~Pather Joseph Reade of 8, Mary's Hospital tells of his early interest and work in the theater,

After long absence from acting,
local priest returns to MC stage

director at St. Mary's Hospilal to dedi

By GINGER DEISHER
Sentinel Staff Writer

The Rev. Joseph Reade. a priest in
the Grand Junction area for almost
gix years, will be returning (o the
stage tonight after an absence of 23
years

Father Reade will portray Rupert
in the Mesa College Summer Player's
production of ‘“‘Rope,” by Patrick
Hamilton, Under the direction of Wil
liam Robinson, the play is being given
al 8:30 p.m. tonight, Friday and Satur
day at Walter Walker Little Theater

The responsibilities of the pries
thood have not given Father Reade
too. much time to continue with his
theatrical interests, so he feels he
may have been a bit rusty during first
rehearsals. “I've goften back info the
swing of things. howeyer = he said

Father Reade's adjustment was not
to0 surprising. considering he was a

essional actor in Jreland and Hol-
a number of years before be

coming & priest

Among his numerous roles during
the span of his acting was the same
character he is now portraying In
“Ropes."’ In fact, Father Reade esti
mates he has been in more than 150
performances of the play and recalls
the variety of characters which he
has played
“Al one time | acted the role of the
young man, Bul thal was many years
8go," he laughed. “Now I shall use
paint and a bit of gold spray for my
hair and try to get away with looking
age 30. Do you think | can do it™

The priest's interest in acting began
when he was growing up in Cork City

Ureland. the place of his birth. At
the age of 14 he entered the Shakes
pearean School of Acting and contin
uved his dramatics work throughout
college. He earned a master's degree
in music from National University of
Ireland

Upon graduation from the univer
sity, Father Reade joined the Dublin
Gate Theatre Co, a renowned group
which boasts such actors as James
Mason and Orson Welles, as former
players

During World War 11, Father Reade
was a member of the Entertainments
National Service Assn., the British
equivalent to USO. He acted the lead
for “Why Not Tonight”"" while tour
ing Northern [Ireland, France, Scot
land and England for ning months

In 1M7 Father Reade went to Holly
wood where he dabbled in various
acting jobs and had a role in a movie
The Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production
entitled “If Winter Ever Comes, star
red Walter Pidgeon, Deborah Kerr
and Janel Leigh “It was lousy.” he
said  “Absolutely the worst movie
ever made.” Father Reade porirayed
Miss Leigh's boyfriend

A year later he made what he con
sidered 1o be his last public perform
ance in a playhouse at Pasadena, Ca
Iif, Shortly after, he entered the sem
nary

»Since that time J've never actually
done any theatre acting,” said the
priest. "My work In this play. came
about In rather an unusual manner
Twas my bishop who encouraged me
to resume my work. Can you imagine?

Why, years ago a bishop wouldnlt
have had such a thought. But of
course, our bishop Is quite liberal

Anyway, he has always ecgged me on
a bit couldnt you do some
thing .. just a lttle something”" he

says,
"Father Reade has taken a week's
vacation from his duties as chaplain

-ar LT

cate most of his time and energy 1o
the play. He hopes lo continue in lo-
cal productions gnd indicated his plea
sure al working with the directors
and the young dramatists

‘These young people are so tale

nted ... and everyone is such a joy lo
work with
Father Reade admits he has en

joyed his return tc the stage but be
lieves he has never really been far
from acting. “As a priest | must use
my acting abilities often. | act as I go
through the Liturgy, also.”



