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GIVING COMMUNION: Deacon Rick Cakdwell gives commusion to 2 parishioner during 2 communion service at St Paud Catholic Church.
He was ordaned a deacon i the Cathole Cherdh in June 2016,

‘DEACON RICK’

Local businessman also serves as ordained minister

By John Surratt
The Vicksbury Post

Many people in Vicksburg know Rick
Caldwell as a businessman

A real eslate broker, he and his wife
own Dulf Green Mansion and Coldwell
Banker Realty. He also manages rental
property in the city

But the parishioners of S1. Mary's and
Vickshurg's other two Catholic churches
know him as “Deacon Rick.”

Caldwell 15 a deacon in the Catholic
Church; 3 man who is an ordained min-
wster of the church who assists a pastor
with their panish. He is known as a per-
manent deacon, a man who is not plan-
ning 1o go into the priesthood

“The deacon is a service position,”
he siid. “1'm just here to serve, that's
my mantra. Whatever they need me to
do, whenever they call me, | help out. A
lot of people say, what's the difference
(between a deacon and a priest)?

“If you look at the structure of the
peotestant churches, | kind of do what
the pastor can do. | can witness peo-
ple’s marriages, | can baptize, | can bury
people and | can read the gospel and
preach and it's preaty similar.”

But there are some things a priest can
do that a deacon cannot do, he said,
because of a priest’s ondination.

“| can't say mass. | am involved in
that process — | assist the priest with the
functions 2 the altar. The only two other
things a priest can do that | can't, I cant
give last rites, the blessing of someanc
who s sick and who is about to die, |
can't hear confession. For the most part,
the other things | can do to help is people
on their spiritual path.”

Caldwell said becoming a deacon was
pant of his lifelong journey of faith

“It was a really was just the next step
n my spiritual development, | would
say. s really a calling. Everybody has
acalling God calls all of us, so | guess |
did something about mine.

“I am a convert. | grew up Method-
ist. My wife and 1 are childhood sweet-
hearts, and she was Catholic. We dated
all through high school and college, and
ot married, and my wife's mother asked
me if | minded getting married in the

church, and told
her 1 didn't mind
gﬂungmuﬁ«l in
the church.™

He and his wite
were marnied at
St. Paul Catho-
lic Church, “And
that just kind of
started my conver-
sion from Meth-
odist 1o becoming
Catholic.”

Their children
went 10 Vicksburg
Catholic Schools
and were raised L
Catholic, and he
was involved with
his children at school. His first calling
from God, Caldwell said, came from the
Eucharist.

“If you're Methodist and you-go 1o
Catholic church, you're not in commu-
nion with the church. You're unable to go
and receive Holy Communion. My chil
dren and my wifie all these people lining
up, and [ would sit in the pew and just in
my mind, say ‘God what is the call here?

“Why are all these people so rever-
ent; why are they doing this? 1 joined
the church and received instruction so
that | would understand that there was a
difference. The Book of John describes
Jestss and the Last Supper.”

As he continued 1o grow sparitually,
Caldwell said, “I guess He kind of #sked
me to do a little something more.”

He attended seminary for five years
betore he was ordained.

Attending the seminary, he said, was.
difficult, especially having to read books
and texts and write papers on a theme
from the readings.

“After 30 years (since college), | had
10 Jearn how to read and compeehend all
over again,” he said. “Seminary is a mas-
ter's level study of theology. So it was
not like my earlier college experience.

“Every month, we took the equivalent
of a college course.

“Just having to learn all that at 53 or
54 years of age, it was difficult, but you
persevere. It was definitely interesting
and it got easier, and it got to where |

enjoyed it. | strug-
gled with bomi-
lies when | started,
but all that's get-
ting easier and it's
becoming more
enjoyable.”

When he was
told at the semi
nary he would be
able to receive the
faculty 1o be able
preach, “I said,
*Really? I'm going
to read a gospel
and try to figure
out what it says
and get up there
and expound on it
in front of all those people™ And they
said, *Yeah '™

After his ordination in June 2016,
Caldwell asked to be assigned to St
Mary's Catholic Church where he was
going to church. He said St. Mary's
pastor, the Rev. Malcolm O'Leary,
agreed to the assignment.

“He wanted to be a part of cur parish,”
O'Leary said. “He wanted to be a deacon
from our church and | said, ‘C’'mon."™

He said Caldwell also assists the city's
other two pastors, the Rev. Tom Lalor
and the Rev. Robert Dore, and has been
officiating at daily communion services
at St Paul while Lalor.is gut of town.

“There's not much for a deacon to do
here, because this is a small church, but
he likes it here and we enjoy him.™

Caldwell still works in his businesses,
but is an call 10 help one of the pastors
if needad

“lt°s & blessing to be self-employed, so
when God calls, 1 go," he said. “There's
isn't ssything I'm doing that's more
important than what I'm doing for God.

“This is a lifelong commitment,” he
said. “If lay people get tired of ushering,
if lay people get tired of reading or being
a Eucharistic ministes, they can say, ‘T've
done this for 20 years, 1 can quit and do
something else.”

“I made a commitment, just like the
priests. The priests are priests for life,
and just like the priests, I'm a deacon
for life”
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