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INTRODUCTION

In July 2024, Groupe Egaé was appointed by Emmaus International, Emmaus France and the Abbé
Pierre Foundation to set up and manage a listening service and system for gathering testimonies
following the publication by the Movement of acts of abuse committed by Abbé Pierre.

This system took the form of an email address (emmaus@groupe-egae.fr) and a telephone number
where callers were able to leave a voice message (01 89 96 01 53). This service will remain open
until 31 January 2025 so that we can ensure a smooth transition to the organisation that will
handle testimonies in the future.

A team of 6 experts in the prevention of sexual and gender-based violence was on call to respond
to emails and telephone messages. Interviews were offered to all those who contacted the service.

Groupe Egaé conducted interviews and drew up a summary of the testimonies. When the information
given regarding dates, places and events was not precise or could not be corroborated using public
information (such as press articles or websites), Groupe Egaé called upon Emmaus to obtain
confirmation (for example, to confirm whether Abbé Pierre had visited a city on a certain date).

Following the interviews and analysis, Groupe Egaé submitted a summary of the testimonies received
to the Emmaus Movement on 8 January 2025. This summary presents 9 testimonies of sexual
abuse committed by Abbé Pierre. These 9 accounts are in addition to the 24 already published
in the previous reports drawn up at the initiative of the Emmaus Movement.

The first report, published on 17 July 2024, presented testimony gathered between March and July
2024. The second report, published on 6 September 2024, presented testimony gathered between
July and September 2024. This last report presents testimony received between September and
December 2024.

Groupe Egaé underscores that these testimonies in no way enable us to draw up an exhaustive
report on Abbé Pierre’s conduct. Other testimonies, at times anonymous or incomplete, have
been received by Groupe Egaé. All of the information received by Groupe Egaé between
September and December 2024 is presented in this document.

This report includes:
e Methodology
e Testimonies received through the system put in place
e Other information received
e Some points arising from the interviews
e Support offered to those interviewed

e Appendices



METHODOLOGY

A call for testimonies was launched on 17 July by the Emmaus Movement in a press release and on the
organisations’ websites. It was published by several media outlets. On the very same day, people

wrote to us and called the hotline to share testimonies or information. Each individual who wrote an
email received a message to confirm receipt, written in three languages. Individuals were then
contacted to offer them an interview. This interview could be held by phone or via video conference.
It was conducted by experts in the prevention of sexual violence and in listening to victims.

This interview allowed the interviewees to express themselves and for questions to be asked in order
to better identify the nature of the incidents, the dates and locations. These interviews differ from those
conducted as part of an internal investigation, where the aim is to corroborate the facts and prepare
for an interview with the person under investigation, in accordance with the adversarial principle. In
this case, interviews involved listening to and gathering what the interviewees had to say. Following
this exchange, a confidential document was drafted. This report has been drawn up based on all of
those documents.

Reminder of the legal definitions
Groupe Egaé was able to identify different types of sexual violence in the incidents described by the
people who gave their testimony. Below is a reminder of the legal definitions.

Incident

Definition

Example

Source

Sexual
harassment (1)

Repeated comments or behaviour of a
sexual nature that violate human dignity or
create an offensive situation.

Repeated remarks
about sexuality

Article 222-33
of the French
Criminal Code

Sexual
harassment (2)

Putting pressure on someone with the real
or apparent aim of obtaining an act of a
sexual nature.

A sexual proposition in
exchange for
accommodation

Article 222-33
of the French
Criminal Code

Sexval assault*
(* “indecent
assault” prior to

1994)

Physical contact with a sexual area
(buttocks, genitals, breasts, mouth,
between the thighs) committed using
violence, coercion, threats or surprise.

Hand on buttocks,
forced kiss, touching of
genitals

Article 222-22
of the French
Criminal Code

Rape

Any act of sexual penetration or oral
intercourse committed using violence,
coercion, threats or surprise.

Forced fellatio, forced
penetration, forced
cunnilingus.

Article 222-23
of the French
Criminal Code

Incestuous acts

Rape and sexual assault are classified as
incestuous when committed by: 1° A parent
or grandparent ; 2° A brother, sister,
uncle, aunt, great-uncle, great-aunt,
nephew or niece ; 3° The spouse or
cohabitee of one of the persons mentioned
in 1° or 2°.

Article 222-33
of the French
Criminal Code



https://emmaus-france.org/dispositifs-de-recueil-de-temoignages-et-daccompagnement-de-victimes-ou-temoins-de-faits-dagressions-sexuelles-commis-par-labbe-pierre/
https://emmaus-france.org/dispositifs-de-recueil-de-temoignages-et-daccompagnement-de-victimes-ou-temoins-de-faits-dagressions-sexuelles-commis-par-labbe-pierre/
https://emmaus-france.org/dispositifs-de-recueil-de-temoignages-et-daccompagnement-de-victimes-ou-temoins-de-faits-dagressions-sexuelles-commis-par-labbe-pierre/
https://www.ouest-france.fr/faits-divers/violence-sexuelle/labbe-pierre-accuse-dagressions-sexuelles-par-plusieurs-femmes-9f098f3a-443a-11ef-90f2-b61ef193591b
https://www.ouest-france.fr/faits-divers/violence-sexuelle/labbe-pierre-accuse-dagressions-sexuelles-par-plusieurs-femmes-9f098f3a-443a-11ef-90f2-b61ef193591b

TESTIMONIES

& Content warning - This report describes acts of sexual violence, some of which are committed on

minors. It may have a significant emotional impact on the reader.

Between 6 September 2024 and 31 December 2024, Groupe Egaé received approximately thirty
emails and 12 telephone messages. Several of these were from people who were abused, or who are
close to someone who was abused, by Abbé Pierre. Some individuals asked questions, others
expressed their sadness, disappointment or their discontent. Some people wrote to commend the
initiative taken by the Emmaus Movement.

In this report, Groupe Egaé provides details of 9 testimonies (8 direct and 1 indirect) involving
sexual abuse committed by Abbé Pierre on both minor and adult women. These testimonies are
in addition to the 7 made public in July 2024 and the 17 made public in September 20242,

The people who submitted these testimonies have given their identity and contact details to Groupe
Egaé. Emmaus International and Groupe Egaé were able to verify the information given (such as the
existence of a certain event or Abbé Pierre’s presence at a certain location). The individuals were
sometimes contacted again to obtain additional details about their account. The testimonies are
consistent. Most of the 9 testimonies presented below report behaviour which is similar to that identified
in the first accounts given to Groupe Egaé. They involve unsolicited touching of their breasts or forced
kissing.

One testimony reports facts concerning Abbé Pierre's family (HH.’s testimony). One testimony
reports sexual abuse of a boy who was a minor. The victim did not want his testimony to be detailed
in the report.

The incidents described took place from the 1960s until 2000s, most of the time in France and
sometimes abroad.

The people providing testimony are from a wide range of backgrounds: an employee of a hotel where
Abbé Pierre stayed, carers working in hospitals where Abbé Pierre was hospitalised, a volunteer at a
youth camp or on a humanitarian mission, a family member, a flight attendant.

Here is the list of the 9 testimonies received. All the information that could be used
to identify the victims has been rendered anonymous.

AA. was subjected to touching of her breasts in the early 2000s

AA. was a victim of unsolicited touching of her breasts and unsolicited touching of her stomach while
she was pregnant and working in a hospital where Abbé Pierre was hospitalised. The incidents took
place in the early 2000s. AA. said that she was very surprised. She mentioned this behaviour to other
colleagues. Several people laughed, playing down the situation.

https: //emmaus-international.org/en/press /emmavus-international-emmaus-france-et-la-fondation-abbe-pierre-rendent-publics-des-faits-graves-commis-par-labbe-pierre

2 https://emmaus-france.org /presses/emmavus-rend-public-de-nouveaux-faits-graves-commis-par-labbe-pierre



https://emmaus-international.org/en/press/emmaus-international-emmaus-france-et-la-fondation-abbe-pierre-rendent-publics-des-faits-graves-commis-par-labbe-pierre/
https://emmaus-france.org/presses/emmaus-rend-public-de-nouveaux-faits-graves-commis-par-labbe-pierre/

BB. was subjected to touching of her buttocks in the 1960s

BB.’s son contacted the listening service. He recounted how his mother, who is now deceased, had been
touched on the buttocks by Abbé Pierre. She was a flight attendant and was subjected to this conduct
during a flight taken by Abbé Pierre. She was between 20 and 30 years old. BB. reported it at the
time and nobody believed her. BB. wrote about it in her notebook at the time (see appendix).

CC. was subjected to sexual contact in the early 1990s in Charenton

CC. worked for Emmaus France, she was in her twenties. She met Abbé Pierre in this context. She went
to see him to deliver a letter. They spoke for a few minutes. He touched her breasts and suddenly
thrust his tongue into CC.’s mouth. She resigned following this incident.

DD. was subjected to sexual contact in the early 1980s at a youth camp

DD. was taking part in an Emmaus youth camp during the early 1980s in Annemasse (Ain). She told us
that Abbé Pierre had asked her to sit on his lap, then he touched her breasts and kissed her. She was
22 years old.

EE. was subjected to repeated sexual contact in the mid-1990s

EE. was working in a hotel where Abbé Pierre stayed. She was between 17 and 18 years old. On the
first day, she had a spiritual conversation with him. On the second day, Abbé Pierre asked her to come
to his room to sort out a problem with the light. She recounted that he grabbed her breasts violently,
touched between her legs, and put EE.’s hand down his trousers. EE. was subjected to sexual contact of
this nature on several occasions. When she spoke about it, the hotel management told her that he was
a VIP guest and she had to go back to see him if he wanted. EE. resigned.

FF. was subjected to sexual contact in the late 1990s
FF. was a nurse in a hospital in Paris where Abbé Pierre was admitted in the late 1990s. She was in
her fifties. She recounted that Abbé Pierre fondled her breasts.

GG. was subjected to repeated sexual abuse in the early 1970s

GG. had accompanied Abbé Pierre on a trip abroad in December 1972. She was 21 years old. Abbé
Pierre touched her thigh several times during car journeys. One evening, Abbé Pierre invited her to his
room. GG. recounted that Abbé Pierre forcibly kissed her, touched her breasts and masturbated in
front of her. These incidents were repeated over several days. GG. saw Abbé Pierre in France years
later, in the 1990s. She recounted several incidents during this period, dozens of years after the trip
in 1972: she was exposed to Abbé Pierre naked and witnessed him touching her friend’s thigh at his
home in Charenton.

HH., a member of Abbé Pierre’s family, was subjected to sexual contact with her breasts and
mouth in the late 1990s.

HH. was subjected to touching of her breasts and an attempted forced kiss by Abbé Pierre. She was
also subjected to another forced kiss. She recounted that Abbé Pierre made sexual comments to her.

Groupe Egaé also received a 9th testimony concerning a penetrative sexual act on an underage boy.
Groupe Egaé was able to talk to the person who provided evidence enabling us to confirm the veracity
of his testimony. The victim did not want his testimony to be detailed in the report.



OTHER INFORMATION RECEIVED

In addition to these 9 testimonies, Groupe Egaé heard from several people who had heard
accounts from other victims of Abbé Pierre. Some of these victims are now deceased; others did not
wish to provide testimony or were not able to be interviewed.

At least 9 other people have also been identified.

A community manager gathered accounts from several women who reported that they had been victims
of Abbé Pierre. Five of them did not provide testimony to Groupe Egaé. These women were in their
twenties and had taken part in youth camps. These women’s accounts involve unsolicited physical
contact.

A carer who gave evidence to Groupe Egaé said that one of her colleagues, a 22-year-old nurse,
had also been a victim of Abbé Pierre.

Two people interviewed by Groupe Egaé had also heard accounts from two women who worked for
Abbé Pierre, who are now deceased. One confided that Abbé Pierre had “grabbed her buttocks™
and she had then threatened to quit her job. The other recounted that Abbé Pierre used to touch her
chest when she brought him his meals.

Groupe Egaé is also aware of the existence of at least one other victim among the members of
Abbé Pierre’s family. This person was unable to be interviewed.

Other information was sent to Groupe Egaé.

A victim recounted that after forcibly kissing her and touching her breasts, Abbé Pierre asked her
to pose for a photo. She reported that she then saw Abbé Pierre putting the Polaroid away in a
drawer that already contained other photos. She talked about a “pile of photos”. “I remember thinking
that all these women had gone through the same thing as me.” Groupe Egaé was in contact with an
individual who stated that they had seen photos of this nature. One of the testimonies received also
refers to this Polaroid (see appendix).

Groupe Egaé is aware of an account of sexual behaviour by Abbé Pierre during his trip to Lund,
Sweden. This account is found in the book “Paysan de la rive droite” by André Paul (see appendix).

Lastly, Group Egaé has received other information related to periods or places for which it has not
been possible to obtain precise information to confirm Abbé Pierre’s presence in certain locations on
the given dates.

Two accounts relate specifically to two boys aged between 8 and 10 at the time the incidents
occurred, which took place over periods prior to 1965.



One of the individuals recounts having been subjected to sexual abuse by Abbé Pierre at a holiday
camp for boys in the early 1960s. For the time being, it has not been possible to establish a link with
information known about Abbé Pierre's life at that time.

In the book “The discovery of Richard Hecht”, published in 2009, the author recounts witnessing Abbé
Pierre sexually abuse a child in his dormitory during the 1940s (see appendix). Several elements in
the account could not be verified (places, dates) and other aspects are not consistent with what is
known about Abbé Pierre’s life at the time.

These testimonies echo the one published in the second set of testimonies, concerning sexual contact
with an underage boy in a religious institution. The information provided by this person, interviewed
by Groupe Egaé, who described being subjected to sexual contact by Abbé Pierre, have not yet
enabled us to establish a link with aspects known about Abbé Pierre’s life at the time.

Lastly, Groupe Egaé gathered accounts from people about Abbé Pierre’s behaviour, or the behaviour
of people close to him.

A community manager reported that in the 1980s his community welcomed women on several occasions
who told him that the manager of one of the nearby communities had asked them to sleep with him. At
the time, the person Egaé interviewed raised the issue at a national meeting. He reported being
humiliated by Abbé Pierre during the meeting, who explained that he knew nothing about it and
refused to act.

One woman told us about an incident that occurred during preparations for an international salon at
Porte de Versailles. “It was a Saturday, the day before the salon. Abbé Pierre arrived in a wheelchair.
Everyone went over. | was with my son, who was 8 or 9 years old. | wanted to go over. Someone
pushed me aside. He said, “not women, you mustn't go near”. He allowed my son to go over. | have
a photo of my son with Abbé Pierre.”

Groupe Egaé was contacted by a former community manager whose 9-year-old son had been
sexually assaulted by a young man staying at the community. During the legal proceedings, the father
of the child victim was put under considerable pressure to withdraw his complaint. He was confronted
by a man, P., who he describes as a manager “of a network” that was trying to “recover” the young
perpetrator of violence, and against whom he even considered lodging a complaint. This man, P., wrote
to Abbé Piere to ask him to intervene with the community, which he did. Emmaus International was able
to track down some of the correspondence between Abbé Pierre and the community. In one of the
letters, appended to this report, Abbé Pierre dissuades the child’s father from bringing charges against
P. and with regard to the child victim, he writes, “(...) let's make sure we do not add to his distress.
Unfortunately, life is full of shocks like the one he received. It is up to you to show him that life is
beautiful despite these wounds.”

ELEMENTS THAT EMERGE FROM THE
TESTIMONIES

As is often the case when it comes to sexual violence, each story is unique. And yet, from one account
to another, sometimes even dozens of years apart and even though the people involved have never
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spoken to each other, common threads emerge. A number of points arose from the written exchanges
and interviews.

Much of the violence described is similar to the situations reported by other victims in previous
interviews, which are detailed in the reports published in 2024,

Several talk about surprise and disbelief. “I didn’t expect it”, “l was a bit stunned”, “I didn’t understand
what was happening, | was petrified”, ““l was surprised and shocked”. One victim reports, “I still remember
the disgust of his mouth”. Another states, “I found that repulsive”. Some victims describe acts committed
with brutality. Two women recount that Abbé Pierre told them, after assaulting them, that he “needed
it".

A large number of victims were in vulnerable situations when the incidents occurred, due to their age
(minors or young adults) or due to the fact that they were pregnant. Others were in a situation that
was difficult because of the position they held, in a job that required them to be of service to Abbé
Pierre.

Several victims mentioned that they had spoken about the situation to those around them at the time,
but they said that nobody believed them. Others had never talked about it until this year.

Two people recounted that they resigned in the wake of the abuse committed by Abbé Pierre. This is
the case of a hotel employee and a staff member at Emmaus France.

It appears in these testimonies that Abbé Pierre had put in place systems to silence victims, in particular
by using threatening language or behaviour.

A victim, who was a minor at the time of the incident, says that Abbé Pierre made direct threats. “He
told me that he is very powerful, people love him and that | should never, ever tell anyone about
what's just happened, because they wouldn't believe me and I'd be in big trouble if | did.”

Two people reported that after having assaulted them, Abbé Pierre gave them instructions on how to
write to him. He told them that they absolutely must write “Confidential” or “Private” on the envelope
and place it in another letter. He told one of his victims: “If you want to write to me, you must take
precautions”.

The act of taking a photo of a victim could also be likened to a kind of threat, in the sense that the
person committing the abuse is keeping something of the victim.

These accounts reflect other situations reported by other people in previous testimonies, such as the
fact that Abbé Pierre put the letter from a victim into the shredder, or the receipt of a note stating that
if the facts came to light, he would respond “brutally, surgically”.

As in previous reports, people are speaking out to ensure that the victims' statements are believed:
“So that nobody questions the statements made by these people, so that they are recognised as victims

and receive reparation.”



SUPPORT FOR VICTIMS AND THEIR LOVED
ONES

The Emmaus Movement offers several support services to Abbé Pierre's victims and their loved ones.

Firstly, the option of having an interview with a female psychologist specialising in psychological
trauma, to benefit from a listening ear and, if necessary, be referred for longer-term support. The
second option is to meet leaders of the Emmaus Movement.

To date, 11 people have had a session with a psychologist and 9 have met Emmaus France and
Emmaus International Board members.

The Emmaus Movement has also offered all victims the opportunity to take part in a support group. It
will be organised during the first half of 2025. This support group will be supervised by a psychologist.

Through Groupe Egaé, the Emmaus Movement has now written a letter to all the individuals who came
forward. It is appended to this report.

APPENDICES

Groupe Egaé hereby presents all the documents to which it has had access in connection with
gathering testimonies and, in the case of non-public documents, those which it has received
avthorisation to publish.

- Excerpt from a flight attendant’s notebook who was on a flight with Abbé Pierre.
- Excerpts from the book “Paysan de la rive droite”, by André Paul.

- Excerpts from a book entitled “The Discovery of Richard Hecht”.

- Letter from Abbé Pierre to a community manager

- Letter written to the victims by the Emmaus Movement.
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PAYSAN DE LA RIVE DROITE - 1%33-2023 L& MORDANTE CHROMIQUE DU THECLOGIEM LIBRE

chaque matin par un car de « ramassage » qui les menait an Vatican, ils me
donnaient l'impression d'un groupe de copains en vacances. Certains
revenaient hors sessions conciliaires pour des réunions de commissions. Ils
offraient alors une autre image et les entretiens pouvaient avoir quelque
mtérét. Je me suis toujours demandé ce que ces dignitaires ecclésiastiques
comprenaient des interventions de leurs pairs lors des « congrégations »
ou séances conciliaires i la basilique Saint-Pierre. Le latin v était la langue
obligatoire, que beaucoup d'entre eux étaient loin de maitriser.

Tout prés de la Procure, sur la méme rue, se trouvait le College pontifical
canadien, propriété de la province sulpicienne du Canada. Durant les mois
académiques, vivalent li des dizaines de prétres étudiants venus
principalement du Québec et dés lors majoritairement francophones. Le
cardinal Paul-Emile Léger, alors archevéque de Montréal et sulpicien, en
avait été le recteur, Il y résidait pendant le concile. Une ou deux fois I'an,
nous y étions invités. La rencontre était a la fois fraternelle et solennelle, le
repas somptueux.

Dans ce contexte, un confrére de Montréal m'apprit que I'abbé Pierre,
récemment venu dans cette ville pour la promotion des Fraternités
d’Emmaiis, avait été prié de quitter I'Etat du Québec en raison de la
maniére trop ardente de ses sollicitations féminines. L'affaire se serait
réglee a I'amiable entre la police locale et les instances ecclésiastiques.
Quelques années plus tard, jeus l'occasion d'évoquer le fait avec le
dominicain Francois Refoulé, mon premier éditeur aux Editions du Cerf
devenu mon ami. Ce dernier avait passé ses premiéres années de vie

religicuse dans une communauté de Suéde dont ledit abbe était I'hote
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PAYSAM DE LA RIVE DROITE - 1933-2023 LA MORDANTE CHRONIGQUE D'UM THEOLOGIEN LIBRE

occasionnel. Il me confia que ce bulldozer caritatif a la réputation déja
planétaire, harcelait les jeunes femmes qui assuraient l'entretien de
I'hotellerie des lieux. Le supérieur aurait exigé qu’a 'avenir il ne revint
qu’accompagné dun socius. Je n’en sais pas plus.

Je n’aurais pas évoqué ces faits sil n'y avait eu les récentes révélations
des ignominies sexuelles de personnalités aussi insoupconnables que Jean
Vanier et I'abbé Jean-Francois Six. Ils peuvent expliquer la réserve qui, des
décennies durant, caractérisa I'attitude de 1'épiscopat a I'égard dun prétre
longtemps célébré comme grand héros national. L'age et la performance
dans la durée expliqueraient l'indulgence tardive de la hiérarchie
ecclésiastique. De cette derniére, on a pu noter I'opportuniste changement
de comportement au moment de la mort de I'insigne figure. Mais je doute
qu’il soit un jour question de la béatification de I’'abbé Pierre, a fortiori de

sa canonisation. Choses dont jusqu’ici personne n’a d’ailleurs jamais parlé.

PREMIERS CONTACTS ET IMPRESSIONS MITIGEES
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Richard N. Hechr

were lining up on the Quai of the river Seine, and I exchanged them
for the one book that T wanted. Those boaks certainly had a lasting
influence on me and they probably are the basis of a significant portion
of my education, since for me, formal educarion was over.

My parents and the other peaple around were wonder; ng what was
to be done now. How long can this last? Ar dusk some people would
go out and make contact wich other Jews. Others from different hiding
Places would come to visit us, A contact was made with the Résistance
{French Underground.) They gave each of us false identificarion papers
and false “alimentation tickets,” for without them, one could not buy
food. Everybody, including children, had to have identity papers with a
photograph. My name became Richard Herberr, born in Tunis. Because
Tunisia was not occupied by the Germans (as of yet), and it could not be
checked. They were also careful thar we retained the same initials to our
name. Then we all needed 1o get out of there, for the commissar to the
Jewish affairs was snooping around, and the concierge felt very insecure,
I gor sick with pleurisy, and from a contact with the underground, ic
was arranged to place me in a convalescent home operated by Abbors
of the Capucin order, This convalescent home, or préventorium as ir
was called, was located in one of the castles of the Duc de Valois, called
“Chateau de Celeri.” The location of it is not clear in my memory, except
that it was somewhere south of Paris, more than three hours away by
train. And I do not remember who ool me over there and [ did noy
know where everybody else wenr,

The Duc could trace his genealogy to the King Francois Premier
(1494-1547) and long before that. The castle, buils in the early 15007,
was four-stories rall, with 2 big church, parts of the left wing of the
castle. The castle had been renovated at various times through the
cencuries and was not then occupied by the current Duc and his
family. During the war years, the Duc and his family were self-exilad
in some foreign country. The castle, the vast amount of pleasure lands
and che vast amount of farm land surrounding ir, was managed by
overseers and laborers, while the convalescent home and the church
were managed by the Capucins abbors, 2 Carholic monastic order,
residing in the castle,

* food ration tickers

(i1
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Tue Discovery oF RicHarp HEcHT

A big three-story building was built not far from the castle, inside its
walled compound, to hold about eighty kids who needed a convalescence
(to prevent tuberculosis, or to keep it from getting worse.) On the first
floor was the kitchen and refectory. On the second floor were class
rooms. The third Aoor was a dormitory, a huge room, about the entire
size of the building, with eighty beds lined up in four rows of twenry.
There were some pedophiles and pederasty going on, which I will not
ralk much about. Suffice to say that since I objected strongly and loudly,
[ was not subjected to ir, not like the kid next bed to mine, twelve years
old, petrified and silent while being abused by LAbbé Pierre (Peter the
Abbot).

LAbbé Pierre was then a young priest in charge of the religious
aspect of the house. He was also the priest who came into the dormitary
every night for his pedophile pracrices. In the big sized church, with the
ceiling four stories high, L Abbé Pierre was the officiating priest. LAbbé
Pierre had been told that my mother was Catholic and my father Jewish,
in order to gain favor with him, and ro be very discreet. He therefore
redoubled his religious attention roward me. The schoel curriculum was
practically mostly religious, bur I, not being Catholic, had to have an
extra hour and a half every day to learn catechism, evangelism, gospels
and the New Testament. [ also became the altar boy for the daily mass
that took place every morning at seven, before breakfast.

L'Abbé¢ Pierre was the only one, [ believe, 1o know that I was Jewish.
He would personally teach me. first starting with the Old Testament.
Making favorable comments about Judaism, (sometime I had to slap
his itinerant hand, trying to go into my crotch.) He would then go
to the gospels and the new and improved covenants of Ged with the
Christians. He would also say that Catholicism was the gift that God
gave to humanity, through the Jews.

In the late 1990’ L Abbé Pierre, has often been in the news, and
in the spotlight. Having devored most of his life to the homeless in
France, in Switzerland, and in Germany, he created the Emmans Houses,
as shelters and havens for the homeless in Western Europe. He is now
well in his nineties, with rumors of his becoming canonized. Recently
he became the subject of a controversy. He endorsed and sided with a

6l
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Rivhard N. Hecht

French pseudo historian, who wrote a book questioning the authenticity
of the holocaust (A holocaust deniers.)

I often thought of my father and mother, and also of my sister, she
was adored by my father as a princess, while she was hidden and sheltered
with them. I was not jealous but envious of my sister. | wondered what
would happen to me in these surroundings, knowing very well that I
wis not much more than a object for their indoctrination and I had
better not be too visible. | needed to conceal who I was. | often dreamed
the very same dream [ had when I was three years old. Walking on top
of a long and narrow wall, with a void on both side, balancing slowly
and carefully, I desperately needed to cross the void and get to the other
side. at the end of the wall. T also had the Image of Uncle Sam, singing
the cantorial song of Eli, Eli, based on the Psalm twenty-two My God,
My God, Why have you forsaken me? And then, when he came o the
part where Uncle Sam sang with strength and feeling, In fire and in
Aames, did they burn us, my throat would tighten. {Words not in the
psalm) 1 visualized Uncle Sam so overcome by the images conjured up,
that he stopped his work for a whole minute, with tears rolling down
his cheek. 1 later learned that, Jesus had allegedly recited this Psalm
on the cross, before he died. There must be a purpose for all of this, 1
believed.

I believed that every experience was serving a purposc, and leading
me to the next experience, the reasons to be known and undersrood
cometime later. And therefore, I will survive, since these experiences
were given to me. Today, | am somewhat more of a skeptic, bur those
beliefs still remain. Please, do not think of me as a religious fanaric, for
I'm neither religious nor fanatic. Even though 1 believe in God, whatever
God may be, since, He can only be known by what he is no. My beliefs
are neither through faith nor reason but through intuition.

Afrer some months, in the winter, I had a surprise visit from my
mother,

“OFf course, Richard! She told me, we have not forgotten you. But
your father, your sister and Lare hidden, and not often in the same place.
\We can not travel nor write. Therefore, we cannot come to see you. Be
patient, don't lose hope.”

G2
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que relativement & 1o fils, | o nix song que ses eris proches, qui peuvent bien naviguer
potr me manknzy, ni trop, ni pas asser, &' importasce dans ce moment difficile de o noute.

[Kposer plaiste 4 Mencontre de Monsseur 1Y | B e parall pas & emvisager
pour deux maisnes ©

Cuclle jusiificasion pourrsit &re appomide, avec une valeur de preuve. suggdrant ou
adfismant que ce Momsicwar 3 quelgques complicids 7

ke plus, ou cas o comene 16 b peases, il v aumil effectivement quelgoes riseauy de pens
viciews, dviguer cels dans ion inkerveniion su tribunal, ne powmiil avoir qu'us cifies de meitre
sur leur garde, en les alerinnd, les éveniels membres d"um el résean 1 fosdmiit demamder
conseil muiour de iod, auprés de personnes qualifiées, pour savoeir comment il est possible
d"alerier la polioe sur I'evmmen de deux faits -
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I Y & =il dies reistions personne|bes die oo mossioar poar gu”on ke oupoomme.
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Ouaril 4 miod, malbcircusement, j& Be Suis pas on siElion de Frce poal poisomndllement
wvede e intervention au pees de | | Cependant, si tu le jupesis & un monsent possible,
utile, sl dis-le. Jqpm-“.mi.qullmuqutlulmﬂniﬂl fwire woir nu juge, ge'il ne
gt pas de prison nasis de elinigue ar placement d"office dom ) 4 besoin !

Sirement, 104 o (oute ts famille, vous emtoares | mais veillons & ne pas accentuer
3o trouhle, ilﬂu_hn:ﬂmv:md-:mdu:hnummﬁuq.ﬂ:mﬂﬂhuﬂc
i fuire vair, que la vie est belle malgré ces blessures.

Avec toule mon affiection, paar toi. pour el lons lew tiens, swches que je s tens
priscnts ot la pricee dars olFrande de chague jour,

Affectucusement voire vicil arriére-Cirand-pére.

Abbsd Fierre,

17



bondrauil, B Jangary 2025

[Titke],

Wie are writing to you and to all those who have prowided testimony to Groupe Egaé aboul
sexwal abuse commitled by Abba Piarme. We would like o axpress our thanks to you for
spaaking out and command yau for your courags.

On behall of the Emmaus Movernent, we would like to assure you of our support in
dealing with the intolerable abuse that you have suffered anmd which we sirongly
candamn.,

The fac that this abuse was committed by our founder has deeply hurt and angered us, at
times during activities carmed oul by the Emmaus Movement, which places solidarily, sharing
and dignity at tha heart of its commilment. Thanks to your testimony, these facts have
come to light and we are extremely grateful bo you.

We responded in July 2024 by seling up a listening suppon semice for gathering
testimonies, offering psychological support and the option to meet members of the Boand and
our federations, We arg sBll working aon reparation mechanisms and will be sura 1o stay in
towch,

The fact that the Emmaus Movement faded to identify, recognize and punish the abwse
commitied by Abbé Pieme at an earlier stage is. in our view, an unacceptable faifure that we
sl urdgrstand i we ane W0 prevent such intidents from happening again, Ths is why we
are currgnily sefling up an independent commates chaired Dy Céling Béraud, a socklogis!
and direcior of shudes at the Ecole des Hautes Etwdes en Sclences Socales (EHESS), in
order to shad light on and axplain the fadings that enabled Abbé Piere o act as he did for

over 50 years,

Alongside this work, we are delermingd [0 continug implementing & number of waming,
liskening and reparting systems, 1o prevant, as far g5 possible, any form of violence from
happening within the Emmaus Movament in the future.

Emmaus iniernatonal - Emmacs Francs
4T greanug ch i Résistanca. 53100 Momingul
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Wa know that none of the measunas we are laking loday can undao the abuse sufferad and its
COMSRQUENEDRS

For the suffering caused and the impact that this abuse has had on your life and the
lives of your lowed ones, wa wish to express our despast sorrow and regret.

We sincerely apologlse for any shorcomings In the Emmaus Movement's eflorts to
prevent and punish these acts of abuse and would lke to assure you of our
commitment to full disclesure of the facts.

We remain al your disposal and assure you that we will remain by your side.

Thank, you, once again, for sharing your tesBmaony.

4 ihe
r = 1
|
Pairick Alohoun Bruno Morel |

Chair of Emmaus International Chair of EI'I'II'I'I-IILI-!- France

Emmaus inlernatonal - Emmaus Francs
4T avniad che fa Fesistance, 53100 Merirgui
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