‘JET’ Tolan
takes a bow

The colorful Monsignor J.E. “JET”
Tolan, perhaps lowa’s best-known
Cathollc prieat and a champion par-
ty-giver, officially
takes retirement
next Sunday at an
% afternoon on
..« his congregation is
*® having at St.

& Joseph’s Church in
. the northwest lowa
me town of Wall Lake.

“It'll be a little
quieter than the
way I planned on

TOLAN going out,” Tolan,
74, said from Holy Spirit Retirement
Home in Sioux City, where he is living
while battling health problems. “I
was going to have one final, big pro-
duction like I've put on so many
times. But I'm not up to it.”

His big productions were his annu-
al “JET 100" parties — he had 35 of
them — which grew from a humble
game feed in a church basement in
Sac City. Later ones became some-
times wild extravaganzas, initially
for 100 and later for 250 or more of
the state's top business, political,
sports and media figures at ball-
rooms in Fort Dodge or Lake View or
at the estate of Byron Godbersen, the
wealthy Ida Grove industrialist.

“JET is a true friend,” said God-
bersen, a major benefactor of the
parties. “He's this Lutheran’s priest.”

Corporate donations paid for the
parties, which included cocktails,
elaborate dinpers, wines, take-home
gifts and entertainment. Money left
aver went to charities.

Tolan always became part of the
entertainment, usually singing “I Did
It My Way” (turning it into "T Did It
the JET Way") while his brother,
Justin, a Pocabontas deatist, ll:::“
Nﬂ’h accompanimeant on a v

“JET's a great guy, a great lowan,
with a great sense of humor.," Gov.

J.E. “JET"

Branstad is a veteran of the
parties, as was his predecessor in of-
fice, Robert Ray. Tolan once staged
Ray's "coronation” and had the gov-
ernor ride a white horse into a ball-
room, reporters trailing behind for
manure plekup,

There always were such hijinks,
some planned and some not. Once, at
a wintertime JET 100, a tipsy state
legisiator tried to jump over the
fence into Tolan's chureh's Nativity
seene and broke his leg.

1 decided (0 Start calming tMngs
down in later years,” said Tolan. “A
good Iriend of mine, Bill Farner from
Carroll, grabbed me one night and
said, ‘You're better than that pro-
gram you had,” and he was right. They
@0t Larner, but we always had that ca-
maraderie.”

- The last one was five years ago. To-
lAn sneaked away from the cocktail
crowd and made a grand entrance to
dinner in a coffin, up In a
white suit and top hat when the lLid
was lifted.

At another one, at the Starlite
Motel in Fort Dodge, the drapes on
the ballroom were drawn open so his
guests could see him “walk on
water." He actually ran across a
plank positioped just under the sur-
face of the swimming pool

Tolan, at 179 pounds now a shadow
of his former self, left Wall Lake in
February for the Mayo Clinic.

T don't want anybody singing any
sad songs for me, but I've had a
time " e said. "1 found out | had a
heart attack nine months ago and
didn’t even know it. Then I got a dis-
ease, an infection of my muscles,
thal's affected my whole immune
system. But make it clear it's not
AIDS

“T've been on strong medicine, and
I've hod depression, Everything hit at

He may be best known publicly for
the old party antics, but the Fonda na-
tive also is res as a great friend
of youth and an effective priest. He's
had extremely loyal congregations in
his 48.year ministry in Sioux City,




T Branstad said. ""Not t Sac City, H Lak and
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