- The DIOCESE OF" BELLEVILLE

: herem ment:oncd s, arel;glous assoclatlon, anda ﬂonpmﬁt mrporatmn and had 1ts

‘ :. " ' hea:dquarters in Bellewile Sf- Clalf COlths IlllIIOIS; and dld 1ts religwus work m St Clair
# ﬁ- CountY; Illmo’is and uther locatlﬁms mﬂim the berders of the Stata of Illmms ' | ' Gy N

e R " RAYMONi K’OWNACKI (“KO‘WNACKI”) a0 ordained Ro‘inan Catholic : ':' L
i '_-""..,pnest, who 1s aresident Qf St Clalr County, Illm@is At all inies mentmned herem, =

o '-_{:" KOWNACKI vias emplvyed by the DIOCESE

o N THE CIRCUIT COURT

'TWENTIETH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
* ST. CLAIR COUNTY, ILLINOIS -

STEVEN KERN,

" Phaintiff,

‘ V,‘

Case No.'-f'{-)?-‘-b-l /C’B o

. areligious associatlon, and asa
- n0nproﬁt corporatmn

N N N Nt Mt Mo M N i ot s

Defendant
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R COMPLAINT =~ .
Co'mes now the. Plamtlff STEVEN KERN; By 'énd thfougli his. éttomejr,.l ‘Mic‘hael'

Frer v raea rns by

: Wmhnuenster of Wcﬂmucnster & W1ggmton, P C and for hxs Complamt agamst Defendam,

o The DIOCESE OF BELLEVILLE a rehgwus assoclation, and.as a nonproﬁt corporatlon, states

FO, AT

" ,asfollows ' ‘ ' ST e '. - .-: . _' -
: ALLEGA'I‘IONS COMMONTO ALL, cotm'rs
R E Plamuﬂ‘ STEVEN KERN (“KERN”), xsamale bam on August 29 1966

POy SR )

s ._ .':_.2. . ' Defex;ldant, DIOCESE OF BELLEVEDE (“DIOCESE”), 1s, and at all tlmes o

e .

4. . From Novembers 1973 through 1982 KO’WNACKI wais: appomted bythe e

e 1}'!‘ 'T A T R E EXHIBIT
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"DIOCESE as the Pastor of’ St 'I‘Imresa s Cathohc Church and School in’ Salem, Illmols
5. 'Ihe DIQCESE ls aud was at all tites reIevant herem, a supervxsmg enuty of
several panshes and churches in and around Souﬂlern linois, and had its ofﬁces in and principle, [

place of busmess in St Clalr County, Hlinois.

6. O,rdlnation of a priest by the DIOCESE or incardination of a pnest to the
DIOCESE represented 1o the publlc and to those wﬁh whom the priest comes in contact that the .
pnt:st was a person of excellent moral character, worthy of trust and speclﬁcally, that n:s o

| memberscouldfreasonably rely.upon-.the- goodr motal character of the, priest an_d trust t‘bat their -
chlldren would besafe alone i in the companyofits pnests S - S N .' _ | L .
7 ' That KOWNACKI was hlrcdlordamed asa Roman Cathohc Pnest, and in such

' role, KOWNACKI was expected to perform certaln agts and dunes, mcluding, but not lumted to -

I

supemsmg young people in then' aCthitleS at the churches and schools assocxated thh the

DIOCESE supemsmg young people in the quest for rehglous and spmtual understandmg,

teachmg young people to act ln a manner cOnmstent wrth the 1deals and teachmgs of the Roman

i

-
[T T r—

Cathohc Church, and other acts and dutles conmstent vnth hls role as a spmtual mentor and '

lcader

- ‘f ‘o - " 8 At the nme of lns ordmatlon as a Prlest, KOWNACKI took avow of obedlcme t° i SR

the DIOCESE At all tlmcs pertment herem, KOWNACKI was employed by the DIOCESE as a L L

pa:nsh pnest and was actmg under the dn'ect superwsmn, control and authorlty of 1ts employecs,

v

e 9 The DIOCESE appolnted KOWNACKI as assoclate pastor and/or pastcr at

vanous panshes dunng KOWNACKI S career
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. o - .'l : “While employed at various parlshes m the DIOCBSE under the dxrect superv:swn Lo

%10 Forther, tiat tho DIOCESE, with allthatthis entty stands for, impliod tht

A 'chlldreh, meludlng KERN entmsted to hlS care and tuteiage

L ." caused by pnests who lacked adequate supemswn L
e KO’WNACKI and enabled and emboldened him in that he knew any complamts abouf his- f‘ :

o cdnduct would be mummzed and he would be protected from P“bﬁc dw“‘l"m

T N " I As detalled elsewhere in thls complamt, the aets ofthe DIOCESE allowed

e dn‘ectlng the aﬂ’alrs of the Church, sueh as thie DIOCESE alIoWed ﬂns t0 oocir by makmg

S
N
g

KOWNACKI ‘was safe, moraily and spmtually beneﬁclal and would not pose ¢ arisk to the
" chlldren assoclated w1th the churches and groups afﬁhated with the DIOCESE
: 11. During his tenure with thie DIOCESE, KOWNACKI’S responSIbllmes 1noluded

. performmg masses, solemmzmg mamages heanng confessmns and granting absolutlon the |

i trammg, supervxsnon and gmdance of minor boys, and provxdmg spiritual instraction. and :. i L

‘o counsehngto panshloners and students at the Parish Sebool

. and control of its agents and employees KOWNACKI systematleally sexpally molested -

HISTORICAL BACKGRQUND

e s 13. Thatm 1962 ‘the DIOCESE adopted eontmued and/o:r adhered to apohey for the; L

\'ImVestigatlon and handhng of emnes of a sexual nature, perpetrated by pﬁests against mlnors,

and they were on notlce that, absent smtable safeguards mmors werg at grave nsk of hann

o "1?4-. 'I'he DIOCESE’S polleles of seerecy anﬂ self»dealmg were lmown to "

oy ';, 'pedophile predators such as KOWNACKI 10 perpeuate enrmna] acts of ehild sexual abuse upon o

: 'hlldren of lts memhers Th13 is. mdlcatlve of a pattern throughout many dxeeeses of the Roman ;

A athohe Church that has gone on for decades throughout the Umted States Persons eont:rollmg

J
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- their scandals secret through the guise of religious teaclrings and spiritual instriletion and

' of a soverelgn natron. The ultimate polltlcal and rehglous ruler of theChurch and the Vatrcan is

SRt
* " investigations, evading ¢ivil andfor criminal liability, and by inculcating parishioners to keep -

- . counseling,

gravrtate to actrvrtres WIﬂl ymmg persons in order 1o eontmue o molest

Emmaar e e |

o

fraudulent representations, concealing criminal activity, obstructing justice and criminal -

~16.  The Church isa hierarchieal organization- having lts pr-ihcipal place' of businessin’

Vatlcan Clty “The Vatncan is consrdered a.sovereign natlon enjoymg all the nghts and pnwleges o

the Pope, currently Pope lenedlct XVI

S A

17, | The Church, its. d:oceses relzgrous Orders and educatlonal mstrtutlons are

supported prlmanly by assessments and/or contrlbutrons by its member parrshroners

.1 8.' Leaders in the Church, mcludmg loeal leaders of the DIOCESE Were aware smce i -
at least the 1950’3 that there exlsted a disturbmg number of mcldents mvolvmg sexual , : a

molestatlon and abuse of minor children by Roman Catholle pnests (See, for example, the Holy o

l’

See s 1962 mSTRUCTION entltled “On the Manner of Proceedmgm Cases of Sohcltatlon”) L

Plamtrﬂ‘ belleved what he was taught by the Church These teachmgs kept the wide spread

problem of pedophlle pnests out of the pubhc arefia untxl recently

19 Church Ieaders mcludmg loeal leaders of the DIOCESE were aware that chlld

molesters (also vanously eharactenzed as pedophrles, ephebophrles, andlor those wrth

B "; -‘ psychosexual disorders) are reeldmstlc moblle predators that usually abuse multipfe thlms and 5

(T 20 Leaders in the Chm'ch, includmg local Ieaders of the DIOCESE Were aware the - -

effects of sexual molestatlon upon cluldren could be devastafmg, and knew that panshroners and ';_ L

b
R .
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- ° potential Yietiins-wetfe' Iargety: nilive and Lgnorant of the reality and prevalence Ofrl.iedOPlﬁl,ia‘ in-
. the priesthood. - F | | '
| 21, Leadersin the Chunch 1ncludmg local leaders of" the DIOCESE were gravely
eoncerned about the scandal that would result if panslnoners and the public at large were aware
- of the prevalence of pedophilia in the pnesthood -Furl;her, these leaders were aware of and- |
| - gravely concemed about, ﬂle flnanelal repercusswns that such a scandal would brmg to local -

panshes and the Roman Cathohc Church as a whole

| 22.. Regrettably, Church Ieaders mcludlng lecal leaders the DIOCESE placed
eoncern for the Church’s reputanon and ﬁnanctal well being over the safety and well bemg of 1ts 3.: '

panshloners and clnldren everywhere As a result since no later than the early- 1960’3, persons i

controllmg or dlreetmg the. aﬁ‘atrs of the Church have. engaged ina consplracy to mtentlonally, :

 omd oo g anp o aere atre

-l recklessly andlor negllgently coneeal cnmmal conduct of their agents; a1d and abet the

e a4

- concealment of that crnmnal canduet, aid and abet cnmmal sexual cenduet, fall to report
cnmmal eonduct of thelr agents ebs‘u'uct Justlce obstruct enmmal mvesnganons, ebstruct state - R
and!er local Jaw enforcement, evade cnmmal and/or cml prosecutlon and ltablhty, bnbe andfor

pay money to wetlms in crder 10, keep thelr cnmmal eonduct secret Vlolate the eivil rlghts of

bl

clnldren and fanulles, commit ﬁ'aud and/or fraudulent mdueement of their pans}ueners in - R

fm*therance of their seheme to protect molestmg pnests antl ether elergy ﬁ'om ermnnal

prosecutlon Thls eensplracy was camed out iri part o mamtam or mcrease chantable ' r--,r_ i ;_ i

eentributtons and tumon payments andJnr to avmd pubhc scandal mvelvmg the Church

o - o '- . 23 '. Tlus consp:racy was conducted by and threugh the DIOCESE and ethers and";' M ; i

dlreeted by the Hely Roman Cathohc Church (a/k/a, The I-Iely See)
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. leade;rs ﬁnd that the allegations leck foundatlon, they dre mandated to destroy allof the .
| o doeuments If However, ﬂlc allegations are found to have foundation, the blsho.p and church

- -;l leaders must keep the pertment documents in secret archWes 'l'he Vatwan INSTRUCTION also

R ::’applles to. keep seeret tlaese cﬂmﬂﬂ

i " "{, sexual abuse by the Reman Cathohc cIergy, in 1985 the Natmoal Cenference Of Cathohc -

. ;‘,‘ "

s
S
.-"‘-‘\\ '

24, . : ‘Bvidence of this consplraey by the Chuirch, mcludmg the DIOCESE and others e
and of their knowledge that Roman Catholic clergy were abusmg children can be seen in the o
* Holy See’s 1962 Instruction entitled “:On the Manner of Proceeding in Cases of_'Sohcltatlon

(Hereinafler rferred to as “INSTRUCTION"). ‘This INSTRUCTION was intended to reachiall

Patrlamhs Archbishops, Blshops and other daocesan ordmarles The very t013‘ ofthe
- IN STRUCTION states that it is, “to be dillgently stored in the secret archives of the Curiaas
L stnctly conﬁdentlal Nor is it to be: pubhshed nor added to w1th any commentanes i

| 25 The H\ISTRUCTION eontams exphclt mstructlons as to how blshops and’ Chureh "

L ieaders are o proceed in eases where a prxest engages in sexual conduct wnh mmor children..

The INSTRUCTION specxﬁeally mentlons that these cases encompass sﬁuatlons where ehlldren P

- g : are Sexually abused. ‘I‘he INSTRUCTION makes elear throughout that, in all cncmnstances, S6X | ; - S

; abuse cases dealmg w1th minor chlldren are to be kept stnctly secret. In partlcular if Church i, | A L

s g eneourages blsheps and Church leade:s to avmd “scandal”‘ ’I‘he INS’I'RUCTION 1dent1ﬁes the . D

L T S T,

. worst crlmc as any "bscene’ extemal act, gravely smful perpettated in any way by a pnest vmth i ST

youths of elther sex or sex with brute ammals (besnahty) 'I'he INSTRUCTION by lts terms - .'

e _;26.“ As fm:ther ev1denee of thls consplraey to avoid “seandal” concemmg the elnId o

Bororma's pe, Ao aiicss § wise wrnprsss, 8 sim mivarem

: | -‘Basheps rece1Ved a; report ent;tled “The Problem of Sexual Molestataons by Romal Cathohe cg

o = :Clergy” (Heremaiter mferred to as “REPOR'I‘”) ThlS REPORT deseribed the contmuing and '_ I R

At 0l wady wnw e v B o mw mrir



., growing problem of chrld sexua] abuse by prrests within the Church According to the: RBPORT -

Irablllty in excess of $1,000,000,000.00 over the next ten years.

o o 1gnored thc REPORT and instead, contmued to allcw pedophile priests fo molest chrldren, -

' In -add.ltlon the REPORT wamed -the Natlonal Conference of Catholic Brshops that thelr practice ;
e of movrng ﬁles contamrng potentlally dangerous materral to the Papal Apostohc Delegate, where ‘
, the ﬁles would bei nnmune from subpoena, could ultlmately destroy the unmumty enjoyed by the -

R _ Holy See Desprte the senousness of these warmngs they were not heeded
O g pnests and uthers m the Church who kuew of their conduct ﬁom cnrmnal and. eiwl prcsecutlon, P
MRS and proteet the fmanclal mtereets of the Church and the DIOCESE

S 3 c]ergy from cnmrnal praseeuuon, and to maintain or mcreese chefltable eontnbutiens an,d tultreri

L . payments and/or avmd pubhe scandal in the Chureh, persrms contrellmg or dtrectrng the eﬂ’alrs

S marntarmng secret “sub secreto” archlval ﬁles ef sexual nuscomiuct by pnests TheSe sub

RS secreto ﬁles were and are. accesmhle to the brshops enly Such secret ﬁles were not reported to

£
L

s
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rf the Church Tailed to. deal with the problem of its pedophile pnests the Church could face -

Saa b ey

- 27.  The REPORT outlmed steps that the. Church, through the National- Conference of i
Cathohc Brshops must take to protect the Church and. panshtoners ﬁ'om the devestatmg effects

of prlests who molest chrldren However, the Church and the Natlonal Conference of Brshops

28, ’Ihe REPORT further cautlened the Natlonal Cenference of Catholtc B:lshops to

resrst the practice by some to samtrze or purge the secret ﬁles of potentrally dangerous material.

i
1

B 29 . Upon mformation and behef the DIOCESE and others engaged in the consprracy _

and other wrongﬁll actlvrty descrrbed ahove in order to avord scandal end protect its oﬂ'endlng S L :

-'s

In furtherance of i 1ts scheme and entetprrse to protect predatnry prrests and other

s .of the I)IOCESE anid othem, mtenuonatly and f‘raudulenﬂy engased in the rw‘ine Pm"“"e °f SR
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i - | A, James Qumn Auxiliary BlShOp of Cleveland and 8 member of the Ad Hoe Comrmttee to .-

o B credible allegations of sexual molestatlon "or Were in treatment due to sexual nnsconeluct were

o o

v ‘.1{ or‘rhadeavailal)le to lew enforcement agencies whlch ihvestigate thie known crimes of .the CL

prieéts_. S - | ' - i
‘ 31, '. In fact; orr irrfOnnation end belief, the Church and its bishops encouraged the |
' 'framlulent_purging of ﬁles'r and'hiding of ﬁlesrfrom authorit_ies and others seelging.aecess to--them. H

An example of such eon‘duet is seen ul a 1990 address to the National Conference of-Cetholid i o

. ishops entitled “NCCB Guidelines, and other Considerations in Pedophilia Cases,” by Bishop |

- study how to handle wayward pnests In that address, Bishop Qumn stated

“Nevertheless Personnel files should be eareﬁrlly exan‘uned to detennme thelr content ‘

- - Unsigned letters alleging mrseonduet sheuld be expunged. Standard personnel files .
should contain no documeritation relating to possible criminal behsvior. Serious moral
. questions, signed allegations, thosé should be a part of the secret file anyhow. But they

PySp——

- still subpoena them. But comb through your files. Now, when files have been P -

- . subpoenaed, they cannot be tampered with, destroyed, removed; that constitutes:
obstruction of j Justice and contempt of court: Prior thought and study ought to be given if’ P
" youthink it’s going to be necessary; if there’s something there you really don’t want
people 1o see you might send it offto the’ Apostolic Delegate, because they . have
- Immuity o protect spmething that is potentially dangerous; or that you consider to be
dangerous, you might send it there. " (The Apostolic Nuncio js the delegate from the
. Vatican and Holy Sec; wlncH the Church eOntends enjoys sovereign immumty ﬁ‘om
Iawsuxts and squoenas) - ‘ Co

[T

s e e e s

In ﬁutherance of this conspxracy, the Church includmg the DIOCESE have )
. imlsrepresented coneealed and suppressed the exxstenee of the problem of pedoph:lle prrests from .

- i‘{ pan,shioners and the pubhe at large by suggestmg that pnests that Were transferred because of

D L LT TIPSt N g,

L .}“on leave,” on retreat *on “sabbatrcal” and!or partwrpatmg in “aclvaneed stud;les”

- 32 Leaders of the Church, meludmg local leaders of the DIOCESE were aware that

s mbae bt sorean’s

T "the problem of pedoplule pnests vmhm the Churoh was‘a mdes;pread problem smce at least the 30Ty "

R

S 'f: -.'1950’s and that as a result of their conspn‘acy to keep this problem secret mllhons of mnoeent



i celluded and consplred to cenceal all such offenses usmg whatever ‘means necessary mcludmg,

- aa————

o0 O
K . children were put at nsk 'I'housands of those innocert chlldren, mcludlng Plamtlff fell prey o RS
these pedophzle pnests and were gravely harmed and mjured

33. - When credible evidence of sexual molestat:on by a pnest was brqught to the
‘at"tention of the Church including the DIOCES-E 'the church represcnted fo victims and their ,
faxmhes that such molestation was an 1solated mcldent and that the problem would be “taken-

care of” by the Church Church leaders, mcludmg local leaders of the DIOCBSE sccretly

but not Ilm1ted to, transfemng the offcndmg pnests to cther ass:gnments w1thcut mformmg the
~victims-or their famﬂles that the pnests would contmuc in mmlstry, panshioncrs or subsequent -
,' supemsors of the molestatlon or the reason for the transfer, and law enfcrcement or the general

pubhc about the offending pnests pedoplulc actmtles Further, those oﬁ‘ending priests whlch

r P P NPT Sra R A B Ars A S8 b bhnk < e

sanot + &

were removed from their ass1gnments or suSpcnded for mlsconduct were contmuously hsted in
ofﬁclal Cathehc Dlrectones by euphemxsm, such as absent on leev ? “advanced studles”, “o

speclal asmgnmen » or retlred”

L L T T Yy

- .f . 34. : Mamta:mng that they vzewed sexual assaults of chlldren by priests as moral

fmimgs fthe Church, mcludmg the DIOCESE professed tc be saddened by such actwlty and

clalmed that at all trmes they tock appropnate steps tc detect and prevent such actlvmes In fact, o

te protect then: reputattons and mccme, the Chufch and the DIOCESE treated the sexual

mclestatlon of clnldlen by pnests as scandal that was to- be suppressed at any ccst desplte

lmcwmg tht suppressmn put the mmor chlldren under the care of the Church and the )IOCESE N

~

at grave nsk

RRETLT S

S 35 '-' The Church, mcludlng Iocal leaders of the DIOCESE dehberately adcpted &

pchcy of public deceptlon

B Ly vy



" DIOCESE had conrol, and for whom the DIOCESE was responsible in a master-servant -

. 1¢lationship.

s oﬂ‘enders to prcvent th;: ﬁhng of both crlnunal and civil complamts in courts of. competcnt
' % ]unsdlctmn thus enabling further- eriminal conduct by those sexual offenders, wlule preventmg

: the d:mmutmn of tbe ﬂow of donated funds to the church and the DIOCESE

o L prevxous mstances of. molestatlon of other chlldren, the DIOCESE and others concealed the .
o danger which he and pther oﬂ‘endmg elerics prcsented by mlsreprcsentmg them as pnests l.n
" good standmg, thus enablmg those offendmg clencs to retam thclr contlnued, unresh'icted access

- t0 mmor chlldren

or momtm: hxm unden: close supemswn

o 41 Pnor to KOWNACKI'S appomtment as Pastor of St Thcresa S Catholle Ch'.ureh,

'-_..“"~the DIOCESE by and through its agents and’ emplayees mcludmg Blshop Zurowcste, recelved

0 R CT e

36.  Jtwasand is the polioy and practice of the Churckr anid the DIOCESE, to secrete |,

the i'dentitiés,_r‘etain the services of, and protect sexual offenders who are or had been Roman .

- Catholic priests incardinated to and functioning within the DIOCESE over whose conduct the-

e

e 37 - The Church and the DIOCESE purposely suppressed the 1dent1ty of sexual

38 In mstances where the Church 1nclud1ng local Ieaders of the DIOCESE had

actual knowledge about offending clerics, mcludmg KOWNACKI they falled o warn chlldren

.-".1andthclrparentsanddemedlmowledgcthereof R R R

.39.- Dcsplte havmg actual knowledge of KOWNACKI 'S pedophlle propensmes and

5 _‘4'(7),- Funher, des'.plte hawng actual knowledge of KOWNACKJ’S rec:dmstlc

R pedop}nle hxstory, the; DIOCESE did npt provxde KOWNACKI thh ongomg sex abuse fher aPY P

.DI : "CESE’S Knowle,ge of KOWNACK’S Prmr Ssxual Mnscen@_u_ L |

Ay 4
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o0

- _-i | mudﬁ@us ind'epeﬁdeni 1com]dlainte ‘reg'ai'd?ing sexual i'mpreprietf en t'h'e‘-part of KOWNACKI,

| . ril-‘_l(ﬂliding the fblldﬁring.; . . - _ . | o o

K a’ _ In approximafely 1972, the fatiler of theGuatc%malan gijrl»contacted the DIOCESE
complammg that KOWNACKI had mlpregnated his daughter, while he was there asa

mlssxonary from 1964 to 1970

b _ In approxmlately March of 1 973 the DIOCEfSE reee1ved a complamt from a

" priest that parents ofa fourteen (14) year old girl had complamed to him that
KOWNACKI was molestmg their daugh‘ter |
c. On Apnl 27, 1973 a meetmg took place at the Chancery of the DIOCESE w1th

~ Gina Tnmble Parks her parents F ather Dean Braun,’ Monmgnor Sulhvan, aud Blshop

et Wt WA A g

' Zuroweste in which Gma related her knowledge and KOWNACKJ’S statements toher :

regardmg acts of sexual mlsconduct perpetrated by KOWNACKI as follows‘ |

A

i Whileat St Fraisvillc KOWNACKI took Girsi to Tamaroa o
clean hns mother’s house. They spent the night there Gma went to bed |
“-and the next thmg she knew-, “‘Father was in bed W1th nie and we had |
Lot mterceurse ” ' : - » ‘
| .ii. -,V ‘ KGWNACKI convmced Gina and her parents to let Gma go w
Wasinngton Park where she could be kis housekeeper She would be pald
"i $200 per month and she eeuld goto hlgh school in Highland |

Y :KGWNACKI Weuld pay for her tultlon Once at Washmgton F'ark,

-2

S E KOWNACKI seduced her He would gwe her: alcehol and then get mto 1 o

E bed Wlth her 'I‘hey had relatiens thl‘ciugh"ut th:e twe y ears

L W R | ii1 Gma stal'ted detmgaboy and later became pl‘ﬂgﬁaﬂt She planned :

n

[T :
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S f - KOWNACKI teid Gma thit in Guatemala o had a housekceper -

o became pregnant by another mar. Afterwards, KOWNACKI had sexua}
o - relatlons w1th other glrls in Guatemala L | '

' v1 ' Gma said KOWNACKI engaged m a homosexual relatxonshlp Wﬂh h

to marry the boy bécause' sae believed he was the father. KO’WNA’CK'I- ;
| +had told her that he had a Vasectomy while in Guatemala. Gina and the i
boy told KOWNACKI of their plan to marry, Later affer the boy left,
KOWNACKI drank a lot. -'K,OWNACKJ_ started touching herand she sald,_ o
-she'didn’t want to do it. He toc.r_k his clofhes off.ahd-tﬁ‘ed to take hel:s off, ! .
: G{na struggled mthKOWNACKI and told hfm that he was rap_ing: hérf »

Shie was able to et away and locked herself in her room. KOWNACKI . |

. came to her'.cjioor' later an&iried to come in. Gina got drcése.d— and got her 1. '
- keys and purse, but KOWNACKI broke in. He slapped: her, grabbed her ;

K]
I

hair and threw her bn thé floor: She jumped out the window. and -

httempted to run away, but police oﬁicers returned her to the rectory
i.v’.‘  Later, KOWNACKI fold Gina that he wasn't infertle. He told her |

» 1f she didnt wani the baby, she could abort 1t 'He gave her a concoctlon

w drug her He used Ius fingers to try to squeeze her uterus to force the, BEE

baby out. She sald no, “but he did it anyway She had a very bad (hfe e
( .

' threatemng) cerwcal mfectlon. .

that he had a sexual relationslnp for years KOWNACKI sald that she

-‘-_-n‘- «5-'-1‘6‘-18--‘-'-'&-‘-,'-.- e e gy g i e
- ) s .

P

“atwin Guatemalan boy whlch KOWNACKI brought to thie Umted States i

:.
S

and had hvmg thh him m the rectory for 2 permd of tlma pnor to Apri! of |

: \_12 3

o e e Wiy



o ;. "I‘hercsa ’s Schcol Church, and/or Reétcry, and while travellmg to vanous 1003110113, mcludmg f_ -
e __KERN 5 gemtaila and engagmg in oral sex Wlﬂl KERN
N 'KOWNACKI aix agent of the DIOCESB ag’ the appomtcd P astor °f 8t. Theresa ® Cathellc

e ;f‘__j'._jChurch and Schcol m Saiem, Hlmcls paruclpated in angd assumed thc resPcmSIblhty for thc

. trannng and spmtual wel}-bemg of KERN a mmor parrslucncr, as set fcrth above

o Q o

1973, |
vii. Gina also irep'orted that KOWNACKT did things with fourteen
(14) year old glrl at the Washmgton Park Pansh and that she called hlm ;

. cvery mght

i

.viii KOWNACKI drank almost a. botile of" Scotch w]uskey every mght i

o _d." 7 f 'I‘hrce days later, BlShOp Zurovveste and Mcns1gnor Sul]rvan met with

i KOWNACKI and concluded that KOWNACKI needcd hclp ;
“

e e KOWNACKI resxgned from his posmon as Pastor of St. Marhn of Tours Parish m‘

Washmgton Park, Tllinois, at the réquest of the DIOCESE and was sent to Guest House
£ The DIGCESE did not repoitany of the allegatlons of sexual mlsconduct onthe. | .

| part of KOWNACKI to cml authon’ues nor 10 the lalty or the panshcs of the DIOCESE. v :

Abuse of KERN - - D

N 42 Durmg KERN’s chlldhocd commencmg in 1978 and coﬂtmumg until 1982 atSt.:

R Knoxwlle Tennesscc, KOWNA.CKI repeatcdly scxually abused KERN bY tonching or fondlmg

B 43 Dunng the aforesald time pcriod whcn chlldhood scxual abﬂse cccurred

o ra et i st § o be B e dbien WE 8 Foeuas 4 rer Bl L0 BSE dsn d At 0 sl

B e e

e _' ‘44 In July 2007 KERN began recemng treatment ﬁ-om a psychlatrlst

rovc i

T T

: 45, " ,RN told the psychlatnst that he had bb‘el:l scxually a’bu by KOWNACKIi: R '

r
ot

o |

s e g Bt



n b

o proxiluaté cause of the sexual abuse committed by KOWNACKI when he was a mirnor, in 2007. {

. bccommg aware of any cause of action or psychologlcal or psychlatnc harm, illness, dxsea,se, or.! -
o - m_]ury whxch oocurrcd asa result of tho chlldhood sexual abuse by KOWNACKI KERN

speclﬂcally avers that atno ume up untll 2007 did KERN have any apprehenswn, knowledge or

o problems he was: expenencmg (1 e. emotlonal psyc}uatnc, psychologlcal and sexual) were -

' caused by the sexual abuse asaminor.

5 sexually abuscd othei' chlldren and:that the DIOCESE Imew that KOWNACKI had sexually o

. abusod othier cluldren before appomtmg hnn as the Pastor of St. Theresa 8 Pansh Further, lt Was 3‘_' .
- L rc]ated to h§s chlldhood sexual abuse

e of the DIOCESE and thus delay m the accrual of ins clanns agmnst the DIOCESE

T e 5 51, - At all tnnes hercm, the lalty of ﬂle BIOCESE mcludmg KERN and hls parents
o reposed great u'ust and conﬁdence m the DIOCESE mcludmg the Blshop and clergy ac on i ’:"-_ R
. 1ts behalf S0 that the DIOCESE through lts Blshop and clorgy, gamed mﬂuence and superionty

L -' over the lalty of the DIO CESE mcludmg KERN and hls parents The relatlonShlp bethen the: B

KERN was diagnosed with chronic depression and/or longstanding dysthymic disorder.

46, KBRN first learned that he had suffered psychological or psychiatric harm and/or

G n o g MM M baind 5 n s eh

injury, including chronie deﬁxassion- and/or longstanding dysthymic disorder; as a direct-and

47, KERN Was-'reasonubly and blamelessly prevented from knowing, discove'riug‘ or |

e

.

undcrstandmg that. the sexua] contact caused him any harm or mjury

48. Pnor to July 2007 KERN had not dlscovered understood or appreclated that any

r"

TP

e muerss vtar

. 49, KERN dld ot know, nor hiave reason to know, until 2007 that KOWNACKI had

the ﬁrst time that I{ERN k:new or had reason 10 know of any wrongful conduc’t by the'DIOCESE i -

- 50, “KERN pleads delayod disgovery ofthe harm and delay in learmng of Hﬂsc@ﬂd““

- vin i s .—.‘7..,_..\.-‘-.-.‘ . -

e AR e bmee
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- : --f':.i"", would gl\fe hlm a massage KOWNACKI stal:ted fondhng, klssmg, etc The boy wanted to go B :

Gl :., -. _.-home but KOWNACKI made hlm stay all mght

- f'boys were mvolved wﬁh KOWNACKI KOWNACKI told the boy it was a mgn of ﬁ'lendsmp

' DIOCESE and KERN was fiduciary in nature, creating a duty ori the part of the DIOCESE to,

anvemsn

-disclose material. faots- or not to. conceal material facts relating to KERN‘e cause of action he‘rein

52. As set forth above, the DIOCESE at all times prier to and durmg the sexual abuse ;:
of KERN concealed and w1thhe1d s knowledge of KOWNACKI’S acts of sexual abuse against - } |
-minor'-s. -

'5'3_. KOWNACKI made threats to KERN about what would ‘happen if KERN told

'anyone about what was happenmg, meludmg

a.  Telling KERN “I know where youlive”; - - | o I
- b ' Telhng KERN that another boy who had gone agamst lum dled |
m)"steﬂous]y, | o |
c.  Insinuating that he had killed someone whlle in Guatemala, wmd : L

. d .ShomngKERNagun -
o -54;. The DIOCESE at all times, knew that KOWNACKI its agent and employee was}

1
3
i

= makmg threats and nnsrepresentatlons to mlnors that he sexual],y abused for the purpose of

R securmg thelr sxlence

P LT

. 55 | In 1982 followmg the time penod in, whloh KOWNACKI sexually abused

- jKERN the DIOCESE recelved a report from famﬂy in St Theresa $ Pansh that B - i o

: '-‘,aa . Thelr son, a freshman eut KOWNACKJ’S grass KOWNACKI mwted the boy to i a B o

e 'spend the mght The boy had been runnmg and KOWNACKI told Him to take a sh0wer and he

o b_'. . KOWNACKI t61d the ’boy that tlns was okay' “1 ve done it before » Two other



o :. ‘ ‘Cobden, eﬁ'cetlve JuIy 6, 1982 -Theére ié no indication that anyone at St Joseph’s Pamsh in
R Cobden was no“ufied by the DIOCESE of the prior, allegations of sexual abuse agamst

[ 'KOWNACKI Tn fact, Blshop Wurm s letter regardmg the appomtment stated “I heartlly

D ) Blshop Wurm, “for an. assxgnment to work w:th ﬂ:le Hlspamc commumty in the Cobden area "
g "l‘hls news arhcle Was sent to Monsxgnor SchWaegel vnth a letter dated June 21, 1982 from the '

B -:'_“'-parents bf the ﬁeshman boy who was abused by KOWNACKI at St Theresa 5. They note’ that

-'.-_fm an}'bﬂdy s

R O N ) I
i and nnt to tell his parents
' c “The family planned to file suit if somcthmg wasn’t done soon becausé they dld
not want any other boys in the Parish to be abused by KOWNACK.I o L : 1
. d. . The famﬂy was afraid that KOWNACKI would become vicious 1f he found out
‘ | that they reported him. |
-ei; The report was re.cewed by someone in the Chancery Office of the DIOCESE

_. Who concluded “RAY IS SICK” and “Ray really needs professmnal help and treatment.”

-

"5.'5. : The DIOCESE asked the family of thls minor boy not to- telI anyone about the i

" incident, .
57 The DIOCESB did not reqmrc that KOWNACKI obtam professxona] help and

L treatment Raiher, KOWNAOKI was reass:gned dlrectly as Pastor of St. Joseph’s Parish in .

E .commendyou[KOWNACKI]toallthepeopleofyourpansh" e R

KOWNACK.I made statements to the press in Salem, Ilhnms that hc asked

._]

9 Mans1gnor Schwaegel the Vlce—Chanceilor of the DIOCESB reslaonded to the '

16

[

o v men e

L “thls artlsle in our town neWSpaper is almost mote than wc can handle » “Instead of belng sorry S

. and leawng quleﬂy, he adds to it by lylng ? “We have done as you asked, and not said anythmg e | ' ) .



a .‘ ‘] hlstory of sexual abuse comm1tted by KOWNACKI i:om the new pansh

B ﬁmher allegations of’ inappropriate cenduct wﬂh manIS

R -swas removed from mmistly by the DIOCESE Rev:ew Boatd in 1995

& IR o

Vo l_et-'tef on ._T'un'e" 25, 1982. SehWaegel"etated, “I.can certainly understand your difficulty in . i
. aceepﬁng.the manner in which Father [KOWNACKI] describes_ his femiination at Salem and

-new assignment at Cobden ” He encourages them to “let bygones be bygones.,” Schwaege] goes

Frrpyp,

. on to state, “I am serry that Father [KOWNACKI] had to lcarn his Iesson at the expense of

causmg gnef to you and your fam11y »

: 60 ~ The DIOCESE actlvely concealed KOWNACKI’S sexual abuse at St. Theresa s

o Parlsh, epeciﬁcally includfingi-its knowledgé of the sexual abuse of three _minors, pos‘sibly

ity v da mnaas t e

| mcludmgKERN, by asking the parents of the minor bby'netlto tell énane of fhie abuse,by - i
misrepresenting te fhe perents 'ef the freshman boy that these were thc first iﬂstances of sexval - |

| 7. | abuse perpe’trated by KOWNACKI by fallmg to repudiate or correct the mrsrepresentatlons
- made by its agent, KOWNACKI to the press of Salem, Minois, regardmg the clrcumstances of
B ‘his reassxgnment to. St Joseph’s Parish i 1n Cobden Ilhnols 'I‘he uusrcpresentatlons aided the

- DIOCESE 1n its plan to remsert KOWNACKI mte a new pansh in another part of the DIOCESE

R S R Yo S

; and agam hold out KOWNACKI as 2 prlest it to conduct the Catholic nunisn'y there on behalf

K of the DIOCESE a pnest of good moral character and an appropnate person to be around minor i |
l .
- clnldren and prowde oounselmg and memonng to.the youth of the pansh whlle concealmg the 4
i

- k 61 'I'his pattem Was repeated when the DIOCESE subsequently transferred

5
g0
B

‘ .

i

l

i

KOWNACKIfmm panshes at Hamsburg, Illmms, in 1984 and Valmeyer, Illmms in I986 dusto, - R

H

O ,52‘_; KOWNACKI was assigned to minister to 1he Slck and elderly in 1987 unm he

a8 e s § o de e e s mt gy St g e o

o ,53_. The Rewew Board wasestabhshed in March of1993 Margle Mensenwas B

e
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R KOWNACKI the DIOCESE by. and through its’ agents and employees, has actlvely

o KERN regarding the numerous complamts uf KOWNACKI sexually abusmg chﬂdren, poss1b1y

v 1nc1ud1ng KERN throughout hIS career as pnest w1th the DIOCESE

R -the lalty of the DIOCESE meludmg KERN Wlth the mtent of cencealmg its- role m enabhng

L '-;KOWNACKI to coﬁtmualiy sexually abuse chlldren -

) appointed a§ the Review Board Adxninistrater'hy'Bishop .Ke]eher. Hovveirer, Bishop 'Gregory did
not give, KOWNACKI’S file to Mensen to investigate until much Jater in 1994 (it was not atthe .
- beginning ef her term). The Review Board policy r‘equjred that if an allegation caine"forward,

| within three days the Blshop had to notlfy the Board.of the allegatlon and give whatever

' mformatlon he had.

. 64. The Review Board ‘did not receive all of the docutnents i in the DIOCESE’

| pessesswn regardmg KOWNACKI‘S sexual abuse and mnsetmduct Blshep Gregory gave
Mensen two letters from KOWNACKI to Gma Trnnb]e Parks wlnch were written after the o "
_meeting deeumented by Mons;gnor Sullivan, The Review Board’ never recelved the T-ransc_:ript-
of Monsi'gnOr"S_ull.ivan"'s notes-ﬁom 1973. Mensen was 'net Ie.wage of the allegations regarding

the 14 year ‘61& girl at Waslﬁngtoﬁ Park and: she Wbuld have 'been ebligated to follow up 'ifthere

- was-a name of a victim, Mensen had not seen all the documents regar.dmg the allegatlons agamst .

BB Aty = ey A 4 n 0 e Sri

- KOWNACKI from St. Theresa’s in 1982,
‘ 65 At all times pnor to and follomng the sexual abuse of KERN comnutted by '

o mxsrepresented concealed and mthheld matenal facts from the lalty of the DIOCESE mcludmg

| '66._. ' ’I‘he DIOCESE mxsrepresented, coneeaied and mthheld these materlal facts ﬁom !

—

o4

' 67 KERN wﬂl be prejudlced by the m:srepresenta:tlons and coneealment connmtted 4

E .by the DIOCESE if the Statute of leltatxons and/or Statute of Repose are mvoked te bar hls

. .. ’ 18.

e
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e paragraphs 1-68 of this Complamtasthough fully set forth herem. ‘ o e i

e otherwwe exhlblted dangerous propensmes and that KOWNACKI was a danger to.minors.
PR St Theresa [ Pansh effective November 8, 1973

R premises of St Theresa 'S Pansh as an agent, scrvant of the DIOCESE and usmg Sald perlseS in

o .-' hls role ag parlsh pnest under the du'ection of the DIOCESE

B | it had thc ab!llty to. ctmtrol KOWNACKI and lmcw or should have known of the necessﬂ:y and

O oppt)rfumty for exercmmg such control

'. o -to control KOWNACKI or to prevent hnn from 1ntent10nally harmmg others or from cnnductmg P

™
)
TR
PN

lairns, 7 7
| | - 68. .' KERN i)‘leads that the DIOCESE is _equitablj 'est'oﬁpjad from raising :the-'statute of |
| N lix-nitations o statute of reﬁose as an affirmative defense. Furthet, the tolling of the statute of -
o ‘li'mi'tétions anﬂ-statutc ofrepase has been délayed. bésed on the doctrine of equitable tolling,'the

o tolling pmws1ons conta,med in the Chﬂdhood Sexual Abuse Act (the “CSAA™) 735 ILCS.5/13- -

. 2, 2(d-1)(2003), and the fraudulent concealmem statute 735 chs 5/13-215 :
' COUNTL-NEGLIGENCE S
{(Restatement (Second) of Torts § 317) i
* For Count I o his Complain, Plntif states as follows: B

-68 KERN hereby repeats, realieges and lncorporates by reference the precedmg

69.- As of Apni 27 1973 the DIOCESE knew or reasonably should have knoWn that

KO’WNACKI suﬂ’ercd ﬁom a pedophﬂlc mental dlsorder and alcohollsm or that KOWNACKI

e pwe ey e

- - _ '.70. | Despﬁe th1s knowledge, BlSth Zureweste appomted KOWNACKI as Pastor of

That at all times relevant to 1he cause of action, KOWNACKI was'on the

s Bammays b S ek oo bkt d 1 3e]

" 72 That at’ all tithes relevant there‘to, thc DIOCESE knew or had reason to Imow ’that

.'.'-...-....,.n,..., 8 4 4 b el e

73; E 'I’hat in v1olat10n of 1ts duty, theDIOCESE falled to exerclse reasanable carc 0 as *'- = R

-1 ’
v < L

o




R wﬂl ccmtmue to experience

) :_. ) and equltable and n excess of $SB 000 to falrly compensate hmfor the mjurws a:nd damages

""" himself as.to-create an unreasonable risk of bodily injury to others by ané or more of the - .

follomng neghgent acts and/or omissions; : L S f-

©oa. Retamed KOWNACKI as a parish pnest and falled to termmate, reprimand, -
'or lmPOSG any negative employmen,t qons_equences-as a result of his prior acts .

" of sexua] abuse or nusconduct

e

R b Falled to. adequately momtor and supemse KOWNACKI in his performance
: of hls duties as pansh prlest and allowed KOWNACKI to have unsuperwsed
L contact with. minors when it knew of past mcldents and allegauons of sexual -

N abuse or mlsconduct mvolvmg mmors, and

c ‘Entrusted KOWNACKI W1th access to and control of St.. Tharesa s School

H
H

. 'Church‘ Rectory, and pan‘sh grounds and' fall'ed-to-pollce St. -Theresa S School,jf

o : Church, Rsctory, and pansh grounds to prevent KOWNACKI ﬁom sexuallY ;
- abusmg children and doing harm to others, mcludmg KERN | 1
. _j74. . 'Ihat asa direct and/or prommate result of the conduct of the DIOCESE as | '

o deswbed herem, KERN has sustaxned sever and permanent psychologtcal mjunes, mcluding but P

. not Inmted to, post traumatlc stress’ d:sorder and maj or. depressmm a aresult thereof he’ has and

'l a) Mental pam and suﬂ‘ﬂnng; ST | rl o .
" b) Ematlonal distress, - | | . I

| - G) E Lﬂss of anormal hfe, and |
- ': d) Medical and counse:lmg expens;es

WHEEEFORE KERN prays for Judgment agamst the DI.CEEE m a sum reasonable

T T T PP I

0 e i mamrrasa s
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N

ﬂj\ ' . V . ‘ ] . - V . . R V .. . V ;
sustained, plus costs 6f suit,

- COUNT I
WILLFUL AND WANTON NEGLIGENCE

For Count II of his Complamt Plamtiff states as follows:
1.-72, KERN hereby repeats, realleges and mcorporates by reference the precedmg |
paragraphs 1 72 of this Complamt as though fully set forth herem k |
| 73, That in wolatlon of’its duty, the DIOCESE falled to exerelse reasonable care S0 as: -
| 1o control KOWNACKI orto prevent htm from mtentlonally harmmg others or from oonductmg 5

2 ‘-hnnself as -to ereate.an‘unreasonable n-sk of b‘odtly injury to others by oie or more 'o_f the

:’ o followmg wﬂlful wanton, and/or reckless acts and/or onussmns

a. Retamed KOWNACKI asa parishpnest and fmled to terrrunate, repnmand,

4 B e pry e A ara -

. _' " or impose any negatlve employment consequences asa result of hls prior acts

of sexual abuse or m1sconduct

LT P

' .b,. Falled to adequately monitor and.supervise KOWNACKI in his performance

 of hlS dutaes as pansh-priest and.allowed KO‘WNACKJ to have unsuperw-sed

...-n.'....--—-. -

| contaot W1th minors when it knew of past mcldents and a!legatlons of sexual
' abuSe or m.lsconduct mvolvmg mmors and .. | . -
c : ,Entrusted KOWNACKI thh BCCess S to and control of St 'I‘heresa g School
': Churo\h Rectory, and pansh grounds and falled to pollce St Theresa s Sehool .
B _ f"-‘. Church Rectory, and pansh grounds to prevent KOWNACKI from: sexually i
- abuemg ehlldren and domg harm to others, meluding KERN .. .
| .' ?4l That asa dlrect andlor proxrmate result of the oondiuet of the DIOCESE as’ -

descnbed herem, KERN has sustamed sever and pexzmanent psycholog:cal mjunes, mcludlng but o

' not lnmted to, post tramnatlc stress disorder and major depressmn, asa result thereof he has end i o _

o




will continue to experience:

~ a) Mental pain and suffering;

D Pt Y P S - DU

b) . Emotional distress; | o | | ' - EI
- ©) Los'sofanonnal'life;and . B o - : o

d) = Medical and counselmg expenses _
75, _ That the conduct of the DIOCESE by and fhrough its agents. and employees,

- descnbed above constltuted a v:olahon of trust or cenﬂdence andlor was wxllﬁﬂ and wanten,

- s_h,o.wmg- rcomplete l-ndlfferenee to or conscleus dx_sregard for the safety and wellbeing of KERN i
aﬂd 9ﬂiers. ” . ' L |
L 76. W1threspec’£ to.ﬂlexaets and/or omissions éivi‘n,g lfisé.' io lisbiliy, sither E

" & Tho DIOCESE, through s management, authorized the doing and the i
manner of the act or emissiop; er_ . L - ' :

‘b, The employee responsible for the aét o omission was unfit, and the |-
: DIOCESE was feekl'ess in employ'ing him; or ' I ;
S | 'I'he aet or omrssxon was that of a managenal employee who was actmg m -

ythe scope of hls employment or o  : : ;." :

ode The DIOQESE through its mana{gement or managenal employee, ratiﬁed

[T P

of appnoved the act or ormssmn

) 7 ‘ Iustlce and the pubhe goed reqmre an award of pumtlve or exemplal'y damages i

L "jsuch sum whlch lel serve to pumsh the DIOCESE and to; deter the DIOCESE from. like ' > § L

o "cenduet

WHEREFORE KERN prays for Judgment agalnst the DIOCE&E, in o sum reasonable

-_..-....u....i‘u-.g- POTRI AN

. and eqmtable and in excess of $50 000 to falrly compensate h1m fer the mjunes and damages




. oat

- mcludmg K.ERN and his parents, that KOWNACKJ was a priest fit to conduct the Catholxc '

o person to be around mmor clnldren and prowde counselmg and mentonng to the youth of the |

| serve as Pastor of St Theresa s Pansh were false

L inclﬁdmg Blshop Zuroweste and Momlgnor Sulhvan, knew ot should have known that these

o ._’eontmulng to be active members of 8t. 'I‘heresa s Parlsh and allomng KOi"fi-- ACKI to nnmster

o to them as thelr pansh pnest and by KERN havmg unsupemsed contact wrth KOWNACKI

| paragraphs 1-68 of this Complamt as though fully set forth herein.

Parish

¢ i
' H

- COUNT 111
FRAUD

future plus costs of suit.

For Count I of his Complamt Plamtlﬂ" states as follows'

-68 KERN hereby. repeats realleges and mcorporates by reference the precedmg -

B 69-.; Blshop Zuroweste appomted KOWNACKI as Pastor of St. ‘I‘heresa s Parish, P

effeeuVe November 8 1973 By the appomtment, KOWNACKI was being held out by the

DIOCBSE and the DIOCESE aﬂinnat:vely represented to members of St. Theresa s Pansh, _

mimstry there on behalf of the DIOCESE a pnest of good moral eharacter anti an appropnate =

A bbbt e

‘ "ZO, The representatmns made by the DIOCESE concenung KOWNACKI’S ﬁtness to i -

o ﬁ_._ 71 At all txmes herem, the DIOCESE by and through its agents and employees, ‘

representatmnswerefelse L I ST » "

KERN (and hlS parents) beheved and jllstlfiably rehed on. the representatmns ef

R t;he DIOCESE coneermng KOWNACK] 5 ﬁmess to serve as Pastor of St 'I‘heresa s Parish bY S -'

. ';73; : At all tlmes herem, the la1ty of the DIOCESE meludmg KERN an d his. parents

s

. ,'/";‘:> - 7 . o /""") . - : H '
[ . : { . : :

sustalned and in addlﬁon, exemplaty amounts suﬂielent to.punish and deter such eonduet inthe |

)
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| - over the Ialty of the DIOCESE including KERN and his parents. The relatlonship between the i

| . ZuroWeste ever mformed the members of St. Theresa S Pansh mcludmg KERN and hlS parents 2

‘ treatment at Guest House. T’hese were materlal facts wltuch the DIOCESE mtentlonally w1thheld ,
- and concealed from the members of St. Theresa’s Parlsh mcludmg KERN and his parents wﬂh :

o the mtent to mduce them to accept KOWNACKI as théir Pastor, ~ -
justlﬁable relzance on the facts as they knew them

o | :KOWNACKI’s removal as Pastor of St Martin of’ Toms Pansh in Washington Park, Illinoxs ot

o :'that Just pnor to bemg appomted as Pastor of St. Therese ] Pansh KOWNACKI had undergone

treatment at Guest Housc

l;‘:—.-thehandsofKOWNACKI S IR S U

PAEN

- L. ) ) N ' P “

reposed great trust and confidence in the DIOCESE, including the Bishop and clergy actingon |

i
g
its behalf; so that the DIOCESE, through s Bishop and clergy, gaincd influence and superiority
i

DIOCESE and KERN wasﬁduclary in nature.

B 74, Nelther the DIOCESE nor any of its agents or employees, mcludmg Blshop

of the ptior allegatlons of sexual mlsconduct on the part of KOWNACKI the 16asons for
KOWNACKI 8 removal as Pastor of. St Martm of Tours Pansh in Washmgton Park Illmols, or

that Just pnor to belng appomted as Pastor of St. Theresa s Parlsh KOWNACKI had undergone .

rasiras

2 e ane v

7. The mernbers of St. Theresa’s Parish, zncludmg KERN and hIS parents accepted !

I

KOWNACKI ds thelr Pastor and KERN had unsuperv1sed contact wfth KOWNACKI in

.' 75 KERN (and hlS parents) had no way of lmomng or any. reason to know of the '

pnor allegatlons of sexual mlsconduct on the part of | KOWNACKI the reasons for ]

R ——— 5

. .;-..u:.-;n... ..;.s-...,_:..,;‘-; ..

" 7'2 : As a dlrect andfor prommate result of the mlsrepresentatlon, concealment and/or

Mthhﬂldlng of matenal facts by ilie DIOCESE,KERN was a vietim of clnldhood sexual abuse at,, ¥ _' o




R _ knew that KOWNACKI was. maklng sa:d representatmns to mmors to mduee the mmors to-

S KOWNACKI an agent of the DIOCESE as the appmnied Pastor of st Theresa ) -Cathohc

« Tr
E)
.

'78.  While KERN was a ﬁafishioner; an alter bof,'a-'werker and a participant in

'religieusledueatienal programs at St Theresa’s Catholic Church and Schiool in Salem, Illinois S

under the direction and/or supemsmn of KOWACKI KOWNACKI was v1ewed asa sttual
leader, teacher and counselor, routmely belng present and interacting with minors. KERN

I developed great admlratlon, trust, reverence, respect, obedlence and religious obechence to

- KOWNACKI who KERN considered an alter christi, honored friend and rellgmus metitor in. CE

' 'fpreparatmn' for KERN’S 1n-1t1at—10n.mto vano'us Rom_an Catholic sacraments and KERN-’ s

- eontemplauon of entenng into the prlesthood

| 79 The DIOCESE by and through KOWACKI its agent and employee made the P .

L followmg representatlons of' fact

Ca) Represented to KERN that a sexual relatlonshxp between a priest and A minor was I ,' :

e -not harmful or mjunous to the plamtlﬂ‘ and | |
l”.)- - Represented to. KERN that a sexual relatlonslup be‘tween a prlest and aminor was
condoned by the Catholic. Church. | |

j :80. _ “The DIOCESE knew that these representahons were false _. | | |

. '851 . “The DIOCESE, by and thl:ough its oﬂicers, directors, or managerlal emPIO}’GGS,

- engage m sexual felatmns thh Inm and the DIOCESE failcd to repudxate the representatlons ‘of

- :KOWNACKI as its agcnt and employee . ;
: 82 KERNrehed on therepresentationstohls detnment - : o o 1 v
L 83: Durmg the aforesald t:lme pernod when cluldhood sexual abuse oecurred, - -

e A -Church and School in Salem, Illmms, paruclpated in and assumed the respnnmblllty for the _

1.
‘
A

L -

g

o
e e e e

e g e vemes



AP o

ER 'wﬂl contmucto expenence

. g descnbed above constltuted a wolatlon of trust of- conﬁdbnce andlor was wﬂlful and wanton,
o .showmg complete mdlﬁ‘crence to or COIISCIOUS dlsregard for thc safcty and wcllbemg of KERN

{0 j-'andothem

o O

training and spiritual wc‘ll-bcing of KERN, a xuinof p‘arishioher, as s‘ct'forth above. o

- 84, ’I‘he DIOCESE cngaged in extreme and outrageous conduct by appomtmg |

KOWNACKI as Pastor of St Theresa S Par:sh and representmg that he was a pnest who was fit -

o for those duues while concealmg and W1thholdmg information about his history of sexual
mlsconduct from the members of St Thcresa s Parlsh, mcluchng KERN | | _

8. The DIOCESE knew, based KOWNACKI’S history of soxual sbuseand |-

) . rmsconduot prlor to the: appomtmcnt at St Theresa s Parlsh that there was a hlgh probabxhty that; -

. i - KOWNACKI would sexually abuse cthdren of the pansh and that the sexual abuse suffered by :

: .'vthe chlldren would cause severe emotional dlstress o0 | |

86., That as & dlrcct and/or prox1matc result of the conduct of the DIOCESE as

descnbed herein, KERN has sustamcd sever and permanent psychologlcal injuries, including but |

E 'not lumted to, post traumatlc stress disorder and maj or deprcssion, asa result thereof he has and

a) Mental pain and suﬁ‘ermg,
| b) Emotlonaldlstress, o 1‘. i : | _ S .! '
c) Loss of a normal hfc, and o o | |

' d) Medlcal and counselmg cxponses | 7 | L |
‘ : | :,. 87 'Ihat thc conduct of the DIOCESE by and through 1ts agents and cmployecs;

e : 88 Wlth respect 0 the acts andlor omlsslons glvmg nse 0 ,11ab111ty, elﬂlﬁl‘

.a.; ; ’I‘hc DIOCESE through 1ts managcment authonZed the domg and the ‘ : _
. : i




: s ‘ .:; paragraphs 1«-68 of this ComplaintaSthough fully set forth hereln o e '_ C |

e X .KOWNACKI suﬁered from a pedophlllc mental dxsorder and alcoholism or that KOWNACKI

OO

manner of ﬂ-Ie act or omiission; or

b The employee respehsible- for the act lor‘omissio'n was unﬁt, and the
-DIOCESE was reckless in employing him; or |

c * The-act or omission was that of a managenal employee who was aetmg in

‘_7' the scope of lns ‘employment; or N
“d.  The DIOCESE through its management or managenal employee, ratxﬁed

“or approved the act or omission.

et g ber -....-m-m-.—,-u.-.. o s Y PSR KL B8 b pbagiie e b

: 89. - - Justlce and-the public good requlre an award of pumtlve or exemplary damages in

such sum which wxll serve to pumsh the DI OCESE and to deter the DIOCESE from like

- conduct

bt et

WHEREFORE KERN prays Judgment against the DIOCESE in a sum reasonable and

[,

equltable and in excess of $5 0,000 to fa:r]y compensate him for the i 1n_]ur1es and damages

Ssustalned and in addxt:lon exemplary amounts suﬁicwnt to pumsh and deter such conduct in the
ﬁlture pIus cests of smt | L
o , CIVIL CONSPRACY \ __
o FOIT Cognt v of hls Comp]amt Plamtlff states as. follows _ .j: P , :

-68 KERN hereby repeats realleges and meorporates by reference the precedmg ' ;
As of Apml 27 1973 the DIOCESB knew er reasonably should have kmwn tliat | L

e othermse exh;blted dangemus propensmes and that KOWNACKI was:a danger to rmnors \ s

7 Dumlg KERN’S cmldhood commencmg in 1978 and centmmng unhl 1982 at St

LT Theresa s School Church and/or Rectory, and whlle uavellmg to varlous ]Qcatlons, lncludmg 8

. »-.......27 ‘ : . . : : o — “.' v e -



‘Schwaegel and McnSIgnor James Margason, and 1nd1v1dual priests and clergy members

- other Dloceses of the Roman Cathohc Church to:

o
o~

th)c\.r'ille, Tenbe'esee,.KOWNACKI repeatedly sexually abused KERN by touching or fondling : :

Y

. 'KERN’s genitalia and eﬁgaging in oral sex with KERN.

71.

Wurm, Bish()p Keleher, Bishop Gregcry, Monsignor Bemard Sullivan, Monsi—gnor .Joscph

knomngly and voluntanly entered into a consplracy and/or agreement with KOWNACKI -

mdmdually and far his own person mterest and beneﬁt and others, mcluding the Holy See andi'

a. Conceal and suppress ‘the. facts known to them. and other ccnspxrators of sexual =

| ﬁnanexal habllity fOl‘ its lHVOlVGment m the sexual abuse of clnldren and otheré R
- :mlSconduct, to hlde the 1ssue of sexual abuse of chlldren and m:sconduct bemg= )
- colmmtted by prlests and clergy from lay members of the DI. CESE ari d w keep. 2

!.'

L alI ordamed prlests and cIcrgy in the service and employ of the ]E)IOCBSE

“Prior to 1973 and thereafter the DIOCESE, through Bishop Zuroweste, Bishop}

| g employed by the DIOCESE, mcludmg KOWNACKI

.Protect pnests and clergy assoclated with and employed by the DIOCESE

' abuse ofmmors and

< ', new and old panslles to conceal and hlde the allegatlons of mlsccndnct

f’lhe pwpose of the consplracy was:

S

) abuse of ch11dren and other n:usccnduet commltted by pnests and clergy
| mcludmg K.OWNACKI from cr.zmlnal mvesuganon and/or prosecuhon for sexual '

abuse and mlsc'cnduct would surface while makmg mlsrepresentatmns to both the; .

i'.‘

o o

i
i .
i

l

i

i .

i .
1

i

1

. Assign priests and clergy to new panshes when reports or allegatlons of sexuel L

R

i
‘i
i

{.'I‘o protect the DIOCESE ﬁcm negatwe pubhclty and embarrassment, tc escape‘\_ '

i-‘-‘ ’

I
I
]
P
]
L
3
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A, C . : . . . .o
. ) :

 regardless of whether the"priests. and clorgy have committed criminal acts. of} |

.sexual abuse against chi-ldfen; and :

b To protect the porsona] interest(s) of the md1v1dual pncsts and clergy, mcludmg::

B but not limited to KOWNACKI ﬁnm criminal. prosecution of their acts of sexualz .'

. abuse of children and to ensure tholr contmued employment with the DIOCESE m,

spm: of their acts of sexual abuse and misconduct. |

'."73.' In ﬁlrﬂlerance of the consplracy, io the det:nment of KERN and untold others, the

DIOCESE comnutted the followmg mongfu]/unlawful acts and/or omlssmns

a.. Retmned and failed to superv:se KOWNACKI when it knew of the necessity and |

opportumty to do S0; | ;
b Fraudulently represented that KOWNACKI Was fit to mlmster asa pansh pnestf
- and was safo to have unsupemsed contact w1th mmors, and | ‘
c.. Fraudulenﬂy concealed and mthheld its knowledge of prlor oomplamts ‘

- allegatlons and mcldonts of sexuai abuse. of nusconduct agamst KOWNACKI

R P ——"

| 74‘-.- Sa:d conduct of the DIOCESE in ﬁmheranoe of the conspnacy faollltated and ‘
alIowod KOWNACKI aceess. and the opportlmxty to sexually abuse KERN
R zsi, That as adiroct and/or proxlmato resu}t of the condpotof tho DIOCESE as.

doscrlbﬁd horom, KERN has sustamod sever and permanent psychologlca] 1nJ urles, mol’uding bUt

R Y S

not Ilmitod to, post traumanc stross dlsorder and maJor doprosston, asa rcsult thereof he has and

wﬂl oontinue to oxpenence

e mes eacbars :..._.‘....

a)f Mental pam and suffenng,_ ' -

b) Emotlonaldlstrcss Lo . - : N e

' o) Lﬂssofanomalhfe, o SRR - RPN



I

U such $um whwh wm sorve to pumsh the DIOCESE and to detr the DIOCESE froni Ilke B

R cqnduct

o« . .jsustamed and in addlﬁen, exemplary amounts suﬁ' czent to pumsh and deter such conduc‘t in the

| "-"future plus costs of ‘,su:t

R ;Aeqmtabie and mexcess of $50 000 1o fmrly cempensate hnn for the xnjunes and damage&

-

~d) Medical and eormselmg expenses. o - | o - ;

- 76. That the conduct of the DIOCESE, by and through its agents and employees, as ;

' --describeq above consﬁtu'ted.r a violation of trust or confidence endfer Wes‘willﬁll _emd wanton, :

, ‘.shdwing_eomp'lete -'in_differenee to or ednecious disregard for the eafefy and wellbeing of KERN
and ether_s.' | - |

71" Withrespostto the -éct's‘ and/or omiesions giving rise 1o liability, cither:

o The DIOCESE through its management, authonzed the domg and the manner of :

the act or. OmlSSIOIl, or . o | ¥
b, ‘I‘he employee respons1ble for the act or omlssmn was. unﬁt and the DIOCESE
was reckless in'employing him; or ._ - '_ o o o .
©. ' The acli or oﬁiissieh: was that of 2 managerial enﬁJ;leyee wﬁe was actmg inthe
scopeofhlsemployment or L ,‘ S . oo ‘-
| d _ ’I‘he DIOCESE through is management or managenal employee, raflﬁ@d 91' | . ,

'appreved the act or omlssmn

. "78 5 Justlce and the pubhc good requu-e an award ef puane or exemplary damages m ' o

) T

WHEREFORE KERN prays Judgment agamst the DIOCESE, ina sim: reasonable and

A0S Evbt s den e e frers e rah e e G A OE A E e el
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" Attorneys for Plaintiff =~
3201 West Main Street

Belleville, 1L 62226

(618) 2572222 — Phone

(618) 257-2030 - Fax

.
L i
4

WEILMUENSTER & WIGGINTON, P.C.

o

Respectfully Submitted,

J. Michael Weilmuenster
IL No; 6197044 . .
1L No: 6283455
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