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GERALDO Transcript #303

The Church’s Sexual Watergate?

Alr Date: November 14, 1988

GERALDO: Thank you. A waming right away to parcnts, This
program is about sexual misconduct, s¢xual misconduct by
priests. It’s about clerics committing child molestation. And per-
haps most importantly, this program is also about an alleged
cover-up by the Catholic church of this scandal. It’s a cover-up
_that's allegedly going on right now. Is there 8 sexual Watergato
going on within the church? Milton says yes. His doctor's say he
was sexually molested over 200 times by his priest, **Allan’’ was
repeatedly raped by a priest over a {wo and @ half-ycar period.
Whilc Greg was sexually abuscd as an aluar boy.

In the world of religion, within the sanctificd walls of the

church, is there a sexual Watcrgate going on? That’s the question

that’s the focus of this cdition of Gcmldo
[Titles]

This is gomg, lobea Lwo-partcr Over the course of the next
two days we're going to be examining the issuc of the sexual
abuse of young children by their pricsts and by their preachers.
Tomorrow we'll deal with a sex ring recently broken up by police
that was being run by several Pentecostal preachers who got their
young victims from their own congregations.

But today’s focus is the Catholic clergy. There about 53,000
priests in this country to administer to the spiritual needs of the
nation's 54 million Catholics. Now, most of these men, all of
them swom 10 celibacy, are devole and dedicated and rightcous

nle, This show, though, is about the two percent who are

bhiles, sexually addicted to young children. Listen (o this.
\, -kingly, for the last four years, once cach week, a case has
surfaced alleging pricstly perversion.

Before we meet some of the yOung victims, here are some:

reeent examples.
[voice-over] Every lnght casls & shndow, and the light which
illuminales our souls is no diffcrent if we don't use that light
1o uproot the evils that can hide in the highest places.

This Roman Catholic pricst, Father Gilbert Gothey [?), con-
fesses ruping or sodomizing at lcast 37 children, For over a
dozen years his supervisors knew of his sexual attraction to
young boys but continucd (o let him minisier o youngsters,
That happened ncar Lafayette, Louisiana. But it also happened
in southcasl Pennsylvania, where Reverend Thomas ‘Bender
[7] plcaded guilty to repeatedly molesting a young boy. That
boy was nine when he met the father, a choir boy. Now seven
years later the troubled teen is confuscd, strung out on speed,
and wonders if he's a homoscxual, Similar abusc allegedly
happened to young women in New York Stte, where Father
Thomas Streetworth [?] was arrested for scxual abusc. And in
a suburban Seattle church just this month a priest was
sentenced to prison for molesting six altar boys,

These cases arc¢ all from 1988 alone, but this stuff has been
going on for years. Listen to this man, well into his 20s.

MAN: My first sexual experience was with a Catholic

priest, and I always think about that, all the time. It’s hurt

me. Bvery month, there ain’t one month that goes by that I

don’'t talk about it. I have W talk about it :

1ALDO: And what's the chureh hicrar chy doing about it?
_ & 1o a mother whose son was a pricst’s scxual victim. At
t’ irst she went to the priest’s supcrior,

MOTHER: And he told us that when the father dicd, he
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would have 10 answer 10 God. And (hat was a(u he had 1o

say on the subject. AR
GERALDO: That’s cold comfort when you know the man is
still out there still coming in contact with little boys.

We don’t know where this man is right now, He's Father
Vance Thom, and a lot of people in Jackson, Mississippi, be-
lieve he should be in prison.

This mother trusted Thom, sent her son to his school.

HELEN HERRING, Victim’s Mother: Father Thomn put

his hand in the back of [unintelligible] their pants.
GERALDO: That was two years ago. There was an investiga-
tion, more victims came forwarl. A police search tarned up
kiddie porn pictures in his rectory. An arrest warrant was
issued, but not executed, much to the police chief’s surprise.

POLICE CHIEF: I think he should have been booked.

GERALDOQO: There * evenwally Wwas an arrest, even a
psychological evaluation against Thorn, but it was all thrown
out of court. Prosccuiors refused to act, allegedly telling
parents:
JUANITA SPANN Victim’s Mother: What we're up
against here is the Catholic church, and the Catholic
church has a lot of money.
GERALDO: The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has
studicd the molestation issue, but never put the report on its
formal agenda. The report’s co-author believes many parishes
may obstruct justice by not reporting cases to authorities.

Rev. THOMAS DOYLE, Canon Law Expert: 1t’s dif-
ficult to preach the sanctity of marriage and family when at
the same time the appearance might be given of condoning
highly illicit sexual activity within our own ranks.

GERALDO: Arch Bishop Raymond Hunt Housing [?] wrots
o pastoral Ictier on the subject, read by local pricsts.
PRIEST: {reading] '*1 am writing in hopes that this silua-
tion, as painful as it is, will serve as an opportumty to
break the Cyclc of silence that perpetuates abusc in the hu-
man family."’
GERALDO: In the past four yecars, morc than 180 Catholic
clergy have accused of child molestation. Those case are
draining the church’s treasury, sapping its moral authority, and
burting the most innocent of the faithful. In Father Thom's
case, parents believe the hurting may still be going on.
Ms. SPANN: They're turning their heads. They’re letting
him walk around on the streets, when his own medical
record clearly states that this man is dangerous. Wherever
he ig now, he's destroying lives.
GERALDO: fon cameru] That was Allan’s mom, Juanita Spann,
Along with Milton Applewhite, both of these fcllows say they
were sexually molested by that same Father Thorn, the man you
just saw in the video package. But we must say, right up front, in
Father Thom's defense, for whatcver rcason, he has not yet been
found guilty by a court of law.
Ervin is Allan’s father. How do you feel about that?
ERVIN SPANN, Victim’s Father: Well, it’s devastating, really,
Geraldo. The lhing is, he should have been convicted, but the at-
tomey general of Hinds County, of the state of Mississippi,
refused to convict him, Why, I do not know.

GERALDO: Do you, sir, believe that it had something to do with

the clout, the political, the financial clout of the Catholic church?

Mr. SPANN: Absolutely. Well, T was told as much, The attomey
general met with me and my wile, and they told me that, **You're
a young black man up against the Catholic church, He's a black
Catholic priest. You and your son, your little son, and your wife,
and on thiy side the Catholic church, all the white collars, who
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will belicve you? Sce, it’s about money.” And he actually told us
this.
~=RALDOQ: Allan, maybc we'll belicve you. How old were you
‘ n you allege Father Thorn began molesting you?
~LLAN", Sexually Abused by Priest: About nine.
GERALDO: Ning years old. How did it begin?
“ALLAN": First or sccond grade, and hc start touching m¢ on my
posterior cnd and kissing on me.
GERALDQ: What'd he say 10 you as he was doing (his?
"ALLAN"; He didn't say nothing, just starting kissing on me and
swfl,
GERALDOQ: What's you say, Allan?
“ALLAN": 1 didn’t say nothing *causc I was scared.
GERALDO: What happened then? Don’t be alraid, tell us.
“ALLAN": Then th¢ Friday of spring brcuk, the secretary, Miss.
Gamer, had told me to take the mail to Father Thom—
GERALDO: Take the what, son?
“ALLAN"": The mail, to Father Thom.
GERALDQ: Right,
“ALLAN"; I knocked on his door and he said come in, 1 came in,
he picked me up and put me on his counter, started kissing all
over me¢ and putting his hand in my posterior end, I asked to go to
the bathroom. T went (o the bathroom, he was behind me, he came
in, started playing with my penis and then he started sucking it
He told me to suck him, and 1 did, T was scarcd. Then he tricd to
stick his penis in my posterior end, but he couldn't.
GERALDO: Dad, how do you feel about that? How do you fcel
hearing your son telling you this story?
Mr. SPANN: It's devastating, Geraldo, I'll 1ell you. I feel terrible
't it, because— well, when you Iook at it from me perspective,
. hing just tore my family apart, brought and my wifc to the
point of separation. But most of all, the cffect that Father Thorn
had on this child was passed along to my other son, T also have a
five-year-old son. And this is how I discovered the incident, real-
ly. This child was supposcd to be drawing a bath for the younger
kid, and I noticcd it was taking a long time, so I went in, you
know, went into the bathroom and there they were, you know, this
child molcsting the younger child. So at that point, you know — it
was a hurting thing really — but I went in. I couldn't say any-
thing, so I 1old my wile, and then we sat Allan down and talked to
hiin, we discussed it. And it scemed as if he was so afraid, you
know, that he couldn’t really tel! us what was happcnmg. But
finally he did tell us and said that the father at the church was the
one that taught him these things,
GERALDO: The same¢ man, Milton, who molested you.
MILTON APPLEWHITE, Sexually Abused by Prlest: I was
14 years 01d at the time, in 1980. I was coming fsom schoo! one
duy, me and another fricnd of mine, and he introduced me 1o him,
And be askced me how old T was, and I told him. And he asked me
did I want 10 do a little work, and I told him yes. And he told us,
““How about coming back here Saturday morning. I'll sce what I
can do for you."" And I did return, And I cut the yard, the church
yard, and the school! yard [or a period of time¢. And gradually, later
on, I was’in the living room of the reclory and he was in the of-
fice, I was watching TV, and all of a sudden he come back there.
And I was on one end of the couch and he was on the other end.
And [ was looking at TV and all of a sudden he had donc came
on my cnd and started kissing on me and fiddling with my

GERALDO: Okay, hold the rest of the story. This is the same
guy-—

Mr. SPANN: Absolutely,

GERALDO: —you allege. It's & problem that is incredibly wide-
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spread, a case each week for the last four years just within this
one faith, just within the Catholic church in the Unitcd Statcs.
Wc'll hear more of what happened to these and other young men.
at the hands of their priests, we will deal much more specifically
with the issue, just as alarming, if not more so, of whether or not -
there is a scxual Watergate, a cover-up going on right now within
the Catholic church, We'll be right back,
[Commercial break}
GERALDO: Over the— your cxperience, the course of your cx-
perience with this pricst, for how long did he keep this sexual re-
lationship up with you?

MILTON: From 80, from 1980 until '86. -

GERALDO: And what was your age range then?
MILTON: From 14 years old until about 17.

GERALDO: Longer thanm that.

MILTON: Ycah, [crosstalk]

GERALDO: What did he do?

MILTON: He tried to— he had me sucking his penis and—
GERALDO: So it was really, it was a total sexual relationship.
MILTON: Yeah, '

GERALDO: Starting at the age of 14,

MILTON: Yes.

GERALDO: And, Allan, for how long did the situation last with
you and this priest?

“ALLAN’": About three years.

GERALDO: Three years? You would go 1o his office, he would
force you to do certain acts.

“ALLAN'" You know, h¢ just picked me up and started kissing
on me and stufT lik¢ that.

GERALDO: And did he ever penetrate you, did he ever put him-
self inside you?

“ALLAN'": No.

GERALDO: This is Roland Lewis, Let's get some of the facts -
from the attorncy for Milion Applewhite and the Spann family.
He said that the church is covering up not just this, but other scxu-
al abuse incidents, Give us Kind of an overview of this is Father
Thom casc and as it relates to these youngsters,

ROLAND LEWIS, Attorney for Church Sex Abuse Vic-
tims; In our investigation we were able to find other individuals
that had been molesicd by this priest for any number of years, We
found a fellow in Chicago that is now approximately SO years old
thal was molested by this priest in 1955. At that time, this individ-
ual tells us, he was moved from Jackson, Mississippi, This Father
Thom was in Jackson, Mississippi, in the 19508, He was then
moved and was brought back in 1980. Now, actually, according to
some of the parcnts, they kind of put him in the ghettlo, because he
was operaling out of a neighborhood that was a ghetto. A lot of
the children that he dealt with and that he used are familics that
arc broken, people who are drug addicts. We have depositions
from young men who financed his drug habit by monics that were
paid to him by this pricsl. The cover-ups—

GERALDO: Stick with what he did. All right, now, do you allege
he raped these guys? [ mcan, is that what he did?

Mr. LEWIS: Yes. According the psychological tcsting that has
been done, he had scxual relations both orally and anally with Al-
lan for approximalcly two years. He had scxual relations with
Milon for over 250 times, And we hive any other— in our inves-
tigation, we were able to find any number of children who
reported that he had had sexual relations with them,

GERALDO: Was any of this horror reporied to church
authoritics?

Mr. LEWIS: Yes, it was. In 1985— Allan reported his in March
of 1986, In 19885, in the school where he was aticnding, it became




1

1—-15—-5S1

TUE B9 152 Jowur nnol

obvious that a sum of money had been siolen, During that time it
camc to light that the principal of the school was sieating the

woncy, and she had reported that *If you prosecule me, I'm going -

y report Father Thom involvement with little boys.'* At that time,
the testimony shows that the bishop knew about it, they did noth-
ing about it, they did not report. W¢ have testimony from a mem-
ber of the school board that said at that time, in 1985, they, the
school board, became aware of Father Thom's involvement with
little boys. However, they did nothing 10 report it, and this con-
tinucd unti! March of 1986 when Mr. Spann discovered this.
GERALDO: Do you allege, sir, that the principal motive of the
church down there in Jackson, Mississippi, was o cover-up these
cases to protect its own reputation—

Mr. LEWIS: Absoluely.
GERALDO: —rather than find out how budly hurt |hcy were and
help heal them?
Mr. LEWIS: Absolutely. And the orchestration is so dcﬁmlc and
so complicated, it would take some period of time to try to present
it here. Bu, yes, that definitcly happened.
GERALDQ: Did there come a time, sir, when (his priest was
recognized to be a pedophile by the church and was taken to St.
Luke’s Hospltal 10 b treated?
Mr. LEWIS: Afler he was indiclted— after Allan reported it, he
was indicted. They then sent him to St. Luke's Institute. He was
kept there 12 weeks. During that time it was determined, accord-
ing to their medical records, that he was a homoscxual, We finally
were able Ww obtain copies of those medical records, We have had
them evaluated, They cstablish without question he is 8 pedophile
and a hebephile [7].
“ERALDO: What's a hebephile?

'LEWIS: It's an abuser of adolcscent children.

~=<RALDO: I thought that's what a2 pedophile was. Help me.

Mr. LEWIS: The prcadolescent is primarily a pedophile, A
hebephile is an adolescent
GERALDO: So this guy was just inlo very young boys, like Al-
lan, nin¢ years old, up to MILTON's teenage ycars.
Mr. LEWIS: Yes. Not only that. The fellow that we found in Chi-
cago, who is now approximately 50 years old, said he was abusing
him in 1955, and as recently as 1985 he was calling him and
wanting (o have some contact with him.
GERALDO: So this guy was just totally oul of control.
Mr. LEWIS: Yes. At a maticr of fact, St. Luke’s report recom-
mended massive in-patient treatment for this man,
GERALDO: Mr, Spann, did the church ¢ver come to you and
say, “*Sir, we apologize for this awfu! thing that has happened.
Let us help you. Let us ally ourselves with you in this cause.””
Mr. SPANN: No, not directly. They did— once the incident was
reported, they did provide us with counseling. We had a counsclor
for a while. And what they did, they sent a bill 10 me for the
counselor. Really, that's what happencd.
Mr. LEWIS: You know, no only that. When they— finally, when
the district attomey asked some ol thos¢ people to come and
testify in 3he criminal hearing, the Spanns were billed by those
professionals for appearing at the criminal case,
GERALDQ: The church, guilty then of a cover-up.
Mr. LEWIS: Yes.

4L DO: Not only in this case, but in many of these cases.

ZWIS: There are documents that indicate that they are ac-
tivery involved throughout America and telting people how o
destroy the evidence and cover up what they're doing.
MILTON: Geraldo?
GERALDO: Go ahead, Milton.
MlLTON I tried 1o file criminal charges July of this year, and
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they refused not 10 let me file criminal charges, even thougi: la &
ycar, ‘87, they were begging me 10 try 10 file criminal charges.,
GERALDO: Who was begging you?

MILTON: The district attomney. Now 1 come back this year, the -
refused 1o let me file criminal charges.

GERALDO: You'll tell us why, we'll examine some of the docu:
ments that you state prove, or strongly indicate, that & systematic
church-wide cover-up is going on in this country, and we'll ad-
dress the question of whether or not a sexual Watergale exists,
after this break. Sty with us,

[Commercial break]

" GERALDO: Our focus, is there a sexual Wamrgaw going on in

the Catholic church.

Greg Ridel was sexually abused by his priest, beginning when
he was just a 12-year-0ld altar boy. Alongside him, his attomey
Jeff Anderson discovered that this same priest had abused 18-
other children — listen to this — over a 23-year period.

Let me ask you first, Jeff. Does what Roland is saying, does
what the Spann family is saying, does what Milton is saying,
smack of familiarity to you? Does it sound like you have heard a
similar story before?

JEFF_ANDERSON, Church for Church Sex Abuse Vic-
tim: It’s not only familiar, it's identical, There's a pattern. And
the pafiern is that on discovery of the sexual abuse by the bishop,
church authorilies, the pattem is to take the pricst out of the
parish, uanster him out of there, sometimes send him o counsel-
ing, sometimes not, but take him out of that parish and put him in
another parish,

GERALDOQ: In another world, the non-clerical world, the world
of Washington, D.C, they call that damage control, Is that what
you allege is going on within the sacred confines of the Catholic
church, sir?

Mr. ANDERSON: At a minimum it's damage control, as well as
conspiracy.

GERALDO: What did the priest do w0 you, Greg?

GREG RIDEL, Sexually Abused by Priest: Around the age
of 12 or so, he and ]I went to a YMCA. And | was an altar boy at
the time. And the first time 1 was ever touched— he asked me
first had I ever played with myself, and I said no. And he began
stroking my penis in a sauna, I believe it was, at 8 YMCA. And
that's the first time anything happened. From then on it went—
things going on in the bascment of the church. There was touch-
ing of myself from him and vice versa, giving head, oral sex.
There was no anal penetration. What you might call role playing
in the rectory where the priests stay.

GERALDO: Right in the rectory.

GREG: Yes, in his room.

GERALDO: Did you tell your parents?

GREG: Not until I was 19, almost 20 ycars old.

GERALDO: Why did you wait, Greg?

GREG: He 10ld me somcthing that stuck in my head forever, and
that was, ''Don't tell anybody, You'll get in trouble and so will
L'* Atone point I asked him if it went on with anyone else, and he
said, ‘‘Greg, you ask too many questions.’

GERALDO: How did you discover, Jeff, that there 18 boys in-
volved with this guy?

Mr. ANDERSON: Greg was in prison. His parents had learned
sometime before of the abuse from him. They went to the Catho-
lic church; they’re good Catholics. Sometime after that the Catho-
lic led them 10 belicve that they would do something about it, and
they received a check in the mail for $1,600. They didn’t know
what 1o do. So another lawyer referred them to my office, and
they asked me, ‘‘What shall we do? Our son was abused and they
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sent us this check.'* I said, **Cash thai check, 1ake that money and

let me 100k at it."”* And then we started Lo mvesugatc and find out

what had happened for 23 years.
iERALDO: Briefly dclineate for us the modus operandi of this

‘.~ guy, how this priest operated,

Mr. ANDERSON: Okay. Since 1961 he'd be assigned to a
parish, and when the abuse would occur, ultimately somebody
would find out and they would go 10 the bishop. The bishop
would then transfer him. Now, in many cases the parents would
learn and they would go 10 the bishop dircctly. In those cases the
church hierarchy, usually the bishop, would make assurances to
the parents, ‘“We're going to take him out of the parish. He'll
never do this again,”” But what they would do, they would transfer
him 10 another parish or another diocese where it would repeal.
GERALDO: Let's get down 1o brass tacks here, Mr. Lewis and
Mr. Anderson. Was the motive of the church in both these cases,
in all these cases, to keep it quiet, to minimize the embarrassment,
to move them out, get to a fresh community and just pray for the
best?
Mr, LEWIS: Yes. Image, that’s what they’re primarily concerned
about, first and forcmost is image. The publications that we have
been able to obtain through discovery is image: what will it look
like? If we move 'ecm from, sepamte yoursell — in accordance
with a document (hat we now have, which we have called “‘ihe
schema,’' 197-page document that was sent o every bishop in
America. It states: ‘‘First and foremost is the image of the church.
Separate the perpetrator from the church in the eyes of the com-
munity.’”
GERALDOQ: We have a summary of the document Mr. Lewis
-vas talking about. It i, from my expcrience as an investigative
rier, an ¢xplosive document. If this is legitimate, then what it
/s is that the Catholic church was less interested in the souls
“orits parishioners, particularly these young victims, than it was in
its own image. A deplorable state if true, We'll examine this doc-
ument and 1'll take some of your questions, We Like a break,
[Commercial break]

GERALDO: [audio interference] Did Reverend Thom make you

think you were a homosexual?

MILTON: Yes, he did, because he always said, **You nccd to put

a litde more weight on your hips.”

GERALDO: It's tough, I know what you mean.

- 1st AUDIENCE MEMBER: I can understand Allan being a baby

and he didn't understand about sex, but you at 12 and you at 14, at

that age you should have known something was wrong.

GERALDO: Greg, you take a shot at it, It know it’s a tough ques-

tion, but obviously the audicnce is asking it.

GREG!: 1 was naive. My mom and dad, you know, sex was a bad

word. You know, I was never taught. And I trusted the priest. He

was — someone said *‘we were tavght.”” You were, I'm not you. [

wish I would have been taught, I wish T would have had some ed-

ucation, some *‘this is right and this is wrong."*

GERALDO: Help him out, Jeff.

Mr. ANDERSON: The power of the priest to the Catholic family,

to a 12-year=0ld altar boy, is an amount that's incredible, and what

he says goes. [unintelligible] share in the responsibility, but he

didn't know how to get out of it. He didn’t have the strength, the

ablhly or the expericnce, and that's why it’s called rape and that’s
*s criminal,

& .DO: Bravo to that, Listen, to that.

2na AUDIENCE MEMBER: Milion, you said Tast year you

wanted 10 press charges, nght? They wanted you to press cha.rges
mnd vou refised Yau tum armund and sae shie aee cieee coiem
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MILTON: Well, I was under a lot of pressure at that time, so my
antorney asked me, he said, ‘‘You don't have 10 press charges

~ right now because you're under a lot of stress at this time.”’

GERALDO: You mean personal stress,

MILTON: Yes.

3rd AUDIENCE MEMBER: This is for MILTON. When the
story first broke, did your parents belicve you, and how did the
community treat you?

MILTON: Yes, my mother believed me, and some of the people
T'm around think I'm just making up a story. They don't believe
me. They think I'm just out for the money, but I'm not. .
Mr. SPANN: Geraldo, what Milton is saying, one thing that my
son is scared— his name came out in the paper. They printed his
name in bold letters in the paper—

GERALDO: Let's just say that Allan is not his real name. He's
obviously in disguise here today, We are trying to respect his right
to privacy. How old arc you now, Allan?

“ALLAN': Twelve, '
GERALDO: Just 12 years old, already the veteran of 8 horrible
experience, So his name— his real name came out in the paper.
‘What happened?

Mr. SPANN: The way that the commun'ny and his schoolmates
treated him, you know— the thing about it, nine, 10, 11, 12-year-
old kids, you know, cverything's a joke to them in a way, you
know. And the way that he was treaed and the horror and abuse
that he went through was unbelievable. Like I said, it just
devastated the whole family, you know, to have to deal with this,
and it was every day. You can't imagine what this kid was like,
you know, before this happened to him. And now, as you can seg,
he's very reserved, but this is not his way at all. You know, he
was 8 very outgoing, outspoken, wonderful person, you know,
3rd AUDIENCE MEMBER: I am a baptized Catholic. And in
defense of my religion, why should everybody be faulted because
of the indiscretions of a few? In the first place, I am in favor of
pricsts getting married. But when you— I sit here and you talk
about all your indiscretions. It looks to me as if you were enjoying
it. If I had an encounter like that, I would do something immedi-
ately, And don't you know right from wrong? When this gentle-
man says that he came back, he was afraid to tell his parents— I
had an encounter one time with a doctor and I never went back,

" bocause I knew right from wrong. Do you people know right from

wrong?
Mr, SPANN: Let me say this.
GERALDO: Roland, help,

Mr. LEWIS: It’s not an issue of whether or not these children

know right from wrong. This is a priest, this is a father image, this
is a person in the community that says to these individuals,
“Come to me.”" He feeds them candy, he feeds them all types of
situations in life to which they've ncver been exposed. He ook
Milton oul 1o buy steaks. He courted him, He taught him 1o care
for him. [beep] still is unable to talk about what really—
GERALDO: That was his real name. We'll bleep it out. Don't
worry about i,

Mr. LEWIS: Sorry — is still unable through the therapy— both
of them have been in therapy for two and a half years: one of
them two and a half, and one a year and a half. Through therapy
they are more and more able to dcal with it But Allan, at the time
that this happened, felt responsible for Father Thomn being
brought to the scorn of the community. He felt like he had done
something wrong. It is the guilt of the individuals that makes it
impossible or difficult for them (o bring it 1n the farafrane foe o



11-15-5S1

v ssaaeart W,

 rvms snman yuw GHANEE YOUr mind?
TUE 89 1S5S4 Jour nao l

—4—

in her very passionate and her sincere way as a baptized Catholic.
Do you smear the church as an instiwtion with these several

cases? This documnent speaks of a corporale, & large-scale intent -

- if it’s the real document, if what I'm reading is litcrally true —
.0 cover up what happencd. To that extent, remembering always
that 98 percent of the priests are wondcerful men, devote and dedi-
cated men, but this document suggests that the church is not
working t0 expose the two percent, but rather to cover up, We're
going to get into the specifics of that, you'll hear a defense of the
church's position, the conversation wxll continue, We must now
take a break.

[Commercial break]

4th AUDIENCE MEMBER: 1 don't undcrstand why these
people arc blaming these victims after they've gone through a
traumatic experience such as they have,

GERALDO: Let me, 10 discuss this documient and 10 move this
discussion along, introduce the guests who join us now. John
Poothenvedle [?], from the Catholic League, is here to defend the
church. Jason Berry is an award-winning correspondent for the
National Catholic Reporter. He is the reporier who coincd the
phrase *‘sexual Watergaie.”” Welcome, gentlemen.

Let me read the summary I have of this document, and you
can tell me whether you think it's good or ill, 1t first stars; ‘‘Over
the next 10 years the liability to the church, estimating the
projected losses for the next decade in this unfolding scandal,
could be established with a limit of $1 billion.”* 1t gocs on to say
- and there's a lot of points here that I want to get to — that ¢v-
erything should be done, or seemingly 1o me, to enhance the
credibility of the church and to secure the records of the church,
<0 that, for example, if in the diocese of Juckson, Mississippi, or

" sissippi, Father Thomn had a record of sexual misconduct, they

*‘Get that record out of the church's files, get it to a secret
“wc someplace where it cannot be reached by attorneys like
Roland here, 50 the church will be protecled, the lxablhly limited,
people will think that the church did not know of the prior course
of conduct.” Is this document, Jason Berry, a smoking gun to in-
dict the church for cover-up?

JASON BERRY, “The Natlonal Catholic Reporter*': No,
and [ think Roland has given you bad information, Let me state
first that I broke this story in Lafayette. I've been writing about
this for three years. I think it’s a national disgrace. And I think
what the prosccutor in Jackson, Mississippi; Ed Peters, did is
wrong, and 1 think the Clarion Ledger newspaper in Jackson,
Mississippi, ought to investigate the case and do it thoroughly,
The document, that is not a smoking gun, was written by Ray
Mutah [?], a lawyer in Louisiana defending a Catholic pricst. He
was opposed to the cover-up that the bishop there was fabncaung

GERALDO: So there was a cover-up.

Mr. BERRY: There was a cover-up which the lawyer defending
the priest was opposed to. He wanted the bishop lo come out
front. The two other people who wrote the document were a
canon lawyer in Washington, Tom Doyle, with the Vatican Em-
bassy, and the late Mike Peterson, a priest's psychiatrist. The gist
of that document was not to sanitize records, was not 1o send
things under lock and key. 1 don’t know whether you're reading &
summary that Roland wrote, or if it's a summary from the docu-
ment that Mutah, Pelerson, and Doyle wrote. The bottom ling is,
wh they recommended was a three-pronged approach. And 1
I y it has not been followed. That's the tragedy. First: get
th. . into treatment and pay for it. Sccondly: get the priest into
treatment and consider geuing him out of the church. And thirdly:

10 atiempt at all times 10 do the morally correct thing to do as an
institution,

GERALDO: I'll quote: **Reports of alleged sexual abuse or sexu-

iong penad ol ume, T T -

GERALDO: Let me Jus: respond to something the qiestioner said

rarh i

QoA
oo & i

al misconduct, as well as records of investigations, should be kept
in a secret archive and certainly not in the diocesan archives or in
the ordinary priest's personnel files. Of paramount concemn is the
security of the diocesan records. The idea of sanitizing or purging
files of potentially damaging materials has been brought up."’

Mr. BERRY: That section was written by Tom Doyle, a canon
lawyer, Canon law says that you have 1o have a secret archive in
every diocese. What he says later in that document— that state-
ment was written — this is [unny, because I've been auacking the
church for three years on this — that statemnent was written in
responsc to what some diocesan attomeys were claiming: **Hey,
gend the stuff 1o the embassy, put it under lock and key. Under
diplomatic immunity they can't touch L. What Doyle was saying
is: **This has been suggest. If you do it, it’s going to be bad, they
could lose their d:plom:mc immunity,” It was not an attempt 10
saniiize files,

GERALDO: Are they sendmg their files to the embassy?

Mr. BERRY: No, no.

GERALDO: Can a lawyer like Jeff or Roland get those docu-
ments?

Mr. BERRY: Sure, if they're seat there. I don't see why not,
GERALDO: Do you agree, JeiI?

Mr. ANDERSON: Somctimes, sometimes. Obvmusly, if you
don’t get the document, you don’t know it exists, so it's difficult
lo know when you haven't gotien everything. But I can say that
there is a practice in the Catholic church where they maintain a
priest’s file or certain [crosstalk] exists.

GERALDO: Listen to this: “When an incident of an alleged
child molestation is reported 10 a bishop, if the incident and the
cleric’s identity rcmain confidential, the bishop may wisely
refrain from widesprcad reporting.”’ He's talking about not telling
the media, not telling the authorities.

Mr. BERRY: If a case, for example, is settled out of court, where
a family agrees to get & million dollars and lhcy re not going 10
press charges, what is the bishops — and, again, | want to express
my own irony at being in a situation of defending the church —
GERALDO: 1 know, I'm surprised.

Mr. BERRY: I am 100, What is a bishop, then, supposed to do? Is
he supposed to come out and say, **Well, we peid a million dol-
lars o these people. They're not going to prosecute the priest. |
sent the priest off 10 a mental tank. Here's his name: John Doe,*’
GERALDQO: How about suspending the pricst?

Mr. BERRY: I think they all ought to be kicked out. They ought
10 be removed [crosstalk] recycled.

GERALDO: Right But this document says — and I don't want
10 beat this dead horse — this documents says: ‘‘Because it ap-
pears as if it's a statement of guilly on the part of the church, a
finding of guilt, don't suspend him unless and until he's found
guilty in a court of law.’" And in the case of Father Thom, they
had no obligation to suspcnd him because he was never found
guilty. It says don’t do it unless you're forced to do i

Mr. BERRY: I think they had an obligation to get rid of Thom.
GERALDO: Oh, hell, yes, Okay, you have to defend the church.
Let me well you why, John. Because we asked everybody elso and
they refused to come on this program, I'11 list them after this com-
mercial break, and then you'll take up the cause of defending the
church. We must take a breuk.

[Comumerclal break] '

GERALDO: On this question of whecther or not a sexual
Watcrgate exists within the church, I wanted to divide the two
programs today and tomorrow: today doing the Catholic church,
omorrow dealing with this alleged sex ring amongst Pentecostal
preachers, and divide it in that neat way. We have run nie nfrime
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today. We're not going 1o be ablc to gct to John's eloquent
defense of the church today. He will start tomorrow's program.

He will have absolute equal time, in that scnse, to dcfend the |

wurch's position. We'll also be dealing with the Pentecostal
_reachers and that sex ring.
Jason, tell us right now why you called this 2 sexual
Watergate,
Mr. BERRY: In refercnce to the Catholic ¢hurch, I think the pro-
gram is that for generations celibacy has been assumed as a stand-
ard all priests could live by, Celibacy does not causc men to
molest children. But clearly what has happened in the last genera-
tion is that the celibate environment has broken down. There are
reports and studies I've seen that cstimate 40 percent of the Cath-
olic pricsts today are homosexuals, about half of them sexually
active. 1 would not at all suggest thut all gay men are child
molesters, but the vast majority of child molestation cases involy-
ing priests ar¢ with young boys. And, you know, the work of law-
yers, like Jeff and Roland, has been the reason why this stuff has
come out. It is rcally a conflict, in my opinion, between a monar-
chal governing sysiem by the church, centurics old and very dig-
nificd in many ways, and democracy, which has a court sysitem
and a free press. And the tragedy is that T think the bishops of this
country have chosen 1o sort of defend what they perceive Lo be an
image of the church, when in fact I think most Catholics realize
that priests are human, that they should be able o marry, and that
there’s a reason why women couldn't better serve.
GERALDO: We've gotta take another break. I've squeczed
myselfl out of time. Let’s do that in a hurry and then we'll say
goodbye. Then tomorrow tune in again.
[Commercial break]
“SRALDO: Can all you gentlemen stay for tomorrow's prograrh,
117 Thank you. Greal. You wantcd to respond 10 something
- tady said.
GREG Yes, thank you. I'd like 10 respond to what you said,
Pricsts look for naive, uneducated, and loncrs. As far as boys
are— I don't know if they look for'girls 100, but that’s what they
look for, Whether I was uncducated or not is not important. That's
what they look for. And they're out there and they necd to get put
somewhere where they can get help too. 1 believe that, personally,
I belicve everyone can be helped.
GERALDO: Tomorrow, John Poothenvedle's cloguent defense
of the church, and then the Pentecostal aspect of the scandal. Stay
with us, I mcan tomorrow. Sec you then, [Fade o credits]
Part II of the church’s sexual Watcrgate, tomorrow. Pleasc
tune in. See you. Thanks for watching. Byc byc,
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