Febrary 12, 2004

His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Failh
Piazza del S. Uffizio 11

00193 Rome, Italy

Your Eminence:

In accord with the Charrer for the Proection of Children and Youth and The
Essential Norms which arc in effect in (he United States, | amreferring several cases {or
your consideration. I takc very seriously the p oblc of sexual abuse of minors by clergy
and the ensuing public outery over past inaction by church offcnals The demand for
Justice is one that receives a {avorable hearing from me. :

However, I also beicve firmly (hat some sitvations call for justice tempered by
mercy. I have reviewed carelully all of cases uf alleged scxual abuse'ofEminors by clergy.
We are in the methodical process of preparing all such cases for referralito the
Congregation. In the coursc of that review, | have come (o the conclusion that some
clerics, even though we arc convinced about the substance of the allegations and even
though, in some cases, the cleric hias confessedZshould not be imposed with canonical

penaltics.

1 am sending in this mailing the cases of those pricsts whose life situations are
such that a canonical penal trial or an administrative dismissal would be unreasonable.
They are eitherrof Such advanced age or fragile health that such actions could be
tantamountio 2 death Senicnce. Therefore, in cach case | am asking that the priest be
permitted to live ouf whalever may remain of his life in prayer and penance. The
elements of such a life will be designed along the prolocols presently being prepared by
the Confe[ence of Bishops. In all cases, there would be no public ministry permitted and
the priest wouid not prescnt himself publicly as a priest by title or attire.

determine that an altemmc action be tdken, I stan¢ 1cady ™ accede to your wishes.

With sentiments o1 ¢csteem, I am,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

' -»—-7
+ { L,(,ub . %
Most Reverend Timothy M. Dofan
Archbishop of Milwaukee
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