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St. Francis founder mourned by parish

By JAMES P. QUARANTA
Staff Writer
jquaranta@thedailyjournal.com

VINELAND — The Rev.
Richard Gerbino, founding
pastor of St. Francis of
Assisi Church, came to
Vineland with a broken
pair of eyeglasses and one
suitcase. He left behind

AT A sLANCE

A funeral Mass for the Rev. Richard Gerbino will be celebrated
Thursday at 11 a.m. in the Nativity Church on Delsea Drive in
Franklinville. Burial will be in Sacred Heart Cemetery. A viewing
will be held from 9:30 to 10:45 a.m. Thursday in the church.

many friends and a legacy
of deep faith.

Gerbino died Good Fri-
day in Our Lady’s Residence

in Pleasantville, a nursing

home operated by the Cam-

den Diocese. He was 82
Gerbino was born in

New York
City. He

was
ordaineda
priest in

1952 at the

and held a degree in philos-
ophy. He was assistant pas-
tor at Our Lady of Mt
Carmel in Camden before
coming to Vineland to
establish St Francis Parish

Known as Father
Richard, Poppa Rich and
Poppa to many, he arrived
in the city in the spring of
1961

A delegation of business
and professional members
of the community led by the
late George “Duke” Luciano
greeted Gerbino and took
him to the Circle restau-
rant, where a luncheon was
arranged in his honor.

After lunch, Gerbino
spoke about the Camden

Please see GERBINO on A2
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