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The Rev. Berard J.
McCarthy

The Rev. Bernard J.
McCarthy, 81, passed away
Tuesday, Sept. 16, 2003, sur-
rounded by his nieces and
nephews who were an impor-
tant part of his life,

Born in Anaconda on Aug.
12, 1922, the seventh of nine
children to Irish immigrants,
Daniel and Winifred (Mor-
ris) McCarthy, Father

was raised in

year and then left school to
work at the Anaconda
smelter 1o earn enough
money to return to school. It
was at this time that a priest,
recruiting students for the
priesthood, asked if he was
interested in attending the
seminary. Having been influ-
enced by the strong role
Catholicism played in his
childhood by the priests and
sisters at St. Peter's High
School in Anaconda, he

plating it for several years,
it was the first his parents
had ever heard of his plans.
Father McCarthy was
ordained in 1947 at the St.
Helena Cathedral and served
10 years as an assistant pas-

and served as State Chaplin
for the Ancient Order of
Hibernians for several
years,

For as much as his faith
was his soul, his Irish ances-
try was his heart. He trav-
eled to Ireland to spend time
and get to know the family
that still lives there. He
enjoyed tracing his roots and
would talk of the family to
anyone who would listen. He
reminisced about growing
up in Opportunity and riding
the train to Anaconda. While

enjoyed staying up on cur-
rent events. He had a great
love for his family and was
very proud of all his nieces
and nephews. He delighted
in traveling to visit each and
their families. He cherished

baptism in the family and
extended families. He loved
family gatherings and
always looked forward to

good company and good
food. He will be greatly
missed.
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