Bishop defends transfer .

Some lobby on beh

By CHRIS PHILLIPS

At least 40 parishioners of the Our
Lady of the Annunciation Church in
Florence have sent letters to their
bishop expressing disappointment
that the temporary leader of their
church is being returned to his
regular post in Springfield.

While he said he appreciated the
letters and sentiments of the parish-
ioners, the Catholic bishop of
Springfield today said he will stand
by his decision. ¥

The parishioners said they  have

wn fond of the Rev. James A.
ipitkowski — who for the past
month has been filling in for their

ailing pastor, the Rev. Richard E.
Wellette — and they do not want to
see him leave.

However, Bishop Joseph F. Ma-
guire of the Roman Catholic Dio-
cese of Springfield said today that
while the reaction of parishioners is
“perfectly understandable,” he will
stand by his decison to return Fath-
er Sipitkowski to his chaplain’s post
at the Bay State Medical Center in
Springfield.

Bishop Maguire explained, “We
have to spread the good talent
around. When a priest is ordained,
he belongs to the whole diocese.”

The bishop has appointed the Rev.

alf of priest

Henry L. Dorsch, an assistant pas-
tor at the St. Mary of the Assump-
tion Church at 3 Elm St., as the
temporary administrator at Annun-
ciation until Father Wellette re-
turns.

Father Dorsch, who also will con
tinue to direct the Northampton
Christian Life Center at 95 King St.,
has indicated he plans to make no
major changes at Annunciation dur-
ing his temporary stewardship of
the church’s affairs.

Efforts to contact Father Sipit-
kowski were unsuccessful.

Father Wellette is recuperating al

(Continued on page 4)

REV. JAMES A. SIPITKOWSKI
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duties, which range
ing finances to provid-

leadership.
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