Catholic Priest Is ‘Sky Pilot' Who

Really Believes In Riding Sky Lanes |

By John B. Curlls
SANTA FE, April 13 (A1 — "I"he
Rev, Richard E. Spellman, 28-year-
nld Sanla Fe Calholle priest, is a
"sky pliol" who really belives In
riding (he alr lanes.

Father Spellman—nn relation to
Archbishop Spgliman of New York
— I8 assislant pastor, of Our Lady
of Gadalupe pntish In Santa Fe
and director of youth nclivities
for the Archdiocese. He recently
purchased his own plahe, a Lwo-
place 1041 Pliper coupe, and [low
it here nonstop from ° Coloradn
Springs In three and a hall hours,

He huas been flying for five and
a hall yeoars, holds a private pl-
lot's license and has fown Catho-
lle  dignitaires Including RBishop
Shiel, auxiliary bishop of Chicago,
and the Most. Reverend Edwin V.
Byrne, Archbishop of Santa )e, an
ardent travier-hy-air, A few days
duys afler Arvchbishop Byrne was
nstalled here last September he
vas Mown by Father Spellman Lo
Cueson, Avizona, for Lhe consecra-
ton of James P. Davis as hishop
i San Junn, PR,

Falhey Spellman, who studled al

i

SL. 'Thomas Seminary in Denver
and was ordalned In Chlecago Feb-
ruary 2, 1943, has been In and oul
of New Mexico for the last six
or seven years, spendjng his sum-
mers doing calechelical work In

oullying seclions.

“I saw a couple of ranchers us-
Ing planes in Helr work,"she 2aid,
“and it occurred to me (hal of
planes could It In 80 well there,
why not In furthering the work of
the church, oo? As n youngster,
1 was crazy aboul planes and was
nlways looling around wilh moc-
cls,

So [ studied up on varlous in-
stances where planes had  been
used hy church people. Then 1 be-
gnn contacting different air
schools." ”

During his 1038 summer vaeation
he entered the Lewis school ol
acronaulics in Chicago, Lhen con-
ducted under (he auspices of Lhe

Chicago archdiocese and laler k- !

en over hy the Navy. Eight weeks
lo the day ufler taking his first
lesson, he passed his private pi-
lot's Lest, e now has severa) hun-
tred hours In the air and has
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flown all Lypes of ships In all parts
aof the country.

Father Spellman is a lirst lieu-
lenanl. and squadron commander
in the New Mexico wing of the
civil ale patrol, with which he has
than a year's ncllve ser-
vice. He has parlicipaled in active
duly missions wilh the CAP bom-
ber search group and was one of
the Tllers who several weeks ago
located from the air the crashed
CAP plane in which wo Roswell
young men were killed while scek-
ing a missing army homber,

His hew plane has a cruising
speed of 90 miles an hour and Its
cruising range is 150 miles, e
painis nut that he ecan now [y
nonlop o any point in New Mrex-
o,

Inasmuch as his recent appoini-
menit by the Archbishop as Arch-
diocesnn Youlh Director will re-
quire considerarcle traveling aboul
the staute, Father Spellman intends
to use his plane wherever possible
and practical, [le Is a confirmed
advoented of -nle 1ravel as an ece-
onomical morde of getling around
and as o Lime saver.




