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February 12, 2004
His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
Piazza del S.Uffizio 11
00193 Rome, Italy
Your Eminence:
In accord with the Charier for the Protection ofi 'hildren and Youth and The
Essential Norms which are in effect in the United States, 1 anrreferring several cases for
your consideration. I take very seriously the problem of sexual abuse of minors by clergy
and the ensuing public outcry over past inaction by church officials. The demand for
justice is one that receives a favorable hearing from me.
'"
However, I also believe firmly that some situations call for justice tempered by
mercy. I have reviewed carefully all of cases of alleged sexual abuse;o£minors by clergy.
We are in the methodical process of preparing all such cases for referral;to the
Congregation. In the course of that review, 1 have come to the conclusion that some
clerics, even though we are convinced about the. substance of the allegations and even
though, in some cases, the cleric has confessedgshould not be imposed with canonical
penalties.
I am sending in this mailing the cases of those priests whose life situations are
such that a canonical penal trial or an administrative dismissal would be unreasonable.
They are eithej?oTsuch advanced age or fragile health that such actions could be
tantamount^) a death sentence. Therefore, in each case 1 am asking that the priest be
permitted to live out whatever may remain oNii's life in prayer and penance. The
elements of such a life will be designed along the protocols presently being prepared by
the Conference of Bishops. In all cases, there would be no public ministry permitted and
the priest would not present himself publicly as a priest by title or attire.
Thank yqjjfoxyour consideration of these requests. Should Your Eminence
determine that an alternate action be taken, I stand ready to accede to your wishes.
With sentiments of esteem, I am,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

CQJ7^_
Most Reverend Timothy M. Dolan
Archbishop of Milwaukee
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