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Father Joseph M. Nolan
September 11, 2019

Father Joseph M. Nolan, a retired priest of
the Diocese of Brooklyn who had served as
pastor of Sacred Heart Parish, Cambria
Heights, for 21 years, died on Aug. 31 at the
Bishop Mugavero Residence in Douglaston.
He was 97.

A vigil Mass for Father Nolan was offered at
Sacred Heart on Sept. 5. His funeral Mass
was celebrated at the Immaculate
Conception Center, Douglaston, on Sept. 6.

Both Masses were celebrated by Auxiliary
Bishop Guy Sansaricq. Father George
Cowan, a retired priest of the diocese, was
the homilist at the funeral Mass.

“He had a very rough voice,” Father Cowan
said of his longtime friend in an interview with
The Tablet. “But once you got to know him,
he was a marshmallow inside. He was a

gentle, gentle caring man.”

Born in Brooklyn in 1922, Father Nolan attended Cathedral College and Immaculate Conception
Seminary, Huntingdon, L.I. He was ordained in 1947 by Bishop Thomas E. Molloy at St. James Pro-
Cathedral, Downtown Brooklyn.

Father Nolan was pastor of Sacred Heart from 1976 to 1997. He also served at Holy Innocents, Flatbush,
1947-48; Immaculate Conception, Astoria, 1948-50; St. Michael, Sunset Park, 1950-52; Assumption,
Brooklyn Heights, 1952-63; St. Vincent Ferrer, Flatbush, 1963-68; Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Red Hook, 1968-75; and Our Lady of the Snows, North Floral Park, 1975-78.

In addition, he was chaplain of the Young Christian Workers for Kings County and a member of the
diocesan priests’ Senate.

His burial was at Holy Cross Cemetery, Flatbush.

Share this article with a friend.
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