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Parish mourns Fr. Molenschot
Beloved Belledeau pastor dies in Alexandria at age of 89

Avoyelles Parish has lost one of
its most beloved clergymen. Rev.
Adrian L. Molenschot, retired pas-
tor of St. Martin of Tours Catholic
Church in Belledeau, died at 10:30

.m. Wednesday, Dec. 7, 1994 at
eritage Manor Nursing Home in
Alexandria. He was 89. 17
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Fr. Adrian Molenschot
Longtime pastor of
St. Martin of Tours

Funcral services were held at 10
am. Saturday, Dec. 10 at St. Mar-
tin of Tours Church, with Bishop
Sam Jacobs and Rev. Timothy
Marceau, OSB, officiating. Burial
was in the church cemetery in

Belledeau under the direction of ¢

Escude of Mansura.
While his only survivor is his
sister, Rhea Swaans of Holland, Fr,
was a true “father” 10
Barichioners. who moum  his

death as deeply as though they
wmalsomemh{noﬂlishmﬂy.
Rev. Molenschot was a native of

unswerving faith until his retire-
ment in June of 1989.

During his 39-ycar stay in
Belledeau, Fr. Molenschot made an
indelible impression on the com-
muni(:{. He was y involved in
one of his greatest loves - a min-
istry of music, forming a choir,
building a choir loft obtaining
an for the church. He also di-
rected the choir at St. Joseph's
Church in Marksville for scveral

in 1950, the Silver Beaver in

1959, and the St Award in

1978, He was also a

member of the Order of the Arow.

Under his guidance, 43 boys in his

troop reached the rank of Eagle
oul.

His commiument to his
extended even o their livels
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Fr. Mate®chot undertook the
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cess that eventually led 10 the es-
tablishment of the sweet potato
canning plant in his community.

As pastor, Fr. Molcnschot saw
the nced for a new church in
Belledeau, to replace the wooden

structure. Plans were draw and the

' church was finally completed in

1966. A new rectory was built in
1973, replacing one that was dete-
i Fr. Molenschot then

) n'ommﬁi
turned his attention toward build-

ing a parish hall, but before this
could come about, tragedy struck.
On Feb. 3, 1979, while Fr.
Molenschot was offering Mass, a
fire engulfed the rectory, destroy-
ing not only the building but all the

vital ;lmmmuyell. Gone“ Fr. Molenschot has been the re-
were his cheri pictures, as well cipient of many honors, includin,
as a Dutch bible he had read since " man of the Year" awmgl
his childhood. Fr. Molenschot must  from Fourth Degree Knights of
God Columbus in 1987; and "Lifetime

Avi " by the Journal, given
in 1988. He has feen feted on the
occasion of his 50th anniversary as
P E‘m and by St Joseph's
ic Church for his contribu-

tions to the choir. When he retired,

he was showered with gifts and
uw:llu'ri:test‘rompeoplemn

parish,
Last week, God called his faith-
ful servant home. Fr. Molenschot
will be sorely missed by all who
knew him.
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damage to the building and
mhcmndmg sorrow (0 ils pastor’s

Already beginning to feel the ad-
vancement of age, a frail Fr.
Molenschot nevertheless rallied to
the needs of his flock, ministering
to their spiritual needs while nego-
tiating for the repair of the church
and rectory and for the construc-
tion of the parish hall,



