Priest convicted
of lewd conduct
with teen-ager

By Bethany Dunbar
Free Press Correspondent

NEWPORT — The Rev. Michael K.
Madden was convicted Wednesday of
lewd and lascivious conduct with a teen-
age boy, in a plea bargain that freed the
priest from a sexual assault charge.

After a hearing Wednesday in which

Madden pleaded no contest to the felony
conduct charge, the priest said he hopes
to continue preaching and would like to
return to St. Paul’s parish in Barton and
East Albany.

Orleans County State’s Attorney Jane
Woodruff said the state will send a notice
of Madden's conviction to the Rev. John
Marshall, bishop of the statewide Roman
Catholic Diocese of Burlington.

Marshall, who removed Madden from
the parish after charges were filed
agalmt him in April 1988, was unavail-
able for comment Wednesday.

Vermont District Court Judge Dean
Pineles gave Madden, 46, a deferred
sentence, which means sentencing will be
put off for five years while he is on
Elr‘obltion. If Madden stays out of trouble,

conviction will be wiped off his re-
cord. Successful completion of a sex
offender program and 50 hours of com-
munity service are among Madden's pro-
bation requirements.

Madden’s decision to plead no contest
Wednesday came on the second day of his
trial. Tuesday, his lawyer asked that a
mistrial be declared, saying a comment
by the first witness might have preju-
diced the jury.

Pmel:‘smllll ruled the comment was not
serious to warrant declaring a
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bers of his parish, who said they
did pot believe the accusations

“You will be required to suc-
cessfully complete a sex offender
treatment program. ... It will be
to acknowledge a sex-

" the judge said. “If
{n‘nnotwﬂlmtodotht,ﬂnn

mwlmnﬁ;mumgn
will not successfully complete
program.”

After some hesitation and volc-

some second thoughts, Madden
:'ld he had decided he
plead no contest.
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