We respectfully direct this letter to attention of:

His Holiness Pope Francis
Thomas Cardinal Collins, Archbishop of the Toronto
Gerard Paul Bergie, Bishop of Diocese of St. Catharines

The residential school system in Canada resulted in the abuse, trauma and even death of an
incredible number of Indigenous people. This type of trauma spans generations and continues
to deeply affect many even today. Recently, the discovery of the unmarked and unidentified
remains of 751 Indigenous children at the site of the former residential school in Cowessess,
Saskatchewan, 215 in Kamloops, British Columbia and the more than 100 found at the site of a
former residential school in Brandon, Manitoba. These are just three instances of the countless
pieces of evidence of heinous acts including rampant sexual abuse, emotional abuse, physical
abuse, forcible removal of children from their parents, neglect, and malnutrition committed at
these schools.

These schools were run at the will of the Canadian government by various Christian
denominations. Many of these schools were run and administered by Catholic orders, priests
and nuns. The things that were done to the victimized children were disgusting and not a part of
our faith. Nonetheless, the abusers in these Catholic run schools were acting as members and
representatives of the Church. Nothing can undo the harms done to the victims and their
families of these crimes. Our faith calls on us to treat all of God's creation with respect and
dignity. The residential schools, including those run by operatives of our Catholic Church,
treated the Indigenous children that were entrusted in their care without respect or dignity. They
were treated as less than human and this was done by people who were at the time acting in
the name of the Church. We acknowledge that the Vatican did not explicitly direct the exact
treatment of these children but there is no arguing that these crimes against children and
families were perpetrated by members of our Church and at times covered up or condoned by
other members of our Church. This letter is not a condemnation of our faith or the Church as a
whole. In fact, it is our faith in action as we are trying to start the process of reconciliation with
our brothers and sisters in God by condemning actions by some that are the complete antithesis
of what Jesus calls us to do.

We are calling on the Church to officially apologize for the role of some of its clergy in the
systemic and abhorrent abuse of the Indigenous children of the residential school system in
Canada. Jesus calls on us to do what is right. The only morally correct path forward is for the
Church to accept its role and do what it can to ease the continued grief and suffering of the
Indigenous people of Canada. This includes a formal apology and the release of any and all
documents from these schools. Failure to accept responsibility will only exacerbate the pain
and suffering of these families and tarnish the image of the Church. We are asking the Church
to act in the way that Jesus taught us and in the way that we do our best to teach our students
to act; with honour, integrity, love and in the image of Christ.

We, the undersigned educators of the Niagara Catholic District School Board, look forward to



your response with hope.
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