6

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Tuesday, August 25, 1987

PRIESTS AND PEDOPHELIA

By Eleanor Bergholz
Post-Gasette S Weime

The February conviction of the
Rev. Roger Trott of the Greensbarg
Diocese for child sexual abuse con-
trasts sharply with the way the
diocese and local law enforcement
officials handled a similar case
several years earlier

Trolt, former pastor of §t. John
the Baptist de la Salle parish in
Delment, admitted molesting 12

N

¥hen parents reported Trott's
fondling of their children fo the
Westmoreland County Children's
Bureau, It Investigated and re
ferred the case to the district attor-
ney for prosecution Church
afficsnls relieved Trott of his pasto-
ral duties

Under a plea bargain discussed
with the pareats, Trott was charged
with one count of corruption of
minars involving & 13-year-old al
tar boy and sentenced to five years'
probation,

The deal also roquired Troit, 42,
to be treated for pedophills, &
sexual disorder in which the love
object 15 a child, at St Luke's
Institute in Switland, Md

Troll's case was handled swiftly,
openly and decisively. But that of
the Rev. Dennis Dellamalva o few
years earlier did not result in prose
cution, Instead, thore was a civil
case that has remained secret for
five years

In May 1986, the Greensburg
Diocese paid two families $375,000
to settle & civil lawsait brought in
1983 on behalf of three teen-age
boys molested by Dellamalva, a
former associate pastor at Mother
of Sorrows parish in Murrysville

Dellamalva’s case came to him
now. He said police, investigators,
the Children's Bureau and the dio-
cese all learned a great deal from
the inaction that characterized the
Dellamalva case

‘If that case happened today, it
would have been reported much
sooner and it would have been more
fully investigated," he said. “The
Children's Bureau was not invalved
There was no investigation

We prepared a criminal com
plaint, but the families decided they
wished not to pursue it. |Today| we
would have been able to convince
the victims that [criminal prosece-
tion] would not have hurt their
Interests "

Driscoll praised the way the
Greensburg Diocese handled the
Troti case, "The diocese has made a
complote turnabout in the way they
view this type of a case. One could
nat ask for a betler response. They
WOre very prampl, very decisive, no
equlvocation, They acted in & cle
et manner from the outset

Todny's greater opeaness in han
dling such cases, in Greensburg and
elsowbere, |a the result of several
factors new laws thal require more
reporting of child soxual abuse
urr.\lvr‘]mhln awarencss. cancelln
tlon of diccesan Habllity insurance
for woxual misconduct: and a dovel
oping understanding by die n
officinls nbout the addictive nature
of pedophilia

As a rosult of these factors, e
four Catholic dioceses in Western
Pennsylvania aro beginaing to de
velop polictes to deal with such
e

.
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matse — & priest who brought new
life to the parish when he arrived i
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Teny Tye/ Post-Gazeetn

The Rev. Roger Trott’s case was handled swiftly, openly and decisively.
But that of the Rev. Dennis Dellamalva a few years earlier did not result in prosecution.
There was instead a civil case that has remained secret for five years.

In the spring of 1982, without
explanation 1o parshioners, Della-
malva was transferred to Holy
Family in Latrobe

A year later, two sets of parents
from Mother of Sorrows told the
district attorney that Dellamalva
had molested their sons.

Driscall said he learned about
Dellamalva as the statute of limita-
tions on his offenses was running
out

“We prepared a criminal com-
plaint but we did not officially file
charges.” he said, adding that his
office was guided by the feelings of
the families and their attormey who
wanted 10 protect the boys' privacy.

Parishioaers say Dellamalva

molested as many as & dozen boys
In the civil sait filed in April
1903, parents retained Melvin Belli

A ond Ene priest, tne Rev
n Murray, 64, of S5t. Matthew
cused of fondling a
d altar boy

of San Francisco to represent them.

The complaint states that Deila-
malva “misused his position of
special trust and confidence.” and
that pumerous instances of meles
tation occurred in 1500 and 1961
while Dellamalva was “acting with
in the scope of his employment as 2

priest
1t says Dellamaiva had “improp-
er and (llegal sexual comtact by
touching thesr penitals and fondling
them™ while 3 goest in one [amily’s
home, ance on Christmas Day, ia
the sacristy. and in the
confersonal
Dellamalva failed 1o Mop his
devianl bebavier alter being con
franted by one family, the com
laint states, and the sow-retired
Hishop Willlam Connare “failed to
discharge Dellamalva (rom his du
ties after having boen confromted by
the plaintills and others
In February 1584, dsocesan altor
neys argued soocessfully to seal
records in the civil suil despite
parental opposition
In March 1987, (he Post-Gazette
asked that the seal be Nited After 2
series of hearings and legal arge-
ments. Common Pleas Judge Doo-
ef1a Ambrose opesed the recerd bet
kept the depositions of Connare and
Dellamalva secret, evea though
they had been filed in court. As 3
result, many details of what what
happened and bow bong the diocese
knew about Dellamalva’s bedavior
remain secred 1oday
Dellamalva was sent 10 & psychi-
atric bospital in Hartford, Coma
called the Institute of Living

ber refused comment. He is
on Jeave in the 1966 Cathelic
edy Directory, and 3
cial has sagpested thi

process of being laiczed, or re
moved from the priesthood

Besides Trott, a brother has been
prosecuted in Al County and
two priests in Erie County for
sexual acts invelving children

In Cambria County, the Altoona
Jekastown Diocese and a Commaon
Pleas judge have muzzled four sets
of parents whe sued the diccese in
May 1586 They seck damages on
beball of five children they say
were molested by Msgr Francis
McCaa

McCaa, 62, was pastor of Holy
Name paruh in Ebensbarg and was
ence chascellor of the diocese

In 1985, parents told the district
attorsey about the molestations
er cooncluding that mo actioe
uld be forthcoming from pow
etired Dishop James J. Hogan

Within a week of the meeting
with the DA aad after » lelevision
report about the charges, McCaa
resigned. Altoona station WTAJ-TV
reported (hat McCaa had fondied
the boys

Dustrict Attorney Gerald Long
did oot file criminal charges. He
has since been elected to Cambria
County Common Pleas Court and
has become the judge in the civil
suit filed by the parents Long alwo
s 2 member of Holy Name parish.
He &id pot asswer repeated phose
calls, nor would be be questioned in
persen about the case

Long sealed the record as Am-
brese had done. again. even though
parents of the boys opposed the

The seal is 30 broad, the

parents and their sttorney say, that
they are not permuitted 1o discuss
anything about the case

The suit is still peading McCaa
pow works 3s a chaplain in 2
hospital in another state. a diocesan
offictal sasd listed in the 1586
hadic Direct absent on sick

In Erte County, Assistant District
Atterney Tim as said parents
from St Gregory E:nsh in North
East told him their 7-year-old
daughter had been molested by the
pastor, the Rev. Dunald Bolton

Lizcas said the parents came to
hin because they feit Bolton's or
der, the Redemptorists, had re

ged on a promise that be would
nat work with childres again. The
parents had discovered that Bolton
was teaching at & school in New
York

An Erle diocesan official sald the
diocese was not responsible for
Haolton because he was a member of
@ religioes oeder

Bolton, 80, was charged in No-
vember 1086 with one count each of
indecent assault and corruption of
minors. He pleaded guikty and re-
ceived three years' prebation in
February 1987

He was accused of fondling the
gerl many tiemes during the previous
two years. The police ofticer who
arrested Holton wald there were
other victima but that the statute of
lirmitations had run out and Bolton
could mot be prosecuted. Holton
agreed o enter 4 program that
treats sexual disorders

A second Erie priest. the Rev
John Murray, 84, of St Matthew

rish, Erie County, was charged in

ay 1085 with one count each of
indecent assault and corruption of
musors. He was accused of fondling
4 12-year-old altar boy on Apnil 1,
1985, at the church. The boy's
parents reported it to the police

Merray pleaded no contest In
August 1983, In the fall of 1986, he
was sentenced to one years proba-
tion. In the interim he weat to two
treatment facilities

Gary Lenckl, director of infor
matien for the Erie Diocese, said
Murray has been removed from
active ministry

In tember 1986, Brother

vintz, 60, pleaded no
o a lu'"an?; conduct

alter the orl
mmdm

the plea bargaln wan arranged at
the HI: of the vielim and his
family se the boy did not want
o testify,

Mravintz taught mathematics at
his, Tenn. Catholic High

vintz belongs,

certain” Brother Ralph
pedophile and feels he was talsely
accused. He nald the arder plans Lo
try to have the conviction expunged

from Mravints's record,

Ruddy sald Mravintz accepted a
plea of o contest, calling that o
tacit admisslon that he did some.
thing wrong. He said he would
my effort to expunge Mra-

s record,

Ruddy said a friend of the sto-
dent’s reported a similar incident
but recanted it t the principal the
next day. Mravintz did give police a
necktie’ with a naked torso of
woman on the back, which the boy
sald the teacher wore,

Memphis Catholic High School
principal Edward Locks said Mra-
vintz presents no danger lo

udents.

“We and the order are behind
him 100 percent. They [the arder]
said there was no incident. Eventu-
ally, it will be expunged fram his
record He is doing a fine job at
Memphis Cathalic."

Mgavipi2 could not be reached
for comment. His attarney, John
Doberty, refused to discuss his case.

A Pittsburgh Diocesan spokes-
man, the Rev. Ronald Lengwin, said
the diocese had no responsibility for
Mravintz because the brother is a
member of a relighous order.

The four Western Peansylvania
dinceses are in varying stages of
developing policies to deal with
priests accused of child sexual
abuse

The policy of the Greensburg
Diocese, adopted in January 1985,
states that the diocese will investi-
gate any reports of abuse. If the
allegations are true, the priest is
relieved of his duties and sent for 2
medical evaluation. The diocese
will cooperate fully with elvil au-
thoritles and will assure victima
that they are of “peimary concern

The policy of the Pittsburgh Dio-
cese, adopted in February, states
that If bona fide reports are made
regarding the misconduct of a
prieat, the secretary for clorgy and
pastoral life will “make whatever
intervention seems appeopelate.”

The Erle Diocese is in the process
of drafting a palicy covering any
dincesan employee invalved in child
sexual abuse, The poliey will deal
with the victims, the victima' fam
Iy and the porpedrator

In Altoona-Jahnstown, the policy
I8 to remove the priest from his
position ax soon o problem
emerges

""You would try to find an assign-
ment where the priest would nat
come ino contact with children in
e course of his dutles,” said Msgr
Philip Saylor,

He said diocesan officials went Lo
a reglonal meeting last yoar at
which eivil and canon lawyers and a
psychiatrist advised that such situn-
tions should be dealt with
immediately

But as it stands now, he said, a
bishop has “infinite durrcllonary
power in dealing with a situation."

“Ag far as [ am concerned, the
whaole thing infuriates me,” Saylor
said. “When you get a bad priest, il
reflects on the whole chorch. Ti
reflects on all priests. But | am not
surprised.  We are all human
beings."

)
vi



