
5/13/2021 John McCracken Obituary (2012) - Oakland, CA - East Bay Times

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/eastbaytimes/obituary.aspx?n=john-t-mccracken&pid=155758055 1/5

John T. McCracken

 Send Flowers  Share

Monsignor John T. McCracken 1918-2012 Resident of Danville, CA The

oldest and longest serving priest of the Diocese of Oakland, Msgr. John T.

McCracken died peacefully at St. Isidore Rectory, Danville, CA on

February 1, 2012. Monsignor was born in Palo Alto on July 8, 1918, the

eldest son of Thomas and Margaret McCracken, natives of Ireland. He

attended St. Agnes School in San Francisco and studied for one year at

Sacred Heart High prior to entering St. Joseph's High School and College

Seminary in 1933. Monsignor was ordained by Archbishop John Joseph

Mitty for the Archdiocese of San Francisco on September 23, 1944 after

completing four years of theological studies at St. Patrick's Seminary,

Menlo Park. The newly ordained priest was �rst assigned to St. Augustine

Church in Oakland and served there for four years prior to attending

Catholic University in Washington to obtain a Master's Degree in Social

Work. Msgr. McCracken spent the next twenty-�ve years in social work

https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/name/john-mccracken-funeral-flowers/p155758055/?affiliateId=3811&pm=205
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/eastbaytimes/obituary-search.aspx?affiliateid=3811&stateid=7
https://www.legacy.com/
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/eastbaytimes/


5/13/2021 John McCracken Obituary (2012) - Oakland, CA - East Bay Times

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/eastbaytimes/obituary.aspx?n=john-t-mccracken&pid=155758055 2/5

and was founding director of Catholic Charities of Oakland (now of the

East Bay), along with seven years of teaching nurses medical ethics. He

supported a summer ministry for poor children at Fr. Phillip's Sunshine

Camp in Mendocino County. In recognition of his services, he was

appointed a member of the Papal Household and elevated to the rank of

Monsignor on March 1, 1967. In 1979 he was named a Knight of the Holy

Sepulcher. After Catholic Charities and until retirement some �ve years

ago, Monsignor served as a pastor at St. Benedict's, Oakland; Queen of All

Saints, Concord; St. Mary's, Walnut Creek, and the �nal twenty years at

St. Anne's, Rossmoor. Msgr. McCracken came to live in retirement at St.

Isidore Parish, Danville, four years ago and conducted a scripture study

class and book review seminars. He was active in the life and liturgy of St.

Isidore Parish until shortly before his death. He is predeceased by his

brother Jim, who served twenty-�ve years as administrator of the

Children's Hospital at Stanford and his sis-ter-in-law, Helen McCracken.

He is survived by his nieces Joanne McCracken, Kathleen (John) Phillips,

nephews Seamus McCracken, great-nephew James McCracken Phillips

and great-niece Margaret Phillips. Funeral service will take place at St.

Isidore Church, Danville, on Monday, February 6th at 10:30AM. In lieu of

�owers, the family asks that donations be made in memory of Monsignor

McCracken to Catholic Charities of the East Bay, 433 Jefferson Street,

Oakland, CA 94607. 

To Plant Memorial Trees in memory, please visit our Sympathy Store.

Published in Contra Costa Times on Feb. 4, 2012.
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February 5, 2012

As a young woman about to be married in 1978, Msgr instructed me on
how to be a Catholic. Many wonderful afternoons we spent in discussion
and in debate at Queen of all Saints. Now 33 years later still happily
married and very active in my church. I am most grateful for his time and
wonderful smile in those early days. Thank you Katt

katt embody

February 5, 2012

Msgr. You will always be in my heart. Your pastoral ministry had a huge
impact on my life. 
Sing with the angels.

Marilyn Brouette
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