Standing behind the altar at Our Lady of Fatima
Church, the Rev. Ralph Lawrence of Monroe con-
templates the approaching celebration of the
Diamond Sacerdotal Jubilee of his ordination to the

Catholic priesthood.
Croft)

(Staff Photo by Margarel

Christianity of the Rev. Ralph
Lawrence, 86, of Monroe.

To mark this achievement he will
celebrate the Diamond Sacerdotal
Jubilee of his ordination with a Con-
celebrated Mass at Our Lady of Fatima
Catholic Church, 3200 block of Con-
cordia, at 5:30 p.m. Monday.

This will be followed by a supper at the
Embers Restaurant with priests of the
Monroe area attending. Eddie Merhige
will be host.

In Retirement

Father Lawrence, now in retirement,
is a guest at St. Joseph's Home on
Sterlington Rd. He has one sister, Mrs.
Marguerite Sweeney, who resides in
Denver.

Looking back on his work, he
estimated that he probably has
celebrated mass at least 21900 times
And he hasn't stopped adding to this
total. He still says mass every day at St.
Joseph's Home.

““The priesthood has been a happy and
joyous time and I hope there will be
many boys to follow in my foolsteps,"” he
observed.

A tribute to the jovial priest who has a
good sense of humor, was given recently
by the Rev. William J. Lee, S. S,
president of St. Mary's Seminary in
Baltimore, Md.

He told Father Lawrence that “After
checking our records we were able to
ascertain that the actual date of your
ordination was on May 25, 1916.” And
then on behalf of the seminary and
himsell extended congratulations on
Father Lawrence's achievement. He
said, *'Your 60 years of priestly services
have spanned one of the most turbulent
periods of church history."”

The son of William Phillip Lawrence
and Nora Marie K. , Fr. Lawrence
was born May 16, 18% in Colorado
Springs, Colo. He attended Bancroft
Elementary and graduated from
Colorado Springs High School, attended
Sacred Heart College in Denver for two
years, afterwards entering the Diocesan
Seminary in Denver for two years.

The next four years were spent at the
major seminary, St. Mary's in
Baltimore, and studying theology. St
Mary's Seminary was staffed by the
Sulpician Fathers, a group of priests
originally from France, whose speciality
was training seminarians for the
priesthood Father Lawrence's class of




