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Office of the Archbishop
222 N. 17th Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103-1299

Memorandum

: : i A4
From: Archbishop Bevilac ua/ W
To: Bishop Lohmuller of
Date: May 4, 1988 3
Re: Father Edward M. DePaoli

I spoke to Father DePaoli today of my desire that he be reinstated
in the active ministry in another diocese for the present time. I
gave him the names of the possible dioceses of Metuchen, Scranton
and Harrisburg.

Father DePaoli is willing to do anything that I ask him to and
therefore is favorably disposed to accepting an assignment in any
one of the three dioceses.

I asked him if he had any other diocese that he wanted us to
contact. He told me that he did not have any suggestions and was
satisfied with any one of these three dioceses.

May I kindly ask you to be in touch with the Bishops of these
three dioceses to see if they would be willing to accept Father
DePaoli for a reasonable amount of time.

A memo written by Archbishop Bevilacqua to an aide, Bishop Lohmuller. The memo
requests that the aide try to place Fr. DePaoli in another diocese following his conviction
for possessing child pornography. GJ-2622
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Office of the Archbishop
222 N. 17th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1299

Memorandum
g
A1
From: Archbishop Bevilacqua /f |/’
To: The File of Father Edward M. DePaoli
Date: May 4, 1988 4
Re: Interview with Father DePaoli

Today Father DePaoli came in to see me at my request. The purpose
of the interview was to discuss with him return to the active
ministry. He is presently living with his parents.

In view of the publicity that ensued upon the incident involwving
Father DePaoli, I told Father DePaoli that for the present time

it might be more advisable for him to return to the active
ministry in another diocese. I told him that by going to another
diocese we could put a sufficient period between the publicity and
reinstatement in the active ministry of the Archdiocese of Phila-
delphia. I told him that three dioceses that we were considering
to contact were Harrisburg, Scranton and Metuchen.

Fathe DePaoli spoke very frankly that he felt sad but was most
willing to accept this approach. During the many months of his
inactivity, working in another diocese always was part of the
options that he reflected on. Father DePaoli impressed me with
his deep spirituality. He told me that since the very painful
episode in his life, he has learned to be more sensitive to the
pains and weaknesses of others, especially of his brother priests.
He feels that he has grown in appreciation of his priesthood and
of the need for prayer and the spiritual life. He has reached the
point where he surrenders himself completely to the Providence of
God. For this reason, while he feels a certain disappointment in
not being able to return to the Archdiocese at the present time,
he feels joy in that he is doing what he considers is the Will of
God transmitted through his superior.

I told him that after we contacted the three dioceses, we would be
in touch with him. I also told him that the process of contacting
these dioceses would begin immediately though I could not project
how much time it would take before a final decision was made.

AR1S001530

A memo by Archbishop Bevilacqua describing a meeting with Fr. DePaoli. The
Archbishop says that “by going to another diocese we could put a sufficient period
between the publicity and reinstatement” in Philadelphia. (Attached to GJ-2622)
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ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA

Office of: _CHANCERY

TO: Archbishop Bevilacgua

FROM: Monsignor Shoemaker

DATE: May 3, 1988

RE: Reverend Edward M. DePaoli (1970)

In our last Personnel Meeting, following much discussion, you decided
that you would speak to Father DePaoli who will be seeing you on
Wednesday, May 4, 1988 at 4:00 p.m.

You noted that after you have spoken to Father DePaoli, informing him
of your decision that another Diocese would be more appropriate for his
priestly ministry, Bishop Lohmuller will then contact the Bishops of
Metuchen, Scranton, and Harrisburg relative to their disposition of
possibly accepting Father on an experimental basis.

BACKGROUND

In early Summer 1985, I was summoned to the U.S.Attorney's office in
Philadelphia to accompany federal marshalls to one of our rectories in
order for them to conduct a search of the room of the Reverend Edward
M. DePaoli. A federal search warrant has been issued for this purpose.
Before federal marshalls and myself and the pastor of the parish, we
discovered extensive pornographic material in this priest's quarters.
Some of these materials had been purchased by him and delivered through
the U.5. mail. Several months later he was indicted on one count of
knowingly receiving in the mails wvisual depiction of minors engaged in
sexually explicit conduct. After a three day trial here in Phila-
delphia he was convicted of knowingly receiving these materials and
placed on probation for one year.

During this time the Chancery office suspended Father DePaoli's
faculties and he resided at Villa Saint John Vianney Hospital,
Downingtown and was evaluated at Saint Luke Institute, Suitland,
Maryland. The experts at Saint Lukes's recommended that Father DePaoli
undergo extensive therapy at the House of Affirmation in Hopedale,
Mass.

Father began this therapy in Massachusetts in May, 1987 and concluded
the sessions in January, 1988. Following the recommendations of the
House of Affirmation, Father was then sent to the Golden Valley Health
Center, Minnesota for a 5 week intensified inpatient therapy in a
sexual dependency unit (Report 2-26-88 enclosed). Father DePaoli
returned to the Archdiocese and is residing with his parents in
Royersford, Pa.

I directed him to undertake a two week retreat, which he has done. His
Eminence restored his faculties several months ago following the recom-
mendation of the House of Affirmation.

RRC

A memo to Archbishop Bevilacqua from Chancellor Samuel Shoemaker, describing the
case of Fr. DePaoli. The Archbishop had just restored the priest’s unrestricted faculties
despite a child pornography conviction. (Attached to GJ-2622)
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ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA

Office of:
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:
Rev. DePaoli -2 - 5/3/88

Father DePaoli will continue to attend Sexual Addicts Anonymus sessions

and consult with Dr. Martha Turner, a psychiatrist in Philadelphia for
the foreseeable future.

Prior to this very sad development in his 1life Father taught high
school for 6 years and obtained a Doctor of Ministry degree at
Princeton University.

AR15001532
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Office of the Archbishop
222 N. 17th Street
Philadelphia, PA 161031269

Memo randum

From: Archbishop Bevilacquad{ (77

To: The File of Monsignor vid E. Walls
Date: May 4, 1988 :

Re: Interview with Monsignor Walls

Today I interviewed Monsignor Walls concerning his future ministry.
Monsignor Walls had written to me and indicated that he had
received clearance from St. Luke's Institute and also had received
from them a report indicating that he could return to his previous
position as Vicar for the Office of Catholic Education.

Today I told Monsignor Walls that returning him to the Office of
Vicar for Catholic Education would not be possible. I explained
various reasons why this would not be prudent.

Among the more immediate reasons was the fear that the parents of
recent victims were not likely to take any action of a legal
nature as long as the Archdiocese has acted strongly. Since he
would not be away on an inpatient basis and if he is restored to
his previous position as Vicar, it would appear that the Arch-
diocese had not considered this a serious matter and had taken no
reasonable action. This perception of inaction could very well
trigger the parents to resort to some kind of further procedure
through court action. I told him that I had to be concerned for
the victims, for the Church and for him. The victims seem to be
at present adequately cared for. He himself was in proper thea-
peutic care. The concern for possible scandal and the welfare

of the Church remains. It is to avoid any further action or
publicity which would be harmful to the Church that it was not
possible to return him to his original office.

Monsignor Walls understood this though he obviously was
disappointed.

ADM QORI36

A memo from Archbishop Bevilacqua recording a meeting with Msgr. Walls, accused of
attempted sexual assault. The Cardinal explains he asked Msgr. Walls to resign as Vicar
for Catholic Education in order to avert legal action by the victims’ parents. GJ-670
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Memorandum
FPage two

To: The file of Monsignor David E. Walls

I suggested to him that it would be more prudent if he would
submit a letter of resignation requesting a leave of absence for
health reasons. During this leave of absence he should pursue
his intensive therapy and also reflect on what type of ministry
he would be willing to consider. I strongly suggested to him
that I did not think it would be possible for him to go back into
any kind of parochial ministry. He himself said that he had
been reflecting on this and thought as a possibility some kind of
ministry to assist other priests suffering from alcoholism or
other weaknesses. He felt that he could identify with them and
therefore could possibly be of assistance to them.

I also suggested to him that he should reflect on other types of
ministries such as chaplaincies in hospitals, etc. He seemed to
be disposed to any such type of priestly activity.

I told him he could remain at St. John Neumann and continue to
assist Monsignor Meehan while he is on his leave of absence. After
a reasonable amount of time, he should get in touch with the
Chancery to indicate that he is ready to return to active ministry
and also provide any fruits of reflection on the type of ministry
he would like to carry out. We discussed the period of time and

I told him that I had no definite limits to him. I did tell him
that the amount of time should be worked out between himself and
his therapist. I did also indicate that it would probably last
several months and even go for six months,

I told him that he should send his letter of resignation in at his
earliest convenience. He said that he would.

Monsignor Walls seemed to be very repentant of his improprieties.
He seemed to be well-disposed to doing anything he is asked to do.

ADM ©00337
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THE CHANCERY

MEMORANDUM IN RE: REVEREND FRANCIS P. ROCERS, ordained May 3G, 1944.

Father Rogers has been assistant rector at Saint Francis of Assiei Church,
Norristown, since May 22, 1955. The pastor of Saint Francis of Assisi Church is
the Reverend Charles J. McGovern (ordained May 25, 1929), who was incarcerated
briefly in Atlantic City during the psst winter. The second assistant at Saint
Francis is the Reverend Charles V. Devlin, ordained May 1%, 1955.

Some informaticn about the bizarre conduct on the part of Father Rogers
reeched the Chancery during Holy Week.

Last week Doctor Hoffman, psychiatrist, came to the Chancery to report that
Father McCovern, whom he had been treating, consulted with him ccrncerning the
complaints he was receiving about Father Rogers's familiarity with boys from the
eighth grade and first year high schocl.

After listening to the doctor's story and after two sessions with Father
Devlin, the first of which was in the presence of Monsignor McNally, I sent for
Father Rogers. He has taken boys out of schoel for trips to the seashore,
occasionally overnight ones; frequently takes boys in his automobile and to
drive-ins. He provides opportunities for them to smoke in his car or the parish
garage; has llowed them to drink; taken obscene pictures of them, and showed
them indecent magazines.

Complzints made are from some of the boys' mothers, one who quotes her son,
"T never want to go with Father Rogers agzin"; wrestling with the boys in public,
1lifting them above his head--this he also has done with adult women; an offhand
way of speech that is sometimes vulgar end startling.

Father is not in any way copntumacious. He very abjectly revealed the
history of his weskness: victimized by a boarder in his own home from the time
of his earliest reccllection until this man died when he was in the sixth grade;

2 hsbit of masturbation; weak character, inferiority complex; victimized during
seminary career by older student who has since left the priesthced.

Familisr with boys in at least two other assignments: St. Rose of Lima,
Eddystone (1953-1959); St. Patrick, Pottsville (first assignment, 1546-1949).

i
Respectfully submitted,

A memo to Cardinal Krol from Chancellor John Noone recording reports of Fr. Rogers’
“familiarity” with boys and his admission to “his weakness.” Cardinal Krol’s handwritten
note at the bottom directs, among other things: “Transfer to another post.” GJ-544
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MEMORANDUM

Re: FEReverend John H. Mulholland

A group of adult advisers of the CYO called me last evening asking if they
could come to the Chancery. They came this morning. They stated that in all
there are about 15 adult advisers; 8 of thern were here today. They stated they
had come in order to put things in proper perspective because they feel that the
picture at Saint Anastasia's has been put out of perspective by the group that had
previously come to the Chancery.

They had gone to Father Kane concerning this problem and Father told them
to come to the Chancery. It was the feeling of the group that a small handful of
people were vindictive and tried to level charges against Father Mulholland; they
feel he is upright in every respect.

stated that he has a son 16 years old who took a summer trip
with Father for 21 days. He said Father did an exceptional job of showing
the boys a good.time. _He did not ask.for.any money from the parents or the
kids. He claims Father's character is above board. There was Mass every
morning and much was taught about the Catholic religion. He claimed there
was defamation of character concerning Father and sex.

2 has been chief adult adviser for the past 2} years. He stated
that he would never have given any thought to Father's actions; that he noticed
nothing out of order and the accusations came as a surprise. He states that
he has been working close to Father for two years.

3. A has a son who two years ago took a trip to the west
with Father. When he came back he spoke highly of Father, who was

instrumental in getting him into the priory. Father does spend a lot of time
at the home.

4. has three girls in CYO. All of them are very active.
He states that these three have been crushed by the news. He states that
Father Mulholland gives his whole time to the parish and to the youth.

B : states that his wife took over as chief adviser. His son
is the president.

6. Next a girl spoke whose name I did not get. She outlined the many activities
of the CYO. It included community action, recreation programs, religious
discussions, and cther activities during the year. There is a paper drive

each month to defray the expenses of the CYO. At this Father spent much of
his time.

The graup stated that there are about 73 members of the CYO; about 50 are
active. They used some names of people whom they thought were here. They
claimed that is easily swayed and is used as a pawn, and that
there is an adult behind this.

Next there is a 19 years old, and currently in the priory.
Also a The group feels that is the backbone of this movement.
RADD @02418

A November 5, 1970 memo by Assistant Chancellor Vincent Walsh recording a meeting
with CYO advisers from St. Anastasia. Fr. Walsh does not share his knowledge of Fr.
Mulholland’s history with parents of possible victims when they ask that the priest be
allowed to stay in their parish. GJ-1366
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They did not feel that Father was a dictator but that he left many of the
decisions to the group. Another man spoke up who stated that he had only been
with the CYO since the summer but it did not take him long to feel that

was trying to exercise control over the CYO. She attempted to
dip her fingers into the pie. He felt that there was great disrespect from
and therefore the adults got together and removed him. There was a
special adult meeting because had been on a telephone campaign,
whipping up agitation against Father.

Finally, there was a young man named a sophomore at
Drexel. He stated that this summer the boys who were going along with Father
were being harassed by phone by those boys who came to us.

Vincent M. Walsh
Assistant Chancellor

November 3, 1970

ADD @@2419
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Background on the Reverend John H. Mulholland

Dear Doctor:

The following is the background on the testimony which is enclosed
in the folder. Father Mulholland has had three appointments--June 1965
to June 1966 at Saint Patrick Church, Kennett Square; June 1966 to June
1968 at Saint Joseph Church, Hatboro; and June 1968 until the present at
Saint Anastasia, Newtown Square.

The first series of problems was terminated in September 1968
when Father Mulholland was called to the Chancery to speak with Bishop
McDevitt. The memorandum of that interview is enclosed. It concerned
certain boys from the Hatboro parish and the discovery of certain letters
by Although the date of the interview was September 1968,
and by this time Father Mulholland was serving in Saint Anastasia, Newtown
~———Square;—he was still returning to the Hatboro parish for meetings with
these boys. Part of the interview with Bishop McDevitt was a promise that
he would stop going back to the parish. We had some reports later on that
he was still returning to Hatboro. In Hatboro, besides the activity with
boys, there is also the phenomenon of his attempting to split the parish into
factions.

The second group of problems takes place in Saint Anastasia parish,
Newtown Square. It centers around a totally new group of boys; in fact, a
different group of boys in the second year than in the first year in the parish.

Enclosed is the testimony of Father Joseph Kane, pastor of Saint
Anastasia parish, who was called in concerning the credibility of the people
whom we had interviewed. Father Kane stated that his
mother, and his sister were very credible people. He also stated the same
for the other boys involved in the CYO who would offer testimony.

Concerning my interview with Father Mulholland

On Monday, October 26, after having finished all of the interviews, I
called Father Mulholland and asked him to come to the office. He came at
two o'clock that afternoon. Over the telephone he himself mentioned that
I probably wanted to see him about the CYO. When he came to the office I
let him speak for the first ten minutes. He was explaining the problem that
he thought I was going to bring up--namely, the different personality clashes
that had taken place in the CYO and the arguments which ensued. After
about ten minutes I explained to Father Mulholland that that was not the chief
problem I wanted to discuss with him. I mentioned his previous interview
in the office with Bishop McDevitt and the promises he had made. He claimed
he had kept all of the promises and had had no problems since then. He felt
he had matured much since that time.

ADD ©02409

An October 27, 1970 letter from Assistant Chancellor Walsh to Dr. Anthony Zanni. The
letter states that Fr. Mulholland would have to be transferred from St. Anastasia because of
a “certain amount of scandal.” GJ-1365
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I then questioned him about wrestling with boys and he eventually did
admit that there were some occasions when he did that. I then told him that
we had the testimony which amounted to bizarre behavior. I mentioned to
him that this behavior caused us to have real doubts concerning the problem
of homosexuality. He asked what the behavior was. I mentioned the trips
that he took with boys, the change in the relationship when they returned
from these trips, the wrestling matches at CYO meetings, running his hand
up and down the leg of one of his favorite boys, the incident of having one of
these boys with his head in Father's lap with Father stroking his hair, the
intimate names that he uses for his friends, having boys in his room, picking
up and taking home the president of the CYO who was one of the boys on the
trip, and the saying of Mass in the basement at 2 strange hour when only
his few friends are present, At no time did Father deny any of the things
which were brought up to him. He merely stayed silent and accepted them
as true.

I then told him, as an accomplished fact, that we wanted him to go to
you for an evaluation with the distinct possibility that after talking to him
you would want him to go to Downingtown. It was only after awhile that it
got through to Father what I was trying to say. He then turned to me and
said, "I guess you mean you want me to be a patient for a period of time."
I explained that that was exactly what we wanted.

All of this consumed only about twenty minutes since I knew that Father
would never admit anything on his own but sort of had to be confronted with
the facts. After this twenty minutes, when it came home to him what was
going to be expected of him, he sat back and asked if I had a few minutes.

I told him I did. He then began to talk about his feelings. He stated that

he felt bitter at the whole human race and had difficulty accepting different
people in authority, although he felt differently toward this office especially
after the very nice interview he had with Bishop McDevitt. He said that

he felt often that no one thought of him. I told him that our whole concern
was his happiness and the fact that he would work through this problem.

It is for this reason that we are asking him to accept professional help.

I told him that we did not expect him to be totally open with us, who were his
superiors, but hoped that he would be able to open up to someone whose only
task was to help him with his problem. I told him that all that we could see
was very strange behavior which brought about a certain amount of scandal

in the parish which caused us to have to move on him. Just what the problems
are, how deeply they are rooted, or in what way they will be cured or at least
treated, is beyond our competence. This is why we are helping him to seek
professional help.

At the end of the interview I explained to him that all of the records
which we have concerning his behavior would have to be forwarded to you
before he would see you so that you would understand some of the background,
Father Mulholland, ''surely the doctor cannot be working in the dark, he has
to know what happened."

ADD 002410
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I also made it clear to Father that there was no possibility of his
remaining in the parish. I mentioned to him that in a couple of weeks
there would be a series of changes and that this difficulty would be
taken care of at that time. Just what we do with him in a couple of
weeks would be very much determined by your evaluation of him and
the degree of his co-operation.

1

I tried to make it clear to him that the purpose of this evaluation
was to see if he would have to go to Downingtown or not. I explained
that we would have to be guided by your evaluation.

Reverend Vincent M. Walsh
Assistant Chancellor

October 27, 1970

ADD @@2411
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MEMORANDUM

Re: Reverend John H. Mulholland,Assistant Pastor
St. Anastasia, Newtown Square,Pa.

Father Mulholland came to the Chancery today to
discuss his case. He explained some of the ramifications which
had not been brought to light. However, these were very minor.
In light of the group of people that came to the Chancery on
November 3, I told him that we would have no difficulty allowing
him to stay at St.Anastasia, since the amount of scandal given
seemed to lie only with a very small minority. I further told
him that, as far as we were concerned, it was merely a matter
between himself and Dr. Zanni as to what the future will hold.
Father seemed very grateful for the support and stated that he
might want to leave the parish in May, anyway, but that it
meant a whole lot to him not to be changed at an odd time in
the year.

I then called Dr. Zanni to state what had happened
and to fill him in on the information received by the group
which came to the Chancery. Dr. Zanni, with this new information,
decided that he would probably not ask Father Mulholland to go to
Downingtown. Father Mulholland's final appointment with Dr.Zanni
is Thursday, November 12.

Vincent M. Walsh
Assistant Chancellor

November 5,1970

ADD Q02417

A November 5, 1970 memo by Assistant Chancellor Walsh after he learns that the parents
of possible victims are ignorant of Fr. Mulholland’s sadomasochistic history. The memo
says Fr. Mulholland can stay at St. Anastasia because the “scandal” is limited to “a very
small minority.” GJ-1367
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ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA |

Vicar for Administration |
Office of:

TO: Anthony Cardinal Bevilacqua ' |
FROM: Reverend Monsignor Joseph R. Cistone

DATE: March 21, 2000 l
RE: Office for Communications - Writer |

Reverend John Delli Carpini (Page 1 of 2)

The Office for Communications has been trying to identify a
"writer" for their office with little success. You will recall
that last year they hired Larry Doherty; however, he lasted only 6
weeks. They have one possible candidate; however, he is a laicized l
priest. Although in good standing with the Church and with a
favorable letter from Monsignor Flood, his Pastor, Monsignor

Palmieri (who is on the search committee) and I prefer not to go
this route.

On several occasions, the Office for Communications has
inquired about the availability of Father Delli Carpini for this
position. Presently, Father Delli Carpini works under the
supervision of Monsignor Palmieri. However, he has been doing a
great deal of writing for Cathy Rossi, e.g. your Millennium Minutes
and miscellaneous articles, in addition to the many homilies and

talks he prepares for your use. He only comes into the office
building on Mondays and Tuesdays.

Monsignors Lynn and Palmieri believe that even though Father
Delli Carpini does a great deal of work, he could be doing much
more. He continues to do well at the Cabrini Home as chaplain.
Monsignor Lynn is concerned that it will not be healthy for him and
could create problems if he has too much time on his hands.

We would like to assign Father Delli Carpini to work in the
Office for Communications as a writer. There is office space
available for him there and the Office for Communications would
assume his salary. We envision that he would continue to be under
the supervision of Monsignor Palmieri for purposes of his
"personal" issues and continue to assist him on a few Chancery
projects. However, he would be accountable the remainder of the
time to writing projects for you and for the O0Office for
Communications. For public information, Father Delli Carpini would
still be assisting Monsignor Palmieri. There would be no need to
publicize the assignment as "writer." (Regarding your previous
concern about his mentioning that he writes for you, we were able
to address this matter with Father Delli Carpini discreetly,
without any reference to your having raised the issue.)

AR1SER1275

A memo to Cardinal Bevilacqua regarding Fr. Delli Carpini. In a handwritten note at the
end, the Cardinal approves hiring the admitted child molester to write sermons and
speeches for the Cardinal and work in the Archdiocese office of communications. The
memo describes how the priest’s role will be hidden from the public. GJ-2490
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FROM:
DATE:
RE:

ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA

Vicar for Administration
Office of:

Anthony Cardinal Bevilacqua

Reverend Monsignor Joseph R. Cistone
March 21, 2000

Office for Communications - Writer
Reverend John Delli Carpini (Page 2 of 2)

Cathy Rossi understands that for "priest personnel" reasons,
Monsignor Palmieri would remain his supervisor. She has no
difficulty with this arrangement.

We have made no mention of this possible assignment to Father
Delli Carpini. We wished to present it to you first for approval.

RECOMMENDATION
That Father Delli Carpini be assigned part time to the Office
for Communications as writer, under the conditions outlined by

Monsignors Lynn and Palmieri and that Monsignor Palmieri remain his
supervisor for clergy personnel reasons.

-
Y
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FROM THE DESK OF: Reverend Michael T. McCulken 77 #

- -
TO: File

DATE: October 27, 1994 ' CUNHDEN-“M"
ITEM: Interview

RE: Reverend Thomas F. Shea [1964]

R

Father Shea [TFS] was interviewed at the Office for Clergy by
Reverend William J. Lynn [WJL] and Reverend Michael T. McCulken.
The reason for the interview was to review with Father Shea

allegations that had been received through the Archdiocesan
attorney, Mr. John O’Dea.

_ . . . WIL
clarified with TFS that he was assigned to Saint Helena from 1969-
75. ' ' ; B

WJIL stated that the claims included genital abuse at the
Rectory and Cape May. He asked TFS if he had a home in Cape May.
TJS stated that parents were in Stone Harbor and he was
staying in a motel at Cape May. TFS picked up and a friend and
they spent the weekend with him. After which time he drove them
back home. WJL stated that another man was also making allegations
and was going to put everything into writing to Mr. O’Dea.
As soon as the letter is given to WJL, he will apprise TFS about
what is alleged.

WJIL then asked TFS if he knows and if it is true. TFS
replied that he did know the man as a youngster and that "maybe it
might be true, I don’t know. K What does it mean?" WJL asked again
if anything did happen, saying that he had to know. TFS stated
yes, it did happen. WJL asked how many times and if there was
genital contact. TFS stated yes sometimes there was genital
contact and that he did not know how many times. TFS admitted that

AD 23696

A memo recording an interview of Fr. Shea by Secretary for Clergy Lynn and his assistant,
Fr. Michael McCulken. Fr. Shea admits abusing at least two boys. Monsignor Lynn
suggests the priest may have been “seduced into it” by an altar-boy victim. GJ-476
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Reverend Thomas F. Shea October 27, 1994

it did occur in the motel and in the rectory.

WIL asked if he was involved with others and TFS stated that
he was similarly involved with a but does not know if
that is the other person is referring to. TFS stated that he
does not remember any other kids. WJL asked if there was genital

activity and TFS said that there was touching and that it happened
twenty years ago.

TFS was rather emotional and his color changed quite a bit.
WJIL asked if he was alright and TFS said that he was. WJL asked
TFS to leave the parish. TFS said that he takes care of his
mother, who lives in Saint Barnabas. He asked if he should resign
and that he was ready to resign. WJL told him that we are here to
help and that we know it is overwhelming. TFS asked if was
suing the Diocese and WJL said he did not yet know.

WJIL explained that the policy is +to have the priest
immediately leave the parish setting if he has admitted guilt and
go to Immaculate Conception parish until Cardinal Bevilacqua can
review the situation. Usually there is treatment required. TFS
asked what is he to do with his mother, since his sister works and
he said that this will kill her. Then he asked if he needs to
leave tonight and WJL explained that he should to protect himself
and the parish. He will go to Immaculate Conception for a
residence and that he can continue to take care of his mother.

TFS was very emotional. He asked about resigning or taking a
leave of absence. WIL explained that normally treatment is
requested and is he willing to do so? TFS asked if this will hit
the papers. To which WJIL replied that he hoped not but that there
is cause for concern since this law firm is known for that.

TFS asked if he should tell Father John Cox, his pastor? He
has been there six years with no problems. WJIL asked TFS if
anything else happened besides during his stay at Saint Helena.
TFS replied that his father had lost a leg and that was about
fifth or sixth grade and an altar boy. WJL asked how much TFS -
trusted Father Cox concerning the possibility of sharing the
allegations with him. At first TFS seemed hesitant to share
anything with Father Cox but later stated that he would share that

allegations had been brought but did not involwve Saint Clement
parish.

TFS asked about staying at his mother’s home tonight. WJL
said that he could while arrangements are made at Immaculate
Conception with the pastor. TFS wondered aloud why now, after
twenty years. WJIL indicated that sometimes it is for money but

2
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Reverend Thomas F. Shea October 27, 1994

that the Archdiocese does not settle with claimants; although, the
Archdiocese does pay for therapy for claimants if the priest has
been guilty. He stated that usually claimants come into the
office, but this one went to the lawyer. He indicated that Mr.
0’Dea did not think, this was going to be a lawsuit.

TFS asked how long does treatment at Downingtown take. WJL
explained anywhere from three months to one year. TFS inquired of
the treatment offered. WJL explained that it involved group and
individual therapy, going over the situations of life in order to
help resolve issues, to see if risks are still present. The need
for treatment right away rather than a leave of absence is to show
responsibility by Father Shea and by the Church in this situation.

TFS continued by saying what will he tell his mother
concerning Downingtown. WJL said that if he told her now that he
was taking time off for personal problems such as depression then
it would not be unreasonable to his mother to hear that he was
going to Downingtown. WJL again stated that we were here to help
and to affirm to TFS that he is supported. TFS said that he
understood that. WJL told TFS not to do anything foolish, to which
TFS replied that he doesn’t have the guts to do something like
that. TFS asked if he could take some things out of the rectory
later in the evening and talk with Father Cox. WJL agreed and told
him that Father Cox could call WJL if he had concerns.

TFS asked regarding the statue of limitations which is past
and then about a civil suit which is still a possibility. TFS said
that he has no money that they could get out of a civil suit. WJL
told TFS that the Archdiocese dcoces not make cash settlements but
does pay for therapy, especially when the priest has admitted guilt
as TFS has. He continued by saying that sometimes the claimant
only wants an opportunity to meet with the priest and talk;
although others do sue.

TFS asked when will he would know a course of action and WJL
said that he would inform Cardinal Bevilacqua today. TFS was
concerned about saying Mass, finances, directions to Front and
Allen, how he was to get to Downingtown, and representation by an
attorney if needed. WJL offered explanations to his questions and
affirmed for TFS again that we are here to help and support him
through this. In regards to other persons to help take care of his
mother, TFS did say there were a few nephews besides his sister.

TFS wondered who within the Office for Clergy sees this
information. He was told that within the Office for Clergy only
the priests see it. He asked if he had a good record otherwise and
was told yes. He stated that when he was changed from Saint Helena
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Reverend Thomas F. Shea October 27, 1994

this situation stopped and that was it. He did not seek.any help,
he did not need it. He stated that was fooling around with
other kids his own age and that TFS did not start him into anything
like this. WJL said that it is possible TFS was seduced into it.

TFS said that he is not very outgoing, not a great
conversationalist, and that he never had money to travel like many
of his contemporaries in the priesthood. The kids were fun to be
with, they looked up to you. TFS said that he kept a lot of things
to himself, and has been taking care of his mother. When his
father was dying he told TFS to take care of his mother and for ten
years he has been doing that on his days off. He said that his
sister has her problems, that she does visit, but the burden is on
him. He said that at Saint Clement he was the priest who did most
of the work and filled in for Father Cox. When at Saint Helena he
was also always busy, taking on whatever needed to be done, not
really knowing how to say no.

WJIL said that maybe these are some of the issues to be
addressed in treatment. WJL said that we would call TFS tomorrow
with further direction.
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2 CONFIDENTIAL

COPY

St. Monica’s Rectory
2422 S. I7TH STREET
PHILADELPHIA 45, PA.

Solicited by Father Cannon in t‘hel summer of 1962,

Sinned once but was solicited about 15 times, It occurred
about 3 or &4 o'clock in the morning.

He first noticed this in Father Cannon in 1961. He did not

report it out of fear of consequences.

Solicited once during his one week at camp in 1959 and
sinned. ¢

Solicited once during his one week at camp in 1960 and
simned.

The same in 1961, :

In 1962, served as a Junior Counsellor and stayed a month
at the camp, Solicited and sinned with him twice a week
for this period of a month.

Father Cannon took groups of boys to the camp on Fridays
and would return on Saturdays. sinned with him
twice in 1959; twice in 1960, and twice in 1961.

The reason he did not report the misconduct that he lacked
courage.

Solicited in 1960 during his two weeks at camp. He stopped
‘his advances, This boy told a friend and the latter told
mother. feels that it is known to many,

TR T

AD BORSE4

A letter sent to the Archdiocese on July 5, 1964 by Fr. John Murphy. The letter notifies the
Chancellor of reports that Fr. Cannon is abusing several boys at St. Monica’s summer
camp. GJ-1960

D-28a

D-61



T
St. Monica’s Rectory
2422 S, 17TH STREET
PHILADELPHIA &3, PA.

Served as a Junior Counsellor during the summer of 1960,
I was told by several boys of the misconduct.

He told of a recording made by Father Cannon describing
a boy masturbating.

I knew he had the problem. He said that
another Counselleor and all the Junior Counsellors know
about the miscenduct,

He spoke of a Father Bennet; an order priest, who taught

at Reading Central High School but who has since been

transferred, Father Cannon brought him to the camp and
believes that he also has the same problem.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA

Office of: _ Secretary for Clergy

TO: Anthony Cardinal Bevilacqua
FROM:  \onsignor William J. Lynn
géTE ‘September 4, 2002
Reverend John A. Cannon (1948)
Chaplain, Saint Joseph Home for Aged

Attached is a copy of my December 4, 1992 memorandum to you summarizing allegations of sexual
abuse brought against Father John Cannon by Father Cannon denied the
allegations but was cooperative with a psychological evaluation. Attached also is a copy of my
February 8, 1993 memorandum summarizing the results of the evaluation. Father Cannon was 70
years old at the time. You did approve mpa'lticnt hospitalization at the time. The inpatient
hospitalization never took place and I am at a loss as to why this never happened. No further
complaints have been brought against Father Cannon. At the time wanted a cash
settlement which we refused. ' i

Excerpts from these memos may be blocked out for attorney client privilege. I only have copies in
our file. The Grand Jury has the original file.

On July 23, 2002, Bishop Dattilo called me to inform me that who lives in Lancaster,
had approached the Harrisburg Diocese. He went to Harrisburg because Saint Monica's Camp, the
place where the alleged abuse took place, is in the Harrisburg Diocese. He told Bishop Dattilo that
I had told him at the time that his allegations were not credible. Bishop Dattilo said that

states he has a lawyer and all he wants is to be believed. I filled Bishop Dattilo in on

previous demands.

told Bishop Dattilo that Father John McCole could verify what he alleges. had
provided a different priest name before, who did not back up his allegations. I spoke to Father
McCole. Father McCole took Father Cannon's place at the camp. Father McCole stated there were
vague stories about Father Cannon but nothing specific. He stated that no one ever came to him and
made specific allegations, but that there was talk that "Father Cannon was strange."

I told Bishop Dattilo I would review the file and make recommendations regarding the situation.

1 met with Father Cannon on August 2, 2002 to inform him that these allegations have resurfaced.
Father Cannon denied the allegations again. He stated that there was a problem at the camp with a
group of Benedictines trying to start an agricultural school nearby. He said one of them had
problems and came to say Mass for a time until he was let go. Father Cannon feels he may have
been confused with this priest.

Father Cannon is 80 years of age and is assigned as Chaplain at Saint Joseph Home for Aged. He
is willing to retire but would prefer to stay where he is. Even if he retires, [ do not know if there is
enough evidence to keep him from exercising his priestly ministry. He taught high school for 35
years and there are no allegations other than

AR2seeea17

A 2002 memo in which Secretary for Clergy Lynn suggests there is insufficient evidence
to restrict Fr. Cannon’s faculties, even though he had previously admitted molesting boys.
The victim referred to in the memo (whose name is whited out) was one of the boys listed
in Fr. Murphy’s 1964 letter to the Archdiocese. GJ-1980
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ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA

Office of: _ Secretary for Clergy

TO: Anthony Cardinal Bevilacqua

FF'O"'_“ Monsignor William J. Lynn |
géTE September 4, 2002
Reverend John A. Cannon (1948)
Chaplain, Saint Joseph Home for Aged Page 2

s

1 have consu}te_(!l with legal counsel and there is no legal liability in this situation.

Since Father Cannon is open to retirement if suggested, I think it best to go that route. He is the
oldest priest in active ministry at this time. However, I do not believe there is enough evidence to
restrict his priestly service in retirement at this time. This might be a case that could be presented
to the Review Board when it is established. )

Recommendation:

That Fath%an’ﬁo/n be asked to request retirement.

/'?'/’%J A
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