Rev. Steinhausen, Pastor

At St. Columbkille, Dies

BY CHRIS BURBACH
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The Rev. Robert O. Steinhausen, pas-
tor of St. Columbkille Catholic Church
in Papillion, died Sunday in the parish
rectory, 200 E. Sixth St. He was 70.

“He was a very pastoral type of priest
and was well-liked
by people from
wherever he was sta-
tioned,” said the
Rev. Eldon
McKamy, chancel-
lor of the Archdio-
cese of Omaha.

Even after moving
on to other parishes,
Steinhausen kept in
touch with the fami-
lies in his former
parishes, sometimes
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going back for their weddings and funer-
als, McKamy said.
He was St. Columbkille’s pastor for
21% years. He presided over the subur-

ban parish during a period of rapid
growth. The number of families in the
parish grew from about 500 in 1970 to
about 2,000 today.

During Steinhausen’s pastorship, an
850-seat, $1.7 million church building
was completed in 1982. It replaced the
old St. Columbkille church, which seated
280.

On Sunday, Steinhausen celebrated
Mass. Later that evening, he participated
in the parish’s Religious Education Ap-
preciation Dinner. As part of the eve-

ning’s entertainment, he told jokes as
transitions between skits and acted in
some of the skits as well.

As it turned out, the evening was
Steinhausen’s grand farewell to the par-
ish.

Steinhausen had suffered two heart
attacks in the last 2'2 years.

The pastor apparently suffered a fatal
heart attack about an hour after the
dinner and entertainment ended.

Steinhausen served at Holy Cross
Parish in Omaha from 1948 to 1954, then.
at St. Michael Parish in South Sioux City,
Neb., from 1954 to 1957.

He also served St. Mary Parish in
Spencer, Neb., and Sacred Heart Parish
in Norfolk before becoming St. Columb-
kille's pastor June 12, 1970,

The rosary will be recited at 7 p.m.
Thursday at St. Columbkille. Archbish-
op Daniel E. Sheehan is slated to preside
at the funeral Mass at 11 a.m. Fnday.
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