"He'll go to Vatican
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is”Sunday, parishioners at
St Pius X Catholic Charch will
say a bittersweet goodbye to Rev.
Michael Higgins, associate pastor
at the Chula Vista church.
The priest has accepted an
opportunity to study moral
and canon law at the
Catholic University of America in
. Washington, D.C., followed by
more study at Gregorian
University in Rome, with some
“practical work'" thrown in at the
Vatican.
THE WORK will groom Father
Higgins to help with revisions in
the church’s canon law, r:les
lating church worship which
m :ﬁm changed since 1917,
and ,it will atso signal the
beginning of his eareer in Catholic
hierarchy.
Both laymen and clergy who
work closely with the priest are
not surprised by official
recognitian of his abilities. He has
the driving force, intelligence and
dedication that makes him : -
successful both as a minister to REV. MICHAEL HIGGINS LEAVES PIUS X
his people and as a theologian. Priest will study in Washington and the Vatican.
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Rev. Higgins leaves St. Pius

from becoming the

‘to serve the educated
congregations that exist today. the
‘remarked.

“People want to observe the

_law in a more positive sense.”" he

things on their own. It's a
response of love rather than out of
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Ministers encounter many of
the same problems, he noted, and
association in a group can help the
movement toward unification.

“The ecumenical movement is
very important,” Rev. Higgins
asserted. “There's so much work
to be done churches can no longer
be fighting among themselves."

The priest, a native of Ireland
who was ordained in San Diego in
1964, admits that he will miss
parish work, even though he has *
an important mission to perform

“1 really like Pius X," Father
Higgins said. “I'll miss working
with people. and I'm fond of
Father (James) McCinley. He's a
wonderful pastor and he gave me
great freedom to develop different
programs. He really lived the
philosophy of co-responsibility.




