Brothers seek
solutions after
molestations

%or three brothers whe
were molested by the
== Same priest, healing is
takmg a lifetime.
Maybe it’s all the vears that
have passed since the Burke

brothers were young and pow-

erless to a priest’s advances.

Or; maybe it’s their love of the

church, But they are not mtez-
ested in
vengeance.

They
want
change.

Al Burke
willbe 70
soon, but he
carries
around a
memory of

something
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The Burke brothers, from left, Al, Ed and Eugene, all have come forward to say they were
sexually abused by the same priest in the 1340s in DeWitt, lowa. Although not interested

7 years old.

“It was a one-time deal,” he
said. “I thought I was the only
one it ever happened to.”

It would be many years
before Al’s brother; Ed, would
confide that he, too, had beena
sexual victim of the same
priest from a parish in DeWitt,
Towa. When news broke of a
sex scandal in the:Catholic
Church in Boston last year, Ed
worked up the courage to
approach their other brother,
Eugene. '

“He simply said, ‘Yes,” ” Al

. said. “He’s been living with it

for years.”

Now that they knew, the
brothers wanted to do some-
thing. They wanted fo change

‘things in the churchi so that

people who needed help could
get it. They wanted to protect
other children from the same
dark, painful memories that
have been nagging at them for
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in criticizing the church, they want leaders to make priests be accountable for their actions.

'LETTER TO THE EDITBR: THE BURKE FAMILY

Editor’s note: This letter to
the editor was submitted to both
the Catholic Messenger and the
Quad-City Times. It was pub-
lished Thursday in the Catholzc
Messenger

Following the recent lawsuits

filed against the Davenport dio-
cese by Donald J. Green, Steven
Davis, James Wells and the

_ three John Does, my brothers,

sister and I wish to stand in
unity with these brave young
men. A generation before we
also experienced abusebya
priest from this diocese. At one

- time this priest was assigned

as an associate pastor at St.
Joseph Parish in DeWitt. Need-
less to say he is now dead but
there may be others who could
stand in \/-\H’v with 3.

We speak not to condemn the
present church leadership but
rather to encourage the laity to
hold our bishops accountable
for the injuries inflicted on so
many of our children, who are
more important than any
church property or asset. Asan
example we praise Bishop
Robert E. Mulvey of Rhode
Island, who personaily met
with the abused and listened to
their horrific stories. He set-
tled 23 of 25 lawsuits without
going to court. Other hishops
would do well to follow his
example and his charity.

This problem is not isolated
to the Roman Catholic Church.
It is in many different societies
that serve our youth. May we

all pray for our youth leaders.
In closing may we swygest

that we follow the fine example
of our Jewish neighhors who
remind us every year of the
Holocaust by sayving, “Never
Again!” We suggest there be a
World Wide Day of Prayer
against every type of abuse
and possibly it could always be
onthe anniversary day that we
became aware of this horren-
dous act it Boston.

— Cleo Bdward Burke
Avondale, Pa.

— Al Burke
LeClaire, fowa

— Helen Burke
DeWitt, Iowa

—_ Eugene Burke .

- wwTTr W




Continued from Page

was wrong,

 able and doe
| fashion.

them for it. T w

so many decades
Ed found some
an unlikely place. H et
ter, not to the bishop of
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He took his discl
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lize, of course, that sexual mis-
nduct is a problem that

reaches far beyond the Catholic

oy wanted to plead with

- Catholic leaders to make certain

priests be held accountable

for their actions and that chil-

“above anything else, be
' T

not speak io the fam-
, his response was

- just below the letter signed
the Burke family

n it; he said it has been his
actice and desire” to meet

jisclose an incident of sexual
c‘enduct within the diocese.

eet with the Burkes.

of submitting questions
ing hefore an interview,
Fx‘anklms secretary called to

_say he would not be available. He

ol respond to my questions
handling of the Burke
closure in a written state-

rder to protect the just
ey xpectatmns of the peo-
: . we have met, I
nd to your ques-

i lelduals ” the

individuals, but also for anyone
who has come to the Diocese :
with a report of sexual abuse by
a priest, our policy of confiden- @
tiality must be honored. _
“If 1 begin discussing any one
individual’s dealings with the
Diocese of Davenport, others
may question my confidentiality
and fear disclosure of their s1tu ‘
ations.” _
The bishop is to be admired for -
his commiiment fo protecting
his parishioners’ privacy. But
the Burke brothers have made
their disclosure public. They are
not asking for anonymity. - :
“It is not easy for some of
these individuals to come for-
ward and I respect them for it,”
Franklin wrote. “I want to be
sure Idonothingtocreateachill-
ing effect on reporting.” ,
But, for those doing the report-
ing, the lack of action is leaving
them cold. They not only have
their memories to contend with, -
but must also accept they are
still powerless. _
They have less power thana 7- -
year-old has for holding onto a
single moment for 63 years.

“I will never lie on the grass
without a shirt again,” Al said.
“And my brother wouldn’t let his
sons go out for wrestling because
hecan’tstandtoseeamanona.
man.

“That’s his scar.”

Batrb Ickes can be contacted at
(563) 383-2316 or bickes@qctimes.com.

“too, have the desire to ensure

that the future of this Diocese
reflects the standards set forth
by the United States Bishops in

- 2002.”

In keeping with current

" diocesan and Church standards

and policies, my door is open for
pastoral care for these individu-
als. We encourage and hope peo-

- ple come to us for pastoral care

- and are anxious to welcome

- them to visit with us. Our poli-

" cies, Web site and Protecting

- God’s Children program invite
- that as well. Every effort will be
. taken to ensure that these con-

this Diocese. That
tinties to be my practice. I,

‘tacts, which are made in confi-

dence, remain confidential: It is

" my fervent desire to help bring

healing to anyone in need.
— Bishop William E.
Franklin




