is also the Son of Man. He
uses his humanity, both body and soul, as his unit of measure. Because he shares our human nature,
he knows us intimately. And as the Letter to the Hebrews tells us: "He can deal gently with the :

ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness" (Heb 5:2). Therefore, his judgment
is just (Jn 5:20). So in heaven we have a powerful friend who constantly intercedes for us with the t

Father.

Just before Jesus ascended into heaven he told his apostles "that repentance and forgiveness 
\

of sins should be preached in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem" (Lk 24:47). So ':

forgiveness of sins is a most essential part of the gospel of Jesus Christ. "I believe in the forgiveness
of sins" is one of the articles of our Catholic Creed. Moreover, the Catechism of the Catholic Church \

teaches: "Our Lord tied the forgiveness of sins to faith and Baptism." The Catechism goes on to say,
"Baptism is the first and chief sacrament of forgiveness of sins because it unites us with Christ, who
died for our sins and rose for our justification, so that 'we might walk in newness of life' " :

(Catechism of the Catholic Church 977; hereafter cited as CCC). Those of you who will be baptized
today will be "freed from sin and reborn as sons (and daughters) of God" (CCC 1213). That means
all of your sins, both original sin as well as personal sins, including the remission of punishment due i

to sin. Nothing will impede your entry into the Kingdom of God-not Adam's sin, not personal sin, 
:

nor will you suffer the consequences of past sin. You will be given a new start. Yet certain temporal :

consequences of sin remain, such as suffering and death, and such limitations in human nature, e.g.
weakness of character, etc. There remains also what Church tradition has called "concupiscence"
which refers to disordered human appetites or desires. For example, if you have sometimes looked at
pornographic pictures on the internet, baptism will bring with it God's forgiveness for past
infidelities but it will not take away completely your tendency to lust. If you have aimed harsh and
critical words at your friends, the sacrament of baptism will forgive these angry outbursts but it will
not heal entirely your tendency to get angry.For this reason there is still need to struggle against sin
and the tendency to sin. After Baptism there are other sacraments which can forgive sins. There is the
sacrament of Penance, which is also called "a second Baptism." And there is the Eucharist, which can
forgive sins too. But if we have sinned seriously, the Church asks us to first receive the sacrament of
Penance before we encounter the Lord in Holy Communion. l

The sacrament of the Eucharist, along with baptism and confirmation, is also a sacrament of
initiation. Catholic Christians have not become fulI members of the Church unless they receive all
three sacraments of Christian initiation. Presently there are two ways of entering the Roman Catholic
Church completely. One way entails the receiving the three sacraments of initiation separately, over a :

period of time;. the other way calls for the reception of all three sacraments together during the same
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A seed is hidden when it is sown, but it does not remain concealed because the ground that
holds it fast causes it to open so that it may sprout forth into a plant that shall be seen by all. Jesus :

the Messiah is the Word of God given to us as a Seed or a Grain of Wheat that becomes our Bread of
Life. Jesus is the Sower who sows Himself in us, for we are the ground of His field. The seed has a
humblebeginningbutitbringsforthfruitintheabrrndanceintheend'Sorrowanduncertainty
accompany the sowing; nevertheless, there is great joy at harvest time. The same humble Son of Man
who sows in the beginning becomes the crowned Lord of the harvest in the end. \

Through the prophet Zechanah, God promised to send the King Messiah to His people not as

a proud all-conquering hero riding on a white charger, but as someone righteous and humble riding
upon an ass, and bring salvation and peace to the ends of the earth. This humble King Messiah riding
upon an ass was to bring salvation and peace to His people, not by force of arms, but through the
knowledge of God, a knowledge acquired through obedience to His will and the perfect keeping of I

His commandments. The aim of His commandments is to perfect us into being children of God
having a filial knowledge of Him and able to share His holy knowledge with others.

Jesus taught us that great things have small hidden beginnings (read the parable of the 
\

mustard seed, Luke 13:18-19). But "there is nothing hidden, except to be made manifest; nor is
anything secret, except to come to light" (MK a:22). The Omnipresent hides Himself so that we may :

seek and find Him, and having found Him reveal Him to the rest.

Joy in the Ghristian Life i

The Bible says: "Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the lands! Serve the Lord with
gladness! Come into his presence with singing!" (Psalm 100:1-2). The Bible does not say: "Make a :

dismal noise unto the Lord, allye lands. Serve the Lord with sadness. Come before his presence with
groaning." Even as Jesus entered into his Passion he still spoke of joy and how this was to be his
gift to his disciples. At the Last Supper he told them, "These things I have spoke to you, that my joy
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete" (John 15:11). He endured the horror and pain of
his death because of the "joy that was set before him" (Hebrews l2:2). :

Even though we make sacrifices during Lent God does not want us to do so with a sad face. Yes,

thereissomesoffowingivingcertainthingsup,butitoughttobea.Joy.creatingSomow,,,asSt.John
Climacus tells us. Byzantine Catholics also call Lent "The Great Fast" because they abstain from
certain foods during this period. A prayer text for the first day of Lent in the Byzantine Catholic :

Church reads, "All mortal life is but one day to those who labor with love. There are forty days in the

Fast: Let us keep them all with joy." So even when we are doing something which goes against human :

nature, we can still be happy and joyful, provided we do it for God and Mary.

When we Catholics gather together to meet the risen Lord in the Eucharist, we prepare to :

enter into the Feast of the Lamb. During the Liturgy we are transported to another time and place in
which Heaven touches earth and earth touches Heaven. Theologians call this "eschatological time"
(eschaton is Greek for the last times). The eschaton is the time of complete fulfillment where there
will be no more tears and God will be all in all. Yet even though now is not the time of complete
fulfillment, we can still taste part of heaven coming among us in the person of Jesus Christ as our .

food. As we consume this divine food, we can grow in Jesus' own love for the Father and for all
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the man who slaps you on one cheek, present the other cheek too; to the man who takes your cloak

from you, do not refuse your shirt. Give to anyone who asks you, and do not ask for your property

back from the man who robs you." Jesus is not laying down examples to be followed literally. Rather,

he is trying to make us think of how we might seek to inculcate this fundamental attitude of
enemy-love into our own lives. How might we be prepared to be vulnerable to a degree considered

foolish by the standards of the world? Moreover, the motive for this love of enemies is to love as

God loves: "You will be children of the Most High, who is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked" (Lk
6:35).

The patriarchs, the pious people and the prophets of the Old Testament are all called just. But the

New Testament also speaks of a new and higher justice (Eph4:24;6:14; Phil 1:11), which must

surpass the justice of the Pharisees (Mt 5:6). This new and higher justice is a gift from God, a gift of
which no one can boast. It is a fruit of being born from above (Jn 3:5), that is, from the grace of God.

Since God in Jesus loves us to the point of death, death on a cross, therefore, we are called to love

others with this same love. Again, we are not able to do this unless we rely upon the grace that comes

from above. Let us pray in our Liturgy today to find new ways to love those people who are not kind to
us or who treat us badly.

Orientale Lumen

In the eleventh chapter of St. Matthew's gospel we learn that Jesus' mission to the

cities and towns of Galilee has not met with success. Does this fact discourage

Jesus? No. He still finds reasons to thank God. He blesses and praises God the

Father because he has hidden the Gospel message from the wise and the learned

and revealed them to little children! Who are these wise and the learned to whom

the message of Jesus is opaque? They are the people who consider themselves

wise and learned. Their learning has made them proud; they are unable to accept

anything beyond their established narrow boundaries. It takes humility to learn

something. When we think we know everything, we cannot find a place in our
minds for that which is new. Who are the "little children" for whom the message

of the gospel finds a welcome place? By "little children" Jesus is referring to his

own disciples. Do you recall the episode in John's Gospel when the risen Jesus

appeared to the disciples on the Sea of Galilee and called them children, telling
them where to cast their nets? The disciples of Jesus did not come from the

wealthy or educated classes of Jews. Some were fishermen and one collected taxes. According to the

Gospel of John Jesus'very first companions were originally followers of John the Baptist; and only at

John's direction did they switch allegiance to Jesus. They all seem to have been very earnest people

in search of the Messiah that God had promised the Jewish people. Like little children they were open

to new and exciting things, unlike those who were teachers and thought of themselves as knowing
everything. Jesus praises God the Father for allowing these humble disciples to gain a knowledge of
the most sublime mystery of all-God hin*self. "All things were given to me by my Father, and no

one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and any to whom
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of reality, but in Jesus these words are fulfilled. Jesus is the New Temple, and in him all peoples can

worship the Father. Sometimes we become very naffow in our vision of Jesus. We think that he is only
for our Church, for our particular community. But his role embraces the whole world. He is the head of
all people, whether they acknowledge him or not. St. Paul tells Timothy that Jesus is "the Savior of all
people, especially of those who believe", and in the First Letter of John we learn that Jesus is "the

expiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world." In the past

Catholics have sometimes set up the Church as if it had no links to the rest of humankind, as if those

outside had no relation to Jesus or the Church. This makes life more comfortable. We don't have to

think about the stranger or the foreigner. We only have to think about our own. However, this line of
thinking has caused Catholics to make great errors and become guilty of great sins. Sometimes

Catholics have been silent when other races where rounded up and murdered. Sometimes Catholics

have participated in unjust wars and even genocide. Sometimes we ourselves get caught up in the

activities of our friends and don't want to be bothered with introducing a new person to the group. I am

told that during adolescence it is quite cofilmon for groups of young people to exclude others who

appear to be different. Sometime we ignore the international news because it seems so far from our

concerns. These lists of sins and omissions could go on. It just goes to show you how weak our human

nafure is. To have the more open vision of Jesus requires more grace from God and more labor and

work on our part.

Jesus is not only the head of our particular Church or group. He is the universal head of
humanity. Salvation is offered to all nations, as was already shown in the Bible by the covenant with
Noah (Gen 9:8-17). The Mission of the Church is to foster the Kingdom of God. Sometimes the

reality of this Kingdom can be found also beyond the confines of the Church, for example in the

hearts of the followers of other religious traditions, insofar as they live evangelical values and are

open to the action of the Spirit. I myself have known a Buddhist family in Taiwan for many years,

and they have been extremely loving and caring to me over the years. It is an example to me of the

way Jesus can work outsides the bounds of the Church.

Today let us ask the Lord Jesus to expand our vision of the Church-she is not only a social

institution made up of particular members but mystically she comprises the whole of mankind from
beginning to end. So, try this week to be friendly to someone you may have avoided in the past or not

"lr.l_.0.,,]" 
this way you will extend your vision of the Church and of Jesus too.

M The Good Shepherd and Human Evil

The gospel today is very short, but filled with good things to think about. It is from the tenth
chapter of John's gospel in which Jesus says that he is the good shepherd. That means that Jesus is
just like God, for the Old Testament tells us that God is like a good shepherd (Is 40:11). A good
shepherd gives the sheep what they need (food and water) and also protects them from dangers,
especially from thieves and rustlers who would try to steal them. Now let us go through the words of
today's gospel sentence by sentence and try to understand each phrase.
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Jesus also tells us that we cannot serve two Lords, God and money. That doesn't mean that we
should have no concern about money, but it should not be the first thing we desire. God should be
first in our lives. We should love him with all our hearts, with all our souls and with all our strength.
Jesus also tells us that we should not be fearful or anxious about the material things in life-what we
should eat or what we should wear. Think of the birds: they don't work at all nor do they have any
place to store their wealth, and yet God takes care of them. Think of the flowers: they don't work
either; and yet they look so beautiful. God knows all about what we need. He wants us to put our trust
in him and desire to live with him forever. Then he will make sure that we have all the other things
we need. So let us in our Mass today ask God the Holy Trinity to help us love him, Fatheq Son and
Holy Spirit with all our hearts and minds and treat others as we treat ourselves.

Fourth Sunday of Easter, May 2,2004

The Last Spiritual Exercise

Sometimes, we feel that God does not reply to our prayers. Can we
understand why? In John 9:31 we know that God does not hear sinners, but that
if someone is devout and obeys HIS will, He listens to him.

What does "devout" and "obey HIS will" mean? 1 John 3: 22-23 reads,
"and that we will receive at HIS hands whatever we ask." Why? Because we
are keeping his commandments and doing what is pleasing in HIS sight.

His commandment is this: we are to believe in the name of His Son, Jesus

Christ, and we are to love one another as he commanded us.

We need to satisfy these two criteria: the faith and love, then God will reply to our prayers.
John put faith and love together, because faith has to build up and grow on the basis of love. Therefore,
we need to love one another, and God will hear our prayer. For example, if we saw anyone's
misbehavior, we are responsible to help him or her to correct it.

Certainly, all the grace comes from God, but we need to take action too. We need to reach out
our hands to those who need help; if we only pray, it won't work because God sometimes relies upon
us to answer our own prayers.

May 10,2004

Let Us Pray .

Let us pray in our Mass today for the grace to love Jesus with our whole hearts and souls, and
to love other people with the love with which we love ourselves. And let us pray for all of us who
belong to the Body of Jesus, that we may grow in loving one another so that one day we will be
completely and perfectly one, and completely and perfectly happy. And let us pray for all the peoples
of the world who do not yet believe in Jesus. Let us pray that somehow they too will become one
with us.

Sixth Sunday of Easter, I|i/lay 16,2004
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r,Tsffi$lAffiffimml3s , ffi&xffiffi,ftg{ffi8s "
&{ffi&!4ffiffir,ffifrs , m;,&,f&{ffiffiffi&frs "

iffiffi&SAffiffimffi*S , m&{&{f5K7$tffit}& "
&I1,i6ffi #&tAffiffi mffi $5, W;,,*{tg{f5ffi{*6&6X "
{$iffi^e$4ffiffimffififr , ffi&{&{tr5mm,ffi,rm "

&'ffi iffi i$$lAffi ffi f,ffi $8, m;,,%{&ffT&ffi ,mXX .
*ffiHfril+frl^EHfrE8!, ffi ih{&{r:EfiEhn*fr!5k "

&ffi mffi i-89 frSAffi ffi irffi &S' mffi Xffi ffi {e{P5 ES " : (I.BE€rnl?1i :3- 1 0)

"Blessed are the pnor in spirit, for theins is the kingdon: of l"leaven.
Blcssed are those who nreurn, for they urill he eomforteej"

Elessed are the rneek, fon they will inherit the earth"
Blessed ane tf'rose who hunger and thirst fnr rightenusne$$, for they lvili be filled

Blessed are the rnereiful, f*r they will receive nnency"

Elessed are the pl;re in heart, for they wiiN see Gnd.
Blessed are the peaeenrakers, for tfiey will be called ehildren of God"

Elessed are those who are pens*ci"rted for righteousness'$ake,
fCIr theirs is the kingdon"r nf h&arr'eri." {Matthew 5:3-'n0}
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CCCSJ. SJCCC .MPCCC

Chinese Catholic Community at St. Joseph Church (www.cccsj.org)

San Jose Chinese Catholic Community (www.sjccc.org)

Mid Peninsula Chinese Catholic Community (www.mpccc. com)
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