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A memo written by Archbishop Bevilacqua to an aide, Bishop Lohmuller. The memo 
requests that the aide try to place Fr. DePaoli in another diocese following his conviction 
for possessing child pornography. GJ-2622 
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A memo by Archbishop Bevilacqua describing a meeting with Fr. DePaoli.  The 
Archbishop says that “by going to another diocese we could put a sufficient period 
between the publicity and reinstatement” in Philadelphia. (Attached to GJ-2622) 
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A memo to Archbishop Bevilacqua from Chancellor Samuel Shoemaker, describing the 
case of Fr. DePaoli.  The Archbishop had just restored the priest’s unrestricted faculties 
despite a child pornography conviction.  (Attached to GJ-2622) 
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TO, 
FROM: 
OATE: 
RE: 

Office 01; 

Rev. Depaoli 

ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA 

- 2 - 5/3/88 

Fathe~ DePaoli .... ill continue to attend Sexual Addicts Anonymus sessions 
and consult with D~ . t-Ia~tha Turner, a psychiatrist in Philadelphia for 
the foreseeable future . 

Prior to this very 
school for 6 years 
Princeton University. 

,., 
."' 

development in his life Father taught high 
obtained a Doctor of Ministry degree at 
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A memo from Archbishop Bevilacqua recording a meeting with Msgr. Walls, accused of 
attempted sexual assault. The Cardinal explains he asked Msgr. Walls to resign as Vicar 
for Catholic Education in order to avert legal action by the victims’ parents. GJ-670 
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Me:notandum 
Page two 

To: The file of Monsignot David E. Walls 

I suS!S!ested to him that it would be !I'\Ore ptudent if he would 
SUbmit a letter of tesignat ion requesting a leave of absence for 
health teasons . DurinS! this leave of absence he Should pursue 
his intensive therapy and also teflect on what type of oinistry 
he would be wil ling to consider . I strongly Suggested to him 
that I did not think it would be possible fat him to go back into 
any kind o f parochial ministry . He himself said that he had 
been reflecting on this and thought as a possibility some kind of 
ministry to assist other priests suffeting from alcoholism or 
other we aknesses . He felt that he could identify with them and 
therefore could possibly be of assistance to them. 

I also suggested to him that he should reflect on o ther types of 
ministries such as chaplaincies in hospitals , etc . He seemed to 
be disposed to any such type of ptiestly activity . 

I to ld him he could remain at St . John Neumann and continue to 
assist Monsignor Meeh~n while he is on his leave of absence . After 
a reasonable amount of time . he should get in touch with the 
Chancery to indicate tha t he is ready to return to active ministry 
and also ptovide any fruits of reflection on the type of tlinistry 
he would like to c"r r y out . We discussed the period of time and 
I told him that I had no definite limits to him . I did tell him 
that the amount of time should be worked out between himself and 
his therapist. I did also indicate that it would probably last 
several months and even go for six months. 

I told him that he should send ,his letter of resignation in at his 
earliest convenience . He said that he would . 

Monsignor Walls seemed to be very repentant of his improprieties . 
He seemed to be well-disposed to doing anything he is asked to do . 
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A memo to Cardinal Krol from Chancellor John Noone recording reports of Fr. Rogers’ 
“familiarity” with boys and his admission to “his weakness.” Cardinal Krol’s handwritten 
note at the bottom directs, among other things: “Transfer to another post.” GJ-544 
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A letter, describing sadomasochistic rituals, written by Fr. Mulholland in July 1968 to a St. 
Joseph parish teenager while the boy is at summer camp. Several other boys from the 
parish also are named in the letter, which discusses an upcoming outing as a “two week 
torture treatment.” GJ-1359 
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A November 5, 1970 memo by Assistant Chancellor Vincent Walsh recording a meeting 
with CYO advisers from St. Anastasia. Fr. Walsh does not share his knowledge of Fr. 
Mulholland’s history with parents of possible victims when they ask that the priest be 
allowed to stay in their parish. GJ-1366  
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- " 

They did not feel that Father was a dictator but that he left many of the 
decisions to the group . Another man spoke up who stated that he had only been 
with the CYO since the summer but it did not take him long to feel that 

was trying to exercise control over the eyo. She attempted to 
dip her fingers into the pie . He felt that there WaS great disrespect from 

and therefore the adults got ~ether and removed him. There was a 
special adult meeting because had been On a telephone campa ign , 
whipping up agitation against Father . 

Finally, there WaS a young man named a sophomore at 
Drexel . He .. tated that this SUmmer the boys who were going a long with Father 
wCre being harassed by phone by those boys who carne to u s . 

-----~- -- -- -

Novc:rnber 3 , 1970 

- !'-.: 

Vincent M . Walsh 
Assistant Chancellor 

AOO 002419 



 

 
D-51

 
 
An October 27, 1970 letter from Assistant Chancellor Walsh to Dr. Anthony Zanni. The 
letter states that Fr. Mulholland would have to be transferred from St. Anastasia because of 
a “certain amount of scandal.” GJ-1365 
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_ 2 _ 

I then questioned him about wrestling with boys and he eventually did 
admit that there were some occasions when he did that. I then told him that 
w e had the testimony which aIrlounte d to bizarre behavior. 1 m entioned to 
him that this behavior caused uS to have r e al doubts concerning the problcIrl 

of bomo u,xuality . He a liked what the behavior w,u . I ment ioned the trip s 
that he took with boys , the change in the relationship when they returned 
from the s e trips, the wrestling matches at CYO meetings, running his hand 
up and down the leg of one of his favorite boy s . the incident of having one of 
these boys with his head in Father's lap with Father st r oking his hair, the 
intimate na.me S that he uses for his friends, ha.ving boys in his room, picking 
up and taking home the president of the eyO who was one of the boys on the 
trip, and the saying of Mass in the basement at a st rang e hour when only 
his few friends are present. At nO time did Father deny any of the thing s 
which we re brought up to him. He merely stayed silent and accepted them 
as true, ------- --_._. __ ... _- ._---

I then told him, as an accomplished fact, that we wanted him to go to 
you for an evaluation with the distinct pO s sibility that after talking to him 
you would want him to go to Downingtown. It was only after awhile that it 
got t hrough to Fathe r what 1 wa6 trying to say. He then turned t o me and 
said, " I gues s you mean you want me to be a patie nt for a period of time. " 
I explained that that was exactly what we wanted. 

All of this con sumed only about twenty m inutes since I knew that Father 
would n e ve r admit anything on his own but sort of had to be confronted with 
the fact s . After this twenty minutes, when it came home to him what was 
going to b e expected of him, h e s at back and a ske d if I had a few minutes. 
I told him I did . He then began to talk about his feel ings . He stated that 
he felt biuer at the whole human race and had difficulty a ccepting different 
people in authority, although he felt differently toward this office especially 
after the very nice interview he had with Bi.shop McDev itt. He said that 
he felt often that no one thought of him . 1 told him that our whole concern 
was his happiness and the fact that he would work through this problem. 
It is for this reason that we are asking hitn to accept profes s ional help. 
I told hUn that we did not expect him to be totally open with us, who were hi s 
superiors, but hoped that he would be able to open up to someone whose only 
task was to help him with hi s problem. I told him that all that we could :see 
was very strang e b ehavior which brought about a certain aInount of scandal 
in the parish which caus ed uS to have t o move on him. Just what the problems 
are, how deeply they are rooted, Or in what way they will be cured Or at least 
treated, is b e yond our competence. This is why we are helping him to s eek 
professional help. 

At the end of the interview I explained to him tha.t all of the records 
which we have conc erning his behavior would have to be forwarded to you 
before he would see you so that you would understand some of the ba.ckground, 
Father Mulholland, "surely the doctor cannot be working in the dark, he has 
to know what happened. " 

RDD 00 2410 
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- 3 -

1 also made it clear to Father that there waS no possibility of his 
remaining in the pari s h. Ilnent ioned to him that in a couple of weeks 

there would be a series of changes and that this difficulty would be 
taken care of at t hat time. Just what we do with him in a couple of 
w e eks would be very much determined by your evaluation of hiTn and 
the de g ree of his co- operation. 

1 tried to make it clear to him that the purpo s e of this evaluation 
was to see i f he would have to go to Downingtown Or not. r explained 
that we would have to be guided by your evaluation . 

Reverend Vincent M. Walsh 
_ _ --- - --- Assistant Chancello r 

. ---------

October Z7 . 1970 

~DD 002411 
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A November 5, 1970 memo by Assistant Chancellor Walsh after he learns that the parents 
of possible victims are ignorant of Fr. Mulholland’s sadomasochistic history. The memo 
says Fr. Mulholland can stay at St. Anastasia because the “scandal” is limited to “a very 
small minority.” GJ-1367 
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A memo to Cardinal Bevilacqua regarding Fr. Delli Carpini. In a handwritten note at the 
end, the Cardinal approves hiring the admitted child molester to write sermons and 
speeches for the Cardinal and work in the Archdiocese office of communications. The 
memo describes how the priest’s role will be hidden from the public. GJ-2490 
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TO, 
FROM: 
DATE: 
RE: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA 

Vicar for Administration OfficII 01: ________________________ _ 

Anthony Cardinal Bevilacqua 
Reverend Monsignor Joseph R. Cistone 
March 21, 2000 
Office for Communications Writer 
Reverend John Delli Carpioi (Page 2 of 2) 

Cathy Rossi understands that for "priest personnel " reasons, 
Monsignor Palmieri would rema i n his supervisor . She has no 
difficulty with this arrangement. 

We have made no mention of this possible assignment to Father 
Delli carpioi. we wished t o present it to you first for approval . 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Father Delli Carpio! be assigned part time to the Office 
for Communicati ons as writer, under the conditions outlined by 
Monsignors Lynn and Palmieri and that Monsignor Palmieri remain his 
Bupervieor for clergy pereonnel reasons. 

AR1S0001 276 
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A memo recording an interview of Fr. Shea by Secretary for Clergy Lynn and his assistant, 
Fr. Michael McCulken. Fr. Shea admits abusing at least two boys. Monsignor Lynn 
suggests the priest may have been “seduced into it” by an altar-boy victim. GJ-476 
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Reverend Tho~as F. Shea october 27, 1994 

it did occur in the motel and in the rectory. 

WJL asked if he was involved with others and TFS stated that 
he was similarly involved with a but does not know if 
that is the other pe rson is referring to. TFS stated that he 
does not remember any other kids. WJL asked if there was genital 
activity and TFS said that there was touching and that it happened 
twenty years ago . 

TFS was rather emotional and his color changed quite a bit. 
WJL asked if he was alright and TFS said that he was. WJL asked 
TFS to leave the parish. TFS said that he takes care of his 
mother, who lives in Saint Barnabas. He asked if he should resign 
and that he was ready to resign. WJL told him that we are here to 
help and that we know it is overwhelming. TFS asked if was 
suing the Diocese and WJL said he did not yet know. 

WJL explained that the policy is to have the pric3t 
immediately leave the parish setting if he has admitted guilt and 
go to Immaculate Conception parish until Cardinal Bevilacqua can 
review the situation. Usually there is treatment required. TFS 
asked what is he to do with his mother, since his sister works and 
he said that this will Kill her. Then he asked it he needs to 
leave t onight and WJL explained that he should to protect himself 
and the parish. He will go to Immaculate conception for a 
residence and that he can continue to take care of his mother. 

TFS was very emotional. He asked about resigning or taking a 
leave of absence . WJL explained that normally treatment is 
requested and is he willing to do so? TFS asked if this will hit 
the papers. To which WJL replied that he hoped not but that there 
is cause for concern since this law firm is known for that. 

TFS asked if he should tell Father John Cox, his pastor? He 
has been there six years with no problems. WJL asked TFS if 
anything else happened besides during his stay at Saint Helena. 
TFS replied that his father had lost a leg and that was about 
fifth or sixth grade and an altar boy. WJL asked how much TFS ·­
trusted Father Cox concerning the possibility of sharing the 
allegations with him. At first TFS seemed hesitant to share 
anything with Father Cox but later stated that he would share that 
allegations had been brought but did not involve saint Clement 
parish. 

TFS asked about staying a t his mother's home tonight. WJL 
said that he could while arrangeJ"lents are made at I mmaculate 
Conception with the pastor. TFS wondered aloud why now, after 
twenty years. WJL indicated that sometimes it is for money but 

2 
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Reverend Thomas F . Shea October 27, 1994 

that the Archdiocese does not settle with claimants; although, the 
Archdiocese does pay for therapy for claimants i f the priest has 
been guilty. He stated that usually claimants come into the 
office, but this one went to the l a rwyer . He indicated that Mr. 
O'Dea did not think, this was going to be a lawsuit. 

TFS asked how long does treatment at Downingtown take. WJL 
explained anywhere from three months to one year. TFS inquired of 
the treatment offered . WJL eXpl a ined that it involved group and 
individual therapy, going over the situations of life in order to 
help resolve issues, to see if risks are still present. The need 
for treatment right away rather than a leave of absence is to show 
responsibility by Father Shea and by the Church in this situation. 

TFS continued by saying what will he tell his mother 
concerning Downingtown. WJL said that if he told her now that he 
was taking time off for personal problems such as depression then 
it would not be unreasonable to his mother to hear that he was 
going t o Downingtown. WJL again stated that we were here to help 
and to affirm to TFS that he_ is supported . TFS said that he 
understood that . WJL told TFS not to do anything foolish, to which 
TFS replied that he doesn't have the guts to do something like 
that. TFS asked if he could take some things out of the rectory 
later in the evening and talk with Father cox. WJL agreed and told 
him that Father Cox could call WJL if he had concerns. 

TFS asked regarding the statue of limitations which is p ast 
and then about a civil suit which is still a possibility. TFS said 
that he has no money that t hey could get out of a civil suit. WJL 
told TFS that the Archdiocese does not make cash settlements but 
does pay for therapy, especially when the priest has admitted guilt 
as TFS has. He continued by saying that sometimes the claimant 
only wants an opportunity to meet with the priest and talk; 
although others do sue. 

TFS asked when will he would know a course of action and WJL 
said that he would inform Cardinal Bevilacqua today. TFS wa s 
concerned about saying Mass, finances, directions to Front and 
Alle·n, how he was to get to Downingtown, and representation by an 
attorney if needed. WJL Offered explanations to his questions and 
affirmed for TFS again that we are here to help and support him 
through this. In regards to other persons to help take care of his 
mother, TFS did say there were a few nephews besides his sister. 

TFS wondered who within the Office for Clergy sees this 
information. He was t91d that within the Office for Clergy only 
the priests see it. He asked if he had a good record otherwise and 
was told yes. He stated that when he was changed from saint Helena 
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Reverend Thomas F. Shea October 27, 1994 

this situation stopped and that was it. He did not seek .any help, 
he did not need it. He stated that was fo01ing around with 
other kids his own age and that TFS did not s t art him into anything 
1ike this. WJL said that it is possible TFS was seduced into it. 

TFS said that he is not very outgoing, not a great 
conversationalist, and that he never had money to travel like many 
of his contemporaries in the priesthood. The kids were fun to be 
with, they looked up to you. TFS said that he kept a lot ot things 
to himself, and has been taking care of his mother. When his 
father was dying he told TFS to take care of his mother and for ten 
years he has been doing that on his days off. He said that his 
sister has her problems, that she does visit, but the burden is on 
him. He said that at Saint Clement he was the priest who did most 
of the work and filled in for Father Cox. When at"Saint Helena he 
was also always busy, taking on Whatever needed to be done, not 
really knowing how to say no. 

WJL said that maybe these are some ot the issues to be 
addressed in treatment. WJL said that we would call TFS tomorrow 
with further direction. 

, 
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A letter sent to the Archdiocese on July 5, 1964 by Fr. John Murphy. The letter notifies the 
Chancellor of reports that Fr. Cannon is abusing several boys at St. Monica’s summer 
camp. GJ-1960 
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PHILAD'~'~'''' U, , ... 

SoUcite d by Father Cannon in the SUl!QleI of 1962. 

Sinned once but v&s solicited about 15 times. I t occurred 

about 3 or 4 o'clock 1n the morning. 

He first noticed this in Father Cannon 1n 1961 . He did not 

r e port it out of feu of <;:onsequence s . 

Solicited Once during his one week at camp in 1959 .lod 
sinned . 
Solicited OnCe during his one week at cawp 1n 1960 aud 
sinned . 
The same in 1961 . 
In 1962, s e rve d &S a Junior Couns e. llor and stayed a 1l>Onth 
at the camp. Solicited and s1nneci w1.th hi .. tvice a ", .. e k 
for this period of • month . 

Father Ca."U'Ion took groups of boys 
and wou.ld retunt on Saturdays . 
tw1.ee 1n 1959; tv1ce 10 1960 , and 

to the Cltlflp on Fridays 
Sinned with him 

Nice in 1961 . 

The reasoo be did not report thl!. miscond.uct that he lacked 
courage. 

Solicited in 1960 d.uring hi$ two veeks a t camp . He stopped. 
his a.:lvaoees. Thill boy toM a friend and the latter told 

mother. f e el. that it is known to many. 

~- "..-' .. '- ,- ",. .--,. .. -- .. -.. --
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.,$1. effinrricll' \I ~Wnr\! 
24 .. S. 17TH STREET 

Served as a Junior Counsellor during the "WIlDer of 1960 . 
I ... as told by seve ral bOy$ of the misconduct. 

He told of a recording lIlade by Father CanneD describing 
a boy uouturbating. , , 
I mev he had the prJblem. He said that 
another Couns e llor and .11 the Juninr Counsellor. know 
about the misconduct . 

He s p oke of II Fathe r B.mnet , aD. order priest , who taught 
at Reading Central Hlgh School but vho has since been 
transferred . Fat her Cannon brought hf=. to the camp and 

belleves tha t he also has the Samf! problem. 

. . 
1~:~:., 
~.~);: 

. .. 



 

 
D-63

 
A 2002 memo in which Secretary for Clergy Lynn suggests there is insufficient evidence 
to restrict Fr. Cannon’s faculties, even though he had previously admitted molesting boys.  
The victim referred to in the memo (whose name is whited out) was one of the boys listed 
in Fr. Murphy’s 1964 letter to the Archdiocese. GJ-1980 
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TO: 
FROM : 
DATE: 
RE: 

• i 

, 

/. ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA 

Office 01: Secretary for Clergy 

Anthony Cardinal Bevilacqua 
Monsignor William I . Lynn tV 
September 4, 2002 
Reverend John A. Cannon (1948) 
Chaplain, Saini Joseph Home for Aged 

I bave consul Ie.! with legal counsel and there is no legal liability in this situation. 

Page 2 

Since Father Cannon is open to retirement if suggested, I think it best to go that roule. He is the 
oldest priest in active ministry at this time_ However, I do not believe there is enough evidence to 
restrict his priestly service in reti rement at this timc. This might be a casc that could be presented 
10 the Review Board when it is established. 

Recommendation: 

That Fatb~ be asked to request retirement. 

',~ 
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