
TIMELINE OF ASSIGNMENTS, ACCUSATIONS AND ACTIONS REGARDING 
MICHAEL E. NOWAK 

Date of Birth: March 22, 1953 
Ordination:  May 17, 1997 

ASSIGNMENTS 

Year Parish Location Appointment 

1997 Christ King Parish Wauwatosa, WI Associate Pastor 

2003 St. Therese Parish Kenosha, WI Pastor 

ACCUSATIONS 

Date of Act Age Allegation Date Reported 

Feb 2011 17 Sexually explicit telephone contact; 
obscenity; suggest lewd or lascivious act May 2011 

May 2011 14 Sexually explicit telephone contact; 
obscenity; suggest lewd or lascivious act May 2011 

2002 - 2003 16 Sexual assault 2012 

CIVIL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE CLERIC 

Year Type/Case Conviction Sentence 

2011 

Criminal case – charged with 
sexually explicit telephone 
contact; obscenity; suggest 
lewd or lascivious acts 

Guilty plea 
July 21, 2011 

1 year probation with conditions; 
probation offer rejected; elected to 
serve two 30-day terms in jail 

2012 Claim filed under seal in 
bankruptcy court 

Authorities unable to follow up 
because name under seal 

MEASURES TAKEN BY THE ARCHDIOCESE 

Year 

May 2011 Removed from ministry and placed under precept with all ministry restricted 

July 2011 Requested and received resignation as pastor 

Nov 2011 Requested petition for voluntary laicization; rejected 

2012 Turned case over to the District Attorney for prosecution. Claimant would not 
cooperate so charges could not be filed.   

2012 Case submitted to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 

2015 Petition for voluntary laicization submitted 

2015 Nowak laicized by Pope Francis 
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