' areligious association, and as a
: nonproﬁt comoratxon,

~ IN'THE CIRCUIT COURT
TWENTIETH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
ST. CLAIR COUNTY, ILLINOIS
K.C, )
.- ) |
~ Plaintiff, ) S :
V. ) Case No. 09-L- ( Dl a/ ‘
) - .
The DIOCBSE OF BELLEVILLE ).
)
)
)
Defendant. )
COMPLAINT
Comes nowthe Plam’uﬁ' K.C. by and through his attomey,J Mlchae

Weilmuenster & Wxggmton, P C., and for hls Comp]mnt agalnst Defendant, 'I‘he DIOCESE OF

.‘ 'B_ELLEVILLE, ] rohglous assoclatlon, and as a nonproﬁt coxporatlon, states as follows L

ALLEGATI ONS C‘O ION TG ALL COUNTS

I Plalnﬁﬂ' K. C is a male, born in November, 1960, and is a citizen of the State of

Minois, =

- 2_.' ' Defendant, DI OCESE OF BELLEVILLE (“DIOCESE”), s, and at all times

_ herein mentlonod was, rehglous assoclatlon and a lionproﬁt oolporatlon and had lts
- headquarters in Bellevﬂle St Clalr County, Illmo;s and d1d 1ts reh'ous work m St Clalr |

L County, Illmoxs and other Iocahons w1thm the borders of the State of Illinms. B

3 7' RAYMOND KOWNACKI (“KOWNACKI”) is an ordalnod Roman Catholic

T ‘priest, who isa res1don1: of St Clan' County, Illmms At all-times ment;oned 1131‘3111

KOWNACKI was omployed by the DIOCESE o e

4. Trom November, 1973 through 1982, KOWNACKI was 25 appointed by tho




e s 1 i 45 =

/DIOCESE.as the Pastor qf St, Theresg’s Catholic Church and School in Salem, Ilinois.
5. The DIOCESE is, and was at all tlmes relevant herein, a supervising entity of
seirer;il parishes and churches in and around Squthem Illinois, and had its offices in and principle
~ placeof businéss in St.-Clair County, llinois. |
6. Ordination of a pnest by the DIOCESE or incardination of a pnest to the '.
DIOCESE represented to the public and to those with Whom the priest comes in contact that the |
priest was a person of excellent mora] character worthy of trust, and, speclﬁcally, ﬂlat its
members could reasonably rely upon the good moral character of the priest and trust that their
. Achlldren would be safo alone i in the company of its priests. .
. 7. . That KOWNACKI was. hlred/ordamed as a Roman Cathohc Pnest and in such
1‘0162; KOWNACKI was expgcted to perfqnn c;crtam acts and dutles,‘ mcludmg, but npt limited to, -
: 'supchising young peop]e in théir #divitics at ﬁe churc’heé éﬁd schools ass'ociated w1th t1_13'
DIOCESE, supermsmg young peOple in the quest for religious and spiritual understandang,
teachlng young people to act ina manner c.onmstcnt with the 1deals ‘and teachmgs ofthe Roman '
| Catholic Church, and othet acts _an_d duties consistent with h1§- rple as a spiritual mentor _and '-
.'J..leader.‘ | " _ | | N . | )
_ s At the time of hlS ordmaan asa pnest KOWNACKI took a.vow of obedlencc to g .
- : 'the DIOCBSE At all times pertment hcrem, KOWNACKI was employed by the DIOCESE asa. |
: .:.'pansh priest and was actmg under the dlrect supemsxon contrbl and authonty of its employees, N g
- agents and directors . | | . |
e 9“ The DIOCESE appomte.d KOWNACKI a8 assoc:ate pastor and/nr paStor at

s vanous panshes dunng KOWACK.I’S career.




- 10. Further, that the DIOCESE with all that thls entrty stands for, implied that
KOWNACKI was safe, morally and spiritually beneﬁeral and would not pose arisk tothe

' chlldren associated with the churches and groups affiliated with the DIOCESE

1.

- performi‘r’rg masses, solemmzm_g matriages, hearmg confessions and granting absolutxon, the

- U'aiuing,'supervision and guidanee‘ of minor boys, and providing spiritval instruction and

e couuselmg to panshnoners |
Whlle employed at various parrshes in the DIOCESE under the direct supervrsron

) 2.

“aind eontrol of its agents and emp]oyees KOWNACKI systematreally sexually molested
children, moludmg K.C, en_trusted to hrs care and tutelage. |
HISTORICAL BAC‘KGROUND

o -13.-
mvesttgatron and handlmg of crimes of a sexual nature, perpetrated by priests agamst mmors
and they were on notice that, absent suatable safeguards mmors Were at grave. I‘lSk of harm |
ca,used by pnests who lacked adequate superv:sron | e .
5 1 4 . 'I‘he DIOCESE’S policies of secrecy and self-dealmg were known 1o
KOWNACKI and enabled and emboldened hlm in'that he knew any complamts about his .
eonduet would be nummlzed and he would be protected ﬁom pubhe drselosure |

-' 7-1_;5.' As detarled elsewhere in: thls complamt the acis of the DIOCESE alloWed

pedophrle predators such as KOWNACKI to perpetrate orunmal acts of ¢hild sexual abuse upon o

ohrldren of 1ts members Thrs is mdrcatrve of a pattern throughout many dreceses of _tlle_ Rotuau R

e et et e

S Cathoho Churoh that has gone on for deoades throughout the Umted States Persons oontrollmg e

- or drrectlng the affairs of the Church suoh as the DIOCESE allowed thrs to occur by makmg

~ During his tenure with the DIOCBSE KOWNACKD'S responsrblhfres included .

Thet in 1962, the DIOCESE adopted oontmued aud/or adhered to a pohcy for the




o problem of pedephrle pncsts out of the pubhc arena untr] recently

fraudulent representations, concealing criminal activity, obstructing justice and crirﬂirral '
investigatihns, evading civil and/or criminal liability, and by inculcating parishioners to keep -
their scandals secret through the guise of religious reachings and spiritual instruction and

. counseling,

16.  The Churchisa hierarchical organization having its principal place of business in -,
' .+ Vatican City. The Vaticarr is considered a sovereign-natien-.enjoying all the rights and privileges - |

e'f a sovereign neﬁqn. The ultimate poliﬁeal- and religious ruler of the Chureh and__the‘VatiCan is )

the Pope, currently Pope'Benedi ot XVL.
17, The Church, its dloceses religlous Orders, and educational institutions are
supported pnmarrly by assessments and/or contributions by its member panshmners

18, Leaders in the Church, mcludmg local leaders of the DIOCESE were aware since

L at least the 1950’s that there existed a dlsturbmg number of incidents mvolvmg sexual

molestatlon and abuse of nnnor children by Roman Cathohc priests. (See, for example the Holy

| See 's 1962 INSTRUCTION entitiéd “On the Manner of Proceedmg in CaSes of Sohcrtahon”)

- Plamtrﬁ' belreved what he was taught by the Church These teachmgs kept the wrde spread

19. Church leaders mcludlng local leaders ofthe DIOCESE Wwere awarh that ehlld ,

- . molesters (also varrously eharactenzed as pedophrles ephebophrles, andlor those \mth

o i psyehosexual dlsorders) are reerdmstrc, mobrle predators that usually abuse multlple vretlms and

n gravrfaie to aetwmes w1th young persons in Order {6 continue {0 molest

2‘0:. : Leaders in the Church mcludlng local leaders of the DIOCESE were aware the

o eﬂ‘ects of sexual molestatlon upon chlldren could be devastaung, and knew that panshmners and |




' potcnt.ta] victims were largely naive and 1gnorant of the reahty and prevalence of pcdophlha in
-the pnesthood |
| 21.  Leadersin the Church, including local leaders of the DIOCESE, were gravely =
~concerned about the scandal that would result if parishioners and thc. public at large were aware. - -
. of the prevalence of pcdophlha in thc pnesthood Further, these leaders were aware of and
‘ gravely concerned about the ﬁnanclal rcpercussmns that such a scandal would. brmg to- local '

3 pamshes and the Roman Cathohc Church as a whole,

22, chrcttably, Church leaders, mcludmg loca] leaders the DIOCESE, placcd

. concetn for the Church’s reputatlon and financial well bcmg over the safety and well bcmg of its

panshloners and chﬂdrcn everywhere. As a result, since no later than the early 1960’5, persons

E 'controllmg or dn'cctmg the aﬁ'aars of the Church have engag'ed ina conspuacy to mtentlonally,
.recklessly and/or neghgently conccal crmunal conduct of their agents aid and. abct the |

concealment of that cnmmal conduct aid aud abet criminal scxual conduet, fall 1o rcport

' cnmmal conduct of ﬂlBlI‘ agents, obstruct Jushce obstruct cmmnal mvest:gatlons, obstruct staie

4

'and/cr Iocal law enforcemcnt, cvade critninal and/or civil prosectmcn and hablhty, bnbc and/or .

pay money to wctuns in order'to k‘cep their cnmmal conduct secret, vmlate the cml-nghts of

- " .chl!drcn and fa:mhes, commlt fraud and/or ftaudulent mducement of then' panshloncrs m E

e 'furtherance of their schemc to protcc‘t molcsnng pnests and other clergY ﬁ-om cnmtnal

B prOSecutmn. ThlS conspn'acy was camed out in pa.rt to maintain or mcrease char:tablc

.ccntnbutmns and tultlon payments andfor to avold pubhc scandal mvolvmg the Church

23 . Thls consplracy was conducted by and through the DIOCESE and othcrs and

SR dnccted by thc Holy Roman Cathohc Church (afkla The Holy See)




N 24. Evidence of this consplracy by the Church including the DIOCESE and others,
and of their knowledge that Roman Catholic clergy were abusing children can be seen in the
Holy See’s 1962 Instruction entitled “On the Manner of Proceeding in Cases of Solicitation”.
-(He'reinafter refened to as ‘;H\ISTRUCTIOI\I”). This-INSTRUCTION was in-tendedto reach all

Patriarchs, Archblshops Blshops and other diocesan ordinaries. The very top-ofthe .

INSTRUCTION states that it 1s, “to be diligently stored in the secret archxves of the Cuna as ..

- strictly confidential. Nor is it to be p,ubhshed nor added to with any commentaries.”

25. . The INSTRUCTION contains explicit instructions as to how bishops and Chuzch

loaders are to proceed in cases where a pnest engages in sexual conduct with mmor chlldren
The INSTRUCTION speclﬁcally mentions that these cases encompass srtuatlons wherc cluldren o
- - are sexually abused. The INS_'I?RUCTION _makes clear throughout tha_t, inall clrcumstances, sex

'abuse cases dealing with minor children are to be kept strictly secfet. In particular, if Church

leaders ﬁnd that the allegatrons lack: foundatron, they are mandated to destroy all of the

documents If however, the allegations are found 1o have foundatlon, the bishop and church

| leaders must keep the pertinent documents in seeret archwes ‘The Vatican INSTRUCTION also,
encourages blshops and Church leaders to avord “scandal” The H\ISTRUCTION identifies the -

worst crnne as. any obscene, extemaI act, gravely smful perpetrated in any way by a priest with '

youths of elther sex ot sex Wrth brute annnals (besttallty) 'Ihe]NSTRUCTION by its terms

apphes 10 keep sccret these crrmes

26 - As further evrdenee of thls consplracy to avord “scandal” concermng thc chﬂd o

sexual abuse by the Rornan Cathollc clergy, in 1985 the Natlonal Conferencc of Catholic

Bishops recelved a Teport entltled “The Problem of | Sexual Molestat:lons by Roman Cathollc -

- Cl.ergy” (Hereinafier referred to as “REPORT”). ~This REPQRT descrrbed the .contrnulng.. and .




| ‘ prlests and others in the Church who lmew of the1r conduot from cnmmal and c1v1l prosecutmn,

= ‘and protect the ﬁnanclal interests of the Church and the DIQCESE. g C e ;

. clcrgy from crlmmal prosecutlon, and to mamtam or mcrease chantable contributmns and tmtxon
o paymcnts and/or avmd pubhc scandal in the Church, persons controllmg or duecnng the affaxrs | ; ' S j
B . “'“;:of the DIOCESE and others, intentlonally and ﬁaudulently engaged in the routlne practlce of o L |

r‘mamtamlng secret “sub secre > archlval files of sexual mlsconduct by priests. These sub

growing problem of child sexual abuse by priests within the Churc'h According to the REPORT,
1f the Church failed to deal with the problemof its pedophile pnests the Church could face

habﬂlty in excess of $1, 000,000,000.00 over the next ten years,
27.  The REPORT outl:ned steps thai the Church, through the Natjonal Conference of

Cathohc Blshops must take to protect the Church and par:shloners from the devastating effects A

of pnests who molest chlldr‘elL However, the Church and the Natlonal Confercncer of Blshops

: 1gnored the REPORT and, instead, continued to allow pedophﬂe pnests to miolest children.

28. The REPORT further cauntioned the Natmnal Conference of Catholic Bishops to.,

_resist the practlce by some to sanitize or purge the secret files of potentlally dangerous material.
In adchtwn the REPORT wamed the National Conference of Catholic B1shops that thelr pracuce .
| _of moving ﬁles containing potentially da:ngcrous material to the Papal Apostohc Delegate, whgre- :

. the ﬁles would be imfnune from sﬁbpoeha, could ultimately destroy the Jmmumty epjoyed by the

Holy See. Desp1te the seriousness of these warnings, they were not heeded

t

729.‘ Upon mformatlon and belief, the DIOCESE and others engaged in thc consplracy

and other mongful actmty deseribed above in order to avoid scandal and protect its offendlng

- 3_0. . In furtherance of 1ts scheme and cnterpnse to protect prcdatory pnests and other

: secr_eto files were and arf_: accesmb_le to the blsheps only. Sygh _seclet files we.re not repoﬁed to




Or'm'acie available to law 'el_lforeement agencies which investigate the leaown erlmes of the
| _ p_riests. |
31. - In fact, on information and belief, the Church and its bishops encouraged the
ﬁ'auduient purging of files and hiding of files from authorities and others seeking access to them.
An example of sueh conduct is seen in a 1990 address to the National Conference of Gafholie.
_ Bi_s‘hops entitled “NCCB Guidelines, and other Considerations in Pedophilia Cases,” by Bishpp .
A. James Quinn, Auxiliary Bishop of Cleveland and.a member of the Ad Hee Commitieé to - -
' s‘taﬂy how to handle wayWard_ priests. In that.address,' ﬁisbop Quinn stated: N
| “Nevertheless, Personnel files should be carefuily exarmned to determine their content.

Unsigned letters alleging misconduct should be expunged. ‘Standard personnel files
should contain no documentation relating to possible criminal bebavior. -Serious moral

questlons, signed allegations, those should be a part of the secret file anyhow. But they -

still subpoena them. .But comb through your files. Now, when files have been
- subpoenaed, they cannot be tampered with, destroyed, removed; that constitutes
" obstruction efjusﬁce and contempt of court. Prior thought and study ought to be given if
you think it’s going to be necessary; if there’s something there you really don’twant -
people 1o see you might send it off to the Apostolic Delegate, ‘because they have e
. immunity to protect.something that is potentlally dangerous, of that you consider to be
. dangerous, you might send it there.” (The Apostolic Nuncio is the delegate from the
- Vatican and Holy Sec; which the Church contends enjeys soverelgn nnmumty from

- lawsuits and subpoenas)

o In furtherance of ﬂns consplracy, the Chureh lncIudmg the DIOCESE have

‘ﬂnsrepresented concealed and suppressed the. exwtenee of the problem of pedophlle priests frem -

' panshloners and the pubhc at large by suggestmg that priests that were transferred because of
: credlble allegatmns of sexual melestatlon or were m treatment due to sexual mlseenduet were

..r.
’ ]
]

o “on leave ” on “retreat on “sabbatlcal” and/or partxc1patmg in “advanced stud1es

fthe pro’blem of pedophlle pnests w1thln the Church was a mdespread problem since at least the

e :1950 s and that as a..resul-t of their eonsplracy to keep this proble_m secret, mlll__lons of m.nocenf

32 Leaders of the Chureh mcludmg local leaders of ‘the DIOCESE were. aware that o -




' children were put at risk. ‘Thousands of those innpeent children, including Plaintiff, fell prey to

o these pedopliile priests and were gravely harmed and injured. |

33. When cred1ble ev1dence of sexual mo]estatmn by a priest was. brought to the

 attention of the Church mcludmg the DIOCESE, the church represented to victims and their

families that such molestation was an isolated 1n01dent and that the problem would be “taken . .-

care of” by the Church. Church leaders, including local leaders of the DIOCESE, sectetly = ..

: colluded and-conspired to conceal all such offenses using.whatever megns necessary including,

. but not lnmted to, transferrmg the offendmg pnests to other ass1gnments without informing. the '

v1ctuns or thelr fam1hes that the prlests would contmue in mmlstry, panshleners or subsequent

supervisors of the molestanenpr the reason for the tran_sfer, and law enforcement or the general

' ofﬁoml Cathohc Dlreetorles by euphemlsm, such as absent on leave” “advanced StlldlBS

public _ebeut'the 'oﬂendling priests’ pedophile activities. ‘F'urther-, those offending priests which

. were removed-from their assignments or suspended for misconduct were continuously listed in

” “

; .-speelai asmgnment” or “retn“ed” '

3:_4. Mamtalmng that they v1ewed sexual assaults of chlldren by pnests as moral

e 'rfalhngs, the Church, 1nelud1ng the DIOCESE, professed to be saddened by sueh actmty and

B 5cla1med that at all times they took appropriate steps to deteet and prevent such act1v1t1es In fact

) to proteet_ thelr reputatmns and mcome, the Church and the DIOCESE treated -the sexual' :

E 'molestatlon of children by pnests as scandal that was to be suppressed at any eost, despite

AR knowmg that suppression put the minor: chlldren unde1 the care of the Church and thB DIOCESE '

L '.at grave r;lsk. L E

s B b 4

'35-; 'Ihe Church mcludlng local leaders of the DIOCESB dellberately adopte’d a

pohey of publlc deceptlon |




-

i 36, Iiwasandis the policy and practice of the Church and the DIOCESE, 10 secrete
the idontities, retain the services of, and protect sexual offenders who are or had been Roman-
Catholic priests inchrdinated t_o and functiohing within the DIOCESE over whose conduct the
DfOCESE had control, and for'whom the DIOCESE was responsible in a master-servant. . . -

: relzitioiiship
B 37 The Church and the DIOCESB purpose]y suppressed the identity of sexual .

- oﬂ'endem to prevent the filing of both criminal and civil- complamts in courts-of competent

jurisdiction, .thuscnabling" further criminal conduct by those scxual. offenders, while preventing . .

o the dlmmutwn of the ﬂow of donated funds to the church and the DIOCESE

38 In instances- Where the Church mcludmg local loadcrs of thc DIOCESE had

. aotual lmowledge about offendmg clencs, including KOWNACKI, they failed to warn chlldren _

- and theu‘ parcnt_s and denied knowledge thereof.

39, Despite having actual lmo.wlcdgc of KOWNACKI’S pcﬂophﬂe propensiﬁq_s and :

previous instances of molestation of otber children, the DIOCESE, and ofhiers concealed the

o danger which he‘and other offcndmg- clerics presentted 'bf misrei:rééenting them as priests .ih :

good standmg, thus enabhng those offending clerlcs to retain thclr contmued, unrcstnctcd access .

.-_Atommorchildren o

40 Furthcr, desplte havmg actual knowledge of KOWNACKI’S rccldiwstic

o pedophﬂe hlstory, the DIOCESE dld not prowde KOWNACKI thh ongmng sex ahuso therapy -

or momtor Inm under close supervision.

fhe DIOCESE by and through 1ts agcnts and employecs mcludmg Blshop Zurowesto, receivod

'4'1 Pnor to KOWNACKI’S appomunent as Pastor of St. 'I‘heresa s Cathol:c Church, o

-‘10‘




* numerous independent complaints regarding sexual impropriety on the part of KOWNACKI,

including the following;
‘2. In approxim'atcly 1972, the father of the Guaiemalan gizl contacted the DIOCESE
- complammg that KOWNACK] had 1mpregnated his daughter, whlle he was there asa

" missionary from 1964 to 1970
b In approxunately March of 1973, the DIOCESE recclmd a complaint from a -

| ﬁrieét that parents of a fourteen (14) year old gllrl had complained to him th_atl
KOWACKI vias molesting their daughter. |
¢ OnApril 27,1973, a meeting ook place at the Chancery of the DIOCESE with |
| Gma Trimble Parks her parents, Father Dean Braun, Mon31gnor Sulllvan, and B1shop :
Zuchstc in which Gina related her knowledge and KOWNACKTI’s statements 1;0 her
. regardmg acts of sexual mlsconduct perpetrated by KOWNACKI as follows |
I Whlle at St. Francxsvﬂle KOWNACKI took Gina to Tamaroa to. .
cleﬁn hJSHlOthcr s house. - They sp_ent the night there. Gma v_vcnt to bed
and the next thmg she'km;w, “Rather was in bed with me and we had "
| lntercourSe”‘-.- : | o S
K ) A KOWNACKI convmced Gina and her parents o let Gma goto
' Washmgton Park where she could be'hls housekeeper She Would be -pald k
| .$200 per month and shé could goto hlgh school in nghland |
KOWNACKI would pay for her tultmn Once at Washmgton Park

. KOWNACKI seduced her ‘He would gwe her alcohol and then get mto

| bed Wlﬂl her They had relations throughout the tWO years.:.

N S Gma startcd datmg a boy and later became pregnant She planned"; l

e e L avms b - ey  aer b
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io marry the boy because she believed ile was the father. KOWNACKI
“had told her that he had a vasectomy while in Guatemala, Gina and the

boj( told KOWNACKT of their plan to marry. Later afte:r the boy left,

~ KOWNACKI drank a lot. KOWNACKI started touching her and she said

she didn’t want to do it. He took his clothes off on,d tried to take hers off.
 Gina struggled with KOWNACKI and told him that he was raping her.

She was able to get away and locked herself in. her room. KOWNACKI

. came to ber door later and tried to come in. Gina got dressed and got her .

keys and purse but KOWNACKI broke in. He slapped her, grabbed her

hair and threw her.on the ﬂoor She jumped out the wmdow and
attempted to run away, but police oﬂ:ieers returned her to the rectory.

iv. . Later, KOWNACKI told Gina that he wasn’t infertile. He told her

o i_f she didn’t ‘want-tlrle baby, she could abort it. He gave hera eoncoction o

to drug her. He USed h.is-'fingers totryto squeez’e her uterus to force the
baby out. She sald no, but he d1d it anyway She had a very bad (11fe

) threatemng) cerv;cal infection, |
A " KOWNACKI told Gina tha‘t m Guatemala he had a housekeeper

that he had a sexual relahonshlp for years KOWNACKI sald that she | |

became pregnant by another.man. Aﬂ_erwards, KOWNACKI had sexual _ ,

relations with other girls in Guatemala

a twin Guatemalan boy wluch KOWNACKI brought to the Umted States

- and had 11v1ng w1th him in the rectory fora penod of tune prior 6 Apnl of

| '. vi. Gma sald KOWNACKI engaged ina homoswcual relatlonshlp w1th :

e e et T : . e mmmmee oo el

;12‘ .




1973, |
. vil. ' Ginaalso réported t'ha‘t KOWNACKI did thiﬁgs witi1 a fourteen.
(14) year old girl at the Washington Park Parish and that she called him
" gvery night.
'lviii' ) KOWNACKf drank almost a bottle of Scotch whiskey evéry night.
d Three days later, BlShOp Zuroweste and Mons:gnor Sullivan met w;th |
' KOWNACKI and concluded that KOWNACKI ncedcd help. '. |
- e KOWNACKI remgned from his ‘posmon as Pastor of St. Mai'tin of Tours Parish in -
Waslungtnn Park, Illmms ai the request of the DIOCESE and was sent to Guest House
£ " ‘The DIOCESE d1d not report any of the allegatlons of sexual mlsconduct on.the
 part of KOWNACKI to civil authoritiés nor to the lalty or thc par;shcs of the. DIOCESE. -
R | AbuseofK.C. - |
42. During K.C.’s clnldhood commencmg in 1974 and continuing until 1977 at St.
- ’Ifheresa s School, Church, andlor Rectory, and while h‘avellmg to varlous locatlons, including

L Waslnngton D.C., and New York, KOWNACKI repeatedly sexually abuséd K.C. by touchmg or

L fondlmg K. C s gemtaha and engagmg in oral sex with K.C. .

43 Durmg the aforesald tame perlod when OhlldhOOd sexnal abuse occurred

R KOWNACKI an agent of the DIOCBSE as the appomted Pastor of St Theresa ;] Cathohc

e 3 Church and School in Salem Iihnms, partmlpated in and assumed the responmblhty for the.

£t e ~ TR .':'“""“‘”“ " Comell L_aw and 735 ILCS 5/1

trammg and spmtual well-bemg of K. C -4 minor panshloner as set forth above

Delaved __igcovgﬂ

"‘::.02 2

: 447 In 2008 K. C began receiving psychologmal/psyohlatnc trea‘tment

45, In April 2008 a Quanutatlvs BEG study was, performcd whlch mdicated that -

P e ea diimrmeta [P . -
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.+ . caused by the sexual, abu'se'as a minor.

- : sexually a‘bused other children and that the DIOCESE knew that KOWNACKI had sexually

T .related to hlS emldheod seanI abuse, ;

mjury which occurred asa result of the childhood sexual abuse by KOWNACKI K C.

any pfoblems he wasg experiencing (1.e. emotwnal, psychiatric, psycl_lological-and sexual) w_ere

"abused other ehlldren before appomtlng him as the Pastor of St ’Iheresa f: Pansh Further, it was

-the ﬁrst tnne that K.C knew or had reason to know of & any wrongﬁﬂ conduct by ’che DIOCBSE

. the DIOCESE and thus delay in the acerual of h1s cla:ms agamst the DIOCESE

K.C. suffered from a traumatic disorder as a result of a previous traumatic event. Through some
additional counseling séssions, it was established that this traumatic disorder was aresult of .
childhood sexual abuse that was perpetrated upon K.C. by KOWNACKL |

46,

injafy, including a traumatic disordet, as a direct and proximate cause of the sexual abuse

At that time, K.C. first learned that he had suffered psychological harm and/or

eoﬁnnitted by KO’WNACK.I ‘when he was aminor., Since Aprii— of 2008, K.C. has sought and .

received psychological counsehng and treatment,

47, 'K.C. was reasonably and blamelessly prevented from knewmg, dlseovenng or

: becommg aware of any cause: of actlon or psychelogleal or psyclnatrlc harm, 111ness dlsease or e

specxﬁca]ly avers that ol no tlme up until 2008 dld K.C hava-any apprehensmn, lmowledge_or _

understandmg that the sexual contact caused him any harm or injury. ' - : : -
|

- .48.. . Prjor to April of 2008, K.C. had not discovered, understood or appreclated that

g 49. _ K C. chd not. know, nor have feason to lmow, untll 2008 that KOWNACKI had

'v '50." ' K C pleads delayed dlseovery of the harm and delay in Iearmng of mleconduct of o

iraud-;e:.tCe'c alm ,t _'

E mtable E_,stonnel/Equxtable Tolhn
At all ﬂmes herem, the Ialty of the DIOCESE meludmg K C and hls parents E - o |

: 51,
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réposed great trust and confidence in the DIOCESE, 'inclnding.the Bishop and clergy acting on

‘its behalf] so that the DIOCESE, ﬂnough.its Bishep and clergy, gained influence and superiority

. over the. laity of the DIOCBSE including K.C. and his parents, The relationship between ihe

" - DIOCESE and K.C. was ﬁducxary in nature, creanng a duty on the part of the DIOGESE to

dlsclosc material facts or not to conceal materla] facts relating to K.C.’s cause of action herem
52, - As setforth above, the DIOCESE at all times prior to and during the sexn_al abuse

7- of K.C. concealed and withheld its k:nowledge of KOWNA_CKI’S actn of sexual abuse againct

. 'minors, | | . |

-53. , In 1982 followmg the time penod in whlch KOWNACKI sexually abused K. C

the DIOCESE rece1ved areport from family in St. Thercsa s Pansh thai

L a Their scn, a freshman, cut KOWNACKI’S grass. KOWNACKI mv1ted the bcy to-.

“spend the night "The boy had been running and KOWNACKJ told him fo take a shower and he-

B 'would give him a massage. KOWNACKI started fondlmg, leSlng, etc. The boy wanted to- go

* bormie but KOWNACKT made him stay allhight.

S b, -KO.WNACKI told' -the bcy that thlS was okay. “T've dcne it bcfore.” Two ctner
- “boys were involved with KOWACKL_ KOWNACKI told the boy it was a sign of friendship

:.-l_".“.;_:andnottctelllnsparents - g o I' L -

| | | "c.' The family planned to file suit 1f somc‘tlnng wash’t done soon- because they dld '. |

| not want any other bcys in the Pansh to be abused by KOWNACKI 3

. ‘ d "The famlly was afrald that KOWNACKI would become vicious if’ he found out

tha:t ﬁley reported hnn L B L
The report was recelvcd by someone in the Chancery Ofﬁce of the DIOCESE

‘e.'

who concluded “RAY IS SICK” and“Ray rcally needs professmnal help and trcalment o | S .

N
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p ‘ "te_anyb'edy.”

54, The DIOCESE asked the family of this minor boy not to tell anyone about the

incident.

55.  The DIOCESE did not require that KOWNACKI obtain professional help and

- treatment.“Rather, KOWNACKI was reassigned directly as Pastor of St. Joseph’s Parish in

Cel_)den, effective July 6, 1982. There is no indication that anyone at St. Joseph’s Parish in

- "Cebden was notified by the DIOCESE .of the prior allegations of sexual abuse against
i - KOWNACKI. In faet,- Bishop Wurm’s letter regarding the appointmerit stated, “I heartily

commehd_..you [KOWNACKI] to all the peop'le of your parish.”

5'6. . KOWNACKI made statements to the press in Salem, Illm01s that he asked

_ Bls'hop Wurm, “for an asmgnment to- work wrch the Hlspamc eommumty in the Cobden area.”

-"I'hls news article was sent to Mon31gnor Schwaegel w1th a letter dated June 21, 1982 from the

- parents of the freshman boy who was abused by KOWNACKJ at St Theresa 8.- 'I‘hey note that,

_-“this article in our town newspaper is almost more than we can handle,” “Instead of bemg sorry

l

; ) and 1eav1ng quietly, he adds to it by lymg ? “We have done as you asked, and not sa1d anythmg

ST Mons1gnor Schwaegel the Vlee-Chanceller of the DIOCESE responded to. the | _

T letter o June 25, 1982 Sehwaegel stated, “I can cexta,mly understand your dlﬁiculty in
| p acceptlng the manner in whlch Father [KOWNACKI] descnbes hlS tenmnatlon at Salem and
| o new aSngnment at Cobden . He encourages them to “let bygones be bygones » Sehwaegel goes

| Jjon to'state, “T am senyf that Tather [KOWACKI] had to leam his lesson at the expense of

-causmggnefteyouandyourfamﬂy” - o

5‘&. ‘ The DIOCESE actlvely eoncea]ed KOWNACKI’S sexual abuse at St Theresa s

Pansh speelﬁcally mcludmg 1ts lmowledge of the sexual abuse of three minors, possxbly |
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5 _mfomattor_l_ he had

' including K.C., by asking the parents of the minor boy not to tell anyone of the abuse, by

misrepresenting to the parents of the freshman boy that these were the first instances of sexual

abuse perpetrated by KOWNACKI; by failing to repudiate or correct the misrepresentations

‘made by its agent,"I{OWNACKI, to the press of Salem, I1linois, regarding the. circumstances of

h_is reassignment to St. J ose_phfs Parish in Cobden, Illinois. The misrepreeentations aided the

DIOCESE in its plan to reinsert KOWNACKI into a new per.ish in another part of the DIOCESE

a'rid again hold out KOWNACKi as a priest fit to conduct the Catholic ministry there on behalf . -
* of the DIOCESE, a prlest of good moral character, and an appropnate person to be around minor

chrldren and provrde counselmg and mentonng to the youth of the pansh while concealmg the o

history of sexual abuse commrttad by KOWNACKI from the new parrsh

| 59 'Ihxs pattern was repeated when the DIOCESE subsequently transferred

"KOWNACKI ﬁom panshes at Harrisburg, Ilhnors in 1984 and Valmeyer Illmcus in 1986 due to

g further allegatlons of i mappropnate conduct with minors.

. 60.. KOWNACKI was assrgned to minister to the sick and elderly in 1987 untrl he,

‘was remOVed from mmlstry by the DIOCESE Revww Board in 1995

.61, The Rev1ew Board was establlshed in March of 1993. Margre Mensen was

: appomted as’ the Rewew Boarrd Adt:mmstra,tor by Blshop Keleher. HoWevcr Brshop Gregory did,
" not grve KOWNACKI’S ﬁle to Mensen to 1nvest1ga1e until much Tater in 1994 (11; was not at the
: :begmnmg of her term) 'I'he Revrew Board pohcy reqwrod that 1f an aliega‘uon came forward

- 3 ) _withln three deys the Blshop had fo notrfy the Board of the allegatlon and: glve whatever

’62'. The Revrew Board dld not receive all of the documents m the DIOCBSE’

S possesswn rogardmg KOWNACKI’ sexual abuse and misconduct Blshop Gregory -gave

L]
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Mensentwo letters from KOWNACKI to Gina Trlmblc Parks which were written afierthe
meetlng documented. by MOHSIgﬂOl‘ Sullivan. The Rcwew Board never recechd the Transcnpt

of Monsignor Sullivan’s not_es from 1973.- Mensen was not aware of the allegations regarding

the 14 year old girl at Washington Park and she would have been obligated to follow up if there -

was a name of a victim, Mensen had not seen all the:documents regarding the allegations against :

- KOWNACKI from St;'fheresa’s in 1982.
- 63. - Atall times:prior to and following th¢ sexnai a_buSe of KC comrnittéd by
KOWNA'CKI the DIOCESE by and through tts-agents and employees, has actively.
._ mxsrepresented concealed and w1thheld matenal facts from the lalty of the DIOCESE mcludmg

K C., regarding the nUmMeroys complamts of KOWNACKI sexually abusmg chlldren, posstbly

1nclud1ng K.C., throughouthis career as pnest with the DIOCESE

64. - The DIOCESE mlsrepresented concealed and withheld these material facts ﬁ'om . :

the lalty of the DIOCESE, mcIudmg K.C., with the intent of concsallng its role i 1n enablmg

KOWNACKI to continnally sexually abuse chlldren
. 65, K.C.owill be prejudlced by the nnsrepresentattons and concealment commiitted by

the DIOCESB, if'the Statute: of Limitations.and/or Statute of Repose.ate invoked to bar his ..
claims. | L |
66. K C. pleads that thc DIOCESE is. equltably estopped from ratsmg the statute of

hmltatlons or statute of repose as an afﬁnnatlve dcfense Further, the- tollmg of the statute of

r-hmltatlons and statute of 1 rcpose hasbeen delayed based on the--doctrlne of equ:table tolhng, the

tolhng prov::nons contamed in the Chﬂdhood Sexual Abuse Act (the “CSAA”) 735 ILCS 5/ 13— .

R

202 Z(d- 1)(2003) and the fraudulent conceahnent statute 735 ILCS 5/ 13-215
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: opportunlty for exerclsmg such control

to control KOWNACKI or to prevent hnn ﬁom mtentlonally harnnng others of from eonductmg
| -hunself a"s to ereate an unreasonable rxsk of b.odﬂy injury to_» others by one or more of the

. -follomng neghgent acts and/o 0 omlssmns |

—‘-*- T LT ".j':--“:":"."-"'.“:"'." T or 1mpose any negatlve employment eonsequences as a result of hls prmr acts UTRURRITR

.. COUNTI.NEGLIGENCE -
‘(Restatement (Second) of Torts § 317)

‘For Count I of his Compiaint, Plaintiff states as follows:

1.-66. K C hereby repeats realleges and mcorporates by reference the precedmg

paragraphs 1- 66 of this Complamt as though fully sot forth herein.
- 67, Asof Apnl 27, 1973 the DIOCESE knew or reasonably should have known that

KOWNACKI suﬁ'ered from a pedophlhc mental disorder and alcohohsm or that KOWNACKI
otherwme exhlblted dangerous propensmes and that KOWNACK.I was a danger to ninors.

68, Despzte thls knowledge, Blshop Zuroweste appomted KOWNACKI as Pastor of

K St ThereSa S“Pansh eﬂ‘ect:lve November 8 1973.

- 69. That at all nmes relevant to the cause of actlon, KOWNACKI ‘was on the

'premlses of St 'I‘heresa s Parish as an agent, servant of the DIOCESE and using said premlses in

.- hisrole as pansh pnest under the direction of the DIOCESE

. '_70."' - That at al] times re]evant thereto the DIOCESE knew or'had reason to know that }

lt had Ahe. ablhty to contro] KOWNACKI and knew or should have known of the nececsﬂy and ‘

- 71 'I'hat in v1olanon of its duty, the DIOCESE falled to exercise reasonable care so as

-t

" a. Retalned KOWNACKI asa parlsh prlest and falled to tennmate , reprimand,

of sexual abuse of mlsconduct

b Falled fo adequately monitor and supervise | KOWNACKI in hm performance
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2. -

-of his duties as parish priest and allowed TKOWNACK.I to have unsupervised

oontaot with nﬁnors v(rhen it knew of past incideots and allegations of sexual -
' abuse or m1sconduct involving m:lnors, and
“c. Entrusted KOWNACKI with aceess to and control of St Theresa’s School,
B Church Rectory, and patish grounds and failed to police St. Theresa s.School,
| "Church Rectory, and parish grounds to prevent KOWNACKI from sexual]y
abusmg children and domg harm to othens, mcludlng K.C.
a . Thatas a d1rect and/or proximate result of’ the conduct of the DIOCESE as‘

descnbed herem, K C has sustamed sever and permanent psychologlcal 1n_1u1'1es 1ncludmg buit -

not lmnted ta, post traumatic stress dlsorder and major depressmn, as aresult thereof he has and

~ will continue to experience:

' a)" ‘Mental pain and suﬁ"ering_;
b  Emotional distress;
¢)  Loss of anormal life; and

' d) _ ,Medical anci counseling expenses.

- _'WH{EREFORE K.C. prays for Judgment agamst the DIOCESE m a sum reasonable and

equltable and in excess of $50 000 to fairly compensate hnn for the m_]unes and damages

- sustained, plus costs of suit.

WILLFUL AND WANTON NEGLIGENCE .

' For Count I of his Complamt Plamtlﬁ states as foilows

S EE -70 K C hereby repeats, realleges and mcorporates by reference the precedmg

: . _paragraphs 1-70 of ﬂns Complamt as though fully set forth herem

71, That in violation of its duty, the DIOCESE falled to exerclse reasonable care 5o as
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to contyol KOWNACKI or to prevenf him f‘rom-intenﬁonally-hamning others or.from conducting” -

hims‘elfas 10 create an unreasonable risk of bodily injury to ‘others by one or more of the .
:fo]lowing willful, wanton, and/or fecklese acts and/or omissions: |
| a, 'Retaioed KOWNACKI as a parish priest and failed to terminate, reprimand,
or impoée any negative employment consequences as a result of his prior acts

of séxual abuse or misconduct;

b. Failed to adequately monitor and superviss KOWNACKI in his performange - . |

- of bis duties as parish prigst and allowed KOWNACKI to have unsupervised

contact W1th minors when it knew of past m(:ldents and allegatlons of sexual -

abuse or mlsconduct mvolvmg minors;. and
© Entrusted KOWNACKI with acosss o and conirol of St Therosa’s School,

Church Rectory, and pansh grounds and fa11ed to pohce St. Theresa s School,

.Church Rectory, and pansh grounds 1o prevent KOWNACKI from sexually | '

abusmg clnldren and domg ham to others, mcludmg K. C

7- . 72 That as a direct and/or prommate result of the conduct of the DIOCESE as

‘ | descnbed herem, K C has sustamed sever and permanent psychologlcal m_]unos, 1nclud1ng but

| | not Inmted to » post traumauc stress dlsorder and maJ or depressmn, asa result thereof he has and

| _wﬂl contmue to expenence

. a) Menta! pam and suﬁermg,

b)' o Emoﬁonal chstress,

©) - Loss of aormal life; and
d)  Medical and couneelhlg.e}epenees.

73, _T‘hat- thie conduct of the DIOCESE, by and ﬂifougl}_'iﬁs_ agents and empioyeeé,JaS :
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- "'ﬁlture plus costs of suit.

_3—— e For Count I of his Comp"lamt Plamtnﬂ" states as follows:™

des_(:i*ilied al)ove constituied a violation of trust or confidence and/or was willful and wanton,
showing eomplete ,iodiﬂ'erenoe'to Or cOnscious dieregard for the sefety atld wellbeing of K.C. and
others. | |
74.  With respect to the acts and/or omissions giving rise to.liability, either:
a. | “The DIOCESE, throughits management, authorized the doing and the |
manner of the act of omission; or | '
b The employee responsible for the act or omissiorl wag unfit, and the_.

DIOCESE was reckless i in employmg him; or

C. The act or omission was that of a managenal employee who was actmg in -

[ riee - P T

the scope of h1s employment or .

d. The DIOCESE through its management ot managenal employee, ratlﬁed '

of approved the act or omlssmn

75. Justloe and the publ:c good require an awa:rd of pumt,lve or exemplary damages in

suoh sum w]neh will sérve to punish the DIOCESE and to deter the DIOCESE from like

' concluct

WHEREFORE K C. prays for Judgment agamst the DIOCESE in a sum reasonable and DA

' qultable and in excess of $50,000 to faxrly compensate h1m for the i mjunes and. damages

:Sustamed and in addmon, exemplary amounts sui:’ﬁclent to punish and deter such conduct in the '

- 1. 66 K.C. hereby repeats, realleges ancl mcorporates by reference the precedmg

' 'pai‘agraph_s 1‘-66- of this Complaint as though fully set forth .herem. |
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serve as Pastor of St Theresa 'S Parlsh were false

67. . Bishop Zuroweste appointed KOWNACKI as Pastor of St. Theresa’s Parish,

effective November 8, 19"73. 'By the appointment, KOWNACKI was being held out by the

DIOCESE and the DIOCESE aﬁirmativ_ely represented to members of St. Theresa’s Parish,

including K.C. and his parents, that KOWNACKI was a priest fit to conduct the Catholic

*ministry there on behalf of the DIOCESE, a piiest of good moral character, and an appropriate

person to be around minor children and provide counseling and mentoring to the youth of the |

.. Parish;.

. 68..  The representanens made by the DIOCESE concemmg KOWNACKI’ ﬂtness fo

| 69, At a,ll times herem, the DIOCESE by and through lts agents and employees, |

mcludmg Blshop Zuroweste and Morisi gnor SuIllvan, knew or should have known that these -

representatlons were false

70.  K.C. (and his parents) believed and jusuﬁably rehed oh’ the representatlons of the

 DIOCESE coneermng KOWNACKI’s fitness to serve as Pastor of St Theresa’s Parish by

,' contmmng to be active members of St. Theresa’s Pansh and allowmg KOWNACKI to minister

. _;tn them s their pansh pnest and by K.C havmg unsupemsed contact. w1th KOWNACKI

, -_ 7 ; At all tlmes herem the lalty of the DIOCESE mcludmg K.C. and his parents, _

' reposed great trust and conﬂdence in the DIOCESE mcludmg the Blshop and clergy acung on- - -
R " its behalf 50 that the DIOCESE through its' Blshop and clergy, gamed mﬂuenee and supenontyi R

e : "chr the 1a1ty of the DIOCESE mcludmg K.C. and his parents The relationshlp between the

e DIOCESE and K €. was ﬁduelary m nature

72.' Nelther the DIOCESE nor any of 1ts agents or em]ﬂoyees, 1nclud1ng B1shop

" 'Zuroweste ever mformed the members of St. Theresa 5 Pansh mcludmg K. C and his parents




of the prlor allegatmns of sexual mlsoonduct on the part of KOWNACKI, the reasons fOT
KOWNACKTI’s remova] as Pastor of St Martin of Tours Parish in Washmgton Park, lliinois, or
| that just prior to being appointed as Pastor of St. Theresa’s Parish KOWNACKI had undergone

" {reatment at Guest House. These we_re materia-l facts which the DIOC‘ESB intentionally withheld

and conceated from the members of St, Theresa’s Parish, including K.C. and his parents, with the -,

intent to induce them to accept KOWNACKI ‘as their Pastor.

73. The members of St. Theresa’s Parish, mcludmg K.C. and hls parents accepted .

KOWNACKI as their Pastor and K.C. had unsupervxsed contact with KOWNACKI in Justlﬁablei -

rellance on the facts as they knew them

L et e

74. K C. (and hlS parents) had no way of knowmg or any reason to know of the prior

allegatlons of sexual mlsconduet on the part of KOWNACKI the reasons for KOWNACKI’
removal as Pastor of St. Martm of Tours Parish in Weshmgton Perk, Ilh_no15, or that just pr1or 1o
- being appoihted as Pastor of St. Theresa’s Parisli KOWNACKTI had under'gone- &eatinent_a_t' '-
- Guest House. | - o

75.. Asa dn‘ect and/or proxunate result of the mlsrepresentatlon, concealment andlor

. ) thhholdmg of matenal facts by the DIOCESE K. C was a v1ctnn of c]nldhood sexual abuse at ..

- f_ the bands of KOWNACKI

- 76. Whlle K C Wwas a panshloner, an alter boy, a worker and a parumpant in -

- _ rehgsous/educatlonal programs at St 'Iheresa 5 Cathohc ‘Chuorch and Sehool in Salem, Illmme .

o 'under the dn‘ectlon and/ or superwsmn of KOWNACKI KOWNACKI was wewed asa spmtua]

;-leeder, teacher and oounselor routlnely bemg present and 1nteractmg w1t11 mmors K C

| : 'developed great admuahon, {rust, reverence respect, obedlence and J:ehglous obed1ence to -

[ KOWNACKI who K C. eons1dered an alter christz honored ﬁ'iend and rehglous mentor in




: pﬁparﬁtion'for K.C.’s initiation into various Romén Catholic sé(:rameﬁts and K.C.’s
-contemplation of enteﬂng into. the priesthood.. | | |
~ 77. The DIOCESE, by and through KOWNACK], its aéent and employee, made the
following representations of fact: |
| a)  Represented toX.C.thata sexﬁal 'i'elaﬁonship between a priést and a minor was
16t harmful or injur‘ioué to the plaintiff; and ‘
| 5 - o b)  Represented to K.C. that a sexual 'relaﬁonshfp between a priest and a minor was
| 'condoned by the Catholic Church; - | |
‘ . l7,8., Thc DIOCESE lcnew that these repreSentatlons were false ‘
;9 The DIOCESE by and through 1ts ofﬁcers, dlrectors or managenal employees o
. knew that KOWNACKI was maklng said rcpresentanons to'minors to induce the minorsto . |
: engage in sexual relatlons with him and the DIOCESE failed to repudlate the reprcsentatlons of '
KOWNACKI as its agent and employee. |
80, K.C.relfed onthe represcnta‘uons to his detrimest. |
81 .' Durmg the aforesaid time penod when chﬂdhood sexual abuse occurred,
- KOWNACKI an agent of the DIOCESE as the appomted Pastor of St. Theresa s Cathollc
e | Church and School in Salem, Illmms parnclpated m and assumed the respons1b111ty for the -

L t:ralmng and splntual well-bemg of K C,a mmor parlshloner, as set forth abova

82. The DIOCESE engaged i exu:eme and ouirageous conduct by appomtmg

S . KOWNACKI as Pastor of St. Thercsa s Parish and represcntmg that he wes PneSt vho wasfit - .. -

= .ﬂ)r those_ dutles w]nle conceahng and w1thholdmg mformatlon about hlS hlstory of sexual o
Imsconduct ﬁ‘om the mcmbers of St Theresa s Parzsh, mcludmg K. C |

- 83, The DIOCESE knew, based KO‘WNACKI’S lnstory of sexual abusc and

o8
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* misconduct ‘pl‘ior to the appointment at St. Theresa’s Parish, that there wos a high probability that
- KOWNACKI would soxually abuse children of the.‘parish and that the sexual abuse suffoi:ed by
the ‘chiidren would cause: s'e'vere emotional distress, | |
84. lTlllat as'a-direct and/or proximate result of ﬂle conduct_ of the DIOCESE as .
! déso‘ribed herein, K.C. has sustained sever and permgnent psycl;o]ogical injuries, including but
o ‘not limited to, post traumatic siress diSordef and major-depression, as a result ﬂl_orcof he has and
- wﬂl continue to 'exper'ienco: :
" 8) ‘Mental pain and suffering;:
| b) Emotional distress;
" Lo ol s an
d) "M'edicafl anid coonseljng- exoenseé-. : | |
'__ 85 'I"hiit the condﬁ'ct of the DIO CESE by 'and through its‘agents and employees, as
doscnbed above constituted a v1olat10n of trust or conﬁdence and/or was Wlllfu] and wanton,
- showing complete indifference to or conscious dlsregard for the. safety and wellbeing of K. C and ‘
: _pﬂlers. | N |
o 86 " With respect to the acts and/or OmISSIDIIS glv1ng rise to hab111ty, oxther
| ‘A ’Ihe DIOCESE through its management authonzed the domg and thc
3 manner of the act or onusswn, or |

b . The employee responmble for the act or omlsswn was, unﬁt and the

'DIOCESE was reckless in omploymg hnn, or '

ararai A m e de i e — e

c. The act or omxssmn was that of a managenal employee who was actmg 1n .

'; .the scope e of his employment or -

,d. The DIOCESE 1hrough its management or managenal employoe, 1at1ﬁed f




or appro.ved the act or omission.

87. Justlce and the public good require an award of punitive or exemplary damages n

7 sneh sum which will serve to punish the DIOCESE and to deter the DIOCESE from like

fconduot |
WHEREFORE, K.C. prays Judgment against the DIOCESE, in a sum reasonable and

' equltablc and in excess of $50,000 to fairly. compensate him for the injuries and damages

- sustained, and in addrtron, exemplary amounts sufficient to punish and deter such conduct inthe . .

" future, plus costs of suit.

e - CEVLA CONSPIRACY
g For Count 1V of his Complarnt Plaintiff states as follows:
: 1 ~66. K C. hereby repeats, realleges and incorporates by reference the precedmg

paragraphs 1-66 of ﬂns Complamt as though fully set forth herein.

'67. As of Aprll 27, 1973 the DIOCESE knew or reasonably should have known that .

: KOWNACKI suffered from a pedophlhc mental drsorder and alcoholisru or that KOWNACKI
,otherwrse exhlbrted dangerous prOpensmes and that KOWNACKI was a. danger to rmnors
| 68. | Dunng K Cs chrldhood commencmg in 1974 and contlnumg untll 1977 at St.
' | Theresa s Sehool Church and/or Rectory, and whlle travelhng 0 vanous locat:lons, meluding
: -‘Washmgton, D C and New York KOWNACKI repeatedly sexually abused K.C. by touchmg or

: .fondhng K C 5 genltaha and engaglng in oral sex wrth K. C

69 '_ Pnor to 1973 and thereaﬁer the DIOCESE through Blshop Zuroweste Brshop

e Wurm, BlShOp Keleher, Brshop Gregory, Monsignor . Bernard Su"ﬂlvan;, Monsngnor Joseph..‘ btaieh

Schwaegel and Monsrgnor James Margason, and mdmdual prlests and clergy members, :

. 'knovnngly and voluntamly entered mto a consplracy and/or agreement wrth KOWNACKI Ce e
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individually and for his own'person interest and benefit, and others, including the Holy See and

other Dioceses of the Roman Catholic Church, to:

70

a. Conceal and suppress the facts known to them and other conspirators of sexual

‘abuse of ehildren' and ofher misconduct committed by priests and .clergy -

-employed by the _DIO.CESE, including KOWNACKT;

. Protect priests and clergy associated w1th and employed by the DIQOCESE,

mcludmg KOWNACKI. from criminal mvestlgatlon and/or prosecutlon for sexual

abuse of mmors and

. A391gn pnests and cIergy to new panshes When reports or allegatmns of sexual_

abuse and mzsconduct would surface, wh11e makmg mlsrepresentatlons to both the

new and old parishes to conceal and hide the allegations of misconduct. -

The purpose of the conspxracy was:

; To protect the DIOCESE frem negatlve pubhclty and embarrassment, to escape .
ﬁnancxal llablllty for its mvo]vement in the sexual abuse of children and other
o nrnseonduct, to hlde the issue of sexual abuse of chlldren and- nnsconduct being

| comxmtted by pnests and clergy frem lay membets of the DIOCESE and to keep )

o .all ordamed ‘priests and clergy in the semce and employ of the DIOCESE } ',

] : _'regardless of whether the pnests and clergy have commltted cnmmal -acts of g

= , 'sexual abuse against chﬂdren, and

" b “To protect the personal interest(s) ef the 1ndiv1dual pr:ests and clergy, including
o but net hnnted to KOWNACKI from crnnmal prosecutlon of then' acts of sexual B

| abuse of c]nldren and to ensure - their contmued employment with the DIO CESB in -

' splte of their acts of sexual abuse and mlscenduct
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.' 7'1, ““In furtherance of the consplracy, to the detnment of K.C. and untold o‘rhcrs, the .

DIOCESE commitied the followmg wrongful/unlawful acts and/or omissions:

8 'Rctainod and failed to supervise KOWNACKI when it knew of the necessity and

opportunity to do so;

‘b, Fraudulently represenied that KOWNACKI was fit to minister as a parish priest -

. . and was safe to have unsupervised contact with minors; and
c Fraudul entl}," cOncealed "and withheld - ifs | lﬂlowlodge of prior complaints;
‘ .allegations and incidents of sexual abuse or misconduct against KOWNACKI |
72. , Sazd conduct of the DIOCESE in ﬁlrtherance of the consplracy faclhtatcd and
allowed KOWNACKI access and the opportlmlty to sexually abuse K C.
c 73 That as a d1reot and/or proxnnate resuit of the conduct of the DIOCBSE as .
described herem, K.C. has sustained sever and permarient psychologlcal m_]unes including but
-Tot Imuted to, post u*aumatlc stress dlsorder and maj or depressmn, asa result thereof he has and
will contlnue 0 expcnence | |
| a) Mental pain and sui'foring; |
). Binbtional disress;
'CJI"LIOS'S'of a normal lifc' and. |
--d) Medlcal and counseling cxpenses |
o 74 That the conduct of thc DIOCESE by and through 1ts agcnts and employees, as-
v : described abo'Ve constltuted a v1olat10n of trust or: conﬁdence and/or was willful and wanton,
| showmg complete mdlffcrencc To or consclous dlsregard for the safety and wellbemg of K.C.and

others..

75, With respeot o the acts and/or. omissions giving rise to liability; cither:

Dame S 4
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a. 'The DIOCESE through its management, authorized the domg and the manner of ..
the act or omission; or .

b. The employee responsible for the act or omission wasunfit, and the DIOCESE

wasreekless in employmg him; or
; c ‘ The act or omission-was that of a managerial employee who was acting in the |
scope of his employment or
d. The DIOCESE through its management or managenal employee, ratified or
approved the act.or omlssmn _
76. _ Justlce and the pubhc good requlre an award of pumtlve or exemplary damages in
such sum Whlch Wﬂl serve to punish'the DIOCESE and to deter the DIOCBSE ﬁ'om llke
' conduet _ | ' .
WHEREFORE K C. prays _;udgment agamst the DIOCESE in a sum reasenable and
- equltable and in excess of $50, 000 to falrly compensate him for the mjunes and damages
sustained, and in addmon, exemplary amounts sufficient to pumsh and deter such conduct in the
future plus costs. of suit. | | |

Respectfully Submltted
TBR & WIGGINT ON PC..

/ © J. Michael Weilmuenster .
' ILNo: 6197044

. J. Brian Manion

. 'ILNo: 6283455
":'Attomeys for P]alnﬁﬂ‘ CIRETTTO L T e TR
3201 West Main Street . e
- . Belleville, IL: 62226 .
. (618)257-2222 —Phone
T (618) 2572030~ Fax -
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