52Pages () - ee Copyright1987 25




efinitely been

thus removing
pther slayings.
n’s car about
ked by a bank
niles south of

INGS, Pages =

- ..{émeé 1. Miller, 28, an assembly-

_and Golf niﬂdels to West G Ger-
- many, the company said Friday.

i kmd of dabressmg, sasd_':"

ker from O'Fallon, on his |
n .-_-"‘Everyboziy_ =

Abeut 2, 199 hourly workers and
ers wul Iosg .

a:‘:w:.-i




Priest
From paée one -
T've dome.”

The victims were students and for--

mer students of DuBourg, in south St.
Lonis, Some of the incidenis took
place at Funke's reciory at St. Berna-
dette Church in Lemay. T
Jerome B. Robben, 45, another for-
mer DuBourg teacher, was arrested
with Funke in October 1985. He is
serving a six-year prison term for in-
volvement with the same victims.
Robben pleaded guilty on counts of
sodomy and deviate sexual assault
and on 17 counis of promoting child

pornography. St. Louis Circuil Judge,

Thomas W. Challis said he would re-
view Rebben'’s senfence next week
and nsider releasing him from pris-
granting him probation.

But Funke will do his t:me, Corri-
gan said. :

“I think you are very fortunate that
the state has more mercy than I do,”
Corrigan told Funke :

the years of rﬁpec%; he had emoyed

~in the community as a teacher and
 priest. He accused Funke of targeting

. slow students who were too scared or

ignorant to resist his advances.

Corrigan and Al Johnson, the pros-
ecutor in the ecase, both said that if

Funke had indeed been molested by
a priest in the St. Louis area, he had
an obligation to identify that priest to
authorities.

Johnson also noted that police had

seized frpm Funke’s rectory “a large
amount of pornography,” in

homemade nofebeok containing sev-

eral dozen sexual photographs of
young boys. Johnsen said Funke had

refused to heip_ a&thoritles identify

those boys.

Authorities said Funke had paid.'l
‘the boys he was involved with and

had threatened them with bad ‘grades

- if they refused to couperate Johnson

sald one ‘boy had been recovering
from drug and alcohol problems

when Funke befriended him.
| “The first thing Mr. Funke did was
offer that boy a beer,” Johnson said.

icluding a

_ been harmed by a persoen
 priest!
- all victims of ‘abuse, we pra
- ther Funke and we pray that
- munity and the church in Si. Louis

F;mkes attemey, Martin 3 Ham-
- can, spoke of his client’s years of ser- s—
yice in the community, describiag
him as “a caring individual” who had =
suffered “mental angu]sh” Smce his
~«arrest.

He asked for a sentence ‘tempered

with logic and saturated with merey.” f
“Jim does suffer from an affliction,
_an affliction that can be treaiam,” Ha-

dican said. “This is not a preda‘er " mors to sp!

lurking in the dark to take advantage

- of young boys.”

Bishop Edward J. 0'Donnell, auxil-
iary bishop of the Archdiocese of St.

Louis, said in @ prepared statement
Friday that Funke’s crimes had com-

promised his priesthood and hurt the

Roman Catholic Church. =
"'I‘nday, the Archdibeese of St. Lot
is is very sad and hurt. Today, we are
reminded that young peﬁpx& have -
of trust, a
0'Donnell said. “We_ p@y for
for 1-“a—
e com-

will never be corfronted with a situa-

- tion like this again.”
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