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Content Notice Content Notice 
This item is part of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe Institutional Abuse Collection, and it may contain 
descriptions of physical, emotional, sexual, and religious abuse, including abuse of minors. Other 
potentially sensitive topics within the collection include mental health conditions, substance abuse, and 
other forms of violence. 

Resources are available if you or someone you know needs support for any reason. 

For the National Sexual Assault Hotline, call 800-656-HOPE (4673) or go to https://hotline.rainn.org/online 

For the 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline, call or text 988, or go to https://chat.988lifeline.org/ 

For the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Helpline, call 1-800-662-4357 

For crisis treatment in New Mexico: https://www.nmhealth.org/contact/crisis/ 

Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests resources: https://www.snapnetwork.org/
resources_for_survivors 

To report abuse: 

• https://archdiosf.org/report-abuse 

• https://www.reportbishopabuse.org/ 

To report child abuse: 

• https://www.childhelphotline.org/ 

Keywords Keywords 
child sexual abuse, church abuse, New Mexico, Archdiocese of Santa Fe 

Disciplines Disciplines 
Catholic Studies | Ethics in Religion | Religion Law | United States History 

This record is available at UNM Digital Repository: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/cswr_asf_hmclaims/49 

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/cswr_asf_hmclaims/49










2. Please also state your age(s) and your grade(s) in school (if applicable) at the time 
the abuse or other wrongful conduct took place. 

The abuse began with Br. Abdon when I was in 7th grade and was 1 lyears old and lasted 
four (4) years. 

The abuse by Br. Tom began when I was in 9th grade, 13 years old and lasted four ( 4) years. 

The abuse by Fr. Moschel was when I was 17 years old and a senior in High School. 

e. What happened ( describe what happened): 

4315671 

Br. Abdon was always in the locker room when boys were showering. He was walk around 
and inspect us all but he would focus his attention on me, looking at my naked body and 
telling me things like I needed to wash my asshole better, put soap in it and things like that. 
It was constant and extremely invasive. I felt like I was always being trolled by him. Br. 
Abdon was like a God on campus. He was very nice all the rest of the time, even ldnd to 
me. He was highly respected so it was very conflicting for me to feel he was acting 
sexually aggressive with me - like he was pursuing me, while everyone else held him in 
such high regard. I loved him but I knew he was after me sexually. It messed me up. 

Br. Tom was my wrestling coach. He wrestled with me and other members of the team. 
While wrestling, he was constantly touching my genitals and buttocks in a highly sexual 
manner. He would get all worked up. He'd get an erection and tried to move it on me. I 
spent all my time trying to flip him over so he was not on me. It was clearly a sexual 
activity for him. I had no choice but to participate, at his will. This lasted 4 years of high 
school wrestling, hundreds of times. 

Fr. Dan Moschel was the priest at St. Michaels. He said mass and was very highly 
respected by everyone. He became a trusted friend of my family and said the wedding 
mass for two of my sisters. One evening two friends and I were invited to his house. He 
served us a lot of alcohol and then he came up behind me and grabbed my genitals from 
behind. I shook him off. He then spent the rest of the evening trying to touching me and 
trying to get me to pa1iicipate in sexual activity with him. After forty ( 40) minutes or so, 
I became aggressive and shoved him, very hard, off of me. 

' 
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f. Did you tell anyone about the sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct and, if so, who did 
you tell and when (this would include parents; relatives; friends; the Archdiocese; 
attorneys; counselors; and law enforcement authorities)? 

I told , a friend from high school that I did not want to be around Br. Tom 
but I did not tell her why and she never asked. Last year, taking care of my ailing father, I 
felt the same "utter lack of control" that I felt at St. Michael's when I was being abused. I 
crashed and it all came flooding back to me - as if I was reliving that lack of control with 
Br. Abdon, Br. Tom and Fr. Moschel. Why did they all want me? What's wrong with me. 
After this trigger, I told my friend , my cmTent counselor and my 
attorneys. 

g. Identify any church or religious organization you have belonged to or have been affiliated 
with. 

I left the Catholic Church. I could not trust priests and brothers anymore. I tried lots of 
other churches, seeking- but can't get over my anger and distrust of clergy. I am now a 
born again Christian, although I am not a member of any church. 

h. State whether there were any witnesses to the abuse. If there were any witnesses, please 
list their name(s) and any contact inf01mation you have. 

There were many witnesses to Br. Abdon's sexually abuse in the locker room, many 
classmates. He targeted me with extra attention when I was in the shower and it was 
noticed by all the other boys. It was very embarrassing that other boys saw him direct his 
sexual attention towards me. 

I really do not know how much other members of the wrestling team saw when Br. Tom 
was wrestling with me, although I would think it was noticeable and I suspect I was not the 
only one this happened to. I do believe he "preferred" me for some reason - I was sought 
out as his wrestling partner on purpose so he could abuse me. Why me? 

There were two (2) witnesses to Fr. Moschel's sexual abuse: and 

PART 4: IMPACT OF COMPLAINT 
(Attach additional separate sheets if necessary) 
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(If you are uncertain how 'to respond to this Part 4, you may leave this Part 4 blank, but you will 
be required to complete this Part 4 within thirty (30) days after a written request is made for the 
information requested in this Part 4) 

1. What injuries (including physical, mental and/or emotional) have occurred to you because 
of the act or acts of sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct that resulted in the claim (for 
example, the effect on your education, employment, personal relationships, health, and any 
physical injuries)? 

4315671 

From age 11, 7th grade on, my entire middle and high school experience was that of hiding, 
avoiding and trying to deal with two men who were always after me sexually. My 
childhood ended with years of sexual tension, externally and internally. Fr. Abdon was 
relentless and he embanassed me and made me question whether I was gay. I was 
extremely confused by his kindness and my love for him and my anger that he was trolling 
me and making my classmates think I was gay or in some kind of relationship with him. 
All I could figure out was that "I" was evil. I began a sort of "evil complex" where I 
deliberately did bad things. I knew I was living a lie one way or the other. Either I was 
gay and that's why these men wanted me or I was evil. Evil was easier .. . so I was that. 

I loved Br. Tom and I loved wrestling. I went on to become a collegiate wrestler, in paii I 
now believe, because I was so violent and aggressive - like every wrestling match was me 
and Br. Tom, even when it wasn't Br. Tom. But I was aggressive and violent. I have had 
life long trouble with authority figures and was anested in college for tackling a police 
officer. Why was I so angry at a police officer? I trust no one. I do not belong to any 
religious organization because I especially do not trust religious authority. I also do not 
have any close friends, I trnst no one. 

I turned my self- doubt into self-medication. I have suffered many addictions, drngs, 
alcohol, sex and all of the many problems that spin out of addictions, like interpersonal 
relationship problems, health problems, abused drugs and alcohol for years. I was rnnning 
from something, self-medicating. 

With Br. Tom and Br. Abdon both wanting me, I felt I was always stalked and that I must 
have been projecting something to them to make them want me sexually. I felt powerless 
and under the control of these men. It was the same powerlessness I felt dealing with my 
ailing father when there was nothing I could do but watch him deteriorate. I think that is 
why all of the abuse from St. Michael's came flooding back last year. I have PTSD, I can't 
stop the thoughts of Br. Abdon, Br. Tom and Fr. Moschel and am having nightmai·es. 

Fr. Moschel getting me drnnk and trying to have sex with me was the final straw. I was 
overly aggressive with him knocking him to the floor. And then I found out that the 
Archdiocese and St. Michael's didn't even check his background to find that he wasn't 
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even a priest! And he had access to me and all the other students for years. Who was 
protecting us? 

My family was very Catholic. Me not being Catholic has been a strain on the relationships 
I had with my family. My mother knew that had been raped by Br. Tom. And 
she never asked me if he did anything to me. Why not, why didn't she protect me better? 
She didn't even want to know ifl had been abused by him. I felt betrayed by he not asking 
and held that against her, fraying that relationship. 

2. Have you sought counseling or other treatment for your injuries? If so, with whom and 
when? 

I have been in counseling for a very long time for my addictions and resulting chaos, 
although I did not realize until last year that my many life problems were linked to my 
childhood sexual abuse. My cunent therapist who I have recently disclosed the abuse to is 
James Reeves of Elevated Counseling in Albuquerque. I've seen him for four (4) months 
now. 

PART 5: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

1. Prior Claims: Have you filed any claims in any other bankruptcy case relating to the sexual 
abuse described in this claim. 

□ Yes X No (If "Yes," you are required to attach a copy of any completed claim form.) 

If"Yes," which case(s): 

2. Settlements: Regardless of whether a complaint was ever filed against any party because 
of the sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct, have you settled any claim relating to the 
sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct described in this claim? 

D Yes X No (If "Yes," please describe, including parties to the settlement. You 
are required to attach a copy of any settlement agreement.) 
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