Trial over, doubts linger
in Chicago priest’s death

By Teresa Albor
Special to The Tribune

KORONADAL, Plu
The trial of y, 8c-
Schmim of mw Rev. Carl

priest, drew
to a clooe this week in a small,
noisy courtroom in southem
Mi ao, 650 miles south of
M:l‘tlll:'o gh the presidi
0 p ng ju

has 90 days to announce hut
cision—there is no jury in
Philippine criminal cases—the
expectation among most obser-
vers, includin ecial State
Prosecutor Aurelio Trampe, is a
murder conviction,

The courtroom was crowded
this week with American mis-
sionary priests, nuns and local
townspeople. ’f'ribal representa-
tives, dressed in embroidered
wraparounds and beaded head-
dresses, were asked to turn over
their hcavy brass belts with
jlngling bells to courtroom

According to witnesses, Father
Schmitz, 70, was shot to death
April 7, 1988 around 9 p.m. on
the stcpa of his mountain mis-
sion in Bulol, 10 miles
north of the provin capital of
Koronadal, man who fired

the gun was Munday, 28, au'ib-
al wllager who ;ndnated from

the mission school.

Munday admits to the killing

but innocent to murder,
leuerconmtionon

“1 did it, should be
punished—but l didn’t mean

to,” u Munday, who
WhydndM
slender man, an a father o

four, kill Father Schmitz?

There is no clear answer,

There are, however, a number
of un but credible stories
circulating besides Munday's
statement that he believed
Father Schmitz was “collabora-
ting with communists,”

Many think Munday did not

act alone.
everyone is ask-

mch includes the Bulol mis-

The unproven conspiracy the-
ories point to the , busi-
nessmen involved in ng. the
village leader, and even the
Communist Party itself.
It seems one pious man, com-
to serving the poor, was,
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