


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































from the Causes and Context study. The Board and Committee on the Protection of Children and 

Young People will meet jointly every year. 

The Board will review the work of the Secretariat of Child and Youth Protection and make 

recommendations to the Executive Director. It will ass ist the Executive Director in the 

development of resources for dioceses. 

ARTICLE 11. The President of the Conference is to inform the Holy See of this revised Charter 

to indicate the manner in which we, the Catholic bishops, together with the entire Church in the 

United States, intend to continue our commitment to the protection of children and young people. 

The President is also to share with the Holy See the annual reports on the implementation of the 

Charter. 

To Protect the Faithful in 

the Future 

ARTICLE 12. Dioceses/eparchies are to maintain "safe environment" programs which the 

diocesan/eparchial bishop deems to be in accord with Catholic moral principles. They are to be 

conducted cooperatively with parents, civil authorities, educators, and community organizations 

to provide education and training for minors, parents, ministers, employees, volunteers, and 

others about ways to sustain and foster a safe environment for minors. Dioceses/eparchies are to 

make clear to clergy and all members of the community the standards of conduct for clergy and 

other persons with regard to their contact with minors. 

ARTICLE 13. The diocesan/eparchial bishop is to evaluate the background of a ll incardinated 

priests and deacons. When a priest or deacon, not incardinated in the diocese/eparchy, is to 

engage in ministry in the diocese/eparchy, regardless of the length of time, the evaluation of his 

background may be satisfied through a written attestation of suitability for ministry supplied by 

his proper ordinary/major superior to the diocese/eparchy. Dioceses/eparchies are to evaluate the 

background of al l their respective diocesan/eparchial and parish/school or other paid personnel 
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and volunteers whose duties include contact with minors. Specifically, they are to utilize the 

resources of law enforcement and other community agencies. Each diocese/eparchy is to 

determine the application/renewal of background checks according to local practice. In addition, 

they are to employ adequate screening and evaluative techniques in deciding the fitness of 

candidates for ordination (see USCCB, Program of Priestly Formation [Fifth Edition], 2006, no. 

39 and the National Directory for the Formation, Ministry and Life of Permanent Deacons in the 

United States, n.178 j).2 

ARTICLE 14. Transfers of all priests and deacons who have committed an act of sexual abuse 

against a minor for residence, including retirement, shall be in accord with Norm 12 of the 

Essential Norms (see Proposed Guidelines on the Transfer or Assignment of Clergy and 

Religious, adopted by the USCCB, the Conference of Major Superiors of Men [CMSM], the 

Leadership Conference of Women Religious [LCWR], and the Council of Major Superiors of 

Women Religious [CMSWR] in 1993). 

ARTICLE 15. To ensure continuing collaboration and mutuality of effort in the protection of 

children and young people on the part of the bishops and religious ordinaries, two representatives 

of the Conference of Major Superiors of Men are to serve as consultants to the Committee on the 

Protection of Children and Young People. At the invitation of the Major Superiors, the 

Committee will designate two of its members to consult with its counterpart at CMSM. 

Diocesan/eparchial bishops and major superiors of clerical institutes or their delegates are to 

meet periodically to coordinate their roles concerning the issue of allegations made against a 

cleric member of a religious institute ministering in a diocese/eparchy. 

ARTICLE 16. Given the extent of the problem of the sexual abuse of minors in our society, we 

are willing to cooperate with other churches and ecclesial communities, other religious bodies, 

institutions of learning, and other interested organizations in conducting research in this area. 

ARTICLE 17. We commit ourselves to work individually in our dioceses/eparchies and together 

as a Conference, through the appropriate committees, to strengthen our programs both for initial 

priestly and diaconal formation and their ongoing formation. With renewed urgency, we will 
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promote programs of human formation for chastity and eel ibacy for both seminarians and priests 

based upon the criteria fou nd in Pastores dabo vobis, no. 50, the Program of Priestly Formation, 

and the Basic Plan for the Ongoing Formation of Priests, as we ll as similar, appropriate 

programs for deacons based upon the criteria found in the National Directory for the Formation, 

Ministry and Life of Permanent Deacons in the United States. We will continue to assist priests, 

deacons, and seminarians in liv ing out their vocation in fa ithful and integral ways. 

Conclusion 

As we wrote in 2002, "It is w ithin this context of the essential soundness of the priesthood and of 

the deep faith of our brothers and sisters in the Church that we know that we can meet and 

resolve this crisis for now and the future." 

We reaffirm that the vast majority of priests and deacons serve their people faithfully and that 

they have their esteem and affection. They also have our respect and support and our 

commitment to their good names and well-being. 

An essential means of dealing with the cris is is prayer for healing and reconciliation, and acts of 

reparation for the grave offense to God and the deep wound inflicted upon his holy people. 

Closely connected to prayer and acts of reparation is the call to holiness of life and the care of 

the diocesan/eparchial bishop to ensure that he and his priests and deacons avail themselves of 

the proven ways of avoiding sin and growing in ho liness of life. 

It is with reliance on the grace of God and in a spirit of prayer and penance that we renew the 

pledges which we made in the 2002 Charter: 

We pledge most solemnly to one another and to you, God's people, that we will work to our 

utmost for the protection of children and youth. 

We pledge that we will devote to this goal the resources and personnel necessary to 

accomplish it. 
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Attorney's investigators as to the protocol for the immediate collection and 

preservation of said evidence, unless exigent circumstances exist such as 

environmental contamination and/or influence, potential alteration, destruction, 

confiscation, secretion, or the like. (d) Under such circumstances, the following 

procedures should be implemented immediately: 

• Photograph evidence in place 

• Chart topographically, and contemporaneously document and memorialize 

through note taking 

• Collect and preserve evidence in the manner prescribed by the established 

standards, including scientific protocol 

• Upon transfer of evidence to the District Attorney's investigator, a receipt 

confirming transfer shall and must be obtained from that investigator, thus 

preserving the chain of custody. 
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