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Phe mltidisciphinary tenm. which ceports o Smith, is composed of seven local and
il wihienities i the aren of child sexunl abuse ml\*lmluu- W forensic psychiatnst, a
payehinlogial whier apiecinlizes in evalunting and lll‘nlll!;',‘ sexual ni'i‘cmlmx, a padiatnean who
F:‘iul‘q l-h'r Child I'rfm-rti‘tm Progeam at St Christopher's Tospital for Cluldren, twe f’h"
Philadelpdig detectives from the Specinl Victims Unit, and two  tormet Phaladelphia assistant
diatriet it pesys '

ot Ahe multidiseiplinary tenm has located, pathered and reviewed more than 400,000 pages
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”.’ relevant doctments, identified, located and interviewed 227 WIDESSES, aCToss the )attes
Shates il i several foreign countries, and conducted countless site visits 1o panshes and
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schools where incidents wete alleged 10 have occurred. Many cases olved a scarch
additiomal svidence incloding yearbooks, parish records, photographs and publie documents.
o cnses dated ns far back in time as 40 yoars, which posed siprificant v estsatt s
challepppes :

Mis Sinith said, “We took care 1o develop a process that is thorough, impartial and tur. We

pecapiize it allegations of child sexual abuse can be incendiary in nature. The stakes are high
for both the acensed and the accuser,  Moreover, most child sexual abuse cases urm o
credibility  the evaluation of word  against word,  Accordingly, the process  must be
Ptk inigly detailed. s integrity is demonstrated by an exhaustive search for corroboraiion - &
synthiesis af withess interviews, documents and any additional available evidence, all of whieh
st b analyzed in light of the expertise of the multidisciplinary team.™

When e multidiseiplinary team forwarded its completed investigations to the Archbishop. e
asked thie Archdiocesan Review Board to also review the cases and to provide hum with 2
recommendation, In the past year the Review Board added nine new members, some of whom
were appointed by Archbishop Chaput and some by Cardinal Justin Rigalt. New Review Board
members include a professor of forensic psychiatry, a former chiet in the child abuse unit of the
Philudelphia District Attorney's office and a member of the Commonwealth of Pennsvivama
Sexunl Offender Assessment Board,

Not 4l of the administrative leave cases were announced today. Of those 26 men removed from
aetive ministry lagt yenr six of the 26 cases are being held by law entorcement for further review.
In addition, two more of the 26 cases were recently released by law enforcement and are
currently under investigation by the multidisciplinary team.

Of the remaining nine cases, all investigations are complete and are pending examination by the
eview Board or a final decision by Archbishop Chaput. Due to the ongoing process there is no
indieation s to when the resolutions of the remaining cases will be made, however the
Archdiocese hopes to announce them as soon as possible,

“I've heen In Philadelphin for less than a year, and Uve tried as quickly as pessible o
understand il of the many lssues facing our local Chureh,™ said Archbishep Chapuc
“During that time, dealing with sexual abuse and protecting children has beew-—and will
remnin 4 top priority for me and for this Archdiocese. Qur actions, including these
outeomes and the steps we have tuken to improve our policies and procedures, show thae
we huve lesrned from the past. No lesson from the sexual abuse scandal is mere importans
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