Death
saddens
parish

By KENT WALTON
The Daily Nonpareil

News of the sudden death of the
Rev. Michael Irwin, pastor of St. Pet-
er's Catholic Church in Council
Bluffs, shocked and saddened asso-
ciates and parishioners.

Irwin was
found dead
Tuesday
afternoon in a
Kansas City
hotel room.

Tom Chap-
man, director of
communica-
tions for the
Diocese of Des

WA T

iwin _ coroner’s offi-
cials believed Irwin died of a heart
attack.

He said an autopsy was to be per-
formed today. The time of death was
estimated at about midnight Mon-
day, Chapman said. ‘

Kansas City Police Department
investigators said Irwin checked into
the Best Western in midtown Kansas
City Sunday. Chapman said he
believed Irwin was taking a short
vacation.

Originally from Des Moines,
Irwin, 49, became head pastor at St.
Peter’s Church in 1990.

For Monsignor Edward Pfeffer of
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, who
taught Irwin at West Des Moines
Dowling High School, news of Irwin’s
death hit particularfy hard.

“It was devastating,” Pfeffer said.
“Not only were we neighboring
priests, but I've known him for many
ﬂears. going back to his high school

ays.

y"I’m sure it’s equally sad for the
members of St. Peter’s Church and
the community. It was just so unex-
pected,” Pfeffer said.

Vicky Myers, a longtime member
of St. Peter's Parish, said Irwin
would be irreplaceable.

“This man turned our parish
around. He was the most wonderful
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man ['ve met in my life,” Myers said.
Myers said Irwin was especially
adored by the church's chl]d:::.
*He always had ballcons for
everything, and he was the first
priest to bring Santa Claus into the
church,” she soid, “He always includ-
ed the young people in everything.”
But it was his sermons that
Myers said she would miss most.
*His homilies were very appropri-
ate and down to earth. were
always about thill:r,x' that %roctly
affected you. I could sit and listen
to him for hours” she said.
Chapman said the diocese had not
vet named an interim pastor, but
weekend services would be held at
the usual times Saturday and Sun-

day.
Mick Messbarger, development
director for St. Al Schools, said

Monsignor Robert Chamberlain,
exacutive director of St. Albert
Schools, would fill in temporarily as
church administrator at St. Peter'’s.

A wigil gervice for [rwin will be
held Thursday at 8 pm. at St. Pet-
er’s. Funeral Mass will be celebrated
at St. Peter’s Friday at 10 am.

A second funeral Mass will be
held at Holy Trinity Church in Des
Moines Saturday at 10:30 a.m. Buri-
al will be in Des Maines
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