Geoffrey Chase Obituary

N ew London - Father Geoffrey Chase, 92, died
Aug. 1, 2023, at Beechwood Manor in New
London. Peter was the oldest son of John and
Rosemary Chase and grandson of suffragette Mary
Morrisson. Born Peter Reeves Chase, in New York
City in 1931, he grew up in Groton, and graduated
at the top of his high school class at the
Portsmouth Priory School in Rhode Island. At Yale,
Peter majored in mathematics and Greek,
graduating in 1952 with honors (Phi Beta Kappa,
Sigma Xi, and the Math Prize).

That September, Peter entered a Benedictine
monastery in Portsmouth, R.1., and chose his
religious name of Geoffrey in honor of a younger
brother who died in infancy. He was ordained a
priest in 1959. His advanced studies were done at
the Collegio di St Anselmo in Rome, and Catholic
University in Washington D.C., where he received a
licentiate in Moral Theology and a master's degree
in Semitic languages. He remained at the
Portsmouth Abbey for the next half century,
teaching math, theology and semitic languages,
and establishing a computer center and a radio
station at the school. He also served in local
parishes and, being fluent in seven languages, led
pilgrimages to the shrines at Medjugorje and
Lourdes.

Peter was the oldest of six children. His surviving
siblings are Jim (Joyce Beauregard) Chase of Short
Beach, Julia Chase-Brand (George Brand) of New
London, Bill Chase (Pat Lynch), of Sunset Beach,
N.C., and Charlie Chase (Donna Dubois) of
Montville.

Father G, as he was affectionately known, will be
remembered for a half century of officiating at
family weddings and funerals and helping the
younger generation choose prep schools and
colleges. We, sibs are particularly grateful for big
brother taking us on yearly road-trips to Nova
Scotia and Newfoundland. His Benedictine
brothers value his lifetime of service to their
community, and his students will remember him as
a learned teacher and caring housefather. His
faithful friend Debbie Arruda, and everyone else
will remember him for his kindness, wisdom, and
terrible puns!

A funeral Mass will be held at 10 a.m. Saturday,
Aug. 12, at the Portsmouth Abbey in Portsmouth,
R.L, followed by a reception. All are welcome.

To plant trees in memory, please visit
the Sympathy Store.
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