The New York Age, December 4, 1954

hﬂﬁu Race Differences In

Catholicism,

Speaking recently at the Catho-

Rev, Eugene J, Hicks, a young
Negro priest, declared that there
was no basic difference in races
of the Catholic faith, The conclu-
sion, the speaker explained, was
predicated on his experience in a
suburban all-white area and an ur-
ban all-Negro community,

Father Hicks, who now serves
as an assistant priest at St
Charles Borommeo Parish in Har-
lem was formerly at Regina Coeli
(Queen of Heaven) parish, Hyde
Park, N. Y, He asserted that he
had found at the first assign.
ment “a real Christian spirit and
never one instance of uncharitable.
ness” because of his race. !
PARISHIONERS DISREGARDED
RACIAL ORIGIN

Although an all-white parish, the
young priest said the Hyde Park
parishioners had received a n d
treated him as they would
other priest, and had invited
visiting relatives to stay at their
homes when they came to see him,
TREATED AS ANY OTHER
CATHOLIC BOY

In speaking of his present as-
speaking person with a pleasant
personality, said the parishioners
| of St, Charles have received him
with “an evident joy at having
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lic Interracial Forum here, thel

Says Priest

for the priesthood.

Born 28 years ago in Cambridge,
come a priest while a pupil in the
Padua in the Bronx where he
was reared. He attended Cathedral
College Minor Preparatory semin-
ary of the Archdiocese of New
York and St. Joseph's Seminary,
Dunwoodie, Yonkers,

He was ordained in May, 1952,
and his first assignment was the
parish at Hyde Park where he
remained for two and a half years.

ber togthe Harlem parish,

He was transferred last Septem-

RV. EUGENE J, HICKS
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