Ex-Iowan is Haiti’s Pied Piper
Operator of orphanage for boys taking troupe on tour of U.S.
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the m&mﬂ of Geilenfeld's or-
in Port-au-Prince, Haiti,
better be called * =

minstrels.
and his 21-member group have been
touring the United States, shows fea-
turing native Haitian songs and a skit on street life
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Gellenfeld beﬂnhllwwkvlﬂnhe in
1974 as a member of the Brothers of Charity, a
group founded by Mother Teresa, who won the
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areas. They will leave lowa again May 3, heading
eastto
‘The theatrical troupe, as improbable as any ever
to take a bow before an American isa
way from the mean streets of Port-au-Prince
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lenfeld entered their lives.
Geilenfeld, who once worked with Mother

Port-au-Prince begging, stealing and struggling to
stay alive.
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Gedlenfeld’s home, which also doubles as a,

house for visiting American church workers,
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slums of the

ing from the
:mnnlmlde villas of Haiti's rlch and powerful

Between the two extremes, Gellenfeld and his
b%honlmtﬂem.
former resident opened his first
home for boys in January 1985, He quickly out-
the small house and moved tohis present lo-
cation a short while later. In recent months, he has
opened a second home nearby.

The kitchen in the first house had no sink, just a
druin pipe sticking out of the floor, The bays slept
on mats on the floor, and the dining room doubled
asthe classroom

High rate of infant mortality

Such canditions are nol uncommya in the Carib-
vean natlon that lies 700 miles south of Miamni,
where staggering human problems eclipse the is-
land's natural beauty. Infant mortality rates are put
at 113 per 1,000 births, 10 times higher than in the

b

United States.

International relief agencies say half the chil-
dren born in Haiti a given year will die
before their fifth birthday. Malnutrition and diar-
rhea claim many of the

Even those who survive can't

expect
10 live much beyond 50. More than half of the work
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and India, as well as Haiti.

He left the order after deciding he would like to
offer the homeless something more than shelter
and food. He wanted to provide those necessities
and a home setting as well. He chase Haiti for his
wmmmuuum
contacts, and he knew Creole, the spo-
ken there.

“Ifelt it was the place for me to go,” he noted.
In the ni he has operated his
home, said he has assisted 48 boys.
Most of them come from the youth detention
center, a dreary government-run institution where
children are confined when they are found beg-
or walking the streets barefoot or in raggedy

“I look for bovs who are 8 to 11 years old and
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By JIM POLLOCK
Regivoe 2o wioes
ree things aboul lowa
pressed the members of kh-tl (‘ﬂkn
feld's traveling show during their first
swing through the state: (1) The snowstorm
Carroll; (2) the wide-open
Algona.

“They would go up 1o people and ask if they
could nide their bicycles," Geslenfeld said with a
laugh. “They didn't understand that the bikes
outside the school belonged to people; they
thought they were for anybody to use. We had a
little trouble with that.

““They just took Algona by starm.

Sowhmhbmrdlednﬂlhﬁummﬂa
the Minnesota portion of this four-month tour,
it bore a souvenir sticker that read: “lowa Sur-
vived Our Visit— Can You>™

Amullv lown and the visiting Haitian boys

ed)y«wyzdnmuhs‘scwpnm earli-
er this month. They meet again next week,
when Geilenfeld's group visits Marion, Cedar
Rapids, Oelwein asd Waterloo to perform its
variety show.

At Garrigan High School in Algona, where
Geilenfeld graduated in 1970, about 1,300 peo-

le turned out to watch the show, At St, Cece-
la's Church there, the offering (ook in $2,000
that will go to help the Geilenfeld’s orphanage
in Haiti, according to Father Tom Nash.

In Sioux City, Heelan High School superin-

Haitians leave a big
impression with lowans

Mmimlﬂormd hrmvm
denty came away a cal more 5
after seeing slides of the Port-au-Prince shums.

“One sophomcre girl was going to have her
mmu-pidh«up.uwmlglm
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a lot of prejudices have been dropped,”
Geilenfeld, spezking from Rochester, Minn.

The members of his Haitian “family” have
benefited, oo, be said. “1 call this ‘resurrection
theater’ because these boys have always had a
Iwmuhqe and this attention and approval
lifts them

up.”
When they are asked what they like best
about the United States, “They always say ‘the
people’,” Geilenfeld said. However, they've
also been exposed to open spaces, ¢l !
gadgets, cars everywhere, and the practice of
constant snackng, he pointed out. “I'm con-

to Haitl," e said.
“They're being bor

with 50 much, and
t‘nhefnmn!mq’w anything to com-
pare their lives with,"

That includes the snowstorm that hit while

the boys were sta) with families in and
around Carroll. “It them at first, but
mw-snneulthe they wanted to see,
5o that was said, “Howey-

er, |Mynllu¢m¢rhcynuwldm\m
inHaiti,”




Some rural families
‘lose’ kids on purpose
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hmnotbeenvh'ledz for
quite a long time." he said. “1 have to
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“[ was the only one who ever took
kids out of there," he said of the deten-
tion center. “Everyone was always tak-
ing kids into the center.™

ost of the at St. J 's
came from the area outside of the
Haitian capital. Because of the ex-
treme in Haiti, some rural fam-
ilies “Jose" children in Port-
#3-Prince’s crowded outdoor markets.
If's one less mouth to feed.

“Older boys who have been on the
sreets longer won't well to this
environment,"” said G of the

Hehelpuetﬂmup;;lﬂnkw;
homes, generally shared by a couple
boys, and helps them find work and
ma their money. Rent for the
small where most of them live
mmm.m

Once a job is the boys must
deposit $5 a month into a bank account
administered by Geilenfeld. They can
have no withdrawals for a year then
must maintain & minimum balance
T:uommmmm.m
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Geilenfeld helps in other ways, too.
On Sundays, he opens St. Joseph's to
all homeless boys. They are invited in
o At il
ion or n games.
They leave with a small gift such as a
bar of soap or a comb,
He also contributes to the whole

community. He s regir don-|

tions of food from various charities
and distributes it to families living near

pas-
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tour will raise some or all of the
$20,000 he figures it will take to buy
and convert land mlniu St.
Joseph's to a soccer and play-

ground.
The trip is also 0 be
s Loign

guest house, Geilenfeld feels he has

begun to carry out his life work of
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