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Ireland’s glft to Florida

Diocese of Venice
home to 17 priests
who left Emerald Isle
to serve church here

Church, when priest tohisclassin
M»ntammm

“1 ke of the beautiful climate.
himnuyinldmhmm

ay Iways green,”
Anglim recalled.

Though the visiting priest neglected to give an
equally vivid description of Florida's long, hot
summers, sald Anglim, now pastor of St. Francis
Xavier parish in Fort Myers and vicar general of the
Diocese of Venice, “Florida summers are not too
muchofap lor the climate

have

He really sold me Florida.”

The Rev. Edward McLoughlin, now 35, knew he'd
leave Ireland to become a priest in Florida when he
wasstill a boy, one of 17 brothers and sisters gathered
around the family table listening to his uncle tell of the
mission work here. McLoughlin's uncle, whostill
serves asa priest in Tampa, came here from Ireland in

1933.0n hisyearly hetold P

ageoip
Py

egan to migr to Florida.
McLoughlin and his brother Nicholasare now priests
atSt. Charles Borromeo parish in Port Charlotte. A
third brother, Luke, isa priest inJacksonville.

The Rev. David Page, pastor of St. James
Cathedral in Orlando, wanted to be a missionary to
Africa, but hissuperiorsin the seminary told him he
hadto English- ntry — either
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Florida. McLoughlin was by his uncle, who was a priest in the U.S.

Ireland is with to then parade. But the
cause no longer overflowing young nl'ﬂ‘-. “lhgg":

“They have enough for themselves, but not for the m.mnmu»umnwmuum

rest of the world,” Page said. “The dioceses here are church.”
happy to get them, but it isdifficult.” Differences over the proper observance of St. Pat-
for Ireland's moun- rick's Day aside, Anglim believes that Irish priests
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tices, such as dying beer or rivers or painting streets  Seminary in Baltimore in 1950, he said, was the work

green, quite bizarre, ethic.
In Ireland, it is a national holiday with a religious “The Irish have a balance between the need to work
St. Patrick was the English priest who converted  and the need for physical and mental relaxation,” he

the Irish to sald. “It's a good approach because it wards off burnout
“We mwmmmumm— and d pressure. I felta tre d
orange — to remind us of our faith,"”
arenow studying for the priesthood but mainly be- ge“" mdd."l'umuomyolmelmw.o See IRISH, page 6D
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McLoughlin recalled & more pro-
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here. | have never met an Irish work:
anend, not an end in itself. ™
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