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Clergy included on John Jay 
Commission list with 
unsubstantiated claims 

Iv,. IUlI1' di.clt",'fI d>l.'wl'ell' 01/ tI/(~, page':> 
rll(' I/allll'> of29 of ti,e 33 prie.t. 01/ rll<' li,1 
provided Iv til(' 101m la)' Commh.WIl i" 
200../ /»' tile arrlldiv.-C>I.!. I ~'c 11/11\' beeH alJlc 
la del('rmillc IIJaIIIIO,., 29 pri(',b IJad 
~u/x;ralltialcd daim~ a,scrlrd asaill~llhnn 
af ,cxuallr abu)j,'S a m;""" IV" ha .... "ul 
delmlliJll'<i Ihal tilt' otl"'r faUT prit':>!> had 
SUr",lUllliUled rlaim. aSa;mlliw/II af 
><,x,U/II)" ab'I.>;,t~ a mi'lOr. /0, fort, .. ,' "WI' 

u/labl<' lu writ)' au)' ria;",;" nov ufrll<' four 
ca><',. /I.','\'('((lId'':»,;1I d"fi'ft'llce to a flx elll 
orrit'r (rom II", Ram,er COUHt)" m~trirt 
Court. we aft' IblillS Ihe,e (our priClb 
,<'parald), a/ r(~h/ willi (urll"'r CXplallatiall 
w, <"Ocll. 
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What is the 'Charter for 
the Protection of Children 
and Young People'? 

III lIis Nov. 7 mlllllm ill Tilt' Cathvlic Spirit, 
Arcllbi~lwp 101m ,viens/t'dt irielllif/f'd (ul(illmf'1I1 
ur 1111.' f lU/rll'r (IS (/ fop priurity uf /II/' flrc/IiIiOCt'SI.'. 

He/ow (Ire answers Iu some wmmull '/IIt'StiOIlS 
regardillg lilt' dmrta's .~C{){n' (1m/ pravisi/JIIS. 

Q. What is the "Cha rter for the Pro tectio n 
of C hild ren and Vo u n g Peop le"? 

A. The charter is J corn prchensive set of 
procedures esta.blishl'CI by the U.S. Conference 
of Calho!i\; Bishops in June 2002 for addressing 
allegations of scxu,il abuse of minors by 
Cllholic clergy. The charter includes guidelines 
for nxonciliation, healing, accountability and 
prevention of further acts of abuse. [t dirccts 
action in all the following matters: 
• Creating a safe environment for !;hildren 
and young people; 
• Healing and re<:on<:iliation of vi<:tinl5 ;;tnd 
survivor~; 

• Maki ng prompt and effe<:tive re~ponses 10 
allegations; 
• Coopl: ra ting with civil author it ies; 
• Dhdpl in ing ofkndl:r~; and 
• I' ruviding for mcans of accountabil ity fo r 
the future to ensure the problem cont inue~ to 
be effe<:tively dealt with through the 
5e<:retaria t of Child and Youth Protection and 
t he National Review Board. 

Q. Whl:rt: can I read it? 

A. The charter is available for download from 
the USCCIl Seol:tariat o f Child and Youth 
Protcction website (www.us<:dJ.org/ocyp). 

Q. How d oes Ule c harter d efi n e a ~ min or" ? 

A. In both civil and canon law, a minor is 
anyone under the age o f 18. Until 1994, 
under canon law, a minor was considered any 
per~on under the age of 16. I n I \194, <:anon 
lilW was cha ngl:d for dioceses of the USCCIl so 
t hat anyone under the age of 18 was 
<:onsidered 10 be a minor. In 2001, it changed 
fo r the universal ChuKh. Also covered under 
the ch artl:T h all}'One o w r the agl: of 18 who 

habituallr lacks the use of reason and 
thnd o TI: is consilkred L"quivaknt to a minOT. 

Q. W h a t if tht: abust: occurred p r io r 10 th e 
enactm ent o f the ch arter ? 

A. Any act of se.x ual abuse of a minor which 
oc<:uTfed prior to the <:harter being 
implemented but is brought forwa rd now, will 
be comid ered relevan t and ~ubject to the 
charter. Thl: charter pl:rtains to acts of abu~c in 
the past, present and future . 

Q. How is complia n ce w ilh the char ter 
m o nito red ? 

A. [n June 2003, the Office (now Secretariat) 
of Child and Youth Protection began an audit 
process of all dioceses throughout the Uni ted 
S tJle~. Thl: audit is used to determine if the 
diocese is implementing tile practices required 
by the charter. All II Ann ual Report 011 the 
Implemen tation of the Charter" is prepared 
by the Secretari~t of Ch ild Jnd Youth 
Protection. 

Suurce: U.S. CU/I(erwcf> u(Cllliwlic Bishups 
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~-Q&A On the disclosure of names------, 
Quc.5fiom UililllllSWtTS Wf1l' (Kolided 
by Ihl' Arrhdiocese 0rs/. PI/lIll1l11l 
W'mropolis. 

Q . Why a", you choosing to 
disclose th~ n~mcs of off~"'.ling 
priests now? 

A. Appropriate tli.lClosu", is 
critically ImpOTtant if "'C are to do all 
t hat we can to keep children :;afe. help 
victims of abuse heal. and regain u,., 
trust and confidence of our 
communities. We believe this i~an 
eisential $tep in regaining tru .. t and 
confidence. Thisdecision on dilelosure 
" ill take U$ to a new level of 
accountability and - m()$t 
im portantly - we believe 1hl>S<' altion~ 
will further serve Our primary ),'001 of 
protecting minors. 

Q . Will the n~mes be postal 
online? If so, wherl.'? 

A. Yes. Infurmation about derxy 
members who have credible d ai msof 
$CJ(ual abu$C of a minor that have bci:n 
su bswntiatt'!l will lie JlUSted on our 
website at www.ardispm.org. Right at 
t he top of our home page. you'll 5Ce an 
iron that :;a)'.' "Advocacy and Victim 
Assistance." a page on our wrosit~ that 
we have had for many ycars. In this 
section of our wem;te, we have added 
dCCl'SS tu a n~'w JMge calk'!l "DiIClusures 
Regarding Clergy Sexual l\ buse of 
Minors." 

Q. You initially :;aid you w{)t, ld 
o nl y disclose the names of 1i\~ng 
priesb cu=nlly ""'iding in the 
archdiocese. Why did y{)t, dcdd e to 
ex pand your di le lmurc by including 
the nameo; of the d~'Ceasc<l pne.t. a , 
well as l.ri",1S li\~ng ou tsid e Ihe 
a rch d iocese? 

A. Conshlenl "ith the paramount 

wanted to ensure th"t our initialive 
noW to rele= the n"meS and related 
information was not in violation of 
Ihat order. 

In addition, we were concerned 
about the release of the entire list 
bc<;au$C we were able to determine that 
only 29 of the priests lilted in 2(X)4 

had m~lible daims asserted againsl 
them of se:noally abusing a mi nor that 
could be substantiated. We havc not 
determined thai the other four priests 
had substantiated claims against them 
of $Cxually abusing a minor. In fact. we 
Were unable tu ''l'Tify anydaim in two 
of the four Q>e'i.. 

Q. Wh~t i. Ihe lliffL>rence 
between a "credibl e" claim a nd one 
that is "subsfantiall'!l ?" 

A. As :;oon as the archdoo$C is 
made aware of an a11~tion of :;exual 
abuse of a minur. avvrupriate 
archdiocesan staff promptly takes two 
$teps. First, the a1legalion is reported to 
1m, polk\' or other authurilil'S. as 
appropriate. so that theyQn make 
whatever cva.lwtion or in"""tigation 
Ihl')' deem appropriate. Sem nd, the 
archdiocese init~1tes its own Internal 
cvalwtion of thc allegation. 

The fm;1 Itep in this internal 
evaluation is tu determine whether the 
claim is "credib le." A "credible claim" 
1$ one that i$ "not manifestly false or 
frivolous. " If the archdiUC\'SC 
det~rmines that a credible claim exl5ts. 
the ardidiocesc open~ an in\'C5tig~tion 
lu det~'T1Iline whether a claim is 
·slobstantiated." A "substantiated 
claim" is o nc for which :;ufficient 
evidence exists 10 establish reasonable 
grounds tu belil'w that the a1leget1 
abuse occurred. 

Neither a credil~e accu:;ation nor a 
substantiatl'!l daim is a mndusion or 
presum ption of guilt. Rath~r. if a 

abuse of a minor by a memher of the 
dL"XY. the an:hdi<X1'Se will shal'\' tlwt 
Information with the public by Issu ing 
an<.l posting a press release. If a credible 
daim is detenninet110 lie 
SUbstantiated, whether from th~ review 
of clc'b'Y files by outside cxpens or 
olhen,ise, we will provide Ihal 
irdunnatiun un the disclosure s.t'ltion 
ofourwcbsite. 

Q. Are t hese Imests being 
S\lpport~'(\ financ ially or in othcr 
way" h y Ihe archllion'Sd When: 
uoes Ihls mO!1LToonoc from ? 

A. All priests are legaUy entitlet1 tu 
receive pension benefllS that haw bci:n 
accmcd. Financia1 5upport vari es 
depemling un Ihe individual 
circumstance. The archd~ 11.15 an 
obligation in Church law 10 cn:;urc 
that no pril.'$t is left <htilute. AU of the 
living poiests who have not been 
laicized arc receiving their pension and 
retirement healthcare. 1\"0 oflhe men 
are ""--riving a Sdlary iUld housing 
allowance. l'ension and retirement 
health care paymenh are paid from the 
pension trust, and salary iUld hOUSing 
allowances are paid lrom the 
archdiocese opeJ;lting account. 

Q. Haw auy of these !IIcn been 
permanently rcmovet1 from the 
pri15lhoo<l (Iaicize<l)~ 

A. A fewof thell' men have bci:n 
laicized None 01 these men is allowed 
to cxerdsc ministry. When the 
"Charter for the Protection of Children 
iUld Young People" was promulgated 
In 2002, the decision was made to 
imfQSe severe res\liClion ~ and mo nitor 
th"'" offending priesls rdther than seek 
laicizatio n - removal from the 
priesthood allOgeth cr - based on a 
desire by the an:hdiocese 10 0\'Crse<! 
th"", mCn versus plad~ them outside 

:;upport grouJ>$. and, where 
appropriate, attend au:ountability 
groups regarding particular addictions 
an<.llor issues. 

The archdiocesan monitoring 
progrilm was ucatet1 iUld has ~n 
implemented 10 contribute toward the 
creation of :;afer environments. 
Appropriate a<;CQUntability and 
munituring uf priests who haw a 
h istory of $Cxual misconduct helJ>$ 
CI1sure prell'nt and future health 
tuward the gool ufpreventing future 
sexual miscon<.luct and :;afer 
environments. 

Q. Wha t 1$ th e Ih""'hulll for 
n.'tlto\ing a priest from acth 'c 
min istry? 

A. If the archdiocese receivl.'$ a 
credible claim of $Cxual abu$C of a 
minor. a priesl "ill he removed from 
acliw mi nistry. These teStrictiofis stay 
in place until an in"""tigation 
determines whether or not Ihe claim is 
subslanliatet1. If a claim is detenninet1 
10 be substantiated. he "ill remain 
re:;tricted until any criminal or 
canunical proceedings are m ncludt'!l. 

Q. What should a pcrson <lo if he 
or she =ogniz15 a name on Ihe Iht 
und has conc~",S abuut furthL>J' rhks 
the man mar pose? 

A. Any amcerns shoukl be 
con\'e}'l'!l to the proper civil 
authorities, such as the local police. In 
addition, he or she is encoura),'eti to 
nutify Gn.1a Sawycr, Ihe ardllliucese's 
Victim Assistance Coordinator at (6 51) 
291_4497. 

Q. Can lm",ts with ,ubst~nliatl'll 
dalms o f sexual abuse o f a minor 
against t hcm en'" be put back into 
~cli \'e min i. I'1·? 
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Kool ul pruted.ing child",n, th~ 
archdiocese is induding th~ names of 
clcrgy membe~ from other di~ or 
rdigiUIJs ordL>JS whu at one time 
worked in the archdiocl.'se and were 
acuI>Cd of engaging in :;cxual abu:;c of 
minu~ in our a..:hdiULl...,;(', to th~ 
extent "1: h.wc reliable and sufflCicnl 
infomution to determine whether the 
claim i, credihle and ha, been 
substantiated. 

The archdiocese is di>elosing 
information about priests of our 
archdioce5l' who are Uving out,ide 01 
the archdiULl...,;(' lor tm, ",me reJl<m. 
We believe it may aid in protooi ng 
children in other dio<:= where the51' 
priests live. We also believe that it is 
appropriate todi>elose inlomtation 
regarding the dccca>Cd priests bc<:aUIC 

doing so nwy hell' the h~aling proc.1S 
for some victims. 

Q. Why ,,"a<i p<.-rmk<ion ""luirru 
from the court lu re lei1Se Ihe names? 

A. There h.n been a prolective 
unk..,. in pia<..., in Ramsey County 
District O:>url since 2C09 related 10 a 
li'l of 33 priests provided by the 
"",hdiocese 10 Ih~ JuhnJay 
Commission in 20)4. That list was 
u>Cd to oompilc a nationwide 
sumnwry ul "credibk" dairosol cli."TXY 
abuse of mioors. The courl order to 
SCJ.lthis list applied to all parties, 
induding: the archd~. Oul of 
"";1,,-",-1 and dderence tu the court, we 

CfLxltbk claim is .ubstantiaIL'd, this 
finding iniliales a canonical pmcess in 
order 10 Tl'SOlve the claim. 

All credible daims are thoroughly 
investigated by the archdioce5l' and all 
alk-Xaliuns 01 sexual abu", 01 a minur 
are reported to dvil authorities in 
accordana: with applicable law, prior 
tu the dl1ermination ul Ihe appliealde 
canonical prOCbS. 

Q. h th;,; Ihe c.xIL>Jlt ufthe 
disclosure of names? Is it possible 
mOfl! names could be addcd after th e 
n. ... ' iew of d"~r fill'S? 

A. The51' disclosures arc intended 
tu be u"b'Uin;:. We arc Utrrcntly 
engaged in a oomprehemive review of 
cI"'1'Y r,les and the li,t will be updated 
as ,,,.klitional i1nnUlJncements are 
made. These di>elosure practices may 
evolve in the future as we progress. 
induding recommendatiuns lhal may 
be made by Ihe independent talk force 
or through the rl"\~ew of our elCf!,'Y 
files by an outside firm. II the arch, 
diocese learns of additiunal credible 
claims that are subst antiated. whether 
from the review of the dergy files from 
uutside experts or utheIWise, the 
disclosures witt be updated on OUr 
website. 

Q. 1Iow ofte n will additio nal 
name:< be di,.closed ~ 

A. Whene ... .,r the archdiocese 
learns of additional cn.-dilde claims of 

of the Church and unsupervi>Cd as lay 
citizens who would have no 
Tl'Strictions. This was an earnest effort 
10 be responsible. 

For some of the men. the dcdsion 10 
ICqHesler them by removing them 
from att minislry. monitoring Iheir 
behavior and ensuring they arc livi ng: 
li~ nf prayer and penance was 
a1'1'1"UIled by the Holy See 115 an 
appropriate response to their abUSive 
behavior. 

Q. 1Iow arc the m en who have 
been "",,","cd from min;';t1}'. hut 
whu u", slilipricsts, bL~nlo: 
monitorcd ~ 

A. The archdiocese currently ha'i a 
program by which priests who have 
oonunitted sexual m",,"nduct are 
monitored by a professional who 
worls lor the archdiocese. The 
Promoter of ).,·linhteriai Standards 
(roMS) creates and U\"erseel an 
individual mon itoring plan lor each 
priest and rows regularly"ith these 
priests tu hell' emure a<.UJUntalJility 
and health. Each year, a new plan is 
developed ,,~\h the .,'001 of 
maintaininlo: i1nd ensuring appropriate 
beh.wior and boundaries. a healthy 
lifestyle and spiritual life. and 
account.:lbility. Among olher things, 
priests on the roonitoring: plan may oc 
required to do the following; attend 
counseling ~ions, roeet regularly 
wilh" spiritual diTK1or, attend priest 

• No priest who has scxually 
ahtL~ a minor can ","er return to 
acliw ministry. The determinatiun by 
the review board that the daim is 
,nln;tantiated i, a \"<!ry serious roatter. 
Ultimal~ly Ih""llh, a I1nal 
determination is made Ihrough a 
criminal or canonical proccs. •. If not 
enuu)lh evidence is pr=>Jltl-d tu 
supporl an accusation. the priest may 
return 10 acti ... e ministry. 

Q. How muc h ha, the 
an.·hLliun"SC paid 10 \ictims to St.1t1e 
ci\'it claims rclaHld 10 d e!),'y sexual 
ahusc of minors? How have Ihose 
St.1tl ~me"ts bt",,, fuudl"ll? 

A. Since July 1. 2002, the 
archdi<:>a:se has paid oul 
aJIPruxinwl~ly S68U,(XJ() 10 vil1ims. 
Additional amounts wcre paid to these 
victims by our insurance carric~. We 
wiU diSClose thl":\<' i1mounts once we 
obtain such infomtation from the 
carriefl;. 

Q. Ho,," man r Indh1duals haw 
ci\il suits pending again.1 the 
archdiucl"SC regarding ",xual abu.", 
ofa mhtor? 

A. Currently, there arc 14 lawsuits 
involving: l3 daimants alleging that 
Ihey were sexually abused as a minor 
by a member 01 the dergy who. at one 
time, had an assignment wilhin our 
archdiocese. 
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