MORRIS TOWNSHIP

Delbarton
concedes
sex abuse
allegations

School, abbey acknowledge
accusations of 30 people

Justin Zaremba For Times of Trenton

Delbarton School and St. Mary's Abbey
has, for the first time, publicly acknowl-
edged the accusations of 30 individuals
who have alleged abuse by 13 past or cur-
rent priests and monks there, and one
retired lay faculty member, over the course
of three decades.

In a letrer last Friday to the commu-
nity, Abbot Richard Cronin and Delbarton
Headmaster Michael Tidd also offered an
apology “to anyone who has suffered sexual
abuse or harassment because of the actions
of a St. Mary’s Abbey monk or Delbarton
School emplovee.”

According to the letter, abbey officlals
notified the Morris County Prosecutor's
Office as each allegation emerged, but
criminal charges were filed in only one
case. The prosecutor’s office declined 1o
discuss (1s investigations,

Cronin and Tidd also said in the let-
ter that eight of the civil actions brought
against the abbey and school in Morris
Township since 2012 have been settled, and
seven cases are pending.

“In settling these claims, no restrictions
have been placed on the victims’ ability to
discuss their experiences,” they said. “This
is consistent with our bellef that transpar-
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ency may help the victims
In their healing and help
our community and broader
society In preventing this
from happening again*

ACCUSATIONS OF
ABUSE AND STLENCE

A dozen survivors who
have spoken with NJ
Advance Media, however,
have painted & far starker
portrait of the school and
abbey — one of rampant
abuse, intimidation and,
above all, silence.

Among them are: the
Crane brothers, who say
they've pursued an uphlll
battle against the school,
the abbey and ite team of
lawyers for nearly a decade;
Kieran Kole, a former initi-
ate monk who said he was
abused by two other monks
and then was solicited for
sex by a third during con-
fession; Bill Wolfe, who was
among the estimated S0 vic-
tims of the Rev, Timothy
Brennan; Steve Badt and Joe
Discher, who allege they also
were victimized by Brennan;
and many others,

A partern of abuse
emerges from the details
In their stories: Boys were
groomed by adults respon-
sible for their education
and well-being to accept
more and more unaccept-
able behavior prior to being
abused. In many cases, these
boys were already isclated
from family and friends,
and became only more Iso-
lated afterward. When they
reported It, often to the
school leadership, the school
and abbey fought tooth and-
nailto keep It quiet, the men
say.

A representative of the
school and the abbey did
not address questions from
NJ Advance Media, but sent
& statement reiterating the
content of the letter and why
It was sent to the commu-
nity: "News media reports
in early June about abuse
case settlements and ongo-
ing litigation necessitated a

diocese of Newark referred
comment to the school and
abbey.

In the letter to the com-
munity, Cronin and Tidd
sald that the accusations
of abuse from 1968 to 1999
involved priests, monks and
one retired lay faculty mem-
ber, but that steps have since
been taken to address the
abuse. The letter also says
the first time an individual
stepped forward to report
abuse was in 1988,

In fact, a survivor had
stepped forward two years

er.

The Rev. Timothy Bren-
nan was convicted in 1987 of
sexually abusing a 15-year-
old boy at Delbarton School
the year carlier. Bill Wolfe
was that boy.

For three decades, Wolfe
was bound by a nondisclo-

ave

ally abused them. Subwmizted shoto

Others have accused
Brennan of sexual abuse,
Including Badt, Discher and
a man who filed a lawsuit
last year under the name of
Joha Doe 1. in the jatter
case, the mau sccuse) Bren-
nan of abusing him more
than 100 times beginning in

Tom and Bill Crane, the
sons of a former Delbarton
teacher and administrator
and the first public faces of
abuse at the boys” school, say
the apology Isn't enough.

“The last eight yoars of
litigation, Delbarton did
everything to re-victim-
ize and impose more harm
rather than repenting.” Bill
Crape said. “In the absence
of Delbarton acknowledging
the harm they have caused,
there Is no hope of any stu-
dent being safe on the cam-
pus of Delbarton.”

“Even after this, I'm net
allowed to talk aboat any-
thing Involving the case,”
sald Tom Crane, who sald he
was abused by the Rev, Luke
Travers and that his brother
Bill was abused by Father
Justin Capato. “1 have to
keep my mouth shut. I didnt
realize this battle | picked
was going to be a war.*

Kieran Kole was a pos-
tulant from 1966 to 1971 —
an early stage initiate into
the monastic life. He said
besides living without a con-
cern for earthly fi

In the lester to the com-
munity, Cronin and T/dd say
abbey monks were removed
from their ministerial posi
tions after St Mary's officials
learned of abuse allegations
barred from unsupervised
contact with minors and had
thelr activities and move
ments regulated by abbey
officials.

As standards to keep chil
dren safe improved. abbey
officlals adopted them, the
letter explains.

“These standards
required stricter monitor
Ing of accused monks and
cloarer policles for respond-
ingto abuse victims and pre-
venting abuse among chil
dren and vulnerable adults.
These best-practice stan-
dards of child protection
remain In place today at Del
barton School and St. Mary's
Abbey.”

They added: “The pay-
ments for these settlements
have been provided for by
insurance coverage, and
no donations to the School
or Abboy, past or present,
restricted or unrestricted,
have been, or will be. used
for settlements.”

Cronin and Tidd contin-
ued, saying that the school
and the abbey today have
“robust policies and proce
dures, regularly reviewed
by independent third-party
eXperts, 10 ensure a safe and

there was a frequent culture
of indulgence in the abbey
that included alcohol and
marijuana, as well as sex.

Sex was excused because
the vow of chastity under
canon law meant not tak-
ing a wife — not necessar-
iy

of a settiement with Del-
barton School in 1988, bar-

ng from sex alto-

gether, Kole sald. He said &

happened frequently within
abbey.

ring him from discussing the

his case and the settlement.
1In 2004, he was finally freed
from some of the terms of
the agreement and allowed
to speak about his abuse for
the first time.

“They fought me every
step of the way. Thay
attacked my family. They
attacked my parents, and
they attacked me. They
my attorney for represent-
ing me,” Wolfe said after the
letter was released, “So the
Idea they've been open and
honest and compassionate,
that’s not been my experi-
ence. I've lived a lifetime of

Kole, who is gay, said he
was targeted and abused
by two monks at the abbey.
Even after reporting the
abuse to the abbey lead-
ership, he said, nothing
changed. When he went
o confession to unburden
himself, Kole sald his con-
fessor made sexual over

sued tures,

“At that point, | was liter-
ally at my wir's d [ was

protective nt for
ourstudents and all to whom
we minister.”

Among those policies and
procedures are “evaluations
fingerprinting and back-
ground checks of any candi
dates for the monastery and
for employment at Delbarton
School or St. Mary's Abbey

“We also conduct annual
training programs for all
monks and employees of the
Abbey and School on abuse
prevention and informed
responsiveness to claims of
sexual abuse and harass-
ment,” Cronin and Tidd said
in the letter,

Cronin and Tidd said the
school will implement a
child-salety webinar for all
students starting In 2018-19,
and incorporate safety-skills
Inl(rucllon includ lng

desperately seeking answers
and some type of escape

the middle school hulxh
curriculum.

A RESPONSE

There was no escaplng from
it. All 1 wanted to do was to
beagood monk.”
Kole, who has not filed &
lawsuit against the school
or abbey, said he then
sulcide. After he

he was thrown
out of the abbey.
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Greg aro, the
attorney who has repre-
sented the men who say they
were abused, disputed Del-
barton and St. Mary's claims
that these institutions and
the leaders of those institu-
tions had treated thelr cll-
ents with

“While I appreciate Abbot
Cronin's alleged concern
for the victims and agree

Rev. Timothy Brennan sexw

h his statement that the

*ourageo

vith
memw that Defbarton has
treated these brave individu
als with compassion,” Glan-
forcare continued, "I know
firsthand that a request
made by me on bohalf of
one of the col
1o receive co
denied thi

barton representative

William P. Wolfe, left, soen with his attorney Greg Glan
forcaro, was among an estimated 50 alleged victims of

Breanan. 2074 Nimes

He sald Cronin's assertion
that the victims have had
“no restrictions” placed on
thair ability ‘to discuss their
experiences” was patently
faise. He sald Wolfe, who
wis sbused by Brennan, was
released from a confident!
ality agreement only after
years of fitigation.

“In thar respect, Delbar-
101 and St. Mary’s Abbey’s
clalms that they are ‘trans-
parent” are, at the very least,
m sleading.” Glanforcaro
sad

The victims have sought
fonr main things from Del-
barton School and St. Mary's
Abbey: acknowledgement
of their abuse by clergy and
stff; an actual apology:

of Trentom file

compensation, and a plan to
prevent this from ever hap-
pening again. They'd also
like 10 see the abbey sepa
rated from the school sothat
school donations aren’t used
1o maintain and provide for
the monks there.

“We simply want the truth
10 come out and that those
who are responsibic are held
toaccount. It sounds so easy
doesn't it?” Kole said. “And
that survivors should be
treated with some empat hy
because without it you can
heal”

He added: “There is never
closure when things like this
happen to people, There's
Rreater understanding. but
there's never closure.*



