wounseiors Now at DuBours =

After Two Teachers Arrested =

Catholic Family Services
counselors were sent Oct. 31 to
‘Bishop DuBourg High School
after last week’s arrest of two

teachers — a priest and lay- .
man — for alleged deviate sex- i
involving a

ual assault
16-year-old male student.

_Archdiocesan ‘officials ex.

pressed shock over the allega-
tions and moved quickly to
help those persons involved
along with students and staff
at DuBourg. - - )
The priest, Father James A.
Funke, 38, a biology téacher at
DuBourg for seven years, was

accused of sexually assaulting .

a2 DuBourg student -earlier

this month at the rectory of St. -

Bernadette Parish in 'Lemay,j “-.may be I_’i}e_d_, ppli_ce said.

where he serves as part-time
associate pastor. Father Funke
was arrested Oct. 29. He was

later released on $25,000 bond.

Jerome B. Robben, 44, a his-

tory teacher at the high school
for seven years, was charged -
in warrants issued in St. Louis .-
County Circuit Court. He has
‘also been released on bond.::

Both teachers have been sus-

nded pending disposition of
o r kel .~ ©:-‘allegations of sexual abuse at

St. Louis County Police said .. | DuBourg.

-a large quantity of porno-
‘graphic material was'seized at -
Robben’s home and from"

Father Funke’'s room at the .
rectory of St. Bernadette. Asa- ,
*“ sald. “Our second concern was -

See DUBOURG, Page 8% .

the case.

result, additional charges

£

"

Authorities said the suspecfs
have admitted -the offensé.

~ They were arrested after anin-

vestigation by St. Louis Coun-

-ty and St. Louis City Police;
was

The " investigation
prompted by a call on the
child-abuse hotline Oct. 28,-*"

Archbishop John L. May -

says in his column on Page 4 in

‘the St. Louis Review this week

that he was ‘‘shocked’’ by the

““‘Our first response was to -

been offered whatever help we .

the youth allegedly victimized . -
“and to his family who have

can provide,”’ Archbishop May
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fgr the DuBourg commumty 2

. They are weathering this
suffermg very well.”

_-Archbxshop May said the
archdiocese is cooperatmg
with authorities, hoping that
»“truth and justice will prevail
for the accused faculty mem-.
bers. We will try to help there,:

,t60. This is a heavy sorrow for
'all our Catholic community
and we must face it together
w1th the charity of Christ.”

‘Ina statement issued short— '

after the teachers were ar-
ested Auxiliary Bishop Ed-

ard J.°0O'Donnell said the : -

‘chidiocese began fo assist.

Sheerned families within 24

Hours of learning a.bout the

allegations.
£-54 ke the rest of the commu-

nity, the Catholic Church of St. .

Louis is deeply concerned
about any allegations of child
abuse, especially when people

holdmg positions of trust-are -

accused,” B1shop o Donnell
Saxd

‘=Sister Mary Ann. Eckhoff ;

SSND, superintendent of Cath-
olic schools, said the incident
has caused a ‘‘great deal of
pain for the DuBourg commu-
nity’’ She said the Catholic
School Office will help those
persons who need more
counsellmg
Sister Mary Ann said teach-
. ers’'met Monday in-“small
groups to discuss the incident.
In addition students met with
their advisors on Tuesday. “‘If
we need to do something fur-
ther, we will do it,”’ she said.

-- Father Mark C. Ullrich, ad-
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ministrator of Catholic Family
Services, said two counselors
were sent to DuBourg last Fri-

day and he joined them later in
the day. Another counselor was

sent to St. Bernadette Parish

School to provide assistance
with children there and con-
cerned parishioners.

Father Ullrich said the coun-
selors at DuBourg will be
available to talk with any ‘stu-
dent or faculty member ‘“who
needs to work through and un-
derstand the whole crisis.! The
counselors would also be avail-

able to talk about the situation - -

to larger groups at the school.
' Father Ullrich said the coun-

selors will try to help the stu--

dents understand that what al-

legedly happened was definite--

ly wrong. ‘“There is no way

that we can condone it, but .
we've got to accept the fact
that 1t happened,” he said. .

Fa.ther Ullrich said the coun-
selors are at the school tohelp

the victims as‘well as those..

students who had heard of any
incidents.- ““Maybe a_best
friend of one of the victims
heard about it and is strug-
gling with it. We want to be

‘able to help them, too0.”

' If additional incidents are

- reported, Father Ullrich said

those persons will be put in
touch with police authorities.

Counselors are also avail-
able to talk to parents, he said.

" “The main thing we want todo.

is to have the parents talk it

through with their chﬂdren =

he said.

- Floyd-Hacker, principal at
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DuBourg. said Oct 31 in a.nin-
terview with the Review, that
the school is getting back to
normal. ““It hasn't been a fun
two days,” _he said. .

_Hacker descrlbed Robben
and Father :Funke -as dedi-
cated teachers who were very
active at the school. He said
Father Funke helped coach the
football feam. ‘Robben, he
said, was involved with the
congressional award progr am
in his classes. -

“We're gomg "t'o do ’every-

. thing we can to try to help the
students and faculty deal w1th .

this situation as best we can,
he said. **We want 1o helP in

- any way we can.’”

He said they have had a few
“‘crackpot’’ callers. ‘A couple
of people called to gloat over

..this,” he said. Also, he added, .
some of the students had re-

ported that their friends in oth-

‘er schools had called and -

made derogatory comments :

- about DuBourg.

However, Hacker sald the -
majority of the calls had come

in from parents, frierds and -

other school officials who were -

supportive. “‘All in all in the
midst of this terrible -thing

‘there have been some reward- -

ing aspects,” he said. “‘We’'ve
had a lot of people call and tell
us about the trem_endous
amount of good we've done in
the community.’’ s
Father Funke was ordamed
in May 1974. He taught at Mer-
cy High School before teaching

at DuBourg. He has served as -

part-time associate pastor at-
St. Bernadette smce May 1983.
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