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Top teacher

Franklin educator stimulates students’ thinking

By ANNETTE H. JONES
Daily Journal Statf Writer

A Franklin Community High
School biology teacher has been cho-
sen as one of the top teachers in the

area by Indianapolis

Monthly magazine.

Laurence M. Lynch, 53, who has
taught four years at Franknn was

bush in response to the maga-
zine's search for exceptional
teachers.

The magazine sent approximately
500 nomination forms to public school
principals in Marion County and
seven surrounding counties to find
the best teachers.

‘I was very grateful and apprecia-
tive for myself, and because the
media has taken the time to acknowl-
edge my profession,” Lynch said
'meeday “I'm very humbled."”

“There are others who are just as
competent, if not more so,” Lynch
added.

A teacher for 18 years, Lynch has
taught at Morristown High School
and Latin School. Although he has
taught Latin and English and served
as athletic director at Latin School,
Lynch says he particularly likes
teaching advanced biology. He sees
biology as a blending of several disci-
plines — chemistry, physics and
mathematics. These are the tools
that help the biologist understand the
life processes, Lynch said,

Hands-on lab work is the rule in
Lynch's classroom, where beginning
blology students are tralned to use
micrascopes their first day.

Lynch's teaching methods foster
independent thinking, according to
the article in the A lJ issue of Indi-
anapolis Monthly, is not
to lecture, but to stimulate Inquiry,”
the magazine says.

Outside of school hours, Lynch is
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BIOLOGY TEACHER Laurence Lynch stimulates
discussion in his advanced bidlogy class at Frank-

lin Community High School Tuesday. Lynch has

the coach of the school's academic
teams. Lynch said in the article that
he motivates his team members by

telling them that studying is never fi

easy, but that the ““joy of learning is a
reward in [tself.*

Yanderbush said that while he has
several teachers he considers ex-
traordinary, when it came to decid-

ing on one to nominate he thought
Lynch would be the best candidate.

Lynch had been selected as one of
our top teachers at Franklin by the
staff to be a “master teachér,” Van-
derbush said. In the master teacher
program, educators from other
schouls visit classrooms to
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been chosen as one of the top 10 teachers in the
Indianapolis area by a monthly magazine,

A panel of 10 education specialists,
including experts in education at Pur-
due, Indiana and Butler universities
and the University of Indianapolis
and officlals from the Indiana De-
partment of Education and Lilly En-
dowment Inc., sifted through the
ballots to find the 10 teachers they
thought were the most extraordinary,
as well as 10 runners-up,



